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PREFACE.

The author of this volume is aware that a strong
opposition may set in and perhaps for a time, ob-
ject to the thoughts and the facts which it portrays.

Much of its contents is new. The ideas that lay
at the bottom of . the ancient competitive system,
though in their day thoroughly understood, have been
so systematically attacked and gnawed away during
our nearly 2,000 years’ trial of the new institution,
that men now, no longer comprehend them. The
whole may strike the reader as news, Much of it
indeed, reads like a revelation from a sealed book;
and we may not at first be able to comprehend it as
a natural effect of a canse.

The introduction of Christianity was fonght and
for a long time resisted by the laboring element it-
self; solely on the ground that it seriously interfered
with idol, amulet, palladiom and temple drapery
manufacture. As shown in the chapter on “Image-
makers,” there were organized trades, whose labor
and means of obtaining a living were entirely confined
to their skill in producing for the pagan priesthood
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these innumerable images and paraphernalia of wor-
ship. Indeed, the ultimate introduction of certain
unmistakable forms of idol worship to be found lin-
gering in the so-called Christianity to-day, must be
" considered as having been partly motived by the re-
sistance of trades unions against any change which
would resulf in depriving themselves and their babes
of bread. This has been a potent hindrance to the
ever growing but imperceptible realization of the
social revolution.

The great strikes and’ upnslngs of the working
people of the ancient world are almost unknown to
the living age. It matters little how accounts of five
immenge strike-wars, involving destruetion of prop-
erty and mutunal slanghter of millions of people have
been snppressed, or have otherwise failed to reach

us ;—the fact remains that people are absolutely ig-
uomnt. of those great events. A meagre sketch ot
Spartacus may be seen. in the encyclopedias, but it is
always ruined and ite interest pinchéd and bhghted
.by being. classed with crime, its herogs with crimi-
nals, its theme with desecration. Yet Spartacus was
one of the great generals of history; fully equal to
Hannibal and Napoleon, while his cause was much
more just and infinitely nobler, his life a.model of
the beautiful and virtuous, his death an episode of
surpassing grandeur,

. Btill more strange is it, that the great ten-years’
war of Eunus should be unknown He martialed at
"one time, an army of two hundred thousand soldiers.
-He manceuvred them and fought for ten full years for
liberty, defeating army after army of Rome. Why is
the world ignorant of this fierce, epochal rebellion ?
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Almost the whole matter is passed over in silence by
our histories of Rome. In these pages it will be read
as news; yet should a similar war rage in our day,
against a similar condition of slavery, its canse would
not only be considered just, but the combatants would
have the sympathy and moral support of the civilized
world. The story of this wonderful workman is news.

The great system of labor organigation explained in
these pages must likewise be regarded as a chapter of
news. The portentous fact has lain in abeyance cen-
tury after century, with the human family in profound
ignorance of an organization of trades and other labor
unions so powerful that for hundreds of years they un-
dertook and successfully conducted the business -of
manufactnre, of distribution, of purveying provisions to
armles, of feeding the inhabitants of the largest cities
in the world, of inventing, supplying and working the
buge engines of war, and of collecting customs and
taxes—tasks confided to their care by the state.

Our civilization has a blushingly poor excuse for its
profound ignorance of these facts; for the evidences
bave existed from much before the beginning. of . onr
era—indeed the fragments of the ravaged history .were
far less broken and the recorded annals much fresher,
. more numerous and less mutilated than the relics
which the author with arduous labor and pains-taking,
has had at command in bringing them to the surface.
Besides the records that have come to ns thus broken
and distorted by the wreckers who feared the moral
blaze of literature, there were, in all probability, thou-
sands of inscriptions then, where but dozens remain
now to be consnlted ; and they are growing fewer and
diwmer a8, their value rises higher in the estimation
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of a thinking, appreciative, gradually awakening world.

The author is keenly'aware that certain critics will
complain of his dragging religion so prominently for-
ward that the work is spoiled. The defense is, that
though our ¢harming’ histories from a point of view

of brilliant events, such as daring deeds of heroes, bat-
~ tles and bloodshed, may be found among the ancients
without enconntering much of a religious nature, yet
such is not the case in the lesser affairs of ancient so-
cial and political life. The state, city and family were
themselves a part of the ancient religion and were a
part of its property. Priests were public officers,
Home life of:the’ nobles was in constant conformity
with the ritual. The organizations of laber were so
closely watched by the jealous law that they were
obliged to assume a religious attitude they did not feel
- in order to. escape being suppressed. A long list of
what we in our time consider honorable, ' business-like
doings, was rated as blasphemy against the gods and
punished with death.

Nearly all of the idolatry, with its attendant super-
stition and nympholepsy, its giants and prodigies, its
notions of elysium and lartarus, its quaking genuflex-
ions, ite bloody sacrifices and its gladiatorial wakes,

had their real origin in the tortare of the menials who -

delved, and in the rewards of the favored ones who
banqueted on the riches which flowed from unpaid la-
bor; and nearly all the iconoclasin of the later soph-
ists may perhaps be traced to an organized resistance
of the working people of pre-christian days. These
seemingly curious, if not extraordinary truths will, we
are confident, be made clear to the intelligent, careful
reader of these pages; and in this humble hope, the
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author ‘has set them forth as an indispensable begin-
ning to those who would logically and correctly under-
stand the great problem of labor as. it is to-day.

As rightly mentioned by Bancroft and ‘others enga-
ged in the collection and study of monumental archa-
ology, there is often a readiness among the degenerate
natives to ingeniously imitate and palm off for genu-
ine, numbers of frandulent counterfeit relics upon the
unsuspecting and credulous wonder-hunters. This,
however, is with us, in our scope of research, placed

-beyond suspicion. Most of the alabs we mention have

already been lying unobserved, on their original' sites
or in by-nooks of the museums of their own countries,
for hundreds of years; but they have long since been
recorded, catalogued and even numbered in dingy old
books and manuscripts, the importance of their grim
inscriptions having been little understood by the learn-
ed epigraphists themselves. Besides, no interest hav-
ing ever been elicited on subjects of which they are so
suggestive, there has been no lively demand fér them,
even as curiosities. They are genuine.

The author may sum up these prefatory remarks with
a word on. the general lesson taught by this volume; it
being one of the first histories yet compiled and written
exclusively from a standpoint of social science. That
the “still small voice” meant the ever suppressed yet ever
living, struggling, co-operating and mutually support-
ing majorities, is made self-suggestive without forsaking
history. The phenomenal fact is moreover brought out,
that the present movement whose most radical wing
loudly disclaims Christianity, i8 nevertheless building
exactly upon the precepts of that faith, as it was told to

-us and taught us by Jesus Christ; whatever may or may
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not hdve Been borrowed by His school from the immenss
eocial organization of His own and preceding ages. '

Modern gveed with its class hatreds, individualisms,
amwa'acy its struggle for personal wealth, dangerous,
defiant in our faith and in our political economy, is not
Chrlstmmty at all; it is the ancient evil still lingering
in the roots of the gmdually decaying paganism that ap-
pears to remain for the labor movement to smother and
at last uproot and oompletely annihilate.

One thing must be solemnly set forth as a very sug-
gestive hint to modern anarchists, however-honest their
impulses. The historical facts are that the great strikes,
rebellions and social wars—if we are permitted to except
those of Drimakos and the strike of the 20,000 from the
the silver mines of Iaurium in Attica—all turned out
disestrously for the general canse. -The punishments
meted out to the strikers and insurgents of the working
class after their overthrow by the Romans, as in the
rebellions of Eunus, of Athenion, of Spartacus, of every
one we have treated. in this book, with but the above ex-
ceptions, was bleody, revengeful and exterminatory to the
last degree. An ancient anthor whom we quote, gives
the aggregate number crudified at something more than
a million. Crassus and Pompey alone crucified over 6,000
workingmen on the Appian Way as examples of the aw-
ful blood-wreaking to be expected from Roman military
justice. Twenty thousand were similarly massacred at En-
na and Tauromanion. These unscrupulous deeds of re-
tribution that went far toward annihilating the-ancient
civilization by stimulating a blood-thirsting craze in a
long succession of Roman emperors, completely extin-
guishd all hopes of the workingmen for the achievement
of liberty by violent means.
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In the light then, of these shocking truths—which
every one should calmly study and consider—let us ask
ourselves the profoundly relevant, home-thrust question :
—shall we, a second time be suppressed and our health.
inspiring agitation, our aroused and resuscitated move-
ment, ou7 hopes of better days, our civilization be stop-
ped? And shall labor again succumb to a degenerate
military despotism like thatof the Neros, Caligulas and
all the Ceesars? Here lies an alarming foreboding, if not
a posititve danger; for so long as labor still obstinately
refuses to vote and . insists upon rebellion, continues to
choose the irascible rather than the diplomatic, how can it
be otherwise hoped or expected than that history will
vepeat itse.f?
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TAINT OF LABOR.
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Srovexrs of history appear to be of three distinct
clasges: . fixat, those ;io examine it to enn];x the: stir-
ring. scenes of war and the exhibit that it es of pop--
ular pageant, pomp and military genius; secondly, those-
who exsming it with an object of gleaning facts regard-
ing spiritual, - eoclesiastical and other matters of reli-
gion; and lastly those who-search for recoanted deeds as
well as clues.to tenets of social movements among man-
kind.. In this last, there has been an increasing interest
sincp the beginning of the nineteenth century.

. Ampni the precious. obscurities sought by our genera~
tion are historical fragments, obsour:%nta and nj‘;fmions
apd queer aphs on tablets of bronze, stone, earth.:
enware and other objects, containing inscriptions, symbols
and emblems, even rulesshowing the existence of labor so-
cieties all through the past civilization. . Especially is re-
search, quickened in the hearts of a eertain class of -anti--
quaries who are interested in the search of history, for its
social phases.
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It is evident from all clues obtainable that in the open
world there has never existed a social government. Ef-
forts have been made to prove that mankind at various
intervals and at various points, once enjoyed conditions
of life based so radically upon democratic laws as to re-
semble those now adv ; but such examples do not
bear the test of rigid investigation. Although there have
existed republics and paternal governments they have
been so tinged with patrician leadership on the one hand
and patriarchal dictatorship on the other, as to render it
impossible to compare them with the socialism now advo-
cated, where the lowly ascend and the lordly descend, to
unite on a common level. The deep aim of these great
struggles of our age known as the labor movement is to
acquire and to enjoy complete and lasting co-operation.
This co-operation, or brotherhood of life economies is ex-
: gzcted to be not only political but economical, olum.ginﬁ

th the government and the methods of creating an

dispensing the means of life, from the competitive into
the purely democratic or co-operative. A practical adop-
tion of this mutualism by any tribe or branch of the hu-
man family has probably never yet occurred and never
has such a state of things existed except among those se-
mAﬂ]{ organized, of whom we propose to treat.

the evidences combine to prove that the only meth-
od societies have ever yet used, either in political or in
economic life, is the competitive one; and as the change
from the purely competitive into the purely co-operative
involves little less than revolution, or to say the least, in-
troversion, it becomes a study of gravest importance.
In the remote past so meagre was the co-operative and
80 potent the competitive that there existed no interme-
diary classes and conflicts were common in consequence.
Roscher thinks that middlemen are an indispensable el-
ement to peace; and it seems ®vident that his opinions
are not without grounds, when applied to every stage of
the competitive system in all known ages of the world.*

+ Principes & Fconomie politique, Paris, 1857, pp. 175-6. “Tant qu'fl existe
eontre les riches et les panvres une clese lnurmbg&lm idSrable, 1'inQ
worale qu'elie exerce suffit pour empdcher une collis.un ’.
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Glimpses of evidence reward the researchers into the
early history of the laboring masses by establishing the
fact that there primarily existed no middle class, But
we find great numbers of freedmen or plebeians as early
a8 700 years before Christ. Men were originally divided
into lords and servants.. There were masters and there
were slaves. The chasm between these two was an emp-
ty pit so wide that no leap from one olass to the other
was considered either practicable or imaginable, Aslate
as the sophists there appears a pronounced aversion to
wage taking, especially in all business having for its ob-
ject educational results. Plato abhorred a sophist who
would work for wages. Public servants in the instruc-
tion of philosophy and other branches of what was then
an ordinary education,;were despised wheén they allowed
themselves to belittle their manhood and their calling by
this ignoble pay. Plato received gifts from the rich but
refused pay. He was a patrician or peer. A statesmsn
of to-day who receives gifts and is not content with his
salary is regarded with distrust and aversion, almost e-
qual to that against wages in ancient times. One can a«-
count for this metamorphosis of ethicsonly in the com-
parative absence in those days of labor among patricians
or managers. Although free mercenary soldiers were
common who took wages for their recompense, and free
hucksters and other petty dealers were known to exist,
yet most labor of cultivation, of building, of housekeep-
ing and a considerable amount of the labor of mechanics
was performed by slaves.

The law of Moses had partly abolished slavery among
the Hebrews as early as B. C. 1400, probably on account
of the contempt for that degradation which the Hebrews
felt, after the deliverance from their protracted slavery
in Egypt. It appears that the Hebrews were the chief
originators and conservators of what is now known and
advocated in the name of socialism; and their weird life,
peculiar language, laws, struggles and inextinguishable
nationality scintillate through many of the obcurities of
history in a manner to command the wonder if not the
awe of all lovers of democratic society. Especially does
this remark apply when we consider the intensely and
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bitterly opposite charactet of every other eommumity or
nationality with which the Ilebrew race has ever ecome in
eontact.. : :

The Hebrew people were the Congregation and the
g‘l;ce where they assembled was called the Zadernacle.

e Pentateuch that records the great Jewish law, quite
sufficiently explains that absolute liberty, or relative soci-
al equality was a law of Moses. Under no other code of
laws have equal rights of man with man been ible
among other contemporaneous nations or tribes; 6
the ethics of the family, the city or state, were grounded
upon the competitive rather than the co-operative or mu-
tual principle® Nearly all the ancients were fightera
The Hebrew branch of the great Semitic family seems to
have been & partial exception. It is true that they had
wars and competed with outsiders; but their peace-lov-
ing traits within their own ranks, prevailed over warlike
ones, probably somewhat as a result of their long captiv-
ity in O(Eiypt, but principally from the peaceful and hu-
mane code of laws which they received from Moses. But
it appears very certain that Jewish monotheism, together
with the aom:ly or mutually protective habits of this peo-
ple and their comparatively mild laws made them the ob-
ject of hatred among the more competitive and eonse-
quently fiercer nations with whom they came in contact.

It is not then, from this Semitic branch of the human
family that our struggling, warlike and competitive char-
acteristios are derived. A close observation of the He-
brews discloses that although they were often engaged
in strifesit was generally because attacked. The aggress-
iveness which characterizes mankind springs not from
the Semitic so much as from the Aryan germ. Two dis-
tinct ideas have been contended for from the dimmest re-
moteness either of the provable or the conjectural history.
One is the co-operative, which means the mutually pro-
tective or socialistic, the other the competitive or warlike
and aggressive. : :

3 Leviticus, xix. Mann’s History of Ancient and Medismval Republics, PP

$—10,
I“ Fu:tol de Coulanges, Cité Antique, Chap. i. Croyances sur I‘ame et sur

mo
«The Phosnicians are excepted from this remark.
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Through thousands of ages men have vigorously cor-
térideq for these antipodal results, especially in Europe.
They lidve contended for them through religious beliefs,
through social inculcation and philosophy, through ri%-
id kcholastic training, and through the most implacable
hatréds, bloody persecutions and race-wars ever recorded
ifi the annal§ of mankind. Until we become better ac-
quainted with the history of the poot classes and divest
ourselves of clouds that have hitherto obscured tjhe vision
of 4l historidhs; until we study the past especially the som-
Ber life and strange career of the Semiti¢ family, from a
standpoint of develqpmegt or evolution, and analyze their
sttangely tenacfous and persistent views unbiased by
the views through which we &re still taught to regard
others; until we can catch the practical advantages of co-

sration, mufually one with another and thorqughly see

e #avige nature of competitive life, must we remain
blind to the true object which inspired the greatestad-
vent of this world;~—the visit and labors at Palestine and
the movement whose nndying germs there planted the
world still loves and cultivates. o , ,

! These words are expressed pfeliminarily to announcin

ficts which- have perhaps never before been, observe
and certainly never enough. considered:—that the Ary-
or Indo-Furopean branch of the human race has al-
Wiys, in private and in public Hfe, in religion, in soci-
al conventionalism, in methods of reasoning and in its
iiéal economy, been competitive, whilst the -Semitic
tanch has ever been erative. For thousands of
yéars these two great families have lived over against -
etich” other, sometimes mixed, sometimes by themselves,
Have sh'ugglgd 4nd fought, have built up and torn down,
edch with its own inexorably fixed notjons; and never
ad we shall prove, did they show anything like a fusion
of even & conciliation of the two systems until three
hiindred yeard after the death of Christ. They are war-
ring #till; and the direct causes of this warfare as well
as its direct results are the great labor movements of to-
diky. We hope in these pages to showthat the natural
bént of the lowly majority of mankind is toward co-op-



42 ---RACE PECULIARITIES.

eration; that.race hatreds ran so high that it became
necessary to have an Intercessor or mediator to act be-
tween the two races and their two ideas, in order to
bring about a mutually co-operative system under which
the large majorities, including working people could bet-
ter subsist. It became necessary to %mve this Interces-
sor not merely to arrange areligion based uﬂn salvation
of the soul or immortal principle, but more likely, as our
train of evidence goes to prove, to introduce an organi
ed method for the economic salvation of the downtrod-
den and realize practically the promised “Heaven on
earth.”

We mean by this that from the days of Moses, dating
something above fourteen hundred years before Christ,
there have existed two distincetly opposite sets of ideas or
of thought upon which mankind—the arrogant blooded
fawily with its competition on the one hand and the slave
with his rebellions, and freedman with his formidable un-
ions on the other—have been struggling to build up civil-
izations. The transition from a completely competitive
to a mutually co-operative sl{lstem involved complete rev-
olution. The channels in which human thought has run
since man has been a mere animal, occupying as the the-
ory of evolution daringly asserts, a hundl;'ed thousand or
more of years, have, except in the case of the persecuted
and sometimes almost exterminated unions, been purely
competitive.

The competitive is the oldest system known. It is pro-
foundly aged. It is the system cmployed by all living be-
. ings by which to procure for individuals, each for itself and
its species, the means wherewith to subsist. It is, with-
out the least snadow of doubt, the original. It consists
in methods of the individual, whether a weed, a tree, fox,
reptile, hawk or human being, of subsisting, as an isola~
ted creature or ego, independently of others. It has recog-
nized self as uppermost and taken upon its own respon-
sibility for others’ sake their care only for gratification of
self, as that manifested in preservation of species.

Back in the remote past, as reason began to dawn u
creeping cave-dwellers or troglodytes of our race, when
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thought was inspired by suspicion and methods of subsist-
ence were based upon cunning, nature, in the vagueness
of his understanding was full of terrors. As he began to
realize the certainty of death, man established the first re-
ligion; but it was purely upon the competitive basis, al-
ways with this aristocratical ego uppermost.

Not until uncounted ages had passed, nor until this pa-
gan religion was inconceivably old did another appear,
arising from the mutually protective or co-operative idea.
This was at so late a period that by groping back into the
misty past, we are enabled to know its founder and trace
its history. That it was an innovation, intolerably anti-
thetical to this more aged, origina.l competition or brute-
force underlying and inspiring both business and religion is
proved by the hatreds borne against it, which have so
stamped themgelves, not so muglgl upon the religion as up-
on the whole race that kindled its flame, spoke its tongue
and cherished its ideas.

The great struggle going on to-day seems best under-
stood by the laborer.” Persons brought up under the
purely competitive system which governs human affairs,
see with diﬂll):ulty the idea of true socialisin ; but the Jews.
even of our day, grasp it with ease. We are at a loss to
comprehend this. hy should the two founders of the
labor party in Germany have arrived while young, at the
same conception of & method which involves & revolution
from the prevailing ideas of g)olitical economy? Marx and
Lasselle had been born and educated under the Mosaic:
law. Ricardo,a Jewish speculator in stocks, was brought.
up in strict obedience to the Jewish law by his father; but
finding the Hebrew doctrine very adverse to his specula-
tive tendencies, notions of wages and political economy, he:
withdrew or seceded from his ancestral religion and join-
ed the more numerous ranks of the competitive one.*

The Mosaic Law, divested of its idiosyneracies such as

8 8ee Prof. Ely’s French and German Socialisms; Chan. xil. pp. 189-203;
Lassalle’s Allgemeiner Dautacher Arbeiter Verein. Ferdinand Lassalle and Karl
Marx were Jews; and it is conjectured that their ease in comprohending the
true theorias of the working people eminated from their early training.

¢ McCulloch, Introduction to The Life of Ricardo; London, 1876.
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thirty-two hundred years ago, when men were eimpler,
wer!?suihble enough, condensed into fair English, reads
about ax follows: ‘ nid fn awe (f
- - It is compalsory upon every man to awe an
obedience bI;fore hm andezoﬂler and to keep the sab-
bath. Do not turn in favor of idols nor e molten
gods for your worship. Al sacrifice of a peace offering
must be offered of your own free will, and eaten the same
dny and the next; for if any of it remain until the third,
it must be burned as unhallowed and abominable.

When you reap the harvests of your-land, leave some
in the. eorners of the field and do not gather the glean-
ings of the harvest nor glean the vineyards. Leave some-
thing for the poor and the stranger.’ All stealing, falsg
dealing and lying, one to another are forbidden. You
maust not swear by my name falsely nor profane it. You
are forbidden to defraud or rob your neighbor. Pay with-
out delay the wages agreed upon, to those whom you en-
gage to labor for you. Never ill-treat the deaf nor put a
stumbling block before the blind, Be careful and dis-
creet in your judgment and your word of honor, treating
neighbors with righteous equality. Never go about tale-
bearing among the people, nor stir feuds with neighbors.
To hate your brother is forbidden and: to prevent him,
from falling into error you should eall his attention to
his faunlt. Abstain from revenges and grudies against;
the people and love your neiglll,'gor a8 yo OU?hvute‘.
y;)eu; sfbock afﬁtgdsthge natural law of selection. Ii?;t the
seed of - your pure. Let your garments un-
mixed; if linen, let them be of pure hnen; if wool, Ilet
them be all: wool. ‘ ..

Then follow many details minutely describing what
constitutes crime and what the punishment. Many of
the punishments, while probably in very good keepimg
with an early and semi-barbarous age, appear to us brut-
al and distastful in the extreme. Ti: severe punishment
of death’ visited upon all who defiled the peculiar people,
by mixing their blood with Moloch,® has gone, far foward,
preserving the Hebrew stock from admixture with other,
races of mankind. The purity with which the Jews have

7 Leviticus, xxiif.' 23. 8 Leviticus. xx. 8. 7. 0 Levitious, xxi. 14
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thus majintajned themselves amid vicissitudes, such as
Wotild have swallowed up and annihilated any other fam-
ity ‘of the hurhan 'race, i8 readily pronounced one of the
-tiiost reyiarkable phenomena ericonntered in the study of
sthnology. ' The command is severe against witch, wiz-
gird and spirit-worship.?® This must be partly accounted
for by the fact that the Egyptians, under whose domina-
tion the Jews had chafed for 400 years'as slaves, were
armong the ‘'most superstitious in their belief in, and ‘wor-
ghip of all sorts of prestlgmtmn Charms, incantations,
iutchomft and all the sleights of thé wand were so go
ular that the art was'for ‘ages imterwoven with-their H
gion. * However much we may debire to'igndre all men-
tion of religion in this history of ‘the ancient lowly, we
find this' fmpossible because of the'prevalence of priest-
ywer and dictum in pohtlcal econom The Hebrews

ere the only anoxenta who ‘worshipéd one deity;* and
g that dei presented to'beé the very ohe whd
ictated the law of OBes, would nutumﬂy bé gevete

#gainst false gods.' “I'am'a jealous God,” isan expressioh
‘often repeated in the bible;* and such a one jn &
©odé of laws for'the government of men would s¢arcely do
otherwise than’ ke idolatry a ¢rime. Immoddsty ‘also
receives a full sharé of condémnation from “the great He-
brow 'law, which' thoroughly deﬁnes W, cohstxtutes
unrefined or immodest actions. ' ™ Tk (i

It is thus seen that a lofty t of chastity and of mor-

s purity is iviculested: into Mdsafomw “Fhere is
nothml?km it that binds the Jews te the- iee of any-
e closé sommunity of goods. ¢ law of Moses

is not communistical. Gompehtrve methods:then unow,
were the reigning ones. But the law was mutuall
tective. The condmon of socle:g to-day is tone a
great measure by the tﬁmtwe of the demands of this aged
code, Nearl aﬁ above cite d&amgmphs are now
being obeyed by us; and they act among Jew and
Ty this s mean! g one Amimates slipowertul botng.  Anclen ;“""”'nm":'.?n

other P forms, most of which lmted the working class with contempt
2 uwelhnll ohow,pnl homge 'Mc,
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gentile, an effective part in keeping our civilization pure.
The command™ that the people when harvesting their
ain and grapes, should not forget those who are less
ortanate, but should leave some for them, is a touching
rebuke to the niggardly system of these more enlighten-
ed times. Ome remarkable habit, that of buying and sell-
ing, owning and profiling upon slaves, even of their own
kindred,® seems inconsistent and cannot again enter into
ractice, It also, to our critical understanding, brings
1nto severe reproach and doubt the sacred or divine au-
thorship of the law of Moses. Jesus rectified all this.
Most of the customs of the Hebrews are fixed. The
same rules established in Palestine thirty-two hundred
years ago are still adhered to. It is true that at that time
Jud®a was a farming or pastoral country; and that the
Jews of to-day, having been separated by defeat and per-
tion, scattered and distributed to all portions of the
world, cannot continue their original pastoral and agricul-
tural vocations and so have become merchants and mon-
ey lenders and have assumed the various methods of ob-
taining a living similarly to other people. It is also true
that being thus isolated, having no country, and obliged
to exist in the competitive world, under the competitive
idea, they act among outsiders competitively,” This they
do; and they do it thoroughly.

Leviticus xix. 9, 10, BExodus xxi. 2—8. Our object in bring-
ing the Jéwish question in here, is to arrange the groundwork before bringing
forward the: t movements of the lowl{’, enslaved working people, who, as
will be seen, not only their grievance but their distinct Plans of Salvakion
from trouble, which thb,ﬁfor ages followed.

1sSe¢ Millman, . istory, of the Jews.
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Hisrory b to register facts and to throw its ear-
liest light on actions of the human race about the
time that slavery began to take its leave. But eno of
the slave system always remained to cast its dark s
ows upon life. There had, previously to the historic rec-
ord and ages before the breaking up of slavery, been an
immense’ an immeagurable period of time through whose
trackless swamps humanity had trod; for the weak, uncer-
tain story of a once happy reign of }‘{sgtune, wWe are for-
ced to ignore for want of evidence. en we reflect that
there were freedmen or emancipated slaves two thousand
years before the beginning of the Christian era, and that
consequently the laboring classes have been struggling
for four thousand years, writhing out from their dlave fet-

1Plato says (Laws, iv. 6, Bekk., L. ed.), that a whllo before
cities were ever t, as is told, and dm-lng the M‘tn there ex-
isted a certain extremely ha;l)lpy mode of government to regulate the dwell-
ing of men.....Jt had ding spontaneously..... It
wu verned by Demonl of a diviner, more pertect race. Plutarch (Nu-
pdw& so speaks of such a time nt.m- that Numa desired to
brlng ose ha; g“dayl to men. Plutarch nilione Oraculorum
18,), also says that urn slept on an island o tho blessed. But it was
in ancient Italy, Cf. Dionysius of Halica R
i, 34,). that the mythloll Sltul'n md Janus chained down the god of war
and closed the temples again rency and want. The conclusion, af-
ter all our research is,-that the wllo story is & myth based upon the well
knowa longings which gave shape to thouundl or toplu and Messiahs.
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ters without ha vmg yet fully succeeded, we may at least,
establish & basis of conjecture as to the time it required
for the laboring denizens of the ancient slave system to
grow to a conception of - manhood and womanhood, suffi-
cient to break their first bonds Of the purely slave epoch
which preceded the art of annals we have little but con-
jecture. There must have been a comparatively high civ-
1lization at the dawn of manumissions, where and
archmology find human sociely and begin gracefully to
transmit to us its deeds. An inconceivable space of time
must have intervened. Let us atliempt to make history
the lahoring classes from conjectural data in order
connect m bmdmg the known with those dark
abysees of the unknown in antiquity.
- The supposed original oradle of the Aryan family from
which comes' the Caueasian or Indo-European type, is
Central Asia. Greeks and Romans were Aryan Europe-

T tes, Jews or He.bm and Phaeni
g:hSem;tw family. We_have alreaq;v
i¢ races, - espacia Jews, were us-

imperfect and unsa igfactory form of
leal in place of the Pagan or purely
% basis upon which tg build thejr so-
ilization. ~ The pyans, especially the
18 on the contrary, puilt their sociely
m upoxi the extreme pompetmve ides.
nd is, mutuag, interacting, Joving, char-
rential .and non-destructive; the afher
gsively egoistie, combative and destruc-
lofty, intelligent, capable and suscep-
levelopment of physical type and of
o — ) t’han any other branches of the hu-

MR ree.t-

1 appem qm all the endmogs ﬂmt the form of

spcxety was nndﬁ aves.! © The extreqm
3 Under the ancient i nllglon vhlohgunrned poliuul w'nllu

w«e habits, was axclusively based upon man-worship. ‘ Zeus ot Jupuet

Padan thncs'wo be mn mmtoc' o S e ruts, e "’?
es. » e of
) ~ Gracie, V. 14, '&“Xu t two prayers were offered at
Are.nlwnbnmlng otlhcududmmdotlou. .
itoire des Classes Ouvridves of des Clasees
Bourgeouu, C’Iuwc i, " iv. v
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lowliness of the laboring man’s condition at that remote
period can easily be imagined when we consider that all
the children of the aristocratic household except the old-
est son born of the real wife and legal mother, were to-
tally unrecognized by law. All except this heir, were
originally slaves. In fact this was the origin of slavery.
The first human law was, long before being written, alaw
of entailment upon primogeniture. When the patrician
or owner of the property, which in those times, mostly
consisted of Jands died, the property did not fall to the
children or by testament, as is now the case. It fell to
the oldest male child. No other person of that house-
hold had any cluim upon it. The deccased father may
have had many other children, but these became subjects
to the manor; and frequently they were very numerous.*

This cldest son amcil inheritor was, by usage of that,
dajy, obliged to bury his father within the house, or coart
and worship him as a god. 'lhe original workingman was
not even a citizen.® There is no lack of testimony regard-
ing this curions custom which was really the religion
and the rule or groundwork upon which stood the anci-
ent competitive regulation of labor. Let us now trace
this new family in order to get at the origin and perpet-
uation of human slavery.

There being in primitive ages no power as now exists,
b:hind this new heir and administrator or despot of the
paternity, he easily becomes an absolute lord or monarch.
To make this unjust and wonderful civilization appear
more comprehensible and home-like, we may assume fa-
miliar names. A rich farmer, one who has inherited his
property from his father, dies, leaving many children,

4 Fustel de Coulange, Cité Antique, c. vil. pp. 76—89 Droit de Suoccess-
tom.  Granier, Hist. des Classes oridres, p. 69: ‘‘Ainsi, nous pouvons
dire maintenant que mnous avons trouvé les premiers esclaves qui furent;
¢’ étaient les enfants.” As to the great mumbers in families, see Iiad,
XX1V. v. 4956, 6. 7:

Levmicovrd pot joav, 7' HHivbor vies A'xaidy

E'vveaxaidexa pév pou ifs ex wmdvos hoav,

TOUs GAAovs mot eTirTOV évi peydpoiar yvvaixes.
80 also Platarch, Theseus, 3, says that Pallas had 50 chil Gideon
had 70, according to Josephue, Antiguities of the Jews, Book V. Chapter ix.
Apeon had 60; dJair 80 children.

sBucher, Aufstinde der unfreien Arbeiter, S. 11. “Der beste (antlke)
Staat echliesst die Arbeiter vom Biirgerrechte ans: und wo sie dassclbe ey-
hallen. konnten, blieben sie rte:s eine misachtete und eintinsslose Iilasse,”
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boys and girls. There may be several daughters senior
to his oldest son. This latter, however, because the first-
born male, comes into sole possession of the paternal es-
tate. The girls are of a sympathetic, unsuspecting na-
ture and being also less physically powerful, theg make
little or no resistance. The boys are young; and bei
in this tender age are, after a certain amount of struggle,
in shape of battles, with words and other weapons, also
compelled {o yield This bully moreover to accomplish
his purpose, also draws upon the superstition of the un-
fortunate children and hides the wickedness of his avar-
ice behind the sanctuary of religious rites over their dead
father who practiced the same cunning, force and craft
tefore. The bully thus originated the great law of en-
tailment upon primogeniture, and has never once loosen-
ed his grip to this day.

To resume our home-drawn, prartical illustration of the
origin of this ancient law of nsu-pation, it may be said,
that not a penny can possibly fall to one of the many sis-
ters and brothers thus cast out, although they had con-
tributed their labor toward the creation of the estate. He
becomes the supreme ruler over the property. By vir-
tue of the arrogant law of primogemture, ancient and
hallowed as the adoration of the vestal fires, this unique
successor becomes, without formality, the monarch. But
his possessorship is not confined to the ownership of the
real estate of the paternity. He also owns the stock and
fixtures thereto belonging. Among the rest of the stock
and fixtures are the brothers and sisters; both those who
are pure, or born of his own mother whose character and
chastity, especially in ancient times, were always beyond
reproach, and also those more numerous children other-
wise born.® These all fall to him also, as part of the in-
heritance! He is monarch absolute.’ He has become a
ﬁler Jamilias; and as such, has the power of his father

fore him. No law exists that can restrict his will

¢In ancient days, as shown in note 4, they were often very numerous
For the law giving li to binage, see Gaius, Twelve Tables.

7 Dionysius of Halcarnassus, Archeologia R or R Antiquiti
liber IL “cap. 25; Seven My on Ancient Greece, Oxford. 1
52: “The state gave parents the power, atrocious and unnatural, to
kill them; he—the fa’her—could refuse to preserve and rear his own off-
spring.” = Bee likewise Aristotle, Politic, 4.
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He cannot liberate his poor slaves ;—for it is an assum-
ed episode in prehistoric conditions that we are describ-
ing; it antedates the era of manumissions, although the
same wrongs existed long afterwards. But he can pun-
ish his own slaves—his brother, sister or his child, with
death. He can sell them. He can whip them and im-
pose upon them the most cruel of tortures. Tiger or
lamb is his option,

His religion is as aristocratical, as brutal and exclusive
a8 his economic and social policy. Unlike the mild dem-
ocracy infused into the worship of present civilizations,
his religion cannot tolerate even the thought that all may
do homage at & common shrine or adore & common Fath-
er. To allow this would be to cancel the distinction be-
tween master and slave® The father of this autocrat,
buried under the hearthstone, has himself become the
only god whowmn this man may worship. Thus every nerve
is active in perpetuating, glorifying and rendering aristo-
cratic and lordly the prestige of his house.® The sacred
altur is his father’s grave over which is kept a fire that
is never allowed to be extinguished.* His own father
thus becomes his tutelary god and guardian, watching,
like a veritable spook, with a jealous eye over his inter-
ests. Should this sacred fire be extinguished, the acci-
dent is punished with an ignominious death." This par-
ent-god, like the man when walking on this earth, is be-
lieved to be subject to hunger and thirst. He must con-
sequently be fed with actual food; with bread and wine,
butter, honey and the purest delicacies of the table. If
this be neglected, the propitious smiles and favors which

s Postel de Coulanges, Cité Anti chap. iv. p. 83 Here this student
explains the Pagan modo of sacrifice, includin;f the whimsical old su-
perstition of the Lares, or the remains of sald parent after buiial, to
which this living heir gave offerings of food, such as milk, clarified
butter, wine ect. . i

9In Greek, this altar was called Bwpds and ‘Eoria; in Latin, dra,
Focus—the focue of all thoughts. prayer, moral concern; the shrine.

10 This st t is not ly exact: for the fires were, o1 cer-
tain rare occasions, renovated. See , Cité Antique, p. 28, Feu sacre.

11 Centuries afterwards, when there had become many such aristocratic
houses, snch masters as were friendly with each other, found it neceseary for
mutual protectior iargely from the wrath of these very outcusts, to form
a city of aristocratic houses. A central city-altar or focus was adopted,
a central city-fire kindled and A Vigil or maiden watcher was stativned,
to keep its fires glowing forever. Punishment of a most horrible death was
mflicted upon her for letting these sacred fires die out.
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prayer invokes, are turned, by the slighted and angry
ost against the perpetrators of the negligence The

w of agnation or descent in the male line, rules severe-
ly in this family; and consequently the female portions
of it are the especial objects of the master’s power. The
lord himself being supreme, may commit acts of libertin-
ism such as would consign others to the punishment of
death. Should his wife, the mater fumilias, vary from
the rules of family regularity, it would place in doubt
the descent of the paternity. It would cause it to be-
come a question whether her first-born son, the inheritor,
were really his own and of thc pure blood—the agnate.
Should the deception be so veiled as to escape the mas-
ter’s knowledge, there yet remains a still more terrible
source of disclosure. The buried gods themselves, om-
nipotent and omniscient, jealous and disturbed, feeling the
dignity of their noble line defiled,” their august preroga-
tives encroached upon by a pretender who might in turn
at death usurp the beatitudes of the penates™ and the
holy altar, are aroused. Conscience in the guilty mother
becomes too galling to permit of life’s longer endurance
and death must be the consequence a.ffernfhe confession,
and the error rectified by the destruction of the intruder.
Here is the key to that extraordinary tenacity of ancient
ladies in wedlock with the noble or gens families, to vir-
tue.* The Lares, or redoubtable ghosts, are, as we now
begin to understand, charged with the office of chastiziny
such criminals ; also of watching all the thoughts, words
and deeds going on in the sacred penetralia—penates—of
the living lord’s household. So egotistical and selfish is
this religious culture that none but the family can pray
at that altar and no one can be prayed for except mem-
bers who have been in high standing. A thing so degrad-
ed as a being compelled to subsist by labor has no place
there, no family, no shrine. Family initiation made it worse.
But we have only entered upon the description of this
despot. His most revolting attributes are yet to be put
into history. All the creatures of his household, with

13 From this may be traced the origin of blood-distinctions still boasted
of and trnaciously coltivated ; in dynasties, as divine right ; in families, as. pres-
lﬁ" The horror against this sin was inexpressibie; a lisson with ome
of the outcasts rendercd the crime trebly henfous,

138ee Livy's Lay of Lucrelia. 14 Pl h, Quastiones R 51,
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the exception of the noble mother and her first-born male
child, are slaves.* They may be, as we have said, broth-
ers and sisters, or even children born to amorous eoercion®
of this thus privileged despot; yet lhey have no claim to
anything but his sympathies. Having no legalized rights
they are meninls; left without education they become
sycophantic and unmanly. Their food is coarse. Onl
e lord and lady of the house are entitled to wheat bre

They are glad to get peas and second-rate bread.! Should
too many infants be born, a council is called and it is de-
liberated whether the little innocents shall be saved or
killed* The children being slaves, are not supposed to
be supplied with a thing so dignifying as a soul.” The
most abject superstition reigns. For a slave or a strang-
er to enter the aprtments of this lord, is an offense, impi-
ous and unpardonable. The lord’s own parents and an-
cestors before them for generations back, are buried un-
der this enclosure soul and body; and their jealous manes
or ghosis,® are believed to be omnipresent and on guard,
with power to repel or punish the sacrilege. The man-
or house is situated within the holy court. The common
slaves and the children constituting the true laboring ele-
ment, are taught the most extreme reverence. Should
they violate any of the rigorous rules they are subject to
punishment; if the lord of the manor wills it, with death,
Thus deep superstition, hard, unpsid labor, hard fare and
degradation are enforced by the cunning wiles of priest-
craft; for love of profits from labor seems to originate or
urge ancient priest-power. This superstition is the more
necessarily rigorous, since lack of faith is known to be
dangerous, leading to sedition and rebellion.

15 Fustel de Counlanges, Cité Antique, 1. ¢, 1.-iv, Antiques ances, From
these phenomena of the ancient familv may be traced the origin of the belief
in ghosts, spooks, spectres, haunted abodes etc.; tdem, Hm 127-

16 I'lutarch, Solon,  xiii 17 Horace, Epistole, 1ib. 11. Epist. 1. v, 128
“Vivit siiiquis et pane secundo ’ Poor fare for labor continued late. Of
course, where much harmony and love existed the despot cauld bz generous,

18 This practice held good amonz the Dorians even after Greeks began
te acquire the art of making historical recorde. See Plutarch, Lycurgus, xvi,

19 Homer, Odyssey, lib, XVII. ‘The passage here alluded to refers to a
comparatively enlichtened period, As late as Plato, when emancipations
and resietance had created a middle class, It was doubted whether working-

le had all of the attributes recoguize& in true members of the human
mly. Cf. Plato, Rep. vi. 9; Ixxi. Laws, vi ; Homer, Odyssey, xvii, 8832,
Plato wanted elaves and believed in the lrxggerioﬂ.ty of gll laborers

0 Cicero, Pro Domo; Tuscul um Disy ym Libri, 1. 16: “Sub terra
cense!ant re'lquiam vitam agi mortuorum.” = Eari, i les, Alcestis, 163; Hecuba.
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-The lord of the estate permits of no social or religious
mixtures with other people or other estates. There are no
tenants, no neighbors, and consequently few sociabilities.
Egoism i8 g0 severe that little of the kind can be tolerated.
It is master and slave; no intermediaries. Communities
are unknown. Promiscuity which makes the village,” the
community, the social gathering, the free sports of chil-
dren and general merriment are interdicted by this pro
found solemnity based upon an adoration of, and implici-
obedience in one central ruler; a man who is the inherit-
or; who, by virtue of this inheritance giving him power,
and of this egoism giving him will, assumes, as through
the countless ages his ancestors assumed, to be the sole
owner in life, and the immortal to be worsh.iPed, caressed,
entreated, propitiated, glorified, after death !™

‘We have thus described, as if actually existing among
us at present, a scene whose stage was once this earth;®
whose unhappy actors were workingmen and women and
whose managers were then as now, the captalists; a scene
which mankind, grace to an eternal resistance, in turmoils,
servile wars, and innumerable social communes, has largely
outgrown. It is a scene which no civilized society could
at present tolerate. Yet it was the almost all-prevailing one
among mankind of the distant past in Greece and Italy.

Lordship, therefore, was the very first condition in the
establishment of society; slavery its antithesis, the sec-
ond. Of the middle class occupying the %reat gap wide-
ly separating the lord from the slave there was none.

1 The ancient house was sitnated within the sacred enclosure, This enclos
ure was divided, among the Greeka,r;]nw two parts; the first belng the court
The house was In the second part o sacred was placed near the cen-
ter of the It w y at the foot of the court, near the
entrnnce of the house. ’l‘he Romans had lt dlﬂerent.ly. though essentially the

The focus remained, as in Greed e, in the center of the enclosure, but the
bnud ings were placed around it losvlngk an inner court; the walls of the honses
mln% nound it on all sides, The Greeks used to say that religion taught them

0 build houses, Fustel de Conbmges. Cilé Antique, pp. 63—86.
12 In Greek the éoria deowoiva, in Latin the Lar {mdwm were key-words
of the ancient pagan family, Etymologically this is the origin of the tezm despot.
23 We _ have not space to make copious quotations from the numerous an-
thors who®e descriptions and hints we have ransacked in search of the proof
of this condition of ancient affairs ; but recommend the doubtful to the follcwing
commentators and ol ﬁlm.l writers: Granier de Cssssgnac, Histoire da Classes
Ouvridres dc. Chapters iil. iv. v. De Coul Cité A to the po-
ems of Homer; to almost any of the voluminous workn ‘of ucero 'to the Ora-
tions of Demosthenes to Orelli's Inscriptionum Collectio ; to Bbckh's Ompualn-
scriptionum Gracarum ; to Enrigldes, Alcestis and eegecmly Hecuba, passim; to
Plato’s Creatiom, 80—2 Rep. 21 to Pausanias, Descriptio Gra-
oe; to lncroblua, Somnium Sci ipionis & Saturnaliorum Libri and many others.
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That came later. For fully six thousand years it has been
growing more and more numerous until in the nineteenth
century it may be said to have almost filled the great cav-
ity and is now pressing in all directions to force the ex-
tinction of both those aged originals.

Theoretically, this middle or intermediary class betwixt
lord and menial, owner and outcast, immortal and perish-
able, is perfect; occupying the ambrosial vales of Utopia
where men are no longer struggling for existence against
despotism, ignorance and death. In theory we should sup-
pose it an altruistic state in which men looking upward to
wisdom and mutual love, and backward to past ignorance
and competitive greed and hatreds, would erect their so-
ciety and their government upon a pian wherein neither
lords nor menials could have law or footliold. Such would
be the revolution realized—the revolution that began with
manumissions, But practically—although many are dream-
ing of this ultimatum—we are far from it. Lords still
- exist though with milder domination and slaves yet remain
though on a higher plain,

. M. de Laveleye informs us that communities held lands
in common for the people in times past* and cites an
abundance of instances in proof ; but while this may all be
true, it is none the less true that the original condition was
that of masters and slaves. Particularly was this the case
with the people from whose records we extract these data
—the Aryan race. It is the perfectly natural condition,
explainable in the theory of development. In the Aryan,
especially its Indo-European type, we see the original the-
ory of development verified; and it comesto us from pre-
historic data which philology, archeeology and reason har-
moniously combine to verify. What would man, primi-
tively a wild animal, naturally do? Would he not be just
like all animals? It wants only the observation of an hour
to note that a group of barnyard fowls, soon after being
put into a yarg begin fighting for mastery or lordship;
and this conflict will not stop until the strongest, clever-
cst chanticleer has mastered every adve.sary. This also

% De Laveleye, Primitve Property, pp.187. In attempting to prove these no-
tions about &rlmit‘ve property, this anthor is confronted at the outset, with the
fact that he is seeking to rebut the principle of development; his village com~
munities are a late, not a “‘primitive”’ condition,
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mnst be said of a herd of cattle grazing on a common.
The strongest steer, after a full test of its muscular
forces, becomes master of the flock and remains so,
With perfect truth it might be further remarked that
should no individual of the herd be of the male gender,
the contest for mastery will be between the heifers ; thus
seeming to prove the principle of the survival of the fittest
without any reference to the instinct of perpetuation of
species. Even tElla.m:s, in their struggle for existence are
constantly in the competitive field, warring with each
other—the tares rooting out the wheat—until the hand
of the reasoning cultivator lays low the obnoxious weeds.
Thus it is shown that the principle of individual ascend-
ency with its acknowledgement, is the original and nat-
ural one. It is the quiriture dominium. The law of nat-
ural selections and survival of the fittest applies without
the aid of reason. Naturalists who have lavished great
care and honest pains in search of proof of this philosophy
in plants, animals and men,™ have scarcely brought their in-
vestigations to bear upon that new, almost supernal power
of reason, which some admit to have come later, as a re-
sult of evolution.

If we are allowed to tread the penetralia of this philos-
ophy with the eye and ear of a critic we shall find in the
law of natnral selections the bed rock of brute competi-
tion. While beholding this with the conviction of its
truth and forced to admit it as the fiat of growth, we
shall see that it rests upon the toppling trestles of brute
force. We shall find that the superstructure resting
upon these abutments is time-worn and rotton. Its spans
are becoming unsafe; its planking hoof-worn; its string-
ers sway with the winds OF newer things and we find our-
selves dizzy peering into the angry foam of progress be-
low. Aslong as there are only masters and slaves the
strongest brutes may survive; but when the new idea of
manumission arrived which was forced upon the masters
by the growth of population, the survival of the fittest
changed hands. If we accept the dootrine of natural

35 We here incorrectly place man above animals in defference to the egoism
he has not outgrown. h.upeciallir is man to be considered and classed among
animals under the philosophy of the fittest, since thls very survival is mostly
the result of the competitive struggle, akin to brute force and antedatiog the
milder forces of reasou.
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selection based upon brute force we accept the survival of
the fittest as its corollary. So long as the doctrine is so
based it remains undeniably true. Reason is not there.

But with the advent of reason there came also sym-
pathy, civilization, enlightenment; and these have already
so filled the world with mutual or altruistic sentiment that
the working classes of both Kurope and America are now
combining with a determination to drive from the world
the whole brute force upon which the old theory is based.
They will not longer hear to the competitive principle
which holds up the shrewdest and strongestas fittest to
survive, They demand the extinction of competitory
force and insist upon equal opportunities for co-operation
such as will result in the survival of all. They are thus
ushering in the era of reason. In disenthralling their
species from the competitive system of the isolated in-
dividual and establishing them on the co-operative or al-
truistic system they procure the revolution. They usher
in the era of the survival of all and banish from the world
the culture of darlings, the reign of partiality, the pres-
tige of masters and the servility of slaves. But as force
lies at the bottom of the law of natural selections and the
survival of the fittest, so reason, its moral antithesis, must
be the bottom rock upon which the new mutualism is
founded.

We cannot leave this theoretical dissertation without
some reflections upon the ghastly immorality and the re-
turn to insatiate selfishness which this new philosophy of
the survival of the fittest inculcates; and must submit
that it not only logically inculcates an arid dreariness of
words, but has already produced and is producing wither-
ing and demoralizing effects. We shall submit that the
religion of Jesus, planted by a manual laborer and form-
ing the basis of hope upon which stands the great labor
movement of our own time has been severely attacked,
stamped as a calamity and trodden under foot, notwith-
standing the fact that this plan of faith has been the power
that openly struck the first well organized blow at the
system of masters and slaves and boldly championed it
88 & principle; and in essence it has never since shrunk
from its prodigious task toward realizing the much con-
tested doctrine of human equali.,.
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Viewed from a standpoint of mere comparative strength
of organized muscle and brain, or of the low cunning and
prowess which wrench from the weak and unwary what
they do not contribute to produce, this theory of survival
is undeniably logical. But these forces are the old, orig-
inal ones and strictly belong to a period prior to the ad-
vent of a society enlightened and refined by reason. They
are animal and are of the ages of bullies and of clubs.
Why we confront such theorists is that this philosophy
does not keep march with the very power that gives them
insight into it—reason The original state was egotist-
ical, with brutal force—forcible possession. The next was
arbitration, discussion, conciliation—all the struggles of
reason. The former occupied an immense, unmeasured
period of time, the latter has also had its vista of tedious,
unhappy ages; for since the first glimmerings of history
and archsology it has numbered between four and five
thousand years and its milennium is still far away. Itis
the transition period; the passage from pure brute force
and labor ordered by masters and performed by slaves
with survival of the fittest, to the pure era of reason, mut-
ual love and mutual care, with the survival of all. Such
is the revolution.

Whoever, therefors, at this enlightened day, forgetting
his reason, the very weapon he wields with which to grasp
his inspirations, allows this aged original, because it is
yet true of the beast or the plant, to usurp the domain of
reason self-won in the struggle of ages,® returns to the
dogma that because the survival of the fittest has been
true of snarling beasts, of the plants and of the club-and-
weapon age of men, it is also true of men in a state of rea-
son and refinement, is going backward dragging reason
with him into the caves of the troglodyte, :

Let us glance at the moral effect upon the mind, of
persons in search of wealth and other means of happiness
natural to our lot in the competitive world. A student of
evolution is constrained by perusing the pages of Lucre-

38 Mr. Darwin, a thoughtf 1l and thoroughly careful writer refrained from
pu :hing his argumet on thi.sabject farther than it applies to energy without
reason. A carefal student of Darwin will perc:ive that he always uses the low-
er order of life as proof ; sach as plants, birds, fishes, and the other an'mals. He

¢clings to this, not venturln{z { to the domin of tae reasoning power, which is
slonu capable to grasp the labor problem.
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tius, Vogt, Spencer, Darwin and others, to view man as a
creature without an immortal soul. Through the doctrine
of development as explained by Darwin, men are taught
to understand this perishability merely as a logical corol-
lary of the premise itself.” "The theory carries with it
the irrepressible deduction that if man has an immortal
soul he has, himself, been the maker of it." The theory
from the first, assumes that he is a creature grown from a
long line of consequents, each an effect of causes natural
to this world. This is evolution., It holds that motion
and heat acting upon the material spread out upon this
earth will of themselves, generate -life; and that from
cells or matrices of slime it calls protoplasm-—the assumed
earliest forms of life—come shape, growth and variety,
some of which in time have reached as high a develop-
ment as reasoning men. Nor are these ideas confined to,
or the work of, the benighted and superstitious. They
are gaining -ground among the most thoroughly respect-
able and learned ; so much so that it is already danger-
ous for the followers of the old belief upheld by Plato and
Moses, to criticize or compare arguments agaihst the
ponderous weight and increasing multiplicity of proof in
its support. So irrefutable is the evidence which our in-
defatigable diggers in science have accumlated, that from
the timorous lispings of a few years ago it has become
a creed for the army of science; and is claimed by nat-
uralists, by comparative philologists and historiographers,
by archmologists and others in the field of ethnical re-
search, to be the key of the new discovery.

‘What then can science do for the immortal soul? Man,
certainly, away back in that night of time of which we
are going to write a history, while yet an aminal and brute,
a homo troglodyticus, not yet knowing how to build a fire
or hardly to wield a club, conld not have possessed so
noble and highly developed a thing as an immortal soul !
Or if we can conceive this to be possible, what shall we
think of him during the still earlier cycles of his existence
in forms yet cruder and more remote? Further than this

27In making these reflections we do not set up s disclaimer against the the-
ory of development. The object is to show the pernicions effect upon the mind
of masses, should thia theory become universally acknowledged, and taught,
before the competitive system is superseded by the co-operative or socialistic.
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we may in our play of fancy measare him "at the dawn of
his development of reason, which is a faculty higher but
less unerring than instinct. Reason is a gift which must
be guided by social laws. Not having these, man must
have been a maniac ; either thus, or he preserved enough
of instinct to guide reason. The reason of a madman
turns to cunning.® Cunning, we are told, is the weapon
this ferocious, selfish, competing, primeval being first
used to work his title clear to the realms ef immortality!

Thus in reading rare records of the ancient lowly we
cannot be too thoughtful or too careful when contemplat-
ing the subject of immortality. Though old in life’s
ephemeral span, the human race is still in the dawn of its
day; and the sun has yet to rise higher and illume many
a still dark chasm of our belief. The great aphorism of
Lucretius:

“Proinde liret quotvis vivenlo condsre smcla:
Mors sierna tamen nilo wnnas 1 a8 manebhit,” »

thongh it has been parried and fought in darkness, is like
that Proud:on :—* La propriété c'est le vol,” still respect-
able ; and so long as our standard cyclopadias speak of
the Rerum Natura of Lucretius as the “ greatest of didactic

ms” ® even now, wien the grand sun of man’s morniny
of life has lit up all the grotioes but that of fate and ren-
dered radiant many a dark belief, just so long is it wisest
in us to withdraw cavil, polemic and concern from a post
mortem future and throw our whole religion into practical
doings for the improvement of ourselves upon the mortal
stage. But most especially are these wWords wise counsel
to all engaged in a study of the labor problem.

Such is this wonderful man, says the theorist, developed
from a protoplasm of slimy earth. Then up to this stage
he was without a soul—an animal. He further developed
to the stage of reason—mind. Cunning must then have
secured for him the boon of an immortal soul; a thing

2 Piato, Laws, vii. 14. “‘The , without bdnzﬂued by edneaﬂon. bo-
<omes crafty and cunping and of "wild b the
knew the icrce natare of men and his eeventh book of Im ia lthonglltml eodo
of p ing habits le, and punishing with means
in use for domg g0. Plato even doubts the ‘vossibility of asoul in such wild
Creatures.

SLua'etiul, De Rerum Natura, lib. I11. 1088-9.

merican Cyclopadia, vol. X. p- 7117, ed. of 1867.
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which most people agree in belicving that the reasonleps
animals do not possess! ‘

This sort of speculation may appear quite innocent, even
popular; for such is the freedom of thought in these days
that men delight in catching at the gossamers of skepti-
cism: Where the danger to the moral sense arses on this
new philosophy, is in the fact that the revolution is not
yet realized. The world is still 1n its competitive stage.
Man is still combating with his blind egoism in the strug-
gle for existence, It is not altruism or mutual love and
care that governs his career. He is yet fighting againgt
odds for survival ; and if his fitness to win the means of
life 'prove insufficient he does not survive, but perishes.
Khowing this, he is too ready to apply his reason in tle
direttion of selfishly actuat«d cunning, and thus wring cut
a living recklessly. Onc thing however, has always barred
him from the exercise of dishonest cunning. It is con-
science. From the earliest data we find man building
upon conscience as the foundation of ethics. As we have
shown, it began with the mother’s virtue. True, it was
absurdly imaginative, figuring the rage of the Jar famili-
aris in case that weird omnipotent was offended by an
evil deed of the living. Thus to commit an evil deed
used to cause conscience to fill the imaginations of men
with horrid appearances rising from the grave. Goblins
and spectres of a thousand shapes. Elfins and haunting
terrors appeared. Conscience was thus the origin of
ghosts. gonscience, even under the most aristocratic and
tyrannieal religion, held base actionsin check. Under the
ﬁrevai]ing religions of the world conscience at this day

olds evil doing in check. Ethics is now, as in ancient
times, based upon conscience. All laws are largely the
outcome of it. It is the inner counselor of outward
actions and conscience of the individual must never give
up its scepter so long as the competitive, egotistical state
dominates. When the revolution bas been accomplished,
when society shall have arranged the getting of the means
of life on the mutual or co-operative plan, when it shall no
longer be the survival of the fittest but the survival of all,
when it no longer becomes necessary to fight in the cruel,
dreary old field of competition an.l the struggle for exig-
tence ceases, then we may find some vague grounds for
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imagining ourselves no longer compelled to apply the check
of conscience; since wrong doing will have lost its incen-
tive.

But now, in the height o’ the great competitive struggle
when working people, goaded at the sight of their own
labor products falling into the rapacious hands of monop-
olies, are again on the rally and are forming the most com-
pact and extensive organizations that have yet existed;
just at this moment when the restraining counsels of con-
science are most needed to check and withhold what else
may become mobocracy, with results more furious and
sanguinary than the deeds of Eunus and Cleon or of
Spartacus and Crixius which we are going to relate, and
at the very moment the moral world seems riven and
quails before the swelling legions of aggrieved labor or-
ganizing in the struggle for existence with the multifold
weapons of an advanced enlightenment at their command,
what do we see? ,

A new thingin the world. A stranger in form of a phi-
losophy which deniesthe immortality of the soul. A codex
which seeks its precedents back of religion or law, beckon-
ing into the world a totally new scheme of dialectics. In
denying the old belief in immortality it stamps the ancient
conscience;™ for what further use has ethics or morality
for conscience, after the cherished hope of earning some
longed-for compensation in the hereafter, has been lost ?

The only conscience left to man would be that based on
cunning! This invites him back to the law of Lycurgus,
which made stealing a virtue but being caught, a crime.
Conscience the foundation rock of religion, ancient and
modern, is ground to powder by this new giant philoso-
phy* whose arguments seem fortified by the chemist, the
archmologist, the comparative philologist, the paleonto-
logist, the geologist and all naturalists now devoting them-
selves to labors which are to prepare for a study of ethni-

51 We refer mostly to that moral side of conscience which has hitherto zo0
mwerf%lsly actuated and restrained men by force of behef in awards and pun-
ments.

33 Arnobius was in &zreat doubt on the quest'on of immortality. Lucretius,

author of the celebrated didactic poem on nature, believed that the soul perishes

with the body. Aristotle, now known as the greatest of teachers, could never

Bromlu anything to those inquiring of him on the problem of immortality.
arwin was equally silent on the sabject.
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cal science. The boldest of these claim, as we have shown,
that when in the long course of evolution, man, then a
brute but with a stature more erect and a cranial organism
more capacious than other creatures with which the for-
est teemed, began to experience the first scintillations of
reason, he exercised this new and growing gift for his own
advantage and to secure his own personal survival; sacri-
ficing all others for himself through prowess and strategem
or cunning. Conscience came later and established ethics
which has developed society, law and order and kept him
somewhat restraiied. Religion is the handmaid of con-
science and both groped together up to the present time
iuseparable—neither able to exist without the other.

Thus the new philosophy finds man. Religion rests
upon assumed immortality; conscience upon religion, The

hilosophy, by proving that belief in immortality is an il-
usion, that the soul is an etherial delusion, that with the
decease of body comes our eternal quietus, proves also
that there is no religion. The great bulwark of human-
ity; moral law, order, hope, restraint, is annihilated at one
stroke. Conscience, resting upon religion,” is also shat-
tered with it, and man goes back to his primeval cunning
and brutal instincts.

Now, in coloring our description of the revolution in a
history of the lowly, let us select an average workingman
who has been converted to the new philosophy as thous-
ands are—and picture the effect upon him as an agitator
of the labor question.

Belief in the doctrine of development is belief either
that man is without an immortal spirit or that through
his own genius and cunning he has evolved or developed
one out of his original beasthood, independently of an al-
mighty power, The latter is not even pretended. Con-
sequently immortality is denied. The belief also stamps
out religious conscience ; leaving in him the counscious-
ness that, as there is noresponsibility before Gcod—there
being none except insentient law which regulates the uni-
verse, the only thing to consider before the commission

38 Conscience resting on punishments and rewards for actions in the phys-
ical world, as effects of caunses, is not here taken into consideration.



64 INDO-EUROPEAN LABOR,

of a deed, is caution, for safety’s sakey; first that the.act
may not recoil upon himself, and second, that he be not
caught in it and discovered. These are affairs of cold
reason. Concience with its compunctious concomitants,
is ruled out of the affair; and rigid experimental know-
ledge, aptitude, tact, adaptiveness take its place. No mat-
ter how horrible the work to be undertaken, he is totally
absolved from danger of punishment if cunning enough
to elude the patural and the statute laws and succeed.
With cold reason and in cold blood he fearlessly under-
takes the deed, knowing that to succeed is to survive his
victim and be happy.

Lions, dogs, wolves, hyenas, vullures are constantly do-
ing this for they are in the world of competition and have
no conscience ; and he is not a whit above them morally.
Had he the restraint of religious conscience in the same
field of competition, he would be lifted by it above these
brutes. It teaches him the survival of the fittest and in-
flates his egotism with presumption that he is superior to
his victim. It thus unhinges the little enlightenment
which mutual co-operation and social interaction have by
great agonies of effort and with the labors of conscience,
sympathy and belief in immortality, brought into the
world. Docs it indeed, threaten our civilization ?

One will say this shocking description may apply to the
workingman; but we think it too often applies practically
to the most educated. It especially applies to them; for
such revolting immorality seldom penetrates the ranks of
laborers who from remote ages of the past have been re-
ligiously inclined and rather prejudiced in favor of reli-
gion. No tale of ancieut labor can ignore its religion.

But admitting the workingman, snd agitator to have
become a convert to this philosophy, we still have the same
revolting consequences. Such consequences are now con-
stantly transpiring. The present century is producing
some reformers who are believers in the doctrine of de-
velopment and are scoffers of religion. Few of them ex-
pect to live beyond their grave. Many have no conscience
regarding a future punishment and are two Lonest in
their earnestness when they conspire againstgreat wrongs
and argue to destroy this ecivilization. Any person
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shielded from restraints of conscience bya logic which
“poses on the dignity and grandeur of science, may guard
'gimself and his legions from detection by buckling on the
life-preserver of cold reason, and boxing himself into some
sequestered laboratory and with recondite presumption,
‘construct infernal machines. He may sally out with these
and if there come conflicts between him and unjust juris-
prudence or even tornadoes of destruction, it is but the
recoil of a philosophy that is driving men’s conscience
from the earth. :

This lack of conscience is seen in the brutal treatment .
of poor slaves by Damophilus to which we devote a long
chapter of this book, It is a want of fveling that marks
the social ages of the past and rightly does not belong to
modern days.

It were difficult to describe the terrible depression of
moral sentiments to which a man naturally sinks under
this doctrine, if really convinced by it that his own cun-
ning, aptitude and ambidexterity are legitimate forces
upon which he must depend for success and survival.
Freed from the fear of punishment beyond this life, he
finds that the conscience within his breast hss fled.- There
is no everliving, responsible soul and consequently no re-
spounsibility. He finds himself completely absolved from
any danger except that of failing in the attempt. He de-
Pends entirely upon adroitness or cunning. Egotism
ends himfaith in this; for men are enterprizing and glad
to underiake innocent adventures and in this philosophy
every act is innocent which does not recoil upon its antlgor
Thus stimulated and shielded he goes back to brigand-

o and hardened to fratricide, is willing to do devil work
of whatever manner that promises to gratify greed, whim
or caprice, in cajoling the transient hour. In the com-
petitive struggle for existence, it is true, every one has
the same chances but the sorvival falls to him who pos-
sesses the.most of force, tact and cunning., Reason has
not yet changed the moral aspects of things from this
fighting, competitive state, to the mutually co-operative
condition wherein all harmoniously agreeto care for each
other as the best means of caring for themselves. This
great epoch is fast coming. Until its arrival men are in
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thie competitive, tra.nsitiom:{ state whose progress de-
pends upon every possible advantage known in civiliza~
tion; and one of the most powerful agents for transform-
ing such into noble, sympathetic beings, and quickening
them into the sweet emotions of love and care, is and al-
ways has been conscience. When the time arrives that
reason shall have become wise, shall have massed its way-
ward individualism into collective solidarity, pruned off its
egotism, dressed itself inrobes of charity and mutual love,
outgrown its benighted gropings and adapted itself to a
seat in the Christian temple of equality, then there will be
time for further and more scientifically investigating the
crowning problem of immortality.
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LOST MSS. ARCHAOLOGY

TRUE HISTORY OF LABOR FOUND ONLY IN
INSCRIPTIONS AND MUTILATED ANNALS.

Prororyees of Indastrial Life to be found in the Aryan and
Semitic Branches—Era of Slavery—Dawn of Manumission
—Patriarchal Form too advanced a Type of Government

ossible to primitive Man—Religious Superstition fatal to
gndependent Labor—Labor, Government and Religion in-
dissolubly? mixed—Concupiscence, Acqisitiveness and Iras-
cibility a Consequence of the archaic Bully or Boss, with un-
limited Powers—Right of the ancient hzather to enslave,
sell, torture or kill his Children—Abundant Proofs quoted—
Origin of the greater and more humane Impulses—Bym-
pathy be]%ond mere Self-preservation, the Result of Ed-
ucation—Education originated from Discussion—Discussion
the Result of Grievances against the Outcast Work-people—
Too rapid Increase of their Numbers notwithstanding the
Sufferings—Means Organized by Owners for decimati g them
by Murger-—Ample proof—The great Amphyectyonic League
—GHimpses of a once sullen Combination of the Desperate
Slaves—Incipient Organization of the Nobles.

Tae history of the lowly classes of ancient society must
begin with manumissions,' although slave labor seems the
most ancient. There have come to us very few traces or
accounts of the slaves of high an iquity. FExcept some
relics which have been found in caves, some hierogiyphs
carved not perhaps by themselves but by masters portray-
ing their low condition,® we have no landmarks to guide

1Granier de Cassagnac, Hist. des C'asses Ouvri2res, Chap. v.

2The typical strikes and uprisings of glaves do not come to us in their dreaded
form except through vague, unce:tain ev:dence, until about 600 years before
Christ. . See chapters on Strikes and L prisiugs, « fra.

Fl
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our groping inquiry through the long night of time which
lasted till the dawn of manumissions. Unlike the African
slaves of modern times who were the property of a class
of masters not of their own race or kindred, the ancient
slaves were, in race and consanguinity, the equals of their
masters ; and there can be little doubt that the causes of
their emancipation were in any instances, their own
resistance to slavery. At present the laboring classes of
the same races we are describing—the Semitic and Indo-
European—are organizin% in immense numbers and with
skill to resist the forces which modern wage servitude in-
flicts ; and it is therefore very similar to the great struggle
humanity passed through in ancient times, to resist the op-
sressive system under which nearly all were born. The
ifference between the two struggles however, lies in the
fact that the ancient one had to deal with the lowest, most
debased and cruel species of subjugation which the ancient
religion stamped into its tenets. Both these great strug-
%les are of long duration. When the first was partly won
bristianity came with its doctrine of equality® and
brought the struggle into the open world. It went hand in
hand with thé emancipation thovement until chattel slavery
and its vast, aged system may now be pronounced extinct
throughout the civilized world. The struggle has contin-
ued ; but from emancipating chattle slavery it has shifted
to the enfranchisement of competitive labor.
Notwithstanding the profound learning and research de-
voted by M. de Lavelaye* in proof that the primitive con-
dition of mankind was of patriarchal form, we find that the
great slave system always prevailed among the Aryans from
whom we are the immediate descendants; and indeed he
sets out ® with a confession at least that the early Greeks
and Romans never had any institutions of the communal or
patriarchal nature. Prof. Denis Fustcl de Coulanges makes
% Granier, Hist. des Clasess Ouvridres, pp. 392-4; Laveleye, Primitive Prop-
erty. Introduc. to 1st ed., pp. xxvl,, xxvil. xxx.. xxxi, Here M. de Laveleye
again admits slavery to have be>n earlier than communism.
4 Primitive Wy, Eng. trans., pp. 7-23, chup. it
b Idem, p. 6. ‘“From the earliest times the Greeks and Romans recognized
private property as applied to the soil and traces of ient tribal ity
were already so indist:nct as not to be discoverable withount careful study.” M.
de Laveleye might better have said such traces are not discoverable at all; and
indeed, the most of the instances he cites are of a comparatively recent era, the

probabdle devilopment of resistance. thousand of years after the manumission of
slaves had set iu as a result of their sirines and uprisings, of which we get clues.
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00 hesitation in eaying that the Aryan religion, as already
described, made the first born son, by the law of entail, the
owner of his own children who thus became slaves.* Ref-
erences to this old custom are very numerous in the an-
cient writings." Under Lycurgus® the Spartans tried the
system of communal proprietorship from the year 825 to
871 B. C. Although every deference was paid to the ten-
ets of the Pagan religion that this celebrated code of laws
established by the %reat lawgiver should not interfere with
worship, yet worship itself being interwoven with pro-
perty was seriously disturbed; because to divide among
the people, the ra.b{)le, the profane, that which fell to the
god who slept under the sacred hearth, or to his living
son, seemed to be & sacrilege too blasphcmous to endure,
The scheme fell to naught. The probable fact is, that the
ancient paterfamilies, perceiving himself robbed of his pa-
ternity, united with other patricians in similar trouble and
succeeded in working the overthrow of the innovation.
‘We propose to establish that these great inmovations, like
the laws of Lycurgus and many similar attempts at reform,
the detailed causes of whose mighty commotions some-
times shook Rome and Greece like the eruption of a vol-
oano, were often cansed by the multitudes of secret trades
and other social organizations existing in those ancient
ays

Historians seldom mention them. The reason for this
is quite clear. This disturbing element was made up of the
outcasts of society. How did it come about that there were
such outcasts? The answer to this involves a detour of
discovery into phenomaua of evolution. Of a family of say
thirty persons—there exists abundance of evidence that
there were often thirty and more persons born to one patri-
cian or lord *—there is but a single owner or director, the
first-born sen. The other children and servauts by pur-
chage or otherwise, are slaves. It was a crime to leave the
paternal estate. They might be clubbed to death for dis-

6La Cilé Antique; Leviticus, 1. 4.

1Plato, Minos, also Serviue In Zneid, v. 84, vi. 152,

sRoscher, Histoire de I’ Economie Politique, French tr. Paris, p. 192. “He
adopted a common property; education in common, eating in common, steal-
ing anthorized, commerce interdicted, precious metals proscribed, land divided

equn]lz among the citizens etc.”
9 Granier de Cassagnac, Hist. des Classes Ouvrieres, p. 70
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satisfagtion with their lot but they must not leave or desert.
it. That entailed certain death. In extraordimary eircum-
stances they actually did leave the bondage of the paternal
estate and beecome wanderers or nomads. This was the
probable origin of the second estate. We mean by this
the freedman. Whether they obtained their freedom by

revolt and bloodshed, by running away from their mastery,

or by emancipation as per agreement, makes little difference.

In the Asiatic races of later times mentioned by Le Play,*
they seem to have never relinguished their sllegiance to
some lord, patriarch or ruler. By a tenacity of habit to

which we shall refer, the very most ancient customs thus

sometimes come down to us. The power of human habit is
astonishing, There linger to this gay, in the religion wor-

shiped by the most enlightened of mankind, many rites and

forms common in remote antiquity; for although the tencts

and the sentiment are no longer the same, the old rites

befit themselves to the new ideas,

Desertion from this bondage is known to have been a
very risky affair ; because the deserter or runaway slave
hal('iynot. only the perils of the act of desertion to run but he
also forfeited his right and title to the small hope of bliss
accorded him by the gods after death. Even at emanci-
gation the right of worship ceased,” and a new alter had to

e erected. This was in case of marriage of & daughter
when no one was injured or offended. But a deserter was
treated with terrible malignity both by the father or owner
and by the injured deity whose relationehip in pedigree
or consangninity he severed, desecrated, disgraced by the
blasphemous act, They had curious opinions en death;
and religion to those ancient working people, was a part of
life.* The fear of not being buried with the right of sepul-
ture was greater than the fear of death itself” Although
comparatively no consequence was attached to a slave, yet
the slave himself being by lineage and by entailment a chat-
tel, evidently had some right to sepuiture. Of what kind
smong o Bonude (b Gl Gocindania of oha i Beseray Tomaoed
e e

10 frustel de Coulanges, Cité dntiquer. ehape T ¥ 28 of e

18 Idem. chap. i.p. 12 “L’opinion premiére des antiques générations fut

que l'dtre humain vivait dans le tombeau ; que I’ 4me ne se separait pas da
%orpa o,t' qu’ elle reatait fixée £ cette partie du sol o les ogsements étaient en-
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it is difficult to determine,“ beeause historians who recorded
military deedsand legal transactions which in later days
were eonsidered work for noblemen, were themselves al-
most always of noble blood and would not mention 8o mean
a thing a8 a slave who performed labor. This fact accounts
largely for the scarcity of written record in regard to labor
in ancient times.

Compelled by the darkness of this unwritten age of slav-
ery which must have lasted infinitely longer than seven
thousand years of whose events we catch an occasional

limpse, we first find the great philosopher Aristotle ac-
]gmowledging,“ in his startling prediction that  slave Jabor
may become obsolete.” 8o again Rodbertus of our own
times, looking at and judging from the organized resistance
of laboring men, predicts that society will outgrow wages or
competitive slavery.” Here are two seemingly parallel
cases ; the one representing a condition of affairs 350 years
betore Christ, the other taken from actual conditions before
our own eyes, in both cases, given against the stubborn will
of the ruling wealthy by two of the profoundest and most
daringly honest philosophers the world has produced. At
the time Rodbertus von Yigetzou made this startling pre-
diction, Germany under Bismarck, was stifling every ef-
fort of press, legislation, trade-unions and socialists, to give
the dreaded fact to the world. The freedmen at the time
of Aristotle were forming an innumerable phalanx of com-
bined strength. It is not hard for students of sociology to
understand why in ancient times no mention was made b
historians of the wonderful organizations which then existed.
Bat for laws necessarily recorded for the use of government
and for the habit which labor unions of those times enter-
tained, compulsorily perhaps, of inscribing their name, fes-
tivities, the tntelary saint they worshiped and the handi-
oraft they belonged to, upon slabs of stone, there would be
no means of knowing or even conjecturing the history of
a transition period which launched mrankind, sf er long cen-
turies of struggle, out of a passive submission to abject ser-

18 Idem, cnax. . Anti Croyances.

1 Later we find cremation; but only the poor who possessed no ground

burncd their dead. These were the outcasts supposed to have no souls.

5 Aristotle, Politics, 1. 4. 16 Kodbertus, Normal Arbeitstag ; Ely, Hist,
French and @erman Socialisms, pp. 176-7,

]
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vitade into the true competitive system. We shall farther
on have more to say in detail of the hatred and contempt
which the ancient slave masters held toward their poor
working chattels. :

There was a taint upon labor, 8o there is now. Thus
far then, there is no progress. We shall attempt to ana-
lyze the original cause of this taint upon labor and prove
‘that the progress of to-day consists in its diminution.

Admitting the theory of development we go back to man
at the dawn of reason, when he was still a beast. We even
imagine a group, such as Professor Oswald Heer has pic-
tared in the frontispiece of his masterly scientific work on
the fossils of Switzerland.” Prowling around this group of
naked human forms—some upon trees, others crawling,
others walking plantigrade, or gorilla-like—we see wild
animals, birds and reptiles, all in search of food. Just as
the steer after a desperate encounter with its rival comes
out the victor and ever holds the mastery over the rest of
a herd, so the most powerful and ferocious of this group of
primevapmen wins with his club, his fingers or fists the
mastery over the rest. These are first impulses. They are
entirely animal in character. Wild geese and ducks seek
in conflict the means of knowing which of their flock shall
be leader in their flight; and him of the most magnetio or
mauscular or intellectual powers they follow. The purely
animal, then, is the form which primitive, animal man as-
sumes. This strong master of the group is the prototype of
the patrician and inheritor of the estate as thousands of
years afterwards we find him lord of the manor with his
glaves about him. It would be absurd to suppose that im-
mediately at the dawn of reason, this wild animal actually
assumed one of the highest types of civilization. The com-
munistic or even the patriarchal is one of the highest forms
which human beings have attempted. They have, itis true,
been attempted but mostly to prove failures; simply be-
cause they were of a type even in their crndest state, too
far progressed for others to appreciate and apply. The
master or as we may better characterize him, the bully has
always been too jealous. That Abrabam and Moses tried
a very low form of it, and isolated themselves so as not to

1 Dr, Oswald Heer, Urwelt der Schweis,
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interfere with others, is true. But it is too well known that
the Hebrews were not appreciated in their good work,
Their very attempt to institute the patriarchal system even
in its imperfect, half competitive form, brought against them
the jealousy of the world of heathendom. It was an intol-
erable innovation upon the more ancient, aristocratic, brutal
gystem of masters and slaves. And it was no mere indi-
vidual, but this gigantic system which massed its powers to
-drive the presumptious Hebrews from the face of the earth.

The mere animal form of government must have come
first. This reasoning, says the law of evolution, must have
borne very brutalforms. Surely enough, so we find it at the
-dawn of history and at the highest discernible antiquity not
only in Greece and Rome but in Egypt. It was the slave
system under which the Egyptian monuments were built;
-and no thinking person can doubt that thousands of years of
this slavery must have elapsed before the Egyptians arrived
at the art of architecture in which recorde({ history finds
them. Advancing reason had already been of millennial date
ere those people could have known how to carve their hiero-
glyphs with nice precision upon the monuments. Again,
we fail to see that these inscriptions mention any mode of
a more ancient communal or patriarchal government.
The simplest form of governing the primeval race must
have been the one adopted ; and the simplest was the one
common among the animals of to-day. There was al the
head of every group, or tribe, or family, a master; and him
the rest obeyed, afterwards adored.

It next seems natural that surrounded by wild and fierce
«creatures of the waters, glades and forests, the first rea-
sonable thing to protect this master would be to select some
place of security—some rock or cave or height, whence he
might go or send forth into the forests, the swamps and
shores in search of fruit, roots, shellfish and game. An-
other thing; it is natural for man to settle permanently
somewhere. This is peculiarly the case with the Aryan
races. Itis the form of life almost universally adopted by
the Indo-Europeans. They select a seat and conquer and
subjugate in all directions. This also corresponds with
our proposition that the first idea was to obtain a home.
With the growth of experience in the application of reason
came egoism which it is said the brute does not often man-
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ffest. Now with animal prowess, a little reason and a large
egoism, we have what the present labor movement callsa
“hoss.” He is endowed with the threegreat attributes
which our modern authorities on moral philosophy denom-
inate irascibility and concupiscence.

Given the right of proprietorship wrung through supe-
riority in physical power from his tribe and his ohildren,
and he unhesitatingly uses them as slaves. This the true .
beast cannot do, since it requires reason. The first irapulse,
that of cupidity, makes him a tyrant and the second, that of
irascibility, fills him with cruel ferocity, accounting for the
well known fact that the ancient slave-holder could and often
did kill his own children.” The first impulse, that of concu-
piscence and acquisitiveness combined into one, makes him
desirous to enjoy and accumulate. So his children are nu-
merous. These two nearly allied sources of human desire or
greed filled him with a rivalry to accumulate and often to se-
quester the stores which the toil of his slaves produced.

A third impulse, that of sympathy, being yet mostly want-
ing, man reasonably was thus filled with pomp and greed.
These whetted his yet unbridled passions, making him
ambitious to embellish his estate, caused the land to be fruit-
ful, inspired him to build better houses, select and multiply
his concubines and otherwise adorn the paternity. But the
eoriginal parent-sristocrat or paterfamilias never until much
later, desisted from the enforcement of absolute virtue of
the parent-aristocrat mother or materfamilias.

Sympathy, it would seem came to him but tardily. Sym-
pathy was inspired later;—brought into the world through
the cult of the organizations of freedmen, after the begin-
ning of the era of manumissions. Socrates and Aristotle
recognized their powerfu! school of fraternal coherence and
mutual love which it seems almost certain calminated in the
wonderful institution known as Chistianity, destroying the
old Paganism or, at least, laying the foundation for its final
etadication from the world.

This picture presents a poor outlook for the slaves, who
were obliged to perform the master's drudgery. They how-
ever, always had two advantages: being to t{e family born,

18 Terenting, Heaulon Timorumenos, Act 111, 5; Dionysius of }vlﬁlearn

Antiquitales Romane, lib. 11, cap. xxvi,; Codew Justiniani, lib, tit. xl
L (Digest), lib, XXVIIL. leg. xi.
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they owned a meagre right to some kind of burial; whereas
it is known that later; the freedman could only expect ere-
mation. To have the remaine refused the nebls rite of bur-
ial was a disgrace. It was a virtual acknowledgement
that the person had no soul. Malefactors, runaways or de-
serters and freedmen so Jowly as to be without protection,
in other words all whom God spurned to recognize as hav-
ing an immortal life, were burned or cast eut to rot without
honors.” The other advantage was that their owners were
their supporters which freed siaves from the responsibilities
of the struggle for bread. Still the whole picture presents
a poor outlook for the slaves who were obliged to perform
his drudgery. But asif they might be inclined to desert
him the religious belief was so riveted upon their benighted
minds that for thousands of years they did not doubt that
the punishment for desertion would be a species of damna-
tion. The slaves were taught that the most hallowed of all
places was the central focus or alter of worship of the manes
of their master. The holy and awful funeral repast bad al-
ways to be partaken upon the same spot where the famil
ancesters lay. Thus for generations families worshiped :
other at the same tomb,* Wae have already quoted from
Dr. Fustel that the dread of being deprived of sepulture
was greater than the fear of death itself. So fearful were
the ancients, even the ancient laborers, of arousing the ire
of their tutelary deities that they worshiped them by sacri-
fices. They even fed ® these disengaged souls™ and period-
ically furnished them with wine, milk, fruit, honey and other
table delicacies which in life they had been kmown to pre-
fer. These strange beliefs which were by no means con-
fined to the Indo-KEuropean, but as Fustel de Coulanges has. .
made clear, embraced the entire Aryan family,® were the

9 Cicero, De Legibus, 2, 28, ‘“Hominem mortuom, inquit lex XII,,.
(meaning the Twelve Tables,) in Urbe ne sepelito neve nﬂmq ..Quid? qu.l’
post XII. in Urbe sepulti, sunt clari viri.”

"’5}}’3{1“‘“,&.9@' 1. 300 Euripides, Iohigemia, 476, “Behold, 1

n . : Kuripides, el pour
upon the earth of the tomb milk, honey and wine; for it is with these that we
revivi{y the dead;” Cf. also, Ovid, Fastus, II, 540.

23 Critically, this expreesjon is incorrect ; for the ancients believed that the-
soul was never disengaged, but remained buried with the body in bliss. Con-
sult Fustel de Coul Cité Antique, liv. I. chap. v,

33In substance Dr. Fustel, Jdem. p. 26 says: Ces croyances ne sont su
asurement empruntées ni par les Grecs des Hindous ni par les Hindous des
G{lol“ H (imli' ‘::leupwtendent 4 toutes les deux races, de loin reculées et dn
milieu de 1’ Asie.
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revailing ones and formed the basis of the great Pagan re-
igion. '.ghe superstition worked so powerfully upon the
benighted consclenoe of slaves that however severe their lot,
they required a higher scale of enlightenment than could be
had 1:’11089 low forms of slavery before they could sce their
way clear to revolt, This, however came in the course of
time. There is no doubt that discussion among the numer-
ous organizations of freedmen did much toward bringing
thls about. Theincreasing number of slaves also gave them
opportunity to meet and interchange opinions. In the deep
gloom of abject slavery men seldom revolt. Revolt is es-
pecially rare where there is no contact with public opinion
adverse to it. Itis not probable therefore, that the slaves,
however bad their treatment, found themselves in a condi-
tion enough advanced in the scale of manhood to organize
revolt until thousands of years of their abject servitude had
elapsed. But it appears certain that revoits had been going
on for a long time before we catch the earliest clues to
their history.

When language had become perfected and means of
mutual comprehension had come into their grasp, so that
an intelligent interchange of each others tfeelings was had,
and it became easy to express their grievances and suffer.
ings one with another, they began to revolt. If a lord or
capitalist in a paroxysm of unbridled rage, ordered one slave
for a trivial offense to be strangled by the others™ they
were compelled to be the executioners of their comrade.
If his majesty raised his hand and dashed out the brains of
his own child, the other c¢hildren,* though by no means
80 keenly sensitive to the horror as we of our own time,
would feel a common sympathy and perhaps lay up the in-
fanticide for a future day of vengeance. When the right of
sepuiture was taken from them and they found that even
the consolation of religion was gone, they went desperate
and reckless over the imagined withdrawal, by the God
they worshiped, of his blessing. In this state of mind they

s S8ee story of Damophilos in ehnpter viil., on the revolt of Eunus.

35 We have, in the anci ?ent records, many al'mxions to the murder o! chl]-
dren by the lords of the estate, See Dionyeeius of Halicar
Rhomana, lib. 1I. cap. xxvi. ‘0 8k T0V Pow.amv vopodérns drooav, Mcwuv, -
wxey 4Eovmav l'a'rpf xaf’ vio, xai wapa wavra TOv TOU Biov xpérov,..,, €drre dmox-
Tiveuvar wpoarpfitar:  Also Code of Justinian, lib. VIII. tlt xvif, Ieg X., where

this right is mentioned as having once existed : ‘“‘Jus (patrbus) vitee in 'liberos
necisque potestas olim erat permissa.”
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must have frequently plotted together and concocted insur-
rections.® They however, did not co-operate with each
other for the acoumulation of wealth. This is a phenome-
non of which we shall hereafter speak more lengthily. But
the principle cause of the rebellions which in course of time
became very common, was their increase among themselves.
It mast not be supposed because the master who owned all
at their expense and degradation, that he could and did live
in unbridled libertinism among his human chattels, who by
reason of the taint on labor never had recognized family al-
liances among each other. However stringent the rules of
tyrants over the oppressed they were never known to en-
tirely prevail over nature, 'What the form of alliance be-
tween the sexes of the very ancient slaves may have been
is not fully known ;—whether free of formality or by the
ligature of accorded right.” Be that as it may, the fact re-
wains that the human race was by no means dependent for
its increase upon the heads of optimate families. As was

_ the case with the negro slaves in the Southern States or the

American Republic, so in Greece and Ttaly the slaves mul-
tiplied among themselves. In course of time they grew
very numerous. Of course, as their number increased they
outgrew the actual requirements of the landed estate to
which they were enfeoffed. Then they were sold to other
estates or killed.* Later when wars occurred they become
mercenaries,” in earlier times, under their owners, as im-
pedimenta of the army; not as combatants, becau~e they
were of too ignoble birth to engage in the aristocratic vo-
cation of war. Still later we find them assuming the dig-
nity of combatants. Of this latter period we find clearer
traces, and shall show that these mercenaries were none
other than the supernumeraries from the estates, who had
run away to take into their own hands the struggle for ex-

26 Undeniable evidence of this Is fonnd in the great servile wars of Sicily,
where Demeter or Ceres, goddess of that region was complained of by the slaves
as having deserted them. See Blicher, Aufstinde der unfreien Arbeiter, S. 063
and b4, Siefert, Sicilische Skia: tege, 8. 17-18.

218ec chapters xifi. to xx. on the Collegia and Sodalicia of Italy and the
Eranoi and Thiasoi of the Greela—(%)eaking labor unions, which produce plenty of
grool’ that from before B. C, , the freedmen had their laws of marriage.

'he more ancient slavery is obscure in records of the social habits of the poor.

38 Granler de Cassaynac, Hist. des Classes Ouvridres, p. 61.

28 Grote, Hislory of Greece,—Dionysius the Elder. Dionygius, Tyrant of Syra-
cuse employed mercenaries. and ion’s conquest of Syracuse against Dionysius
the Younger was begun with mercenary troops in B, L. 369.
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{atence. It is very easy to prove that there were organize-
tions ot unions of meicenaries who sold their services to
‘princes and their generals, undettaking to accomrplish cer-
‘tain military feats for a recompense.

But we are still treating of the workingman as a slave,
"The father of the family was one individual. But the famil
itself often consisted of fifty. Now as the only one of all
these eligible to the blooded dignity of nobility was the
father, what became of the rest?® They were not only
glaves but they formed, as it were, another race. They
were the plebeians, the proletariat; “hewers of wood and
.drawers of water.” It was impossible under the extremes
of this social divergence, for any communication or sympa-
thy to be recognized between them. Even though the
‘master was the father and the child legitimate though a
glave, by the deadly inheritance of his bondage riveted upon
him through immemorial usage, he dared not look up into
his parent’s face with the sweet, tender love of our modern
-consanguinity ! It was a sacrilege. Equality was impossi-
ble. The number therefore, of the slave race compared
with the noble, was as fifty to one. Even as late as the
beginning of that powerful reform known as Christianity
which may be characterized as an emancipation proclama-
‘tion, the slave system was in full operation and the num-
ber of slaves enormous.

It is through that long night of slavery for the working
people, that humanity received its almost indelible stamp
-of reproach and contempt which lingers to-day in the
“taint ” of labor. During the struggle of strikes and up-
risings that set in after the slaves became numerous and
colonies of them, either as marauders or adventurers ap-
peared, the slave race developed many men and women of
extraordinary genius and ability. We shall present an
-elaborate history of these as landmarks in our biography of
‘the lowly while groping through the barren void which
the historians and the literary wreckers have loft us, torn in
fragments or quite unchronicled in their short sighted con-
tempt and eagerness to set forth only. exploits which the
.ambition of their noble masters inspired. So poor was the
food doled out by the masters to their slaves that they may

0 The Materfamilias or married mother kept herself in severe seclusion so .
‘a8 to be above suspicion
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be said to hdve been fed like animals from the crily, Hotéce,
Herodotus, Lincanus, Livy, Pliny and many others give tes-
timony of the wretched food tgese poor slaves received in
Greece, Egypt and Rome. Peas,”" nuts, roots, pods,
-skiromed milk, very poor bread, and none made of white
wheat flour.® GQGreat suffering from want is mentioned in
Pliny’s Natural History, among the slaves of Italy. Au epi-
-demic like the black death twice broke out among them.
He also states that this disease did not attack the noble or
well-to-do people.® These great sufferings and privations
caused the death rate to be so bich as to decimate the
ranks of the slaves thus reducing the danger always feared
by the masters, of revolt and of plottings for insurrection.
Aside from the curse which their lowly condition stamped
‘upon the slaves, they were treated with igmominy and gen-
-erally marked with the stickes™ on their faces. The word
stigma among the Greeks was full of reproach, not only
because the scars were on the faces and bodies of these poor
white men and women® doomed to perpetual servitude,
but because it was also indelibly stamped upon their social
life. Granier who produced a gem in his great work * for
which the subsequent labor movement acknowledges its in-
debtedness, says of this ancient slavery; “ This curse of
blood is implacable. Ventidius Bassus was so fortunate as
to become a consul, They said to him, you were a boot-
black. Galerius; Diocletian, Probus, Pertinax, Vitellius,
-even Augustus had the good fortune to hecome emperors.
They said to Galerius: You were a swineherd ; to Diocle-
tian : You were a slave; to Probus: Your father was a
gardener ; to Pertinax: Your father was a freedman ; to
itellius: Your father was a cobbler; and they went so
‘51 Horace, Ad Pisonem, v. 249.
33 Homer, Odessey, lib. VIII. c. v. 221, 222, The earth-born multitudes :

“Tav & dAdwv éud ¢nue woAv mpopepéarepor elvar,

*Ocgor viv Bporoi eigwy émi xlovi oitov &édovres.”

38 Pliny, Natural History, XXVI. c¢. ili. “Non fuerat hsc lues apud ma-
Jores patresque nostros *’
34 860 Comaedics of Plautus: Stichus, *“The marked Slave;” also Plutarch,.
Nicias, 20: Xenophon, De Vectigal, c.iv ; Dlod XXXIV. Dindo
uiiomer, Iitad, T 288 ‘ihe earth-bom multitude -’ n chap
? n chap. v.

assagn . y
117; McCullagh, Inauma?chm of Pree Nations ;—The Greeks. "Thls scholar
quotes from Hesiod's*Epya xai ‘Hudpas, V. 186., where the great poet appe:
to the lords for amelioration of the people's sufferings : * Hesiod lived for many
years in Bostia where the oppression and exclusi of the dominant ciasses
‘Was as unrelenting as in Lacedeemon.” Greek Industries, pp 6-7.
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far as to write on the marble of the statue of Augustus, in
the life time of this master of the world: Your grandfather
was a merchant, and your father a usurer.” The same keen
observer in his investigation of these ancient phenomena of
slavery, makes a very important suggestion, the result, he
says, of his own personal reading of the Iliad of Homer :
that as there is in the whole of that celebrated poem, not
one allusion to freedmen, or to the subject of emancipation;
whereas in the Odyssey there appear many allusions thereto
it is therefore, following the line of reason adopted by com-
parative philologists and historiographers in search of facts.
in ethnography, very reasonable to suppose that the Iliad
is the, oldest, and that the Odyssey came afterwards.”™
Here is a suggestion worth much to anthropologists in gen-~
eral ; and it is to be hoped it may be cleared so asto become
useful to the study of Sociology, We hear of no great. spasm
like that of the war of the rebellion of our own day, which
produced the emancipation of the slaves. If nothing of
that kind occurred between the composition of those twor

oems, 80 ancient and obscure, then it is reasonable to
imagine that the emancipation was gradual; and if gradual,
an unlimited time must have elapsed—perhaps thousands
of years—between their composition. This alone seems
capable of solving the incongruity. Butit tends forcibly to
show the nastonishing age of slavery which may well be
called the long night of suffering of our progenitors. Cer-
tain it is, however that the Iliad treats of the extremes;
the lords upon the one hand and on the other the slaves.
The want of an intermediary class shows its high an-
tiquity.

- At any rate, all these researches accumulate .evidence
showing the absurdity of a communistic or nomadioc form
of society having been possible among the Indo-Europeans
from whom we are descended unless that tendency su-
pervened upon the ancient system of land tenure in sub-
sequent times. There crops out one curious association
in very ancient history which, to the reader wishing to-
gratify his military or ecclesiastical taste is totally unac-
countable; but which appears quite plain to those who
study history to enjoy glimpses of the social life of the
past. We refer to the aristocratic Amphictyonic Couneil.

31 Granier de Caesagnac, Hist. des Classes Ouvri2res, chap. v. p. 109.
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The student of the great slave system sees the absurdity
of attributing this ancient series of protective organiza-
tions either to ambitious military schemes or to pure
piety, although they are given to us by historians, as a sys-
tem of neighbors organized to prutect and perpetuate
the worship of the Gods. They come down to us from
the gloomy tradition of high antiquity ; and to the two
first mentioned classes they are utterly incomprehensible.
The sociologist however, who sees the slaves growing in
numbers while the gens® remained stationary in num-
bers, can casily picture the causes and spirit of these
leagues. They were confederations of the lords or indi-
vidual owners of the patrimonies or estates. These es-
tates, as we have seen, fell to the lords, by entail in pri-
mogeniture. The Amphictyony * was simply a co-opera-
tive association of the lords to defend tlicir estates; and
they most naturally, as customary with all Pagan ancients,
held forth first and foremost the horrors of irrehigion,
knowing that the superstition of the slaves was their true
stronghold, since by making it appear that attack upon
or contemptuousness of the holy property was an unpar-
donable misdemeanor or even to utter words of conspiracy
against that property remaining in the hands of the first.
born son, was blasphemy. This superstition thus incul-
cated was always, in ancient times, the bulwark of pro-
tection to the nobles. ‘'Lhe Amphictyony existed 2,000
years before Christ, probably even much prior to that
time, and grew more and more powerful, until about B.
C. 700 it had grown in numcric strength and in the sub-
tle art of self-protection so th.t it assumed the dignity of
the Amphictyonic Council, seated itself in the holy tem-
ples of Apollo and Demeter, and had delegates who met
there spring and autumn, representing twelve tribes cr
states of Greece and the Archipelago. Some 600 years
before Christ’ the Amphictyonic Council had misunder-
standings with its delegates and wars of extermination
began. These troubles were called the holy wars. It is
known that for many centuries these corporations pro-
tected themselves mutually. If one of the sma'l neighbor-

ss Latin “‘Gens,” whence the “gentry.” See Mann’s Ancient and Medicval

Bepublics, chapter vi.
. @ Fiske. American Polilical Ideas. . 72.
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hoods represented in and proteoted by the federation was
attacked or threatened, the entire power of all the others
was thrown together in its defense. The article of agree-
ment between them ran as follows: Not to destroy or al-
low to be destroyed or cut off from water, in peace or
war, any town in the Amphictyoniec brotherhood; not to
plunder“ the property of the god or treacherously ex-
tract valuables from the sanctum. Now in face of the
fact that there were by this time great numbers of su
ernumerary slaves who had, on account of their servitude
and the abuses they suffered, become reckless, fierce and
ready to enter upon alife of desperate revolt, still we find
writers denying that this brotherhood had any other idea
than a purely religious one. To the searching sociologist
it is quite clear that this organization must have been one
of the very first efforts of the Indo-Europeans to form a
government for the protection of property,

From incipiency this must have been the earliest form
of government. Butit was an aristocratic government
which cast a taint on labor. It perpetuated the holi-
ness of property which has ever since upheld the dogma
of divine right of the fathers and of kings and is prob-
ably the originator of that dogma. Away back in the
past, before the country had become thickly peopled and
while superstition combined with rigid rules of the
masters, kept down all danger of revolt among the slaves,
there were no cities. * 'We have not space in this work
to explain the phenomenon of the-ancient city, but refer
the curious to Dr. Fustel, whose work“ cannot be perused’
without profit. Modern scholars are making valuable com-
pilations of evidence showing that cities, like nearly ev-
erything else, were a natural and gradual growth.

The great Hesiod, himself a poor freedman if not a slave,
may have had the Amphictyonic league and its wars in
mind when he wrote :

“Men’s right arm is law ; for spoils they wait
And lay their mutual cities desolate.” 4

40 The custom was to bury with the deceased father many precious articles
of which he was fond in life. See Funck-Brentano, La Civilisaiion et ses Lois,
on this Fetish custom and his evidence that the favorite wife was often buried
alive along with the other trinkets: livre 1I. c¢. iL pp. 114-116
41 Fustel de Conlanges, Cité Antique, liv.III. ¢. 1i. et ald II. e. L
« Hesiod, "Epye xai 'Huépas, V. 161. .



CHAPTER IV.

ELEUSINIAN MYSTERIES

ANCIENT GRIEVANCES OF THE WORKERS:

WorkiNG Prorre destitute of Souls—Original popular Beliefs— -
Plato finally gives them half a Soul—Modern Ignorance on
the true Causes of certain Developments in History—Sym-
gaéthy, the Third Great Emotion developed out of growing

ason, through mutnal Commiseration of the Outcaste—
A new Cult--The Unsolved Problem of the great Eleusinian
My:teries—Their wonderful Story—Grievances of slighted

orkingmen—Organization impossible to Slaves except in-
their Strikes and Rebellione—The Aristocrats’ Politics and
Religion barred the Doors against Work-people—Extraor=
dinary Whims and Antics at the Eleusinian Mysteries—The
Causes of Grievances endured by the Oastaway Laborers—
Their Motives for Secret Organization—The Terrible Cryp-
tin —The horrible Murders of Workingmen for Sport—Dark
Deeds Unveiled—Story of the Massacre of 2,000 Working-
men—Evidence—The Grievances in Sparta—In Athens—
Free Outcast Builders, Sculptors, Teachers, Priests, Dancers,
Musieians, Artisans, Diggers, all more or less Organized—Re-
turn to the Eleusinian Mysteries—Conclusion.... _

Dorixe the long period occupying—in the case of the.
Indo-European race from which most of usare derived,
several thousand years, there came about a differentia-
tion in favor of the slaves. Granier in his bright exposi-
tion of this great social subject, declares slavery to have
been the natural outcome of the Pagan, or family religion.!
Fustel de Coulanges in his instructive and extraordinarily,
lucid work has proved every word written by Granier

1 Hist, des C asses Ouvritres, pp. 89-41. Vide chap. ili. passim,
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upon this daring theme, to be true.? Philosophers of our
age, catching at written and anwritten obscurities which
saliently obtrude upon the path of researchers groping in
gociology, are getting down to real causes of events which
for 2,000 years remained phenomena undeciphered. Ages
upon ages have rolled and the mouldering stones and tab-
lets, invaluable with their begrimed inscriptions, have sau-
cily stared at science, unheeded. Furtive hints by anci-
ent historians for centuries have mocked the lore of uni-
versities, bearing their inuendos which failed to insult
the professorial sticklers to our darling notes and emen-
dations. Great Social wars with ominous wing have been
flopping and airing our ignorance as to their deep, sup-
pressed causes. Then the downfall of the Roman empire
—that of all others most inexplicable wonder—has been
for twenty centuries chopped up into indigestible morsels
and administered to students of history searching after
great events and ecclesiastical lore. At last the student
of sociology enters the field. He is philosopher enough
to divest himself of the crusty film in which prejudice is
encysted and manly enough to step out of the contumeli-
ous state and like a Murillo go down among the tatterde-
malions and give them credit for what they were.

Society began with the bully.* It began with unbridled
irascibility, concupiscence and egoism. This creature,
man, having killed or clubbed away the others, sought
among the females the handsomest mate and in the best
cave or hut began the family. The Aryan is not a nomad.
He wants a home, a permanent residence, He is brigand
enough to launch forth into all the enterprizes of plunder,
but he returns to his home. This home remained his fast-
ness which he would not quit, The land around it be-
came his. When children came they were also his.
‘When they grew strong and could work, his concupiscence
differentiated into cupidity; and begetting many, he forced
them to work, They became his slaves. If thelittle ones
refused or otherwise displeased him his irascible impulses
prevailed and he killed them. Those whom he could
not spare he only punished. His irascibility made him &
m,%’% Anﬁz_a,w,&?. 76-89; See also Iliad, xxi., Odyssey, xxil., Leviticus,

“,
3We are forced to employ this homely term as there exists in Engusk no
which so nearly conveys our idea.
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tyrant, while his acquisitiveness made him rich. He be-
came & lord. Sympathy was a stranger to his bosom
though no doubt it worked an influence at an early day
in moulding the nature of the family, as we know there
were favorites.

He lived in the wonder-world. The phenomena of na-
tare he could not understand, There were thunders and
lightnings, but electricity was a terror which shaped a

od. When this god of nature grew into shape upon his
imagination his egoism coveted its glory and immortality
and the bully came to imagine Aimself'a god; and assumed
for himself power and immortality deifying himself at
-death and ordaining his first-born son his worshiper and
the sole inheritor of his fortune. The remuneration de-
‘manded of the son for this succession was the paternal
worship and the deification and adoration of the dead fa-
ther, now a saint. Egoism was thus the originator of the
Pagan religion, of immortality and of the sainthood.*

It was a part of the genius of this cult to be aristocratic
and exclusive. It inculcated divine rights of masters, of
noble lords and afterwards of kings. On the other hand
it was a part of the genius of paganism to have slaves,
It was so exclusively aristocratic thatonly a very few could
possibly enjoy its beatitudes. The rest were obliged to be
castaways. The castaways who were debarred the favorit-
ism of eternal life through the aristocratic burial and dei-
fication were slaves, doomed by an inheritance of expro-
priation and of poverty, to slavery. When they became
numerous, although wretched, there now and then devel-
oped a man or woman of genius. Bereft of everything
tangible, they still had minds. 'With minds they consid-
ered and discussed their lowly condition; with strength
and ingenuity some worked themselves out of bondage and
became freedmen, As freedmen they began to organize
into protective associations and trade unions. Thus two
distinet parties were formed.

Meantime the power of the lords or property owners
increased but not so rapidly in numeric strength as the
power of the outcast, and the grandees, seeing the bondmen,
runaways and freedmen forming into communes, some as

4 Latin us, of, or belonging ‘to the country, pagus There were then
no towns or cities. These came later. Cf. La Cité Antique, passim.
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.tradesmen, some as brigands, all dissatisfied, some very

dangerous, also betook themselves to organization. Thus
there were two distinct classes. Whioh wof these two clas-
ses began earliest to organize for self defense we cannot un-

> dertake 10 prove but reason conjectures that it must have

been the outcasts. But certain itis ® they formed into power-
fal phratries® or curies for mutual assistance, sometimes un-
der religious pretenses, as in the case of the Italian collegia.

All along, parallel with each other through time, these
two systems, the grandees or gentes on the one hand and
the outcasts or disinherited on the other, have existed, se-
curing themselves by mutual organization. We do not see
in history muech of the working olasses. The principal men-
tion made of them is in connection with slavery and the
concomitant degradation of servitnde. We know from

.certain passages in history that insurrections or slave re-

bellions occurred. Some of them were on a prodigious
scale. Plutarch mentions instances where the masters by
decree of the phratries sometimes allured large numbers of
the slaves on plea of a festival or hunt and when at a con-
venient spot fell upon and murdered them by bundreds,
merely to get rid of a dangerous element.' That the ser-
vile element keenly felt the contempt in which they were re-
garded, crops out in the records of the remote past. We

.propose to give many instanees.

The exclusion of slaves, freedmen and afterwards Christ-

.ians from the Eleusinian mysteries gives the student of so-

ciology an important hint to pages of the unwritten labor

.question; showing the reasons why the outcasts resorted:to
.co-operation among themselves, as an only practical court

of appeals to any power against oppression when aggrieved.
All writers who have spoken of this celebrated and myste-
rious organization agree that it was very ancient. Asiate
have found irrefutable evidences of numerous trade.unions
80 early as the eighth and ninth century before Christ, we

. 8Fustel de Coulanges, Cité Antique, 1ib. IL pp. 89-89, La Famille; Mann’s
Anciont and Mediceval Republics, gg 22-217.

6 Morgan, .Ancient Societies, g : “The $parpia is & brotherhgod, as tha
!mgorts; and a natural growth from the organization into gmlu. It is an organic
union or association of two or more gentes of the same tribe for certain comnidn
objects. These gentes were usunally such as had been formed by the segmepta-
tion of an original gens.” This aunthor sees some analogy betweén the ahcfent
Greek and Roman gens and certain tribes of North American Indians; motably
the Iroq It ch: il. and il

7Plutarch, Lycurgus; also Lycurgus and Numa compared.
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Teed notittsce the Flousinian band back of that-time. It
%showever, worthyn of remark that this organizsation existed
*#tt‘a‘mach eatlier tﬁw and that, although the societies of the
workmen do not as luminously come to the front on oc-
‘Boant of this stigma which made them secret and prevented
“their recoguition, it is no proof whatever that they did not
‘also exist, The organization known as the Eleusinians,® ac-
“cording to ancient authors was in full force 1,600 years be-
“fore Christ. Ticero who was an admirer of all the pagan
forms that tended to hand down the exclusive splendor and
“dignity of the aristocratic stock, belivved these feasts to
‘have belonged to the remotest antiquity and that they
“Iasted the longest of almost any institution.” Like the great
‘tradeunion movement they transmit unwritten records
“through an occasional slab, bearing inscriptions.'
The Eleusinian crusade was a celebrated and exclusively
-aristocratio refigions festival in honor of the goddess Dem-
eter or Ceres," held at Eleusis, a large town some ten miles
‘from Athens, in Attic Greece. ¥t was a great outpouring
“Yrom Athens, every 5 years in the month Boedromion,® last-
4ngnine days, The great preparations made before the fes-
“tival began, the extraordinary solemnity of the affair, the
‘manner in whieh the Athenians attended it in a drome or
‘chanting caravansary, %ﬂve it the appearance of a crusade.
Tt was the origin of all well-known crusades. The attend-
unce at this crusade was a trial of one’s eligibility to the
‘blessings-of life eternal. KEleusis means a trysting place ;
"consequently it is probable that the great games suggested
the name of the place, and once established upon a project -
«ing rock of the sea, the city afterward grew around it and ian
rcourse of time held a large population. There are some
-touching mementoes which may be gleaned from this cele-
brated name. Whoever reads the bible in Greek finds fre-
quent mention ot this word in the signification of the com-

‘ing of the Saviour. It is a symbolic word. Emblems in.

8 In Jater centuries the little Mysteries continued though they were not con-
fined &) EleusiDs; - x
.. #Cicero, Legibus, I ¢cap. XVI.; Panegyricus of Isocrates, 6.
% 1, Jutiging from the slab of Paros they began in the fifteenth century before
Christ, Laronsse, Dictionnaire Universel, Art. Les Fleusiniens.
. u éam, like the Pelasgic Hermes was the ithiphalic deity, having power
over reproduction and the supplics of life. Cf. Encyc. Brit. vol. XL p. 670.
'2 Boydpouiwr, the space of time from September 15th. to October 15th.;
from Boypouew, I chuse with a shout, Theseus in the hattle with the Amazons,
chased them with cries 1t is a word of great antiquity Plutarch, Theseus,
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-those-days were common ; and much that is unexplained or
: $hat may yet be explained —unexplained thropgh ignorance
- or neglect—comes out, by a proper interpretation of em-
‘blers,

But the Eleusinian mysteries were too absurdly exclusive

to stand the erosions of whatis known as progress, In per-
- fect agreement with what we have said regarding the ex-
clusive character of their worship, centering it upon the
egoistic household name, forcing a puffed aristocracy by
dint of gloritying a human creature and cutting off that
lory from the many, esgecially those who toil, it had made
itself odious and intolerable long before the advent ot Christ.
Yet the antiquity and greatness of the trysting scenes at
Eleusis had become renowned in every well-known part of
the world, All over Palestine, long afterwards the cradle
of another but infinitely more democratic plan of worship,
this curious practice was well-known. In Italy and Africa
its fame had gone forth.

‘We are not speaking of the Eleusinian mysteries merely
to recount a paltry historico-ecclesiastical fact, We are
making a point in sociologic research. We therefore ask
our reader’s indulgence in comparing the social life of home-
spun work-people through a metaphor as opposite as the
Eleusinian emblems, Yet it is no metaphor. It bears with
it a bone of contention which raged for centuries, split and
divided, founded heresies, sophistries, philosophies, provoked
labor unions, involved work-people in communism, drew out
discussion and laid the foundation of the religion of Jesus
in after years, We now proceed to explain how this was
done. Inancient mythology Prosgerpine, or as some write it,
Persephone,wasthe beautiful daughter of Ceres the Demeter,
and ot Jupiter. Pluto the god of the infernal regions fell
in love with Proserpine and while she was in the act of
Eathering flowers in a vale of Enna in Sicily, stole her from

er mother, carrying her off to his nether-world home.™
The mother though an immortal and living on the heights
of Enna the Sicilian Olympus, was so grieved at the loss of
her child that she came down from heaven, betook to her-
self 1he garb of mortals, became an old woman, assumed
the duties of a nurse and wandered through the country,

18 Infra, chap. viil,, containing the story of Eunus and the great servile war
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lying her profession for a subsistance from place to place,

he went to Eleusis and there got employment. It wasa -
job of nursing a child of the kirg of the place. The child’s
name was Demophon and under the celestial solicitude of
this goddess in disguize, Metauira, the mother, beheld with
astonishment and curiosity the marvelous thrift of her boy.
Ceres breathed upon him the breath of life, dressed him
with ambrosial ointment and at night used to purge the
dross of mortality from him by immersing him in a bath of
mysterious fire, with an ohject of making him also immor-
tal. Bat one mnight the foud and curious mother peeped
through the veil screening the immortalizing process of
trans-substantiation and seeing the boy pendent in a halo of
flame screamed with affright, causing the haggard old nurse
to let the youngster drop deep into the consuming pit
where he instantly perished. The hag then, to save herself,
threw off her disguise became rehabilitated and forced the
people of Eleuses to build her a temple to dwell in while still
continuing her search for ibe lost Proserpine. Now the
professional business of Jupiter was to watch the interests
of mortal men. But Ceres unable to endure the loss of her
stolen child and remembering the details of her husband’s
escape when & babe from the ferocious Saturn, struck tbe
earth with her wand of famine. She rcbelled energetically
against the shape of things, and at last Jupiter came to the
rescue of the innocent denizens of the earth as a profes-
sional duty. Thisled to the discovery of Proserpine. From
her temple at Eleusis, Demeter who was the protectress of
the products of labor made things uncomfortable for the peo-
ple who were in her husband’s care. They were stricken
with malaria. Contagion spread. The ground ceased to
produce and the horrors of tamine engulfed them. Men
prayed, sacrificed, and besought their patron gods, eich
gens for itself, and urged the further combination of gentile
tribes into phratries to no effect until great Jove at last got
Mercury to visit Erebus who went down into the pagan in-
ferno where Pluto was enjoying the charms of the beautitul
stolen prize. Thus the sly god got found out. This pagan
inferno was Hades where Pluto was king. He, like Satan
was cunning. He knew that by tempting her, as the devil
a time before had tempted Eve, he could induce her to eat
the forbidden fruit;— this time a pomegranite seed. Un-
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warily.che was lured into the temptation which eost her &
fourth part of each year, for the rest of her immortal exis-
tence, 1n the infernal abode with Pluto. The other three-
fourths of the year, however, she was permitted to pass
upon earth.

Such is the rediculous story which among the ancients,
was believed at the point of the poniard or under penalty
of the hemlock for at least two thousand years. To cavil
with its austere sanctity wasa heresy costing the blasphem-
ist his life and every hope of immortality.

Some palliation of the absurdity of this sub-terrestrial
abode is furnished by the qualiftication that in ancient beliet
the world was flat, not round; and between the two
flat surfaces there flowed a river with whose murky waters
Erebus had something to do. On the other side, once
there, the journeying immortals were ushered into view of
the indescribable beatitudes of the elysium. This gorgeouns
terra incognita was not to be reached without passing the
terrible cynocephalous or many-headed watchdog named
Cerberus. But heaven was on the other side. Pussage
from this to that was the agony.

Now Ceres, the wife of the mighty Jupiter and mother
of the lovely Proserpine, was the goddess of the harvests.
She represented the cereals. She rode on a jagatnatha drawn
by dragons. Her brow was coronated with wreaths of
wheat. This rape of Proserpine by Pluto on the ragged
edge, between our world of mortals and heaven became em-
blematic of the agonies of winter ;—from autumn when the
the wheat was sown, then the cold hyemal gloom of gesta-
tion in the dark borderlands, the trysting place, the hyper-
borean domain of hades; thence over the half congelated
Styx was ferried the elastic imagination by the money get-
ting Charon, and behold, the vernal raptares of heaven
aund its elysian fields appear, full of springing verdure, the
land of exquisite delight!

\ Such was the Mythic origin of the Eleusinian Mysteries.

They were weird forts of imagination, assimilating things
real with things unreal and working them up into maxims,
emblems and creeds, until they assumed a priesthood and
became an organization of men and women knit by the tie
of secrecy which nothing but the long fluctuations of pro-
gress could unbind.
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What the actual performance was at the. penetralia of the
'Bleusinian mysteries nobody knows. We know that they
were, in their prime, symbolic of the procreative ernergy of
nature, Butthey were attended with certain extraordinary
rites,. 'What were these rites? They were also conducive
to the science of eternal bliss.

‘Who secured that bliss? In answering these two ques-
tions we must return to the kernel of our theme—the labor
element. To the first one of them, the answer is vague.
This we know, that the rites consisted of dramatic repre-
sentations of the rape of Proserpine, daughter of Ceres,
goddess of the vegetable kingdom, of the fields, and labor,
who was supposed to preside over the cereals and other
alimentation of man. This rape was performed by Pluto ;
and in its emblematic mysticisms conveys the idea not only
of procreation but also of immortality of the human soul.*
“‘Whether more may still be contributed by science to these
strange and intensely interesting rites is yet to be seen. As
late as 1858 an important addition to our knowledge of the
Flensinian mysteries has been contributed in the discovery
by Vlastos, at a village named Hagi-Constantios, of 8 mar-
ble slab containing an inscription including rules and regu-
lations of the society.

The first day of the nine was celebrated perhaps partl
in Athens or before the arrival at Eleusis. On the mare
from Athens to Eleusis the jealous outcasts who were ex-
cluded from the raptures of the scene, alwaysranged them-
selves in hostile array and helabored the marchers with
stones and clubs, until the arrival of the procession at.the
temple of Megaron.”

The second day was called dlade mustae. It was the
16th of Boedromion. It was the day of the baptism, being
a march in phalanx to thesea. The procession here received
their baptism and purification. The third was the day of
the feasting. On thefourth day the poppey seeds were ad-

14 Uwaroff, Essai sur les m; @’ Eleusis, 8rd. edition, Paris, 1818; Creu-
m’sbSymbol;'lg:_:’td Mithologie alten Volker; Preller, Demeter und Persephone
Hamburg, . 4

18 For a description of the temple of Megaron at Eleusis, see Guhl and Ko-
ner, Life of the Greeks and Romans, translated by Hueffer, pp. 48-9. The dark
crypt where the mysteries were performed by the Mvoraywyoc alfo the initia-
tions, was under ground. From Aristophanes (Plato, Bekk.yL ed. Repubd. in cap.
xvii.), we learn that at the initiations they sacrificed a hog, Aristophanes, Pax,
v. 87’»—6, has the passage hinted at.
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ministered. This rite represented the stupefying influence
of the narcissus under which the maiden Persephone was
stolen away. Orpheus was the Aierophant or priest whose
duty it was to initiate eligible candidates into the mysteries.
He was assisted by Erechtheis daughter of Erechtheus the
smasher. It ig quite likely that this initiating ceremony was
some kind of violent struggle. It must have been attended
by oaths of fidelity under punishment of death to any one
who divnlged the secret. The initiation took place in the
night or in the dark crypt of the temple, as the dadouchos o1
torch-bearer was in attendance and his torch-procession rep-
resented the search for the lost daughter of Ceres. This
dadouchos was a priest holding, as Xenophon tells us, the
office hereditarily for life; and at his decease it fell to an-
other of the same family, the Callidae. There was also a
great sacrificial rite performed, who or what the victim, is
not very clear; but the herald of the sacrifice, the Aiero-
ceryz was always there.® The new initiates 'were not per-
mitted to eat flesh. Even the Aierophant or initiating
griest was required to live on low diet that passion might

e restrained during the ordeal.”” He drank a decoction of
hemlock which had the effect to benumb the sensibilities, a
thing exceedingly appropriate at the moment of this ex-
tatic enjo:vment, where, if we are to believe Maury, a critic
well credited and much quoted on this subject, all around,
the voluptuous nobles of both sexes take their turus. The
unscrupulus dictionnaire universel,” quoting from the above

16 Creuger, yth ;
11 Larousse, Dictionnaire Unt Art. Les Eleusiniens.
18 “On representait dans une sorte de drame hieratique le mgtde 1a fille Pro-
serpine. On passait par le veritable tre du t.”? Art. M
iniens. For an of this extraordi symbolism among the abor-
iginal Americans see Bancroft’s Native Races, Iil. p. 607. Is it not a
possible thing that this symbolism may have come to the Aleuts and Pepiles
from custom as anci ‘nt and original as the Eleusiniin mysteries ? Ban-
«croft says: “The Pep:es abstained from their w ves * ** * previous to
sowing, in order to indulge * * * * to the fullest extent on' the eve of that
day, evidently with a v.ew to initiate or urge the fecundating powers of na-
ture. It Is even said that certain persons were appointed to perform the
sexual act at the moment of planting the first seed. During the b.tter
oold nights of the Hyperborean winter, the Aleuts, both men and women
{olned ds ‘n the oprn air and whirled periectly naked round certain
dols, lighted only ty the pale moon. The spirit was supposed to hallow
the d th his pr There certainly could have been no licentious
element in this ceremony, tor setting aside the d:scomfort of dancing naked
th the thermometer at zero, we read that the dancers were blindfolded,
and that decornm was strictly enforced. In Nicaravua, maize sprinkled
with blood drawn from the gepitals wa: regaided as sacred food.” Addi-
tionally to this fact, Bancroft says, (III, p. 506, quoting Palacio, Coria, p. 84)
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author has no hesitation in hinting that the great secret
which in this case was a veritable sanctim sunctorum, was
nothing less than a wild scrambling and voluptuous ero-
tomania, such as might happeun after a feast of wine.
‘Within these penetralia are thus said to have happened an
exuberance of voluptuousness, a struggle to feign escape, an
agony and a glory of fullest effulgence emblematically rep-
resenting each, in turn, the process of nature from the time
seed is sown in autumn, through the gloom and strnggle of
winter to the genial spring when the new cereals burst from
their first verdure, to their harvest for the nourishment of
man. At any rate it is ascertained as certain that there
were the course errante, the thalamos or pastos, the veil of
the epoptai,” and all solemnly conducted under the eye of
the hierophant and Erechtheis, the priest and priestess of
the mysteries. Maury® declares that an entrance into the
fourth degree of the Eleusinian mysteries not only secured
to the initiate & positive guaranty against the dreaded sup-
plicium of Tartarus, or the lower hell, but it insured his
felicity in this life also.”

This sketch of the great Eleusinian games may appear to
the reader an aberration from our theme, the history of the
laborers of ancient times. Not 80; for it prepares the way
. to the student of history from a sociologic point of view, to
become acquainted with the grievances the poor were forced
to submit to. To be born a degraded wtetch, a mere in-
strument, usable by a master owning one as a thing and
handling that thing, its labor, its destiny as an earthy tool,
is to abeing possessed of sensibility and reason, a grievance.
It is slavery. When this slave grows into the reasoning
being he inwardly rebels against the men and the institu-
tion by which he is held in bondage. He is wise enongh
to foresee that his only chances of wriggling out of bond-
age and of sccuring riddance from itsgrievances is by some

of the aboriginal inhabitants of Honduras and Mexico: *The frequent ocour-
rence of the cross, which has ger: ed in 8o many and such widely eeparated
parts of the earth a: the symbol of the ..fe-gi ving, creative, and fertilizing
principle in natore, is, perbaps one of the most s Hngevldenees of the for-
mer re: ition of the reciprocal Ltlnciplel ol nature by the Americans: es-
pecially when we remewmber that the Mexican name for the emblem tonaca-
quahaitl, sign-ties ‘tree of one life or flesh.’”
19 Plato, ¢

Phodrus, y C. 3 Inser. 1,
2 Maury, Histoire des Religi delaGréuAnﬁ?u
1 Plato tells us of the sufferings of those who fail to obtain purgation at the
mysteries. Republic, lib, IL cap. 7. L. edition.
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institution of his own; some court of appeal. Political in®
stitations have pever given the workingman 3 court’ of ap:
peals, The workingman has never yet had a hearing ;™
and his reason and experience both point to the terrible faot
that no hearing is possible except before %is.own court of

eals. The trade union ig, per se, a true court of appeals,
WL have seen that the irolated gens or family of nobles,
when threatened by the dangers of a growing population,
by pirates, by slave insurrections and feuds, organized them-
selves into phratries, curias, kingdoms, empires and thus
found means of submitting their grievances to courts of jns-
tice for settlement. We have also means of knowing that,
the laboring element had, on the other hand, commenced the.
organization of their forces. Of the former there is suffi-
«oient proof; of the latter, as students in the phenomena of
ancient social life, we glean here and there fresh proof from
inscriptions on tablets of stone which have survived the
heedless ages, enabling us to search anew the hitherto
vaguely deciphered meanings of expressions of the ancient’
«chroniclers, ﬁpnding here and there trophies of incstimable’
worth ; all going to show that the ancient laborers, although,
hated and hunted everywhere and very early, also formed.
unions and other courts of appeal against grievances. We
find evidence too, that these organizations commenced very’
-early—perhaps coeval with the political organization of the.
nobles, or even before,

But the labor movement of this nineteenth century sur-
rounded by an infinitely more luminous moral atmosphere,
is little likely to understand what could possibly have been
the grievance of the ancient working people against the.
Eleusinian games. What objections, men will say, could
working pcople, ignorant as they were in those times, have:
had to any means of salvation, soul and body, from suffir-
ing.® This brings the matter pertinently betore us! The
Eleusinian mysteries were simply a religious rite, founded.
amid the ignorance of an ancient period of our forefathers’
existence. For that era it was enlightened. What then,.

21 See Bristed, Resources of the United Stales, Y. 108, ed. 1818 and his ref-.
erence to the dismal failure of Lycurgus in sapping the family of its loves and
in encouraging cruelty.

23 Brisf Idem, p. 392, decl that all nati that have given themselves
ap to erratic irregularities, “every species of profiigacy’! have done so as.a canw
sequence of irrelicion.
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<Pl the lowly who performed the world’s dll"ud’gery., have
eficouraged, in opposition to it ?

Those who thus interrogate, do so in the absence of an
aitderstanding of the question. The laboring classes, though
socially degraded, had sensitive feelings. They, like their
masters, were believers in the common religion and its
foems.  They cannot be blamed for that. But while they
siw their masters favored with what they thought to be
glories of religion, they found themselves utterly excluded,
No one at Athens who was a slave, or his descendant could
secure admittance, In far later times even christians who
were the descendants of slaves and consequently mostly of
the lahoring element, were denied admittance. The gates,
from the remotest era were arbitrarily closed against the
workers who labored to produce the means of subsistence
for the rich, The gorgeous telesteria, and pilasters of the
great temple of Megaron, were, by the ontcasts, only to be
gazed upon and marveled at from a distance. The Calliades.
who inherited the priesthood were all of noble blood. The
common rabble might get into the caravan and through the.
dust and din march unobserved from Athens to Eleusis.
They might, as in the Srocession of our modern camp-
meeting, become inspired with the occasion and imbued
with the frenzy of faith, or even dare to picture themselves
worthy to participate. But the order of such a man’s rank
was soon manifestsd by the missiles, hisses, leers and attacks
against the throng, himself included, by his own people who
gathered on the wayside and threw derision and vented
spite in turbulence and often force against all the crusaders
alike. On his arrival his case became hopeless, for a rigid
examination by officers of the law soon detected his meaner
rank and caused his expulsion. None but the darlings of
the family constituted gentes were deemed fit for admission
to the holy altar.

‘We mean by this that the working man was too low in
the estimation of the devotees of the Pagan temple to be
the possessor of an immortalsoul.® Now let the questioner

2 Plato, Laws, vi; Homer, Odm? XVIL ec. 322, 328; Horace, Sermo, I
The ancient idea was that those who failed to get through the flat earth “‘Z.'?‘
this, the mortal side, to the other which was heaven, Eiysium, perished. Plato,
the great idealist wrote (Gorgias, 168-78; Phadp, 77, ;. Rep. c. 18), sevel
intensely interesting details on the wanderings and gropings of the soul on whose
waxen zablet is indelibly stamped virtues and sins for thus and the
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consider that these ontcasts were human beings of the same
natural stock, against whom natural laws of heredity had
made no discrimination; that they were as bright, as clear,
as conscious, as well developed and intelligent as their mas-
ters, were often their masters’ children ; that they some-
times rose supremely to eminence despite the pitiless con-
tempt and mountain-like obstacles they had to contend with
—Ilet the objecter observe these things in a practical way
and he will be furnished a true key to one cause of the dis-
satisfaction and counter organization of laborers of ancient
times, for securing a court that might hear their appeals.
The world at that period was divided into two classes, the
pious and the impious,® which means the nobles, born of the
gods and entitled to go back to the gods, and the earth-
borns, doomed to delve for their masters and at death go
back to the earth Butalthough this was recognized as an
old belief coming from the institution of slavery in which
the most liberal of men could only acknowledge them to
be more than half furnished with an immortal principie,*

et the intelligence of the outcasts rebelled against it.
%V(mld not men undersuch circumstances naturally consider
this a great grievance? In our own times, when all men
are admitted to be born equal—times compared with those
old days being as the dazzle of noonday to the obscurity of
morning twilight—in our own free civilization the working
people combine upon economic issues, their equality of
right to heaven unquestioned; but those people imagined
themeselves suffering a bumiliating grievance when the
haughty disclaimer was flung into their face that the
were too mean to expect either a present or a future. If
then, they gnashed with anguish, or even vengeance or se-
cretly took measures to get even with this oppression, it
was but an effort to express a grievance.

‘We make these statements to show why in ancient times
the labor movement took different phases from these we see
on every band about us. We do this because we are about
to bring forward proof that there existed an opposition to
OO oy e Gemiia Goan & Duial: They webe burmed, - " PPosdto bave

35 Consult chapter 8 of Granier’s Hist, des Classes Ouvridres, pp. 48-71. The
critic should carefully study his mn%mcent array of notes.

28 Plato, Laws, ix. half a soul; Tim, xviil. ; Ixxi. Homer, Odessey, lib

3 , lib XVII;
Aristotle declared that the children of the noble masters, who were born slaves
could be only animated beings.
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the whole philosophy based on the alave code and to the
religion that denied the equality of man. The first thing
is to produce proof that the working people resented their
exclusion from the Eleusinian mysteries.

To do this it will be necessary toindulge in a little circum-
locution, as the evidence is very vague and indirect. It is
in fact, new ground. However much there may lie con-
cealed in support of this important fact which we propose
to establish, 1t must be confessed that snch evidence lies in
moldering inappreciation and neglect. Did the laboring
or outcast element of that ancient era resent and combine
against the system that ignored them soul and body ?

‘We have proof thas they did; but in adducing this proot
bald claim to the right to draw inferences from the exist-
ence and career of as many different forms of labor and
socialistio organisgtions as we can hunt out from the gloom
of tyrapny and ehlivion. With this range of the whole
ﬁe,k{ assumed to be conceded, we shall produce before the
critic what we can find of all sorts of organizations beasing
upon the point, and where the link of evidence becomes
broken in the chain of chronology, shall feel perfectly ex-
onerated for drawing upon the plausibly imaginative in.
order to restore that lini. The fact that, as an anthropo-
logist we are undertaking to write a history of ethics from-
a standpoint of sociology, entitles us to a right to scientifi-
cally use all the stntegg of comparative testimony. By
these remarks is meant the trade union, the co-operative so-
ciety, the burial society, the society for social amusement
among the lowly, the agrarian foment, the social wars,
even to some extent the sophist and Pythagorean social-
ism, the ascetic Essenianism and finally the grand cuhni-
nation of all, Christianity. All these strictly belong to
the true social history of the ancient lowly; for all their
membership was originally of freedmen and slave origin,

In order to answer the question properly it is necessary
to glance a moment at the social Lstory of the Grecian
peninsula. As early as 1055 B. C. there had been a hor-
rible murder or massacre of the Helots or slaves and their
descendants at Sparta. It was in the mythieal ages; but
great events even among the poor and ignorant have a
certain faculty of transmitting their history through tradi-
tion. It has come down to us through poetry and song,
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through hints of ancient history, through honest Plutarch,
and we are assured as to the assassinations which were
from time to time perpetrated upon the defenseless work-
ing people of that time. We also know that these poor crea-
tures who were to the body politic of those people what the
bones are to the body, had unions for self protection.
Still further it is known that they enjoyed the right to
organize. It has been ascertained that the slaves them-
selves actually possessed protective societies™ and consid-
ering the free and intelligent classes whence they were
derived it is quite natural that they should have possessed
them. Especially is this possible among the helots or
slaves of Lacedsemon. They were, a8 we have seen, slaves
by inheritance, often their wealthy masters’ own-children.
They were prisoners of war, forcibly reduced to that
wretched condition by being beaten in the war with
Helos ; and later in the great Messenian war, when Sparta
became the victor in that conflict, those brave, proud, in-
genius Greeks along with all of the two above mentioned
classes, were humiliated, subjugated, degraded to the

27 It is known that they did at a later period; Cf, Ltiders, Dis Dionysischen
Konstler, 8. 22 &417. 'I‘iyﬂl anthor mentions a very interest ng inscription
(Bookh, Corpus Inscriptionum Grecarum. 1. p. 417), that has come to li:ht,
at or near Perganius, which shows that slaves belonged to the eranoi or union
of mechani s. On e 46, Luders says ‘Bezeichnend fiir den Charakter
des Vereinswesens der spiiteren Zeit 18t es, dafs such Solaven nicht allein
an einem Eranos sich bethefligen, sondern anch unter sich ein religiése: Col-
legium mit Unterstitzungscasse bilden druften. Ftir den von Sclaven benuts-
ten Eranos bieten zanlreiche Be spiele die unlingst in Deiphi gefundenen
Freilassungsurkunden. Das Coliegium Rhodischer Sclaven zu Ehren des
Zeus Atabyrios (Aws AtaBvpiacrtai 7@y Tas wéAcos SovAwy”). So also in p. 47,
Luders further corroborates the facts that slaves belonged to the unions: *Dass
ab-r Vereine von einiger Bedeutung auch Sclaven zur Bed enunv hatten, ist
nattirlich; Kraton hatte als Pr.e-ter des von ihm ge-tifteten Collegiums der
Attalisten testamentarizc dem Thiasos unter anderem Tempel- und Huaus-
geriith auch Sclaven vermacht. Aufden Reliefs au: Nicia haben w r in den
um das Mahl beschiftigten und in den Musicirenden Personen Sclaven er-
kannt.” On 22, Liders has already mentioned this Kraton, in proof of
the membership as slaves: “Kraton, giinstling der Attalen und hochange-
sehues Mitglied und Priester der grossen Synodus Dionysischer Techniten in
Teos, hatte nach seiner glizenden Aufnshme an dem Hofe von Pergamos dort
aus aem Verbande der Kunstler einen Verein von Thia-oten zu Ehrea der
Pervamenischen Kdnige gestiftet, dessen Mitglieder sich ArraAiorai nonnen.”
Farther on in 1he same page, he ahows that Kraton made the union a present
of his own slaves when he s probably, as Foucart shows that they some-
times did, (Mém, sur l’affranchissement des esclaves par Jorme de vente & une divinai
p- 48), in order to set them free. *‘In seinem tamente endlich, von dem
uns, 80 wie von jenem Briefe, ein Fragment erhalten ist, vermacht er dem
verbande eine ansehnli-he Geldsumme, damit sle aus den Zinsen ihre Op-
fer und festlichen Zusammenktinfte bestritten den Statuten gemiifs (xadws
&v 1)) vopodeaig wpds ixdorwy_Siatéraxev). Das Mobiliar des Vereln-haascs, dae
Greschirr su den (')lq{em und Mahlzeiten und der felerlichen Pompe, dasin
dem erhaltenen Theile des Testament aufgezithlt wird, hinterliess er dem
Verein nebst einer Anzahl Sclaven su danerndem Besitz.
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same servile condition. But although the body was
bowed down to servitude, the mind remained to play its
fancies, to plot and plan, to concoct in secret; and lan-
:gun‘gle: was also theirs—a facile tongue—rich in versatility
of idiom; full of thrilling nuance and touching charm,
The powerful physique was there, the love of adventure,
the Greek cravings for a better lot, with fortitude, dash
and intrepidity which form the gallant characteristics of
that grand people—all these the workingmen of high an-
tiquity possessed. More than this, they had intelhgence
-enough to know that the cruelties they suffered were un-
just. If then, we hear through the scintillations of the
fragments that there were uprisings, social turmoils and
wars, we know them to have been the natural outcome of
such a state of things, and nothing to be wondered at.

Now we have promised to adduce proof that there were
unions of Greeks who resisted the public insult of the
great Eleusinian mysteries which denied to the slaves and
their descendants, the freedmen, all hope of happiness
here and hereafter.® We simply desire, in order to clear
up the vagaries, to consider, in our inquiry, the whole of
‘Greece at a time.

Scanning the social condition of the slaves from evidence,
we find plenty of assurance that they belonged to the
state. e state leased them out. The state, from the

&gmitive family, was organized for purposes of defense.”

e family first ‘pommd the elave. Slaves became more
numerous than families. They did all the labor and were
allowed no privileges. Sotheyrebelled. Some ran away,
hid in fastnesses, became dangerous brigands. They be-
came organized. Then the rich families organized them-
selves into fratries and other forms, As the slaves had
belonged to the families, so now they belonged to the fra-
tries. This means that as the slaves were before private
property, so now they, or some of them, became public

33 Plutarch, Theseus, speaiks of the demagogue Menestheus who, about 1180
before Christ rose up against the tyranny of the aristocrats at Athens, with the
claim that the peefls also had a right to be initiated into the Eleusinian myster.
jes. Even at that remote period there must have been between the poor and
lowly and the rich and lordly, great struggles regarding this grievance. .

29 Morgan. Ancient Sociely, chap. {i : Drumann, drbeiter und Communisten
0 Griech und Rom, &, 24 ..fn Epidamnis gab es keine Hanwerker als die
dffentlichen Sklaven.”: ‘“Das Handwerk ist daher verrufen und verachtet.” 8,
26; Aristotle, Pulitic, I, 4, § 13
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property, This was a political sequence upon the organ-
imﬁ:;t(y)f the families into fm.tn:g and thgo eonsolidagh":n
of the fratries into the state. Of course the rich family
still kept as many servants as it needed; but large num-
bers remained with the public domain. These state slaves
formed into organizations.® From the earliest mnythical
aceounts down to 58 years before Christ we find evidences
abundantly proving that the law gave work-people the
especial r%‘ht to organize not only in Rome but also in
Gresece. e celebrated Law of the Twelve Tables which
cified the manner of orgumization of workingmen, i3
declared by the commentators to be a translation from the
Greek laws of Solon.”

The Twelve Tables clearly set down the arrangement,
ordaining that the trade unions should remsin in obedi-
ence to the law of the state. The unions fcllowed the law,
and Gaius wrote the law thus fixed, so plaivly that Justi-
nian imeorporated it inte the digest. fragment of the
law of Solon* shows plainly that trades unions were com-
mon and tolerated by thatlawgiver. A strong cumulative
evidenoe that the slaves belonging to the state were emor-
mously organized into protective association, is found in
the fact that they succeeded in their inisurrections against
the masters. An important example of these slave in-
surrections is given of the miners.® In Attica they once
rebelled, and marched upon the town near the silver
mines, occupying the eastle of Suniom These people
were called © thetes” or “‘demoas.”

In Athens the fact of their manumission did not make
them anything above mere earth-borna. They eould de~
velop genius, become teachers, philosophers, poets and
business men. Semetimes they rose to positions of wealth,
even themselves becoming master-builders, and some of
them were the featest seulptoxs and painters the world

- ever produced; bot the taint of servility was horn in their
blood. Phidias the most celebrated sculptor, ancient
or modern, was & descendant of the slaves. He was

30 Liiders, Dionyschischen Kanstler. S, 46; Wescher-Foucart Inscriptions de
Delphes, pp 89, 107, 139, 244, giving abundant evidence.

IAGIBII, Digest, lib XLVII tit. xxlf lex. 4; Plutarch, Numa.

33 Granier, Hisloire des Cissses Ouvritres dc. pp. 283-7.

3sConsult the Fncyclopedias, Articles on Slavery; also for instances of
Asiatic slaves joining the rebellion of Aristomjcus, see Infra, chapter ix.
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zeally a froedman, He built the propylae of the Parthe-

non, and with his skillful hand made the beautiful and co-
lossal statues of Athena and the wonderful chryselephan-
‘tine statue of the Olympian Zeus. Parrhasius, one of the
finest painters, who transmitted to the Italian schools the
art of delineations, was, in all probability a freedman.
Demosthenes in his terrible vehemence pronounced
Aschines a son of a freedman. That alone probably had
a strong tendency toward deciding the great case against
Alschines, whose mi%hty %enius, though the outcome of
lowly parentage, well nigh brought to the scaffold the
greatest orator of ancient or modern days. In these
bright years of our nineteenth century,such scurrile slurs
a8 %)emosthenes hurled against his enemy, which were
used to incite contempt, wonld be thought an insult upon
the act of labor. Innumerable were the marvels of genius
among the Greeks, and as innumerable the deprecatory
innuendos, the cowardly jealousies, the surreptitious re-
venges that were seate(i and sealed in the accident of
Lirth, Much of the greater and lesser broils may be at-
mcl;::e%bo w thisdi fr of
object in ¢this divergence is to give, from a readi

the past, Jm the spirit of sociological research, themat
‘the lowly of the aeek populstion were o:;ianized to a large
extent, against this scathing grievance, the taint of labor.

That ;%e slaves belonged in great numbers to the state
is seen by any one who consults the law of Lycurgus.*
It must be most distinctly understood that the great law
-of Lycurgus was intended only for the development and
-enjoyment of the two favored classes of Lacedsmonian
society—ihe Spartans and Perieci. He belonged to the
Eurystheneid line -of 8 kings. An aristocrat by
birth and according to Herodotus, living about a thous-
and years before our era, he would not permit the third
class or working people even to taste of the advantages
of his system—otherwise almost & perfect socialism if we
-except 1ts heathenish immodesty and blood-thirst. The
land he divided into 9,000 lots for the Spartans who were

34 Plutarcn, Lycurgus: ““It ts not worth while to take much painsas to riches
:since they are of no account; and the Helots (slaves) who tllled the ground,
were answerable for theproduce men ” And a few lines on: “So
.Wﬁt‘)&tgom-they estimated every thought of mechanic arts as well as
: T richies.
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fewest in numbers, 30,000 lots for the Periceci or Laconi.
ans who were more numerous in proportion. The poor
Helots or work-people and descendants from slaves got
nothing although their proportionate numbers were three-
to one. This hegemony of Greece incorporated into it-
self the most degrading slavery to be found in the world’s
history. Lycurgus’ although to his favorite people per-
haps in many respects a model, was towards those he ar-
rogantly assumed to be beneath him—the laboring class—
the model of a monster. His system of the ambuscade™
disgusted even Plato, who was a believer in slavery.
Plato’s great heart turned away jn loathing from such a
stupendous abomination. The ambuscade, a diabolism
that should blacken any age, could exist only in a country
where calm, cold-blooded contempt gets the better of the-
warmer emotions. In looking over the lofty but ghastly
eloquence of Cicero, whose implacable contempt for the
working people in later times cost him his life, we have
the nearest parallel to inveterate hate.

No historigrapher can hereafter afford to neglect the
inhuman butcheries perpetrated by the amb e ; since-
they differed from the massacres of Stone Henge, of Saint
Bartholomew, of the Incas, of the Mamelukes, of Wyoming,
in being consummated at moments of profoundest peace ;.
at moments when the innocent victims were wrapt in the
fiendish assassing’ service, sweating in the fields, at the
mill, with the flocks, on the provision market, producing,
garnering and distributing the food, the clothing, the
shelter which their heartless butchers were consuming
without gratitude, to invigorate their veins whereby to
accomplish such treacheries !

Just before reciting these horrors let us revert to the
victim. He was primarily the slave by the ancient family
law of entail and primogeniture. The shackles of abject
servitude were first inherited through the humiliating law
of entails which fixed the heir of the patrimony, the first
horn son, as a lord to be served, worshiped, immortalized,
und blessed; his children to be chattels, subjected, forced
to labor, distrusted, branded and cursed.*

3 For more on the Crypt . a, see Plul

Plutarch, Zycurgus.
36 Fustel de Coulanges, Oité Antique, livre 2, La Famills; Granier de Case
agnac, Hustloire des Classes Ouvridres, chap. 3,
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Next, after this primary calamity came the slaves of war;
whoie communities taken, carried off by the captors and
degraded to slavery and its concomitant curse,* as in the
case of the Messenian war with Sparta. Lastly the slave
trade. Three great ancient systems. Under these he
suffered torments which no pen of mortal will ever por-
tray. He was known by his dress, sometimes going in
rags equivalent to nudity, in gangs under a brutal boss.
Sometimes, in this condition, man along with woman,
destitute of means of being decent, dragging the long
day among the fields and flocks; dogskin&iats and sheep-
skin breeches, which survive longest the wear of the
wearer, and often totally nude. They were each flogged
once a day as an admonition, though having commitied
no offence and forbidden to learn the manly arts. They
were obliged to stoop and crouch in piteous obsequious-
ness to these drivers lest jealous tyranny interpret their
upright posture to be an assumption of the estate of man-
hood.® Such was the condition of the workin, of
Sparta which, above all other countries whereof we dis-
cover a historic trace, was the most pitiless toward the
slave. And the most shameful phase of this confession is
ltlle !cruel fact that all this was precept of the Lycurgan

w

‘We must return to the cryptia or ambuscade of the law
of Lycurgus. These Helots or working people, state-slaves
of Lacedssmon, lived and performed much of their labor
in the rural districts. ‘The law of Lycurgus provided for
the election, annually, of five magistrates or overseers,
called ephori, whose function was to strengthen and
heighten the principles of democracy that the happiness
of fie people might be equalized. Plutarch’s doubts as to
whether Lycurgus instituted the epkort geem to be dis-
pelled by his acknowledgm.nt that both Plato and Aris-
totle thought 80.® One of the functions of this institu-

% Ellan, Historia Varia, I, 1.; Athenmus, Deipnosophisiee, vi; Xenophon
Memorabilia, 8, 8, § 2 ; Blcher, Aufstinde der unfreien Arbeiter 8. 86 ; All
of these authors also Livy give evidence on the enslavment of men taken in war,

38 “The Ephori indeed, declared war agai them! Against whom? y
poor, naked slaves who tilled their lande, dress-d their food and did all those
oftices for them w hich they were too proud to do for themselves ” Cf. Piutarch,
"‘“1”1‘»‘?;";?‘32;'@?;;‘“}3‘2.’.“;&&” Lacedemon; Aristotle, Politin, v. ascribes

their origin to a lntar'perlod of the law’s existence than that of the Lawgiver’s
ifetime. Nevertheless they are the outcome of the great law of Lycurgus.
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tion for the promotion of ular democracy was to see
that the ambuscade was wglgpcarried out. All that was
imeant by the term people was the people who owned the
land, either by parcel or as government property together
with the slaves and other chattels of that property. This
means that the really worthless and ingolent non-pro-
ducers were the people. The useful majority of the in-
habitants, the working population, were entirely ignored,
contemptously denigg every vestige of participation in
this much boasted government, although there exists abun-
dance of evidence that they were naturally intelligent and
as worthy as their masters, of enjoying the product of
their labor in this state of democracy.

Instead of this, the ephori ordained that a certain num-
ber of young men from among the aristocrats should, at
their command, arm themselves with daggers, and pro-
vided with a sort of knapsack with provisions, secretly
sneak off into the mountains and jungles.® The distances
these legalized assassins were required to go varied very
much. These youths had governors who had the power
to order them to do as the ephori should determine. The
governors, whenever the ephori voted a new slaughter of
the working people, called together the smartest and most
able bodied of these young men, armed them with dag-
gers, sharpened and gleaming for the occasion.® At the
same time the inhuman overseers whom we may with due

ropriety call bosses, in accord with a technical significa-
ion fully adopted by the prevailing labor movement of
to-day, were ordered to see to it that the toilers should
be without arms or means of any kind with which to de-
fend themselves when suddenly set upon by the amateur
Spartan soldier, dagger in hand. ith all these odds
against them the poor, unsuspecting, half naked working
le were driven by the bosses, as usual into the field,
mill, the kitchen and the various places of service
wherever required to eke the drudgery of a sun-and-sun
summer day of toil. Meantime the assasgins were laying
in wait in the vicinity for their prey. It wasa manly
rt! The law of Lycurgus made more compulsory
any other code on earth, the provisions of manly

_—ibPlatarch, Lyeurgws, where these horrors are related.
“aicydides, De Bello Peloponnesiaro, liber IV. 80.
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o This was one of them. It wassport!® By
e exercise of this manly ?rt the youth’s blood flowed
stronger, his muscles grew, his body waxed athletic; he
-digested with a better relich the food his blood-begrimed
victim had in the morning prepared for him before his
murderousweapon slashedand pierced her gentle heart.
We quote from Plutarch. No one ever speaks illy of Plu-
tarch. His means of knowing facts were better than ours,
and his kind nature even in the barbarous age in which
he lived, revolted against the consistency of such a democ-
racy. He says:*

“The governors of the youth ordered the shrewdest of
them from time to time to disperse themselves in the
country, provided only with daggers and some necessary
provisions. Inthe day time they hid themselves and rested
1n the most private places they could find; but at night
‘they sallied out into the roads and killed all the Helots
they could meet with. Nay, sometimes by day, they fell
upon them in the fields and murdered the ablest and
strongest of them.” “

These ate specimens of authentic history of the lowly
as they have passed through a transition period of un-
numbered centuries, from abject slavery to a Christian
democracy which recognizes all men as equal and provides
for them precepts for equal enjoyment. But before quit-
i‘nf these chambers of cruelty and carnage it remains our
8ad duiy to recount what modern historians well know,
‘but seldom divulge—the great assassination. It happened
during the Peloponnesian war. Thisaccount comes from
the trasted and reliable historian Thucydides, who lived
at the time and made it his business for many years to
keenly observe what transpired, during that long and
tedious struggle of seven and twenty years. The story is
briefly told by him. Dressed and reflected upon in our
OWn way it appears in substance as follows:

During the great Peloponnesian war, one of the most
renowned in antiquity, the forces of the army sometimes
became decimated and it was necessary to recruit them

@ K. O. Milller in Die Dorter, denies this; but the evidence is too strong
w him. Again, Muller’s opinion regarding their ‘“‘aboriginal descent” has
com) letel'y overturned. }

8.Plu s Lycurgus,
«“Idem; Cf, tr. of the Langhornes. Vol. I. pp. 63 4.
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from whatever source possible. When, therefore, there
were no more soldiers to be had from among the Spartans
and Periceci or recognized citizens, the military authori-
ties were obliged to call out the laboring men who, at the
time of the Peloponnesian war, were three to four times
more numerous than the non-laboring class. This in an-
cient times was always a humiliation, War was the noble
occupation, labor the ignoble one. To ask a person in
disgrace to assist the nobles out of trouble was equivalent
to bumiliating confession. If then, the laborer, in a great
emergency was marshaled to the rescue, the only way to
blot out the stain such a humiliation entailed was to en-
franchize this warrior from social thraldom and thus
stanch the blot by elevating him from the fetters of bond-
age. If further, the bondsman after performing the ser-
vice manfully, redeeming his masters by bravery and valor,
earning his liberty by saving their lives and preserving
their realin from wreck, could be secretly munfered after
such decree of manumission was administered, it would
save the proud masters many a disagreeable jger, painful
wince and blush of shame when reminded that their ex-
istence and happiness was due to the daring and fidelity
of a hated menial who still shocked their pride with his
presence.

It came to pass that this humiliating expedient was in-
dispensible to save the nation from irretrievable ruin and
thousands of the emslaved laborers were marshaled and
drilled into the army. They were not allowed to bear
heavy arms; that would have been a still greater disgrace.
So they bore light arms and bore them gallantly. After
serving through many a tedious campaign probably of
years’ duration, after winning victories in many a skirm-
ish and in many a field and earning the full measure of their
promised reward, after seeing the Lacedeemonian armies
victorious at every hand and the great war prosperously
advancing toward triumph for the southern (greeks, there
were brought before the military tribunal for dismissal
over two thousand workingmen who had proved truest
in arms and been adjudged worthiest of ligerty. Their
faithful hands had valiantly borne the standard of an un-
grateful country. Theirstrong hearts had never flinched
either before their sullen discipline or the cleaving blades
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of the combatants. Their fiery zeal and fearless blows
had won the victery and earned the liberty which, before
this august council, proudly they heard pronouneed. Over
2,000 slaves who toiled for masters were thus regularly
enfranchised and marched into a temple or other enclo-
sure or field—no mortal knows or ever will know what—
to take the oath of freedom.

But the anxious wives and children waited and wept
long before these brave men came to gladden their hovel
g:ll‘nkzs. For hefre we oomes htﬁ the recital of o:ﬁs of the

st pages of history. ill more painful is this page °
because Il))lotwd. Tooq;owlly blotted for perusal ; sincg;a,
agide from a ghastly blood-stain that smirches its story in
mysterious gloom, it is written in the almost undecipher-
able hieroglyphs of reticent shame. Thueydides blushes.
for this lari E:ge ;3 but unlike the unmanly historians of
the past who have cringed in the presence of truth which
could not port the flattery of lords and masters of high
degree, he bravely told us all he knew. And what he:
knew is enough to make the blood run cold.® Besides,
it comes to us subscribed to by Plato,”” Aristotle* and.
Plutarch,” on whose minds, if we catch aright their words;
this massacre we are going to relate made an impression
80 strong as to waver the tone of these great philosophers’
belief in slavery *’ and seriously color their dialectics.

4 Thucydides during the Peloponnesian war for the hegemony of Greeﬁ,
commanded a division of the Athenian marine force; but being out-general
at Amphipolis by Brasidas went for twenty years into exile and during that
time used his wealth and talent writing the celebrated history which has:
some down to us.

4 Thucydides, De Bello Peloponnesiaoo, liber IV. cap. 80. “Kal &ne rar
v BovAopévors Ry dwi vpgécu dxmépar, pi e wpds 1é wapérra Tis MvAov
ou‘vz:‘nmpimwv dwel xai 168« Eimpagar, ofavpevor adriv THY ve xal
wAijfos (dei Adp Ta woAAd Aaxedaipoviows wpds Tods EtAwras Ths dvAaxis wépt
pdAiora kebeonicet): wposiwoy avrer boor afiolowy év Tois wodepiows yeyarnoda
elaw dpugror, xpl &5 eAevlepioorres, weipay woiovpevor kal pyovpero
Tovrous odiowy Uxd $poviparos, oimep xai nflwoay wpdTos éxacTos EAvdepovodar
péAiore v kai emidéodat. Kol wporpivavres és Gurg(u\iovs oi piv doredpavicarvrs
e xal '):i m?;;g::ov é‘: ﬁkwﬁpo‘:lvos. 8(:; [ o“l»l‘bw Vorepoy ypdnady
¢ gbrods K. leTo Tpbéwe dxaoros Siepddpy.!

41 Plato, De Republica, meaum

48 Aristotle, Politic, V.

49 Plutarch, Lycurgus, cap. 28. This massacre occurred under Brasidas,
in B. C. 424. n, Historia Varda, I. 1, eays that in Greece the supersti-
tious belief everywhere prevailed that these cruelties to the poor slaves caused
:oj;xdzmont from heaven upon the Spartans, in form of an earthquake, B. C.

, by which 20,000 people lost their lives. This must have been before the-
massacre described and proves the frequency of those horrible deeds of the
Ephori and their tutored and organized assassins. For later comments on this
earthquake at Sparta and the superstitious terrors believed to come from their
cruelty to slaves, see McCullagh, Industréal History of Free Nattons, I.p. 6.
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This much is known that during the time these 2009
or more soldiers were going through the ordeal of being
garlanded, erowned, distinguished and condueted to the
temple of the gods to receive their first beatitude, their
blessing and reward for bravery, the ephori were busily
and secretly making out a declaration of war, arming the
valorous young men and giving them instructions to crawl
cat-like upon them with the assassin’s daggers! No more
is known ; for here the page is torn beyond recovery. But
enough is known. The happy braves all disappear for-
ever. Naught but a dark and spectral mystery broods
over this page of history. The workingmen had received
the emoluments of their hire at the hand of an assassin
democracy !

The careful student of history from a standpoint of so-
cial science may pick up evidemce that to some extent even
the Helots were organized. Facts continually out in
the records shewing that these degraded doers of &u-m
labor under the law of Lyeurgus, unable 4o resist the ex-
actions, ratged insurtections against their tormentors, and
that they sometimes got the better of them. Im almost
every other part of Greece they are known to have been
organized into many forms of associstive self-support by
which they wereable to command more respeet. W ro-
turn to Athens. -
The fact must not be lost sight of that at Athens as
everywhere among the Aryans, there were two distinot
classes by birth——the nobles, claiming to be descended
from the gods, and the earth-borns who wemt baek t®
earth. The first Would not work if they could possibly
avoid it ; at least this may be said of the men. The Iat-
ter did most of the work ; not only the menial drudgery
‘but the skilled labor of building the magnificent temples
and other public edifices whose imposing ruins are still @
wonder of the now living age. To the credit of womsh
in high life be it said that sometimes the materfamélias
spun and wove, according to some testimony of Plato.
There are two im t facts to be considered: In
Greece, Rome and elsewhere in Europe and western Asia,
northern Africa and the islands, the working people
greatly outnumbered the non-workers, In Greeve they
were three and four times more numerous. Again, they
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were often chattles of that state. The land belenged to
the state and the laborers who tilled the land went with
it. This aa we shall see, became in Italy, under the gen-
erous laws of Numa, a great benefit for them which they
enjoyed for about 500 years, In Greece the land also
belenged to the state; but the cruel law of Lyocurgus
which was instituted 1,000 years before Christ and held
gaod, as Plutarch tells us for 500 years, treated the poor
oreatures with such flagitious absolutism that they could
never enjoy so well as did the Roman laborers, the boon
of their own organization.

The law of Lycurgus was })ermczous in its inculcation
of the two maral elements of Plato; these of irascibility
and concupiscence without sympathy, When g master
awns a slave from whem he expeects to reesive labor pro-
duet, he finds it for his awn advantage to treat him well;
otherwise he would not receive the full product of the
man’s labor; but when theland belonged to the state and:
the slaves also, this personal responsibility was smothered
with it. Thus hatred and contempt, attributes of Plato’s
irascible impulse, constituting one of the bages of moral
ghﬂosophy, were for ages allowed to develope in ihe

reast of the Spartan. Again, concupiscence or desire,
being common or national under the Lycurgan law, was,
averted from its natural competitive course by a eommyn-
ism of gratification without responsibilities and a.commun~
ism of participation; and these with idleness and al the
depravity, which such deteriorating inflnezces entail, law-
ered Spartan morality below the plain of sympathy. Thig
unfeeling and inhuman condition of the public mind be-
came & natural result ultimately destroying the otherwise
unhindered plan of Lycurgus.

Had the law of Lycurgus provided for absolute eqaality
of il men, ‘slave and noble alike, had its communism ap+
plied to all on exactly egqual. footing, the common ownem
ship could have been carried out by the state with greater
general happiness and all the cruelty which depraved,
Spartan life would have been saved to the credit of a splen~
did people, But that would have been a death blow to
the Pagan religion, itself based upon egoism and possible
only under s system of lords and slaves. Thus, with the
exceplion of the taint of labor and its coneomitant wrongs
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‘to the human race, the ancients began radically. They
began by having the family egoism of the .primordial
hearthstone—the first ownership—subdued into common
-ownership of land and even of children; and had they
‘banished that hideous curse, the taint of labor and added
to their other and truly virtaous methods of self culture,
the enobling, healthful and thrift-bearing practice of im-
partial economical labor as a necessary requisite to sanity
and wealth they would have taught the world a lesson
of advancement instead of one in degeneracy and shame.
The same must be said of Athens and the other Grecian
states except that none of them are known to have been
80 oruel and heartless as the Spartans under the Lycur-
gan law. ‘

We have thus suffieiently shown the grievance borne
‘by the ancient working pecple inciting and goading them
to organization. It now remains to%e proved that the
Greeks of this class, were actually in a substantial state
-of combination, especially the Athenians, during the ex-
istence of the Eleusinian games near Athens;a point which
throughout the chapter has been the subject in kernel, of
-our inquiry. This substantiated, we have a startling clue
to the causes from a sociological standpoint, of two histor-
ical phenomena: the social wars and the advent of our era.

- Every recent investigation reveals fresh slabs or drags
from the depths of time, earth and oblivion something in
proof. Dr. gch]iemnnn, quotes a passage of Homer which
shows an explanation comprehensible to us in no other
way than that there existed an understanding at that an-
cient day, between the lower people. A peddler came to
the palace with a gold collar set with amber beads, and
Homer sang a beautiful verse describing the knowing look
that the young prince saw exchanged between the man and
the servant woman in the hall while the queen was admir-
ing the amber necklace.® These were the nods and winks

so0 Schliemann, ; The Pre-histordc Palace, p. 368, containing the
from Homer. This also suggests that the working ,eoPIe_ includigg
ouse servants, were secretly In league at Mycens and that the league reach
o far as Phoenicia.
nAve’ iriyap woAVidpes ot wpos Sduara waTpds,
voreoy i éxwv, pera 8 nAéxrpoiair éepro
v udv dp &y perdpy Suwai xai wéTvoa wmiTHP
iv 7’ audpadbwrro, xai_ddpaiuoiogwy Spwrro,
Lov Umisxouevas & 8é 7)) xarévevoe cuewy*
#ret & xavvevoas xoikny éxi via BeBrixer”
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of the secret society which were observed but could rot
be read by the 1ad. This was in the second millennium
before Christ.

Granier, who must.have been a great hunter of facts, ob-
serves that slavery was originally of the family; not of vio-
lent origin,® %recisely what Dr. Fustel de &ulanges has
since proved beyond refutation of the most probing com-
mentators seeking contrary evidence.” Of course history
gives ponderous testimony that violence was & source of
-enslavement ; but that was not the origin. When our era
-opened it brought with it an inestimable boon; & pearl
-of great price ; the utter extinction of social class **—noth-
ing less than the long sought revolution. Dr, Cliffe Leslie
in an introduction to M. De Laveleye’s ¢ Primitive Pro
-erty,” observing the progress of this greatest of all the
revolutions which he rightly sees is yet far from being
realized though nearly all civilized races have repndinted
‘the curse of slavery, takes the entirely correct view with
regard to ownership after the momentous but gradual
revolution is past.™ ‘

It is known that in early Greece the Aetairat and the
hetairoi were female and male associates of the laboring
class, and that they had their legalized association for
mutual benefit. From very early times they used their
associations, not only for mutual protection against op-
pression but also for mutual improvement and pleasure.*

The celebrated jugglers were mostly members of an or-
ganization under whose auspices they used their jugglery
as a trade wherewith to gain a living. These are of al-
most incredibly ancient origin and in Greece many of them
were descendants of Egyptian slaves. Itis not difficult to
prove that at an epoch since which an son of time has
<be St Histotre des Classis Ouvridres, p. 38: “In conclusion, everythingleadsin
Srpibeeiig e Bty bt it bt

ssla Cut A , liv. II, chap. vii. pp. 76-89.

S8 Paul, Epfstle to the Gallations, chap. 1ii. verse 28; *There is neither Jew
‘nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female; for
yo a'r‘e all one in Jesus Oh}'ht." ton, p. xxl. “The owners of riy are on
the eve of becom! [ Y 'poverlou mingiity ;' for the many, to wl;::lll,l. the whole
power of the state is of necessity grayitating, see all the means of subsistence
S el iteid s e oot e B e,
Greek customs snd manhers at & symporion. Other evidence testifies to thers be-
ing a secre oxnl_‘l‘luon at these fo‘n'nh,whh:.h ducted the jes. See
-als0 Ltiders, 3 K

» ¥
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rolled over the human race, those jugglers were plyin
their profession the same as at & much later era in whieg
we find them at Athens.*® The professional business of
these jugglers and tumblers was to amuse the people; and
there are abundant inscriptions and pictures to be found
on vases and other pieces of pottery which show that they
worked hard to earn theinr money. These were specimens
of the slave system which marks the despotic rule, and ex-
isted first. All remote antiquity bears evidence, in pre-
historic inscriptions and inkings of different nature, of
many slaves, and that labor was degraded.”” The slaves
being first, there came about an era of manumissions.
Freedmen entered upon the scene bearing the taint of
slave labor and were obliged to resort to all sorts of in-
dustry and wit to makea living ; and among other methods.
adopted to secure that end, they emtered into mutual
alliances with each other for common assistance h
trade organizations. There were great numbers also of
the co:zlr‘r]mnia mimorum * l:m un.igns of comio t;ztom who
in a similar manner got & living amusing t le.
Strabo speaks of them * and Bt"mih gives%.he Grp::]?of
an interesting institution of this kind.® Mommsen gives
the law recorded in the digest from Gaius, which after-
wards suppressed mast of these societies.”

A eurious union was that of the Urinatores, men whose
business at Rome was to dive in the Tiber and probably

56 “An attempt has hegn made $o mathematicsl easnra this vast od
of time by calculating from the depth of mud of th:’ Il“lviﬁ ilef’nt whmlﬂob
Jects have been found, by L. Horner, on Zke Alluvial Land of and results
Rublisked in the Phil. Transactions, 1858, z 16, which gives 12,000 years, at the
assumed rate of deposit of three and five tenths inches per 100 years at Mem-
phis, from the fragments of vases faund 70 feet under ground.” Rir Gapdner
Wiikin-on, Angient w tiang, vol. L ?3 8-9., note, para;

57 Cf. Bancroft, Native Races, vol. IV. Antiquities. yg.' , showing that in
the remote past of Central America, inscriptions exh{biting the most despotic
conditions were produced, probably thousands of years before the discovery of
the present pomadi.- races who were found in & semi-communal state. At Pa.
lenque are inscriptions on the ancient walls showing conditions coeval with the
earliest European monarchism. A king garbed in fine military attire, and the
everlasting slaves on bended knees and in humble suppliance. They are freely
drawn. wlith art superior to Bgyptian, being in bas reli¢fs, in stuoco on the walls
of the palace.

58 Mommsen, De Oollegiis et Sodalactis Romanorum. p. 83: “Communia mim-
orum Romanorum et in nomina et in institutis ré xowa row wepl vov Acomicer
renirov referunt, quee apud Gracos lmglsa et plurima fuerunt,*

% Strabo, Geographica, X1V, 643, 28,

60 Corpus Inserplionum Gracarum, nos. 340 and 8031,

6l Mommsen ; De Coll. et Sodal. Romanorum, p. 84, Grest numbers of thess
societies existed abeut the Hellespont and among the Ionian Islands,
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also into the public baths in search of things lost by the
grandees while boating or bathing.® At Naples, Nice and
other places on the sea these divers had unions and no
_ doubt possessed skilled men who succeeded in restoring the

\m.luabs)o after the wrecks of triremes, and other craft.®
Especially were these unions a benefit to community at Sy-
racuse, the Pirzus and Byzantium, where these and other
unions abounded in great numbers. Mommsen on the
law of Solon also declares that there were both sacred and
civil communes,” and he further states that all such soci-
eties were not only permitted, but they possessed at that
early period (B. C. 600), the right of perpetual organiza-
tion. The probability is that these organizations had ex-
isted from & much earlier epoch than that of Solon; but
having never done any harm at Athens and the Athenians
being a much more sympathic people than the Spartans,
they were never molested. So long as the trade unions
of the world, ancient and modern, have restricted them-
selves to mere pleasure, religion, and f ity, they do
not appear to have been harshly dealt with; but so.soon
as they ventured tp consider and act upon the subject of
polities, which of all others, was most necessary to their
welfare, they became objects of hate and of repression.
Hapecially was this the case in ancient tiwes; because pol-
itics like war, was a noble calling. Petty fruga.hty, and
crude convxvml, as well as burial ordeals were too tnﬂmg
and mean in the eyes of the nobles to attract attention.

There was at Athens a class of public servants,* They
were not real slaves although public property, and treated
as menials; never being allowed to perticipate in the
slightest degree in the principle of government and yet
they actually performed all the routine labor of the gov-
ernment. At the time we hear of them through publie
records and through inadvertent mention by historians,
they seem to resemble freedmen. They received a small
salary to keep them alive, and their business was to keep

e Orelllus, Inscriptionum Latinarum Seleotarum Amplissima Collectio, No. 41151
“Ti. Claudio mquil Severo Decuriali lietore................... sportulse viritim
dividantur praesertim cum navigatio scapharum diligentia ejus adquisita et con-
firmata sit. Ex decreto ordinis corporls piscatorum et urinatorum tatius alvet
Tiberls uibus ex 8C. coire licet.” The inscription was found in Rome.

otabilis est hoc loco lex Solont- ex qua sacra civillague communia non

alio jure fuerunt quam quo soc ad negt t1 preeditionemve consti.

tute.”” Mommsen, De Collegiis et Sodaliciis Romanorum, p
64 Consult Dr. Hermann, /litical Antiquitier of Greece, pnragraph 147,
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the books and do the various duties of & public office un-
der government.

They had their protective unions. Being clerks, and
constantly in presence of polite people, they made a gen-
teel appearance and were apt in the civilities of court.
But like all their class they also had a grievance. They
were treated as menials because they were not “ blooded;”
and consequently could not pit their natural genius and
ability against that of their masters who conducted the
public offices and who belonged to noble stock. “It was
required that Archons and priests should prove the purity
of their descent as citizens ?or three generations.” ®* The
business of the Pagan temple was a part of the state af-
fairs: and consequently priests in those times were pub-
lic officers. Priests were politicians. Omne of the quali-
fications of the Archons or rulers was to have a good rec-
ord that they attended toreligious ceremonies. Ostracism,
banishment and death were among the punishments de-
signated by the law for neglecting these duties of citizen-
ship; and the least whisper against any of the gods or the
regulations of the Pagan religion wasblasphemy. This
explains the causes of that great difference in station
which existed without regard to the business qualifications
of the men. Smart workingmen without rights, or any
claim to rights, were often required on a mean salary to
do all the work of both departments of governments with-
out being entitled to the least benefit in either, while a
tyrant and sensualist held all control and honor like some
wodern sinecurists of our offices. There is evidence that
this exclusivism was regarded by the poor workmen as a
great grievance; but their exclusion from free participa-
tion in religious rights and especially from membership in
and access to the Eleusinian mysteries was the greatest one.
Against these grievances they were organized in secret.

Dionysius of Halicarnassus mentions a society of the
Thiasotes or Greek labor unions, the members of which
had for their patron deity the goddess Minerva through
the noble family of the Nautii, who brought the image of
Minerva away from the Trojans to Italy.* Here it ap-

& Idem, 8. 148. The 3oxiuacia, or scrutiny into the aatecedants of candi-
dates, is here explained.
%8 Dionysius of Hali dntig R , VI. 69.
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pears that the union was not permitted to worship their
foddess directly but had to a&;;ro’ach her through a noble
amily. By worshiping the borrowed proxy they got ac-
cess indirectly to the object of their reverence. This
statement is valuable as it sheds light upon what in those
early times is thus proved to have been felt as a grievance;
and shows that it was imperative on the part of the un-
recognized working giople to organize and take counsel
with each other on what they considered a most important
matter, the right of worship, from which they were ex-
cluded on account of their reputed meanness of birth,
The existence or non-existence of this soul depended upon
it. Dirksen in his T'welve Tables points to Gaius in proof
that the Aetairai and the sodales were one and the same
organization ; ' the former being in Greece and the latter
in Ttaly. He further states that a comparison with the
law of Solon proves that they were tolerated and their ac-
tions encouraged, if not regulated by him. The Twelve
Tables are now known to be contemporaneous with, if not
8 translation from the law of Solon; and the law of Solon
was a paraphrase of the still more ancient law of Amasis
an Egyptian king, )
Nor was this organization common to Rome and Greece,
Granier says: “Trades Unions existed since the time of
Solomon, and among the Greeks from the time of The-
seus.”® In the time of Joshua, B. C. 1587-1427, they are
oken of. We have evidence regarding an organization
:Eat attempted a resistance to the overbearing nobles, in
time of Agis I. These were Helots. The insurrection
did not succeed, for it appears that the king caused their
murder in large numbers. AgisI, was one of the mythi-
cal Spartan kings and is believed to have reigned more
than a thousand years before Christ. This great massa-
cre of the helots took place 1055 years before Christ.
Traditionally the event came down to the era of writing
a8 something mysterious and terrible. When at last, it
entered the chronicles of historians it was dim in detail
and being a subject which gave pain instead of pleasure
—one of those servile episodes which early history appears
67 They had in Greece the ovooiror (communists), who ate at the common
table, the suérapor (burial societies), the duaswrar (disciples of the doctrine of

mutual love).
68 Granier de Cassagnac, Histoire des Classes Ouvridres, chap. xif.
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to have preferred to leave unwritten—we unfortunatel:
have only a few faint records which have struggled throug]
the mists of high antiquity and gleam darkly through sul-
len tradition and venturesome ﬁistorio jottings upon us,
But the murder of the helots by order of Agis I. is spoken
of by many authors as having ocourred B. C. 1,065 or
thereabout. ~ After that event they became adscripti
glebae, public property attached to the soil.

The student of Yxistory from a standpoint of sociology,
would, however, be glad to obtain more light upon that
event; because we want to know what was the origin of
the Aristotelian philosophy and the surroundings that
wotived it. )

Of all the dphilosophies or systems of arrangement as &
basis of enduring polity, the chrematistics of Aristotle,
properly unders is sure to be that which any and all

t labor movements cannot but adopt. The sociolo-
gist, who intelligently seans the evolution of our race on the
enormousscale in which things are presented to him by the
vicissitudes of the lowly and downtrodden poor who bave
fed and enriched the non-laboring few from earliest ages,
cannot but wonder how a rich and fortunate man, an aris-
tocrat, & believer in slavery, a dialectician, and one who
spurned the menial, who counciled and advised the might-~
iest of monarchs, could have settled down in the conclu-
sion that there is pnly one way of getting at truth and
that is by beginning at small things and through them, in
tirelees investigation and experiment, learn to know and
improve. Yet all who study the logic of this man, as laid
down by him, are irresistibly led to traverse the very path
which he opened with the keen edge of his slashing knife
of reason. He “ discriminated between the several facul-
ties;—the nourishing, feeling, concupiscent, moving and
reasoning powers of animal organism and attempted to
explain the origin of these powers within the body, and
build hismorals and politics on the peculiarities of human
organization.”*® Everything aceording to Aristotle, if we
would positively know, must be founded on close obser-
vation of facts. His eudaimonia was attained only through
the bliss that rewards mind or reason when it achieves

€ American Eneyclopedia, Art. Aristotle.
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truth by indefatigable riment and experience. He
would :{vo men aoqui a:ﬁeknowledge by study of hum-
ble facts, and lay down therefrom a true basis of politiecal
-economy. Nothing, not even the servile race, the slaves,
the freedmen, the workingmen, was so mean but Aristotle

eould enrich his mind by studying it.
Here lies concealed from all eyes except those of the
student of man from the standpoint of sociology, a phe-
nomenon. Why did Aristotle adopt opposite conclusions
from Plato, his old master? Plato believed largely in the
theory that only the unseen gods dwelling in the etherial
abodes, could impart to man absolute knowledge. Aris-
totle dared believe and teach that knowledge could only
be had by observation and experiment with little things;
for they were the beginnings. The poor workingman,
then infinitessimally little as Aristotle believed him, was
the beginning, being the author of labor preduct and con-
sequently worthy of observation and study. This was the
first encouragement the unappreciated maker and pro-
ducer of all means of life ever received from a philoso-
pher.” Inall a%es the workingman has been an unob-
served factor. He is of the earth; this he has himself
aclmowledged, whatever claims the idler may have filed
in his own behalf to the contrary. Being of earth, he
digs and cultivates it and from his labor springs the fruit
which when ripe and harvested is eaten and enjoyed by
" the idler. He built edifices which have survived the de-
compositions of time and his master enjoyed them. But
more important and more obscure are the fine details he
performed which, though often considered too mean to
mention, were in reality as now, the very bulwark of human
existence and though too obscure to attract attention were
in reality the foundation of all nourishment, achievement,
history and knowledge. The great philosopher saw this.
He studied nature; and the workingman, recognized as
an element of nature, was watched by him. The numer-
ous mutual societies and union of resistance existing about
the philosopher eame in for a share of investigation and
70 It has been stated that Aristotle pl: zed Kapils and certain other East
Indian te'uihu:- ,nd .lut‘l,lgn‘ot grest y !nﬂn‘g obtained their books while
th the emperor Alexander

<m his J Y
#hie Great. The question is however, obscure. He certainly followed sbme of
the ideas of Anaxagoras, Kapila and others.
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were seen to.be the deeply underlying fundament of alt
whence the whole superstructure of society rose. With-
out the little, and humble, too unappreciated producer the
world would be a wilderness of forests and wild beasts.
Hence, as all came from humble toil, so the toil of inves-
tigation and experiment, however mean and unworthy the
rich might esteem it, was the very most necessary of all
things to resort to in order to arrive at truth, improve-
ment and correct government. This is the basis of the
philosophy of Aristotle. The world is following it to-day,
led bylabor; and the myriad links of invention,and dis-
covery in experimental progress, are in exact harmony
m}'l: the recommendations of the Stagerite of the Nym-
um.

P There are some curious episodes in the life of Plato, .
which the ordinary reader, without system and without
knowledge of the little details of life of the age he lived
in, overlooks. What was the trouble with him at Syra-
cuse? Nearly four hundred years before Christ, Plato,
after varied travels, after he had written his “ Thesetetus,”
and his “ Statesman,” and was well-known to have decided
inst the workingmen, to have pronounced them too
vile to merit a better fate than bondage, and to have de-
clared that the proper form of government was that of
aristocrats and slaves, we find him at Syracuse, spurned
by Dionysius, waived from his presence, and consigned to
the billingsgate that fed the great city with fish.” To be
sent away from the tyrant’s presence when his sole mission
was to teach his majesty the honeyed sweets ™ of his then
famous philosophy, was bad; but to be relegated to the
city’s ban-lieues, among the brobdagnagians, and hear
their ridicule, was worse. But they must have been especi-
ally disagreeable to him since he well knew that their
raillery was directed against him. They were of the low-
born, with little education and no urbanity; he was of
the great gens family, a very Ariston, of ﬁze stock,.
boasted of, among all Athenians. But they wit and
sufficient means of knowing facts, to be informed that he
wa3 the proud teacher of aristocrats, that he did not teach
': f};‘gtﬂ’qu‘m% mo pn.rvnlodo!gientl l.pes in labellis conssedisent

responsum est, singulari illum suavitate orationis fore; ita futura eloguentis
provisa in infante est.” Cicero, De Divinaiiene, 1. 38.
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the lowest of the people but that he believed with the cit-
izens of Sparta and of Athens that their slavery and
humiliation were just. We also have found some evidence
that these people were organized. They belonged to the
four trade unions, viz: the mercenaries,” the caudicarit or
boatmen and sailors, the piscatorii, fisherman and the
fabri, artisans. There must also have been unions of the
tax gatherers; at any rate in later times, for Cicero men-
tions vectigalia in connection with Verres who was gov-
ernor in Sicily.™

This last fact is one very interesting to know; for it
sheds fresh light upon that memorable episode in the life
of Plato. The unions, finding that the tyrant Dionysius had
taken an affrontat Plato, and hating him themselves, were
willing o eonspire with the king against his life. It was
probably an organization of the caudicarit whom Dionysius
en to carry him off to Italy and their greed to make
a living out of the affair was probably what saved his life,
Instead of killing him as they were probably paid to do, they
received an offer in Italy for him alive, which they ac-
cepted and sold Plato as a slave. He was afterwards ran-
somed by his friend Dion and returned to Athens a wiser
man. We are not informed as to what influence this ex-
perience had upon the great philosopher; but there are
gleamings which illume our conjecture that his illustri-
ous disciple, Aristotle, who always opposed his theories,
took care to enrich his store of wisdom from the circum-
stance. .

In early times, while the world was yet too ignorant and
inexperienced to understand the advantages of arbitration
and of subsisting upon peaceful rather than warlike meas-
ures, brigandage was common. It existed by interna-
tional permission or common consent. The only indus-
trial system then known was that conducted by the trade
unions ; for according to the regulations of Solonand king
Numas, even the slaves were many times managed by over-
seers who were under pay of the unions. The rich citi-

1 Grote, Hist. p. 79. The mercenary soldiers especially hated Plato who
had acted the friend of Dionysius. The latter had cut down their gny, p. 86).
in conse%uence of which they had struck. They were all organized. Cf. also,
Grote’s Plato, and Livy, XXV. 38.

4 Cicero, Verres. II. 8, 7: “Quoniam quasi quedam pradis populi Re-
mani sunt vectigalis nostra atque provincise.”
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zen believed it a disgrace to labor. He made his wealth
or capital work for him. Among other chattels were his
alaves. But he was too high to personally conduct the
labor of slaves. This was done, to a large extent, by those
who were not ashamed to perform labor. Of ocourse,
then, these overseers were descendants of slaves. They
were the freedmen, who on receiving their manamission
struck out for themselves; and for safety and, success
formed themselves into unions for mutual assistance and
resistance ssa.inst competition, danger and abuse. Among
the multitudes of ocoupations they assumed, are found,
especially with the Grecians and Syracusians, the Phee-
nicians and the people inhabiting the Grecian Archipel-
ago, that of brigands and the mercenaries. Both the

brigands and m systems were closely leagued
into unions which 11:& eld each other in the vicissitudes
of the struggle for life, The whole system of the warlike

patrician families both in Greeve and Rome may be said
to be one of brigandage. What is arming a multitade of
idle men, disciplining them to the use of weapons and

ing them into a neighboring country to destroy the
products of industry but brigandage? Yet ancient his-
tory is a constant repetition of this predatory and crual
system. It was brigandage.

Among the sufferers from this system were oftentimes
the working people; some of them slaves, but many also
freedmen, belonging to unions. They were thus torm
from their peaceful occupation. Possessing. the long ex~
perience of association they naturally utilized this their
only means of gaining a living, by becoming brigands
They turned their trade unions into bandities and learned
to estrange themselves from habits of industrious peace and
assume the fierce modes of maranders. They exchanged
the workshop for the jnn%es, the mountain fastnesses, the
oaves and thus became fighters and guerrillas. A remark-
able case of this desparation is seen in that ex i
man Spartacus, the gladiator, of whom we shall give, in &
future chapter, a complete and exhaustive history, in in-
vestigating the. terrible results of Roman repression of
trade unions by the conspiracy laws. It is enough here
merely to mention that this tendency of ancient labor or-
ganization to reverse their habits, forsake the peaceful in-
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dusiwies which they Joveéd, and wander away in organized
dube seeking subsistence through plunder, was by no
means -a fault as such actions are now considered; for
atherwise they would have immediately been seized by
the conquering legions and sold into slavery. In those
Pprecarious times, therefore, brigandage was no crime, al-
though to be caught was slavery or death. But it added
a fierceness to the social aspect of the human race.

The Eleusinian mysteries caused a great deal of dissat-
isfaction and feud by reason of their severe, aristocratic
exclusiveness which often wounded the pride even of the
haughty patrician families of Attica, and we now return
to them as our legitimate theme. In our chapter on the
system of trade unions farther on we give a detailed de-
scription of the ancient labor unions and evidences of
their immense number which we have collected, partly by
our own travel and observation, partly by personal inter-
views with the great authors of Archmological works and
partly by ransacking with much patience and labor every
written statement which original law and history, together
with the criticism of modern and ancient authors thereon,
have eontributed to illume this dark page of the social

t.
Pn'..l‘he ancient trade union, both under the law of Solon
and of Numa Pompilius, was a state institution! The
land taken by conquest belonged to the state, together
with the family religion and all its magnificent temples of
. worship. The great buildings of the cities were property
of the state; most of the slaves who cultivated the soil
under the direction, exclusively, of the trade union, were
-also property of the state. This made a social state—an
almost socialistic state—and in many respects more social
than political; but entirely spoiled by the terrible social
distinctions of rank.™ The religion, based upon heredity
snd superstition combined, was an extraordinary tissue
of errors, greatly incressing the common misery of the
people by flaunting in their faces the insult that none but

s Miliar, Origin of Ranks, Basil. 1793, chap. vi.; Granier, Hist. des Classes
Ouuvridres, pp. 484493, In his 18th chapter, Granier cites the reecript of An-
toninus P?u!: “Deminorum quidem potestatem in servos suos inlibitum eese
oportet, nec cuiquam hominum jus suum detrahi.”” Ulpian, De Officso Procon-
sulis, lib. VIIT; De Dominorum Sevitia. This power of the masters over their

. siaves was thua later transferred to the state.
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the high-born citizen, eligible to the Eleumman mysteries,
could be sure of heaven. There could be no peace of
mind while such a grievance existed; for it not only

oaded the greater part of the people a8 an insult but.

ted them with fears. Itis a prominent character-

istic of the Aryan race to believe in religion and build up
institutions of a religious nature; and it will probably re-
main so unless some physical dlscovery be made throwing
pos1t1ve light against the theory of immortality. At the
game time the Indo-Europeans were—precisely as they
still are—an extremely democratio people by nature. A
religion, then, based upon the most absurdly aristocratic
dogmas could not, without great conflict maintain itself
among the equality-loving Indo-Europeans. Jesus Christ
during his visit gmong us established the remarkable idea
that God was no respecter of persons; that all men were-
created equal; that although the elysion and tarteros or
the heaven and hell were the same, the eligibility to gain
the one and fly the other depended not upon stock, birth,
fortune, but behavior, The revolution was then begun.
‘When we understand from a standpoint of scientific so-
ciology the phenomena of the past thus connected with
the ancient struggles of the lowly, there bursts forth be-
fore our vision a glory eof light sweeping away hitherto
insurmountable difficulties to the analysis of certain vague
and obscure points in history.

It is now, after having opened these facts thus far, in
order to set down two theorems: The first is, that the .
greater the organization of the working classes for mutual
protection and resistance the higher the standard of en
lightenment in the communities they inhabit. In other
words the intensity of enlightenment in civilization may
be measured and compared by the numeric proportion of
the laboring people arrayed in organized resistance against
ignorance, and oppression. The second theorem may be
construed to read that the higher the enlightenment, the
more complete is the extinction of social rani’t

We are also now ready to make an announcement
which no person can consistently deny; to wit : that the
era covered by the ancient trade unions is that known,
sung and celebrated as the “Golden Age.” It is not only
the era of military, but pre-eminently of social, and in
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@reece, of intellectual prosperity. The great literary era
of the Romans occupies the latter half of the celebrated
golden era. - It lasted from the days of Numa Pompilius
who encouraged the free organization of Roman trade
unions which was about 690 yearsbefore Christ, until the
ear 58 B. C. when Cgsar ordered the conspiracy laws.™
n Greece from the time of Solon about 592 years before
Christ it continued down to her conquest by the Romans.
Thus the economical prosperity of both Greece and
Rome is proved to have covered those centuries which
were favored with the right of free organization. We
shall now proceed to touch upon the actual deeds of these
unions and show as we have the evidences that the su-
perb architectural works whose august ruins still amaze
the beholder were, to some extent at least, the handiwork
of those trade unions, backed by that phenomenal, and to
the present age, incomprehensible social state which never
sold its lands, religion, jurisprudence or ornaments to
others, nor allowed them to be overridden by monopolies.
Thelabor of land culture—which produced and distributed
among all people thefr food—of manufacturing arms and
eti:]ipments for the armies, of provisioning the armies
while on the march and at rest, of manufacturing and re-

pairing the household furniture, of image-making, which
appears to have been a considerable industry of con-
structing architectural works, was largely assigned to the

labor unions during the golden age.” Numa discouraged
warfare, but made specific arrangements governing the
artisan class; * and at the Saturnalia obliterated the lines
of distinction between the mnobles and the common born,
He distributed the arfisans into nine great mechanical
fraternities. Flavius Josephus ™ gives an elaborate and
highly interesﬁngoacoount of the building of the temple
of Jerusalem by Solomon. Suffice it to say here, that the
emfiloyer, Hiram, who was engaged by Solomon to come
with his skill and skilled force all the way from Tyre a
distance of about 100 miles, Lo design and construct this

"suetonins: COemsar, 43: *Cemsar cunota collegis preeter antiquitus con-

" Granier, pp. 284-828, all through.
78 Plutarch, Numa, cap. xvii.; , and Numa Compared.
k”gn!.mph“' Antiguities of the Jews, book . cap. ii.; also of the Jews,
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sgnificent edifice, was, so to speak, a boss or chief ové?
& trade wnion, which through him, took one of the largesd
and most imposing contracts known in ancient o
modern times; and it is & very interesting example of the
‘intelligence and extraordinary enterprise of the Phenici-
ans. We are not among those eager creduwl/i who jump
at conclusions, and ready to suppose that this Hiram was
the founder of the celebrated ancient fraternity of “Free
Masons.” On the contrary, the institution was old when
Hiram brought to Solomon the 3,200 foremen and the
40,000 artificers who built this gorgeous temple of which
Josephus 8o glowingly speaks. But this immense work
being a religious undertaking, conducted by a politieal
decree and under state control, and furthermore being a
Semitic, not an Aryan enterprise and consequently free
from the mean, rank exclusivism characterizing and belit-
tling the source-history of all their great works, was able
to rise and carry with it some lueid scintillae as to the
manneg gf its ereotiox;. The hgrest tea:ple 3f So;omon
furnished posterity a slight gl at the order of Free
Masons ; being a landmgrk mereY;?observable in an ob-
scure night of time. Its ruins may, therefore, be truth-
fully classed, by the student of sociology, as archeeologioat
proof of the ancient trade union movement. By this, the
mind of the general reader may better understand the
source of that all-pervading cloud which so unfortunately
shuts us off from the clues—to say nothing of the history
—regarding the construction of one of the most magnifi-
-eent works of sculptured masonary ever prodaced. The
religio-political institutions, based on the antithetic origin
-of birth and its entailments of rank, prevented the work-
ingmen from rising into recognition, or transmitting be-
Kond their own generation any detailed knowledge as to

ow those structures rose. The powerful archon Pericles;
of Athens, furnished us an illustration of this. He wanted
to build the Parthenon. Now Pericles, the statesman,
building & church, shows that no difference existed be-
tween church and state, since belief was compulsory un-
«derlaw. The Parthenon was the grandest edifice of either
the ancient or modern world.*® Although Pericles was &

8 Guhl and Koner, Life of the Grecks and Romans, pp. 25-28.
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noble, of the family of the Pisistratids, yet we know that
‘he was the intimate friend of Phidias. So we are informed
that Solomon enjoyed the acquaintance of Hiram. This
~ might be, though Phidias and Hiram were both of mean
extraction, according to the estimation of ranks. But
their superiors admired them for their genius alone. A
wonderf.ul contrast projeocts from a coincidence of the late
.medisval age, consisting in Raphael’s intimacy with Pope
Leo X,, for at the time of Raphael, Christianity with its
inexorable moral erosions had gnawed away much of the
ancient ranks, and had begun to invite an absolute equal-
ity; whereas, in the more ancient times, under the domin-
ion of the Pagan faith, it could not be more than admira-
tion and acquaintance. In the same manner, Pericles, who
was the master political genius of his age, could admire
and keep an acquaintance with Aspasia, & lady of the
lower rank, but he could not raise her hy any gift of title
to a higher one than that in which ghe was born. =~ .
It is almost certain that in the comstruction of the Par-
thenon, Ictinus was to Pericles what Hiram ™ was to Solo-
mon: Ictinug,® we are told, was chief architect, and with
the assistance of Callicrates and Phidias who worked on
the chyselephantine statue of Athena, had charge, as
chief architect, of the Parthenon It appears® that Phi-
dias tock the entire control of all the building enterprises
of Athens and also, probably of the temple of Eleusis; for
Ictinus built the fane of this temple. We are now cen-
terin%upon the interesting point of our investigation. 1t
took Phidias, Ictinus and icrates ten years to design
and complete the new Parthenon, the most magnificent
and imposing structure of ancient or modern times. More
fortunate are we in having Josephus and other authority
for the temple of Solomon whereon not only the chief
architect, but 3,200 foremen and 40,000 masons of the

great “ body ” or masons’ fraternity were engaged.*
At the Pireeus there existed, at the time of the building
of the Parthenon, great numbers of trade unions,* under
81 Care should be taken not to confound Hiram the artificer with his friend

Hiram the king. ssGuhl and Koner, Idem, p. 25.

8 Pausanias, Hellados I-"eﬂzab, (Dacrt{tion of Greece).

8 Josephus, Antiguities ?f Jews, book VII. chap. ii, In latin the “body”
corpus, was a legalized workingmen's society, the same as collegium. Bee Orelli,
Inscr, Vol. III. Henzen, p. 170, of supplement index.

% Bee Chapter I. of Liiders Dionysische Kinstler, pp. 14-18.
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- provigion of 80 01 engraved on wooden serollsand kept
in the Acropolis and the Prytaneum, which were legalized
organizations and whose recognized business was to work
for the state. Now with the maltitudes of trade unions,
-existing all around, at Athens, at the Pirseus, at Eleusis-
i8 it supposable that the three directors built the parthe,
non in ten years? Imstead of the 8,200 foremen and 40-
000 men as at Jerusalem, there were probably at Athens
4,000 foremen and 50,000 masons, sculptors, draftsmen,
hod carriers, laborers and others too numerous to detail.
We find that this great public work was finished 438 years
before Christ, just at the time when the golden age of
labor was at its zenith of glory both in Greece and Rome.

It was the golden age of art and economio thrift. It
-also corresponds exactly with the stretch of time during
which the trade unions under the laws of Solon at Athens
and of Numsa at Rome werein fullest force, granting and
-encouraging organization of the working people, which
was used by them for protection and for resistance to all
-dangers that might beset them. ,

It is thus shown that while a serious grievance existed
.among the working people of ancient Greece, in form of
an exclusivism denying &em the right to save their souls
by becoming members on equal footing in the Eleusinian
-order, there also existed a vast organization or confrater-
nity which, then as now, afforded them opportunities for
meeting in secret and discussing this grievance. It is
-scarcely necessary even to conjecture whether they did or
did not use these advantages for such discussion. Human
nature is alike in all ages. 'When the conspiracy law, or
law of Elizabeth, was annulled in 1824,* permitting the
people o organize in England, they immediately took ad-
vantage of every opportunity trade unionism afforded,
‘wherewith to discuss their grievances. The growth and
intelligence of the ponderous labor movement in the
United States is largely due to the discussion which is
-constantly taking place in their secret unions. We ven-
tare that the same thing occurred in the times we are de-
geribing; because it could not well have been otherwise.
Where the grievance exists and the opportunity to meet

eThorold Rogers, Siz Centuries of Work and Wages, p. 438 As to the nature
<©of the act of Elizabeth, see idem, pp. 398-9. Cf. Porter’s Progress of the Nation,
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and discuss it exists, it i8 not in the order of nature a.monﬁ
intelligent beings, to resist it. 'We are fortunate enoug
‘to have found statements upon the subjects of trade unions
transmitted to us through %reat authority, Gaius, who
wrote & digest of law on the Twelve Tables, has a passage
which has been preserved and so important is it that
both Granier and Mommsen refer to it as conclusive evi-
-dence that the law of the Twelve Tables providing for the
right among working people to organize and enjoy trade
unions, was to some extent a translation from Greek tables
of the code of Solon.” In this passage are mentioned many
-organizations taken from the Greek text inscribed on
the scroll of the law of Solon and also on the tablet of the
‘Twelve Tables. The 7'hiasotai then were gh isely in
‘Greek what the Collegia were in Latin, e sailors’
unions here mentioned were the same which we speak of
elsewhere as existing in large numbers at the Pirsus or sea-
go rt of Athens which was distant from the metropolis only
ve miles. The organizations of the stone masons, the

marble cutters, the carvers, the image makers of wood
mineral and ivory, and others, were located within the
«<ity. Some of these unions, probably the image makers,
pretended more religious piety than others; but the fact
18, that all of them were combined for mutual aid and re-
sistance against grievances. Under the law, so long
a8 they did not corrupt the statutes of the country (“dum
ne quid ex publica lege corrumpant,”) they were not on]y
allowed to caréer unmolested but were even protected by
this provision of the great lawgivers.

This brings us face to face with two proven facts: that

sunk i Grm raplas vocant” AfSin: «Bodaiivua: il atte, polosaien
facit ex (duodecim Tabularum) s:cdt onem quam velint slbi fane dum nnmld
-ex publica lege corrum; nt." hac lex videtur ex lege Solonis tr: te
-esse; nam llluc ita est: *‘E'dy 8 Sijmos, 3 ‘rpotc % iepiov ‘bpyiwv, n vairan,
avvairor, n dubrado, 7 éunmu, 7 éme Auw oixéuevor, 9 ds Ip.iropmy O 7 TavTwy
Stadavrar wpos aAAdAovs, vpov elvai, dav u &wayopdal Snuboia yp&mu‘ra-'
it 0 gl ol B hTR S S il B
‘g'aﬁoul:l‘;;‘ihm Hon ?1 i ltwuethem«lmd the Priests of
the Communes, the Saslors, the Co-operators, the Burial Fralernsties; and the reg-
xular trade unfons or Siagwra: such as were organized in the cat rles of Nums

8s Mommsen, De Collegiis et Sodaliciis Romanorum, D. tur de in-
terpretatione verbi a XII. Tabulis adhibiti non constet, Glﬂ vorba. omnis col-
legia pertinere certum est neque ulla ntiq reddi vldetur r posse, cur oollo&: :&lo
ficum legum f rum jure car

Liuders, Die Dinoysi K Tlmle points are overwhelming in
proof that the Greek and Roman trado union systems were nearly identiocal.




128 THE MYSTERIES.

during the renowned era of Grecian architecture, belles-let-
tres, philosophy, sculpture, painti all work of labor-
ers—there Afso flourished a great labor movement; just as
now in England, in Germany, in Franoce, in the United
States and Canada, during the most brilliant period of all
human enlightenment, ancient or modern, there flour-.
ishes an enormous social organization for self-help and
for resistance against grievance endured by working peo-
ple. It also proves the correctness of our theorems that-
the greater the organization of the laboring people against
grievances the higher the enlightenment, and the higher
the enlightenment the more complete the extinction of so-
cial ; consequently the intensity of human civiliza~
tion viewed on the largest scale, is, under the competitive
system, to be ascertained by the prevalence or non-pre-
valence of these organizations, acting as mutually self-aid-
ing forces and as tribunals or courts of ap from the
gievanoes their members are liable to suffer. How inef-

ble, then, the arrogance of a paltry few! What must
have been the character of resistance during the times of
which we speak? Evidently very crude. At the present
day there is muoch system ; a general interlinking of union
with union, no matter how wide apart, for a quite clearly
expressed common cause. Not 80 anciently, although we
have an inscription at Pompeii to prove that in B. C. 79
there existed an international union. Their grievances
were grester than now, because social equality was con-
temptously and most openly put down. The Jaw recog-
nized them as having no more claim to citizenship than
doge. Now, in Germany, France, almost everywhere, the
working people are voting,

Whoever, in reading the “ Ancient Assemblies,”® for s
moment imagines that those celebrated gatherings in-
cluded the slaves or freedmen, should read more carefully.
It is the freemen who are meant, not freedmen. The differ-
ence was simply infinite, even in enlightened Attica; for
freedmen were descendants of the ancient slaves. They
never were citizens, could not vote, could not hope, except
in cases of great genius like that of Phidias, to be decently

% 8chSmann, Hist. Adssemblies of the Athendans, p This book will clear
up any error readers may entertain who doubts whether the working class was
allowed a voice in legislation.
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spoken to; and even as such they were obliged to obtain.
some speocial decree from the Areopagus in order to detach
themselves from this scathing odium of rank. Being so
mean, so lowly, while the patricians, the grandees, the free-
men were descendants of the nobility in the direct lineage
of the gods, it followed that the gods also contemned them.
Consequently two-thirds of the e{ropulation of Greece were
without a soul. If they claimed to have souls they knew
that the only place for them was Tartarus or hell; certainly
not heaven; for that was the abode of the gods who spurned
them on account of their lowly birth. Better cultivate the
belief that they had no soulsat all! This to them, terrible
reflection, was arbbably the origin of the ancient philosophy
of annihilation.” The philosophy of extinction of the soul
must have consumed a share of the discussions of those an-
cient mechanics in their secret meetinFs. They built the
magnificent temﬁles which glowed with genial warmih of
the solemn and haughty religion, only for the heaven-born,
repelling with sullen frowns the earth-born designers and
finishers of their collonades, vaults and sculptured images.
No merely political institntion could possibly separate so
widely one class from another as did that arrogant religion
which not only instituted slavery of the laboring people but
denied them an immortal soul and the beatitudes of
heaven.® There is now no grievance of this kind in civil-
ized existence—although economical and social dissatis-
faction remains. The new religion is rapidly extinguishing
the dogma of distinctions in birth, as welr as the dogma
that «,ﬁ' earth-born have no immortal existence.”®
Narrowing the array of evidence into our legitimate field,
we find in Eleusis a target at which millions are peering
with a mingling of longing, of envy and of hate. They are

90 Consult Lucretius, De Rerum Natura; also Arnobius, who wrote the fa-
mous Adversus Genles. Arnobius was not fully convinced of Christianity ; and
at the same time his mind was evidently so enlarged by it that he could not
reconcile it with the older Pnﬁnnbeuer in the nether })ost-mortem abodes. He
was however, religiously inclined and was reluctantly drawn to Christianity
which obliterated all lines by declaring the equality of all mankind. Between
these awful doubts Arnobius seems never to have come to & belief in an immortal
existence. Pliny the celebrated naturalist was a believer in the doctrine of Lu-
cretiuns that there is no existence hereafter. Cf. Cuvier in Bibliog. Universelle.

91 Granier, Hist. Whole argument; Fustel de Coulanges,Cité Antique. Nointelli-
gent person can read these invaluable works without understanding our ing

92 Whatever science may or may not devolop regarding these debatable
theories is not the part of this disquisition to consider. We simply give the
facts at command, as to the difference between the grievainces discussed by
the organizations of then and now.
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the two-thirds of the population of the sountry—the labor-
ing ranks. There, upon a lovely range of rock and lawn
stands the old Pelasgian city of Eleusis, populous and thick-
studded with their own eranot and thtasoi, labor unions
whose members are the strong-muscled men of Greece. It
is the eve of autumn, the great quinquennal Boedromion
which from traditions brought mystic meanings picturing
the fierce amarons in flight before the oonqueringegiants of
Theseus. It is the last half of shimmering September
whose delicious zephyrs float the gossamers above the sea.

All the world knows that on the morrow thousands upon
thousands of people are to leave the Athenian metropolis
bebind them and commence their orusade to the Eleusinian
feast. They are the eligibles, the citizeus, the freemen.
Not a being from among the laboring and lowly class can
be permitted hardly to join the great procession. Fond of
privilege but barred its enjoyment they gather in their beat
rags, upon the scene and form in a standing multitude along
the line of march. No care has ever been bestowed upon
their education and they are in consequence, rough, per-
haps boisterons and insulting. As the processioh moves
along they pelt the crusaders with sticks and stones.® They
feel the deep disgrace of their exclusion and are aniniated
with unhappy 'ngs and hatred and revenge. Thej
turn their :zes toward the magpificent temple of Megaron,
built * by their own hands, of marble quarried from ths
rock near by.® It is pre-eminently the inost majestic work
of their handicraft, standing solemn and alone like a mpster+
ious winged creature, striking awe by its very presence
and as though a ﬁhostly apparation which had surged from
the dark pits of the sea.*® To the left loomed up a view of

98 When, as the fable goes, Ceres left king Celens and went to the old temple,
Iambe, her female slave, ridiculed her. Ever afterwards at the ayvppos or da,
of march at the crusades, the lower or excluded classecs met on the wayside wi
e Gonauit Bose, tnasiptiones Gracs Vetustssin, pp. 151190

98 Idem, p. 187, n'ote; “E duro quodam marmoris é)elx)x.ere (t{:l‘h prope Elea-
siniem invenitur.”) Likewise the description of the great templs, by Guhl
and Koner, IAfe of the Greeks and Romans, pp. 47-49.

9 “Prope olean erat puteus aqua saisa };&\wvu Epexfnis) quam sud fla-
tum noti surdo murmore fluctuam instar strepere, narrabant Atheniensea.
Ipse silicet Ncptunus hane voraginem aperuerat tridente‘ oujus adhu: vostig-
lum in saxo vivo expressum restabat. fonte salso noli dubitare. Nam et
alius in arce fons aque amars qui_etesiarum flatu —gtib ortum ranicple —
impleri, post idere <olebat, Clepsydra dictus.” Ister. Ap. Schol. Aris-

is, Av. 1693, p. 63. Though this superstition may have been based at

e acropolis, it {8 evident that the horrors of it came from old Eleusis: be-
sl Erehcthels was the pr estess in charge of the Eleusin an n tiations.
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the nobde proncoé whose fluted columns towered high, hold-
ing their graceful architraves, and culminating in those ex-
' g\:’):ita Corinthian capitals of the pilasters, celebrated

ughout the world for the beauty and richness of their
carvings. Their own Ictinus, guiding their own, or their
ancestors’ toil had built the huge, but forbidding telesterium
and conclave where those mysterious initiations and de-
grees were conferred; not upon them, but upon those born
worthy of the honor. Their own Xenocles was the master
mason who had led them through a labyrinth of toil which
Prodnced the lordly, throne-like anactoron were dewlt the
immortal Ceres. Theirown mastersculptor, Metagenes had
directed their skillfol hands through the mazes of sculpture
which produced those soft and charming friezes, and reared
the upper columns on which rest the vast entablatures with
their architraves and frettings, Led by such masters who
have come down to fame as the genius of classic architec-
ture, wage-earners had delved for more than a decade of

to fashion the homb of the .Mystagogoi, those fav-
ored priests who repuised them with bitterest scorn aod all
others who eould not bring proof that for three generations
at léast, they had never disgraced themselveés by the socisl
blight of labor. Thése were the thanks the ancient lowly
réveived for building those enduring and exquisite monu-
ments of art. ‘ :

No wonder then, that as the procession moved down from
the acropolis to the ses, the ontcasts, uncultured, unrefined,
enslaved, treated the haughty initiates with brickbats and
jeers. There were quariels about this grievance; but so
dark has the historian been upon the subject that we are
utrable to obtain further positive data than these we quote.
But what we do know sheds light upon the causes of a
great change which in course of time came into the world;
a change that planted the seed of revolution. It was a re-
ligio-political state based upon legalized pretentions, and
assumed absolute rights of less than one-third of the entire
population of the Indo-European world and the absolute non-
recognition and socisl, palitical and hierarchical ostracism
of the other two-thirds of the population on whose labor
they depended for their food, clo&.i.n , shelter and worship,

A word more may suffice to close this chapter. Our ob-
ject in saying 8o much has been to exhibit the double griev-
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ance suffered by the religious as well as the social and eco-
nomic tyranny of ancient society over the laborintﬁ people.
From the time labor organizations began, until the era of
the sophists, no one can tell the ages that elapsed. The so-
phists and philosophers began their work in Greece five
centuries before Christ. They were revolutionists so far as
they dared go. The general movement of Plato and Aris-
totle must though conflicting, certainly be regarded as one
of the most remarkable of the world. It worked enorm-
ously in the direction of preparing mankind for the revolu-
tion—the change from a condition of slavery of the useful
laboring masses to one of complete social, political and
spiritual recognition and equality. Plato was a slave
owner. He was so proud that he disdained to accept
money for his services as a teacher, preferring to accept
presents from the wealthy young students under his charge
—the reverse of what in our own times is considered pro-
per. Had Plato thus lived and acted just before our mod-
ern war of the rebellion he would have been called a slave-
driving hypoocrite by abolitionists at the North, and a cant-
ing moralist by the people at the South. He was of neither
g;;‘ty. Even the workingmen of his own times hated him,
at he did was probably equilibrated both between sym-
psthy and diplomacy, largely tempered by sympathy and
conscience and on the whole, working all the radical good
which the times would permit. The world is better for
this celebrated advocate of slavery having lived ; for on the
whole, thongh he could not see any way possible of ex-
gunging this horrid social ulcer of slavery from his republic,
is sympathy ¥ot the better of acquisitiveness and like all
the teachers of that era, he melted the brutal spirit which -
in Sparta instigated such inhuman oruelties toward the la-
boriug class. All over Attica they were treated with com-
}mrative tenderness and consideration and though they suf-
ered the grievances we have described, yet they shared the
age of philosophy and art as an age peculiarly their own
in organization and plenty, It was their Golden age of
equality. We do not mean exact equality or similarity in
the physical and intellectual sense ; for nothing could be more
absurd. 'We mecan by it the extinction of those aristocratio
lines which pride, egoism and greed had so long held as a
basis of religion and of state.




CHAPTER V.

STRIKESAND UPRISINGS.

GRIEVANCES CONTINUED. PLANS OF ESCAPE.

Firsr Known and First Tried Plan of Salvation was that of Retal-
iation—The Slaves test the Ordeal of Armed Force—Irasci-
bility of the Working Classes at length arrayed against their
Masters—Typical Strikes of the ancient Workingmen—Their
Inhuman Treatment—Famous Strike at the Silver Diggings
of Laurium—20,000 Artisans and Laborers quit Work in a
Body and go over to the Foes of their own Countrymen—
The Great Peloponnesian War Decided for the Spartans,
against the Athenians by this Fatal Strike.

I~ ancient Greece, Sicily and Rome there occurred great
and disastrous strikes. The character of the elements caus-
ing these disturbances varied greatly from that of the mod-
ern strikers. Quite the reverse of our modern, the ancient
strikers were either slaves or freedmen descended from
such, and in & condition of extreme lowliness but often so
intelligent that notwithstanding the odds against them they
sometimes out-generaled their masters and obtained for a
long period of time, even years, against wealth, priesthood
and military force. The reasons for this we have already
explained but may appropriately repeat. The slaves and
freedmen were mostly men of their masters’ own blood.
They were of the same race, color and natural intelligence,
They used the same languages, were accustomed to the
same roads and fields, knew the cliffs, grottoes, forests and
jungles; and there being ne firearms or other instruments
of destruction which in our modern warfare throw the bal.
ance of power into the hands of the most disciplined rather
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than the most numerous, they sometimes trinmphed for a
time by dint of numbers.

Dunng the Peloponnesian war a great strike of the work-
?eople occurred in and about the silver mines of Laur-
jum,' B. C. 413. It may be well here to enumerate some
of the grievances inciting them to this desperate resolve
which they knew perfectly well beforehand, would, unless
they succeeded, terminate in their death by torvures of the
most inhuman artifices the maddened cruelty of greedy
money-getters could invent. Nearly all the slaves and other
working people, laborers and artificers engaged in this enor-
mous strike, were intelligent people. Some were persons
who were slaves by the misfortune of birth ;* others were
prisoners of war reduced by violence to slavery Still
others were slaves as merchandise brought to the mines by
the vicissitudes of traffic; and lastly and worst, there were
Iarge numbers who were convicts, condemned to work in
the mmes under the lash of brutal hireling overseers of con-
tractors® who worked these mines on leases from the gov-
ernment to which they paid one twentieth of the praceeds.
It was esreat grievance to the intelligent warkingmen to

by the knowledge that he was a social monstros-
lty Men now recoil at the sight of a slave because he is
the rare relic of an institution which human wisdom and
sympathy have outstripped, outlived, outgrown in the glori-
el e 2 e B T e e )
’U“‘ 1 kal yiAuwas, ofis ver ds Thy !um\urfz HaASLY.. 0f 8‘ ‘Adyr-
«toe, NS vmpov Hrov,. Cumvm avrovs r‘Mv v §Adov és Opgxny ¢:or£p.:ur
w8 ydp ixew wpds ﬁv ix Tis AwxeArids #éAeuor abrovs woAvraAds dpel
52::‘&” ?:1-" Tids 3: [ M::z Todry ﬂl"t;‘g(‘l::,p A:::y 'bm"'z:;"i?s'
g xere wov due ax ¢ 's,iup-nw Ao.
Q dv Taly rpqrmc XPrpéTOv T JM ai ‘,

ync‘rc- wpdrepov pdv yap Ppe; Lm yyrépen umu Sr ov X m

‘yqq eworavery oivt ulw\uov voTe 8¢ jwq-w syum&wwn‘l xpi nrri pev xas
wAtévay éxmidvrav, 818 8 é¢ lvaqutnn ions  @povpds xnra&eovnn TETHY XOpPY
£el Apoveias woiey , Bagiiées OV TRV A *Aysdos, d9
s i oy bt ’Ia’#:'ﬁ-’i”.‘i‘&f‘; ?&?"Jmf.ﬁ""i";\.;:.".f.’: o
lx:vp:-: tb.:::l) ”pﬁ aporixva, wpdfiard T¢ wirra ‘p. bt rxo{m o

épas é§ ch yruy Ty inwder xpés Te Ty Aexéretav xwm&pop.ae wo«.ovpem
w’ﬁ Ty xdpad yvkuo“mv. ol pév dwexwAoirro év vy dwoxpéry T¢ Kam

u,. 0.

Q’“‘(’;&f dfc‘ :L.nmomm Classes Quorires, chay. 1.
Q m “ [
W

« Plutarch. Nwias and Crassus :

s Dromann, Arbeifer M(Jammmum Gﬁedmlanduﬂm 8. 24;
Public_Eo of the Atheni P, ms for inst.lnoesotm en own-

7réat numbers of lllvu : Seealso Bookh's Lauriscke S berbergwerke in At-

assim,




NO SUNDAY FOR WORRKINGMEN, 188

oud race of enlightenment. Even at that ear'y age the
slave’s servitude was the source of his own intelligent dis-
gust; for covered as he was with the indelible brands and
scars of systematic mutilation, and decrepit in prematnre
age through blows and strains of violence and overwork, his
mind remained unimpaired, often edged to consciousness of
its own incompatibility with this state of degradation. The
g%or creatures were never allowed to eat white bread.

ere were no Sundays for them, Of the 865 days they
were forced to delve 360. Sometimes the government
owned tiiem and subbed them with the mines themselves to
the contractors, following the plan of Xenophon,’ who some-
times thus worked great numbers at a time. Often, how-
ever, the rich contractor himself owned laboring men with
whom ta operate the mines. Thus Nicias owned 8 thou-
sandslaves,’ Mnason also owned a thousand.® The ancients
g@ppear to have had a species of passion for seeing acts of
brutality and cruelty.

. Wakes are of great antiquity. Originally they were pub-
lic fights on the occasion of the death of an important mem-
Bér of a gens family, in which the combatants were his
dlaves so unfortunate as to have survived him.  All the fam-

Y, its slaves and their children, perhaps also the commanity

4t allied by blood, were summond to see what in our re-
filed age would not only be repellent cruelties, but intol-
erable ones—a fight to the death, of slives of the deceased,
with ds. gers and clubs.® The first combat on record of
this kiﬁf oceurred in B. C. 264, arranged by the brothers
]irq?us.’f But authors agree that the pr.ctice comes from
wuch moré remote antiquity; and mention of it is made

beére to prepare the réader to understand some of the causes

s Granier, de Caas.. Iist. Ouvridres, p. 98,who gives references.

'?ﬁeher Aufatdnde der unfreien Arbeiler, S.96; Xenoph. Imom?. 111. 6, 18,
Tor 860 days ih the year those Bgor working people male and female, had
® drudge. Xenophon, 4, 16; B3 kh, Si werke, 8, 125,

7Xenophon, De Vectigal. oa%iv. )

s Bicher, Aufstdnde, eto. 8. ¥6; Drumann Arbeiler und Communisten, §§.

. 9Bdckh, Public . of the Athenians, p. 263, The celebrated plan of
Xenophon for replenuhfn&ozh%{Ath‘e‘nlm tressl:xry (De Vectigal. cap, iv.) was
ﬂh’n the state.put 60, of its own slaves on the :tate silver mines o

ur,um, to be ieased to ocontra-tors, He even (ves figures on the presum
able income from this plan of relef to the state.
1o Friealdnder, Darstellungen aus der S {chte Roms, 11, 216,
1 Guhl and Koner, Zifs of the Greeks and Romans. We yive references to
modern authors go that readers not conversant with the orizinal languages
may get them and satisfy themselves.
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\

lurking at the bottom of the evil of ancient strikes and up-
risings. Gibbon relates the horrible story of the Syracusian,
L. Domitius.* One of the poor, innocent slaves during his
preetorship, one day while assisting in the chase, killed a
wild boar of enormous size and very dangerous. The dar-
ing deed got noised about until it reached the ear of Dom-
itius who ordered the slave to be brought to him as he de-
sired to see 8o brave a man. The poor creature appeared
before this fellow, humbly expecting a trifle of praise so sel-
dom the lot of the Syracusian slave. To his horror, how-
ever, this monster’s first question was, what kind of weapon
or meaus were employed by him in performing the deed.
The answer was a javelin. ‘‘Are you not aware that the jave-
lin is a weapon for gentlemen ; and that for so mean a crea-
ture as a slave to use the weapons of men,is death?” Turn-
ing to his soldiers he said, “ take this slave away and crucify
him.” The trembling wretch was actually crucified upon
the spot. The heart sickens at the coniemplation of our
descent from such a type of monsters!

Biicher notes™ that single contractors often worked 300
to 600 slaves in the silver mines of Lanrium and that con-
victs who were government property were sometimes sold
to the contractors who exploited their labor in their own
pame.* Sometimes intelligent men in those days were half
slaves and balf free, being enfeoffed by livery of seizin, no
doubt, if unambitious of freedom, enjoying thereby some
advantages over those entirely out in the competitive world.
Such men were paid a per diem, varying from 3 to 7 oboli,
or from 10 to 19 cents for their labor.”

Callias the friend of Cimon, B. C. 460, became wealthy,
managing mines. All or nearly all the mines were, with
the ancients, the property of the state. The state contracted
the working of tze mines to enterprising business men who
often hired slaves to do the work. These contractors were
often men of noble blood. The sense of the social structure
being against conducting or managing one’s own business,
s B bempeaie . 5. Sie (oot this Mardvcarictiem of

the ancients, referring to Plato who, for his lect state. wanted omnly
exenpt from slavery.
i3 & ..

de., >. 98.

“MMII&WW‘.M“’M

Adhademic der Wiessenchafiem, 1814-15.
» Jk Public Econ. ¢f Afhenians, p. 164.
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Only the slaves and other workmen, those who sctnnll{ per-
formed the work, were doomed to suffer the odium of labor.
Any business man who could get a bond, could take from
the state a portion or the whole of a mine; and sometimes
even the slaves themselves were to be had of the state. In
this case, the complete outfit was contracted for by the in-
-dividual, who had no further care than to manipulate pro-
ducts and gains, Callias and Cimon had either contracts
for or ownership in the mines of silver at Laurium, located
to the southeastward of Athens about 30 miles,'* Their
names appear also, but vaguely in connection with the
Pangzus mines in Thrace. Itis known that Thucidydes
the celebrated historian owned mining property in Mace-
donia. He was a rich slave owner ang optimate. One
Sosias a Thracian contractor hired from Nicias a thousand
slaves, at an obolus per day each.” Hyponicus rented or
hired as many as 600 slaves to these contractors and re-
ceived, a8 Xenophon tells us, a mina daily for their labor.
Philemonides for 300 slaves got half a mina.”

Public servants were not always free. 'Wages in the time
of Perioles stood about as follows:* for a common laborer
who carried dirt, 3 0boli,” or 104 cents per day. A gar-
dener got 14 cents; a sawyer of wood, one drachm, or 19
cents; a carpenter received sometimes as high as 174 cents
while millers in the grain mills received 15 to 18 cents.
Secribes or copyists no more. The architect of the temple
of Minerva got no more than the stone sawyer and others
only as much as the common laborer, His name was Polias.
Beeckh says he received one drachm or exactly 174 cents.
The hypogrammateus or secretary to the superintendent of
public buildings got only 5 0bolz or about 15 cents.

The fares for traveling conveyances were also very low.
In fact, the clerks and public officials of every kind were
fovernment. subjects who received low salaries and worked

ong hours, Their life was a constant drudgery. The su-
Ermtendent.s themselves were officers of family or blood.
ey were citizens; but the dignity of their position re- .
strained them from receiving any recompense.

p.cl:::lrolnnmaf Cimon. l”c“mﬂ'.!ornelhu Neptgl'ih r ; ;' ‘non tam generosus quam
0! as ex me ‘ecerat.

n xon:)’;ﬂmn'?ﬂm. §. 4, 14; Plutarch, Nicias, 4.

"Xenogzon. Id. 1, 0, § 15, 19BOokh, Pub. Econ. Athen. p, 164,

90 An obolus was 8¢ ots, a drachma 19,



138 STRIKE AT THE SILVER MINES.

Thus in Greece, Rome and everywhére throughout an-
tiquity, such were the oppressive conditions that the intelli-
gent among the working classes, goaded by their sufferings,
were on the alert, sometimes for revenge, sometimes for
objects of amelioration, but oftener from sheer, reckless.
despair, and ready to strike out in bloody rebellion against’
their master,

With this statement on general canses of strikes we pro-
ceed with the story of the greatest of all, belonging purely
to this category of human resistance, to be found either in
ancient or modern times.® It may be plausibly conjectured
that this great strike in turning the tables against the Athe-
nians and thus deciding the celebrated Peloponnesian war
against them and the little democracy that had grown up
in the Athenian eivilization and refinement, went far toward
suppressing the true progress of the human race.® .

he silver mines of Laurium, 30 miles south from the
oity of Athens, were among the résources of Athenian wealth.
They belonged to the goverament. The methods of ob-
tainihg the precious metal was By arduous labor, withgut
much of the modern machinery. Diodorus describing thé’
Egyptian minés between Captos and' Cosseir, picturés the
sufferings of the poor convicts and barbarians workihg’
there; * and Biicher says that was dlso the case with those
working the Lauridn mines.* According to this, tien dhic
women in great numbers who had ¢ommitted some crime
a,ainst the state or otherwise, were d:a%gﬁd ifto the subter-
ranean cavern, stripped entirely of their clothing, thej
bodies painted, theit légs loaded with chains and in thi

frightful condition, set at work dri“iri%l the rock; breaki 5

it in pieces and catrying it to the mouth of the shift,

side the mine wére smitheries, machine shops for miikin
bl.

gtamping mills, water tankd and courses for washing the
metal, wagon shops for making and repairitig vebicles of

conveyance and other convenfences necéssary for so 5!6?
an industry, employing great numbers of slaves ahd fréed-
men for carrying on theé works,

1 The greater uprisings are known, not as strikes but as servile wars; al-
ﬂlol}fh we sometimes confound them with strike«, Ch
Drumann, Arbeiter und C i in Griechenland und Rom, S, 64,
8Diodorus Bibliothecq Higtorica, V. 88, ’
4 Biicher, Ayfstande der unfieten Ard. S. 96. . .
% Compare Plutarch, Nicias and Crassus Comp. Inil. Plutarch here avers
that the workmen un :er Nicias were often ma efactors and convicts,
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, :These mines of Laurium were in operation when the Pe-
loponnesian war broke out, B. C. 432, between the Spartans
and Athenians, which lasted 27 years. Thucidydes speaks.
as though the offer held out to the workmen employed as.
glaves by the Athenians, of 18 cents per day uniformly, was
a very tempting one.”® They were poor dependents, some.
slaves, some freedmen, some convicts, subjected to abuse,.
thrown pel-mel together, driven to hard work, poorly fed,
those within the mihes, naked and suffering, and utterly
destitute of that feeling known to us as patriotism, although
wany of them were Athenians.” During this obstinate
struggle the Lacedemonian forces, B. C. 418, approached
a8 nearta Athens as Decelea, a garrisoned frontier town
in Beetia held by them, where they established themselves
aver. againet the Athenian lines, The distance between
Decelea on the borders of Boetia and Athens is only about.
20 milds. The Athenian ergdsteria or workshops were
manoed in part by slaves.* , whether in the shops and
atsenals at Athens, or in the silver mines of Laurium, both
of which, during war time, were indispensable for sapply-
ing maney and arms, the sinews of production were not
guickeued by that pee:l.i:;z inspiriting urgent known to us
as patriotism. Labor alike home, fatherland and em-
ployer. When war broke out the laborer, instead of tarn-
ing hia power and genius to swift production’of engines for
hufling missiles of destruction among the invaders of hie
dountry;, sought in the vortex of fierce disturbance, some
fisstive of retreat from the monsttous crnelties of bondage.

. Thus iri this pivotal contest hetween the Spartans and
Athienians, compared with the Spartdns’ treatment of the

s or Lacedeemonian slaves, the Athenians with all the
harrors that have been pictared, were mild, we find the
ievanoe intensified beyond endurance. Compared with
g:a.rtan suavity, philosophy and moral advancement, the
Athenians were as civilization $o barbsrism; for Sparta had
never questioned the olaims of Pagan aristocracy and Ly-
car, qbad built upon it in all its austere presumptiveness a
ring or comimunity of about one-third the population and
damned the remaining two-thirds to a stage of slavery

3 Thucydides. De Bello FPrloponnesiaco, VII. 37, already quoted. 107,
nﬁa’. Aufstande d. unfreien Ard. S. 21. 7 P
38 Dfumann; Ard. u. C sten in Griechenland u. Rom, 8. 64; ‘‘Auch
in den Fi.briken, epyacrepia, sah man nur Sclaven,”
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very little better than that of naked convicts deseribed b
Diodorus in the gold mines of Egypt.® Yet notwithstand-
ing the brutal example the poor slaves had just witnessed,
of Spartan treachery, in assassinating 2, brave helots
a few years before,” some knowledge of which they must
«certainly have possessed *! we find the poor Athenian work-
men readily accepting an offer by the Spartans and joining
them in great numbers against their own fatherland.

Undoubtedly this was a very dangerous exploit of the
strikers and could not have snoceedeg without some organ-
ization. But we are left in the dark regarding most of the
details, No doubt the near approach of the Lacedsemonian
forces and the demoralization of the Athenians as well as
their ingratitude, together with the arrogance of Cimon
and the revenges of Alcibiades, might have had much to
do with it,

This great strike must have been plotted by the men
themselves. We are, through the two or three brief refer-
ences to it, given us by the historians,” left to infer that it
must have been well concerted, violent and swift, The in-
ference is unequivocal that in 413, B. C. 20,000 miners, me-
chanics, teamnsters and laborers suddenly struck work; and
at a moment of Athens’ greatest peril, fought themselves
loose from their masters and their chains, These 20,000
workmen made a desperate bolt for the Spartan garrison
newly established at Decelea onthe borders of Beetia. The
strike must have been the more desperate on account of
the offers held out to them by the enemy. One of the offers
was that they should be provided with work which they
should perform on their own reckoning; but that they
‘should pay only a part of it to their masters or employers.
At this lay, by industry and patience they could not only
7+ could lay by a certain sum with which to

. Hist. 111, 11, V. 88

V.80, massacre of (he Helots, B. . 424, ut sup, p, 106, aq
itimate undercurient oi ¢ ephony uuring the great up-
ristonicus, Athenion and Spartacus; and the same was

anti-slavery rebellion in the United States, with same

ite information.

De Bello Pel. VI, 91, VIIIL 4, VIL. 27; Xenophon, Ds
rumann, Ard. u. Comm. S, 64; Biicher, 4 “n-
1: *Im Jahre vor Chr. 418 schlugen sich 20,000 Athen-
r 21 den Lakedaimoniern, ein schwerer Schlag fir den
1.” Bockh, Laurische Silberbergwerke, S.90-1, also men-
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bay themselves free. Unaccustomed to plenty and sud-
denly thus provided with enough to eat and drink, they
naturall{)gave themselves up to indulgence tosome extent
for Dr. Drumann tells us that many of the slaves lived bet-
ter than the freedmen themselves, though we have no ac-
count of their dissipating.® The statement of Dr, Biicher,
that this strike of the workmen of Athens was a heavy blow
to the mining operations of the Laurian silver diggings, con-
firms the importance of this immense uprising in Attica.
The sudden loss of 20,000 workmen, inared to the hard-
ships of mining life, and drilled to the mechanical nice-
ties of the assays for the money supply, of the wagon
works, and of the armories at Athens where most of the
sabers, slings, daggers, javelins, campaign wagons and

other wmpedimenta of war were constructed, 1s known.

to have been a serious set-back to the progress of the Pe-
loponnesian conflict: But while it disheartened the Athen-
ians it proportionately encouraged and delighted the Lace-
deemonians ; and as the latter were not of the party of pro-
gress but engaged in invidious activity against the Athen-
1ans, at that time the most democratic and advanced peo-
ple in the world, it acted directly against the evolution of
mankind. No one pretends to deny that the Spartans,
boasting of the hegemony of their youth and their vonse-
quent warlike prowess, were mad with jealousy against the
wondrous work of Athenian philosophy, letters, fine art and
polish ;—the very adornments, theoretical and mechanical,

# Drumann, Arbeiter und C¢ isten in Griechenland und Rom, 8. 64. “Der
grosste Theil der 20,000, welche im peloponnesischen Kriege in Attica zu der
spartanischen Besatzung in Decelia entliefen, kam aus Fabriken. Mitunter
wurde $hnen gestattet, fiir eigene Rechnung zu arbeiten, und ein Gewisses theil an
ihre Herren abzugeben ; 8o konnten fleissige und sp eine8 erlibrigen
und sich loskaufen; manche machten mehr Aufwand als die Freien.”” Blcher
says, 8. 21: “ Wo viele S8klaven derselben Nationalitit in einer S8tadt ztsammen
lebten, sagt Platon, (legg. VI. p. 777), geschiihe grosses Unheil, was doch nur auf
ai:liche Aufstinde mit all ihren Grdueln dzu deutendi]s)t." fSo l}s&‘ e?t Rou&e

feeling was against the poorest class and aggravated by a fear o r muti-
nies. Cato the elder was a hard-hearted slave-driver as Livy, (XXXIX. 40),
coolly hints, without seeming to imagine that brutal treatment of a menial
was inhamanity. Macrobius, (Saturnaliorum Lib$, I, xi. 2, 25-30,) says that in
Rome 80 great was the cruelty of citizens to the laboring class that God himself
protested: “Audi igitnr quanta indignatio de serul supplicio caelum pene-
traverit. anno enim Romam conditam quadringentesimo ptuagesi
quarto Autranius quidam Maximus serunum suum ueberatum patibuloque con-

trict ante spetaculi commissi per circum egit: ob quam causam indig-
natus Inppiter Annio cuid per quiet: imp it ut tui nuntiaret non
sibi placuisse plenum crudelitatis admissum.” Thus cruelty with other griev-
ances caused them to revolt. Of course, those who were already free were stifl
more fortunate. It is curious that the law was such that the slaves remained
alaves even after winning the strike.

4
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which have in course of subsequent ages succeeded in rid-
ding the world of slavery. Yet we find in this great strike
20, workingmen revolting and turning their muscle

against their own comparatively dprogressive institutions, °

thus doing all in their power to aid the Spartans in subdu-
ing this growing Athenian intelligence. Of course we ean-
not blame them for resistance; for it raised them, although
it doomed their cause. The brilliant Athenians were, after
a struggle of 27 years, defeated and the Spartans succeeded
in re-establishing the old, jealous, conservative paganism—
that deadliest enemy of freedom, the nursery of slavery, the
home of priestcraft and of aristocracy, ever inculcating
belief in divine right of few against many.

Not far from Decilea on the Athenian seacosast, about five
miles to the southeastward of the Laurian silver mines, was
the little mining city of Sunion. There was an old castle
at this 'Elace, which, like that in the forest of Sicily,* was
under the sgis of a powerful divinity who recognized the
workingman and protected him, whatever his deeds or his
guilt, so long as he could hold himself within its walls.

It was about the close of the first Labor war of Eunus of
Bicily that another enormous and horribly bloody strike oc-
-curred in the mines of Laurium.® The men undertook and
carried out the same plan as that of Decelia, and struck work
to the number of more than a thousand.® It must have
been 8 memorable and shockingly sanguinary event. Sun-
ion was the stronghold of the silver mines.™ By the ap-
pearance of things as presented to us in the meagre details
given, no improvement for the comfort of the miners had
ever been introduced since the great strike of Decelea. The
ggor creatures were still suffering under the lash, delving

0 out of the 365 days in the year, naked, men and womenin-
discriminately tugging under the clubs of heartless foremen
and directors, the same as ages before, That these poor

¥ See Second Sicilian Labor War, chap. x1. where it is related that the strikera
‘were actually shielded by the god of the castle, andnoone dared to disturb them
untii they had organized that mighty rebellion.

% A full account of thig strike-war occurs in chap. x. pp. 201-241 q. v.

3 Augustin de esv. d. 11, 26, tells us also of a great uprising of the miners
fn Macedonia.

3 Bickh, Laurische Sil k, 8, 90. .

38 Athenxus, Deipnosophiste, VL p. 271: quoting E. Poseidonius, the contin-
Bator of the Histories of Polybius says:  Kai ai woAAai 81 abras 'Arrixal wvptides
Tor owerdy Sedepévar eipyidorro T pérarda. Ioocediriod yoiv o ¢tréoodos xai

7ooTdrTas $poiv abrods xatadoreigar uiv Tovs éxi TEY peTdAAwy $pUAaxas, Kareda~
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people, many of whom were freedmen had their Iabor or-
ganizations 18 proved beyond a shadow of doubt. Béckh
gomments npon the passage of Demosthenes against Pan-
tatus,” showing a quarrel of the contractors in the mines
with the trade unions. These quarrels were frequent oceur-
Tences in those days. It might have been some similar trouble
that cauged the pprisings we are describing, although it oo-
curred in later times.

More than a thousand of the miners one day simultane-
qnely struck work and proceeded in & body to the protect-
ing castle of Sunion where they claimed and secured pro-
‘tection from the divine guardian that watched over this holy
institutiqn.*

Should any one complain of us for dragging religion into
<opr history of the ancieat lowly, their folly will here be
'seen. It ig another of the numerous instances showing that
labor, politics and religion were all institutions of govern-

Beo ™y im i AxpdmoAly { moAbw xpévor wopdijoas ThY "Arruchy.
gf &av & ka:{ux ¢ xu 2 !u«).iq:ﬁmpc T8y SovAwy drbordas éyévero. See

See Demosth, Agt. Pant. 966-7. The eranoi mentioned were the veritable
itrade unions, correoponding with the Romm eollegh. the French, jnrln and ﬂ:o

W trsde %ixm e thiasoi, as re that b
tthe eranoi had in chuge the ent:;rgmmanu J and solemnities. ‘We ]nvo

Cha Mmmmﬁ‘ d 219, No. 88 ‘: im rhnt
3, p. 121 an snscription No. 88), mentions an
tion nh{')amg mft ohe Xanthos & Lycian slave belonging
ins, Orbips, s yample at the mines and oconsecrated it to the
moon g This moon in return for the favor protected the slaves. The
-alab bears evlnlenoo from which we quote the first six lines as follows;
Hdvos Avkeos Talov Op\?uw tdtz&pa- 70 iep dvrov Muwds
ngmw, #ipericarzos 1oV Seol, éx dyadi) Tixp xaiunbiva
xdOapTov wpoodyew, xabapiliore 3 and mx‘pzw xaixoipdwy
xai yvvaicds, Aovoaudvovs 8¢ karaxégada qumnpbv eiowopev-
wOau., xai ix nw v e S @ éwra ) 0 o ov:uuvqnar:-
xépada eiomopevecdas avlyuepdy, xai ax vexpou Sia Nuepwvienas
The remarks of Foucart in the tex? p. 121are: “ Celui ,; vers le deuxidme
‘sidcle ‘apros ﬁotre dre, introduisit dans T Aftique le culte de Gn était un esclave
lycien, emxloy par un propriétaire romain aux travaux des mines. C’6tait 1e
dieun lui-méme qui dans une apparition ou dans un songe, 1’avait invité 4 éle-
ver le t 1 r a-t-il pris soin de répéter, dans les deux in-
acri tions, u’il enscutut le désir de Mén: c’était mettre &insi sous sa protection
glemen qu’il édictait: Moi, Xanthos, Lycien, appartenant a4 ClIul Orbius,
j ni consacré le temgle de M8n Tyrannos, pour me conformer & la volonté da
dieu.” We would li] e to ask how a poorslave working in the mines could found,
-erect and le 80 solid that its ruins and inscriptions re-
main as testimony to thls dny? “Foucart in his desire to prove that all those in-
‘acriptions were gmrely religious and nothing more, forgets that a slave so lowly
could do no such thing. He was simply managing officer of a great trade union
80 D:emocml tic that social distinctions were unkuown to it. This eranos erected
the teraple
+0 Bchambach, Der Iialische Selavenaufiand, 8.5: * Um 620 a. u.-184 v. Chr,
-empdrten sich die in den Laurischen 8ilberberken arbeitenden S8klaven, tddteten
’rl:r Wiichter, nahmen das Kastell von Sunion ein und verwtisteten Attika lange
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ment. Let the reader imagine a thousand workingmen
safely protected from the most deadly enemies, by a god!
But not only for a day or two were they thusscreened from
the wrath of armed soldiers who had orders to spear every
one of the strikers the instant he was seen outside the
sdcred pale, but for months this continued and there were
battles fought and frequent and successful sallies made by
the workingmen all under the protecting arm of the god.

The strikers killed their overseers, rushed into the town,
took possession, got the temple to sleep in, organized them-
selves for combat, took the arms from the armories, and
for a long time laid waste the country on every side, re-
maining masters of the stronghold within. The mayor of
the city, one Heraklitos,” after their rage was probably spent,
succeeded in defeating them when in all probability the
usual bratalities of wholesale crucifixion were enacted and
nearly every one put to death. This is the more certain
becanse at this time, B, C. 133, the Romans were not only
masters of all Greece, but their contractors were operating
the silver mines at Laurium, for which kind of employment
they had a peculiar fondness.

Another strike and bloody stampede of a similar kind
took place at the gold mines of Pangstus in Macedonis,
which was of sufficient magnitude to get into the history
of Augustin, and Schambach mentions it as another import-
ant occurrence.*

41 Orosius, V. 9: “In metallis quoquo Atheniensium idem tumultus servilis
ab Heraclito preotore discussus est.”

42 Schambach, Der Italische Sklavenaufstand, 8. 8: * Auch die griechsche Welt
wurde in &hnlicher weise, wenn auch in gering Ausdeh g, heimgesucht.
Nach Augustin de civ. ITI, 26 verwiisteten kurs vor dem Ausbruche des ersten
nic‘iil;scla:xlxusklwenmegu empirte Sklavenbanden Macedonian tnd die anstoss-
enden ete.
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Enormous Strike in the Land of Labor Orgl?nizationl—One
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borers, Mechanics and Agriculturers Driven to Despair—
The great Uprising in Apulia—Fierce Fighting to the Dag-
gl’u Hilt—The Overthrow, the Dungeon and the Croes.—

oof Dug from Fragments of Lost History.

SrriEgs and labor mutinies are kmown to have occurred at
Rome. There was one of a desperate nature in the year
417, B. C,, while Lapatus, P. Lucretius and Spurius Rutilus
were tribunes under the consuls Vibulanus and Capitolinus.!
This was during the Peloponnerian war and the fact that it
oeeurred about the same time with the great strike of the
20,000 miners and artisans at Athens, shows that the asser-
tien made by the investigation of the T/nited States Bureau

1Livy, Annales, 1ib. IV. 45

s Authors differ's little as to dates, The difference is agreed to within
three years: i. e. B.C. 418 for the Athenian snd 417 for the Roman strike.



146 EARLY MUTINEERS OF ITALY.

of Labor, that panics and depressions are simultaneous and
somewhat epidemic in character, is true.® This remarka-
ble phenomenon will repeatedly exhibit itself as we proceed.
Livy states that in thesame year the city of Cums in Cam-
pauia, long inhabited by the Greeks, but located only a
short distance to the southward of Rome, had been taken.*
Undoubtedly some of the conspirators whose story we are
about to recount, were Greeks. Syracuse, a Greek-speaking
city, being brought into contact at the same time by the
novel adventures of Nicias and Cimou, must have afforded
the slaves an opportanity of hearing the news of the great
strike pending at Decelea. On the whole, judging from
the established faot that strikes and uprisingsamong work-
ingmen are nearly slwa{s contagious, it may safely be set
down as probable that these historical events were simul-
taneous. At any rate, the warning words of Macrobius,
that “ the more slaves the more enemies”* would have been
applicable to both Greeks and Romans; for though deliv-
ered subseguently, they were always true.
Enthused by some subtile agency, whether of emissaries
* from secret societies, or stragghn(g travelers or pirates bring-'
ing exaggerated accounts from Greece, or whether goaded
to the act by their own misery neither of which will ever be
explained, we know that in the night,in the year 417, ao-
cording to our own reckoning, or 419 according to Biicher,*
the slaves in a conjuration they had previously concocted,
arose and attempted to fire the city of gtome. heir hatred
was not only against their bonds per se, but also extremely
intense against the aristocracy who, ever gince the time of
their beloved king Servins Tullius, B. C. 578-534, had op-
“pressed them through both fear and jealousy. Tullius was
the 6th Roman king; and of all others since the great
Numa the most friendly to the poor and lowly. His sym-
athy was the stronger for his having once been a slave
gimself. He restored the arrangement of Numa that had
regulated their trades and economio relations. He upheld
the old trade organization. As to the slaves, it is probable

sConsult First Annwal Report of the United Siates Bureaw of Labor, 1888,
pp. 15 and 290 refering to panics and depre sions.

4Liv. 1ib, IV. cap 44, hn, Cumse w.s also the birthplaoce of Blosius the
rich labor agitator, q. V. chapter on Aristonicus.

5 Macroblus, Saturnaliorum Lidri, 1. 11,

6 Blicher, Awfstdnde der unfreien Arbeiter, S. 84.
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that he also greatly assisted them. All who could count
upon enough freedom, he organized. He added to the
first class of Numa’s system two centuries.” This was rec-
ognizing in them some power of defence and ar element of
dignity. When this good man died, the nobility, mad with
jealoury, overturned some of the laws and regulations he

established. Even during his life, such was their hatred
that they plotted an indiscriminate slaughter in which
many poor working people fell victims. Before he died,
he caused to be e .graved or otherwise chronicled, a consti-
tution which greatly favored the slave population and the
freedmen ; but it was swept out of existence by those who
succeeded him.

To clearly exhibit the state of human credulity in ancient
times as well as to trace the origin of the proletarian the-
ory of Saviors and the prevalent beliefs in immaculate con-
ceptions, it may here be stated that Servius Tullius was
imagined a descendant of a slave on his mother’s side and
of a god on hisfather’s. This may really and consistently
with the Pagan faith have been perfectly true; because ac-
cording to that religion any paterfamilias, or head of a
noble gens family was a god and there was a law giving
him privilege to have children by his female slaves.® All
strikes and uprisings had been easily subdued under Ser-
vius Tullius. The massacre of the slaves alluded to was
not in the least, so far as we have information, instigated
by him, but by the jealous nobility who could not bear to
see a favor shown the poor whom they despised. After
King Tarquin acceded to the throne and the good work of
Tullius was destroyed, they seem to have revived their old
uneaginess; and no doubt many uprisings actually took
place which have never been mentioned in history. Thus,
143 years elapsed before the occurrence of the scene we
have introduced. The intelligence regarding this horror
is exoceedingly meagre. Livy simply relates that the hap-

iness of the Roman people was this year disturbed, not
gy a defeat of the army this time, but by “a great dan-

1 Orelli, Inseriplionum Latinarum Collectio, nos. 1803, 2448, 4105; Livy,
1. 48; Drumann, S. 154; Plutarch, Numa, 17,

s Granier, Hist, des Classes Ouvridres, p. 70, But the best proof of this
is Dionysius of Halicarnassus, 1ib 1., Consult also Bom , De Car-
eere ct antiquo ¢us Usw, quoting the law: ‘‘Romulus permirsit maratis jus
vitse ac necessitudinis in uxores suas indulgere.”
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ger He characterizes it indeed, upmdxgaous. Thus-
&am the particulars are not: given the probabilities:
are, that it was a memorable. affpiz.

A certain number of slaves of Rome formed & conspir~
agy. to secretly set fire to the city in the nightt The plan
was to fire the houses in many places at once. Then,
when the buildings were ablaze, they expected & stempede
of the people as sometimes occurs at a burning: theatre ox
church, on which occasion there. settles a horror and a,
craze, the })aople 1osmg their wits and thus felliug an easy
Frey toa well organized ruffians who, with a stern

eader are able so shxewdly to command and manage ag
to demolish, plunder and make off with much that the.
es leave uncongumed. This was the intention, of the
man slave conspiracy. They made their plans to throw
the city into a vast confusion and at a point when flames,
and, fright combined to perfect the moral chaog, to seize.
the arms from the armories and whatever else. wes avail-.
able, put the citizens to the sword, set their fellow, slaves,
free, and havi completed the work of devastation, take,
possession of sroperty, ocoupy the citadels and the
capitol and settle down in the enjoyment of the women,
whom they did not propose to hurt in their general mas-
sacre of the men. In the act of carrying out this prodig-.
ious carnage they where betrayed by two. of the conepira-
tors as is commonly the case in such attempts. As.a re~
sult the ringleaders were seized by the officers of justice
and crucified.”

It is very singular that Livy, usually elaborate when,
dwelling upon an important event, should so peremptorilg:
dismiss this subject which he introduces as one of the hig-
torical events of Rome in which the Roman people, as it
were, through the protecting power of their god Jupiter,
narrowly escaped. How many or how many thousands,
were crucified, excepting the two who exposed the con-
spiracy to J uplter," 18 not stated. We recall this to mind
with the more interest, since later uprisings like those of;
Eunus, Aristonicus and Spartacus were followed by the

9 Liv. lib. IV. 45: *Annus« felicitate popull Romani porioulo potius in-
genti quam clade ins}fnis" Cf. Dionys. Halicar, excerpt xi.

10 uionysiun of lloa.mussn.s ‘Acecheeol. Rhomaike, xil,

u Idem, 1V. ‘*Avertit ne.and. consilia Jupiter, lndeeuque due-
ram co.nprhenen i sontes pocas dederunt.”
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exetuion of thousands ipon the cross. The two tiaitors
were richly rewarded with money and freedom.™

Bticher reckons the year in which occurred another
uprising in the heart of Latium, Italy, to have been B. C.
194. It was a very dangerous strike of slaves. The old
Pomptine swamps in ancient times near the mountain city
-of Setia were infested with the runaway slaves, who to
exist, were obliged to sally out from their glades where
they hid by day, and played a rdle of brigands. All about
the swamps on the higher levels, the soil was celebrated
for productiveness. Setan wines were renowned for their
relish. The city itself was between these marshes and the
mountain cliffs, affording the brigands an immense e
-of forests, rocks, acclivities and jungles, which wlzﬁn%e
used as fastnesses when the pursuers or the weather
would not permit the fugitives to live in the marshes be-
low. Of course thelittle fortified Setia full of ‘good things,
but maintained by the labor of slaves, was an object of
-envy and & moral stumbling block to this order of submis-
wion within, and their cupidity or vengeance without.
‘There were also numbers of other small cities and towns
in this region. The encroachments of the rich gens fam-
ilies upon the ager publicus or public tands, which under
the laws of Numa and Servius Tuilius had been éultivated
by the small farmers, sometimes by unions of farmers and
as it were, in a socialistic way, had driven out the happy
olden days and flogged into their places the horrid slave
gystem of cultivation. Here, at the foot of this spur of
the Appenines, as in the valley of the Guicus about Per-
gamum and the exquisite platean of Enna,” the greedy
slave owner had fastened upon the limbs of his human
chatiels the clanking chains of enforced bondage and de-
clared a lockout of the former gitilds who worked the
governinent lands on shares. That they had mo other
right to these'lands than that of lawless might we shall in
our chapter on Spartacus, sufficiently portray.™

These lamdlords, it is conceded by every one whp has
given attention to the subject,”* acted in every wgy the

13 Jdem : “Indicibus dena milia gravis eeris, que tum divities habeban-
tur, ex gorario mumerata et libertas preemium fuit.”

13 See detajlel accounts ol the great uprisings of the workingmen at
thege places. chapters, vii.—x. }

14 Chapter xfl. 15 Drum. Ard. . Comm. 8. 152-8.
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‘part of high-handedland pirates, in seizing the farms from
the former lessees of the government of Rome. Without
doubt these, maddened by their outrageous deprivations,
instigated many a revolt of the slaves who had, as chattels,
and under the bitterest urgents of lash and threat, been
forced to take their places. It must also be here stated
that it was at about this epoch, just before the great slave
insurrections of Eunus in Sicily and of Aristonicus at
Pergamus which occurred during the great Agrarian com-
motions of the Gracchi. It was a time when a third of
the honest, hard working population were being literally
choked away from their means of earning a living for their
families.” Theére is no lack of information regarding the
grievances of either the slaves impressed into the labor
they hated, or the former tillers, locked out from the labor
they loved. It is therefore without wonder that we hear
of the outbreak or strike of B. C. 198. The numerous
bands of slave bandits prowling among the swamps and
mountain fastnesses formed an alliance ** with the slaves
within the city, who were as dissatisfied with their shackles
as were the degraded agricultural wretches delving ‘out-
side. The collusion spread from Setia to Preneste 36
miles to the north and to Circeji a few miles beyond.
About the time the conjurators were ready to make their
deadly dash, was the moment when the ple of Setia
were to have a gala-day. What sort of festivity is not
exactly clear. But judging from the popularity of the
gladiatorial games not only at Rome but at that time, also
in most of the provincial cities, it perhaps may be plausi-
bly conjectured that the plays alluded to by Livy were the
horrible butcheries of the arena. This ;ﬁ})lio event af-
forded the conspirators an opportunity. eir plan was
to take advantage of the enthusiasm of the games when
least the Xopula.ce were on the alert, crash upon the peo-
ple, plunder the town, seize weapons and munilionsneces-
sary; then striking for the town of Norba, commit the
same violence there, murder the masters and most of the
other patricians and proceed to other cities in the vicinity
repeating the e at each place until they gained the
mastery of the worlgl Under the allowance of instruc-

18 Plut. Tberius Gracchus, makes a plaintive comment on their sufferings
11BUcher, Ayfstdnde d. unf. Ard. 5. 28,
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tion the slaves of that period enjoyed, this impossible
scheme should not seem absurd; since they doubtless had
little knowledge or conception of a world stretehing be- .
yond their vision and experience.

Again the traitor. Setia was under the presetorship of
C. Cornelius Lentulus. Just at the outbreak of the strike,
but whether during the tumult of a bloody fray we are
uninformed, two of-the conspirators lost courage and be-
trayed the plot. Livy says: ‘“The object was, when Setia
was once in their hands, by the combined result of mur-
der and sudden tumult to first seize and similarly serve
the cities of Norba and Circeji. Information of this ter-
rible plot was carried to Rome and laid before the Pree-
tor, L. Cornelius Merula, by two slaves who arrived from
the scene before daybreak and in systematic order ex-
posed the anticipated operations of the insurrectionists.” **

Instantaneous action was now necessary at Rome. The
Senate was in a few minutes convoked. The two Roman
consuls for that year, (B. C. 198), Sextus Zlius Paetus and
T. Quinctius Flamininus, were absent with their com-
mands in Gaul and elsewhere; so Merula one of the four
wdiles or tribunes of the people, was called to the task of

1BLiv, XXXII. 26. ‘““Quem ad modum Gallia precter spem gquiets eo anno
fuit, ita circa urbem servilis prope tumultus est exclhtns Obsides Carthagi-
- niensinm Setis eustodiebantur Cum ill, ut &ﬂndpum liberis, magna vis ser-
vorum erat. Augeb um, u Africo bollo et ab ipsis
Betinis captiva nﬁqnot n:ﬁonis eius emptn ex prsada mancipia. Cum conjura-
tlonem fecissent, missis ex e0 numero {mmum qui in Betino agro, deinde circa
Norbam et Circeios servitia sollicitarent, satis iam omnibus preeparatis ludis qui
Betiz prope diem faturi erant, npectwulo intentum 1?0 statuerant,
Betia per cadem et rspenﬂnum tumultum upn gmn et o8 oocnpl.re
Hujus rei tam feedee indicium R ad L. C
bis delatum est. BServi duo ante lucem ad eum venernnt m e ordine omnh
qum acta fntnnqne erant exposuerunt. Quibus domi custodiri iuuis pmtor
que, quz indices adferrent, proficisci ad
g‘nmdam atque opprimendam iussus, cum quinque legstin protectus obvioc
agris sacramento rogatos arma capere et seqmoogebst Hoc tumultuario do-
leotu duobus milibus ferme hominum ibus quo
venit. Ibiraptim princi conjurationis gomprehensis fuga servorum
oX oppido facta est Dun!uis deinde per agros qui vestigarent $¥*%*&s«%,
duoram opers servorum indicum et unijus liberi fuit. Ei centum milia
gravis =ris darl patres iusserunt, servis vicena quina milia =ris et libertatem;
pretium eorum ex zrario solutﬂm est dominis. Haud itamulto post ex ehndem
conjurationis reli?uns nuntiatum est servitia Prezneste occupatura. Eo L. Cor-
nehus praztor profectus dn quingentis fere hominibus, qui in ea noxa erant, sup-
El:lcmm sumpsit. In timore civitas fuit obsides captivosque Pmnornm 3 mo-
. Itaque et Rome kama per vicos servate, jussi re eas
magistratas; et trium carceris lautumiarum intentiorem cnstodlnm habere
fussi; et circa nomen Lstinnm 8 prmtore litteree miss®, ut et obsides in privato
r, neque di facultas duretur, et captivi ne minus
dwem Pondo oompedlf)nn vineti in nulla alia quam in carceris publici custodia

YOI
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suppressihg the donspiracy. At this impromptu meetd
of the Romgt;n»Semtoitwas; ordered thalt) Merula m
take the field in person. There being at that instant very
few re troops at command, no time was lost in wait-
ing orders to mass them, and it appears that he set out
immediately with few, gathering militia as he proceeded
on his way to Setia; for it appears that before reachi
the scene of the danger the number of his forces re
2,000 men. No partioulars are given regarding the at-
tack on the conspirators. We have no information as to
whether there occurred a conflict. 'We are informed that
the ring leaders of the conspiracy were arrested; also that
the slaves were thrown into great confusion. Livy states
that the town of Setia was the place where many hostages
from the Carthagenian army were kept. The battle of
Zama between l~go:;ipio and Hannibal, A, D. 202, had re-
sulted disastrously to those old enemies of Rome and these
hostages were kept by the conqueror as a pledge against
further hostilities. Being penned in together, they also
naturally joined the conspiracy and the ring-leaders re-
ferred to by Biicher, may have been some of the veritable
warriors of the great Hannibal now pining in custody as
hostages around the barracks of Setia.

But here again, a8 in the story of Spartacus, the excel-
lent history of Livy is broken off and lost. How much of
- the real story is missing may never be known. Bat for
the epitome or heading of this book we should be left in
‘the dark entirely as to the results; but there is a passage
in this which states that 2,000 of the conspirators were
arrested and slaughtered.” Judginge from the usual
method of servile executions, it might be inferred that the
captured like those of Spartacus, Eunus and Aristonicus,
were crucified upon the gibbet. It is more probable how-
ever, since some of them were Carthagenian veterans,
that part of them were crucified and the remainder butch-
ered; because it was against the Roman code of honor to
hang veteran soldiers or others than those of the servile
race, upon the ignominious cross. Jesus a religio-politi-
eal offender was crucitied by the Romans in a8 Roman pre-

1 Aufstdnde d_unfreien Arb

. 8, 29,
0 Liv, lib. XXXII Bpitomy: “Conjuratio servorum, facta de solvendiy
Carthageniesium obsidibus oppressa est: duo milia necati aunt.
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vinoe, not because of his offence, which might have re-
oéived & obler or less ignominious punishment, but be-
cause he was a workingman, not a soldier; and conse-
quently ranked with the servile class in contradistinction
to the noble class of the gens family, of the Pagan religion.

The uprising was suppressed after a struggle, the dura-
ation and the particulars of which are left for our curiosity
to surmise. But the causes of the grievances among the
slaves were too profound to be easily stainped out. Mer-
ula and his legions, their reeking sabers and vietory-boast-
ing tongues, their tales of gibbet and dagger-to-the-hilt,
the agony of woe and death, had sca,rcely?xad time to set-~
tle into the first lull; the perpetrators of the treacherg
which discovered the plot had but received their reward
by order of the Roman Senate, when news came that from
the direction of Preneste the spirit of insurrection was
again rife—this time in and about that city—and that a
pTot had been disclosed among the slaves whe again in

eat numbers were caught making a singular spring in

opes of making themselves masters of it. Again their
design was baffled. The Roman forces were once more
gent out with orders to exterminate the slaves. The same
préeetor, L. Cornelius Merula, was soon on the warpath and
as before, the inexperienced proletaries, among whom
were many Punic hostafes with their slender preparations
and want of arms, could stand no ground witﬁ eir pow-
erful enemy. A battle must have been fought of consid-
érable importance, and the result was certainly a disaster
to the slaves and Carthagenian hostages and prisoners to
whose secret machinations the blame is principally attri-
buted by Dr. Biicher, also Livy himself by implication.®
The number of poor wretches who suffered on the scaffold
reached 500, mnii.ng 2,500 public executions, besides the
humber not given in either case who were killed in the
conflicts before being overcome. A great turbulence was!
caused thoughout the community.

Strong vigilance was now instituted at Rome to protect
the smaller places from a recurrence of those dangers
which had stamped their terror upon the inhabitants.
The triumvirs ordered a closer guard to be kept over the

81 *‘Egregia duorum” &o. Liv. xzxn. oap. 26,

38 Livy, Idem; Btich. Ayifstande e, 29: Allgemetw mass mawlam~
en Umtrieben der punischen Geisseln und Gefangenen die Sebuld bel.””
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great underground prison called carcer lautumiae,™ where
those taken prisoners were placed. It was ordered that
the Carthagenian hostages be degraded to the condition
of slaves to work for private individuals and disallowed
further privilege of being seen any more in publioc or hav-
ing any more enjoyment in the open world. The shackles
in which the prisoners were chained, were ordered to weigh
not less than 10 pounds. The prison in which they were
thenceforth to be forever kept was the public carcer, a de-
scription of which may now be interesting.

“There was a place ” says the Italian jurist Bombardini,*
“in the ancient Roman prison, called the Tullian, cell,
whither you descend by a ladder to the distance of 12
feet, into & damp hole, excavated in the earth. It was
walled in on all sides and vaulted overhead having the
séctions adjoined. It had a putrid odor and a frightful
outlook,” But this is but the beginning, (B. C. 650-500,)

. of what it had developed into, by the time of which we speak.
(B. C. 198). Long before this the prisoners here were at
work. “Their masters saw them but rarely; their food
was lowered to them through breathing holes, also their
straw and scanty clothing.”* Varro likewise tells of the
latomia or quarry and the ergastulum called the prison
Tulliana.® At any rate the public prison still to be seen,
was & deep and spacious excavation under the Capitoline
Hill, which had been made by prison labor. The object
of the ancients in setting prisoners at work was twofold.
First, vengeance rather than correction, as in our days of
comparative enlightenment. Secondly, economy; for the
ancients had the contract system with all its brutalities
and horrors. The stone quarried out of these diggings
furnished good building material and the holes thus left.
made prisons for the workmen who quarried it. Thus, in
course of ages Rome became what i’lm y called the Urds
pensilis,” or city hanging in the air. Most of these stu-

28 Bombardini, .De Oarsere et antiquo ¢fus Usu, eap. iil.

% fdem, Cap. M. ., 748 of Thesaurus Grawil et Gronoit, Supplement,

ss Maurice. Hist, Politique et Aneedotique des Prisons de la Seine, pp. 1-4.

2 Varro, De Re Rustica, cap. {ii. 8 speake of themn and of the popular,
oplnﬂiolnv that these holes were nurseries of serpents. Cf. Prudentius, Hymn V.

at. Hist, 8 g in another l1‘)laoe (lib XXVIII. 4,), Pliny thinks

they were dug by Tulius Hostilivs: ‘L. Piso primo annalium auctor est,
Tullum Hostilium regem ex Numses libris eodemn, ........ maltl vero, mazna.
rum rerum fata et ostenta verbis permutari. Cum in Tarpeio fodientes de-

lubro fundamenta, caput humanum invenissent, missis ob id ad se legatis
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pendous catacombs are still to be seen in a more or less
gerfeot state of preservation. Like the vast catacombs of

aris, they were originally stone quarries; then some of
them differentiated into sewers, c/oacae, some into public
vailisons, some into subterranean workshops, ergastula.

e person condemned, if of low rank without family or
money, was sent ad opus publicum, to the public works.
“ It was a place into which people were snatched; exca-
vated from sharp rocks, immensely deep; a huge cutting
or grotto quarried in the depths with passages interrupted
by great, sharp-cornered rocks between which the victims”
bodies squeezed. Projecting crags bristled as they sp
forth from the walls in darkness of midnight and frown
horribly over the abyss—a place of all others, from which
the person doomed, when once thrown in, never after-
wards saw the light of day.”*™ Of course the convicts
were furnished with lamps to light their steps and hands
at work. )

The reader is now left to judge for himself as to the
justice or injustice of the causes lurking at the bottom of
all ancient strikes.

‘We are again grateful to Dr. Karl Biicher, who reminds
us of the account sparingly given by Livy, of another great
uprising, B. C. 196, among the agricultural laborers of
Etruria.® This noble country stretched from the Tiber
on the south to the Ticino on the north. The rapturouns
landscapes of the Arno, the nany beautiful Appenine lakes
and mountains were Etruscan. No land ever subjugated
by Rome possessed more agricultural or mineral wealth.
Its original inhabitants possessed the refined civilization
whence Rome took most of her prosperity. Bold, inven-
tive, mechanical, progressive, the Etruscans ill-brooked the
fetters of slavery fastened upon them like gyves by the
greedy land grabbers who took possession of the soil,
somewhat in the manner of the land owners of Great
Britain and Ireland at the present time. The descend-
ants of the ancient Etruscan stock held much of the land,
Etruriee celeberrimus vates Olenns Calenus preeclarum id fortanatumque
cernens, interrog:tione in suam gentem transferre tentavit,” eto. Fora de-
scrl&t on see Prudeut us, Hymn V,

llutr%)e? Epit. Rom, Hist, Era of Tarquin.
39 Aufstdnde d. unf. Arb 8, 29,

Granier, de Cass. Hist, Olasses Ouv, chaps, xiii. xiv.; Orell. nos, 3346; 3347,
8678, 1239, of Inser, Lat. Col, See alto within account of the Vectigalaia
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free agriculturers and to them the government had i
;:rmed it on shares, thus securing to the laborers a gzs
living from the proceeds and to the government a good
revenue which was paid, not ih money but in kind, the
rent tax being collected through the celebrated system of
the vectigalia.® The slave system of the rich lords, who,
without a tittle of right by law, and indeed in direct defi-
ance of the precedents established by Numa and Servius
Tullius, as well as the Licinian law, wgich, through the in-
trigues of the great proprietors had, from its passage, re-
mained a dead letter, was now becoming a terrible scourge.
Indeed, in after days, Tiberius Gracchus on his way to
Spain, passed through Etruria and found to his horror
that once populous land in the hands of a few lordly mas-
ters 'who completely locked the original agriculturers
out and supplanted them with slaves. The scene of slavery
and woe 8o stirred the blood of this noble Roman that he
devoted his remaining life to the great agitation which is
famous to this day as the agrarian movement with the
bloody commotions that attended them, resulting in his
own assassination. Such was the terrible condition of
human slavery at that time, B. C. 196. In fact the slave
system had to a large extent, driven out the once free and
¥rosperous labor not only of Etruria but also of lower
taly, Sicily, Asia Minor, large parts of Greece, Spain and
the smaller islands; and Rome was becoming the fatten-
ing pen of the arrogant grandees who lived in degenerate
profligacy upon the lash-enforced drudgery of millions of
slaves. Perhaps in telling these portentous truths to the
world in the light of a social historiographer, we are among
the first to discover the germ of a deeply hidden virtue in
the revolt whose history occupies but eight poverty-solem-
nized lines in the great history of Livy. E)J.t to the stu-
dent of sociology even this poor sketch brings back to us
the profound wisdom of Anaxagoras and Aristotle who
taught that all knowledge, all virtue and all gogress emi-
nate from humblest origin and that we can have nothing
permanent or perfect except through investigation and
experiment involving the severest trials. And although
the poor slaves fell in thousands by the lash, the dungeon,

0Ayfst, d. unf. Srd, “Trotzdem gelang es ihm nicht ohne heftigen Kampf
dle ¢inzelen Haufen zu zerspringen,”’
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the cross and although handreds of years elaﬁd beforg

the honds of their ﬁavery were broken yet who shall sgy
their dying sgonies here did not contribute to the cumu-
lous of forces which at last swept their fetters away ?

L. Furiug and Claudius Marcellus were consuls al Rome
when this agrarian uprising occurred. Their offices. of

" state requiring their attentiop, the prator, M. Aciliug
Glabro had in charge the “ peace of the community.” Li¢-
tle is kmown of the details of this uprising. The slaves
were inhumanly o&pressed angd xeady to accept desperate
conditions if they held out the least promise of success in
freeing them of their sufferings. QOn the other hand, the
old gultivators had for centuries lived in _sase upon the
public lands and their organizations interlinked with those
of the collegia and sodajicia which wera just then being
treated with severe censure and eyen thrept by the Roman
citizens who managed legislation. . Efforts were. bagun
about this time to suppress most of the labor organiza-
tions. The wealthy who were engaged, in driving ouf free
agricultural labor and supplanting it by that of slaves on
the plantations, were particularly hitter against free lgbor,
both in city and eonfpfry.

When the news of the upriging reached Rome, Glabro
immediately set out with one of the two legions of soldiers.
at command. By the appearance of things, the organiza-
tion was not complete among the insurgents. The slaves,
88 Livy calls them in his sweeping terms, but more prob-
ably also the disaffected part of community generally and
now locked out—those who. formerly tilled the land on
shares and also the slaves themselves—all of whose cause
was commen, met Glabro hilt to hil{ and in a bloody bat-
tle were overcome. Biicher surmises that tho,uﬁh thr;
Romans were victorious, it was not without a heayy, battle.
Great was the number of fallen workingmen and the num-
ber of those of their ranks taken prisoners was still greater.
The leaders of the revolt were scourged and hung :Eq,q
the cross. The remsining slaves were given up to their
merciless masters to receive at their hands a double por-
tion of hardships in the future. The freedmen engaged
in this insurrection would, under the .Roman oustom of

®1 Livy, XXXIII. orp 36: “Ex his (the strikers) multi occisi multi capti:

aliog everbratos otuél'bns adfixit, qu1 princi;:es conjuraticni< 1uerant , 31108 dom
this resutun,”
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treating enemies taken in battle, be sold as slaves or held
a8 criminals and sent to the quarries and mines to linger
for life at hard labor; for Biicher here correctly states
that only under extraordinary circumstances did the
JRomans ever treat with lenity their captured enemies and
the slave insurgents of all others, are known to have re-
ceived the most relentless measure of malignity at their
hands.”

One of the countries in which Spartacus was best re-
ceived and from among whose people he obtained the
largest number and the best volunteers who accepted with
gratitude his offers of freednm, was Apulia. It was that
rich, well watered, pastoral tract lying to the north and
bordering on the Tarentine gulf. About 120 years before
the great and memorable war of Spartacus broke out,
these fine lands lying between the eastern slope of the
Appenines and the Adriatic, were prey of the slave sys-
tem. “Where earlier, the industrious farmers had thrived
in happiness and plenty, herdsmen now in lonliness drove
and herded countless flocks of cattle and sheep belong-
ing to Roman Senators and knights.”* Apulia being on
the opposite side of the mountains from Rome and most
of the opulent cities of Italy, was a region topographi-
cally suitable for robbers, both of land and sea. To the
west were the mountains, whose rocks and forests afforded
shelter for men of desperate nerve. The introduction of
servile hands through the slave trade which had driven
free labor from the agricultural and pastoral regions of
Italy had naturally been followed by a variety of desper-
adoes whose bands at the time of our story, infested the
whole stretch. He also surmises with much intelligence
that these organized gangs were not without a distinct
purpose in working for their fellow men, and our own in-
spection satisfies us that a philosophy or culture bad from
high antiquity existed for the redemption of the poor
everywhere. _

In another chapter we shall show the relationship be-
tween the societies of Dionysoi and those of the Bac
chantes. Indeed there appears lLittle difference between
them. In both words, oneLatin, the other Greek, we have

8 Blich. Aufst. d. “1'¥ Ard, 8. 31,
8 Liders, ys. Kanst. passim.

—_—
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the same meaning. They were in Greece, in the islands,
in Asia Minor and Palestine, mostly organizations of arti-
ficers or skilled mechanics; * but because they held fes-
tivities and conducted them on methods peculiar to them-
selves as well as because they were working people, they
were looked upon with suspicion. No author of antiquity
or orator could speak with respect of the bacchanals. We
know by the inscriptions that they had many societies at
Rome and in the provincial cities. Cicero and Livy spurn
them. No doubt the obloquy they suffered drove them
into these fastnessesand made them, by sheer compulsion,
assume suspicious attitudes. However this may be, we
find Livy associating them with another great strike or
uprising of the workingmen which oeourregr B.C. 185-184,
in Apulia and aloxg the coast between there and Bruttium.

It was during the days of the stern Cato’lv‘sdpower, in the

oonsulship of Appius Claudius Pulcher and M. Sempronius.

Tuditanus.” The so-called province of Apulia was in the
care of the pretor, L. Postumius. This man’s watch-
ground was Apulia and the shores of the gulf of Tarentum.
4 few years afterwards the famous Spartacus led his army
o. rebel workingmen, consisting of volunteer gladiators,
shepherds, baccf:ntzs and slaves, to Metapontem, where
he spent the memorable winter of B. C. 73-72.* Too just
to allow disorder, too wise to permit even a draught of
wine {o be drank in carousal, too good to give his loved
soldiers the bridle, this modest gladiator here proved him-
self the terror of the haughty Romans and a prototy(f)e of
modern military virtue, genius and discipline. And this
town was in the very valleys of the scenes of our present
story.” Livy, as is usual with ancient historians, when
speaking of the uprisings of the oppressed working classes
makes short work of his story. We linger upon his
stingy descant because of the peculiarly interesting asso-
ciations connected with the mightier revolt of the great
gladiator chieftain, one hundred and ten years afterwards
upon the same spot.

There had been many cases of dissatisfaction, some of
which had reached the ears of the vigilant Romans.

:go'nyi It ch m.“'?:”'“m X % Biich Aufst. #c.8 3
ult chap xii o work. C t. dc. 1.
# Livy, XXXIX. 29, and 41. e

4
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Great organizations among the enslaved shepherds and
drovers were heard of. A case was reported in which de-
tachments of half starved cowboys and ploughmen threw
away their bondage, knocked down and garroted their
overseer, seized his knife, his sword and club and made
their way to the mountain caves and jungles whence with
desperate revenge and want, they returned reinforced to
plunder and sack their master’s goods. It gotso that the
government highways were unsafe; and in ten years from
the time of our last story of the strike in Etruria, 192-183,
another enormous “slave conspiracy ” had been found to

. exist,

As soon as reliable news of this reached Rome, L. Post~
umius * the presetor, or as the same informant names him
“ propraetor ” in another place,” instautly marched with
a large force of troops to the scene.” The prstor had
previously had charge of all Apulia and Bruttium. He
had the waich of all the Adriatic coast from Rhegium to
Mt. Garganus, east of the Appenine range and most likely
also a considerable force of troops stationed at different.
points where Roman praesidia or garrisons existed.* This
i8 self evident; since the senators and knights owning the
lands and the slaves who worked them were also military-
officers as well as lawgivers and it was eas{ for them to
legislate for placing the standing army where it should
best protect their gluttonous acquirement of wealth.

The details of the manceuvres, skirmishes and battles:
gone through with before the climax was reached, are left
unwritten. But there can be no doubt that a battle was
fought; because, of the total number of the imsurgents
taken, no less than 7,000 were condemned to the mines
and of the great number who were captured many were
executed which means, of course, crucified.® Those who
were caught were certainly sent either to the mines, ad
metallum, to the Roman prison, carcer Tullianus, or to the
quarries, lapicidinae. But the mest probable thing is,

#1ivy, XXXIX. 41, ad fin: “L. Postumius p_ro&mtpr, cui Tarentum
provincia evenrat, magnas pastorum coujugationes vindicavit et reliquas Bao-
chanailum queestioni: cum omni e:4 cura.”

39 Blicher, Aufstdnde der unfreien Arbetter, 8. 31, no‘e 2,

40 WeisseNborn. Com on Ldvy, XXXV. 20

#1Livy. XYYIY. 29, * De multis sumptam est suppliciam.”

42 Idem, cep. 41: ‘‘Partim compréhensos, Romam ad senatum missit, in
carcerem omnes a P, Cornelio conjecti sunt.”
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that there being so many, they were distributed according
to their adjudged guilt, in the three prisons.® The horrors
of either of these three places have been described. But
this awful retribution inflicted upon the poor struggling
workingmen and their suffering families by the military
arm of Rome, protecting slavery the most brutal and de-
moralizing institution that ever cursed the nations of the
earth or whetted the appetites of the greedy by locking
out honest laborers from their natural empf;)'y, failed to

" stifle the hopes of those hardy mountaineer farmers whom

tyranny had turned into brigands. Bucher renders a
word of comment on Livy’s short-cut information, to the
effect that those who escaped, re-organized their banditti
in a distant point and began anew their work of pillaae,
which he characterizes as having become the plague of the
times—a plague which was in effect, the foundation of that
terrible brigandage, never suppressed in Italy until in re-
cent years. This, then is the origin of those terrible
“bacchanalian orgies ”—the innocent workingmen, lon
organized in the unions or guilds “ for self-protection am:‘l
co-operation entirely under the laws and sanction of Numa
and Tullius in the old, happy days of Rome’s golden econ-
omies, now driven and dispersed to the wailing winds of
her night of slavery!

Noble writers of the very ancient past have spoken
kindly of the Bacchantes both of the Greek and Latin-
speaking races of mankind, and lately ¥ §:kh, the archee-
ologist who has done more than any other man to reveal
the true status of ancient life and has uncovered many
errors which policy and prejudice have cultivated, openly
acknowledges that he finds no element of harm or of wrong
intention in the bacchanalian organization among Greek-
writing Societies of Asia Minor, and his invaluable evi-
dence we shall bring forward in a subsequent chapter, be-
cause he fixes his opinion from the unerring evidence of

the stones bearing inscriptions from their own hands.

Hesiod the poet and celebrated master who lived prob-
ably more than a thousand years before Christ and came
of the lowly stock, was the first known labor agitator. His
greatest poem, “ Works and Days,” full of pleadings for the

4 For an elaberate description of the trade unions under Numa, also
on Servius Tullius and Clodius, see chaj ters xiii.—xix. of this work.
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poor, is the first book on the labor question. He may be
styled the father of the emotions of pure sympathy, be-
cause the earliest witness.

But already at his time there were thousands of labor
societies that were discussing with him this great prob-
lem and with him practicsally bui'ding a cult of co-opera-
tion full of the tender sympathies of human brotherhood
and of mutual support



CHAPTER VIIL

DRIMAKOS.

A QUEER OLD MAN OF THE MOUNTAINS.

S8rrike or DrimMaxos, the Ohian Slave—Co-operation of the
frascible with the S8ympathetio—A. Desperate Greek Bonds-
man at Large—Labor Grievances of the ancient Scio—Tem-

rament and Character of Drimakos—Vast Number of un-
ortunate Slaves—Revolt and Escape to the Mountains—
Old Ruler of the Mountain Orags—Rigid Master and loving
Friend—Great Successea—Price offered for his Head—How
he lost it—The Reaction—Rich and Poor all mourn his Loss
as a Calamity—The Brigands infest the Island afresh since
the Demise of Drimakos—The Heroon at his Tomb—An Al-
tar of Pagan Worship at which this Labor Hero becomes the
God, reversing the Order of the Ancient Rights—Ruins of
his Temple still extant—Athenseus—Nymphodorus—Archee-
ology—Views of modern Philologists.

‘Wz are indebted to the geographer and historian Nym-
phodorus Siculus for an account of & very remarkable
strike and maroon-like revolt of slaves in the island of
Scio, This island—the ancient Chios—which lies in the
Greek archipelago at a distance of 7 miles from the coast
of Asia Minor, contains an area of little more than 500
squaremiles, It has, from high antiquity, been celebrated
for the ever varying beauty of its scenery,.its perpetual
verdure, its forests that are inaccessible to civilized life,
its countless streams and streamlets whose pure waters
rush from calcarious steeps and fall into the tiny rivers or
the sea.

Chios is aged as the primeval home of the Pelasgians
and the Leleges of Cyclopean fame and antiquity, and
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consequently is Greek in its remotest sense. It was of
all lands most accursed with slavery.! While the Pelopon-
nesus and Attica recruited their slave ranks with their
own sons and daughters and their prisoners of war, Chios
betook herself to the disgraceful slave traffic to secure her
recruits—a custom undoubtedly borrowed from her
neighbors, the Phenicians, What the tale of startling
uprisings and shocking cruelties of these struggling peo-
ple would be if told, we know not;? for we are obliged to
let all knowledge lapse in the zons of an unwritten past
and patiently wait until the era of our story, accidentally
recorded by Nymphodorus, a geographer, a8 having tran-
spired & short time before his day.

Judging from this we are able to fix its date,’ not at
about 250 years after the birth of Christ as surmised b
Dr. Biicher, but at a.very much .earlier period. We fo{:
low the story of Nymphodorus, who received this informa-

1 All over Greece and especially in Chios in Ionia there was constant fear of
slave rebellions. Plato ( ic ix. 5 fin, and in very many other passages),
mentions this fact aa s t terrorin those days.

3 The indications are that there comstantly occurred in those times mutinies
among the working é)eople. Many of them were prodigious. Dim information
of one in Southern Greece is found, which occurred between 800 and 400 years
beforé Christ. The oruelty of masters was'so great that when an mth?uﬂe de-
stroyed 20,000 people it was believed to be their punishment for cruelty. The
all-prevailing fear of being murdered by slaves is frequently hinted at by Plato.
To read the eleventh chapter of the first book of Macrobius is really worth the
attention of the thonght&l. It is replete with evidence that anciently there was
& strong anti-slavery movement. Mgorobiu, (Saturnatiorum, 1. xi. 7-9, Eyssen-
hardt), says: “ Vis tu tare €08 quos fus tuum uocas isdem seminibusortos
éodem frui clo, #que uiuers, aeque mori? Serui sunt: immo homines. Serui
sunt: immo conserui, st cogitaueris tantundem in utmslgue licers fortunse. Tam
tu illum uidere liberum potes quam ille te sernum. Neecis qua mtate Hecuba
seruire coeperit, qua Craesus, qua Darei mater, qua Diogenes, qua Plato ipse ?
Post: q}uld ita seruitutis horremus? seruus est quidem, sed nece:-
eitate, sed fortasse libero animo seruus est. oc 11li nocebit sl ostenderjs qu 3
non sit. Aljus libidini seruit, alius auaritiz, alius ambitioni, omnesspei, omues
timorl.” Again (ZIdem 13-14) come the prophetic words: * Non potest amér cum.
timore misceri. Unde putas adrogantissimum illud manaese prouerbium quo.
iactatur totidem hostes nobis esse quot seruos ? Non habemus illos hostes sed
facimus, cum in illos superbissimi contumeliosigsimi crudelissimi sumus et ad
rabiem nos cogunt peruenire delicis, ut quicquid non ex uoluntate respondit
iram faroremque eunocet.” But it was fear rather than compassion that forced
our hard-hearted forefathers to talk in this strain. :

8 Schambach, Italische Sclavenaufsiand, 1., 8. 5; refers to this slave insurrec-
tion in the following clearly expressed language: ‘‘ Auch das riche Chios war zu
derselben Zeit B. C, 134, der Schauplatz einer wilden Sclavenempdrung, die erst
nach mehreren Jahren unterdriickt wurde. Athensus VI. He seems to have
no doubt as to the era of the story of Drimakos bein%:g:nﬂod with that of the

t servilé wars. But what time did it begin? This is the important ques-

on. Ath 8ays or intimates that Drimakos was in the vigor of manhood
when he began thé revolt; but he was an old man when he died and up to the last
the malcontents held their ground. Now if we agree with Schambach that his
* za derselben Zeit '’ meant the end of the period, or thereabout, we must add at
least 30 years to allow him to become an‘ o0ld man which makes the rebellion to
have begun about the year B. C. 384,
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tion directly from the Chians themselves, from whom he
must have received his data while visiting the island and
its inhabitants in search of information for his book which
was a desoription of the coast of Asia minor and the mul-
titude of islands, large and small, that stud the Archi.

elago.
P The islanders recounted to Nymphodorus that a slave
named Drimakos had lived and died in those parts, whose
history wasremarkable. Consequently this Sicilian Greek,
whose errand was knowledge, became curious to know
about the strange man Drimakos and all the particulars,
in order to embellish the chapter of his “ Nomima Asias”
or customs and habits of the Asians—in other words, his
descriptive geography. And now that our attention is
fastened upon so weird an object as a runaway slave
with drawn dagger, bolting from his pursuing owner and
climbing a crag to a mountain den with a dozen abolition-
ists as desperate as he, we pause to ask, who is this Nymp-
phodorus? :

Alas such curiosity is rewarded with the aggravation of
a mystery! We know nothing of Nymphodorus. We
only know that he lived and wrote in his geography a de-
scription, not only of the island of Scio as it was before
the time of Christ, but also of the customs and usuages
that were practiced by its inhabitants; and interspersed
in his work there was many an incident, description
and story, one of which was this tale. of Drimakos, the
yunaway slave. We know that this priceless literary gem,
like the noble but lost chapters of Diodorus, and Sallust,
of Livy, of Fenestella, Dion Cassius, Theophanes, Nicolaus
Damascenus, Cecilius Calactenus and a wealth of others
with their flood of facts, come to us only in the second-
hand and oblique mention of others who read them before
they were destroyed; or sometimes in multilated frag-
ments of the originals which escaped the vandals who
perhaps thought that by robbing posterity of facts that
disclosed the beastliness of their institutions they might
confer a favor upon the sir as well as the sinners whose
power they fawned upon and flattered. At any rate the
work of Nymphodorus is lost; and the question remains:
who is Nymphodorus and what about Drimakos the Chian
rTunaway slave?
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The fact is, Athenseus, an Egyptian of antiquity, saw
and read this book of Nymphodorus the geographer, and
in his “ Deipnosophistae or Banquet of the Learned,” a
pot pourri or hodge-podge of science, history and anec-
dote, reproduced for us the essential facts concerning this
affair of Drimakos, which was no little incident to make
light of, but a vast insurrection of slaves, like that of Eunus
and Spartacus, involving a lifetime, with bloody wars and a
great and terrible and successful struggle of “outlaws”
against society. It is Athenseus, the middleman then,not
Nymphodorus, whom we must follow and carefully scan,
ﬁscking every word down to the bone, to get the meat of

is language; always suspicious enough of translations to
avoid them entirely, especially when exhuming such liter-
ary mummies a8 those wrapped and preserved in chemicals
musty with the taint of laggr.

Nymphodorus in his lost work on the customs and usa-
ges of the Asians* says it was not long before his time
that the facts concerning Drimakos occurred. But al-
though no doubts exist regarding the truth of the general
facts, nobody is clear as to the exact time of Nymphodorus.
‘Whether the insurrection of the Chian slaves was a
modic affair, belonging to one lifetime, or whether the
episode of Drimakos was simply one incident distinguished
for its magnitude and duration among many that for ages
were constantly occurring, is a problem.* We shall pre-
sent the facts as given in the Deipnosophistas of Athenseus
carefully adhering to the points in the text and seasoning
the story only to befit the character of our pages for the
general reader. But there seems to be no evidence to
confute our theory that Nymphodorus wrote his story at
least & century before Christ, and that the true age of
Drimakos was that of the other great slave rebellions which
began to rage about a century and a half before Christ.

4 Most chronologiste make Athensus to have lived abont A. D. 250 Dr.
Bficher, therefore, must certainly be entirely incorrect in putting the date of the
work of Nymphodorus at ““ Mitte des dritten Jahrhundertes nach Christo; 4
slde der Atbeiter, 8. 2, since Athenaus himself lived before that time.

We are fully confirmed in the opinion that Drimakos’ uprising was contem-
poraneous with that of Eunus of Sicily and Aristonious of Pergamus, and was an
ontcnr)}) of that great _ﬁihﬁon.

© 8 Népipa Aciag. e island of Chios was only separated from the continent

Of Asia by a strait 7 miles wide, and easily visible from the main shore. Fora

delcﬂpﬂon of this island, see Eckenbrecher: Die Insel Chios, Berlin, 1845, ~

¢ Pauly’s Real Encyclopedia, Vol. V, 8. 198, contains an article from Wester-
mann, discusaing the probable time of Nymphodorus, q. v.




HIS DESPERATE FLIGHT, 167

From the story as related by Athenseus it does not ap-
pear that Drimakos escaped from his master amid scenes
of blood-shedding, but that those horrors were reserved
for the immediate future. He was then a young man of
great sternness and determination, shrinking from noth-
ing he had set his mind upon, and too nervous and sensi-
tive to bear the galling humiliations of slavery. He was
also a man of sympathies, and felt for his fellow slaves as
well as himself. In such a frame of mind he could not
but have felt deeply for the thousands of poor creatures
who had been bought or kidnapped from their native
homes and brought to this island to be sold like animals
and here forced to delve under the merciless lash. Most
of the labor of land culture and mechanics, all the house-
hold drudgery, as well as the attendance upon arrogant
lords and ladies, and the office work of the government,
was performed in those days by slaves; and Chios was no
exception.

Like Achsos, Cleon, Athenion and Spartacus, the des-
%emte young man broke his bonds by some violent effort.

may have been the immediate result of a quarrel with
his master or his overseer, or perhaps a conspiracy of a
handful of fellow bondsmen as in the case of Athenion
or Spartacus; perhaps a stampede after a battle with clubs
and butcher-knives. One thing we know upon such points
in general: masters were on the alert at all times, having
little confidence in their human chattels, and kept them
under %\-mrd, often chained at night and in many places,
brande

When Drimakos arrived in the mountains with his band
of runaways, he found in the clefts of rock and among the
sun-warmed ledges, suitable fastnesses wherein not only
to hide in safety but to sleep, and obtain repose. Hunt-
ers and other mountaineers had been there before them
and built an occasional cabin, With the rocks and frag-
ments they erected more, and with axes and perhaps saws
and other tools, covered them and construoted for them-
selves rough seats and tables. But food was only to be
had in the granaries and houses below, in the richly cul-
tivated valleys, and in the distant city they had left.

Here the masters were up in arms, ready for an expedi-
tion in pursuit of their escaped bondsmen. The word

4
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went vigorously forth that they must be retaken, either
dead oralive. On the other hand while preparations were
making for a grand pursuit, other slaves took flight and
centered to the mountain fissures of Drimakos, now their
acknowledged leader.

How they got their first supply of provisions we are
unaware, but they- certainly dig not starve. The same
question might in the absence of these particulars also be
asked as to how they were supplied with arms with which
to do battle with their pursuers. What we know is that
they were the recipients of good luck; partly through
their own courage and partly through a combination of
circumstances which favored them from the start.

The whole truth is, they, like Funus and the smiling
goddess Demeter, or Spartacus and his fortune-telling
wife, who foretold prodigies of happiness, had also their
Messiah, soothsayer, prophet and warrior in the person of
Drimakos, whom they implicity obeyed and worshiped
with a superstitious awe; and so long as the enthusiasm
of this belief in him as a Savior remained untarnished,
their heaven-inspired dash and valor were insurmounta-
ble and their prowess was unscathed. Moreover there
prevailed a superstition among the slave-owning Chians
themselves, against slavery and especially this class of
slave-holding practiced on the island of Chios. In proof
of this we quote from Athenseus the following:

“ Nymphodorus, it is thus seen, has furnished us with
the account; but I find that in many copies of his history
Drimakos is not spoken of by name. Yet I cannot imag-
ine that any of you are ignorant of what Herodotus, that
prince of historians, said regarding the Chian, Panionios,
and what righteous punishment he underwent for having
~ castrated three boys and sold them.! Then again Nicol-

7 Herodotus, Historion, viii. Urania, 105-108. The horrible story of revenge
is thus told by Herodotus and tersely illustrates the almost inconceivable bru-
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aus the peripatetic as well as Poseidonius the stoic both
wrote in their histories that the Chians were afterwards
enslaved by Methridates, tyrant of Cappadocia, and bound
hand and foot, were given over to their own slaves. Surely
the gods were angry with the Chians.” ®

Nor was this superstition against all kinds of chattel
slavery confined to the island of Chios. The people of
Attica and different parts of Greece were tormented with
conscience on account of their unjust system of slavery
and the ever-recurring revolts of their slaves; and the
Lockrians, who never to lerated slavery, taunted them for
their wickedness.” But the revolts of the slaves them-
selves, and the growing number of the psomokolaphoi or
runaways and the consequent loss to their masters, to-
gether with the desperate, often bloody deeds of these
runaways whetted their sins and inflamed their fears lest
the gods should frown upon them as the upholders of this
national abomination. Add to all this the further and
significant fact that the freedmen all around them were in
sympathy with the slaves and were often organized into
powerful unions which sometimes even permitted the
slaves to membership.”* Especially was this the case
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8 Athenzus Dewpnosophistee, Lib. VI. cap. vii.

9 Athenmus, idem; Bockh, Public Economy of the Athenians, mentions it.

10 8ee Litders, D{e Dionysischen Kinstler S. 46-47, also 8. 22. We have how-
ever given Liiders’ views and proof (see p. 98 and note 27) in full in another chap-
ter, q. v. The evidence as to slaves being sometimes members is overwhelming.
Foucart, Associations Religicuses Ches Les Grecs, pp. 5-6 says: “ 1l en était tout au-
trement pour les thiases et les éranes. Non-seulement ils étaient ouverts aux
femmes mais encore les étrangers, les personnes de condition ou d'origine ser-
vile y avaient accds. Ce dernier point est d’une grande importance, fort heur-

t, les témoi des monuments épigraphiques sont assez précis pour
I'établir avec une entidre dvidence. Il serait inutile de citer toutes les inscrip-
tions qui en donnent la preuve: j'en ai seulement choisi quelques-unes, pour
montrer que cette composition était Ja m8me dans les différents pays. Les ex-
emples sont assez nombreux pour qu il soit permis d’6tendre la gonclusion aux
cas m&mes ol la preuve directe fait défaut, et de regarder I'admission des fem-
mes, des étrangers, des affranchis et des esclaves, comme un caractére commun
detoutes ces assoclations.” Foucart further shows that freedmen and fresd-
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among the Greek-speaking slaves—far more so than among
the Romans—and in these society meetings they all,
bondsmen and freedmen alike, under protection of their
secret eranos or union, discussed their sufferings and per-
haps also concocted their plots of salvation. Thus, from
all sources—the inner-consciences, the frowning gods, the
slaves’ own grievances and the constantly recurring strikes
maintained by runaways and bloody battles—greedy cap-
italists were reminded of this abomination which they were
hugging, even in ancient days.

The words of Nymphodorus plainly tell us that in the
Island of Chios revolts and escape to the mountains were
of common occurrence. His words reproduced in the
banquet of the learned by Athensus make the matter
plain. We give them belew it & note from the old scholi-
ast latin version of 1557, as they introduce the story in

lain words." The reader is now fully prepared by this

escription of the surroundings to comprehend the sto:
of Drimakos whom we left in the mountains with bis fol-
lowers, busily at work with saws and axes building rough
cabins and meditating a desperate swoop upon the city
they had left, that they might seize a part of the grain
and stores which their own former labor and that of their
fellow bondsmen had created. This expedition was well
planned. Of this we have assurance in the words of
B hoaroble o eactuvests . 7. ho clte Iseriptians wnove epIgraphs clearly
explain that slaves were members in Rhodes. We have elsewhere shown that
the ancient states owned slaves. They weré known as public servants. ‘ Une
Insoription de 1'fle de Rhodes mentionne une société religieuse composde des
esclaves pubiics de la ville (voyez p. 112, note 4). La mutilation du monument
enldve 4 ce témoignage une partie de sa valeur. Mais I'examen des noms pro-
pres mu rencontrent dans les autres inscriptions prouve que ces associations
admettaint les affranchis et probablement méme les esclaves. Ongcgeile‘:i

cited by Foucart occur the words: “ Un fragment d’inscription, restitu
d’une manidre hardie, mais, & tout prendre, vraisemblable, montrerait la com-

rticulidre de la société qui se placait sousle patronage de Zeus Ataby-

posiﬂoll?npl
rios. e aurait §té formée des esclaves publ!cu de 1a ville de Rhodes, et c’est
1'un d’eux qui surait exércé le sacerdoce. 'Ywip Atocaradvpi acrav 7@y Tds wéALos
SovAwv, Evai. .evos ypappatevs Sap 6oios iepatev gas Awds 'Atadvpiov . . . Taw
xvpiwy ‘Podiwy av éduxe A i 'A radvpie. . . . Philologus, 2d suppl., p. 612.” It
seems exceedingly strange that this learned aathor t¢hould lack the power of
Brnetuﬂon 80 far as to continually make ahack of a pet idiosyncrasy re%nrdi.n
ese innumerable organizations having been strictly religious orders. The fa
is, a8 we continually show, braced also by epigraphists like Mommsen and Béckh
that they were bona fide labor societies compelled under vigorous laws to eover
their real object with the shield of the Pagan faith.

1 «“Haec ?it\n‘ de illis acrlé)slt Nymphodorus in Asiee Navigatione. Chiorum
servi ab ipsis dominis aufugientes in montes sublimioraque, ipscrum devastantes
multi simnl coacti sunt. t enim ipsa insula aspera miltisque arboribus re-
ferte.” Athengous, VI., chap. vii., (Nalalis de Comisibus, Vento, 1556).
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Athenszeus who says that Drimakos was not really the ag-
gessor but that the Chians sent an expedition into the

gitives’ retreat, and that the latter being favored and
well generaled, came off victorious. This means that the
Chians were decoyed into ambush by Drimakos, attacked,
cut to pieces, their arms captured and the slaves left com-
plete masters of the field. In other words, there was
fought a bloody battle, even a succession of battles, and of
such terrible cruelty that even the heart of the stern Dri-
makos was melted with sympatby and he soon sought a
council of arbitration to put a stop to the ruthless effusion
of blood. But this did not ocour until sometime after the
first decisive contest with the masters was fought.

When, by this and other victories, the slaves found
themselves in full possession of their caverns, and their
new home supplied with provisions, their soldiers with
arms captured from the defeated masters, and their num-
bers much anugmented by incoming detachments of runa-
ways from all parts of the island, they began to think of
discipline and order. Drimakos was made king, com-
mander-in-chief and despot; and he began to exercise an
iron rule over his subjects nearly as severe, but more just
than that of their former masters” Having vanquished
the armies of the masters in repeated and bloody%attles,
causing a state of things which may have lasted for years
—since both the duration and dates are forgotten by our
historian—the slaves continued to get their provisions
from the granaries, barns, farms and stores, in the follow-
ing extraordinary manner:

A council or conference was called by this victorious
man of the mountains, whereat the Chian masters were
invited to participate with him and his victorious legions
on equal terms, under a flag of truce. 'When the gener-
als and magistrates of the city and the rebels met, king
Drimakos made a speech which contained a covenant of
arbitration, perbaps unheard of before or since. We give

18 The latin version Athen, VI. chap. vill. Natal. de Com, Ven. 1556, tells it in
these words': *‘ Paulo ante nostrs temg)orn famulum quendam, narrantipsl Chil,
profugisse atque in ipsis montibus habitasse, qui cum esset bellicosus animoque
virilt fogitivoram #ervorum Dux a¢ imperator declaratus erat, non aliter atque
reges solet exercitus cam sepius postea Chii copias in eum eduxissent, nihilque
facere possent, abi eos Primacus (dc enim servus nominatur) frustrs interior
conspexit, si¢ ad ilos locutus est.”” The gist of e speech we give im full, Vule
Swpra.
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the substance of his proposition in his own words, in order
to show that singular examples of co-operation and arbi-
tration have been tried in tgse remote past:

“An oracle has been consulted and our revolt has, from
the start, been upheld by the gods. We shall never lay
down our arms. We shall never again submit to the
drudgery of bondage. We are fixed in our own minds
and act under counsel of the Almighty. Nevertheless if
you follow my advice and adhere to it in the strictest faith,
after signing this pledge and contract, the war may be
terminated and the further effusion of blood dispensed
with; then we can mutually live in peace and enjoy tran-
quility on terms which will be full of prosperity 1o the
whole state of which we all are members.” -

The Chians who had been humbled by their defeats and
losses consented to an armistice of war, thus recogniz-
ing for the slaves the dignity of a public enemy, Theyfound
it a convenience, doubtless against their will, to submit to
propositions of reason. Drimakos then explained his plan:
+ “ What we want is enough to subsist upon;—no more.
In future, when hunger and need inspire us, we shall visit
your granaries, flocks and stores and take what we require
but always by weight and measure. The weights and
measures are to be these which we have brought you and
exhibit before your eyes. Here also is a signet™ with
which we propose to seal up your storehouses and grana-
ries after taking from them what we require, as by this
means you will %)e able to distinguish our work from that
of common robbers, Regarding the slaves who in future
shall escape from you to our camp, I shall rigidly investi-
gate the causes 0{ each man’s running away, weigh hig
story carefully, and after submitting his case to an unbi-
ased examination, if he be found to have suffered injustice
at your hand, proving that he has been treated wrongly
by you, I shall protect him. If on the contrary, the run-
away slave be found not to have had a sufficient cause, I
shall return him to his master.”

Orimakos, it is seen, thus recognized and upheld slavery
as an institution, only punishing its abuses. This fact

13 By the word used in Athensus meaning signet or seal we are probably to
anderstand a contrivance of some kind for locking up the store-homses and
granaries—locks and keys.
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ocorresponds with the ancient opinion that slavery was
right; a thing not at all to be wondered at, considering
the prevalence of thisaged institution and the inculcation
of the competitive system through its massive religious
and political machinery, based upon an unscrupulous
ownership alike of men and things, by the ancient law of
entailment and primogeniture. We do not find that the
slave system was ever publicly and boldly and philosophi-
cally denounced as an institution. But it is certain that
it was fought in the secret unions and communes untit
Jesus daringly came out in open discourse against it and
founded Christianity upon the new basis of absolute
equality of man, which was essentially, as the results have
proved, a revolution or upturning of the entire system of
paganism and its heathenish discrimination between the
grandee and his buman chattels; and to him niust be
ascribed the authorshilgrof the idea of unconditional eman-
cipation. But while Drimakos could not unscrupulously
war with slavery as an institution his course is exactly in
line with the great movement of his day which in other
chapters we are describing ™ in these arguments. He be-
trays himself in the foregoing speech to have been, like
Eunus, a soothsayer, or prophet, or Messiah, such as the
innumerable sodalicia and thiasoi, or labor unions every-
where possessed. He, like Spartacus, Blossius, Eunus,
and the rest, was infused with this strange, everywhere-
prevailing idea of some Messiah coming to the redemption
of the poor slave. All the slave runaways were supersti-

" tious, and used in good faith and in harmonious consis-

tency with their creed, this nympholepsy of the Messiah,
long before the real Messiah came.”

These conditions of Drimakos were readily agreed to
by the Chian capitalists, who were not in a condition to
refuse. In consequence, 80 soon as the stipulations’ were
formally signed thcg went into effect and the slave-kin
for many years had only to send his troops boldly an
openly on their strange marauding adventures, always tak-

14 See chapter xxii and elsewhere, on Trade Unions which adduces proof that
the freedmen arose out of slavery through their own efforts and argued up the
{dea from their own narrower basis. .

18 Consult Liiders, Die Dionysischen Kanstler, Foucarts, Associations Religicuses
for the Greek, and Mommsen, de Collegit et Sodalicits Romanorum for the latin
unions, passim. 16 See Blicher, .Aufst. d. unf. Ardb. S, 79.
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ing quantities by weight and measure as agreed ugon, and
always locki%up the storehouses and granaries when the
left them. e result was a mercy to the whole islan
which had been hitherto infested with robbers. It is not
stated, but left to be inferred from the sequel, that Dri-
makos drave all other robbers from the island; for we
know that his armed force, now legalized, acted as a sort
of police to_the whole personality and property of the peo-
ple, slaves included. He adhered with severity to the stip-
ulation of the agreement and when runaways appeared to
him for protection he instituted a strict investigation of
their case; those not having been maltreated being always
sent back to their owners. This of course had the effect
to cause masters to treat their slaves with kindness and
never to overwork or otherwise abuse them, lest they in-
cur the terrible wrath of the god-favored umpire seated
on his throne among the crags and eagles-nests of the
mountains. On the other hand the would-be runaways
were surer to reflect cautiously before making the attempt,
being in deadly fear at the just judgment of the despot
before whom they were to be arraigned for trial imme-
diately after their suit before him for protection. Thus
the revolted slave became not only an absolute ruler, king
and general-in-chief of the slave population, but also, in
some respects, a judge in a court of justice with a stand-
ing army at command to enforce his decisions—an umpire
over the whole population, bond and free.

Years rolled by and Drimakos felt old age approaching,
yet did not flinch from what he considered the dignity
and honor of his plan of justicee He remained at the
helm, punishing or rewarding like a czar, until he was old
and feeble and weary of a lengthier existence. He had
a friend in the person of a young man, also & psomokolo-

hos or runaway, who probably deserved this appellative

or being pliant and perhaps a little parasitical and given
to the recipiency of tit-bits in payment for flatteries in-
geniously brought to the old man’s ear. He,like many of
the other slaves, was a native of a distant land, having
when very young been kidnapped or taken a prisoner of
war, and as & victim to the vicious slave-trade, sold to the
planters of Chios. He was one of those young fugitive
slaves who had proved his grievance under the investiga-
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tion, been accepted, retained and trusted. Drimakos
loved him and confided in his youthful honesty.

Meantime the Chians, unsatisfied with what they re-
garded as their burden, offered a large reward in gold to
whomsoever should bring them the head of Drimakos.
This they did against Ltheir true interests; since at that mo-
ment while under the eagle-eyed justice of this weird old
judge in the mountain cliffs, their true interests were being
1more reasonably and economically subserved than ever be-
fore or afterwards, as the sequel of this story bears record.
Perhaps the old man in his peevishness was grieved by
their ingratitude in offering a bounty on his head. At
any rate, we are told that he grew weary of his hoary
hairs and enfeebling senectitude, and resolved that the
ungrateful masters should pay the bounty and take the
consequences whether of pleasure or of regret. In other
wordsqhe resolved to send them his head and make it
bring its price in gold!

In our own days of comparative sympathies and sensi-
Ybilities a resolution like this could scarcely emanate from
any on other than & madman; and our first judgment,
shocked at the bare conceptlion, is that no horror so ap-
pelling could have been devised by anything saner than
some idiocracy of an errant brain. Bat 2,000 years have
softened the human mind which, though yet cruel and
sometimes even savage, is 80 comparatively tender that it
z:onely misjudges the motives and the drastio will which

E lled some acts of our progenitors.

imakos resolved toshuffle off his mortal coil. Calling
to him the friend whose name our informants have not
transmitted to us, he spoke to him in the following char-
acteristic words:

“Boy, I have brought thee up nearest to me, ever with
the emotions of confidence and love more than that felt
for all others of mankind. Thou art child and son and
all that to me is dear. I have lived out my span, I have
lived long enough; but thou art still young and hast blood
and hope and sprightliness, and there is much before thee.
Thou shalt become a good and brave man.

8on, the city of the Chiansis offering to him that bringeth
them my head a sum of money and promising him his
freedom. Therefore thy duty is to cut off my head, take
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it to them, receive thy reward, return home to thy father-
land and be happy.”

The innocent youth at the thought of such an ungrate-
ful and sickening atrocity, refused for the first time to
obey his benefactor, and struggled hard to change the
old man’s determination, but in vain. Having resolved,
he was inexorable. When the youth found him fixed in
his horrible resolution and knew by long acquaintance
with him that it was unalterable, he allowed: himself to be
persuaded.

The slave-king laid his head upon the block and the
youth cleft it with the axe of the executioner!

Having buried the body of his friend and patron, the
youth took the head to the city, received its price, his free-
dom and an amnesty and departed for his home with
wealth and distinction.

The Chians did not long rejoice over their boasted cap-
ture of the head of the land-pirate. Soon after he was
dead the runaway slaves with whom the rocks and forests
of that rugged countrywereinfested, being no longer un-
der the restraint of the ever vigilant Drimakos, returned
to their wonted habits of pillage by land and piracy by
sea. The Chians were poignantly reminded of the error
they had committed in their harsh measures against the
powerful but just chieftain, who, for many years had held
the discontented and warlike freebooters under control
The fugitive slaves re-began their work of robbery and
devastation. Readopting their former habits of plunder
based on revenge a8 well as want, they ceased to be an or-
ganized body following a stipulated arrangement like that
which so long had existed between Drimakos and the
Chian people, and became a desperate gang of land pirates
and outlaws,

The treachery of the Chians in securing the removal of
Drimakos thus recoiled upon themselves in shape of a
calamity. They remembered the prophetic words of the
martyred chieftain, that the gods had espoused the cause
of the poor slaves and were angry with their masters. A
feeling remembrance, kindling a high degree of respect
for him now set in, and both combined to produce a ven-
eration which caused them to erect a tomb or mausoleum
over his grave, which the Greeks called a keraon, and he be-
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ocame the object of hero worship. This was nolessastruct-
:.re than a temple dedicated to Drimakos, the now deified
ero.

Such was the sublimity of the subject that this Aeroon
or temple arose so splendid and enduring that its ruins*
remain to this day and have been the object of study by
archseologists and other students from more than a dozen
points of view.* The superstitions of the times now came
in play in the flexible imaginations of these people. They
persuaded themselves that they often saw in the gloom of
night the ghost of Drimakos, now as before their friend,
a8, bony-fingered and spectral, it appeared to warn the
Chians of some foul plot his fellow runawaysand brigands
were concocting t:gainst their lives and property. And
many a time were the lurking filibusters thus checkmated
in their manceuvres, ambuscades and sallies, and many a
time defeated in their bloody designs by the wan and
stalking ghost of Drimakos. Curiously enough this super-
stition was mutual between bond and free; for the brig-
ands themselves worshipped the manes of Drimakos as
their hero also; and always first brought to his mausoleum
the richest trophies of their maraudinug expeditions before
d.iagming to.their caverns with the rest.

weird and romantio does this tale of the wild men of
ancient Scio sound that we have hesitated before allowing
it to contribute its enriching lessons and charms, lest it
prove unable to bear the criticism of our learned but
skfj:tio readers, But when our eye at last caught the
iling assurances of its trustworthiness from savantglike
Dr. Karl Bucher, and other learned teachers of philology,
and from their pen we obtained the bracing words that not
the slightest doubt* exists as o the credibility of the story,
we ventured to bring it forth upon its merits as another
instance of labor’s hardships and struggles for existence.

¥ Consult k bei Hermann. S. 40, 16.

1 8ee Ross Travels in the islands ; Inscription de Scio, No. 72..

19 Bticher Aufstdnde der Unfreien Arbeiter, 8. 88. * Mag man eingeine Ztige
@eser Geschichte romanhaft finden, es bietet sich auch nicht der leisiste Grund.
an fhrer Echtheit zn zweifeln, und selbst wenn die kiugen chiischen Kaunfaute
sie zur Erklsmn% des Herodns und als Absehreckungsmittel fhre Sclaven er-

funden bitten, bliebe si
Zustknde.” , e darum weniger ein treues Spiegefbfid vorbandener



CHAPTER VIIL

VIRIATHUS:

A GREAT REBELLION IN SPAIN.

Tax Roman Slave System in Spain—Tyranny in Lusitanig—
Massacre of the People—Oondition: beforg the Qutbreak—,
First Appearance of Viriathus—A Shepherd on his Native,
Hills—A Giant in Stafure and Intellect—He takes Com-
mand—Vetillius ‘Outwitted—Captured and Slain—Conflic
in Tartessus—Romatis again ‘Beaten—Battle of the Hill of
Venus—Viridthus Slaughters another army and Hutililiates'
Rom bria Oaptured—Arrival of Ah ue—He' is
OQut-generaled and :at 1ast Beaten by Viristhus—More:Bat+.
tles and Viptories. for the. FarmeraArtizel iof: Plautius
with, Fresh Roman Soldiers—Viriathps made JKing——Mors;
Victories—Treason, Conspiracy apd, Treachery, Lurking in,

his' Camps—Murdered by . his own "Pey_fjd;of\alg, inere—
2

Pomp at His Funeral—Relentless'Véngearice o
—Cricifixion aiid worse Blavery than before—The’ ‘Cac

. T AT TN PUCTORRP: R TUIRY (I PAD S S § DO TN
by!l‘hl;:lt:oneufnl w‘g?m ta_Rome, of the,m Busia ek
whi , agreeably to the inve apothe
of Cato: “delenda est. Carthago,” the:land of the ferri
Hannibal was chopped to pieces and its inhabitants butch-
ered or sold into slavery, caiifed an enorméts dméuht of
suffering to the human race, . o .

Not only did the spitit of greed cause. Roman land 'e’glei_s‘-]
ulators to press the enforcement of the slave laws which
seized prisoners and consigned thein'to the most cruel
wholesale bondage in Asia-Minor, Italy and Sicily, but it
extended this mischief, also into sunny Spain.
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Oné of the main causes of the rebellion of ihner emo-
tiong of the celebrated Tiberius Gracchus against Rome,
goading him to become the champion of a reform in favor
of the poor, was the wretchedly enslaved condition of the
working people in all countries under Roman domination.
Their terrible conditich in Etruria was no worse than in
Numantia in Spain. - He had seen the indescribable suffer-
ing at Carthage, when nearly the entire population were
eitlier put to the sword or sold in slavery. Spain was on
the verge of rebellion everywhere. Roman conquest had
but a few yeais before, stricketi Epirus a fruitful land
eastward from Italy. Paulus Zmilius tore from the farm-
ers of this region upwards of £2,000,000 of their savings
in gold, and after the bittle of Pydra, seized no less than
150,000 people by order of the Roman Senate. These
pecple, nesrly all fariméers and other workers, were dragged
from their homes and sold for slaves. Seventy cities were
sacked and destroyed. . - | . co

Towns, villages, cities oft évery side, ds well as farms
and small industiies; with their unions and communes,
were reduced to s desolate waste, and the eople, who
‘were still alive, whether sufféring under the lash of mas-
fers in 4 fprei%; land, or gasping utider tyrannhy at home,
weré burning With bitterneds, revetigefiiness, hatred and
other lirking pakgions, and kitking into degeneracy, reck-
Yueridel H0d povertyt - - - o

Such, wag also the misefble status of affairs ;n Spdid
ifl the'yéar B: C. 149, whén our story 0f Viriathus begins.

- O}d Lusitania before the Roman tonqtiests, was a popu-
lots and ehterpeisitig’ totintry. - There Weré associdtions,
of the Lasjtanian laboring people, whieh under some favor-
ablé ryles had existed 80 long tkat they Had become rich.
Traces of their enterprise .are still to. be seen in form of
temples, bridges and roadd. It appears to have been in
their dsys of highest glory:thet Rome, with a blackening
curse of human glavery, struck this beautiful, suinny clime
and ity contented, happy angd, prosperons people.

‘Gur story begins with a perfidious piece of treachery of
one Servius Sulpiciug Galba, who conitanded the Roman
army of invasion in Spain. Like Verres in Sicily, Galba

P T N PR SR R .
o “lutarch, Paslus Zimilius; Livy, XL. 25-28; Wallace, Numbers ¢f Mankind,
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seemed to have no moral respect for humanity. He
worked his plans to secure the confidence of these people
and when tlll)e opportunity arrived, gerﬁdiously murdered
them in great numbers, seized and dragged others into
slavery and robbed their country of its gold with which
he afterwards, in spite of old Cato’s efforts to have him
punished, bought himself free from the sentence of the
law at Rome. Soon after these outrages of Galba, Rome
withdrew many of the soldiers from Spain and the peo-
ple rallied with greater determination than ever, to re-
trieve their losses. They were mostly farmers and me-
chanics, and men of strong, well established principles.
Among those who had the fortune to escape from the
last massacre of Galba was a young man named Viriathus,
He is represented by Diodorus as almost a giant in stat-
ure® and a person born to command, He was endowed
by nature with the rare faculties of honor and truthful-
ness, while at the same time leading the life of & hunter, a
shepherd and finally of a border warrior in .defense of
himself and his kindred. An excellent description of
Viriathus is left us by Diodorus in a short fragment of
his histories which have been fortunately preserved. This
fragment, while it represents him to have been a robber,
extols at the same breath his honor for distributing the
plunder among his men.* ng :(;;euh of him as a man of
warlike ‘qualiﬁcations, having experience 88 & mouns
The charge against him, of being a lawless bandit is no
longer maintained by authors, since the the circumstances
under which he careered, show of themselves, that he did
-8 . XXXIII. . V. enta: © Oi-
avvepydy ixwr xal Thy 1ol mip'afo! :ﬂmv' xai yap pioun, xai v:xu. yal 1 Té» Aoiwar

Hepav euxirnaig, woAd Sujveyxs Tav' Ifpwy, auveidige 8 avrdy -Tpody mdv bAL
yvuvaciows 8¢ wohAois xp'gnr ar, kal Uwve udxp wévov Tod dvayraiov. xadéAov

aud @Y aUvexes, Kai ApaTais eis dywvas xadiovdmeros, wep: vere wapd
"::! wkmfn, xﬂy«p&v avros gpd mrcxé m:: npx davrdv A ‘!‘r‘ﬂpouu-
xal wpoxéwrey &v Tois woAéuois, ov pdérov édav & dAxip, xai oTpary.

yeiv édofe Scadepévrus.”

8 Idem, Kaxcerpt de Virt. et Vit. pag. 501: *"Oru Oieplardos & Aforapyos &
Avairavds kai Sixatos §v év rais Siavovais Ty Aaddpwr, xai xar’ éfiey Tiudy voig
dvdpayadijoavras éfatpérors &ipou, ire 8i oUSiv dwios éx TRV KOLVEY VOO sevos.
8id xai ovréfaive Tovs A s wpodvué ovyxdvreiewr airy, Tindvras
olovel Tiva xowvdr eve, xai coripat’’

‘Epitom, of Historiarum, Libri, LTI, * Virlathus in Hispania primum
ex pastore venator, ex venatore latro, mox justi quoque exercitus dux factus,
totam Lueitaniam occupavit.”
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nothing which any patriot would not be bound to do in
defense of home, family and friends. What the ancient
authors seem to be prejudiced against him for, is the fact
that, like Athenion and Spartacus, he was poor and that
he belonged to the lowly and strictly laboring class. But
even with the excusable charge against him that he was
a robber, we find very few who do not speak highly of him
as a great leader and a man of uncommon justioce. -

The only thing Galba and Lucullus seem to have been
able to think of, when sent from Rome into Spain, was to
plunder at an unlimited cost of suffering and blood. Cheat-
ing, deceiving, working deeds of treachery against the
people and amassing gold was their single object; and to
get the gold from Spain and carry it as their own per-
sonal property to Rome, was their bent and determina-
tion.*

Among the few Lusitanians who escaped from the last
massacre of Galba,was Viriathus. He adroitly forewarned
himself and a few friends, of a treacherous plot, just at
the moment of its consummation and with difficulty extri-
cated himself, although great numbers of innocent people
were murdered or enslaved. His opportunity was now
at hand, and he informed the shattered remnant of the
band, of which it appears he was at the time, little above
the rank and file, that if they would entrust the future
command of their forces to him, he would lead them out
in safety. In aspeach he told them that they were too
confiding; that the Romans were ‘utterly devoid of all in-
stincts of truthfulness or honor, and that the only tactics
in future to be pursued must be based upon the idea of
treating them as enemies; that whatever the hypocritical
pretence of either the Roman senate, or its inhuman emis-
saries that Spain was in need of protection, the truth at
the bottom was, that Rome wanted the whole of this fair
and fruitful land, its productive mines, its waving grain
fields, its fisheries, timber forests and gems, for her great

& Appian, Iveria, 60: Li% . XLIX. remarks that Cato was stern
enough to have Galba punis t the trial came to naught: the infamous
traitor had too much gold at command: ‘ Quum L. Scribonius tribanus plebis
rogationem promuligasset, ut Lusitani, qui, in idem populi Romant deditt, a Ser,
Galba jn Galliam venissent, in libertatem restituerentur, M. Cato acerrime sua-
sit. Exstat oratio in Annaltbus eius inclusa.. Q. Fulvius Nobilior, et saepe ab
00 in senatn laceratus. respondit pro Galba. Ipse (luoque Gllblﬁ quum se dam-
nari viderit, complexus duos filios praetextatos, et Sulpicii Gallf fillium, culus
Lutor erat, ita miserabiliter pro se locutus est, ut ragatio antiquaretur.”
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lords; and she only wanted these inestimable resources
worked for such arrogant darlings of her aristocracy, not
by free labor but by that of slavos, subjugated through
plots and systematized perfidy. Give me, said Viriathus,
the unlimited command of your brave warriors and I will
rid the land of our fathers of these mortal foes.

The speech won the distinguished sympathy of the
governors. The tall mountaineer received-the full com-
mand of the army; and now begins one of the most re-
markable series of successes, wrought amid difficulties,
cruelties and transient triumphs, to be found in the his-
tory of Rome. These extraoxdin: contosts lasted, ac-
cording to various authors from eight to twenty years.*

After the departure to Rome of Galba and Lucullus,
with their gold, & preetor or governof; named. Gaius Vet-
ilius was entrusted by the Romans, with the care of the
Spdnish - pogséssions; and Viriathus -thus left- ‘the flocks
nunder his eare in-the mounttins and valleys of his home
to take permanent charge of the brokenand disheartened
army which had regained some spirit, however, on aceount

of the evacuation.of sheir territory by Galba, and began
mamhang down-into the fertile valleys of Turdetania. «

- Vetilins met them- promptly, and before the new com-
mander could organize his troops, ox perhaps:before he
really'got command, gained a victory, driving them back
and forced. ghef 10 agree to, and almost conclude an un-
oondmonal mn'ender. .Thxs—was penhaps thé a.usp:onous

: L L
¢ We here giv cﬂm several nﬂu{ﬂm for the duration of these wars,

f Galba tothe magon of Viriathus consecatively 38 ollA
Apbll‘:m %«g’ , pat’ tctabom!y '-l 16 w:;

g» Twuaior wdAfuds’ xpi po Sones 7 o»,mo« wéAgvar, ob“n ﬁvnka
wiaiows kai Sva arov avrols ‘ycvéplvov, wvaquv, ¢u.6-4uvou wmn Tol avrod
xpérev wepl 'I’mtuv lMd Iﬁyvm .

mtorem. eius

. L . 0 Vetilium
exercitvn, ’gpu* r‘olt quem Clg‘ant [us praetor nilillo ;eu ftid rem geult un-
-t‘ 'rhln h‘utdgrs:ae fulqbu qt& dlﬂ! t
0 " oun care: pren
B S O e el S SR 1 s seras e
88, W, orps, o8 4] T 8

n yem. m%‘(')lmms Fistorite Adsereus Pdgaflwn, Ye 4, :itao.::u 8 tg‘lkg ;:':l;smw

W anud evidently
ment n'o”'L vy; for nlde putging the wm'of Virathus -sﬁ years, he
uses almost the same langua; degcribi 5 the man: ‘‘Quoo metu Viriathus a
suis interfectus est, cum quatuordecim ann Huspanlu adversum Romanos me-
vigget. Paator primo fuit, mox latronum dux, postremo tantos sd ballum popu-
los concitavit, ut assertor contra Romanos His putaretar.”
* Vallejus Pnterculu Brevigrium Historye nee, 1ib. I1I. cap. 90 declaree
the duration of the wars withi Viriathus to have been 20 years, an undonbqulx
Mommeen in patting if at 8 with Appian, is entirely Wwrong; Ry
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‘Ynoment at which Viriathus first showed himself and made
higr z;]peel?:;d a8 ge have just recountetz.h frmlv into
i8 samnud, on getting the reins y in
his hands, in{r uced a method of tactics little understood
or anticipated by the Romans. He made an unexpected
revolt against the stipulations of capitulation then being
drawn up, accompanying the same with a dash of his
.troops, and by a series of twists and turns in which the
swiftest of the Spanish cavalry were brought into play,
succeeded in extricating the little army so entirely from
the grasp of Vetilius that he effected a retreat into a rocky
woodland, and there safely spent the night in rest and
needed refreshment, and the follawing day in religious
purifications according to the Spanish oreed.” The flight,
aocording to.Appian, and :others, was accomplished by
dividing the army into several parts, each under the com-
mand of a'trusted léader, with orders to reunite at a given
point, and with. 1,000. horses under his own command he
covered. their retreat, firat galloping to the rescue of one
d then the other. In this mannerthey all reached Tri-
la in safety, after. holding’ their pursuers.in cheek for
two days by :means of various expedients of consuramate
ingenuity 1n .which. he took advantage of.the wild and
wgged shape of the land.' * :
this time he was marching southward toward the
sfrait of Gades, to the ancient Cartein. Vetiling could illy
brook.the escape of . his game which so short a time be-
fore he believed to be in his band. .He made a desperate
wffori to frustrate the splendid retreat of the.Spanish army,
but Viriathus decayed him into an ambash at the.féot of
the Hill of Venus where a celebrated. battle was fought,
which Appian and others graphically deseciibe.’ -
It was & deep’ e, thick-set with briars, rocks, forest
trees and other o gtions, which puzzled the best army
R MA‘JA&“&'KWMM’&&JM faaut rad wa e rethen-
sus securos Slg&obrlgenm et sacrificio cum maxime oecugntos oppressit.”
e B St P s LS
;‘?t'ﬂlatw! P ol aﬁi’v!'s"’ ey ou 'v “gtlﬁ%:v::&"m‘ 3;? m‘pﬂ &rp::: xai
awepiay b3ov wai trwers L IR

" # Consalt also Dion Cassius, Historie, LXXVIIL, p. 83, Wess.; Frontin,
% hm:. II. cap. 10, Ment:o n:lﬁil:humol.tho g"ﬁ :tbrq';u o: strate-
i a8 dllposko r oecal cos misit, rent pecora
!::lohﬂ nsium : ad quae llrl’vlndlmnda cnmg:: uentes frgcurriumt simulan-
tesque fugam praedatores persequerentar, deducti in insidias caesique sunt:”
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unaccustomed to mountain life but which least tormented’
& man like Viriathus, whose life had been that of a hunter

and shepherd among glens and precipices. It was about
the time when Viriathus, after his three days retreat, was

entering the town of Tribola, that Vetilius and his men
made a desperate effort to seize him. Some of the Span-

ish detachments were out reconnoitring when they were

set upon by a heavy body of Romans in the ledge, and.
after many hours of severe fighting the Romans lost their

general and gave way with a loss in killed of about 5,000

soldiers—a half of their entire force. It was soon after-

wards discovered that Vetilius had met one of the hardy

mountaineers, and in a hand to hand encounter had been

taken prisoner by him." Most writers agree that the

Roman general was mortally wounded in this encounter.

It was a great and bloody victory. .

Immediately after the triumph of Viriathus at the Hill
of Venus, an immense number of slaves and free tramps
whose condition was worse than that of slaves, came into
the camp from all quarters, to offer themselves as soldiers;
and although we do not find much in the fragments of
history left us on this rebellion, yet it cannot be doubted
that a very large army was called into being; and this was
probably the prime secret of the continued train of suc-
cesses attending the career of the insurgents.

There wasanother army in Spain, subject to Rome, con-
sisting of Spanish militia and mercenaries, or perhaps
freedmen who had been impressed into the Roman ser-
vice. These, 5,000 strong, on the arrival of the news of
the disaster to Vetilius, struck out in a rapid march from
their quarters on the river Ebro.

The eye of Viriathus was however on the lookout for
them. He marched a large force to waylay, and prevent
them from joining the enemy who had by this time so
far recovered as to show an army of 16,000 men, now
marching toward Gades the old Tartesssus. He met them
at some convenient place and in a second battle destroyed
them so completely that nothing was left of the force

10 Diodorus, Bibliotheca Historica, XX XIII, Eclog. V. ‘‘Zvveidiae 8t adrdw
rgw j kév bAiyp, yvpvagiows 8 woAdois xpRodds, kai Txve uévov dvaykaiov: «addAov
! mx.,mp.- guvexis, ki dnpiots xal Aparais sis dyavas kadioréueros, repiBoy-
705 dyévero wapd Tois WAjDeTL, Kai Nyeur avrois Ppidy, xai raxd ovoryma wepl
davrdv yporev jdpoiae.”

1 Appian, Hi Romana, idem, 63,
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worthy of being henceforth considered an auxiliary to the
mans.

All these manceurvres, viotories, and vicissitudes oocu-
pied the year; and by the time the Romans were snugly
fortifying themselves in Tartessus, news of the defeat
of the armies and death of the governor arrived at Rome.
Gaius Plautius was dispatched to the scene with a large
reinforcement of 13,000 men, consisting of 10,000 foot
and 3,000 horse. :

But in the meantime, Viriathus was realizing his high-
est glory socially and politically, among his own people.
He redeemed from its bondage, and reoccupied, the whole
province of Karpetania; and large as the Roman army was,
they dared not make an attempt against him. He was
made a king and given powers and position which be-
came princely but not magnificent; for he refused to ac-
cept anythihg but his wonted frugal fare. Ho only claimed
to be an honest shepherd and workingman. They mar-
ried him to a lady of high estate and wealth but all he
would accept was herself, leaving {0 those who were flat-
tered by gew-gaws, the shallow pleasures of jewels and

old. His only ambition was to divert his natural gifts
g‘om s profession of intrinsic value in the-field of labor,
to that of the military camp, until he should redeem his
feople from slavery and danger into which they had been

orced by the Roman conquests. - He was witty and bright,
and he surpassed his fellows in physical stature. An in.
defatigable worker, he always slept in full armor and
fought in the front ranks; and even at the moment of
highest triumph ever refused to indulge in intemperance
of any kind."

After the arrival of Plautius, as prsetor or governor from
Rome, with the large force of 13,000 mén, as we have
mentioned, and time had been taken to reorganize the
broken remnants stated by Appian to number 16,000 men,
an expedition was arranged to bring the daring revolter to

" punishment. But in the first dash, Viriathus attacked his

detachment of 4,000 and almost exterminated them. In a
succession of engagements and strategems Plautius was so

18 Dion Cassius, Histord®, LXXVIIL. S0 also, Diodorus, Biblitheca Romana
1ib, XXXIII. fragmenta. All such excellent points of character of the great Lu-
sitanian Chieftain are mentioned by these ancient authors; consult also Bekker,

Viriathws und dte Lusitaner.
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completely hacked to pieces that he retired in midsummer
into winter quarters, at a safe distance from the now dreaded
Spaniard. This disastex to the Roman prtor was so com-
plete that he never recovered from it, and was afterwards
driven into exile and di 2

The next general sent out from Rome against Viriathus
was the son of Paulus Amilius, who a few years before had
dragged into slavery 150,000 people, after the battle of
Pydna, in Epirus. His full name was Quintus Fabius Max-
imus Amilianus. He brought with him an army of 15,000
foot soldiers and a cavalry force of 2,000, which added to-
those already in Spain but now in a8 demoralized condition
must have aggregated a force of little less than 50,000,**
Fabius Maximus pitched his camp at Orsona, not, far from
where the city of Seville now stands, and remained there
until the next year, closely watched by Viriathus. .

This Roman gpvernor seems to have left the command toa

raon less capable than himself whose name was Quingtius;

or the Spaniard lured him into some conflict which seems

to_ have geen deadly. Appian is not clear as to what 1‘{
was, but speaks of the shrewd mancuvres of Viriathus, an
of a battle, the results of which were the loss of many, by
hard fighting. The inference is, that both’ Amilianus and
Quinctius were defeated and destroyed ; for we next Begr
of the arrival from Bome, of another general, guinw Ser-
vilianus, a ‘near relative of the same .gmilius aulus. '
* This geversl brought with him two whole legions and ten
glephants-from Utica, & town northward from Carthage in
Africa. This new_force, in addition to the elephants, con-
Bis ﬁgf 18,000 foot and 1,600 horse, Segvilianus had lit-
tle difficulty in marching with this army thréugh pg;vgm,lg t

e districts which had veen reconquered by, Viriathys. ,He

ok many of the leaders of the rebellion, qndl'lw?g st one
time as many as 500 killed for taking part in the revglt.
Great numbers were sold into glavery. &hgse cayght, who
were found to have turned against  the Bomans, were
cruelly treated by having their hands cut off. '

[ty 3

18 Appian, Historia R , Tberta, 65: ‘‘Kal wapd rov oiupdxwr ovpardy

AAer ‘aitheas, hxer' is “Opowna mic-"IBgmias qrumerTan ixer tefobs . aupiove nel
wevraxiaxihiovs kai irmdas és ScoxiAiovs.”
.- 14 Applan, Héstoria. N , 67: ‘“"Amavras és pupiovs xai dxraxiayiiie
ovs welovs kai inwdas éfanowiovs-imi xsAiots. dmoreihas 8¢ xai Muxiyyp T Nopadwy
':::‘o\g.c wépw o ol TaxWTA iMidarras, 45 ITVkkgy §Feiyero, THP aTpaTIGY dywy xaTd
népos. .
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len iriathus, who was watching his ppportunity,
Qa’\'?;ht ,tgg;)lg R%txgan :ﬂ the pie :?p }h?town g?oErisanZ,
1d after a severe contest defeated him. Driven to & rocky
ledge in an angle from which it was impossible to escape, the
victorious Spaniards had him completely in their power.

.Here, at the zenith of a lov‘hst of brilliant successes,
virtually closes the Elory of Viriathus. He was so foolish
a8 to let his sympathies get the better of hig judgment.

" So complete was this victory overServilianus that he wase
Jad to treat on any terms; and the syrprising se(}]tuel is, that

e terms offered, iy Viriathus and accepted at.Rome were
30 mild. ~ T'he’Spaniard was to be acknowledged king over
his native country of Lusitanis, and hencéforward to bé re-
garded as a brother or ally to the Romans!

Of course this farnished Rome another period of time to
recuperate and-concoct new schemes of treachery. This
she ({id,‘,by sending the perfidious Cepio to take the place
of Servilianus, aud he was not long in bribing the friends
of Viriathus to turn against their long trusted master and
murder him in bis sleep.

An enormous, far-sounding wake accompanied by gladia-
torial orgies of shocking ferocity, washeld over his remains.
The date of this '%reat‘ revolt in Spain is fixed at 149 years
before Christ. This disgraceful trinmph of Ceepio was fol-
lowed by the enslavement of innumerable peasants, traders
and working people, and the end was worse than the be-
ginning. :

If we are to believe Vellejus Paterculus, the great wars
of Viriathus against the Roman slave trade—for it was
nothing less—Ilasted about 20 years; and taking all things
into comnsideration, it could not have been a shorter time,
although belittled by the historians. Mommsen is anx-
ious to make it appear but 8 years, agreeing with Appian.
In the account of Spartacus, written by Vellejus, we found
this historian’s statement as to the great numbersof that
general’s men, to perfectly agree with the circumstances
in the case, although it throws a flood of light, clearing up
and making perfectly reasonable, the details of that great
war; and showing it to have been one of the most pro-
digious conflicts ever known. Yet great efforts seem to
have been made to suppress the history of Spartacus, and
modern authors appear surprisingly anxious to perpet-
uate the suppression of it.

4
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The whole matter of Viriathus bears the appearance
of having been caused by a wholesale offort on the part
of the Roman gens or lords, to reduce Spain to slavery, to
choke her liberty-loving people down to chains, dungeons
and unpaid, enforced labor, turn her fruitful lands into
glave-worked plantations and stock-farms latifundia, asin
Sicily, and thus build up an arrogant landed aristocracy.
The immense and long-continued resistance of this hum-
" ble working man held that powerful race of optimates in
check ; and it may be one of the principal reasons of their
having never succeeded in brutalizing the Spaniards as
- they did the people of Sicily.
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CHAPTER IX.
EUNUS.
GRIEVANCES,, MORE, SALVATION ON
THE VINDICTIVE PLAN.,

Tae Trasomye Iupryse in its Highest Development and most
enormousQrgsniz‘ation—drehbest of all Strikes found on Rec-
ord—Gigantic Growth of Slavery—General View of Sicilian
I)nn’dlorgism" and Servitude: before the Qutbreak—Great In-
crease of Bondsmen and Women—Enna, Home of the God-
desy Cered; becomes the Stronghold of the Great Uprising—
Euaus; his Pedigree-—He.is. made King of the Sldves—Story
of-his .13 Years', Reign—Somebody, ashamed ta confess. i

hu_plﬁgif;iﬁhqilllub%r;u.—'tge F ll:gggq_nél ofuI’)io«:?nﬁs‘m

ather Noble Authors Reveg| the . ~Cruyelties of Damo-
';xgl'us and Megallis, the iqunledigte C‘fus‘g of the Grievatice—.

ugus, Slave; Fire- sr, Leader, Messiah, Kiu’gh—Venge-
arice-—Th& innoceht Daughter—Sympathy hand-in-hand with.

Trascibflity: against-Avarice—Wise Seleotior .by- Eunus, of

Achwmus as Lieatenant-Coungil of War—Mase-meeting—A'

Plan agreed to-~Oruelty.of the SlayesrTheir Army—The

War begun—Prisons broken open sad 60,000 Convicte worke

ing in the Iiergamwsa set free—Quotations—Sweeping Extinc-

tion of the Rich—Large Numbers of Free Tramps join—An-
other prodigious Uprising in Southern .8icily—Cleon—Con-
jectures regsarding this Obscure’ Military Geenius—Union of

JEunus, Aehseus and Cleon—Harmony—Victories over the

Rowmnans—Insurgent Force rises to 200,000 Men—Proof—

Overthrow and Extinction of the Armies of Hypsus—Man-

lius—Lentulys—The \Kict;oriouq,Workingme?fye-no;Quu‘ber

—FEunus.a8 Mimio, taunts his Enemies by Mock Theatrical;

Open-Air Plays in the SBieges—OQities’ fall into his Hands—

His Speeches—Moral Aid through the Social Struggle with
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Gracchus at Rome—Arrival of 8 Roman Army under Piso—
Beginning of Reverses—Qrucifixions—Demoralization—Fall}
of Messana—Siege of Enna—Inscriptions verifying History
—Romans Repulsvd—Arrival of Rupilius—Siege of Tauroma-
nion—Wonderful Death of Comanus—Cannibalism—The
City falls—Awful Orucifixions—Second Siege of Enna—Its
20,000 People are crucified on the Gibbet—Eunus captured
and Devoured by Lice in a Roman Dungeon—Disastrous
End of the Rebellion or so-called Servile War,

Tree enornous growth of slavery just before the begin-
ning of the Christian era was the cause of several of the
most gigantic and bloody uprisings the world has ever
known. Those convulsive episodes invariably arose from
maltreatment of workingmen and women. Dr. Bacher,
whose delineations we 8o often qaote, shows that the
necessary workmen for supplying slave material to man
the great estates which the Roman lords, about this time
were grasping from the original cultivators who farmed
the government land on shares thus turning them out of
house and home, were bought and sold as common goods
at ridiculously low prices. !

In B. C. 103 there were at Rome soarcely 2,000 persons
owning ptroperty considered taxable, such was the enor-
mous monopoly of the public lands and of other property
by a few.? These few property owners were proportion-
ally richer and their management of the army and of the
legislature, for suppressing uprisi.ug of the outcasts and
the enslaved proletaries was so much the more unlimited.
The freedmen who had many organizations for protection
which for centuries they had enjoyed when slaves were
comparatively few, now found their unions, their busi-
ness, their homes and freedom undermined and supplanted
by countless hordes of slaves as prisoners of war, victims
of the prodigious slave trade going on between Rome and
foreign markets. When Tarentem was captured, B. C. 209,
there were sold 30,000 war prisoners.®* In B. C. 207, af-

1BlUcher, Aufstdnde der wnfreion Arbeiter, 8, 85-86; “Tit. Liv, XLI. 28:
Sen pronii Graochi consulis i'nperio auspioiogue legio exercitusque populi
Romani Sardiniam subegit. Inea provincia hostium ceesa aut capta supra
octoginta milia.” We elsewhere quote in our copious footnotes the sources-
whence modern authors derive their figures.

$ Strabo Geographica, xiv. 668; Apulejus, IX.
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2
ter the battle of Metaurus, 5,400 were captured and sold.
In B. C.. 200 at least 15,000 were siezed and sold. In B. C.
187, the event of the return of Tiberius Graechus from
Sardinia, the faet that 80,000 men, women and children
had been either killed or sold into perpetual slavery, was
broughtto light. Because Graochus, whose grand nature,
though a military commander, revalted against such atroe-
ities and sought reform, he was set upon by a mob of in-
juriated legiglators and wealth-owners, and murdered in
the streets'of Rome. BSuch was the enormous mass of the
Sardinian slaves that prices fell to a ridiculously low ebb
becoming a.langhing stock and the proverb got abroad:
“cheap a3 a Sardinian.” After the siege of Perseus there
were. 70 cities destroyed and 150,000 people sold at the
different slave markets..¢

This fearful eondition of human slavery set. into Greece
still earlier. By & similar monopoly of land and of othes
property by the few, it came to pass that in the great city
of Athens of 515,000 souls, only 9,000 (B. €. 800) could be
allowed political righte graded and franchised by family
and property.® Other mention puts it at 21,000 souls or
citizens.® At the same time, when there were 21,000 prop~
ertied or blooded citizens and 10,000 strangers under pro-
tection of. the city, there were 400,000. slaves.” But am
Athens at that time (B. C. 809,) counted 515,000 persons;
we come into a kmowledge of the fact that the remaining:
84,000: were the plebeian or freedmen population,

The great city of Corinth whose census B. C. 300, gave
only 40,000 “souls” had a slave population of 640,000 who
of course, according to Plato® and other aristecrats, could

sLiv. XXVII. 16: “Milia enta rervilium itum dicuptur capt

4 Liv. XLV. 24, Plummlsfigjmeum Pualus, %p as e

5D odoru. Sievius, XVIIL 18; Plu arpoh'e Phooton, 28.

e Bicher Aufstinde, S. 84.

1 glch:u%m.we“gnm hat, quo&:g Mtczl\“i . ’

8 Plato. De ug vi, in dissertat on an the immortality of the soul
Pheedo passim; esp oially 74 125, 7.8 9. Bekk.: Pheedrus, 51-85; o o
vii. 1-4, where the working-peo, le a: e allottedhalf a soul, vi, 8: deform
by thewr eraft and serv:le; So Timceus, xvii. shows h W souls aye &
growth, 1xxi. adfin; Laws, ix.8, fin; Statesman, 46: Yb?tin those who
wallow in ignoran: e {o & race of servile beings. 'I'he meaninx%ete i* that
sach as labor are wndfvine; 1. e. not fully furi.i hed with sou's. Soul is
two parts, mortal and rtal, State , 48, Tmaeus, 71, Laws, vi. 19}
Nothing healthy :na slave’s soul, says Plato, an@ %:olea the Odyssey, XVII.
8132-339. where far-thun.lering, aristocratio Jove deprives tne slave of half
his mind, soul orupper nsatire. '
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not pos?sess souls because too mean to be honored by the
gods with a thing so noble; and this accounts for their
not being enumerated in the census of the city. They ap-
pear to have been too lowly to belong to the numbers of
mankind, °® . ‘

Notwithstanding this fearful condition of despotism we
find that the Locrians in south Italy had no slaves, being
organized communists. From the first settlement of this
rich country by the Pythagoreans no slaves are known to
have existed until after the Roman conquests;** and con-
sequently the culture among them of equal rights when it
eame to clash against the enormous spread of slavery by
the cruel conquests of Rome, no doubt urged the great
epidemic of uprisings which form the subject of this and
other chapters of the present work.

It is somewhat surprising, in the full face of these facts
and the agonizing struggles of competitive warfare upon
which these brutalities existed, that men still ask in won-
derregarding the causes of downfall of the Greek and Rom-
an empires! Another veritable renaissance, this time
comprising sociologic renearch and comparative history,
is at our threshold, destined to clear up many a point that
for want of a true knowledge of the problem of labor has,
through the ages, lain obscured midst the shortcomings
of scorn and the musty vellum of histories and of laws.

In Sicily the condition of affairs was shocking. This
fruitful island, which as early as B. C. 210, had been con-
quered by Rome and turned into a Roman province, was
an especial offering to that hideously cruel system of slav-
ery which Roman character, above all others, seemed by
nature most suited to develop with the blind attributes of
barbarity. As an instance of their grasping concentra-
tion of Sicilian property into few hands we quote author-
ities to the effect tﬁzt Leontini had but 88 landed prop-
erty holders; Mutice but 188; Herbita 257; Agyrium
230. The property owners of whole cities could be counted
by the dozen. All Sicily was overrun with slaves by birth

9 Xenophon, De Vectig. IV. 14; Athenseus V.; Bickh, Laurische Su-

b, all give accounts of great slave owners,

10 The Loorians had no slaves which seems to be regarded by Plato as
somethingphenomenal : Té¢meeus, ii. .; Bockh, Pub . &kon, Athn. 8130
declares that they had no slaves. Not only did the ancients have vast
numbers of alaves (8ee Encye, Brif, vol. XX, p. 140), but gxoore were many

freedmen at a very early age. See Homer, Odessey, XI. 460,
nBtoher, Aufit, d. inf Ard, 8, 30, !
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and slaves of the auction shambles. The original inhab-
itants were dispossessed and driven from the land or re-
mained as slaves. The small farmers had been either an-
nihilated or crowded together in little towns to eke out a
wretched existence under the terrors of intimidation, or
had been dragged down to bondage.” Great numbers of
Syrians who from their mountain homes where they were
inured to brisk physical activities, were brought over by the
Romans in chains, to till the lands as slaves. Such was
the extent of slavery everywhere.™ Greece at that time
was being conquered and {:r hardy warriors humbled to
slavery, sent in great numbers in chains to Syracuse to be
transported to the fruitful Jands which in the days of Ver-
res were styled the granary of Rome.* The Roman con-
quests of the Carthagenians and the victories over Hanni-
bal were followed by the greater cruelties for their having
been dearly won. Thousands of Africans hardened to ar-
my life in the Punic wars, were sent into Sicily as slaves
to dig the soil for the proud Roman occupants of that
land.* Only the fattest portions of land were cared for,
the newpossessors’ idea being only gain. * Strabo declares
that o far as the sesthetic was concerned all was a barren
waste. There were many beautiful and fruitful valleys
and some plateaus which had long been celebrated for fex-
tility and Ene Jandscape. '

Among the wonderfully fertile and paradisaical plateaus
of Sicily was tha{ of Enna, the seat of the greatest prole-
tarian strike, insurrection or bond and free labor war of
of which history, tradition or inscriptions give an account
in any country of the globe.

This great strike or labor mutiny of Enna in Sicily took
place, according to the conclusions of Dr. Biucher,* be-
tween the years 143 and 133 before Christ, lasting 10 full
years. During a period of three years the Syrian slave-
king Eunus, from Apamea near Antioch but a few leagues

B'ndorus 8'cnlns, XXXIV., fragment ii, 8, 4 and elsewhere, Dind,

18 Drumann, Arb, , Komm, 8, 24: “In Epidamnos gab ¢s keine Hand-
weirk:»r alv die dfentl chen 8klaven.”

4Dlod. .1 2; i.27; Columella, De Re Rustica, I. 6, 8, 8, 15,16,

18 8tr-bo, Geog. VI.; Blich. 8. 40,

16 Aufs'dnde d, unf. Arb. 5. 121-128, Ezcurs., As to the name, notwith.
n:mge nzu Dr. Sie.e1t, we follow the Gicek E'wva, though some Romans
wrote “Henna.”
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to the northward of Nazexeth, held sway over all of the
central districts of Sicily ; and from the most religble evi-
dence he reigned, after his coalition with Cleon in B. Cl
140, for seven more years, over the whole island of Sicily.
Introductorily to this extraordinary fact, proving the
eat power and vigorous leadership of some of the ancient
ﬁrbor agitations, it will be necessary to bring upon the
scene a brief description of the place, the prevaling social
conditions and an outline of the character of the men.
The three leading men who originated and managed
this great servile war, were Eunus, Acheus and Cleon.
Their two enormous armies, aggregating 200,000 soldiers
were united in B, C. 140, when Eunus was proclaimed the
monarch over Sicily entire.
‘We thus introduce these three branded, enslaved work-
ingmen to the reader. 'We say branded: and mean in the
expression by no means a figure. They were not only

branded, as at the moment we write, leaders of this labor .

movement are branded, with obloquy, black-list and stige
10a of men at the helm of public literature. They were it~
erally and indelibly branded with hot irons.” Large nume
bers of quotations from the authors most explicitly prove
that all 21ave§ were branded; and the field workers were
not only branded on the forehead and limbs, but often on
the body ; and since they were obliged, like the helots of
Sparta, to go mostly naked, these disfigurations were sum-
mer and winter exposed to view and not only was their
disgrace stamped upon them forever. but their chances.of
escape from bondage utterly destroyed.

Once on the very spot where this great outbreak of the
slaves and freedmen occurred, the platean valley of Enna,
there lived: a very rich man named Damophilus, He tposv
sessed legions of slaves whom he forced under sting of the
lash, to work naked upon his farms. 'His wealth of acre-
age, latifundium, consisted in part of stock farms. These
teemed with herds of cattle and other animals which in
those. times throughout Europe were & large sourco of

17 Btich. 8. 42, ‘‘Dgss Alle gebrandmarkt, ngr Feldarheiter auch ge-
fegselt Ws‘“’m%'." 'Cdntu t the ‘l%!loiwlng anclent ,n%e ogern mqugz Dio~

ns, XXXIV, frag.ii.1, 27’ 82, 36; Florus, I1L 1§: Marguardt, V. L
gﬁfs; Motm. Rimische Geschichte; Mom. . I.no, 845;. Slefert, Bist. Scilisch,
Sklavenkrieg, 8.12; Plato.

el =
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Romsn wealth. One day a few of his poor, naked slaves,
shivering in the chill winds of the mountain height upon
which Enzia stood, came to him and beseechingly implored
. few rags to cover their bodies and shut out the cold which
added to their sufferings. Their daring plea was an-
swered by this éold-hearted capitalist with something like
the following cutting leer: “Don’t wandering tax-gath-
erers tramp the country naked and must’nt they give their
clothes to those who want them? Would'nt I be tazed a
-oustoms dutyon the ragsI gdve you?' With that Da-
mophilus ordered the shivering wretches to be tied to the
whipping post and warmed up with a sound flogging, then
sent back naked to their labor of caring for their master’
flocks of a thousand animals.
Under such intense aggravations what else could be ex-
than a secret organization of the thus abused and
degraded laborers who worked the lands? This question
.comes the more cogently as we realize that large num-

bers of them wereas intelligent or more so than their own |

masters. Just at this epoch, as already shown, * all over
@Qreece, Syria, Palestine, Asia Minor and the islands of
the Archipelago vast numbers of trade unions and social
-societies existed among the freedmen and some amo
the slaves. We also khow that when the Romans seize
apon newly oonguered countries they likewise seized the
people, bond and free and sold them into slavery. Large
numbers of these unfortunates were organized unionists,
accustomed at home to the art and secret of practiced com-
bination.® Another still more important cause of the ter-
‘rible strike which resulted from such ill-treatment was a
:gimilarity of language. All Sicily was Greek. The Greek
was the ;rincipa.l tongue spoken in Syria and even Phee-
nicia and other portions of Palestine at and before the
time of Christ; although a bad Hebrew was the popular
idiom. All the island inhabitants near by spoke tﬁ: pure
Greeck. It also was spoken in Magna Greecia or Lower
18 Diod, frag. {1. 88, Dind,
B Chapter xx. Infra. on trade unions otting inscriptions, laws &o. in
«evidence. Diodorus, XXXVI, frag. 6 Dind. tells ns that not only elaves but

mahy freedmen wers engaged in these mutinies and strikes causing great
tumults and confisions.” ’

0 Com; Ltders, Dionysische Kénstler,; A ucart, Assoclations Rel.
ithrows mtch light u%%h the nb)eci of their mmé?. E:nm.
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" Italy. Thus with intelligence, with a practiced knowledge-
of social combinations, with a sense of their wrongs made
keen by the memory of happier days, with the true blood
of the proud Greeks coursing mere or less through their-
veins and finally but most practically, with the powerful
Greek tongue uniformly at their command, they under--
took that immense strike-rebellion amidst certain advan--
tages which must go far toward clearing away the phe-
nomena of its {runsient success.

The slave grievance rapidly grew into a movement for:

resistance in and around Enna, the little pastoral city, fa-
mous for its temple of Ceres whence Plato had carried
Proserpine, the daughter of that goddess to whom shep--
herds, planters and especially working people had from a

high antiquity looked, for her gifts of prosperity.® Thus.

here we find the link completing the chain of curious in--
terest connecting the history of the Eleusinian mysteries
with that of the ancient labor movement. Those labor-

ing people were religious; but about this time they were:

bitterly complaining that Ceres their favorite goddess had
forsaken them. ™ Ennawas the original, ancient seat and
-citadel or throne of the great goddess Demeter, called in-
Latin Ceres. She was the protecting immortal who in the
Pagan mythology, seated in her temple on the heights of
Enna in the island’s center, shielded all Sicily from fam--
ine. Her name had spread to foreign lands and she was.
worshiped in Attica and Syria. Thousands came on an-
nual pilgrimages to Enna to worship at the temple of Ceres;.
and great feasts to her were here regularly celebrated, be--
cause she was believed the mother of the world and the-
fructifying goddess of all nutritious, fruit bearing seeds
©of agriculture, especially the cereals. Near that city lay,
at the time of our story the meadow and by it the stream-
and the sx;ring and grottoed rock where her beautiful
daughter ® Persephone or Proserpine, whilst gathering
flowers, was stolen by Pluto and long hidden from her dis--
tracted mother, The meadow was bedecked with a grand
carpeting of roses, hyacinths aud vielets and the soft zeph-

11 8ee chaptcr iv. on the mythical legend of Proserpine’s abduction, the-
Eleusinian mysteries and the grievance of the proletarian outcasts,

. 2 Biicher, Aufstinde, 8. 52

33 Consult Encyc. Brit. Art. "Ceres; La Rousse, Dict,. Univ. Art. prosespine:.
Much literature {8 «xtant confirming these statements.

——— -
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yrs of summer were aromatio with their odors. All the
landscape was adorned with nature’s tempting vegetation,
Many a tiny lake with pure, glear waters dpee from be-
tween the hills and hillocks of Enna and rich, well culti-
vated lands on every side were, and had for centuries been
the pride of Sicily.* Wheat and other cereals had long
prospered with such success that the place had obtained a
celebrity, And yet, midst all these magnificent offerings
of nature we see this region a scene of the most brutal and
greed-cursed slavery to be found in the annals of that in-
satiate institution.

Antigenes is the name of one of a joint stock company
whose business at that time was traffic in human beings.
He certainly owned a city residence at Enna and kept hi
slaves about the house.® Among these was a man who,
born and brought up in Apamea near Antioch, Syria, had
more than probably been a leader of an eranos® or a thi-
@809 in 'his native home, This is made the more probable
by his being a pretentious prophet and Messiah while in a
state of bondage at Enna. It was the wonderful Eunus;
the magician, fire-spitter, wonder-worker, prophet and the
plotter of the hugest slave insurrection of ancient or mod-
ern times; slav:iing of Enna, then king of all Sicily and
commander in chief at one time of over 200,000 soldiers;
—the man who, with his sagacious generals, faithful and
true, beat army after army of the Romans, sent years in
succession. to meet his slave and freedmen troops and who
in the teeth, as it were, of Syracuse and of prouder Rome,
actually reigned in humane splendor, apparently beloved
and respected, for a period of ten years; constituting a
veritable epoch of history, though nearl%;l’ost and quite
unrecognized through the taint of labor. e shall confine
ouarselves to a relation of all the facts and particulars to
be had, based upon the evidence quoted and which per-

M8trabo, Geog. VI.; Consult the exquisite pisture of the landscape give
enszr.Bﬂoher, Aufstdnde eto. 8. 52, 4 . o

od. . . 41, 5, Dind. : :

2 1d. frx. il. 1, 5, seq. For fuller description of these trade or labor
unions see chapters xiii.—xx., Eunus, Cleon and Athenion were all born
near the home of Jesus.

7 Blich. 5. 54: “Er war ein grosser Magier und Wunderthiter, der zu den
Gdttern in néchater Bezieung stand und nicht aur im Traume von thnen die
zi::n.:lf‘t"ermhr, sondern auch in wachendem Zustande sie leibhaft:g vor
[J 5 s
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haps,. no perase av thorougb criticism, will be #hble to con-
troverd, Eunus was & prophét. He pretended o work
miracled, ¥ apd wae one of the ancient Messiahs. .
‘But we musb not suppose that he was a weak minded
men becanse be knew how to blow fire from his mouth or
heoaupe he vaunted pretdages which oftén came true. He
Wwas in all probability an extraordinary man, full of shrewd
wisdom, endowed with almost surrhuman ocourage and.
cortainly with great judgment and patience in sgelecting
bis genexals and in giving and indulging, to keep them in
place and power while holding to himself supreme con-
trol.* When a slave he foretold that ‘although the god-
dess Demeter or Ceres had apparently forsaken the poor,
yet she was revealing herself in dreams to him and prom-
1@% her might to their deliverance. ®* 8o certain was he
of theooratic interference that he told of his medistorial
wers.not only to his fellow working people but even to
maater and to all the lords and ladies, who, to beguile
glai_r evening hours, used to invite or more ;probably, or-
er him to recount the results of his nightly interviews
with the august goddese. Pretending that as she was also
the patron deity of Syria his native land, he maintained
that she revealed herself to him with an assurance that he
wag 40 become & king snd deliverer. Even these super-
tural things he. told to Antigenes at these banquets amid
Ee laughter and derisiom of the skeptical guests. His in-
geuyouspess worked upon their ouriosity and their invita-
tions were apparently made with a purpose of amusemént
during their oxrgies of wine and glnttony. Theirsport, he
however, seems to have overl taking: their vein of
merriment or ridicule in & manner pecaliar to himself

. From what followed, it oannot be imputed to Eanus that
he was weak minded. He promised Antigenes to except
and. ¢ him on the day of wrath-+an obligstion whiek
be religiously kept and faithfully carried out.

. The erueltiesof Pamophilus, * who caused his working
hands to be whipped, struck deeply into the sensitive feel-
ingm of thousands of other men, They were able to come
together, secretly or otherwise to discuss their suffcrings

#'Dlod, Ide ent 11, 6,
= Do e o 6 b Frog. 1L,
% Idem, XXXIV. frug. ii. 34, ind.
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and form theirplet. Dr. Bicher undetstinds o gledn-
inigs of the Vdticdn and otlier fragineénts that the otig-
inated with the staves of Dm&s 81 14 is however,
mcerhin that whiat came: to:pass was spontanecusre-

ing from a eombination of grievances and o stréng re-
Hgious belief in Bunus. The other slaves'of Antigenes
dlso took part. ‘

-Dameophilus and his yet more cruel wife Megallis, &

1o have been models ozeferooity. Their young dnd beau-
tiful daughter was the exeeption. Megullis was in ‘the
Thabit of whipping her female slaves to death with her own
hand. 1t was like & mania people sometimes possess, for
delighting in scenes of suffering. Endowed with unlimn-
" #ed power through the Roman laws and usages, to do as
she pleased, she suited any action to fancy and gloried-in
tearing the-poor life from her helpless vietimis. Nor was
the ferosity of her husband muoh less. The incident we
Iave recited was probably one of leniehey compared with
miany that femain untold, Certdin it is, that his atroei-
tles together with -those of - his wife toward her défence-
Jess femdle slaves dre ‘what deeided this great uprising.

But we have the extremely pleasing assurance that the
feeling which those slaves éntertained toward the kind-
hearted daughter of this feroeious pair—a yourigmaiden
whom they all loved—proved: her palladium ; for with: the
greatest:tenderness they guarded and spared her through
the scénes of Blood.® - ‘ .

Plans of & great revolutionary revolt were soon decided

wpon, and: collusion with Eunus secured the sympathy of
the city slaves. 'These arrangements-were then'commu-
nicated to these in the country.

The plot was thus completed and the moment set. All
had en&usiasﬁ‘mlly determined to break:loose by & desper-
ate struggle, frem their unendurable tortures and daunt-
lessly ' brave the’storm with all-the consequerices this-per-
ilous lactién entailed. They had worked thermselves up to
belidve- that their goddess would be propitiovs.

-By preconcérted arrangement, fourhundred slavés as-
sémbled at the setting in of might, in a field  near the cita-

3 Blicher 4 nde dc.

. 8, 55. . .
8 Diod. V. 1. 89: ‘"Or kara iy Txhiay §v T00 Aapopirov dvydrp
—os seee ‘Epucfas, dmijpayor eis Kardw v mpos Tivae¢ oixeigws.’’ :



202 ‘ EUNUS.

del of Enna. They quickly organized a meeting. They
then each took a sacred oath to persevere in their enter-
prise and hold fast together. The little multitude came
armed. Their weapons each had obtained as best he could.
All were armed with coarage and with anger; and each
determined to defend his new liberty to the death. Theg
marched up to the Enna heights under a leader who use
all his prodigious arts of legerdemain, gesture, and fire-
spitting, to encourage them and prevent a panic, With-
out meeting resistance they gained admission through the
gates, into the city.
There were the millionaires with their ladies, the tem-

le of the goddess, the theatre, the place of entertainment.
Ehe insurgents instantly took possession of the streets
and as they marched, singled out their well known victims.
Rich men and women who long had held unbridled power
over hitherto helpless slaves, now saw the danger as they
felt their guilt. %itiless was the retributive reaction ef
the enraged and surging mass. They brained their own-
ers ; and those who had made sport of their leader Eunus,
likewise bit the dust. All slaves and prisoners found in
dungeons and in irons were set free.* A terrible scene
followed. Children were torn from their mothers’ arms,
and women ravished in presence of their husbands, who,
bound in cords, could make no resistance to this fiendish-
ness. Socenes of death were everywhere enacted; for from
the onset of this bloody work, the slaves, stinging with a
keen memory of their sufferings, * enjoyed with a peculiar
glee which fills the savage, the opportunity, each with cute
and gashes to cross out his ghastly account.. To a thus
quickened lust of vengeance, there rushed a remembrance
of the cruelties of Damophilus who gloated on the bruises
of his clubs and the sting of his whips, and of Megallis,
his wife, who had whipped to death her female servants.
It was an hour of vengeance. All centered upon thissweet-
est morsel to the savage;—summary retribution, Blood
of the now helpless rich flowed freely amid the yells of the
naked slaves whose brands and scars gleamed hideously
by the fires of the burning houses of their fallen masters,
Great numbers of slave-holders paid their former acts of
indiscretion with their lives. :

#Diod. XXXIV. frag. )i 13, “i g ®
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" Large numbers of slaves who were kept in service within
the city and who had previously been prepared for the ori-
sis, now joined the insurgents, swelling their forces and
making the capture of the city complete,

- We have in other pages® s}}::own that in nearly all trade
unions, especially the branch of them known as the thiasos,
they seem to have had an officer whose duty it was to fore-
. tell, work miracles and do other sage things, such as in
those early ages of the world were not only common, but
were thought necessary. The idea of a Messiah or deliv-
erer gent from heaven to ransom the lowly from their ev-
erywhere Ereva.iling misery permeated all their organiza-
tions. * KEunus therefore, in his pretentions, but copied
from thousands.

The hours of grateful vengeance sped on the breezes
of that truculent lullaby. Object after object of their de-
testation and hatred was dragged forth and amid screams
for mercy, relentlessly silenced with knife, flames and blud-
geon until before the fury waned the pitiful wails of the
slaughtered t%rew faint through sheer extermination.

But one there was who yet remained uncaptured and
unpunished. This was Damophilus. On consultation it
was ascertained that he was cowering in his pavillion, a
little distance from the city. The insurgents sent thither
a detachment with orders to bring him in alive. By this
time the rage of the slaves had begun to assuage. They
brought their great abuser before Eunus in the auditori-
um of the theatre, whither they adjourned to hold a trial
of his case, Damophilus, covered with wounds and bleed-
ing, his arms pinioned, his fine dress torn and soiled, was
dragged before the still maddened crowd, his wife Meg-
allis with him, both trembling in fateful expectancy of their
doom. .

The rich man was granted an opportunity to answer
and spar the scathing accusationsthat were heaped npon
him—bitter reminders of his mercilelssness to them when
the power was his to abuse them. But Dam?;hﬂns coyly
and cunningly met each accusation with words clothed in
ambiguity and dazzle and parried off their bitter bluntness
by his affected utterances of honeyed words. He was

% Chapter xviil, and elsewhere, % Foucart, dssociations Rel.
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makidg tiFonds upon theit sympathies when Zeuxes add
Henmgs, two powerful Greek slaves, who had themselves,
in other days been victims of his cruelty, rushed between
him and hope, one with a and the other an axe.
These men were keenly sensible to the progress Damio-
phHus was making on the susceptibilities of his tatberde-
malion jury; and ing lest his mellifluous explanations
should overcome them and that they might thus commit
the absurditg of punishing tho less stamped with
cruelties and turn loose the deep-dyed momsters whose
atrocities were the immediate cause of the revolt,* they
crashed down the aisle of the theatre, advanced upon him
weapons drawn and put a violent end to this mock trial
of their foe by beating out his brains upon the spot. Di-
odorus relates that one of them stabbed him with a knife
in the side and the other chopped off his head with the
axe. Nor was this all. The terrified Megallis, who must
have seen the reeking knife and the merciless guillotine by
which her husband had fallen, heard his pleadirngs for an
-extension of life and ‘with hoiror beheld his ghastly pun-
ishment, was delivered wp, bound hand and foot, to the
texider meroies of her female slaves Yittle less instinotively
.shvage than their male comgmions frenzied with woman's
hatred and still g:oded y memory’s spectres of their
own mothers and daughters perishing under the lash once
Wielded by this most pitiless enemy, the now supplicating
Mégallis’ own hand.  Little could be hoped for urider such
eiréhmstances. Mercy was impossible. The horvified and
shridking lady wes, like Damophitus, arraighed for-mock
tridl before a horde of nude and blood-grimed women,
taunted until each imbittered one requited herself with cen-
gure'and derision, with dallying flings and a satiety of jeers
such as only wild women avenging a wounded love, pos:
#ess the genius to consummate. When all these im-
inaries were ended, Megullis was seized by a dozen mus-
dulat females, stripped of her finery and undoubtedly her
elathes, dragged vo'the pinacle of a lofty crag in which the
mountain city of Enna abounds. AH effort of the shriek-
ing, ‘fainting woman to writhe out of their clatching fin-
geors fast fired upon her throat and body were unavailiny

wDlod. frag. ii. 14, D ndor!.
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and frujtless. They drew her out. upon the projecting
prominence ya.wninzg over the abyss well known to the
shuddering unfortunate as the Golgatha of miscreanta and
recalcitrant slaves. From these frowning crags eagles and
ominous night-birds were wont to startle the listemer with
their screams. Legends of horrars of this fatal roek were
told by mothers as early inculcations to their babes. This
wretched victiin may have also mare than onee eontributed
her ingenuity descanting upon its boding gloom and tery
rors aslsshe lavished it on the torture of her now aveaging
chattels.

But all this sentimentalism suffices nathing in presence
of so ghastly a reality as the death that now frowned, and
stared this quivering mother in the face. The unimpress:
ible aveniers were not to be frustrated by the woeans and
sv%ll)f which formed 8. paxt of the solace of their griavances,

hen t’h&? had. dragged her to the very brink they ne
doubt made ber undergo some of the prevailing formulas
of death and then [ﬂunged her headlong dowp. the preqi-
pice where she was battered to & jelly upon the flinte
of the dell below. Such, according ta. Diodoras, Strabo;
the modern critics and some tale-telling insqriptions, was
he fate of an ancient milliongire and his wife whom grea$
rsperity had rendered vaid of all the amenities and
Tovliness of civilized life.

There yet remained one member of that.fate-strickem
family—the daughter alreacy alluded to; a younglady ef
both tendér age and heart.* This damsel had from hex
babyhood shown exceeding sympathy and kindness to+
ward the female slaves in their misfortunes: Never had
she taken part in her mother’s cruelties. She had, on the
contrary, shown them the tenderest commiseration ;. and
Her.pany little offerings during their gufferings, had often
gone far in the direction of healiog & breach between fate
and despair. Those whom the master’s love of vengeanes
had left bound and often chained in dungeons of the er-
gastulum, with which ancient slave farms were cursed. she
had comforied and administered to. Could such kindness
be now forgotteu? Cou.d the remembiu ce oi this ohid-
Benefaotress, even in that awful vortexz ol violence, he over+
Iooked? Could conscience be atifled even midst butcheries

% Dica. frag. 89,
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‘whose mocking carnival made death a safire upon empty
ideas of right and wrong? Or could such a pretty thing
as sympathy wedge itself in amongst the howls and tur-
bulence that shook this scene of oblivion and of death?
Yes. A love which was stamped into their fierce, rough
natures still lived and warmed them like a sunbeam, for-
cing itself foremost, even into this terrible qualm reacting
against morality. Not a ruthless hand was laid upon her
trembling form. Speechless unanimity prevailed on the
question of sparing her life. All would spare and protect
a faithful friend. On consultation Hermias, one of her
father's executioners, was chosen leader of a picked band
who soon after performed the perilous task of escorting
her safely to the distant city of Catana, the home of some
relatives near the sea.

‘We have in this episode another instance substantiat-
ing the opinion heretofore expressed, that the emotion of .
sympathy has been a growth in the breast of the crushed
and humiliated olasses, fledged from their schools of mu-
tual love or commiseration and common support. Poor
people are themselves the makers of most o¥ the sympa-
thies which they enjoy. Even the daughter of Damoph-
ilus grew in sympathy at the sight of misery. However
rude the crust screening from view our inner nature, that
nature never had, under Pagan control; much sympathy
allowed it. Sympathy seems clearly to have been a growth
out of 'a vast association in many parts of ancient Greek
and Roman states and did not thrive among the opulent.
Concupiscence with its cupidity and irascibility were the
pillars on which rested the ancient paganism and its aged
competitive gystem ; and though the majorities who were
of the working class possessed enough of the latter in its
crudest form, yet they had little greed or avarice. They
in fact, developed sentiments of a reverse nature. They
longed for a socialism that would breed sympathy with its
mutual love and care. Diodorus, one of our informants
on this subject of the slaves of Enna, in referring to their
treatment of the daughter of Damophilus and Megallis,
says: “These slaves on strike demonstrated, in showing
no sympathy or mercy to those who had been their mas-
ters and in delivering themselves up to their own violence
and wrath, that what they did was not the mean prompt-
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ings of barbarity, but a just retribution or punishment for
the injustice which had been done to them ;”* bold words
indeed, but just and true; and the student of sociology
may now divine the reasons why that brave publicist has
lain for 2,000 years in obloquy, with his wonderful tales
and descriptions in tatters among the rubbish of the vaults,
or later, in the literary sepulchres of the Vatican.

It appears that this theatre which had been the scene
of the fury we have described became the focus of delib-
eration after the frenzy of their vengeance had subsided
and the more serious matters connected with the future
began to force themselves upon their reflection. They
saw that as soon as the news of theiraction reached Rome,
the scornful power which for ages had thrived by con-
quest and its booty of lands and slaves, there would spring
up an immense army to suppress them. They had the sa-
-gacity to foresee that their only hope was in a strong army
well equipped and disciplined, powerful enough to cope,
even with the forces of Rome. It further appears from
the evidence that so deep had been the foresight and so
long the communings on this matter, so secretly had the
whole uprising been concocted, that all things necessary
to this resistance were well-nigh prepared beforehand;
and the general appearance with its sequel demonstrate
that the central idea of & tumultuous feast of blood and
dissipation and of subsequent demoralization and glattony
was far from them. But it cannot be denied that they
had already determined to throw down the slave system
of which they were victims and upon its ruins build up a
social fabric which should deal equitably and humanely by
all. To one acquainted with the vast and inexhaustable
power of Rome, this dream of the poor slave socialists
would have seemed an absurd machination of the fancy.
But on the other hand they were on an island with whose
rocky cliffs, caverns, forests and by-paths they were well

uainted. They wanted to build up a kingdom of men
and women emancipated from slavery and economic want
with their leader Eunus, on the throne. They held good
to this resolution.

Eunus was elected king. ® It does not appear that their

® Diod. XXXIV, fragment ii. 80. W Jdem, frag. ii. 14,
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choice of him was on account-of any military tect which
he had shown as their leader non on account of his supe-
vior capacities of any kind, unless it was that of working
wonders. This however, was extremely necessary in the
mind of su itious men, as were most of the ancients,
especially the laboring clags who, in their unions among
the freedmen, often kept a sorcerer who knew how to spié
fire, dawdle with the little oracles and pronounce proph-
ecies. Even the rich had their mags or fortune-tellers and
their Aaruspices, as well as higher priests who often de-
cided the turn of conquests by the simple consultation of
an oracle. Eunus could blow fire, tell wonders, pretend
and pr;};;];eoy; and Eunus was elected king. Again, the
name ous, the benificent, was considered a harbinger
of deeds certain fo bring forth good,

King Eunus, on receiving his erown, yose equal to- the
majesty of his new estate. He assumed all the oriemsal
bearing of kingly dignity. He established the offices of
state with such splendors as he could command. There
was given him for a queen a female slave who like him~
self, gmla d from Apamea in Synia—probably old playp.
mates. Such was the happy one to beraised to the queen-
ship. To crown h.unself in still move royal imitaion of
the dignities of his fatherland-he named himself Antiochi

From the moment Eunus began. bis reign he appeazs
to have been successful. Full details are ing. Fret
Cicero we have hints* that the. temple of Cexes oz Dem«~
eter was d with serupulous care, as; well an all the

roperty belonging te it. No doubt however, he changed

e officers of the temple from high priests to: vestdl viee
gins, supplmﬁ.n% the old by a choioce of his own people

Biicher thinks“ that his administration from firsh to Just,
considering. all circumstances peculiarly connected with
the character and notions of the Semitic' and Aryan races
with whom he had to deal, showed more than usuil £
ness. He understood the theory of government. Ib &
certain that at Enna there was oneiof those cavern prig-
ons, such as had been dug by Dionysius the tyrauts at SByr-
acuse, We know that those pestilentinl subterrenesn

41 Cicero. Verres. iv. 50, 113

¥ Aufgt, 8. 59: *“Mehr als gewohnl'che Befihigung.” Si-fert, S..18;
“Man wilhite ihn sum konig ..., weil er den Aufbtand végonnca liatte,?
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dungeons existed in great numbers, called by the Romans
ergastula, in many paris of Italy and Sicily. They were
often underground workshops like the quarries—the hor-
ror of the ancient slave. Florus and Diodorus combine in
the statement that more than 60,000 fighting soldiers
of the great rebel army were convicts turned loose from
these prisons® during the war. Eunus incarcerated a
large number of the rich in the holes at Enna and it may
be presumed that the old prisoners were first discharged
to give room for the new. A council of war was held and
it was decided to put all these many prisoners to death.
This was the result of a mass meeting of the faithful and
unfaltering to Eunus, as a forewarning of the certain re-
sult of taking part in any effort to escape, or of mixing
and intriguing to restore the old government. Few of
the old rule people were left alive except the free mechan-
ics who could make arms; and even they were compelled
to work in fetters. To those who had invited Eunus to a
seat of mock honor on account of his pretended powers
in legerdemain and gifts of divination at their sympo-
siums and for the amusement of gnests, and whom he had

romised their lives in case he realized his heaven-offered

ingdom, he held good his word. He also saved them their
fortunes.“ They were spared by a royal decree and the
‘mandate was sent them in true regal form. He also saved
the temples and other holy property.

At length Eunus called a council of permanent govern-
ment, First of all was chosen Acheus. “He was, in a
formal manner made consiliarius of the faithful” The
ancient author who leaves us these choice fragments of
history “ suffixes his opinion that Eunus in making choice
of him as lieutenant and counselor general, showed won-
derful ability and prudence. This man understood and
deeply sympathized with the Syrian element of which
the slave population of Enna by conquest was largely com-
posed. But he was moreover endowed with extraordi-

43 Florus, Epit. Hist Rom. 111. 19, § 6; ‘‘Hoc miraculum primum duo
millia ex obviis, mox jure belli refraciis ergastulis, sexaginta smplins miilia
fecit exercitum ?’ :

4Diod. XXXIV, frag. ii.
xépros.”’; Blcher, Aufst, 8. 59;

4 Ciow Verr, 1iv. 50, 112,

4 Diod. Id. frag. ii. 42.

42; “Tav dAwv 8¢ Tols amwooTdTais KaracTdg
Siefert, Shlavenk. 8, 17,
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nary wisdom and unscrapulous will-power in expedients,
where emergencies required it. He was capabls of fear-
lessly organizing, on the inspection of & circumstance, a
resistance powerful enough to shatter the peril whatever it
might be ; and he had the judgment and force of char-
acter to push it to its immediate and successful results.
He was bold enough to plainly tell to Eunus his misgiv-
ings and impart to him the truth; and that dignitary
had wisdom and a sufficient amount of common sense to
hear him with composure and aocquiesce in his views. A
perfect agreement was the result.

Dr. Bucher gives it as his opinion that Acheeus was one
of the thousands of unfortunates who had been reduced to
slavery through the Roman conquest of Achaia, B. C.146, or
about 3 years before.* Achaia being in the heart of the
Greek Peninsula, on the gulf of Corinth, near and includ-
ing the great city of that name, was of purest Greek; and
Greeks in those days were mighty men. But the brutal
fiat of Roman conquest had recently swept over the whole
@Grecian territory and buzzard-like, owed up her fa-
mous provinces and cities and sold her braves into slav-
ery. We thus find circumstantial evidence that Achseus
had the sagacity, acumen and intrepidity of his race. So
well pleased was the slave-kirig with Achseus that he made
him a present of one of the fine houses of his former
millionaire masters.

The success of the great insurrection from henceforth
is to be attkibuted in great measure to Achsus, general-
in-chiof. In three days he had armed and equipped no
less than 6,000 soldiers and had them ready for the ex-
pected armies from Rome which all well knew would soon
arrive by forced marches to put down the rebellion. As
all these slaves knew the awful consequences of defeat, we
may imagine the incentives which prompted their activity
in making ready for coming conflicts.

The outside agricultural places soon began to be heard
from. They oconsisted of heterogeneous ranks—a motly
mass, who, rushing from their work on hearing the news
of the revolt, straggled into the new head-quarters from
far and near. They streamed into the town, each with a

S Aufit. d. unf. Ard. 8. 60,
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butchér-knife, an axe, a sickle, a pitchfork of iron or wood.
Slings were weapons with which the numerous shepherds
were best practiced; and they knew their use with fatal
-effect. Inspired with a hope of liberty at any price or ag-
ony of effort, they were ready to stake their lives under
perilous odds for a chance at winning it.

There were at that moment no troops of the Roman le-
gions in Sicily. The only immediate forces to be feared
by the workingmen were the militia from the d:fferent
cities. There had occurred no dangerous strikes among
the slaves for many years here, and in consequence, Rome
had not, as in Etruria, on the Tarantine gulf and else-
where, provided a standing army kept stationary under a
preetor for the express purpose of suppressing the ever-
reeurring rebellions of labor ¢ which were not only in this
nation troublesome but had proved themselves at Sparta
and Athens a great source o?dsngér. Besides this, Rome
was busy quelling similar disorders nearer home, The
only available force at hand was the militia. .

Meanwhile the insurgents were recruiting a powerful
force by tapping every resource that offered a promise of

Among others, as already noticed, ‘the great
cavern jails were full. ® All through the country these
workhouses whether underground, in towns or out on the
farms, were broken into and emptied, the prisoners ran-"
somed and those able to bear arms welcomed to the army
of registance.™ Our prindipal resource whence we extract
these facts is Diodorus Siculus, who wrote elaborately. on
the subject, often giving minuto details; but being an hon-
est man and writing of his own native country, committed
what in his times seems to have been the error—though no
fault of his conscience-—of telling the truth. We in conse-
quence, as students of sociology must charge against that
slave-holding aristocrey,® all mutilation of his history,
especially those paragraphs delineating the Roman disaster

®Xly. XXIX, 17, 41, XXXII, 26 XXXIII. 86.
eis -r:cm vgg n’.fslav-}p?ng.'.’}"nfﬁop;f:: hm:o m : at;e’:na 32&’1‘.’{ ‘{;::
fields whllmnad.

% Diod. frag. 1i, 25 28,

81 A similar outrage has been committed upon Livy’s bistory of 87ar
tacus jroved by the apitomies or ' hap er headings XCV, XCVI. & XCVII

which have surviied the wreck. We give further details 01 th 8 disastey
together with that of Salluss, fartheron.
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which followed; for although som-~ clauses are left com-
plete others are bereft of their treasures of priceless infor-
mation. A large portion of the details, amounting in all, to
chapters, has apparently been sequestered through the van-
dalism of contemporaneous censorship and the inestimable
manuscripts disrupted from their historical chain covering
at least ten years of this eventful rebellion which went far
toward shaping the actions of men and preparing the world
for the advent of a different culture. :

At any rate we have a statement that not less than 60,000
prisoners were delivered from the ergastula® and we know
that these also joined the.rebellion. Everywhere were
the slave-holders murdered, and in proportion as the more
desperate ones were delivered from bondage and fetters, the
genrch all over the island to find and exterminate them be-
came more industrious. On the eastern side of Sicily were
magnificent fields of wheat and different grains and a large
amount of pasture lands stocked with cattle and sheep and
bearing prodigious quantities of wine and olive oil. The
slave hordes now free, swept over this country, murdering
and destroying all before them, notwithstanding the efforts
of Acheeus at restraint. The story of Cambalus, a wealthy
citizen of Morgantion in the upper districts of Symsthus,
is told® as an exception to the usual prudence of this com-
mander: This nobleman while on a hunting excursion came
across a band of these prowlers. Alarmed at his close prox-
imity to the dan&erous men he turned and ran toward the
city, following the high road. "'When near his own home
he met his father on horseback going toward the danger,
who immediately dismounted and begged the son to mount
and save himself by flight. While thus in filial and pater-
nal love, tarrying, neither deciding to take to flight, the free-
booters came up and killed them hoth. * But Achseus gen-
erally forbade such strong measures, Wherever he heard

& Florus. Epit. 1II. 15, elsewhere quoted.

6 Mann. rt, Geog. IX. 2; Cato, De Re Rustica. 6; Columella, De Re
Rustica 111, 2.

64 Dr. Bacher, Anfstinde der unfreien Arbeiter, 8. 61, extracts the story in
full: ‘‘Gorgos. mit dem Beinahmen Kambalos, ein duroh seinen Reichthum
und Edelmutn bekannter Barger von Morgantion im Gebiete des oberen Sym-
iit'us zog auf die Jagd aus und stiess auf eine Sklavenbande, Er floh die Strasse
zar 8tadt zurtick und begegnete bald seinem Vater der zu Pferde des Weges kam
Dieser stieg sofort ab und flehte den Sohn sein Le sn zu retten, Der So'n hin-
wieder den Vater; und wihrend sie so in dem Wettstreite kindlicher Licbe und
viiterlicher Ziirtlichkeit sioh hoptt ersonienen die Aufrther und ér-
schlugen beide.”
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of atrocities committed by his men he is said to have ex-
erted every energy te prevent their recurrence, appealing to
the danger should the Romans gain the upper hand. The
rebels began to comprehend that something nobler than
mere rage was wanted, They soon began to be more care-
ful of the stores of grain and other necessaries. They
.also spared a large number of the small cultivators who
-had not been active in injuring them.

There were also great numbers of freedmen, now little
‘better than beggars; for as most farm labor since the new
impetus of the Roman slave system had set in, was per-
formed by slaves, they were obliged to beg because they
had no work. These wretched tramps, perceiving their
opportunity, soon began to organize in secrecy.® The
great war now raged in earnest. The new force of beg-
gars who hitherto had been roaming in a demoralized con-
-dition do not seem to have done eredit to the slaves; for
while they turned their hands to destruction of property
- and delivered themselves up to gluttony, their faults were
-all laid to the slaves. By this circumstance we are made
aware that the actual status of intelligence was higher
.among the slave population than the tramps, who had be-
come demoralizeg and degraded through discouragement
.and suffering.

It was a long time before the Romans, tormented with
the terrible struggles of the proletaries at that moment
raging in Italy over the agrarian question, could awaken
to a full sense of the situation. There was certainly some
provincial government at the time, for mention is made to
‘the effect that Roman prsetors® then had the province in
charge; but they were both too mueh enfeebled by their
enormous wealth at Syracuse or the dissipation concom-
itant to it and by their being practically without a force
sufficient to the emergency. The insurrection seems not
to have been uniform in different parts. Inthose days it
took some time for slaves to communicate with each other;
and when that was accomplished there must be time to
ponder over the dangerous experiment and prepare for
action; but it is known that almost everywhere in, and

$6 Diod. XXXVI. frag, v.speaking of the second war (see chapter X1.),
expressly states that it wes not the slaves alone but also freedmen. So also

Florus. III. 19: “Cum liberis (netas!) et ingenuis, dimicatum est.”
© siicher, Aufil, 8. 6162,
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close about the cities, the uprising was general; for ev-
erywhere the slaves ran away from their masters and Lur-
ried to join the Ennian army.

Acheus in & short time found himself master of a well
equipped army of 10,000 men. He devoted his energies
to drilling these raw troops and teaching them their new
business. We are wanting details for showing the exact
dates, but the events of which we speak, according to the
close examination of all material by Dr. Biicher, make it
between B. C. 143 and 140." Repeated skirmishing took
place between Achseus and the advance guards of the Ro-
man preetors but as often the latter were totally overthrown.
Undoubtedly maoy great and terribly bloody battles were
fought.® Certainly the results were disastrous to the Ro--
mans; for the territory of Eunus’ kingdom gradually en-
larged stretching over up&er Symsethus and eastward down
to.the sea. It also struck northward and extended for a.
considerable distance to the west. But we hear of noth--
ing having occurred in the south, up to this point.® There:
was however, a great uprising there, soon to be heard of.
The signal successes of Achzus had become noised abroad.
Slaves everywhere were waiting for a leader. A new and
almost distinct strike was preparing to burst forth south--
ward near the coast, among the productive fields and pas-
tures long celebrated for stock-breeding, especially that of
draft animals and fine horses. Along this seaboard no.
harbors appear. The lard lies in plateans, with precip-
itous steeps overhanging the Mediterranean; but the:
levels above amd the occasionai valleys, are exceedingly
fruitful.® It was the celebrated Agrigentum. Along the
southern coast of Sicily at that time few inhabitants ex-
isted. The old places which had once been occupied by
the colonists from Megara and. Rhodes had been long de-
poAcragus, well remembered by the Rowans as having'

61 Idem, Ezeurs, “tiber die Chronologle des s.cilischen Sclavenkr! und
Verwandtes ” 8 121-129, Here Btcher gives data (which we follow,) show..
{ng that it must haive been B C 143-140 or the first two years before the

u’ma of Aehgus amounted to 10,000 men,
Diod. XXXIV, frag. ii. Dind

& Blicher, Aufst. S.62. W. mostly follow Bticher's & mirable tracings:

of the S; nrbfrom this Lnt‘che x 1% D e, Ste . %
6 Strabo, Geog. f v0, Fer I {.28; D'Qro -

Plin. H N. VIL & * le, i .
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withstood, during the Punic wars all those terrible vicissi-
tndes and had long been inured to hardships, still main-
tained itself and a good share of its population. It was
a rich portion of the island and large numbers of the land
owners possessed and exploited slaves who became so nu-
merous that they performed all the labor leaving none for
the freedmen who were thus reduced to the condition of
roaming tramps and beggars. Some men owned 500 in
the earlier days and there still existed very rich men in the
oity, holding large portions of land and many human crea-
tures as chattels. Here was the seat of a recorded instance
of the prevailing croelties: One Polias, having invited to
dinner an equally heartless slaveholder, who was unwill-
ing to allow his slaves rest long enough to sleep, called to-
gether his own, especially, the women and children, and like
the animals, fed them nuts and dried figs—the only nour-
ishment they were allowed for supper.”

It is not to be wondered at then, if the slaves whenever
opportunity offered, ran away from such masters and some-
" times became cunning and dangenons brigands.

Another desperate character of this war was Cleon, called
in Livy, “Gleon,” a Cilician by birth,® from the town of
Comana in the Taurian region of southern Asia Minor. It
appears that he and his brotber, called “Coma” by Valerius
Muximos in his Memorabilia,* were runaway slaves who,
baving betaken themselves to the mountains drove a maraud-
ing business in the general intereat of their fellows still in
bonds, Here they plied the arts of the latrocinia or high-
way robbery, and stood ready to espouse the rebellion of
Eunos which was now creeping toward their confines. An-
otber theory of Cleon is that like Spartacus, he had elge-
where lcarned to be arobber but had been seizod by a Sicil

ot Siefert, Sicilische Skla iege. 8. 88,

® Stobeeus, Floril. LXII. 48; Cf. Bucher, 64,

& 1n his note 2. 8, 64. Dr. Bitcher reters to Cleon’s Mrlh(?uee. a8 followas
“Diod. {r, 2, 43: éx 7év mwepi rov Tavpov réwwy, Nach § 20 hiess sein Bru-
dor Komanos (Coma bei Valer. Max. IX, 12, 1ext. ist offenbarein Schretb-
febler statt Comanus), woraus mit ziemlicher Sicherreit zu schiessen,
dars Komana die Vaterstadt der beiden Briider war. Ob aher an die
pamphylische oder on die kappadokiche Stadt dieses Narmens zu denken
acl, muss hieden gel werden. [Letatere, inmitten des Anti-
tauros am Saros gelegen, war elne Llaupstitte ¢'cs den syrischen Diens.
ten verwandien Coltus der Ma (Artemis Tauriea) Strabo Xil. p.585; man
wurde dano den Beweggrund fur den raschen Anschluss Kleons an Ku.
nue 1 relig‘ii)ser Superstition zu suchen habea.

# Diod, XXXIV. frag. il. 20 & 48.; Valerius Maximas, JX, 1<; Stetrt. 1u.
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ian coreair and brought over to this place wherehe was sold
in slavery and set to work herding horses in the pastures,
whence he escaped and made himself the terror of the re-
gion, playing his old pranks with success. But this theory
fails to account for his brother.

By some means Cleon, who had a strong band ever on
the alert, heard of the great movement ot Eunus at Enna.
The distance was certainly not so great bat that they could
have held correspondence ; especially after the forces of
Acheeus had, by victory after victory over the prstorian
militia, cleared the obstacles away.

Cleon on hearing the particulars of the insurrection,
ran up the flag of open rebellion and offered freedom to
all slaves who should espouse his cause. The mighty
name he had already won went far toward deciding in-
numerable slaves. Everywhere these Agrigentine bonds-
men responded to the shrill bugles of Cleon. As fast as
they came into camp he armed and drilled them for ser-
vice. Battles must have followed for we find him in pos-
session of the city. The two most powerful captains of -
the rebellion now stood over-against each other, both hav-
ing won battles, undoubtedly important ones; for as our
details are missing and the leading points preserved, we
are left to our imagination in making up the links in the
chain of history. It was now the hope of the rich own-
ers that these rough commanders would, though at first
victorious, soon have a falling out; that jealousy would
prove a quicker means of ridding them of their now ter-
rible enemy than their own opposition; forsuch were the
proportions of this uprising that Cleon soon counted up-
wards of 70,000 men.® With such an army it was reason-
ably conjectured that he would not long submil to a sub-
ordinate position under Eunus. Biicher in assuring us
that the reverse was the case,* suggests that the cause
of the perfect harmony known to have existed may have
been Cleon's superstitious faith in the infalibilty of Eunus
as a mediator for poor humanity between God and man ;

¢ Livy, LVI. ”C, Fulvio Consuli mandatum est, hujus belli initium
fuit Eunus servus, natione 8yrus: qui contracta agrestium servorum manu
et solutis ergastulis justi exerctus numerum implevit. Gleon quoque, alter
gervus, ad septuaginta millia servoram contraxit: ¢t copiis junctis adver
sus poguli Romani exercitam btellam seepe gesserunt.”

% Bicher, 4yfst, 8. 65, .
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it being fully believed that he was a Messiah. ® This
might have done much, but the fact that they knew that
in the absence of perfect harmony their own lives would
certainly be speedily lost, together with their cause, is the
more probable solution to this problem. Cleon accepted a

osition of what, in our military terms, may be called a
Erigadier general, of the grand army under Eunus, or ra-
ther under Achseus, lieutenant-general to Eunus; and the
force assigned him was only 5,000 men.

The two armies of the great mutiny against capital be-
came thus consolidated into one. It is stated by Livy
that in Agrigentum alone there were 70,000 men under
arms;* and we have seen that Achseus already had a

large, victorious force. Thus the combined armies stead-

ily grew in numbers and discipline. This immense force
was divided up between many leaders ; Eunus being the
commander-in-chief with Achaus and soon afterwards Cle-
on, the two principal lieutenants.

The armies siretched from Enna to Agrigentum and a
wing extended south and eastward to the sea—perhaps as
far eastward as Syracuse. Soon after these arrangements
were accomplished the new pretor arrived in Sicily with
an army of well equipped Roman soldiers consisting of
8,000 men. How many stragglers of those demoralized
forces whom Achseus had often punished and dispersed,
came to swell the freshly landed army of this presetor, L.
Plautius Hypsseus,® does not appear. But Dr. Siefert,
on the strength of a statement of a fragment, says that no
regular troops accompanied Hypsseus from Rome.

Hostilities south now became general. The Roman did
not have long to wait. A force of 20,000 slaves probably
of both Achzus and Cleon met him, fully inspired with
the supernataral powers of their fire-spitting king, as well
a8 burning with old hatred and a desire to settle accounts
with their enemies.- A great battle was fought. Hyp-
s=eus was utterly routed and ruined; and the rebels were
left masters of the field.

¢ Florus, III. 19, 4: ”Syrus quidam nomine Eunus fanatico furore
simulato dum Syrise des comas jactat, ad libertaitem et armas servos, quasi
numerum ‘mperium concitavit; ldque ut divinitus fieri probaret, in ore

a:)d‘:lut Txce, quam sulphure et igne stipaverat, ieniter inspirans, flammam
ndebat.”
6 Liv. LVI. ?ﬂ. ad fin.; 8ee quotation In note 65. .
% Dijod. frag. fi. 18, Thfs 13 probably a remnant of a full statement
aow mostly lost.
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The news of this additional victory spread rapidly and
those slaves who had hitherto hesitated, now flocked tothe
insurgent army, soon swelling it to the almost incredible
magnitude of 200,000 men. The language of our infor-
mation is, however, too assuring to warant us in dallying
over doubts; for not only do the ancient authorities give
these figures but we also find the strong reinforcement of
the modern philological critics who make no hesitation in
pronouncing it to be true.™ The people at Rome enter-
tained hopes that the force nnder Hypsseus would be of
sufficient strength to put down the rebellion; but as time
wore by, straggling remnants of the shattered army ver-
ified & dismal fear that great disasters had befallen them;
otherwise the gloomy news of the expedition was lost.

Other expeditions soon followed the sad one just men-
tioned. As we know that in & similar rebellion by Sparta-
cus some 70 years later, the armies of Rome were large,
80 in reason, we cannot imagine them to have been smalf
in Sicily. Time and other despoilers have deprived us, it
is true, of many details, in histories we know to have been
written. But enough remains to attest the enormous pro-
portions of the Sicilian labor rebeHion and the success that
everywhere attended the arms of the workingmen. C.
Fulvius Flacous, consul, appears next to have come to the
scene; his colleague Scipio Africanus going to Numantia.
This commander was however, preceded by a certain Man-
lius, mentioned in the fragments of Diodorus referred to.
He, like his predecessors was annihilafded: There can be
no doubt that this word applies here in its literal sense.
So vomplete was the extinction that scarcely a human be-
ing ever returned to convey intelligence of the disaster to
Rome. Then followed Lentulus, afterwards Piso and Ru-
pillius, Whenever the Romans gained an advantage by
dint of superior military skill they lost it through the over-
whelming and ever increasing numbers of the slaves, who
in addition. to their own manufacture of arms and muni-
tions of war which they forced the freedmen-mechanics ™
of Sicily to accomplish for them, turned all the splen-

70 Bilch S. 65: "Bald betrvg 81 gergen 200,000 Leute;” also 8. 126:
»Nicht lange nachher beliuft sich die Zahl der Anfstindiachen insgesammt,
1daten, #nner, und Ungeriistete, auf 200,090, “npd in vielen Krie-
Ren kimpfen sle cliicklich, seltencr erleiden sle Niedorlagen.’”
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did weapons wrested from the defeated warriors of the
Roman nobility to their own uses and grew invincible. *

No prisoners were spared. Eunus had undoubtedly re-
solved upon this plan from the first. He killed Antigenes
his owner, also Python, with his own hand, both of whom
he had promised a “cheap deal,” and spared the friends of
the festivities as we have related, only as a matter of faith
with his word. He had opened all the dungeons of the
ergastula which confined many who labored in those grot-
toes. What more could they want of those disgusting
holes? No. With them there was no lingering prisoner
To be taken prisoner was to die—a ferocious necessity!
Besides these barbarous economies, they possessed the
remarkable negligence of the Romans which had struck
into Sicily at the time of the defeat and final evacuation
of the island by the Carthagenians, in B. C. 210. Every-
where the walls of cities and other fortified places were
battered down, and left mouldering in disuse and every-
where was found unhindered admission to the cities, the
storehouses and the citadels.™ Much of the success of
their phenomenal ‘marches was attributed to the super-
patural powers of king Eunus.
" They Eelieved themselves invincible; and as time wore
on, year after year of undiminished prosperity apparently
fortified this belief. Eunus once led his victorious forces
before one of the few fortified places that attempted to
withstand him and to the besieged inhabitants spoke with
bitter irony, denying that he was even the cause of the
trouble, or his men in rebellion. On the contrary, they
themselves by their former atrocities, had driven them to
a compulsory step which they little desired to take. In
full consciousness of their enemy’s helplessness and the
stinging remembrance of their former sufferings, they
made a great show of their triumphs, parading the now.
emancipated revolutionists in pompous formplity and for-

7 This fact must be considered as applying to a eertain number of freed-
men denominated by the modern Jabor organizations Scads, who had made
themselves obnoxious by an obsequious catering to masters; for we fin
that & few years later (se@ Athenion, chapter X.) there were great numbers.
o free artisans who espoused the cause of the slaves and took up armns
xladly in the defense of a cCrumon eavse. .

2 Biucher, Aufit, 8. 66 “Wmde auch einen kleinen Erfolg errungen,

aun alchsten Augenblieke rafite sich der Aufstand mit doppeltor Wath zue
sammen and drang unauthaltsam uud yraussm, wie alle socialen Kriege,

weiter.”
8 Consult Diod. XXXIV, tray. ii. 45.
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cing the reluctant to hear the history of the causes of it, *
through mock theatrical representations in mimic compo-
sition, as was practiced in Syria the fatherland of Eunus.
This practice referred to by Diodorus, ™ no doubt has ref-
erence to the great labor unions called the eranoi, or bet-
ter, their branch, the thiasoi,™ a part of whose duty was
to provide entertainment for the members. It is known
that mimic entertainments of a histrionic character were
frequently among the programs of amusement. “There
was” says Dr. Biicher, “more than one bitter drop spilled
into the bowl of misery at such seiges; since overturned
riches, unbridled rapine, purposless power, appeared to
gentiemen to be the cause of their destruction; it was
in fact, a practical lesson against the will of these compul-
sory listeners to mimic tragedies, which, like every other
lesson where the spirit is against its learning, is fruitless
and unheeded.” ™
The bitter and bloody conflict of this great mutiny of
the working people of Sicily had now been raging about
6 years with the prophet of Antioch at its head. The mil-
itary force of Rome such as she conld spare, had been ex-
hausted again and again in efforts to regain her foothold
in Sicily, but in vain. The slaves were at last masters of
the island. Here, by a most fortunate circumstance, the
lacerated history of Diodorus remains so unbroken in this
particular link as to explicitly transmit this truth; and in
words which cannot well be misunderstood.™ Diodorus,
though his veracity has long lain in abeyance, has outlived
his calumniators, and great savants, having proved the
truth of statements by his pen which for many centuries
lay in ridicule, are now searching for them as being those
most valuable in critical use.
Besides the cities mentioned, there were many on the
of the island which also, one by one, joined the
1@ revolutionists, Some of them, it is known,
2 by force. Others offered themselves to the
3, partly through their own wish, partly from a
M, 4. 84,
l{el;‘s',l j]ﬁ:e ,I.X:T'y;e.‘f:ngt'le&"rdeln I-II. Also Infra, chap, xvii.
:XX1V. frag. H. § 25, “Ovdémore ordois dyévero mAwcaim SovAwy
v ) Zixediq, Si ;]V. woAAai mév méAas Sewvals wepiémeaov ovudopais,

| &rdpes kai yvraixes perd Téxvwy émeipifnoay TV peyioTwy d-
ica 8¢ 0 vijoos éxwvdivevoe weaeiv eis éfovoiav Spameriaw.”
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dread of sack and pillage.™ Among these were Tauro-
manion and Catana, the place of refuge for the daughter
of Damophilus and Megallis. As to Syracuse, ® the great
and long celebrated capital of Sicily, seat of the former
proud tyrants, home of Dion, Plato’s friend, and center
of the mechanical sciences of Archimides, the city whose
hills were quarried and pierced into horrid dungeons—the
suffocating latomies, where workingmen by thousands, un-
comforted and forgotten, had worked and smothered for
painful centuries to the delight of monsters such as Di-
onysius ;—as to this formidable theatre of the lapicidinae,
we are 8o far informed as to be able to say with a degree
of certainty, that also this haughty mistress of the Med-
iterranean fell before the rebel arms. *

Messana to the north, had been least abusive to these

ople when in bondage, and in consequence was spared.

et even Messana made a strong resistance ; for situsted
on the strait separating Sicily from Italy, an important
pivotal position by being almost as much Italian as Sicil-
ian, it at last gave way.*®

The eapture of this important seaport and stronghold
was the immediate cause of the uprising or strike of the
slaves and other working people, in large numbers, over
(Iil the “Italian side, of whicge we give an account in another
place.

™ 8trabo. Geog. VI:; Diod. frag. ii. 20, Orosius, V. 9.

80 From Diodorus we have one tattered fragment (ii. 9,) which makes
it probable that Syracuse also fell 1110 the renels’ grasp.

81 Elsewhere we have endeavored to show that there existed some un-
explained reason for Plato’s sirange experience amoug the fishermen of
8yracuse and the motiv: 8 ot D onysius in oanishing him thither. Piato was
bated by the workingmen., The fishermen amon whom he was relegated
certainly were organ.zed ; and they were in sympathy with the mercenary
solders on +trike because Dionysius reduced their pay. We herewith re-
produce the words of Dr. Bicher in his text pp. 66-8 and footnote 4: ‘‘Eunus
‘War zuletz fast Herr der ganzen Insel geworuén* * * wahracheinlich selbst Syra-
kus &c. Diod, frag. 9: 7ois xatapayoioe ToUs ‘tepwpévovs ixdis ovx v wavAa
Tov xaxoyv. O yap Saupdvior @omep emitndes eis wapaderymaTioudy Tois @AAais
éwavras Tovs amovevonuivous mepieidey afondijrovs. obro pév odv axoAovdws T
waps Jedv koAdoer xai Tis 8ud 7is ioropias BAaodnuias Terevxbres dmédavoav
7iis Swkalas émnpioews. Das Bruchstuck gehort hierher echon wegen « er in
seiner Nachbarschaft stehen:.en iragm. der Exc. Vatic.,, welcue simmte
lich auf den Sklavenkrieg Bézug haben. Beiden ‘heillegn Fisben” kann
nur an die ver Arethusa auf Oitnygia zedacht werden. von welchen Diod.
V, 8 Folgendes erzihlt: ravrqy (1.v 'Apidovoar) oV wovov xatd Tovs dpxaiovs
XPOvovs exewv peydlovs kai moAdois txdis, aAAd kai kard THY nuerdpav RAwxiar
ovpBaive. Siapévewy Tovrovs, ‘wepods drras kai adikTovs avdpimots. ¢ &v moArdxie
TIVY KaTd Tds WOAeuiKas WeploTuoels payoriwy. wapadofws émeanunre To Jetor
xai p dAats cvudopais wepie3dAe1o ToUs ToAmrcavras mpogevéyxagdas. mWpi O
axpefs avaypayoper &v 70is oixeiots Xpovois. .

8 Orosius, Historturum Libri Adversus Foganos, V.6, 9; Juli1s Ob o-
quens, .De Prodigtis, 1. 1. 62 Consult chapter Ix. Iafra

A
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The terrible scuffleinto which Rome was drawn, during
\ these momentous times, together with the murder of Ti-
berius Gracchus,* in B. C, 133, show how this mighty peo-
gl‘: were paralyzed by the labor problem of that century.
t with the death of this powerful tribune and faithfal
friend of the , the fortunes of the victorious Eunus .
crumbled. The real but hidden cause of the compara-
tively unobstructed career which had now held him king
-of Sicily fully 10 years, was probably not Rome’s inability
to cope with him in military force and tactics; it was her
social and political demoralization. It was an interreg-
num of wills;—whether paganism should continue its reck-
less course against nature, against justice, against human
development, and cover the earth with slaves, or whether
a revolution against it should, in defiance of its haughty
and despoticvémadilectiom and unbridled greed, be sub-
‘mitted to. When we look back at the astonishing con-
quest of Eunus and of his generals and men from this
ﬁint of view we shall see the waves of the phenomena of
me’s final downfall then and there begun, roll back,
together with many another dark political obscurity.
QGracchus was not yet dead, but still in the vortex of
‘his anti-slavery land agitation, spurred on by Blossius his
devoted fneelﬁ C. Calpurniusqi’iso was one of the con-
:guls chosen for that year. On him devolved the command
in Sicily. He arrived at Messana with a large force and
finding it in possession of the slaves, laid siege to the city.
After a severe storming the place fell into the bands of
the Romans. As many as 8,000 slaves were slain and the
prisoners captured were all crucified. Piso was a man of
much nerve and business energy, combined with judg-

8 Plutarch. 4. Gracchus, 9-14; Appi De Bellis Civilibus, 1ib. 1. 92
SMéxpe TeBépios Zepmpivios Tpdxxos, avip ‘éwiparis, xai Aapwpds és dehoripiar,
-aiwety Te SuvardTaros, kai éx Twvde opod wévray yywpiudrartos dwagt Symapxdv,
doepvoréymae wepi Tob "IraAwkod yévous, @s evmolepwrarov Te Kai ouvyyevods, GOecpo-
pévov 3% xar' dAiyov és dwopiar xal bAtyavdpiav, xai ovdi éAwida exorros es Sudp-
Owaiy. 'Ent 8t rq SovAig Svoxepdvas, ﬁ'wdwpwrnhcg, xai obrore és Seombras msTy,
70 évayyos éwfveyxey év Sixeyig Seomorav wifos Uwo Oepamévrwy yevbuevov, nufn

Mévey kaxeivoy Grd yewpyias. mai rdv éw’ avrovs ‘Papaiwy wéAepow, ob pgdiov,
ol8t Bpaxdv, &AX’és 7e puikos xpévov, xai Tpowas xirdvrwy moikidas éxTpawévra.
Tadra 8 eimby, dvexaivife Tdv vépov® Mndéva tov mevraxosiwy wAéfpwy wAeov
dxeww. Maidi 8 atriow, Unép ™v malady vépov mpocerife Ta Huicea wovrwy’ kai Tyy
Aoy, Tpeiv aiperods dvdpus, dvardacaonévovs xat' éros, Siavémewr vois wérna”
Wordsworth. Fragments of Early Laiin, p. 221. We huve in the preceding
<chapter, giving an account of the great epedemic of str kes snd u 1is'nes
which were occurring_almost evcmhere in the Rom-' n terntory, caueed
entirely by a profound and honest atisfaction amo..g the laboring , euple.
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ment. In addition to this, he must have had a large army,
All we possess of the facts are hints touching the main
events ; the particulars are left to be drawn by inference,
Certain it is that his force was large enough to assure him
in the bold adventure of attacking Enna; and judging by
comparison with the magnitude of the Roman armies af-
‘terwards sent to subdue Spartacus, * he could not have
had fewer than 75,000 or 100,000 men. Considering the
resulte positively known, it ‘may be no boldness to pre-
gume that his army was at least 80,000 strong.

The insurrectionary armies on the other hand, were,
without doubt, greatly demoralized by their hitherto un-
failing successes. They were now no longer slaves, but a
host of ignorant and superstitious freedmen regaling un-
‘hindered in wantonness and luxury, having had 10 years
of seeurity, constantly under the delusion that king Eu-
nus, if not himself an immortal, was at least in daily inter-
course with Ceres, whom nobody dared imagine to be less
than the powerful protecting goddess of that island.
"Thus fortified in delusions confirmed, they had in course of
‘these ten years of good fortune, begun to relax their vig-
ilance, Jeuving -to the supernatural, the power which alone
their own strong,- wel-directed arms could aceomplish.
Things were in donsequence, now in perfeot readiness for
Rome to triambph ‘over the rebellion.

Piso, instead of waiting to skirmish with the generals
of Bunas, marched directly to his stronghold. It was a
bold strike; and affords-us an excellent exhibit of his cour-
age and judgment. He was no communist; and an in-

noe proving this is recorded which clearly shows that
socialistio theories were being discussed in those ancient
days, by rich and poor: In the fierce struggle which re-
sulted in the murder of the Gracchi, this same Piso said to
one of these stanch advocates of the rights of labor, as he
railed against the growing spirit of equality threatening
extinetion to the proud Roman gers and making inroads
updn the tribuneg and the senate: “It is not with my will
and consent that you desire to divide your pra&e ; but
should you do so {ahall demand my share.”® The slaves
were socialists, enjoying their booty in common; and it

9 See chapter xi. below.
% cero Tusculanarum Dipulationm Lidri III. 20, 48.
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could not be expected that any leniency would be shown
them by Piso.

According to our authority, Piso, after the capture of
Messana, turned his campaign directly towsrd Eunus’
sitadel on the heights of Enna. A captain of cavalry led
his force too incauntiously and got into an ambush laid by
the mutineers where he met with some loss in arms, men
and horses. Piso singled him out as a coward. He was
humiliated, and barefoot and almost naked, obliged to
stard before the tent as a watch, forbidden to speak with
his comrades or to enjoy his baths. Those left of the
defeated cavalry were ordered to give up their horses and
go into the company of elingers.*” The object of this se-
vere measure was to thoroughly impress the Roman sol-
diers with the almost deadly results to them, of a failure
through disobedience or lack of bravery. On the other
hand, toth leadersand rank and file were rewarded for an
act of valcr. Valerius Maximus * also tells a story of Pi- .
£0’s own son, who for having performed some meritorious
act in this csmpaign, was awarded a golden cross weigh-
three pounds, which he was requested by his father to
serve and wear after he bad returned to Rome and it
been publicly presented. This had the effect to fill the
minds of all with emulation, adding dash and intrepidity
while doubtless dispelling a superstitious fear of the long
victorious slaves.

At last the Roman legions arrived before the walls of
Enna and immediately laid siege. We are indebted to
Lr. Biicher’s invaluable dissertation, referring us to Dr.
Eockh’s inscriptions often used by us; for without lds
mention we might have missed certain paleographs thet
st ed light upon the otherwice unwritten pages of Piso's
siege «f Enna.® On the noithern steep of the cityisa
gr.at rock from which the slave women flung
the living form of Megsllis, wife of Lsmcphiles.® To

8 Valerius Maximue, Fact. Dict. Mem. 11,7 9. ®id IV.3 B

88 Buch, dusstdnde. 8.74. note 1 reads : *‘Ritchl. P. L. M. VIII. 1:Comp.
Inserptionum Latinarum. (Bockh)|po. 642 £q. vgl. Nitech a a O. Sene
249. Aus dem zweiten SBicilitchen Aufstande : Corp. Imscr. Gresc. Bickh,
No. 570, 5687, 5748, z. Th., mit dem Namen des Athenjon. No. S5éBams
Leontinimit der Aufschrift APAMEO geht vielleicht auf dem AMY¥FR
Eunus, Cm{. Inse, Lat No 646. Rq. stammen wohl aus cem Feohs -
krieg.” We however subjoin the remark that Diodorus mentions A therion
88 having likewise been of Apamea—a point which the lexroed pliw-
logist may have overlooked.

9 Ran enrrent chanter, page 215
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this day there are occasionally found, on and about this
rock, balls from the Roman catapults which were hurled
at the walls of the teleagered city during that siege,™
These relics of Roman projectiles have the name, L. Piso
inscribed upon them; as they are found in quantities, "
the circumstance goes far to attest the prodigious mag-
pitude of the siege, as well as the great length of time
that must have been consumed before the place fell into
the Roman consul’s hands. In fact, it did not fall before
the sword of Pico. He was, in some mysterious manner,re~

ulsed; being probably many times attacked and repelled
gy the sorties of Cleon. At last he is found in the nar-
sative back on the east coast having without a shadow of

.

oubt, been driven there by the slave-king.

In B.C. 132, P, Rupilius waschosen consul at Rome. As
just hinted, Piso had met with some unchronicled disaster
the hands of the stubborn rebels of Eunus, who bad in

b

heir turn, taken the offensive and surged him back to
e sea.® Rupilius had already held office in Sicily under
 joint stock company and had made a large fortune in
ép‘ oaﬁgcity of a land speculator. During his official life
ere he.had acquired a good knowledge of the roads and

ncipal objective points of the island.™ It was this same
uptlius who, with Popilejus La#nus, urged and in some
egree consummated the persecutions of Gracchus, whose
revival of the ancient. Licinian law and whose socialistie
oratory had enraged the land and slave-holding aristocracy

* " Bbckh. 0. I L, nos. 642, &646? 0. I. & bb70, 5687, 5738; Ritchl.
Puastus, V1II. 1. Bookh, C. 1. L. 8748 g ves the word APaMEO |, e: ‘‘Eunus
of Apamea ” It may mean Athen.on of Apamea, however; but both were
erful labor agitators.

” Hll:{. N.H. V11, 86; Cic. Twe. IV, 17,40; Lal. 10, 20, 73, 68,

% Bich. Awfit. D, unfr. Ard. 8, 13.

# Valorfup Maximus, Pactorum Diclorumgae Memorabiia, 14d. V1. 9, 8;
fett . Breter siellisch. Nklavenivieg S. 85, note 87, * Psendoascon, in Verr.

)i gmz; P. Rupilius quondam ex publicano fuctus consul. Valer, Max. VI,
9, 8 afzkhit sogar, dass er urepriinglich, ein Diener der Staatspichter gewesen
sei: P, Rapilius non publicanum In 8icilia egit, sed operas publ.canis dedit
Idem ultimam inopinm snam, aactoraro sociis officio, susten'avit —Er war ein
Freund des jtngern 8cipio Cic. Lael 19, Als Consul fiihric er gu Ant
seines Amtefahres ‘mit seinem Coliegen Popilifus Laenas die Untersuchung

egen dic Mitechuldigan des Tib. Grucchus (Cic. Lael. 11, Vai, Max. 1V, 7, 1),

ach Vellei. Pat 11,7 wurde er wegen der Strenye, mit welcher diese Unter-
suchung g fhrt wurde, gle ch Poplltins vor Gericht gez: gen, withrend andere

Schrif«teller nur von d r Verfolgung des Letztern durch C. Graccus sprechen.
Vgl Fauty's RE. V. 1900, Er encete spiter plotelich aus Aerger uud Schreck
aber dic mis<lungene Bewerbaug s+ines Bruders um  as Consulat. Cic. Tusc,
IV, 17. irrthimlich nennt iibrigens Florus I1I, 19 den Peryerna als den Be-
sleger der Sklaven.”
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of Rome to a high pitch and caused his murder by a mob
of the nobility the year before, while Piso was vainly be-
sieging Eunus at Enna. Such & man would therefore,
naturally be selected by them as a proper person to con-
fide in;3}f sent to quell the great uprising OF their chattels
in Sicfty, It does not appear however, that Rupilius as-
sumed command of Piso’s army immediately on his elec-
tion to the consulship. But that he superseded him ® is
certain; for his trouble with the unreliableness of his own
troops is spoken of by a number of the old writers. * A
son-1n-law of Rupilius, Q: Fabius, commander-in-chief of_
a division of Piso’s army, had been defeated at Tauroma-
nion on the eastern coast of Sicily, losing the citadel, a
stronghold of much value. This had proved a triumph to
the revolutionists, But it appears to have been re-taken
by Piso in some subsequent struggle.” - .
Rupilius on assuming command, found Tauromanion.
again in the possession of Cleon and Eunus. As a pun-
ishment, Fabius was deprived of his command and com-
pelled to quit the island. Rupilius then resolved to lay
siege to Tauromanion. The besieged fought desperatel
and by an exhibit of courage and impetuosity threw mﬂ
the Roman forces, driving them into a corner. * Still Ru-
pilius was not overcome. Rallying, he attacked the de-
fenses of the slaves and checked their opportinity to do
great damage. He then closed them in and began the
process of starvation with all the malignant obstinacy of &
Roman warrior. How long the siege lasted is not quite
apparent ; but in time, the provisions began fo disappear.
Hunger at last made its gaunt and ghastly tread into the
abodes of the besieged, turning brave men into cannibals
and making life a lottery by adding a horror of -the car- |
nivore to the pang of death. . The poor wretches first at-
tacked their own children and devoured their flesh; and
then with the true beastliness of the gunmcophage, they

% Biuch. 8. 74. 9 Valer. Max. VI 9, 8,

95 Diod. frag, ii. § 20, 9 Valer, Max. IX. 13; Oros. V. 9; Fior. III. 19,

Jd V.11, 7, 8 ;Flor. III. 19, . .
Diod. XXXIV, frag. ii. 20. Kard §i SixeAiar nigero 1O kaxby, xal wéAeis HAiorovre
a’ravBpor kal woAAd oTparémeda vmd TOY dmooTaTdv xavexéwnoav, fws "PoumiAiog
o ‘Popaiwy orparnyds 7o Tavpouévioy aveodoato ‘Pepaiots, kapTepds udv avrd
roAiopriioas, Kal eis dpaTov dvdykny xal Audy Tobs awosTdTas gvyxAeioas, dsre
«péapévovs éx woidwy Bopas xal SieAO6vras Sid yvvaikdy undé Tis alTwy dAAgAopay-
cae u¥d Aws deicaciac. .
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sated their wolfish appetites on the flesh and the innocent
“blood of women and other adults who could not fight. *

- Tauromanion was commanded by Cleon’s brother, Co-
manus. In a moment of extreme desperatio latter,
half dead with the grip of famine made an , €s-
~cape. He was however, detected issuing from
of the doomed city. Arrested and led before his ha
enemy, the inexorable Rupilius, he was questioned regard-
ing the power of his comrades within the fortifications,
their objects and hopes of escape. The hour of the bold
mman of terrors had come. Never deigning an answer, with
.an'almost unheard-of force of will, the man, after a wild
moment’s pause and a withering stare, covered his head
‘with his mantle, drew in his breath, and by a superhuman
struggle at self-command, refused to breathe again, dying
amidst and before the astonished gaze of, Rupilius an
his guards!*

Finally the Romans succeeded in battering through
the lotver wall a gap and thus forced an entrance. But
there yet remained an excellent and almost impregnable
citadel into which the besieged took refuge as the Romans
entered the breach. Here again they safély held them-
selves for a time, until through a treachery of one of the
commanders, the Romans were admitted.

The scene which followed must be imagined; it cannot
be describéd, With a spirit of relentless vengeance Ru-
pilius tied the helpless, writhing prisoners fast, until his
soldiers could have time to erect a multitude of gibbets ;
then in the frightful mahner of all Roman criminals and
the proletarian outcasts, they were hung upon the igno-
minious cross. Afterwards their bodies were hurled down
all precipices which formed an escarpment of the cita-
del.* Little indeed is preserved of this awful martyrdom
but a variety of broken gems corresponding with {he main
body of our narrative, are extant, which leave us the con-
jecture that its language falls short of the ghastly truth.

It is fair here to state on the other hand that & similar
cruelty and want of feeling characterized the men in re-
bellion. Their vote at the first deliberative council de-

% Diod. frag.1i. §20; Oros. V. 9.
#»Val. Max. IX. 18, exc. 1.
10Compare Siefert, 8. 28 with Bucher, 8. 78,
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K o O 3
olaring for the butcher-knifq policy was an edict, inhumagp
and unworthy of a cause so exalted ag that of freedom..
Nor dogge, except under the sagacious Acheeus, find that:
they gulll deviated from this cruel and almost internecine
1 ieh may have tended to harden the spirit in Ru-
pilid8, of revenge, retaliation aud ferocity. |, . .
Rupilius, having now partially quenched & blood-thirst-
ing spirit on these victims, marched directly for Enna. Om
his arrival he found the place an almost natural fortress, ag
difficult to storm as Tauromspion. Upon one side 8 sim-,
ilar precipice formed a natural wall, impregnable under
any assault, The only thing practicable was to besiege:
the flace, wait until the enemy’s stoges gave out and ap-

ly for a second time, the process. of starvation. . Cleon,,

e hitherto unconquerable gommander-in chief, hold the
fort. Eunus and l(nlis retinue l;.;g also gone back toliitheq
before the siege of Tauromanjon opened. - Achsus is lost:
sight of He is mentioned gs dead; but from whatscauge
is unknown,, ( f;rm;,x_ms:;!m-d fallen gt Tauramanion. .A
the siege, there frequently occurrqg _sorties of hodies of,
volunteers who would sometimes dash with precipitation:
from within the walls, qutting, woynding and taking pri
oners, numbers often of the consul’s begt men, In one
these sallies Cleon, the intrepid chief, now mgnstay of the
already worn out and fainting slaves, was the leader in
person.., The number of the party this time proved in
sufficni to_cope with the force which Rupilus detailed
fdgainst them and in an effort to extricate them from the
peril Cleon himself, in a hand to hand conflict, fell mor-
tally wounded, a prisoner of the Romans, and expired..
) \Z’hen the news of the death of this loved m.'ndp trugted.
leader came to the ears of Eunus and his people, & gen:
eral gloom overspread the city. . Courage was shatierpd
The king himself lost hope. His faith forsook him sngd:
he shrank in horror and despair. Now followed the werk
of that perfidious, cruel, with ancient workingmen’s or-
ganizaﬁdns, ever-present pest, the traitor. As at Setia, af

union, at Tauromanion, 8o here at Enna, this dangerong
gorgon of insidiousness and villainy was at his post with
fair words and foul intrigue ready to work his deadly poi-
son for the enemy and against a friend and thys the keys
to the gates of the city were soon after the deatb of Cleon,
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«delivered to the workingmen's implacable foe. FEnna fell
‘into the hands of the Romans, = <~ <1 o tes o
*The wholesale slaughter of the people, all of whom were
eaptured, is an untraced horror. A.lf that we are told by
the hintsleftin fragmentsof its historians and seen in later
<commentaries, is that 20,000 of them, including the catas-
trophe of Tauromanion; bit the dust. The multitude of
soldiers, of the aged, of women and children who suffered
by sword and cross in other parts of Sicily, may be easily
imagined. But at Enna the crucifix for weeks was a busy
demon of retribution. A sullen gleam of joy seems to
have lit the ‘workers of revenge and to have made the
glare of the firebrands of torture and the sobs and moans
of the helpless in their hour of agony 8o cruelly prolonged,
moments of a true elysium to the maddened aristocracy
with soals steeped in' competism, whose glaives wreaked
as they slashed from- hedrt to heart of these vanquished
representatives of labor. ** ‘
Eunus who had, during his day of fortune, given him-
self up to luxury and perhaps gluttony, had probably be-
come demoralized and with him many others, ** A whole
people, suddenly changed from abject slavery and degra-
dation into afflience, becomeés in turn, the arrogant mas-
ter, the owner, lord}; and enters and oceupies a condition
uttetly unnatural to their expectations, however well it
may conform to their tastés. The result is voluptuous-
ness and degeneracy. The ten years’ uninterrupted reign
of Eunus may have resulted in jealousies and internal dis-
tempers. How Achmus camé to his end-is wnknown ; bitt
suspicion points to some fatal feud between him and Cleon.
+ue great army of 200,000 soldiers™* at the time of the
junction of Achzus and Cléon is no longer in viéw upon
‘the rv-ival of Piso and the first sicge of Enna: “Wherse
were these legions, invincible at the outbreak of the war?
‘Whaut nad oceurred in ernally? o
Eunus lost all hope and courage at the death of Cleon;
and a8 Rupilius entcred, shrank from his kingly seat an
fled with & thousand guards, equslly bereft of courage,

101 Sjefort, 22: “Die Sklaven wurden unter Martern getddtet, melst von
den hohen Fel-en gestirzt. Auch hier (bei Henna) wur ren Tausende nieder-

; die Gesammtzahl der in Tauromenion und Henna getddtéeten Sklaven
ﬁotrq‘g‘ ber zvunzifh\uend,” 103 Béich. 8. 76,
. 198.Diod, XXXIV, Mrag, ii; Siefet, 8. 20 ; Buch. 8. 65. Bucher and

flsfort are agreed in putting the number at 200,000, Livy, Cleon alone, 70,000,
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hoping to escape to an inaccessible oleft or hiding place
in the mountain. This rift of rocks wth its trembling con-
tents was soon discovered by a straggling party of Roman.
troops. Physical force. was at an end and the omnipotent

wers of the humiliated prophet were now all that his ad-
herents had to fall back upon for succor. The Romans -
approached and commenced furiously the work of arrest.
Seeing that the goddess had withdrawn her arm of pro-
tection, the guards of Eunus, rather than suffer the hor-
rors of the cruel and ignominious crucifixion, fell to mu-
tual extermination and by & desperate inter-suicide, rob-
bed the gibbet of its prey. Eunus.with his cook, his baker,
his bath attendant and “king’s fool,” '™ haying no courage
for mutual self-destruction, hid in a deep orevice of the
crag. Thither the inexorable Romans followed and drag-
ged them out. They then hung his. kitchen mates upon:
8 Cross.

As to Eunus, he was first taken to the dungeon of Mor~
gantion, under guard; afterwards, acoording to Plutarch,
to Rome, (probably the carcer Tullianus, or one of the
underground Mamertine caves) where in excruciating mis-
ery, covered with vermin and seething in filth, darkmess.
and terror, he ended his extraordinary life.'*

Rupilius was a. man too thorough to leave his work un+
finished. He sent powerful detachments into every part
of Sicily wherever his scouts brought intelligence of any-
group of rebels still at large. Great numbers of them.
were seized, brought into-head-quarters and thence taken.

104 Diod, XXXIV. frag. ii.28.
10 Diod. XXXI1V. frag. if. 23. Dind. "*Kai wapadofeis eis gviaxiy, rai ros’
arosavrol SiaAvlévros eis plepir wAiidos, olxeiws_tHswepl avrdv pebiovoyias
xaréorgeye Tov Biov év 1 Mopyavrive,” lavy. Epit. XC: *‘Capitur, cargerv s
lis devoratur ;™ utarch, in Life of 8ylla, 37, says; “This
ahovss,” speaking of Sylla, “corrupted his flesh turningit all into live.” *& e .
¢We are told that am the an i¢nts, Acastus, son of Pelias, died of this.
sickness: and of those that come nearer our times, Alcmen the poet, Pher.
© ydes the divine, Callisthenes t''e Olynthian who was kept in close prison,
and Mucius the lJawyer. And after these wo may take notl e of a man who
did not distinguish Ihimself by anythinglaudable, but wes noted in anothee-
way, it may be mentiomed that the fugitive slave Eunus, who kindled up the-
servile war in Siclly and was afterwards ta<en and carried to Rome, died
there of this disease;” Siefert 22 *Mit 4 seiner Dienér, dem Koch..dem Biicker,
dem Badesklaven und dem Lustigmacher ward er in einer Hoélhe gelangea.
Er stary im Geféngniss an der LEusekrankheit entweder: zu Morgantion oder*
Rom.”: Accordine to Prudcutius (Hymn V,) the ancient cavern priso ns
were consiructed with an object to rroduce as much tortarc as possaible,
Other sucient authors agree inr conveying the idea that human ingennity was
taxced to Invent duch bells,
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to the many Dionysian quarries or lapicidinae, dungeons
for which Sicily was famous, and those found g'm.lg of di-
rect participation in the uprising were crucifi But
these latter were the most numerous share. All the rest
were re-delivered to their masters to receive worse treat-
ment than before.
- Such was the first servile war in Slclly ; the greatest
labor rebellion or strike, on record ih any country or at
any time. It was a most suggestive matter; being in-
ired by, based upon, animated, from' ita mcephon and
aﬁ through by grievances against the conditions regu]atmg
labor and relying upon the superstitious ides Mes-
siah, fervently believed, among the ancient poor, to be
their promised deliverer. ‘



GHAPTER X.

ARISTONICUS.
.A BLOODY STRIKE IN ASIA MINOR.

Freeomen, Bonpsuen, Trawrs and Illegitimates Rise against Op-
greuion—Oontagion of monater SBtrikes—Again the Irasci-
le Plan of Rescue tried—Aristonicus of Pergamus—Story
of the Murder of Titus Gracchus and of 300 Land Reformers
by a Mob of Nobles at Rome—Blossius, a Noble, Espouses
the Oause of the Workingmen—He goes to Pergamus—The
Heliopolitas—The Commander of the Labor Army overpow-
ers all Resistance—Battle of Leuca—Overthrow of the Rom-
ans—Death of Orassus—Arrival of the Consul Paperna—De-
feat of the Insurgents—Their Punishment—Discouragement
and Suicide—Aristonicus strangled, Thousands crucified and
the Oause Lost—Old Authors Quoted.

TrE great uprising or strike, y of slaves and
of freedmen, artisans and farmeg:r:il; Pergamus a.ndpi;rtiltz
vicinity, was to some extent the result of the abortive slave
revolution in Sicily just described. It is interesting to
the student of sociology, but especially so to the student
of social life in antiquity, in many resiects, if for no other
reason than that it occurred but a short distance from
Palestine with its Nazareth, its Jerusalem, its thousand
memorable scenes that 163-166 years afterwards cradled
and founded the mightier, more imperishable revolu-
tion of Christianity which aimed the final blow at slavery.

Pergamus, on the river Guicus, was, at the time of this
story, a beautiful city, already ancient in years and vicis-
situdes. Attalus 111, a son of Eumenes, a freaky, cruel
and jealous monarch, ruled the place from B. C. 138 to
183, when at his death he transferred it without a con-
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test to the Romaus; so that it was a Roman possession
‘when our dtory begins. The official news of this testa-
inent of Attalus was delivered to the delighted Roman
‘Senate in the early fall of B. C. 183. There had been a
great turmoil in Rome, ocoasioned by the abortive attempt
‘of Titus Gracchus to restore the Licinian law, making it
‘a crime for any person to.hold more than 500 acres of
Jdand. The entire aristooracy -had combined with the
most unscrupulous and des resistance against Grac-
chus; and that same year murdered him for daring
o Eropose & measure which might curtail their arrogant
‘and altogether -illegal seizure and appropriation of the
_public domain, ager publicus; thas building up a landed
‘aristocracy. Tlie poor e, freedmen and slaves; had
‘been intensely inte: .in the results of the commotion,
which in the assassination of Gracchus by the lordsand the
overthrow of his noeble measure, had a disaster to
them. Finally the defeat of Eunus and his army of revo-
“lutionists in Sicily, at that moment m&lilhed by Rupil-
“ius, added to the woe of the entire plébeian class. But
now, as if this misfortune was' not enough io .fill their
cup of bitterness, the nows . arivés from Asia Minor, a
“eountry in which the trade and labor unions were more
splendiadly than almost any other part of the
‘world,' tbat Pergamus and the .whole rich province of
-Bumenes and his suoccessovs, was, without a struggle,
‘turned over to the greedy Romans, with its beautiful and
fertile valleys of the  Guicus and tributavies, to become
:the seehe of human slavery and its extended hoerors. Al-
ready this terrible institution. was planted #here, compet-
‘ing with:free labor. :But this free labor is proved by the
>iriseriptions to have been so well .organized and so self-
" gustaising that it could exist under slmost any government
except that of the conquering, trampling Romans. The
;neéws, then, that Pergamus had been deeded to Rome,
.mithout even consulting her people, was a inournful shadow
..Which. the proletarian class, if we judge b¥ what followed,
,certainly interpreted to mean the doom of liberty and or-
.ganization. Plujarch thinks that human slavery and its
“booty had much to do with this strange transaction, which
.affonded .Gracchus a chance to argue for an immediate
1 See chapters xix. and wxi.
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distribution of money and lands, left in the tegtament of
the dead king, among the poor, under this new agrarian
measure which had actually passed and become & law.*
Of course such a proposition only exasperated the Roman
lords to the frenzy which burst into a tumultuous mob
and ended in that eloquent, well-meaning tribune’s violent
death, followed by a great insurrection or meb of the
Roman lords and the murder-of over 300 work people at
Rome. There has been considerable comment by the his-
torians and others, as to the legality of the . testament of
Attalus,’ who at the time of his death is thought by his
strange conduoct to have been insane.

Attalus had a half brother named Aristonicus, a natural
son of Eumenes by a woman of the place who was a daughter
of & musician whom probably the royal family had em-
ployed. According to a clause in the law of suecession it.
appears that this person, now a strong, ambitious and vig-
orous man,was the real heir apparent to the throne, al-
though only half noble and the other half plebeian by
birth. He certainly submitted with a bad grace to the
arbi testament of the dead king, which, it was sus-
Ected. been socomplished through intriguing Roman

wyers often seen hovering about the palace.* Aristoni-
cus entered his claim to the throne immediately after the
tyrant’s death. He entered into the new project with
energy. Nor was he without friends. The largest part of
the lnngdom favored his pretemtion. There were many
cities of some dimensions lying in the valleys of the river
Guicus and its tributaries, nearly all of which determined
for him from the start as their future king. By the ap-
prarance of things Aristonicus was nat only one of the
common people but very popular- among them. Like the

$ Plutarch, Tiderius Sempronius Gracskws, 14, Oros. V. 8. Gracchus had not
met his fate when Eudamus delivered the testament of Attalus to the Romans,

3 Livy, Epitom. LVIII., LVIX,. which give us enough to show that Livy also
‘wrote the his of this ¢ mutiny w he calls a bellnm servile.  Oros. V.
8, 10. Strabo, XIII. Sallust, IV, i beul Romani fragments
“ Kumenem, cujus amicitiam gloriose ostentant. initio prodidere Antiochd. pasi.
mercedem: post Attalum custodem agri captivi sumtibus et contumeliis ex
rege miserramum setvorum effecere: simulatéoque impio to, filiam ejus
Aristonicam, qaia patrium regnum petiverat, hostium more per trinmphum
duxere: Asiaab ipsis obsessa est: postremo totam Bithyniam, Nicomede mortuo,
diripuere, com fllins Nuem, quam reginam appellaverant, genitus hand dubie

esget.” Blch. Aiv. 8. 103,
xxx hod XXXIV., frags. i and it, Oros. V. 10, Strabo, XTV. p. 648. Polyl.



CITIZENS OF THE SUN. 235 -

rest, he was a castaway. . Rome.hauyghtily refused to.re-
cognize his claim. A ‘number of cities like Colophon,
Myndum, and thickly populated places as Samos, even if
they wished to side with him, were afraid of the Romans.
To secure them it was necessary to use armed force.
Aristonicus soon found himself at the head of a consider-
able army and also a little navy consisting of a number
of ships. From the palace he had obtained some money
and with it he hired ian freedmen as mercenaries, a
common practice of those times. Besides these, many of
the soldiers were those who formerly had done duty for
his brother. -

The Ephesians, seeing the turn things were taking sent
a fleet against him which completely destroyed his little
squadron near the coast opposite Cyme, Aristonicus now
determined to depend upon trying his fortunes by land.

Great numbers of slaves having heard of the success of
Eunus in Sicily, and fearing, as well they might, that the
ocoupation of Pergamus by the Romans would result in
their worse degradation, were ready to welcome the new
- adventurer. The organized freedmen had cause for still
greater fears, It was at the commencement of those days
of persecution of trade unions by the Romans which eul-
minated B. C. :8, in alt:;w for their suppm:fsion.‘ The
workingmen of antiquity possessed means of conveyi
intelligence of then&wpes, fears and methods fmmy:n%
otﬁ;ter or tht to anodthertza;n;i it is ntselgminedthatin
~ this war of the pretender throne of Per, , large
numbers, not oxl:ly of slaves, but also of ueeﬁ:a'::’ joined
his army, although it was always known as the servile war.

In the interior he found the slaves already in rebellion.
They had raised in & great insurrection, murdered their
masters, taken possession of their estates® and were oz-
ganizing an army when Aristonicus appeared before them
mnki.nghovertures for their mutual assistance. He effered
them their freedom and a respectable place in the army.
He promised them that on the result of success he would
build up a state based on their ideal of freedom and equal-
ity as had been advocated in the meetings of the unions.

ret 8 Bee chaps. xii to xviil, containing full accounts with foot notes ot proog
erence.
«D-od. XXXIV, frag. fil.
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The eranoi and thiasoi’ existed in great numbers on this
coast &f ‘Asia Minor, espocially 4t Oyme, Pergamds 't
Samos. These, in common with those in Gireece, Syria, and
‘the islands, had established a culture of democracy. The
‘E:omise made to these confiding people was that they should
ve the enjoyment of their rights guaranteed them and
should be made full citizens; their state which the new
monarch was to govern fot them was to be the * sun * amotig
natious and they were to be the ennobled, dazzling citizens
of the sun, Heliopolitai. Such a condition bespoke slmust
the opposite of what they had ever seen in human govern-
ment. The old groundwork of Greek government was one
of lordship and bondsmen, dividing mankind by a gap so
wide that it could scarcely be passed by leaps of fortune or
aptitude. . Yet they seem to have been able to comprehend
the force of these promises. The discussions they had pre-
viously had in theit societies had prepared them to receive
and appreciate the promise. On the other hand they were
to work with an gbedient will and help theénew king to estab-
lish himself on the throne. Dr. Biicher® points out that
the dazzling idea of becoming such ditizens of the sun was
what enraptured and won the slaves of Enna and all Siolly
over to' Eunas during the great servile war. - The mote
aneient Syrian religion ‘had been that ¢f sun-worship, and
their sun-god was - e?ivalam in power and importance to
the Greek Jove.* - The Syrians had an ideh that their sun-
worship was done to a san-god and goddess ; the god being
equal to. Jupiter andthe goddess to Demeter or Ceres. So
we hear of Enhus pretending t0°b¢ the chosen representa-
‘tive of Cores, who made the sun warm the fraits of the
earth. Like the Greek gods who dwelt on the beight of
Olympus the ouranos or vaulted dome of heaven, so Adad
and Atargatis; the sun-god and goddess of the Syrians,¥ had
sheir celestial home onthe plateau eminence between the
twin mountains of Lebanon, at the source of the Orontes,
"whose waters swept the foot of Antioch. Suwn and ‘earth

7 For eramos and {hiasas, the ancient Greok-speaking labor unions, see chap.
# .

xix, a.
- u%mwdcda Unfreien Arbeiter, 8. 108, * Der name der Heliopoliten, weist
carauf hin, dase ¢s derselbe war durch welchen Enpus seine Syrer ,hnalngmd'
9 Macrobius Saturnaliorum Librs, I, 13, 10, Eyssenhardt, 1468: ‘*Assyril quoque
eolem sub nomine Jovis, quem Aia ‘HAcovworirnw cognominant, maximis cerimo-
niis eelsebr%nt inl lci.vltm qus Hellopolis nuncupatur.” .
' lstrabo . ' ' !
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aro;within their power which is all that is glory, goodness
and light. Thus these poor enslaved beings, stunted.by
hard lahor and sufferings, either as slaves under the master’s
Iash or as freedmen whose organizations are threatened or
broken up, and whosa business is lost—they being already
in a state of insurrection—quickly grasped the offer of Arie-
tol:}"cm amd became his soldiers.. , C
hus began another great strike or uprising.of the labor-
olass; this time in far o%Asia Minar, that was destined to
add one more Jink to the already immense concatenation of
circumstances leading to the great revolution of Jesus. Bat
it may be looked upon as a most necessary .thing in the
stubbora Jogic of a flas, in order that mankind might be
taught the ntter fallacy of any vengeful policy basetf upon
the purely irascible, combating the acquisitive or conoupis-
oent impulses of human nature. . . L
.: Aristonicys began the war with. slayes and freedmen as
soldiers,.in 8 manner similar,to that.of Bnous. His object
was to become a king over a socialistic state. . We arxe not
aware of the number of citiew that refased him, hut.it mast
have been considerable.””,, These he stormed. and on forcing
an entrange, plondered and treated with erwelty. The first
cix.y taken. was Thyratira; the. next. Apollonis—large towns
bui)t by the Atalm aud Selencids. . . .. . | 1
Conquest followed and city after. city fell into.the hands
of the prevender and his rebel afmy... This au¢cessful cam-
paign continned nntil we find them in possession of the en~
tire kingdom. Nothing i8 imparted ta us in. regard ta
whether the neighboring slaves rebelled against their mas-
ters, in imitation of these proceedings at. Pergamus.
., At Rome, little or nothing was d one during the year B.
C,:133-133, to quell the new uprising in Asim , The great
city was still trembling midst the cyclonic. billows.of the
@racchanrevolt, Thenew servile wars at Rome and Capus,
- qxcited to a high pitch by the affair of .Gracchns and his
ian law was a dangerous rekindling of the war of Eunus,
itus Gracchus during this period was assassinated, as we
shall soon relate, and a large detachment of the Roman army
was still absent in Sicily under Rupilius, putting down the

11 Sallust wrote a fult history of the war but his detafls ate all gone. Noths
ing of his valuable history remains except iragments, some of themw sc broken
as to contain only half a Jine.
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immense eocial upheaval recounted in the preceding chapter.

Thus, for a short time Rome had no timé to turn atien-
tion toward her new territory of Pergamus bequeathed her
by Attalus III. When the news, however, reached the city
that the pretender was earnestly and successfully making
headway and with the armed proletaries, rapidly achieving
their object, the Romans awoke to a realization of the truth.
But wherever the promise of booty showed itself they were
seldom known to lie negligent or apathetic.

The two consuls for the year 131 were P. Licinius Cras-’
sas Mucianus and L. Valerius Flaccus. According to an
old usage, Licinius Crassus was the Pontifix Maximus, and
as such, through a religious superstition, could not leave
Italy. Pagan religion also interposed against the other con-
sul taking the field ;- he being- Flamen Martialis to his col-
league. There arose a dispute among the scnators, and the
illustrions name of Scipio Africanus was brought up for the
general command of the expedition. But this plan was re-
jected and it was at last resolved to send Crassus, who had
i}een one of the ardent friends of Gracchus and his land re-
form, and for this reason was beloved by the common peo-
ple. Another reason for preferring him for the command
of the expedition was, that he was not only master of the
‘Greek but also spoke its Asiatic dialects; and having ex-
hibited talent as an orator, he was believed to possess a
wariety of abilities necvessary to insure success.

He set sail from Rome during the early part of the year,
with liis whole army and the navy constituting in all a large
force, and with-a prosperous voyage on the Mediterranean
arrived safely in the harbor of Pergamus'* He had no
other idea than to make himsel master of the new legacy
of Pergamus; fur it does nmot appear, because he sympa-
thized with Gracchus and the Italian proletariat, that he
even understood or cared in the least, for an almost exactly
similar state of suffering and' somewhat similar movement
in Asia. The question of sympathy with the poor seems to -
illy befit the objects of the commander of the expédition

18 Valererens Maximus VIII. 7, 6: ‘“ Jam H. Crassus, cum in Asiam ad Arie-
tonicum regem debellandam consul venisset, tanta cura Grece Jinguse notitiam
animo comprehendit, ut eam in qut divisam g per omnes partes a¢
uumeros penitus cognosceret- Que res maximum ei sociorum amorem conci-
liavit. qua quis elgxglumxliln%?i gpnd tribanal illius postulaverat, eadem decrets

enti.” Ciec.
13 Gell, 1. 18, 11,
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against Aristonious. It would seem that the impulses of
tenderness he had manifested for Gracchus and the Italian
poor and his rising power shown by his election might have
played a deal in deciding upon Crassus against goipio to
get him out of the way. :

On landing, Crassus had interviews with Nicomedes, king
of Bithynia; Mithradates, king of Pontus; Ariarthes, king of
Cappadocia and Pylsmenes of Paphlagonia; all of whom
were seriously alarmed about the labor agitation, expect-
ing similar uprisings would take plaee in their own terri-
tories; and they were probably trembling in view of the
danger. They all eagerly joined with the Romans in their
effort to put down the rebels. Each pledged himself to
contribute a strong force of troops.

On the other hand, Aristonicus, in addition to his prole-
taries, had also engaged anotker body of soldiers, consisting,
of Thracian mercenaries.© Phocgea, one of the finest: cities
supported himand many others staked their interests in him,
But his best piece of fortune was meeting with Blossius of
Cuam, a stoic; who infused with the spirit of the movement
of Gracchus ‘and also of Eunus of Sicily, had risen in Asia
Minor as advoocate of the rights of mankind and become &
social reformer* Plutarch tells the full story of Blossius,
‘Wae reproduce his and other points. - ‘
"+ A man pimed-Blossius from the Italian municipium o
Cums, subject to Rome, who; it appears, was an edueated
patrician, ‘for ‘sorhe ‘cause ‘ unexphined ‘became. greatly
charmed by the majestic eloquence of Gracchus and his ex-
traordinary défense of the poor working population of Italy.
‘What inspired him to it may be conjectured to have existed
in'some degtee independently of an enthusiasm for oné man,
The city of Came was itself a home of -labor unions.* It
was about that time also that persecutions, frowns and
thireats had set in against labororganizations of every kind,
Roman aristocracy had ‘lived to see the steady growth of
human liberty and was shréwad enough to perceive thattrade
‘unionism was a potent factor in its promotion. Labor
unions ‘took a political shape notwithstanding the severe

' ﬁln;a‘;ch. Tiberius Gracchus, 17, 20; Valerius Maximus, IV. 7, 1; Cicero,

1 Orellins, Fnscréttonwm Latinarum Colletio, Nos. 2,268, 6,422, 6,463, 5,158,

181 These figures refer to slabs of stone on which are tound inseribed the reg-
isters of collegii or trade unfons. Cumes must have been a hive of unionsat that
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i e Ty - f
laws against them, To head off these tendencies of organ-
iged l;.%or, existing not only in Cumse but everywhere, the
Romax. lords; were combined almost to a man, heart and
soul and with malignant determination, to destroy them.
To do this the more, effectually they appealed to the avari-
cious instincts of the so-called citizen class, portraying the
immense individual wealth which might be developed from
the great accessions of stock and farm lands falling to the
Roman arms through conquest, This wealth was already
in many.places being realized and the power to be used for
its. development was Auman slavery. The slave power was
the muscle of the, subjugated tillers of the land.. Bat to
accomplish this there must be rigorous laws for suppressing
frée-labor.. Gracchus, who had seen the horrors of slavery
jn. Hururia while once traveling throngh that conntry ony

usiness, had determived to devote his.life to the rescue of
the.slaves and threatened freedmen. Blossins saw him and
they became intimate friends. S,
»uOn the morning of the fatal patrician mob, * Gracchus,”
wiys Plutarch, “who was a grandson ,of Scipio Africanus,
set off for the Forum of Rome when he heard that the pop-
wiace ware gathering there ; but not without a presentipent
of ill omen. A brace of snakes had laid :ggs in his highly
ornamented helmet. The chickens from whaose entrails the
arusper was to forshadow his augury, refused to come from
teir coop and eat. Two black ravens were geen fighting
qn the roof of a house and one of them rattled a stone down
at hip feat.,” .Alll these v;ere dbad_ ‘omerll)s " which to t&m
¢uperstitious people proved so disastrous by prostrating their
faith, hopes sﬁi%oﬁsciences in many an Eom_- of t:'ﬁl and
caused disasters more. terrible than their enemies themselves.
The boldest of the comrades of Gracchus were sl.ggered.
Further than this, when he left the threshold of his hom
Gracchus had stumbled aud hurt his toe so badly that it ble
profusely, Blossius was with him, and it seems was the
spokesman of the train. L A
.- Gracchus, like many another leader among the ancienta,
shrank at this array of ill omens, but Blo-sius dissnaded him
from his timid design of returning by the following per-

10 Plutarch, Titus Graochus, ; -
17 Fustel de Conlanges, Cité Antique, is the best work we can refer to for an

explanation of the influence of superstitions in ancient times. For the supersti-
u?.l.' themselves, see Julins Obceqp;ene, de Prodigit, passim, .
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suasive speech: “For Tiberius Gracchus, grandson of
Scipio Africanus and tribune of the Romans, to be scared at
a crow, and disapsoint the people who are assembled to re-
ceive his aid,would be an unendurable disgrace. His enemies
would not alone laugh at such a blunder but they would
malign him to the common people as an insolent tyrant,”
Friends also now came to herald the fact that a great num-
ber of people were gathering and were impatient of his ar-
rival and that all was calm. s

The outcome of it was that Gracchus yielded, but was
soon beset by one of those terrible mobs of Roman nobles
and theirhirelings, denounced as an ambitious schemer who
wanted nothing but the votes and support of the rabble and
intended to make himself tyraut of Rome. They set upon
the defenceless man and murdered him with kicksand clubs.

So great was the fuith of Blossius in Gracchus that when
afterwards asked if he wonld have burned the capitol had
be been commanded by him to do so, he replied that Grac-
chus was too wise to have made such a command, but sup-
plemented it when pressed with the daring answer that he
should have obeyed.” Blossius, notwithstanding the trea-
son, escaped and was not pursued, probably be:ause he was
thought to be infatuated. He now bent his course toward
Asia Minor ** and joined his learning and influence to the
insurrection of the freedmen and slaves, under the leader-
ship of Aristonicus.

‘We now return to the career of Publius Crassus, a rela
tive of the Gracchi—Caius, tne brother of Tiberius Gracchus,
having married his daughter Licinia. As mentioned, he had
no sympathy whatever with the emancipation movement
which was then raging over the known world, excepting

18 Cicero, Leelius, 11, makes this account almost exactly simiiar with that of
Plutarch, or of Valerius Maximus De dmicstia, VIII. vii 1; * Nam cam senatos
Rupilia ac Leenati consulibug mandisset, ut in eos qui cum Graccho consensez-
ant, more majorum animadverterent; et ad Lelium, cujus consilio preecique

les u'eb , pro ge Blossius deprecatum venisset, familiaritatieque ex-
cusatione uteretur, atque is dixisset. Quid- site Gracchus templo Jovis Opt.
Max. faces subdere jussisset; obsecuturusne voluntati illins, propter istam quam
actas familiaritatem, fusses? Nunquam istud, inquit, Gracchus imperdeset,
atis, imo etiam nimium ; totius namque senatus consensu damnatos mores de-
fendere aususest. Verum quod sequitur, muito andacins, multoque periculosius;
co::\{)ressua enim perseveranti interrogatione Leelii, in eodem covnsiantise gradu
stetit: seque etiam hoc, 8i modo Gracchus annu:sset, factufam respondit.

19 Valeriue Maximus, idem note of Thyse. * I'iberium et Caium, frattres, ob

vissimas seditiones, quas in podulo suls legibus excitabant, nostes & Senatu
uiese ndicatos, and utcnmque i nobilitate ceesum, alterum & Nasico, alterum ab

Opimio. Quo tandem ceeso, Blossius ad Aristonicum regem confugit. Profl}
gatis deinde rebus Aristonici, mortem sibi concivit.”
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#o far as that of Rome propet was concerned. Helsnded
at or near Pergamus and formed an alliance with the princes
of the Pergameniao kingdom and the kings of Bithynia,
Pontus, Cappadocia and Paphlagouia, engaged as many na-
tive soldiers as possible and with his own army and the
auxiliaries, made an assault upon Leucss, a strongly fortified
oity. A protracted siege must have followed ; for he was
there fighting in the following winter, when his consulship
bad nearly expired. He was laying his plans to leave for
Rome when entrapped and surpriseg by the arrival of heavy
reinforcements for Aristonicuns. Cragsus was forced to give
battle and was totally defeated. He washimselfsurrounded
by the enemy and taken prisoner. Treated no doubt, with
severity, and discouraged if not distracted, he sought death
rather than disgrace; and one day, infuriating one of the
Thracian mercenaries by a punch in the eye with his ridin

whip, the Iatter plunged his sword through his body an

killed him on the spot.*® The head of the dead Romai

g:uel:l was cut off and the body taken to Smyrpa an

ried.

In the meantime, at the comitia at Rome, M. Paperna
had been elected one of the new consuls for the year 130.
The news of the turn of military things in Asis Minor casy
sn alarm at the home government and Paperua was fitted
out and soon on his way with ap army large enough to
crueh the forces of Aristonicusat a blow. Arrived in Mysia
and receiving the particulars of the disaster of Crassus at
Leues he betook himself to the spot where the slaughter
occwrred. The time of year when he arrived must have
been March or late in February; for Aristonicus was yet at
winter quarters,

Before the latter could prepare himself for resistance,
Paperna fell upon him by surprise. A gteat battle ensued
in which Aristonicus was totally overthrown. With the

9 Valerius Maximus, III. i{. 12, Dé Fortitudine; * Militis bujus in adverso
oasu tam egregius tamque virilis animus, quam relaturus sum imperatoris. P.
enim Cr cum Aristonico bellum in Asia gerens, 4 Thracibus, quotum is
magnum in preaidio habebat, inter Eleam et Smyrnar exceptus, ne in ditionem
ejus t; dedecus, accersita ratione mortis, effugit. Virgam enim, qua
8d regendum equum usus fuerat, in unius barbari oculum direxit. Qui vi doloris
aocensus, latus Cragsi sica confodit: dumque se ulciscitur, Romanum impera-
torem majestatis amissm turpitudine liberavit. Ostendit fortunx Crassus, quam

um viram tam gravi contumelia afficere volulsset; quoniam l_a\rldem in-

Jectos ab ea libertati suz miserabiles laqueos prudenter er ac fortiter rupit,
Btmmb %\‘l‘ﬁu jam Aristonico, digmtati suz reddidit.””” Cio. Legg. III. 19, 43:
rabo XII.
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wshattered remmant of his army he fled to Stratonics but
was doggedly followed by the Romans who surrounded
the place and starved him to a capitulation. With most of
the slaves he foll & prisoner to the Romans.

Paperna’s time being about to expire—the manceuvres,
cross marching and other vicissitudes of' the campaign hav-
ing absorbed the summer-—Aristonicus, with a portion of
his rébel soldiers and officers, was conveyed back in irons
‘to Pergamus, Paperna pressed his design to take his
distinguished prisoner, as well as the Pergamenian treasure
bequeathed by Attalus III, back to Rome, before the arrival
of the new consul should deprive him of his laurels; since
it was often the habit in such cases, where the counsulship
fasted but a year, for the new comer who had done nothing,
to bereave the real winner of his honors, if the latter’s works
were incomplete. Just before Aquilius the new counsul ap-
peared on the stage, Paperna”was taken sick at Pergamus,
‘and died®

A word remains to be said as to the probable fate of the
poor slaves and freedmen who formed the principle part of
the army of revolation. Almost nothing is left us on this

oint. Aristonicus it is known, was taken by sea to Rome
‘ﬂn ohaing and straogled in the cell of his prison, B. C. 129.
His ardent and faithful friend Blossius of Cuing, seeing his
cause, and lifework, thus gronnd to powder between the
milistones of Roman power, desired no longer to live. In
his philosophy of human equality which this defeat had
‘practically extinguished, death seemed preferable to a lonely
existence and he put an end to himself.

Bat what of the rank and file? It would seem by the
silence itself of historians and the otherwise unaccountable
delay of Paperna at the scene of his victory—delay which
brought his departure for Pergamus late into the following
fall although the battle was fought in the early spring—
nearly the entire summer had been consumed in the horri-
ble work of crucifying the unfortunate working-people who,

1 Valerins Maximas, 1L iv, §; De Humili Loco Nat{s. * Non parvusconsul-
atus rabor M. Perperna, uf] qui consnl ante quam civis; sed in bello gerendo
utilioruliquantoreipub. Varroneimperatore. em enim Aristonicam cepit,
m.m.gu unitor extitit. Cum interim cujus vitatriumphavit, mors
Papis lege ta u{ Namgque patrem illius, nihil ad se pertinentia civis Rom«
ani jurs complexum. Ssbelti cio petitum, redire in pristinas sedes coégerunt,
ita M. Perpera® nomen adumbratum, falsus consulatas, caliginis simile impere
fum, caduces triumphus, aliena in urbe improbe peregrinatus est.”
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through that battle, had lost their cause.® Could there
have remained to us one faithful copy describing the scenes
of vengeance® and the dangling corpses left rotiing on the

ibbets of Stratonicse in Carea, we should then have a chron-
1cle of things perfectly harmonious wirth the brutal nature

3 Plato, Laws, book IX. chap. 9, in giving his directions regarding the treat-
ment of & slave who is 8 murderer or accessory to the crime, lays down the rule
‘that if & freeman or citizen commit homicide he shall be turned over to the mur-
dered man’s relatives, who have the power to redeem him for money, for good
previous conduct, or through the in on of his friends. If however, the
crime be committed upon a citizen by a slave, such offender is to be handed
over to the relatives who are to torture or otherwise punish him without limit,
as they please: the only Erovho being that the torture or punishment shall not
% of death, This is Plato’s state of the ‘‘Blessed”’—lenient in comparison

the existing laws—and as the customs of the Greek: ng Asians and
islanders were fully as severe as those of the Athenians and fellow countrymen of
the victims of Paperner - The followind is Plate's Iaw ; which we give io Eaglish:
0 ViC! of Paperna. e following is Plato’s 1aw ; which we give ]
“If a slave kills his master in a jon, let the kindred of the deceased use the
murderer in whatever manner they please, and be clean of the acts, 8o I as
they do not by any means preserve thg life of the slave.” But in the same
Plato rules that this lu(gﬂy republic shall *let him who kills his own slave, un-

dergo a purification.” lation o:ml;::fu). Surely s human low-born was
considered inferior to a dog, for that was often exempt by reason of his
irresponsibility!

2 That this was s genuine labor rebellion there seem to be no grounds for
doubt. Dr. Bicher, Anystdnde der Us Arbeiter, 8. 107-8, In the following
significant lmqnlge drings forward the question of the prevailing ideas of those
people, ially the laboring class, whose organizations wers being seriously
threatened by these events: These Attalic societies had always hitherto
been not only befriended but protected by the Pergamenian kings. We
quote the words of Dr. Bucher on the ian C ists: **Die letzt,
bestand darin, das sich die Feiernden durch Welhen und S8tthnungen, durch tip-
ﬂgs Tinze unter dem Klang der Flote und der Handpauke in sinnbertickenden
umel und wilde Begeisterung versetzten, in der sie sich zur Gottheit empor-
guschwingen, Wunder sehen und verrichten zu kénnén meinten. Wenn
damals diese Kulte auch im eigentlichen Griechenland in einer grossen von
geschlossenen Vereinen und frommen Bruderschaften egt wurden (8. 84. 92),
80 ist das, was {hnen Verbreitung verschaffte, nicht sowohl das Zsubermeer eines
hrankenl 8i hes, in das sich ein unbefriedigtes, iiberreistes Ge~
schlecht so gern versenkt, als vielmehr die diesen Genossenschaften eigenthiim.
liche, der socialen Anschaungsweise der Hellenen fremde Gleichstellung aller
Mitglieder, mochten sie Griechen odor Barbaren, Minner oder Frauen, Freie
oder Bklaven sein. Darnach ist die Bezeichnung, Blirger der Bonnenstadt, zu
beurtheilen; sie schied die Anhiinger des Aristonikos als die gliubige Gemeinde
des Adad von den Ungliéubigen, die verbriiderten Armen und Elenden von ihren
feindlichen Bedriingern, wie wir den von Eunus auf den 8child gehobenen Namaen
der ‘ Syrer’ demzut’olge auch nach der religiosen 8¢ite werden zu nehmen haben,
-als das K ichen der Anhiinger der Atargatis.”” This Atargatis was the ver-
itable ¥oddeu Ceres, protectress of labor, of whom we have spoken 80
much in our chapters on the Eleusinian Mysteries, and on Eunus and Athenion
of Sicily. incident t. crowd themselves into this connec-
tion, to-wit: This is the prolific, original soil of the early Christian church. The
apostles must have used these half-smothered commaunes, ready in advanoce,
force their own previous cult, to embrace any new ides that promised of;
for the rebellion having failed, all the free farmers, mechanics and laborers were
dn.gged down t0 slavery; and their condition was, at the beginning of our era.
infinitely worse than it had ever been before. Again, this very spot together
with the adjacent isiands, is to this day the repository of innumerable inscrip-
tions—the marvel of Archsologists—which begin tobe the subject of contentior
among scholors who are averse to recognizing such a thing as a labor move-
ment, and who are consequently nonplussed regarding anything other than their
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of the Romans and bearing the reflex of probability, in the
similar pictures of horrors which, in every other case we
have described, were painted by the historians’ pen, as in
letters of blood, warning all workingmen of the ghastly
wages of rebellion. We are left no personal description
-even of the hero of this great nsrising which involved 8
years of savage fighting, many drawn battles with the
Asians, the siege and taking of several fortified cities, and
the defeat and disastrous overthrow of one large, well-gen-
eraled and thoroughly equipped consular army of Rome.
All we know is the short but numerous and fully corrobo-
rated statements given as cold and feelingless facts, b
chroniclers of different periods, different nationality, senti-
ment and language. To suﬁpose this to have been an ex-
ception to the deeply fixed habit of intimidation and con-
dign vengeance of the Romans, or that these rebel work-
men were treated with more lenity than those who had es-
oused the cause of Eunus and Cleon, or were to espouse
in the coming straggles of Tryphon and Athenion or of
Spartacus and Crixus, would be to admit that unheard of
departure of the Romans from a tixed Erinciple. No ; the
scenes of blood-spilling which followed the downfall of Aris-
tonicus were appalling. But that very blood was the seed
of a sect which soon afterwards, near that very region, bore
fruits destined to destroy the Pagan system of slavery-and
to rear a new one based upon kindness, forbearance, matual
love, brothethood and recognized equality of the human
Toat were they who wore they, wheneo aro. dhey ! Our suswer 1s thet they
were nothing other than labor societies, which for hundreds of years had been
legulized at Rome, in Greece, in Egypt. (S8ee Herodotus, IT. 164-8 and 177, which
makes it almost certain that Solon carried his law from Eygpt), everywhere;
but which the then existing anti-labor hostility at Rome, caused by the greed
of Roman land and elave speculators and their politicians, was in a8 desperate
struggle to subdtie, by a measure (which they finally passed), known in modern
times a8 conspiracy laws. After this hostility set in, the poor creatures were
obliged in conformity to some law, to shield themselves by the cloak of ostenta-

tious religious rites, graved into their inscriptions; and it is here that the arch-
wologists are misled,
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Ergastulym~Bharp Battles under the Generalship of Selvius;
—Strife rekindles.in the West—Battlg of Alsba—The Pro-.
vator punished for his bad Administration—Victory Agaip;

reathes a Laural for the Lowly—A vast Uprising in West-

ern Sicily—Athenion the Slave Shepherd-—Anqther Fanatica),
Crank of Deeds—Rushing the Struggle for Existence—Fierce
Battles and Blood-spilling—What Qrdinary Readers of His-
tory have not heard of—Fourth Battle; Triokala—Meek:
Sacrifices by the Slaves; to the Twins of Jupiter and. Tha-.
lia—March to Triokala—Jealousy—Great Battle and Car-.
nage—Adthenion Wounded—He escapes to Triokala and re~
covers—Fifth Battle—Lucullus marches to the Working:
men’s Fortifications—Batte of Triokala—The Outeasta Vig:-
torious—Lucullus is lost from View—Sixth Battle—Servil-
ius, another Roman General Overthrown—The Terrible
Athenion Master of Sicily and King over all the Working--
People—8eventh and Final Field Conflict—Battle of Mace
—Death of Athenion—Victory this Time for the Romans—
End of the Rebellion—Satyros, a powerful Greek Slave es-
capes to the Mountains with a Force of Insurgents—They
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are finally lured to a Capitulation by Aquilling who treacher-
ously breaks Faith and consigns them as Gladiators to Rome
—They fight the Eighth and last Battle in the Roman Am.
g‘llllithe.treamong wild Beasts—A ghastly mutual Suicide—-

e Reaction—1'reachery of Aquillius Punished—The Gold-
Workers pour melted Gold down his Throat.

Ax enormous and memorable uprising or strike, both of

slaves and wage workers of antiquity, occurred in Sicily, bes
g'innin%29 ears after the close of the war of Eunus, which
ended B. C. 1383, bringing the date at B. C. 104.
_ As in the account we have given of the first servile war
of Eunus, Achzus and Cleon we have followed the ad-
mirable chronology and other points of Dr. Karl Bicher,
80 in this second war, we follow the splendid elaboration
of Prof. Otto Siefert, the learned doctor-professor at the
college-gymnasiun of Altona.! ‘

It has already been observed that there existed amon
the ancients, an occasional asylum where slaves a.ns
freedmen driven to straits by the cruelty of others, could
in émergencies, flee and hide in security, under the pro-
tecting wgis of a certain divinity. There existed such an
asylum in Sicily. It waslocated on the sombre shores of
two gmall lakes eastward from Syracuse in the interior,
*The asylum was built in honor of the Palikos, twin child-
ren of Jupiter snd the pymph Thalia.  The legend is, that
out from the surface of one of thelakes a hideous column
of sulphurous waters sprang high into the air like a foun-
4ain, causing an unendurable smell and & deafening roar.!
Here stood a temple or Pagan convent and asylum. Al
around was the hideous foresf. In view near by was a
oraggy mountain-steep where dwelt elves and urchins,
L oyt istpitet o b ke Rt ML o
‘of this uprising, and the duration. of time it occupied, as follows: * Quellep
deeses zwelten Bklavenkrieges sind: Florus, g'fwm Historiarum Romanaru:
Hb. III. osp. 19; Dion. Cass. Exc. Peiresc. 101, 104; Diodor XXXVI. Liv. Lx&
Die Dauer: & piv olv kate Sieiay Taw oixeTov nwéAepos Suapeivas érn oxedéy wov
rértopa Tpaywiy éoxe Tqv xaragrpodiiv. M.Aquillius beendigte ihn im J. 99,
nachdem er 101 als Consul den Oberbe'}ehl bernommen hatte ; als der Krieg aus-
‘brach, war Licinius Nerva Proprtor, uach ihm kommandierten L. Lucullus und
C. Servilins: also begann die Empdrung im Laufe des Jahres 104, Euseb. Arm.
s tipnt T s G i ! Senie 2 81
‘repex-odnce verbalgum many of tl‘:gptrlgnp of these and several other highly
respectable contributars to

3 Aristotle on Wonders, 57. Diod. Bic. XI. 88-90. IaAwxwy Atury. It seems to
have been a forest marsh or swamp.
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demons of the mountain and of the wailing woods. Satyrs
and wizzards danced the mad antics of fury to the solian
strain of their barps; while Thalia, mother-goddess of the
twins, smiled on them as their idyllic muse; and her guard-
ian command hushed the frenzied winds and waters, and
balmed their sulphurous odors with the breath of encour-
agement. ’ '

This was the spook and goblin-baunted asylum where, in
the summer of B. C. 104, a large number of naked, hard-
worked and sweat-begrimed slaves gathered together for
the protection of the institution. hey were stragglers
from Syracuse who had undergone an examination of their
eligibility to life and liberty.

* 'What was the deep motive which inspired so strange a
visitation as this, coming unheralded to the old castle at the
swamps of the twins?* ' The workingmen had, as it were, of
their own spontaneous instincts, centered there for safety!
A full explanation of this is a history of one of the most
de;ferate and sanguinary rebellions recorded in histmg.

arius was one of the two consuls of Rome in B.
104. In order to help him carry out the war measures
which had been determined upon, the Roman Senate had
authorized him to secure troops by conscription from
the conquered provinces. Sicily, ever since the Punie

3 Diod. XTI, 89 Ewei 3¢ wepi 7dv Oe@v TovTwr duviotyuer, ovx dfidy dori sspaliweir
T wepi 7 iepdv dpxaibryd Te Kal THY dmariar kal 10 aVvodor Td wepi Tovs dvouald-
opdvovs xpatipas idiwua. MuloAoyoior ydp 70 Téuevos ToUTo Siaddpery TRV dAAwy
apxatdTyTe KoL gefaciy, FOAADY év avry wapadifwy yeyamquévwr, Ipatov pév yip
xpatipés eios T¢ peyidel wiv oV xard wiv weyddot. omwvipas 8 éfawgiovs avaBdiron
rqc::z apvlirov Bubov xai wapawdiigiov Exorres THv dUowy Tois AéBNot Tols VXD wVpds
woAAOD kaiopévors kai 7d Jwp Sidwvpov dvaBdAAdovar. 'Eudaciy udv odv éxes 7
avaBaiddpevov idwp Gs vwdpyes Sudmvpov, ov uiy dxpiBi) T émiyvwow ixe Sié 1
#ndéva roApar dyaclai TovTOV: THIALKAUTYY Yap exet kaTdTAnELy ) TOY Vypdy avaBols,
were Soxeiy Uwd Oeias Tvds dvdyxns yiveolas T ovuBaivor. To udv yap V8up Beiov
xardxopov Ty dodppnowy éxet, 10 8¢ xdoua Bpbuor woADy xai poPepdv efinot, T &
& Tovrwy mapadofirTepov, ovre Umepexxeital TO Vypdy 0OTe dwoAeiwer, xivnoiy 88 xed
Biay pevparos eis Vos cfaipoudrny éxer avudowor: Towavrys §¢ Oeompeweias ovons
wepi TO Tépevos, oi péytaToL TRV Oprwy évTavla oVITEAODVTAL, Kai TOis émiopIiTads
ovrTopos ) Tob Satpoviov kéAagis dxodovlei’ Tivds -y&: THs Opdoews oTepnbevres THY
dx 10V Tepévovs ddodor worovvtal, MeAdAns 8 obans Seoidatporias, oi Tas dudisBye
rjoes Exorres, 6Tav U6 Tivos Umepoxils kaTioxVwyTar, T]) Std TRV SpKkwy TOVTEY
&vmapéce. xpivovrai. "Eori 8¢ ToUTo TO n’s.woc éx TIveY Xpévuy dovior Terypyudvor,
«ai Tols ATUXOUow oixéTats Kai KUPiOls dYPOOTL XEPLNERTWKDTL FOAANY wapéxeras
Boybeiav. Tois yap eis TobTo KaTapuybyras obx éxovair éfovaiar oi Seaméral Blaims
amayew, xai pdxps ToUTov Stapévovaiy dorels pexpe dv ewi Siwpiopévors $eAavbpi-
wois weigavres ol kvpio kai S6vres Sid TV Lpkwy Tas wepl TRV dpodoyuuy migTels
xatalAayowoi: Kai ovdeis ioropeitar Twy SebwkéTwy Tois oikérais wioTwy wavrys
rapq_ﬂit' oiTe 7&p 7 TOV Oewy &,mhw.ovia. ToUs dudoarras wpds Tovs SovAovs werrove
woiei, "Eore 8¢ xai 10 répevos ev webiy Ocompenei neipervor xai gronis xai Tais aAlass
KaTaAvVo ety ikavws xexoounmuévor.

4 1d. See mote above. ‘‘Mvloloyoige ydp Td Téuevos Toito Siadéper Ty
dAAwvapxaiém™Te Kai gefacug, FoOAALY év avTy, mapadifur yeyanuévar,”
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wars had been one of these provinces, Almost every
human creature not possessing the blood of a gens family
in this palaestra of suffering was now a slave.* The con-
dition, bad enough before, was rendered worse if possible,
by the ghastly defeat of the 200,000 slaves, in their up-
rising and war of rebellion under Eunus a generation be-
fore.* But it was for Nicomides, king of Bithynia, in far
off Asia Minor, to kindle the war-fagots. Bithynia though
& kingdom of some independence was nevertheless a sat-
rapy of Rome; and the order of Marius the consul, that
Nicomides should levy troops out of his deg»endency, for
the Roman army, could not be carried out for the reason
that the rapacious Roman tax-gatherers known as publi-
cans’ had sold almost everybody into slavery and it was
degrading, and contrary to all l'g.w and rule of antiquity
except in the severest emergencies, to make soldiers of
slaves. This made the senatus consulti a dead letter.
Rome was vast in actual dominion at this time and any
law touching one part, generally held good also for any
other. It was found on test that also in Sicily, the major-
ities were slaves and that, like Nicomides, so also Nerva,
ropreetor over Sici'y under Marins, was cut off from the
o%of supplying 1 is juota of troops for the Roman army.
at wasto bedone? On aninvestigationit was found

that most of the workingmen best able to bear arms, were
glaves. Again, their owners were unwilling to hear to
their bein%eset free. It would be aloss of property.
These clubbed together and pooled their money, being
politicians enough to know that an offer of a bribe would

8 Diodorus Bioulus, Bidliothecee Historicee Reliquee, XXXVI. 1ii. 1, 2, 8: ‘‘Kard
Ty dxl rods KiuBpovs toi Mapiov orpateiav &dwxer ) ovyxAnros éfoveiav r¢
Mapiy i vov rIé‘pav aAdTTys é0vor peranéumecdar avppaxiav. ‘O uivolv Mdpios
dfémappa wpde Nuxopsidnv 1dv rijs Bibuvias Bacidéa wept Bonfeiast & 88 dwéxpioy
§dwxe Tods wAelovs Tdv Bivrviy vwd rév Spuoguvay Suapwaydvras SovAeier v rais
dwapxiats. Tis 88 avyxAjrov fmﬁw&u‘vm dwws pydeis gvupaxos éAevlepos év

lg SovAevp kal Tijs Tovrwy dAevlepwoews ol aTparnyol wpdévoiar wotdvrac,
xatd Ty ZikeAioy &v orparws Awlyios Nepaiias aorovdus 7¢ S¢ymars auxvods Tiow
SodAwr jAevlipwoe, rpigeis wpipess mpobeis, os év dAiyaus Hudpars wAeiovs Taw
dcraxooier suyei Tis ﬂm&:r«u. Kai foav nérres ol xard Ty vijoor SovAedorres

odorus, XXX1V. frag. i1, 18,
7 The publicans must not be confounded with the veotigalarés as tax collectors.

. ‘;Ilu ‘ll!ter were wo_l_'k}ngmgn with a plebeian society. The publicans were

) , belonging to the equiles and were, according to
Cicero, the ‘‘flos equitum R. y t civitatis, irmamentum
rel m» * (Pro Plano.), words characteristic of this bouﬁnﬁ aristocrat. The
soattered horror and destruction everywhere. See New Testamen, also

ith’'s Dickionary of the Bidle, art. * Publicans.”
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have the desired effect upon the propretor Nerva.! Neiva,
it appears, took the bribe; but in doing so, performed.
some queer diplomatical gymnastics in order to glide
away from a semblance of blame and thus unintentionally
set the whole island into an uproar. He had first pub-
lished & proclamation requiring all slaves who believed
thewmselves entitled to emancipation, to come and receive
their liberty. This was under a now law just enacted by
the senate at Rome, The law was suited to the emergency
and was indited to read that subjects mmst no longer be
seized by the publicans and sold for taxes; and that those
who had been thus sold should be entitled to appear be-
fore city officials of their vicinity and receive tteir liberty.*
Now what was the governor to do? The slaves to the
number of 800, having become aware of this by the pro-
clamation actually calling them in and ea.?er or liberty,
had escaped from their masters, probably by running
away and were already thronging around the propretar:
in impatient expectancy of the promised pa(.})ers of eman-
cipatioxa hoping to join the Roman army and thus become
free and honored men. Alas! No such happiness was
in reserve for them. The miserable liar, ready to gm:g
his bribe even at the expense of sullying conseience.wj
malfeasance in office, when the banded slave owners
thickened around him pressing on al sides, issued ahother
edict to the slaves advising them to go back to their mag-
ters with the treacherously perfidious supplement that hg
would stand between them and all hatm, L
Struck down with horror; the poor wretohes, feeling that
in their surreptitious escape they had partly taken the
initiative in procuring thege own freedom. and Enowing
the dreadful extent of -vengeanee which -awaited them o
their returning to the now exasperated: masters, betoa
themselves as gtated, to the citadel of the twing at the
lakes of the P uikoi. . And well they might} if we may
lieve the wards of Flarus whe of all other writers had the
least sympathy for the slaves in rebellion.* Yet Forus
n i Sems i e e o St g Lo mben
9 Diod. Sic. Billiotheca VI, frag. i1i. 3..a8 quated in node 5, q. v: .
10 Florus, Epit. Rerum Romanorum, lib. III. cap. XIX. 8. l;lmuoﬂh.
fixst servilo war says: Utcumgque etai cum sociis (nefas!) cum tamean of
Saraciosizes ‘the siruggi

ingenuis dimicatum cst. This word: mefus c
phemy. .
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describes them as prisoners in chains. All over Sicil
there existed prisons called in Latin ergastwla, in Gree
ergasteria, where slaves were kept in custody over night in
irons. Some were forced to work in these dens; but
most of them were marched out in the early morning to
their grinding labors on the farms.™ During the servile
war 20 years before, Eunus attacked these horrid slave-
pens and set fully 60,000 of the manacled slaves at liberty.’*
These immediately joined his great army of revolution,
swelling it to such an ‘extent that the slaves were victori-
ous in many battles.

What took place at the asylum in the forest of Jupiter's
twins we are but imperfectly told. They conspired ;™
though as in the case of every strike of the ancientslaves,
so also hére, our histories are riddled to fragments. But
enough has been preserved from the ruthless vandal’s
hand to make clear what we shall with confidence relate.
A most bloody and devastating war soon burst forth,
spreading, in a few days over nearl}f all of Sicily. A

There is a town now called Scillato but in those days
the Sicilian Greeks knew the place by the name of Ancyle.*
Here 8 massacre announced and kindled the first flames
of war. Thirty slaves organized under a leader named
Oarius, broke chains in the night, set upon their masters
and murdered them in their sleep. Later in the same
night, probably through the action of the ﬁrst'thirt'{, 200
more slaves were delivered from their shackles, or at leasf
from bondage, and the whole neighborhood was made
hideous by scenes of terror which they enacted. "It was
at the slopes of the Nebrode heights not far from the town
of Engyion. A fastness crowned the height which, like

1 ¥ioe. 19, *Bic ad cultum agri frequenta tenatique cultoves,”,

aml.l
18 Jdem. c¢. 6 ** Hoc miraculum Prlmum duo mlilia e?abvﬂs, mox jure beloli
refuctl:h ergﬁ"/nlh, sexaginta amplius milliam fecit exercitum.” ' See war
Bangs Sl 'TXXVL. frag. ML 3. Dind. iays: O & & dfinass evrpesideres
wapendiovr TOv orparyydr éwoerirar Tavrys Tis érfoAfe ‘O & dire
wagldis dre xipTe SouAtvaas, Tis wiv TRV KpuTHPiRY TOVTMY TWOVETS & . kgl
Tobs mposidvras éml TQ TUXEY x‘ﬁwﬁplu &urdfrrer ds Tois i8lovs xuplove
wpasérarrer dnamagrpidar.  Oi 8 SodAo. ovaTaadivres, xai Ty oy d
Aayévres, xai kataduydvres eis T Tor HaAwow Téuevos, Siehdovy mpds @AAnAove
Uwép amoordoews. Nothing however, can be clearer than this t of
dorps. The -lqv:. screened from harm by the mp(t.ghh old temple, had lej-
nul:: t%_ organize their rebellion on a prodigious e, which they accomplished
with effect.

M siefert, Sicclische Skiavenawfitdnde, 5. 86, note 71, to Cicero, Ferves,
IIT. 45, who writes it ¢ Incilienses,” and concludes: *‘die Stadt ist auf dem Ne~
brodengebirge in der Nithe von Engyion zu suchen.”
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the asylum of the Palikoi offered the slaves security. Here
they fortified themselves, received allies, sent strong and
fearless scouts to cut the bands and set their fellows free
and thus in a few days so augmented their force that by
the time the Roman prestor made his appearance with an
army to put down the emeut, they were strong enough to
offer front.

This first organized resistance of the slaves was how-
ever, destined to meet with disaster through treachery.
A man named C. ' Titinius Gaddseus probably of Roman
and possibly of noble stock, prowled, in those days, about
this country, in the capacity of a marauder. He was an
escaped convict, having a considerable time before been
condemned to death for certain crimes. With a banditti
of freebooters of his ilk, he stole about at night, liiding by
day in the inaccessible fastnesses of the mountain and thus
by robbery and deceit, gained a precarious living, always
on the alert for an opportunity and always destitute of
conscience. The proprestor, Licinius Nerva who was the
cause of the disaé)ection among the slaves, sought, and
probably by promises of exoneration secured, the alliance
of this freebooter. who subtly set about making the friend-
ship of the slaves then watching an opportunity to de-
stroy the militia which Nerva had levied to put down the
trouble. Gaddeus succeeded in decoying the slaves into
an ambush and by arrangement tumec{ the poor wretches
over to the Roman governor who crucified some of them
and others he killed by casting headlong from a high
precipice to be dashed to jelly upon the rocks.*

Nerva now believed the trouble to be over. He was
even foolish enough to disband his forces, consisting
mostly of militia whom he discharged from further ser-
vice and sent to their homes. But the slaves seem to
have been on the alert; perhaps encouraged by the utter
want of generalship shown by Nerva. The question now
arises in the mind of the reader how poor, enslaved, ignor-
ant creatures many of whom were in fetters, could have been
able to rebel at all; much less keep a correspondence with
others sufficiently to know what was going on at different
points. The answer must be, that they felt themselves in

3 Dlod XXXVL iii, 8, fin. Dind. rwr 8 dwoorarir & uiv maxduevor xate-
, &1 8¢ ThY awd Tis dAwcews dedibTes T (ay éavrods i
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a desperate condition and combined their entire energy
and intelligence to greater effect than may be naturally
imagined. Men engaged in such desperate adventures
think nothing of turning night into day; and like the
similar case with us in recent days, they may have had
secret outposts and means of communication. ‘

At any rate, the Roman general had hardly disbanded
his force when the war-cloud gathered in another part of
the island. A rich Roman knight named P. Clonius,*
who possessed estates, such as were celebrated in history
a8 the latifundia, was murdered by his slaves near Hera-
clea Minoa on the southeastern coast of Sicily. Thismur-
der was perpetrated by a band of 80 desperate men who
concocted their conspiracy during the lull and broke from
the ergastula helping each other by signal, to free them-
selves. The number in the revolt rapidly increased. The
governor, Licinius Nerva, was now in a helpless condition,
without an army. The slaves rushed in every direction,
freeing each other, and pitched tent on the banks of the
river Alaba' coursing at the foot of the Mons Caprianus,
to the number of over 2,000 men. This, however, occu-
pied some $ime, during which Nerva succeeded in mus-
tering a considerable force which he marched or trans-
ported by water to the scene of war.

The distance from Syracuse to Heraclea Minoa is not
far from 95 miles in a straight line westward but follow-
ing the road or the shortest route by sea around the
Portus Odysses and past Agrigentum, it could not be
less than 130 miles.” 'I*()) convey hisarmy and impedimenta
thither and fix his headquarters at Heracleia, occupied so
much time that it must have been toward the spring of
B. C. 103, before anything serious transpired.

On a favorable position, the two- adversaries drew up
in line of battle. The name of the Roman commander
was M. Titinius,” whose forces summed up the largest

16 Diod. XXXVI. iv. 1, init: *“Tor 8 orpariwrdv wpds 7d oixela 70y dwodve
Oévray, Hxdy Tives awayyéAdovres 8re IIémAcon KAbwiow, yevbpevov inméa ‘Popaior,
#ravagrivres oi 8ovAol karéodatav dbydoxovra Ovres, xai 67¢ wAHbos dyeipoval.”

17 Diod XXXVI 4. “edefns 8 eyéovro v Sioxihiwv ovk eharrovs.” This
force of 2,000 men was collected wltﬁn 7 days.

18 1n relation to Nerva’s ronte Diodorus says nothing.

19 1'jod. XXXV, 4, 8. Dind.. says: Mdprov Turwiov. Nevertheless we are
{mﬁged to think Titinius the same person who had betrayed them; 1. ¢. Titin-

us Gaddseus.
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pumber that the Roman prator, with the addition of 600
‘men drawn from the fortress of Enna, was able to muster.
On the whole, relying on the superior armor and other
equipments of his own men, compared with the destitute
. condition of the workingmen, who depended upon butch-
er-knives, sickles, clubs, slings and whatever they could
grasp, the Romans seem to have had the advantage. But
the rebels besides being full of that courage which des-
peration inspires and anxious to meet a hated foe, had
also the most advantageous position. No details of this
battle have come to us further than that it was a fierce
and bloody encounter; the slaves fighting desperately fol-
lowing charge with charge, dealing such ponderous blows
inst their adversary, con‘lpos,efﬂfm.rﬂy of raw militia,
that the latter gave way, or were killed on the spot. The
rout of the Romans now became general. A panic seized
them. They cast away their arms and ran for life. The
slaves grasping their weapons, pursued and hacked those
whom they could to pieces, scoring a signal victory,
The strike which hitherto had manifested itself in mnr-
_muring and an occasional outburst, now assumed warlike
proportions. Section after section of the island broke
away from their masters and joined the gathering army.
“The force under drill, soon after the battle at the Alaba
river is reported to have been 6,000™ strong; all well

"@quipped with the best of arms which they had taken from
the enemy. Greatly encouraged by this first victory, they
set about organizing in earnest. More fettered slaves who
were working in chains were cut loose from the ergastula
or work-prisons. These glad to escape, joined the rank

"and file, and being the most desperate and brave made
reliable soldiers in the insurrection.

A mass meeting was now called for the election of a
leader. ' There was a certain character who had signalized
himself as a man of great energy, named Salvius. This man
had been the principal in the movement which had con-

~summated the assassination of the Roman kniglit Clonius,
at Heracleia Minoa ending in the defeat of the proprstor

# Diod, XXXVI. fv. 4: *“Kai woddav caf’ 3 apiorapivoy, ovrropor
xeai wapddofov érdudavoy ;\'ufww, s € OAiyais np wAeiovs yevéohar Tav
dfaxisxihiny. "Ore 87) kal ¢is exxAnciav ovveABdrees xai BovAis wporedeions wpwToy
v eidavro_Bacidia TO¥ dvopagépevor Sakovior Soxoirra tis iepoaxoxia