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N O T E S  O F  T H E  M O N T H

IN a letter which appears in the correspondence columns of the 
last issue of this magazine, Mr. Loftus Hare draws attention to 
the spontaneity which characterizes the attainment of mystical 
realization. One has only to call to mind the lives of the great 
prophets and teachers of mankind to see that this same spon
taneity and simplicity are characteristic of the spiritual life as a 
whole. The lives of those who have attained to union with the 
Divine become infused with a Creative vitality which places them  
in a new Order. St. Paul and St. Theresa, to instance two only 
of the great ones of the past, accomplished prodigies of labour in 
circumstances that would have proved insurmountable under 
normal conditions. Nor is occultism without its witnesses to 
the power of the spirit. None who are acquainted with the 
difficulties under which Madame Blavatsky carried out her 
mission can doubt that she had tapped a secret Source of energy; 
while in our own day an example of indefatigable energy and
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apostolic zeal is to be found in the case of her successor, Dr. 
Annie Besant.

Contrast this abounding life and inner freedom with the 
normal personal life of the average occult Student. Only too 
keenly is the latter aware of his limitations. In many cases he 
is genuinely anxious to make the basic principles of true occultism 
an integral part of his life. He wants to make progress. He 
reads everything he can lay his hands upon that may throw light 
on attainment by yoga methods, how to enter samadhi, or awaken 
the power of kundalini. He probably subjects himself to an 
elaborate System of discipline and “ occult training ” ; and the 
more he reads, the harder he struggles, the worse the tangle 
seems to grow. His fetters gall and chafe him at every turn. 
Something is wrong, he knows not what. Freedom and spon- 
taneity are indeed conspicuous by their absence.

As a matter of fact, no better example of misdirected energy 
and enthusiasm could perhaps be found. This is not to say 
that it is all to be regarded as so much wasted effort. Inasmuch 
as the m otive and intention are right, they must inevitably 
bring their beneficial reaction. The root of the trouble is to be 
sought elsewhere. Too frequently the Student is unconsciously
spiRiTUALiTYenc*eav0UI^n^ to accompbsh by the force of the 

and  the  Personal w’ll something which lies entirely outside 
the scope of the lower seif. Elaborate Systems of 

a l it y  character buildmg and auto-suggestion are emin- 
ently satisfactory for the attainment of the highest 

degree of personal efficiency ; but when once the first faint echoes 
of the Voice from Afar stir the lower seif from its slumbers, the 
time has come for the adoption of entirely different tactics. On 
the very threshold the aspirant to the higher life begins to realize 
that the personal will with which he has thus far so ineffectively 
struggled must be abandoned. But, it may be objected, this is 
equivalent to capitulation to the enemy. To cease struggling is 
to fall more deeply into the net, to become a mere leaf in the 
wind, tossed helplessly hither and thither. Are we not told that 

the kingdom of heaven suffereth violence, and the violent 
take it by force ” ? Ouite so. But careful attention to the 
Statement above will show that it is the personal will which is 
to be surrendered, not that the fight is to be abandoned. By 
way of paradox let us quote another text from the Christian 
scriptures: “ Except ye become as little children ye shall not 
enter into the kingdom of heaven.”

How are two such apparently contradictory statements to be

218 THE ÜCCULT REVIEW
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reconciled ? First of all by realizing that progress is hastened 
as much by Stripping oneself of everything that hampers, as by 
intensity of effort. In fact, Step by Step with simplification of 
the lower seif, more and more energy is set free for use on higher 
planes. The more we let go, the more quickly we rise. By far 
the easiest way to escape from the realm of the personal will is 
by self-surrender to an ideal. “ Thy will be done.” To live 
the dedicated life, in everything to seek to do the will of our 
Lord, or Master, or Guide, or Mother—what matter names ?—  
that is the easiest way out. This solution of the difficulty is so 
simple as to court the contemptuous repudiation of the sophis- 
ticated. Yet it is to be doubted whether escape from the realm 
of the personal seif is entirely possible in any other way. Cer- 
tainly without something to draw the aspirations steadily up- 
ward progress must be far more difficult. Happy is he who 
cherishes a regard for one of the sacred Teachers of humanity, 
the great Founders of the world religions.

Strange as it may seem, the first essential in Order to free one
self is to cease to struggle. Realize that you are not going to 
give up the fight : you are going to shift your standpoint. In 
the silence of the heart, the mind should be lifted in contem- 
plation to the Highest that can be conceived. Then, by a 
supreme act of renunciation with the whole force of the inner 

nature, the lower seif should be surrendered un- 
conditionally and without reserve to that spiritual 

peace. Remember, this is no light matter, and is
not to be essayed without the utmost purity of motive. In 
Proportion to the sincerity of the self-dedication will be the 
response. So wonderful in certain cases may be the change, so 
far beyond all previous conceptions the peace that floods the 
soul, that it may be imagined that the goal has been attained. 
In sober truth, only the initial Step has been taken on the Path.

But what a change ! In the glorious sense of inner freedom 
that has dawned, new powers spring into being. Personal 
matters are seen in their true perspective. The petty annoyances 
of daily life take on a different aspect. Whatever life has to 
öfter, whatever may come of joy or sorrow, of opportunity or 
disappointment, of prosperity or adversity, is embraced with 
willingness, as coming from the Divine. The seif comes to be 
regarded as an instrument for Other Hands to work with. 
Drudgery ceases to be. Life is transfigured. What may have 
been formerly distasteful duties are fulfilled in a spirit of glad- 
ness. The soul finds contentment in an age of unrest, and loses
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THE LADDER 

OF CONTEM- 

PLATION.

seif in the lives of others. No longer is the finger perpetually on 
the spiritual pulse. The vicissitudes of the inner life are taken 
as they come. Failure is not a matter for undue lamentation: 
success in the end is sure. More and more a spirit of consecration 
takes possession of the inner life, even though little change may 
be apparent to the looker-on. Slowly but surely the personality 
attains to the spontaneity and simplicity so characteristic of the 
childlike spirit. More and more energy is being accumulated 
for taking the Kingdom of Heaven “ by storm.”

The storming of the Kingdom, it will thus be seen, is not to 
be achieved by the personal consciousness at all, even though 
intense concentration of effort may be necessary. The great 
instrument whereby the normal consciousness is opened up to 
the Reality which lies outside and above the limits of the per
sonal seif is contemplation— or meditation as it is sometimes 
called. For reasons which will presently appear, the former 

term is here preferred. Three stages, according to 
the Western Classification, characterize the process 
of winning through to the Kingdom—the Purgative 
Way ; the Illuminative Way ; and the Unitive 

Way. With the famous yoga system of Patanjali, in the East, 
the correspondence is roughly as fo llow s:— Yama, Niyama, 
Asana, Pranayama =  Purgative ; Pratyahara, Dharana and 
Dhyana =  Illuminative ; Samadhi =  the Unitive way. Since 
the Western tradition will in general prove more suitable for 
Western students, the scholastic Classification of the mystical 
degrees will be adopted.

W ith the awakening of the seif to the higher reality, already 
indicated, and of necessity presupposed for any treading of the 
Path, the stern Way of Purgation is entered upon. Step by step 
as the dedication of the seif is worked out in everyday life, the 
purificatory process will be accomplished. There is little need 
to enlarge on the vicissitudes of this stage. Details will vary 
with the mental and emotional Constitution of the neophyte. 
Gradually the superfluous and harmful qualities that hamper the 
soul are stripped and purged away, and the personality is brought 
to its purest and most translucent state, ever the more perfectly 
transmitting the Light that comes from within. The probationer 
may or may not be impelled to voluntary acts of mortification. 
It is, however, with the Illuminative Way that contemplation 
proper begins.

As indicated above, the term " contemplation ” is here used 
in preference to “ meditation.” Here it may be as well to point
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out how loosely the three words, concentration, meditation, and 
contemplation are used in works on occult and mystical subjects. 
By concentration is generally understood concentration of thought 
or attention ; but it may equally well apply to concentration 
of effort or purpose. It should not be used as synonymous with 
any form of meditation, and still less as equivalent to contem
plation. The two remaining terms, meditation and contem
plation, are used even more interchangeably. In theosophical 
writings meditation and contemplation are for the most part 
synonymous terms. In the Latin Church meditation is some- 
times used for a form of discursive prayer as distinct from con
templation, although this shade of meaning is not uniformly 
taken into account. Since true occultism, as differentiated from 
psychism, is concerned with spiritual verities, and the realization 
of the soul’s potential divinity, it would seem desirable to confine 
the use of the term “ contemplation ” to this specific sense. The 
word “ meditation ” then remains for use in the more intellectual 
sense—for thought-control, for the acquirement of personal 
qualities, and so on.

An increasing awareness of a Power, “ not our (lower) selves, 
which makes for righteousness,” is the outstanding feature of 
the Illuminative Way. A growing sense of the Presence accom- 
panies the unfoldment of the flow'er of the soul. That Presence 
may be sensed more readily in particular ways by different tem- 
peraments. Nature mysticism is the way for some ; religious 
devotion appeals to others ; while art or music may bring Illu
mination to still another type. A pre-requisite for contemplation, 
however, is an intuitive perception, a sense—vague and groping 
as it may first be—of a supernal Beauty. Setting out with that 
dim awareness of Something to be desired above all eise, the soul 
which has shaken off its worst impediments proceeds to scale the 
Ladder of Contemplation with a view to the “ storming ” of the 
Kingdom.

For the sake of continuity a few practical details may not 
here be out of place, even though this should involve going over 
ground already more or less covered in previous issues. As far 
as possible the contemplative will choose a regulär time when he 
may rely upon quietude and freedom from interruption. “ Thy 
will, and not mine be done ” will characterize his attitude, how
ever, even in regard to this time of seclusion. Should no oppor- 
tunity present itself, should another duty claim his time, so be i t : 
it is well. But in spite of his “ non-attachment ” he will probably 
grow to regard his chosen time and place as the most desirable
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PLATION.

of all his waking hours. As regards the physical point of 
view, a certain degree of freedom is not only per- 
missible but desirable. The ideal should be the 
flexibility of hardened Steel rather than the pliability 
of soft untempered metal. Within broad limits 
the chosen time may be day or night, although not 

too late in the evening if the night time is selected. It also goes 
without saying that no attem pt should be made to regularly 
practise contemplation after a full meal—but there is no need to 
bürden the reader with the obvious. The contemplative will 
also adopt his own particular asana, or posture. Some may 
choose one of the yogi postures ; others may prefer to bend the 
knee and bow the head in accordance with Western custom. In 
making a choice you may safely disregard the question of the 
arousing of the kundalini. No sincere contemplative need worry 
about what might happen should the kundalini go o ff! He is 
in safe hands.

If in the early stages you find that you cannot dispense with 
a book to induce the proper frame of mind, do not hesitate to 
avail yourself of it. Madame Guyon, in her Short and Easy 
Method of Prayer, gives some very helpful ad vice in this respect. 
One thing, however, should be avoided at all costs, and that is 
to grow lazy and let the physical body fall asleep. Consciousness 
should be keyed to the highest pitch, intensely still, but intensely 
alert. The attention of the true contemplative Stands poised at 
the very apex of the soul, fixed on the Star—to use still a further 
simile—which is dawning upon his consciousness. What happens 
or does not happen when he does this he is content to leave in 
other Hands than his own. As already indicated, in true con
templation the mind is void of images, and the attention is held 
unswervingly on that dim perception of the Presence. If this 
should prove to be outside the limit of the reader’s experience, 
there is no need to be troubled. The Star will surely arise if 
diligently sought. But whilst seeking beware of making the 
mind a blank, of “ emptying the brain of thought.” Negativity 
should be rigorously shunned. Should you become negative 
you may perhaps be the subject of many peculiar psychic experi- 
ences—mostly undesirable— and may possibly become the 
victim of an Obsession. Mediumship should only be developed 
in a circle where the presence of others affords a certain amount 
of protection. Refuse to surrender your consciousness to any 
invisible “ control,” and remember that the Highest never 
obtrudes. Mistrust all psychic phenomena at the time of con-
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templation. Regard flashes of clairvoyant vision or clairaudient 
messages with the gravest suspicion. Refuse to be drawn aside 
from your purpose, and when you are in any doubt reach upward 
in consciousness and hold fast to the highest that you are able 
to sense.

In the Illuminative Way contemplation branches off into two 
distinct varieties. This subdivision has always been a fruitful 
source of controversy in scholastic mysticism, and to-day the 
theologians of the Latin Church are still debating the point as 
to whether or not all souls are called to “ infused ” rather than 
active contemplation. The Marys and Marthas, traditional 
types of contemplative souls, seem as far from agreeing with each 
other as ever.

In the letter from Mr. Loftus Hare referred to in the opening 
paragraph of the present Notes, a saying of Mohammed is quoted : 
“ When man walks to God, God runs to man.” In this saying 
we have a clue to the distinction between the two varieties of 
contemplation. “ Man walks to God ”—up to a certain point. 
It is a debatable question whether, beyond this, the soul can 
penetrate further by its own volition. Certainly the testim ony  
of the great mystics is to the fact at this stage “ God runs to 
man ” and “ infused contemplation ” takes the place of the 
“ active ” variety. Although the conditions for its manifes- 
tation may be fostered, its coming is beyond the m ystic’s control.

“ This is a thing supematural, and which we cannot 
N G0D acquire with all the diligences we use,” says 

St. Theresa in giving a description of this type of 
contemplation to her spiritual daughters. The Abbe 

Poulain, in his Graces d ’Oraison, calls attention to this character- 
istic, which he terms “ the ligature ” and defines as “ an impedi- 
ment experienced with regard to the voluntary production of 
additional acts during the mystic state.” To use a homely 
simile, it is as though the soul were stricken dumb in the presence 
of an overwhelming Beauty. This passive or infused contem
plation, in fact, is a foreshadowing of the Unitive Way. These 
momentary embraces grow in frequency and duration until it 
may be safely said that the final stage has been entered. A point 
to be noted in connection with this form of “ passive ” contem
plation is that the soul’s freedom of action is not abandoned. It 
may at any point, of its own volition, break away from the 
“ embrace ” ; and self-consciousness remains intact. The soul 
lets itself go voluntarily, and abandons itself to the will of its 
Lord.
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It is also well to bear in mind the fact that however frequently 
and intim ately the soul in the Illuminative Way may experience 
the spiritual embrace, it still remains separate and distinct. 
There is as yet no mergence such as characterizes the Unitive 
state. To quote St. Theresa once more, “ The soul understands, 
after a manner far different from understanding by the exterior 
senses, that she is now joined near to God, so that within a very 

little more she will attain to the being made one 
with Him by union.” Such vivid awareness of the 
Divine Presence may very well exist side by side 
with the active waking consciousness, resulting in 

a tranquillity or poise that is as beautiful as it is rare. It is not 
necessarily ecstatic in character, however profound it may be. 
Union and Ecstasy are found only in the very highest spiritual 
degrees.

In passing now to a consideration of the highest stage of the 
contemplative life— the Way of Union—we are naturally obliged 
to draw upon the recorded experiences of the great mystics and 
illuminates of the past, supplemented by the learned treatises 
on scholastic mysticism published under the aegis of the Roman 
Catholic Church. The facts remain unaltered, whatever the 
wrangles of the doctrinaires.

From a study of the lives and activities of such masters of the 
inner life as, for example, Joan of Are, St. Catherine of Siena, or 
George Fox—to instance but three at random—it may be safely 
inferred that the Unitive Life brings the subject into contact 
with a reservoir of force not at the disposal of the less spiritually 
developed person. Otherwise it is difficult to explain the source 
of the abounding energy and vitality which such spiritual super- 
folk exhibit. The life of Union, of course, is the crown and con- 
summation of the m ystie’s career, the reward of long and arduous 

t h e  l i f e  service- “ Spiritual marriage ” or “ deification ” 
o f  u n i o n  a re  *W0 *erms by which, in the West, it is

sought to explain the subjective fact. Mystical 
union, not to mention spiritual marriage, cannot be brought 
about by force of w il l : the Lord of the soul vouchsafes it in such 
kind and measure as He wills. He alone can give it, or increase 
it, or with draw it. The vicissitudes of the mystical life before 
Perfection is attained are, indeed, notorious. By alternations of 
elation and dejection, spiritual illumination and torturing aridity, 
the soul is maintained in a state of absolute dependency; and 
so the process continues until the personal seif is “ utterly dis- 
solved and melted and held by the divine fragment that created
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it.” Evelyn Underhill sums up the process with keen analytical 
insight in her indispensable text-book on Mysticism, pointing 
out that the Stripping off of the personal initiative— the I, the 
Me, the Mine—is an imperative preliminary for the attainment 
of mystical union. Further, it appears that the temporary 
denudation of the mind which characterizes the contemplative 
life must become habitual, in order to make room for a Divine 
companionship of an intimacy and elusiveness which are quite 
beyond the resources of human speech. At this stage the I ’hood 
disappears for ever, to give place to a new order of existence. 
“ The seif is made part of the mystical Body of God.” Only the 
intuition can guide us in these lofty realm s: the imagination 
falters at such dizzy heights.

Ecstasy and rapture may perhaps be regarded as in the nature 
of accidents of the Unitive Way. These two terms represent 
variations of degree rather than actual differences in type of 
experience, rapture being a more intense and violent form of 
ecstasy. There seems little doubt that ecstatic trance corre- 
sponds to the Eastern samadhi. As described in the scholastic 
works on Western mysticism, there is a deep sleep, accompanied 
by muscular rigidity and unconsciousness. St. Theresa, for 
example, was habitually motionless when in this state, standing 
or sitting with hands open or closed just as the ecstasy had over- 
taken her. Her head was raised heavenward, and her face 
radiant with joy. With Catherine of Siena the hands and feet 
would be convulsively contracted. Compare this with the de- 
scription of Sri Ramakrishna’s samadhi. His body would become 

absolutely motionless, his pulse and heart-beat 
imperceptible. The eyes would be half closed, and 
if the eyeballs were pressed with the finger there 
was no reaction. He would remain in this state 

sometimes for an hour, sometimes for only a few minutes. On 
one occasion he remained in such a trance for a matter of three 
days. Unlike the Western ecstatics, he claimed to be able to 
enter this state at will.

Since our examples have been drawn uniformly from 
Western records, it may not be amiss, at this juncture, to glance 
at the parallel case of this Eastern illuminate. Sri Ramakrishna 
was a devotee of the Divine Mother, and attracted the attention 
of the famous Orientalist, Max Müller. In common with Western 
mystics, he was a firm believer in Divine Grace, and regarded 
the I ’hood as the root of all spiritual ignorance and Separation. 
Union was not to be achieved until this sense of “ I ” had been
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transcended. If we must retain it, he said, better let it stay 
with us as “ I, the servant of the Lord.” “ As a small cloud can 
an EASTERN hide the glorious sun> so this cloud of ‘ I ’ hides the 
illuminate of tlie Eternal Sun,” was a favourite simile of 

' Ramakrishna’s. Union with God, he declared, 
could be attained only if the longing embodied the strength of 
the following three attachments put together: the attachment 
of the miser to his wealth ; the attachment of a mother to her 
new-born child ; and the attachment of a chaste wife to her 
husband. A striking example of similarity between the Eastern 
and Western teaching is found in the following utterance of Sri 
Ramakrishna recorded by Max Müller. “ So long,” he says, 
“ as one does not become simple like a child, one does not get 
Divine illumination.” He then counsels his disciple to forget 
all the worldly knowledge he has acquired, and to become as 
ignorant about it as a child, when he will obtain a knowledge of 
the Truth.

“ Absolute self-surrender to the Divine Mother,” he said on 
another occasion, “ is the surest way to God-vision.” This he 
illustrated with a quaint parable of a cat and her kitten. As 
the kitten resigns itself to the will of its mother, so the devotee 
should resign himself. The kitten knows nothing more than to 
cry " Mew ! mew ! ” and the mother cat may keep her young one 
on the bare floor of the kitchen or on the downy bed of the house- 
holder; but the kitten remains contented. “ So with the true 
devotee, who should always cry to the Divine Mother, and be 
contented with whatever She wishes to do with him.”

Such is the way of the soul, whether it be in the West or the 
East. God is one, whatever the form of worship. East and 
W est alike proclaim the necessity for self-surrender and for the 
storming of the Kingdom by intensity of aspiration.

THE EDITOR.
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SOME SURMISES ON 
MATERIALIZATION PHENOMENA
By  KENNETH M ACKENZIE OF SCATW ELL, B t. 

PART I

§ i
PROBABLY the most fascinating and incredible phenomenon 
in Occult Science, as also, perhaps, the most inexplicable, is 
that known as “ Materialization.” By this is meant not only 
the materialization of “ spirits ” and ghosts, or the astral forms 
of those who have left their physical bodies at death, but also 
of inanimate objects and other material substances which under 
certain conditions so frequently form the “ apports ” at seances. 
In like manner this may also include writings, drawings, paint- 
ings, etc., as well as what is commonly called “ spirit photo- 
graphy ” similarly produced through suitable mediumistic agency; 
all phenomena of that nature being such as arouse the scepticism  
and derision of the ignorant, and of those physical scientists 
who have never specially studied them.

We may, however, put aside such feelings and opinions, which 
carry no weight with those who have reason to know that these 
phenomena are positive facts, proved over and over again. It 
is of more interest to try and discover how they are or might 
be produced ; to obtain some possible explanation, which, if not 
yet clearly understood or proven, may offer some reasonable 
solution of seeming “ miracles.” What I venture to submit 
with all deference as a possible explanation, is one which appears 
to me feasible from its apparent analogy to certain facts of physical 
Science as applied to the purposes of daily life.

In this world of three dimensions we can only see one side 
of “ Truth ” at a time, one facet of many, and maybe the whole 
of any “ Truth ” in nature will never be known by us until a 
far higher state of evolution has been reached. Suffice it that 
we leam little by little of the Truths amongst which we live, 
and never imagine that what we think we know is the whole 
of what is to be leamed. We must remember that the only 
tools our physical brains have to work with are our five senses.

Some persons, more highly gifted, possess an “ occult ”
227
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sense which by training has become sufficiently developed to 
enable them to deal with what is altogether imperceptible by 
the normal five. This sense, which is either psychic or spiritual, 
is dormant in a greater or less degree in every human being, 
but is capable of being amplified and made serviceable under 
proper conditions. Persons thus endowed are generally known 
as “ m ystics,” “ seers,” “ psychics,” and “ mediums,” their 
powers being of various natures and degrees, scoffed at by Law 
and the public generally, but well known, even if not properly 
understood, by those who have studied them.

§ 2

Physical Science now seems to have come to the following 
conclusions : (i) The only reality in nature, cosmic as well as 
terrestrial, is the Ether ; (2) Electricity is the Ether in certain 
States of motion, and consists of atoms composed of electrons 
and protons, negative and positive ; (3) Matter is built up of atoms 
of electricity differently arranged and modified—a secondary 
structure, but most important to us as being the only thing of 
which our five senses can take cognisance. Therefore, as electri
city is atomic, and matter is atomic, and both are Etheric pro- 
ducts, we might argue that the Ether is also atomic, and that 
the whole cosmos is composed of electrons and protons in various 
states of motion and modification. Atomic energy is another 
thing, being comparable with nothing we know or can conceive ; 
we make use of the electrons in the atom, but not as yet of their 
energy, and perhaps it is as well considering the inconceivably 
stupendous power involved.

In 1865 Clerk-Maxwell, one of the greatest geniuses the world 
has known, gave to it his theoretical discovery of electric “ waves 
or vibrations of the Ether, “ waves ” which, by the way, he never 
knew how to produce. He defined the Ether as “ a material 
substance of a more subtle kind than visible bodies, supposed 
to exist in those parts of space which are apparently empty. 
He found that the Ether had two constants, a magnetic and an 
electric (the value and nature of which are, I believe, not known 
even to-day), but that the product of their combination showed the 
Ether could transmit “ waves ” whose speed he found by experi
mental research to be that of light, thus proving light to be an 
electro-magnetic phenomenon. As sight is the only one of our 
five senses by which we can perceive light without heat, the eye 
acting as . an electro-magnetic instrument is the only organ which 
puts us in touch with the Ether.
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In his book The Ether of Space, Sir Oliver Lodge summarizes 

his views on the subject th u s: “ The Ether of space is a continuous, 
incompressible, stationary, fundamental substance or perfect 
fluid—matter is composed of modified and electrified specks or 
minute structures of Ether, which are amenable to mechanical 
as well as to electrical force, and add to the optical and electrica! 
density of the medium.”

That is, I believe, the generally accepted theory with regard 
to the Ether of space, though there are some scientists who deny 
the existence of the Ether at all, since any laboratory attempt 
to prove it has up to now failed. Be that as it may, any idea 
of what the Ether is like is as much beyond the power of the 
average mind to imagine as it is to understand what are the 
so-called “ waves ” in it, because these “ waves ” or vibrations 
can only be accurately described by a mathematical formula 
which, crudely translated into English, means : “ A disturbance 
periodic in time and space in the Ether.” At all events, these 
“ waves ” are generally regarded as having no material existence, 
though if the Ether be atomic, that can hardly be correct.

Certain American scientists have recently advanced the theory 
that Ethereal “ waves ” are material, such for example as are 
set in motion for the transmission of wireless signals or telephony, 
and can be weighed (theoretically, of course), like other infini
tesimal portions of matter such as the atom. This proposition 
does not differ greatly from the old “ corpuscular ” theory of 
light first advanced about 520 B.c. by the Greek philosopher 
Pythagoras and afterwards developed much more fully by Sir 
Isaac Newton. According to this postulate, all luminous bodies 
emit in all directions constant streams of minute particles which, 
acting on the eye, cause the Sensation of “ light.” Early last 
Century Young’s discovery of what is known as the principle of 
“ interference,” caused the “ corpuscular ” theory to be aban- 
doned in favour of the “ wave ” theory by which “ interference ” 
is explicable, though not so by the “ corpuscular ” theory.

In Order to have “ waves,” something must exist in which 
they can be set up or promulgated, e.g. as in the sea, or sound 
waves in the air, and from the American scientists’ point of 
view this is just where the “ wave ” theory of the Ether fails. 
But since, according to the “ corpuscular ” theory of light, 
luminous bodies are unceasingly emitting streams of minute 
particles in every direction, it is this explanation of the problem 
in a slightly altered form which appeals to those who are bringing 
that theory forward again as being the true explanation of the
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difficulty. Whether this be so or not, time may show, but it 
seems to me to öfter some solution of the materialization of matter 
to which I am referring.

§ 3
So far as we know to the contrary, all our five senses are 

actuated by vibrations or “ waves ” of one kind or another, 
those of seeing and hearing being certainly so ; while the senses 
of feeling, tasting, and smelling probably depend on vibrations 
of another nature and degree not yet classified. Thought is 
believed to be transmitted by “ waves ” or vibrations of some 
kind, especially by those people who rely on telepathy as an 
explanation of every kind of psychic phenomena they do not 
understand or credit, and who put it forward as the only means 
of getting over the difficulty. Even the common expression, a 
“ brain w ave,” implies some kind of mental Vibration experi- 
enced when a more than usually brilliant idea has “ struck ” 
one. Thus, consciously or unconsciously, the theory of vibrations 
of one kind or another is used to express what people do not 
understand. They tacitly admit their existence though having 
no notion whatever as to their nature.

It may be of interest to those not well acquainted with the 
subject of “ vibrations,” atmospheric as well as etheric, to know 
that the whole ränge of atmospheric vibrations which the human 
ear can transmit to the brain as sound is comprised between 
32 to the second (the lowest audible), and 40,000, a very restricted 
scale indeed, and far inferior to that of many other living creatures. 
The highest musical note which a human being can hear is, I 
believe, under 5,000 vibrations per second ; but dog whistles 
are made which when blown give a sound inaudible to the person 
blowing them, but quite easily heard by a dog at a distance. 
Perhaps it is because they hear certain vibrations made by 
some musical instruments, but unperceived by the player, which 
often cause them to howl as they do.

Where atmospheric sound vibrations cease, those of electrical, 
etheric " waves ” begin, and as such they end at about
34,360,000,000 (thirty-four thousand three hundred and sixty 
millions) per second. Inconceivable as such a rate is, it is not 
until the vibrations of the Ether increase to 35,000,000,000,000 
(thirty-five billions) per second that our eyes can perceive them 
as light, which they cease to do when the vibrations have become 
only twice as rapid, a very short ränge indeed compared with 
those of electricity or even sound. Now although the term



MATERIAL1ZATION PHENOMENA 231

" electricity ” is used, it does not include that form of it known 
as Herzian waves, or radio vibrations of the nature used in 
“ wireless,” which do not come into being as “ X  ” rays until 
the vibrations exceed the incomprehensible rapidity of over
288,000,000,000,000,000 (two hundred and eighty-eight thousand 
billions) per second ! All such figures are utterly beyond our 
mental grasp, but are known to be mathematically correct ; 
and although hourly employed now by millions of people in their 
“ wireless receiving sets,” are as little realized by them as are 
the vibrations which enable them to see or even hear. It is the 
function of the little “ crystals ” and electric lamp “ valves ” 
used to reduce these inconceivable “ high-frequency ” vibrations 
into the comparatively “ low-frequency ” vibrations of between 
32 and 40,000 per second, so that they can be heard as sound 
in speech or music and so on. To what frequency these etheric 
vibrations extend, who can teil ? Research will in time greatly 
increase our knowledge, for being physical they can be examined 
as other natural phenomena are, instrumentally and mathemati
cally. It is a remarkable fact that so far as is known at present, 
all “ waves ” or vibrations of the ether, no matter what their 
frequency may be, travel at exactly the same speed—that of 
light, or 186,000 miles per second.

That the recent and wonderfully rapid development of radio 
communication, and especially radio-telephony, should coincide 
so completely with the equally rapid spread of “ Spiritualism ” 
throughout the world is indeed very noteworthy. It might seem 
that this has been purposely brought about by those on “ the 
other side ” whose help is necessary, with the object of making 
mankind familiär with a phase of Etheric vibrations which, 
believing it to be “ scientific,” people would try to understand, 
but which would receive no consideration if considered “ un
natural ” or “ spiritualistic.” There would be a truly modern 
“ human touch ” in that mode of procedure, and that, perhaps, 
may indicate its origin.

The conditions under which both phases of vibrations—radio, 
or “ scientific,” and “ astral-etheric ” or “ theosophic ”—function 
are apparently not very dissimilar, an important one being the 
absence of sunlight vibrations, if the best effects are to be ob- 
tained. Another is the necessity for reducing the high frequency 
of the Etheric vibrations to the comparatively low frequency 
of those of light, (and still more so to those of sound) if they 
are to become visible and audible to us. Furthermore, we must 
bear in mind the importance of some means or apparatus for
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doing this— in the one case by the employment of crystal “ detec- 
tors ” or valves, and in the other through human “ instruments ” 
fulfilling the same purpose. Mechanical and electrical contriv- 
ances can effect the former, since purely “ material” etheric 
vibrations are dealt with ; but it is very doubtful whether the 
higher astral-etheric vibrations, if existent, can be controlled 
by such purely physical means. The two causes are on entirely 
different “  planes ”  of being, and the methods of dealing with 
them must surely be equally distinct; but considered generally 
the treatment would appear to be very similar.

§ 4
Having briefly touched upon this question of vibrations of 

the Ether of whatever nature they may be, we now come to that 
of how they may apply to the phenomena of “ materialization.” 
So far as I am aware, these, as effected through the agency of 
human “ mediums," are of three kinds : (i) Those which are 
tangible and can be feit, but are invisible to the human eye;
(2) Those which can be seen but are intangible ; (3) Those which 
are both visible and tangible. The first category, the most 
common of the three, include the “  spirit ” hands which are 
frequently feit at seances, and sometimes move objects about 
the room, as well as the vocal organs formed for the production 
of “  direct-voice ”  manifestations. In either case some form of 
matter is being employed which neither obstructs nor reflects 
light waves, but is sufficiently concrete and material to set up 
the vastly less frequent atmospheric vibrations required to make 
sound audible to us.

The second category is mostly comprised of visions such as 
ghosts, spectres, and apparitions which haunt houses and locali- 
ties, and are seen by people of a psychic nature who report that 
the “ visions ”  (for such they seem really to be) vanished on 
approach, or were so intangible that they had been passed 
through by those who saw them. It also comprises the astral 
bodies of living persons wrho suddenly appear to their friends, 
or of those who have just died, and which from their very 
character would seem to be such as are formed only by vibrations 
producing light which, as we have seen, are of exceedingly high 
frequency, and therefore far removed from those required for 
sound or molecular materialization.

In the third category we have the true “  materialization 
of physical m atter; from that of a physical body complete in 
every detail, to all intents and purposes an actual living being,
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down to parts of one only, such as hands and faces, solid and 
substantialineveryrespect. In such cases the etheric vibrations 
utilized must be of all necessary frequencies to produce such 
results; but what is most marvellous of all is that the body 
thus built up by them can itself control and utilize such a ränge 
of vibrations as include not only the low-frequency scale needed 
for atmospheric sound waves to produce speech, but also those 
of such vastly higher frequency as are needed in order to see !

The function of a “ medium ” or psychic person is probably 
to act like the “ valve ” or crystal of a “ receiving set ” in order 
to transmute the vibrations emanating from a plane of existence 
different from those of our material world, into those of a lower 
frequency or degree, such as to enable the senses to perceive them. 
How this is done we do not know at present. We can only 
learn by what our senses teil us. These are the sole means the 
vast majority of mankind has of knowing anything at all about 
the material world in which it is placed. After all, “ Science ” 
of any kind can only teach us what it has found out through 
these five senses, and unless verifiable demonstratively or mathe- 
matically, its assertions are surely no more entitled to be classed 
as knowledge than any which occult Science may make. The 
world generally accepts the dogmatic Statements of the physicist 
with worider, probably not untinged with admiration, but usually 
without cavil. In how many instances, however, have not these 
been found erroneous, and science been forced to recant and 
admit mistake ?

§5
It may thus be said that the whole cosmos, visible and invisible, 

is built up of " vibrations ” (to use the word most generally 
employed, and meaning “ trembles ”) of something to which the 
name of “ Ether ” has been given. We have seen that this Ether 
is utterly beyond the comprehension of any human being if it 
has to fulfi.1, as it needs must, the conditions which warrant the 
hypothesis. Who can possibly conceive the existence of “ a 
perfect fluid  so rarefied and tenuous as to offer no resistance 
whatever to any object moving through it at an inconceivable 
speed, and yet at the same time be of such stupendous density 
as to be comparable with nothing we know of or can imagine ’ ’ ? 
A perfect paradox, indeed ! The only conceivable nature of 
such a medium seems to be " W ill,” the T h o u g h t  and W i l l  
of the Creator and Grand Architect of the Universe which per- 
meates the Cosmos, holding, moulding and binding it, guiding
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and directing it as He in His infinite wisdom deems best. Even 
in this little world of ours we have some faint idea of what “ Will ” 
can do when exercised by those who possess something of it, 
feeble though that be ; but of what it may be when emanating 
from Him whom we call God, our puny minds can form no idea 
whatever.

If, therefore, the Ether be the Fons et Origo of the universe 
as we know it, that “ something ” which is called “ astral ” may 
be a form or state of it— a kind of “ astral-ether ” of a much more 
attenuated nature and higher frequency of vibrations; and if 
the Ether be atomic, or in a sense quasi-material, so may the 
other be under certain conditions. If that proviso be granted, 
and one seems as credible as the other, a glimmer of light appears 
which m ay show how “ materializations ” of any kind might 
be effected when conditions are favourable. It is but a concept, 
a Suggestion, with perhaps a grain of truth, or, one might say, 
an “ atom ” of possibility.

(To be concluded.)

THE OCCULT REVIEW

T H E  W A T C H E R
B y  B E A T R IC E  P E T T Y  ns

A DARK ENED room, so still, so quiet, circle-shaped it stood, 
and curtained all in amethyst, showing no doorway and no 
window to the world.

Yet as sight accustomed itself, a faint soft radiance began to 
glimmer. Gradually this gathered in one spot, grew and strength- 
ened, until an opalescent altar stood revealed, whereon there 
glowed a fire.

Faint it was, and softly blue, and double-flamed. As the fire 
burned brighter two kneeling forms were dimly outlined upon 
the altar steps, hands clasped, heads bent in meditation.

And every moment the twin flames drew nearer to each other, 
yet burning steadily the while, until at last they joined, and, 
one-pointed, sprang heavenward in thankfulness. Brooding 
behind the Harne, above the altar fire, the Watcher hovered. 
Pale and clear glowed his face, full of love were his tender eyes as 
he bent them in concentration on the flame. And in response, 
deep in its heart, a tiny point of white appeared.

With a smile of unutterable joy the Watcher stooped, and. 
encircling the flame with his rose-hued wings, he took it into 
himself.
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By DION FORTUNE, A uthor o f “ Esoteric Philosophy of 
Love and M arriage ” etc.

THE Inner Light alone can bring a man to the Great Light, 
but this is a supreme achievement, and to correlate such an 
experience with normal consciousness, so that it shall not pass 
like a flash of lightning, it is necessary that consciousness should 
be prepared for its reception. When it is remembered that each 
object upon the plane of physical form has within it the sub- 
stance of each of the other six planes of manifestation, and each 
aspect of substance is shaped into a form according to the laws 
and types of its own plane, it will be seen that every material 
object has analogies upon every plane of the manifested uni- 
verse. It is by the use of these analogies that Systems of 
symbolism are built up.

If those who have knowledge of the Divine Light in any of 
its aspects wish to assist a neophyte to obtain a conscious reali- 
zation of the nature of that Light, they have to supply him with 
a chain of associated ideas, a veritable Jacob’s Ladder, leading 
right up the planes, with an accurate correlation upon each. 
Not every object which may be chosen at random according to 
superficial resemblance to the thing it is intended to symbolize, 
can do this, and only those who themselves can lift conscious
ness plane by plane are competent to work out a System of 
symbology, and of such, those who can pass through the seven 
planes are very rare. Therefore it is that initiators of a lesser 
calibre are content to rely upon the symbolism of the Manus 
of their race, even if they themselves are unable to interpret its 
higher aspects, because they know that their pupil, when he 
achieves to the plane on which he is entitled tb receive any 
degree of initiation, will be able, having once been shown the 
mundane Symbol, to make that Interpretation for himself. It is 
therefore of great value to have access to the ancient rituals 
designed by the Great Ones of the past—Manu, Saviour, and 
Master, each working in His degree.

Every object in a lodge should be a symbolic representa- 
tion of the different aspects of force functioning upon the plane 
to which it is intended to raise the consciousness of the candidate.

235
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Nothing should be omitted, and nothing extraneous included. 
The creation in consciousness of an image of the Symbol forms 
a point of contact with the force it is intended to represent. 
Form, colour, movement, sound and incense make their appeal 
to the gates of the physical senses, each of which is an analogue 
of the subtle senses, and thus a symbolic image is built up which, 
provided that conditions are right, will be translated into experi- 
ence by the subtle body upon which it is designed to act.

It has been well and truly said that in the exoteric church 
the ceremony is performed by one person for the benefit of the 
congregation ; but in the lodge, the ceremony is performed by 
the congregation for the benefit of one person. The candidate 
is the principal actor in a mystery play wherein he passes in 
symbolic action through certain experiences of the soul in its 
passage from darkness to light. It is intended thereby to recall 
to memory experiences through which the soul has passed in 
ultra-consciousness, and unless the initiator has this basis of sub- 
conscious achievement to work upon, initiation is a meaningless 
ceremony to the candidate. Each degree of initiation marks the 
completion, not the commencement, of a stage on the Path. 
Let it be clearly understood that Ritual Initiation bestows 
nothing ; it merely renders available that which has been at- 
tained in ultra-consciousness. The real Initiation is a spiritual 
experience. To pass through the symbolic representation of 
death and resurrection can mean nothing to a candidate in whom 
desire is not dead and spiritual consciousness has not arisen.

It is recorded of the ancient mysteries that the candidate for 
initiation into the different fraternities was usually made to act 
out the life-story of the original Hierophant, the Divine Man, 
whose history formed the basis of the symbolism of the cere- 
monies. He took the leading part in a mystery play in which 
the other parts were played by the lodge ofhcers. The Divine 
Man was the archetype or ideal which was to be held in conscious
ness by the neophyte, and each officer of the lodge represented 
a force which played upon the Divine Man in the course of His 
evolution. An officer who rightly understood his function would 
dwell upon the force which should act through his office, tili his 
personality became so saturated with it that he radiated its 
influence upon the candidate he was helping to initiate. The 
united action of all the officers builds a group mind which is 
capable of transmitting and focusing potencies of a much more 
massive or cosmic type than could be transmitted through the 
channel of a single consciousness.
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Colour and sound play important parts in the Operation of 
transmuting the forces of one plane into their correspondences 
on a lower and denser level. Their influence has its basis in the 
principles of the lawof the Ratio of Vibration; this can be best 
explained by analogy. It is well known that many people always 
associate colours with certain musical tones; it is also a proven fact 
that if sand be scattered on a disc and a violin bow drawn across its 
edge, causing it to vibrate, the sand will assume regulär pattems 
consisting of geometrical forms ; sound is a Vibration of the air, 
of which the number of vibrations per second of any given note 
can be ascertained ; light is a Vibration of the ether of which 
the number of vibrations per second of any given colour can 
also be ascertained, and it will be found that there is a mathe- 
matical relationship between the air-vibration of a sound and the 
ether-vibration of the colour which it evokes in the conscious- 
ness of certain people of the more sensitive type. The latter will 
be a multiple of the former. Upon the subtler planes are many 
different types of force, each with its own vibration-rhythm. If 
the rate of that rhythm can be discovered, and either its root 
or prime factors be ascertained, and sounds be formulated which 
have the Vibration rate of the several factors, and these be 
enunciated in sequence, they will awaken the complementary 
Vibration in the subtle body which corresponds to the plane of 
the potency it is intended to evoke, just as the musical tone 
causes the colour to which it bears a ratio to rise in consciousness. 
This is the rationale of the use of Sacred Names and Words of 
Power.

So, too, with geometrical forms : certain composite influences 
have their correspondences in the intersecting lines of force 
which give rise to the regulär figures of the sand patterns. On 
a similar principle are constructed the Sacred Symbols. They 
represent lines of force in the Unseen.

All these influences are employed to construct a great thought- 
form in the group-mind of the lodge, and into this thought-form 
are poured the potencies evoked by the Names of Power used 
in the initiatory work. These influences are then focused upon 
the candidate while he is in a state of exalted consciousness. 
Such is the rationale of initiation.

The candidate, while acting out the ritual with his physical 
body, should remember that he himself is but a Symbol of the 
Divine Man he is made to represent, and he should follow out 
in consciousness the processes of the soul that are being enacted 
on the subtler planes.
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SORCERY IN FRANCE AND AFRICA

II

IN THE BAHR-EL-GHAZAL

GOOD fortune took me in the winter of 1924-25 to distant tracts 
of the Bahr-el-Ghazal in Equatorial Africa, enabling me to gather 
at first hand tales still to be heard with regard to uncanny powers 
possessed by certain tribesmen. It is necessary to add the word 
s till, for even in those far regions these occurrences are becoming 
rare. The world, like water, seeks a common level in customs, 
thoughts and beliefs. Should progress continue as at present, 
in another half-century travel will cease to provide a means of 
escape from the monotony of average human endeavour and 
conception.

Yet justice constrains the immediate admission that even in 
the past some sort of common idea appears to have ruled through- 
out the world ; and this is much more curious since, while in these 
days human intercourse is rapidly spreading, by no possibility 
in the past could thought or belief be communicated. Not a 
Century ago inhabitants of Central Africa and Central France 
were as unknown to each other as are now the fabulous folk of 
other planets ; yet even to the casual observer it is evident that 
a close relat ionship of prevalent idea existed in their basic beliefs, 
which, according to them both, culminated in somewhat similar 
happenings.

Rumours of queer happenings reached me before I had 
penetrated far into the distant lands bordering the Upper Nile, 
in spite of the fact that with the advance of European civilization 
with its doubts and scepticism, such occurrences are becoming more 
and more rare. In the near future they are likely to cease en- 
tirely. Bearing this in mind, I was the more fortunate in meeting 
men of position and Standing who had come into personal touch 
with dark tribesmen, claiming power over water, over animals, 
even over life and death.

The solitary British Official received me with all courtesy 
after my six days’ march through the sleeping-sickness area,
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the dreaded Kajo-Kaji district, leading from Uganda, bordering 
the upper reaches of the White Nile, into the far Soudan. Men 
of the Mahdi and Barri tribes had been my sole companions, 
carrying me and my baggage on their heads through their country, 
arousing my curiosity as to their ways and customs ; nor'could 
I have found one more capable of satisfying it than the Major, 
who had spent seventeen years among them, chiefly alone. From 
him I heard the following Statements with this succinct comment: 
“ They may be only coincidences; but they are funny coinci- 
dences.”

“ Four tribes at that time, the Barri, Mahdi, Acholi and Fuzeli, 
representing a large area and immense population, believed in 
a leopard-man, named Tombe Gborin, who had it in his power 
to summon leopards and send them out on adventures—to 
punish an enemy, or for purposes of revenge. They believed he 
had the spirit of a leopard within him and could communicate 
this spirit to any of his fellow-leopards. That very year (1924) 
at the beginning of the rains, about June, a man was devoured 
by a leopard between the Nile and Kajo-Kaji. The remains, 
consisting of an arm and shoulder, had been dragged away and 
hidden up a tree about twice the height of a man from the ground, 
as is the habit of the leopard, to prevent a hyaena reaching it. 
As such a thing had not happened for several years, the people 
immediately said: ‘ It is Tombe Gborin come back.’ He
lived near Wona Moka, east of the Nile, a post where I had 
lately slept.

“ Within twenty-one days five people from one village were 
killed by a single leopard. The District Commissioner having 
a large lion snap-trap, sent it to the chief with instructions how 
to use it. Everyone laughed, saying Tombe Gborin would never 
go near a trap.

“ The chief himself and several sub-chiefs came to see the 
District Commissioner, and said they knew it was Tombe Gborin’s 
spirit turned loose in a leopard. Tombe Gborin was a very old
man. They asked permission to do as they did in old times ; 
namely, to send Tombe Gborin a young girl, who would remain 
with him tili she had a child. The District Commissioner pointed 
out that on account of sleeping-sickness regulations, not even a 
girl could be sent from the west to the east bank. They replied 
that something must be done, and that they would collect some 
m ahl, i.e., gifts of goats and cattle, if the District Commissioner 
would arrange that Tombe Gborin should come down on the east 
river bank on a certain day. They would then have the gifts



collected on the west bank and would send them over to him 
by the ferry-boat. This was done. Since that day the leopard 
had not been seen nor yet any trace of him. The people said that 
Tombe Gborin had kept his side of the bargain and withdrawn 
his spirit from the leopard.”

An account of this affair appeared in the Soudan Herald of 
November 8, 1924. It was headed :

“ A F erocious Leopard 
Kills Seven People and Mauls Two Others.

“ We understand that seven people have been killed by a leopard 
in a village in the Kajo-Kaji area, and two others very badly 
mauled. An interesting feature of the matter is that it is as- 
cribed by the natives to a certain Madi of Opari District, who is 
believed to be able to control leopards. Arrangements are being 
made with this Madi to recall the leopards, a procedure which is 
desired by and which alone will satisfy the people.”

“ There is something funny, too, about his rain-making,” 
the Major continued. “ I have known several chiefs send him 
presents, perhaps a couple of cows, and sure enough they’ve got 
their rain. There is another man, named Lemmi Molei. For 
years I have heard of him, and he’s looked upon and recognized 
by all the chiefs as being a rain-maker. Chiefs come from quite 
a distance if their crops are getting dry and give him presents of 
goats and cows, and he produces rain. That’s his history. The 
following is my own personal experience.

“ One day I was coming back to the Station where I was quar
tered, passing through his village, about two hours’ walking 
distance from the Station. Now it happened to be in the very 
middle of the rains, the month of June, when we were having 
torrential downpours. When we got to the village there were 
heavy black clouds, thunder and lightning all around, as if it 
were all going to break. Out of fun I said to him ; ‘ Stop the 
rain tili I get into Loka.’ He sent his boy to his house close by. 
The boy returned with two copper bells, about the size of half a 
tumbler, such as they tie to the cattle, and also a buming stick 
from the fire. Turning round and facing the wind and clouds 
that were coming up, he took a bell in each hand, rang them each 
about a dozen times. He put the bells down and clacked his 
fingers in two different directions, then took up the stick, blew on 
the burning end tili it grew red, and all the time was muttering 
words in his own Fuzeli language. Then he turned back again 
and faced me, throwing the stick behind him, so that he could
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not see where it feil, towards the coming rain. That was the 
whole proceeding. He told me I could go to Loka and would 
not get wet. I bicycled there. Stones were very bad, and made 
rough going. The journey took about an hour. Thunder and: 
lightning were about and behind me the whole time, but not a 
drop of rain feil until I was in my house in Loka, and then it 
deluged—heavy tropical rain. That was about two years agor 
in 1922.

“ Now this other thing happened this very year, about two 
months ago, at the end of August. I was going the other way, 
from Loka to cross a khor called Kaia. This khor, after heavy 
rain, is impassable for a day. There had been heavy rain for 
the last two or three days, and the khor was known to be in 
flood, so I made my men carry the light framework of a canoe 
and a Waterproof, 12 by 12, to fasten over it, with a view to* 
Crossing the khor. When I got to his village, I said again,, 
jokingly, ‘ Now, Lemmi Molei, stop the rain so that when I get 
to the khor it will be fordable.’ He replied that he would stop 
the rain that evening at sundown, and that there would be no 
rain tili I got past Kaia. I had still two nights and three days 
on the road before me. When I got to Khor Kaia one of my 
boys had fever and I was obliged to leave him at the Kaia police 
post. I then went down to the khor and found the water was 
barely knee deep, though as a rule in August and September no 
one can cross without a boat. Düring those two months I have 
never seen it so low as it then was. My boy didn’t join me for a 
week afterwards. When I asked if he had been laid up all that 
time with fever, he said, No. After taking the quinine that 
night he was all right, but when he walked down to the khor (a 
mile from the police post) early next moming he found the flood' 
had come down, and he could not pass for five days. A stränge 
thing is that the flood comes from hills about thirty miles away, 
and not from local rains ; yet the water was only up to my 
knees when I crossed.”

By January, 1925, I was in the heart of the sunny forest 
between Merhra-el-Rek and Wau, seeing not only snakes and 
monkeys and antlered deer, but ta.ll, slender Dinkas leap, free as 
the animals and unclad, save for stylish Ornaments. Two ivory 
bands, high and low, on either arm, a circlet of leopard skin 
about one ankle, and possibly a narrow leathem thong, dipping 
to the front, about the waist ; while the winter’s fashion consisted 
of many rows of jade-coloured beads, wom as high dog-collars 
round the neck, showing up strongly against keen black faces,.
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delicately p o u d r e  with white wood ash beneath hair, shingled to 
the d ern ier  cr i de P a r is , and tinted brilliant red with local clay. 
The long slender spear in the hand (capable of killing a lion) 
gave the last touch in ch ic.

Every act of their lives is govemed by magic and divination. 
Their word J o k  means devil or illness. N ie r lic k  means Up-above 
and is often supposed to be their god, who does not concem 
himself with human affairs and calls the people “ my ants.” 
The medicine-men, heavily paid, make rain, bring babies and 
calves, secure luck on joumeys. Dinka magic is called Matiang 
G oh. It is officially forbidden. The people believe in bad spirits, 
who injure, hurt and have to be propitiated.

From the Governor of the Bahr-el-Ghazal I heard the following:
“ One day he received an immense package, containing a kind 

of wooden image made of a block of tree. It was sent from 
England by a man who wrote that in three homes it had brought 
bad luck and misfortune. He consulted the British Museum 
and was told to send it back to its own country, far in the Bahr- 
el-Ghazal, approaching the Belgian Congo. It reached Wau 
with a bill to pay on its freight that the Governor consigned to 
the sender, while he dispatched the image to the Tambura 
country, where a junior Government official (to whom I spoke 
personally), gave it to the official in Charge of the district. He 
consulted the chief witch-doctor, asking if they should bum it. 
This he strongly advised him not to do, saying that wherever 
smoke feil from the flames misfortune would follow; so they 
chopped it up in small pieces and threw it in the river.”

Much that was curious happened in that country. The in- 
habitants believed the hill-tops to be haunted. Lights were seen 
wandering at night. None of the inhabitants would go near 
them. He himself had never seen a ghost. Some years ago an 
officer from that district told me that ghosts came up from the 
river into the rest-houses when the rains were very bad. In 
spite of the damp heat, they brought a fearful chill with them. 
He had seen several at a time in a hut with him. Like the ghosts 
of fiction, one could see right through them to the door or wall 
behind, otherwise one might think them real men. He told me 
that young officers sometimes lost nerve altogether, and had to 
be sent home. Personally he found it disagreeable, but he grew 
accustomed to them. From the Roman Catholic bishop at Wau 
I leamt that the people thought it very wrong to teil their beliefs, 
particularly to white men. He said that in ten years’ time 
every trace of their former life, even their implements, would
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have disappeared, and every year they were less like they had 
been. He added that the Dinkas were more religious and super- 
stitious than the Jurs. They believed in spirits. When a man 
died he became something eise. The chiefs became lions.

An old woman had been put in prison by Gooma, the head- 
man at Wau, because when she cursed or put a bad spell on any- 
one she summoned a bird. When the bird came and sat on her 
shoulder, that person died.

*' Gooma hates witchcraft,” an officer told me. “ It terrifies 
him. He had the wind up badly over a young fellow about 
twenty-six or twenty-eight years old, who had a spell put upon 
him and was to die because he crossed some medicine-man in the 
matter of a woman. Three white birds settled on a tree above 
his hut and never left the branches night or day. The medicine- 
man said he would die before they moved. Gooma asked the 
British officers to interfere. Two of them ” (both known to 
me) “ rode out to Number One rest house to dislodge the birds ; 
but mistook the road—a thing that would be put down to the 
power of the medicine-man. They arrived at the wrong point, 
and before they could get back to the right place that strong 
healthy young fellow was dead.”

Sometimes, when Crossing water, even if quite shallow, 
unseen hands clutch the natives’ legs and pull them down. It 
may be a sort of fresh-water octopus ; but no specimen has ever 
been found, even when the water dwindles to tiny pools, or dries 
up entirely. A scientist, travelling in Africa, tried his utmost to 
get a specimen, but failed. When a man is clutched, he moves 
about as much as he is able, tightly held in the water. No one 
goes to his aid, as this would be considered useless ; but chickens 
and goats are sacrificed on the banks. Sometimes this is success- 
ful. A Scotsman told me of a case lately experienced in Kaber- 
anga, when, as sacrifices were going on, the man was suddenly 
freed.

This partly explained a fact, told me some years ago by an 
eye-witness, conceming a witch-doctor who helped the British 
Government doctor on an expedition to bandage after European 
fashion. He suddenly flared up with anger at some light word 
of the surgeon’s, praising him with condescension, and exclaimed :
“ You only play at the outside of things. I go right into the 
interior. You try to help a man to get well. I exercise the power 
of life and death.”

The surgeon burst out laughing. At this the man was so 
infuriated that he cried :



“ Choose a man who is to die at this ford. You will see if I 
have power.”

They happened to be Standing about, preparing to go over 
a very shallow ford.

So little did they believe the native that both my friend and 
the doctor chose a huge, stalwart fellow, whose strength they had 
admired throughout the march. He was stepping, barely ankle- 
deep, in the water, with a light bürden. In the middle of the 
stream he was suddenly checked as if caught by his feet. The 
bürden flew from his head ; he feil on his face, and, before he 
could be lifted up, was dead.

No one could lay the Charge of credulity to the British officer, 
from whom I heard that certain of the people round about us 
claimed to be able to change into hyenas. The advantage is 
that they can cover immense distances at great speed, particularly 
at night. Having occasion to send a most urgent message from 
El Obeid to Dilling in the least possible time, he asked who 
among his men could be trusted to go most quickly ? They 
responded at once, “ Morfargin.” He sent him off that day. 
He left about eight o’clock and reached Dilling next moming 
about noon, before lunch. The transport officer wrote his answer 
as soon as the message was received, but remarked in his letter 
that it must be dated wrong, since the man could not come so 
quickly. He set off on the retum journey towards night, and 
came safely to camp, having done a hundred and eighty-six miles 
in three nights and two days. He explained it quite casually by 
saying that at night he became a hyena and could leap along on 
four legs. The captain twitted him, asking what the other 
beasts thought when they saw a hyena carrying a letter-bag ? 
The man was quite unshaken, and the fact remained that the 
ground was covered in that time.

Another tale I had from a man, many years in the land, who 
knew tribes who believed that men and women could inhabit 
hyenas, citing a case he had experienced of a hyena shot at night 
between the red and green lights shining in his eyes. No one 
would go for the body until moming. When they went to look 
for it next day, it was not to be found. The place was marked 
with the blood of a hyena, but just beyond the only hyena spoor, 
the tracks turned into those of human feet. Later in the day a 
woman accused them of having slain her husband, who lay dead 
in his hut. He had been wandering at night in the form of a 
hyena. Other instances cited of men frequenting the bodies of 
hyenas included one of a man who was missing when a hyena
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was killed. He was never found, but his ear-rings were in the 
hyena’s ears.

In the Sologne some years ago, Monsieur l’Abbe Grelot, eure 
of Selles-sur-Cher, was carrying the Host to a dying man in the late 
gloaming, when he found a wolf walking beside him. He was 
the more terrified since wolves were unknown in the Sologne, 
but pursued his way, aware of the power of the Blessed Saviour 
whose Body he bore, though as darkness deepened the glare of 
red and green lights in the animal’s eyes gleamed yet more 
ferociously.

In the Bahr-el-Ghazal, as in the Sologne, it is increasingly 
difficult to authenticate these happenings. The last to be notified 
occurred to my brother, who knew the people in their native 
simplicity from the Re-occupation in 1901 tili he lost his life 
there as Governor in 1905. Unhappily the writings he had 
amassed were destroyed ; but this was among the few uncanny 
occurrences of which he told me. Leopards became extra- 
ordinarily rapacious and busy round a certain camp. Among 
the victims was a young girl, whose half-devoured remains were 
found a short distance from the huts. Shocked at this disaster, 
he questioned his own natives, who told him it was the work of 
a leopard-man. Affronted at the coming of “ the Turks,” he 
had sent his spirit among the leopards and instigated their attacks. 
My brother sent him word that, hearing he was a great man, he 
would be honoured by a visit, dispatching sufficient escort to 
ensure his accepting the invitation. He received him with 
politeness, instaÜing him in a grass hut of his own, chatting 
gravely to him, though not on the subject of leopards.

A few days later my brother’s servants came in the early 
morning to teil him there were two leopards in the grass about a 
mile away, close to a path leading from the camp. He told them 
to go on ahead, taking his guns, while he followed them up barely 
a quarter of an hour later. He heard shots as he approached 
the spot indicated, and a few moments later met the two servants 
returning with their news. The first leopard had been shot in the 
shoulder and had escaped. The second sprang up a tree and lay 
along a branch. Advancing cautiously beneath it, they shot him 
through the heart. Directing them to go back and strip the 
dead leopard of his skin, he himself retumed to camp and into the 
mess, where he found breakfast had begun. It was nearly over 
before the doctor came in, explaining he had been detained by 
the leopard-man, who had been taken ill.

“ What’s the matter with him ? ”
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“ Just what I don’t know. 
it.”

I never saw anything quite like

“ What are the Symptoms ? ”
Now the leopard-man’s grass hut lay behind the mess-hut, 

well into the camp. My brother’s hut, on the contrary, was in 
front of the mess, Standing close to the grass, whence his servants 
had come direct to teil him of the leopards. They had no time 
to go into the camp, for he sent them straight off into the forest 
and saw them go. He himself had met them nearly a mile from 
the camp, and had sent them straight back to skin the leopard, 
with which they were still busy.

“ Well,” continued the doctor, " about an hour ago the fellow 
started screaming and crying. Men passing by looked in and 
came along and fetched me. He was sitting up, where he had 
been lying, groaning, and clinging to his shoulder, which he de- 
clared gave him excruciating pain. I was manipulating the 
shoulder-blade and feeling the shoulder, which seemed perfectly 
healthy, when suddenly he cried, ‘ Oh, my breast ! ’ and feil for- 
ward on his face as if dead. The funny thing is that for a minute 
or two I really thought he had gone. However, from a very faint 
flicker his heart got going, and after working at him nearly half 
an hour he suddenly regained consciousness, and now declares he 
is perfectly well— doesn’t feel ill anywhere. I got my boy to bring 
him some food, and left him eating a pretty hearty breakfast.”

A fundamental belief in development of inward forces seeking 
slightly differing outward expression, is equally apparent in the 
instances given, both from the Sologne and the Bahr-el-Ghazal. 
Of those cited from the Sologne, these powers were used with 
malignant int ent to hurt and injure. We should have to turn 
to their legends of saints to see them put to higher purpose.

Before dismissing the subject with the assurance of those 
whose thoughts, customs and beliefs belong to another period, it 
might be well to ask (as must sometimes be done by those who 
retire from noise and incessant modern movement into the still 
depth of country life), how did all those inward thought-forces, 
now so patiently and successfully employed in material affairs, 
busy themselves in days of monotonous tranquillity ? Doubtless 
there were those who scarcely cultivated any mental activity; 
but what of those who did ? In this Century we see the extra- 
ordinary, wellnigh miraculous manifestation of human thought- 
power, probing into, arranging, even creating in the exteraal 
world. Is it possible that human intelligence and will projected 
into the internal subjective world is also capable of producing
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external results. One fact is certain ; not without strenuous 
effort, self-discipline and privation can these weird forces be 
developed. Possibly the greatest authority is the Rev. Pere 
Trille, who spent eighteen years of sympathetic sojourn among 
tribes of Central Africa, while their beliefs and customs were in 
full sway, as may be seen from his book, L e  T otem ism e p a r m i les 

F a n s.
Having had the honour of meeting him recently I heard from 

his lips, not only the verification of all recorded here, but also 
something of the methods of initiation, notably in the case of 
the Brothers of Leopards and Hyenas ; but to touch on this 
entrancing subject is to open a field too wide for the scope of 
this present article.

I N V O C A T I O N  O F  F I I I E

B y m e r e d i t h  s t a r r

WITH all the force and purity of Fire 
I would aspire

Unto the throne where sitteth Adonai 
In majesty

Supemal, at the core of that great Rose 
Whose passion glows

In rapt, adoring eyes and flaming hearts ;
Whose beauty darts

Time-conquering rays and space-dissolving beams ;
Whose glory gleams 

In all the infinite avenues of love 
Wherein men move 

Until, at last, most happily they rest 
Upon God’s breast.
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b y  CLIFFORD W. GREATOREX, F.Z.S.

THE INVISIBLE GUARD

FOR the details of the present narrative, I am indebted to a 
friend who, for reasons of his own, does not wish me to divulge his 
name, although I am quite at liberty to state that he is a Fellow 
of one of the distinguished scientific societies, a prospective 
candidate for the Church, a skilful mathematician, a keen athlete, 
and a very successful schoolmaster. I will name my friend A., 
which will serve as well as any other designation for our present 
purpose.

A. is essentially level-headed, not endowed with any particular 
gift of imagination, strongly disposed to view all things from 
what he terms “ the ordinary common-sense standpoint,” and 
above all eise, he is punctilious with regard to even the minor 
requirements of what he conceives to be the moral law. He is 
a staunch friend, and his healthy enthusiasm for hard work and 
enterprise is at all times stimulating. He has the utmost regard 
for facts and, assuredly, would never, in any circumstances 
whatever, invent a story just for the sake of effect, neither would 
he set truth aside for the supposed (though mistaken) convenience 
of a journalistic associate ! So much, therefore, for the creden- 
tials of my informant.

For many years A. lived in a well-known town situated on 
the coast of a very beautiful Southern English county. It was 
in this particular town that the incidents about to be described 
transpired. These incidents were narrated to A. by his father, 
who had first-hand experience of them.

A.’s father is himself a hard-headed man, possessing in pre- 
eminent degree that valuable quality known as " common 
sense.” “ I regard my father as a model of sanity,” A. has said 
to me on occasions more than one.

Some years before A. was born, his parents lived in a small 
house near the quay, and almost opposite to their abode was a 
very old warehouse, which had long been in a very dilapidated 
condition.

This warehouse was rat-infested, and it was a somewhat weird 
sort of place, even at mid-day, whilst after nightfall it became
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positively uncanny. Concerning it, A.—whose nerves are splen
did—once said : “ I have been in the place late in the afternoon, 
when the sunbeams filtered through the prevailing gloom, and, 
honestly, it took me all my self-control not to get jumpy and to 
be on the look-out for something reaching out towards me from 
the deep shadows ! Perhaps, though, this was because, subcon- 
sciously, I was thinking of what my father had told me concerning 
the spot. None the less, I don’t mind telling you that I wouldn’t 
dream of spending a night in the place unless I wanted to become 
acquainted, first-hand, with—ghosis. But, of course, as the ware- 
house exists no longer, I couldn’t visit it now even with that 
laudable object in view.” And this from a man who had gone 
through some of the worst fighting towards the close of the recent 
European War, and who, in normal times, has always been associ- 
ated very closely with vigorous outdoor sports!

I will now record that which my friend told to me, as closely 
as possible in his own words.

Began A., drawing slowly at his pipe : “ One night, years 
ago, my father went to bed as usual, thoroughly tired out, and 
desiring nothing in the whole wide world more ardently than 
sleep. I think I have told you that, at that time, he and my 
mother lived in a house nearly opposite to an old warehouse.” 

“ Was he in good health ? ” I inquired. “ And, if you don’t 
mind my asking, has he always been a teetotaler— or, at any rate, 
a very moderate drinker ? ”

“ He was in the very best of health,” replied A., “ and asto 
the drink, well, he always hated the stuff like poison. In fact, 
he might be described as a rabid teetotaler. He would not approve 
of even a bottle of stout for supper, nor yet an occasional glass 
of wine.”

“ I suppose that he hadn’t so much as a suspicion of nervous 
derangement about him ? ” I asked.

“ Good gracious, no. Never knew what nerves are. But, 
if you w ill keep on interrupting me, you can’t expect-----”

“  I was merely asking questions that seem to me quite justifi- 
able—perhaps even necessary,” I explained. “ They may seem 
a bit personal, I know, but you see, one cannot be too careful in 
matters pertaining to the superphysical, and you have already 
told me that you were going to narrate a psychical experience. 
However, A., I’ll do my best not to interrupt unless further 
queries appear to be essential.”

“ Very good,” commented my friend, and then he proceeded 
with his narrative.
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“ As I’ve just remarked, my father retired to bed quite tired 
out, and, almost as soon as his head touched the pillow, he feil 
asleep. I suppose it would be about nine o’clock when he said 
good-night to the world, for that was his usual hour for going 
to bed throughout quite a long succession of years.”

I ventured to ask another question. “ What were his last 
thoughts before going to sleep ? Do you happen to know ? ”

“ Indeed I don’t ! A hard-working man, who lives by the 
toil of his hands, is not in the habit of remembering his last 
thoughts ! It’s only people who have leisure in which to think 
about themselves— time to be both introspective and retrospective 
—who can indulge in such doubtful luxuries as that of remem
bering their own thoughts at any given time. But you cause 
me to digress.”

“ Sorry,” said I. “ Now go straight on.”
“ Well, as a rule, nothing under the sun, nor yet beneath 

the moon, could awaken my worthy sire when once he had gone 
to sleep. My mother has said that if the house caught fire when 
he was in bed, he’d certainly be roasted alive before he realized 
there was anything wrong. And oh ! by the way, on this particu- 
lar night my father slept alone. My mother was away at the 
house of a relative.

“ But on this occasion my father’s sleep was interrupted, and 
in such a manner that, although he didn’t believe much in ghosts 
before, never having given thought to such things, he certainly 
d id  not d isbelieve in them afterwards.

“ ’Twas thus. At about midnight he awoke with a Start.
‘ Such a start,’ he told me, ‘ that the bed shook as if there was 
an earthquake.’ Cold perspiration stood out upon his forehead, 
and he feit a shiver run down his spine.

“ For he heard, unmistakably, the heavy, rhythmic sound of 
marching, such as would be produced by a number of soldiers. 
But— even before he got out of bed to look at the cause of the 
disturbance— he knew, intuitively, that there was something 
uncanny about it.

“ He admitted that he was scared ; but none the less, he 
jumped out of bed and looked through the window. The Street 
was in utter darkness. There was no moon. The stars were 
invisible. The lamps had been turned out.

“ He could see nothing at all. Not so much as a single human 
being. And yet, all the time, drawing nearer and nearer, came 
the sound of tramping feet— the sound of a platoon of soldiers, 
he said.”
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“ How did your father know that the sound he heard was 
such as might be produced by the marching of a platoon ? Why 
not a Company, or of a battalion ? ” I interposed.

“ At one time he served in the Army, and certainly he knows 
what he is talking about,” answered A.

“ Very good,” said I ; " please continue.”
“ The tramping of feet suddenly came to a halt just outside 

the old warehouse, and, a few moments later, there could be 
heard the grounding of arms. But there was no audible word 
of command—none whatever.”

“ T h e  p h a n tom  g u a rd ,”  I remarked, more to myself than to 
my companion.

“ My father listened intently,” said A., resuming his narrative. 
“ Curiosity had driven out whatever he may have feit of fear, 
and he opened the window so that he might catch some human 
utterance which would shed light upon this singulär occurrence.” 

My friend paused. I have never seen his face wear a look 
of profounder seriousness. His was the expression of one who 
realizes that he is speaking of the deepest things that life can 
reveal—the mystery of life continuous beyond death.

“ But all that my father could hear,” continued A. at length, 
“ was the murmurin g of the sea and the shrill cry of a gull passing 
over the town on its way towards the marshes. The air was 
bitterly cold ; but at the time he did not regard that circum- 
stance as affording a sound reason why he should withdraw his 
head and shoulders from the open window.

“ After the lapse of several moments there came again the 
sound of marching. It issued from the precincts of the old 
warehouse—which building was wrapped in deepest darkness—  
passed along the inky-black Street, then gradually faded away 
in the distance. But not so much as a whisper of human voices. 
Then my father pulled down the sash and returned to his bed.

“ He was sorely perplexed, as you will readily believe. More 
so because neither then, nor for many years afterwards, were 
any of the military stationed in the town. But bodily weariness 
again overwhelmed him and very soon he was sleeping as soundly 
as when he had first got into bed.

“ However, some time later, he awoke again, quite suddenly, 
and experiencing uneasy sensations as before. Pale dawn 
glimmered in the Street. The sparrows were beginning to twitter 
beneath the eaves. A neighbour’s shrill-voiced cock gave 
utterance to his Clarion call. But neither the dawn nor the 
sparrows, nor yet the crowing cock, were uppermost in my father s
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mind. For once again did he hear that mysterious grounding of 
arms, followed by the tramping of feet.

“ He sprang from his bed, determined to solve the mystery.
Flinging the window widely open, he leaned out, and saw---- ”
The Speaker paused, significantly.

“ What did he see ? ” I asked, eagerly.
“ He saw just the old familiär sights. The winding Street, 

the cobbled pavements, the old-world houses and the little shops 
and the old warehouse across the way. These commonplace 
sights, all wrapped in the dim haze of twilight. These, and 
nothing eise. But still the sound of marching feet continued, 
until it grew faint and, at length, died away in the distance, as 
it had done in the dead of night.”

Again my friend paused. I, too, was silent for several minutes. 
“ A.,” said I, when the spell was broken, “ can you—could 

your father— account for such stränge happenings in any other 
way than by reference to the superphysical ? ”

A. shrugged his shoulders. “ I think not,” he replied, slowly. 
“ At one time, when I was a young chap at College, I openly 
ridiculed the theories of the occultists. However, evidence is 
evidence, and I have had reason to change my opinions. I 
ought to add that when my father had dressed, he stepped across 
the road to the warehouse, entered it, and looked round. There 
he saw nothing more remarkable than a rat, which glared at 
him and ran away. He did not mention the amazing episode 
of the invisible guard to anyone, and not one of the neighbours 
said a word about the matter to him, although he and they were 
on very good terms for the most part. But, of course, as we 
know, not every one is susceptible to psychic influences. My 
father alone may have heard the noises in the night and at dawn.” 

“ But, A.,” I said, “ surely there must be something that 
sheds a little ray of light upon the mystery. Even the super
physical is not its own sufficient explanation.”

“ Of course,” he replied, “ and now I am coming to that 
something. The old warehouse stood on a site which had once 
been occupied by a large house where French prisoners had been 
quartered, during and after the Napoleonic wars. And, I under- 
stand, several other houses in the vicinity were used for the same 
purpose. Some of them may still be Standing, though renovated 
and altered practically out of all recognition. Of course, the 
changing of the guard must have been a familiär incident in those 
days.”

" Anything eise ? ” I inquired.
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“ Only this. Some time ago the old warehouse was demolished. 
Condemned by the sanitary inspector because of the drains that 
festered underneath it, I believe. Some of the houses also had 
to be pulled down.” Again the narrator paused.

“ Yes,” said I ; “ and what was brought to light ? ”
" Human remains, and some military relics of the age. But

in what quantity, or what might have been their exact character,. 
I do not know.”

“ Thank you, A.,” I said, quietly. “ I suppose you are quite 
willing that I write down all that you have just told me, and 
offer it to an editor for publication ? Such an experience ought 
to be brought before the notice of the psychical experts.”

“ Do whatever you like,” replied my friend, his practicality 
asserting itself anew, “ only please don’t let your enthusiasm for 
the occult cause you to forget that you haven’t yet handed back 
my tobacco-pouch. My pipe’s empty. Thanks.”

I will not attempt to deal with what may be the scientific 
explanation of the psychical phenomena just described. Such an 
explanation, to be of value, must come from an expert. My own 
task is a much humbler one— that of recording the facts. In the 
course of the years in which the occult has interested me, I have 
managed to get together data which would fill quite a large volume. 
I have experiences, told to me by reliable witnesses, or obtained 
from unpublished but quite authentic sources, of various forms of 
psychic manifestation, and hope that more of them may presently 
be offered for the perusal of those to whom such things make an. 
appeal. . . .
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B y E. DE L’ORME

IT has been suggested that the ancient sages may have possessed 
some means of inquiry into the secrets of nature and of the 
universe other than the experimental methods of modern Science. 
There must have been something of the kind in the absence of 
the delicate instruments with which the present-day investigator 
works. Otherwise, how did they arrive at conclusions so many 
of which were in astonishing anticipation of the results of Science, 
some of them still awaiting the confirmation of the experimental 
method ?

It is precisely with regard to the great Cardinal facts about 
life and the universe, the newly discovered facts of Science, that 
the ancient thinkers were correct. They knew, thousands of 
years ago, what Copernicus thought he had discovered as late 
as the end of the fifteenth Christian Century. They were aware 
of the comparative insignificance of the earth in relation to the 
solar System, and of this again to the universe as a whole. They 
had measured the celestial sphere and portioned out and named 
the sections (signs) of the beit of the heavens through which the 
sun, moon and planets apparently move, a beit known as the 
Zodiac. They had discovered cycles, some of which are so vast 
that the modern world, hide-bound as it is by prejudice and 
conceit, is not willing to admit them—it does not know ! And. 
in respect of what it does know, it will hardly allow priority of 
discovery to the sages of old.

The existence of the ether, of the atom, of the assemblages of 
atoms constituting molecules; these were known long before 
Europe was civilized. From the stars which were once thought 
to be immutable and fixed, down to the solid and dead-seeming 
rocks of the earth, all, Science teaches, is made up of elementary 
parts involved in constant change. When Heraclitus taught 
that everything is in a state of flux, so that nothing can escape 
destruction, not even the gods, he was but repeating what the 
sages of India had taught centuries before him.

The idea of “ island universes,” that the dying out or destruc
tion and the renewal of worlds is constantly occurring, but that 
they always remain confined to a small part of space at one time
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—in this, modern Science Stands where Eastern thought stood 
thousands of years ago. And so the catalogue might be ex- 
tended.

How did these thinkers arrive at their conclusions ? They 
teil us, by the cultivation of the faculties of the inner— or, as we 
would say, the subliminal— consciousness. This is an aspect of 
mind where modern psychology, hampered by its purely physical 
explanations, is groping not very successfully for Solutions.

The subliminal is that which lies below the threshold {Urnen) 
of normal consciousness, and its content is enormously greater 
than that of the normal. With the ordinary human being, this 
extensive realm of mental faculties—which far transcends that 
of the normal waking mind—remains, as it were, dormant or 
inactive during waking life. It is only when the waking life is 
temporarily suspended, as may occur in ordinary sleep, in dreams, 
in somnambulism, and, most notably, in the hypnotic state, that 
these underlying powers of the subliminal are active and domin
ant. When this occurs an entirely new, and a most remarkable, 
set of mental phenomena is found to occur.

Take, for example, the fact of memory. This, as we all know 
only too well, is in the waking life a most imperfect and often 
unreliable faculty. The memory of the subliminal, on the other 
hand, appears almost miraculously perfect. It would seem as 
though no single impression, no faintest conception of an idea, 
ever entered, even unconsciously, to the waking mind, but that 
it is promptly and perfectly registered in the subliminal. Thence 
it may be recovered when the subliminal seif is in possession. 
Methods whereby the subliminal may be put in possession were 
known to the ancient thinkers and have been handed down to 
the present day.

A good, and classic, example of this perfect memory is that of 
the woman who, when hypnotized, would recite, with perfect 
accent and intonation, the Hebrew text of some of the Psalms. 
As the woman was quite illiterate, even in her own language, this 
appeared to be almost miraculous : until it was discovered that 
she had, at one time, been maid-servant to a clergyman, a great 
Hebrew scholar. He was in the habit of walking up and down 
his study declaiming the text of his favourite Psalms. The 
woman, of course, could not understand a word of it. In her 
normal state she could not have pronounced a single word. But 
every syllable, tone and accent of it all was perfectly recorded, 
perfectly registered, by the subliminal mind ; and so, when in 
later years it happened that the subliminal mind was in posses-
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sion, the whole of that unconsciously stored knowledge could be 
tapped.

There is the phenomenon of the “ infant prodigy.” For 
example, Mozart understood music without being taught, and 
at the age of six years made his debut as a Violinist and pianist 
in Vienna. Sir A. Conan Doyle instances (T h e V ita l Message, 
p. 166) how the young daughter of an eminent barrister began 
to write Greek fluently, with all the complex accents in their 
correct places. Sir Arthur also refers to a letter received from 
a famous physician asking his opinion about one of his children 
who had written a considerable amount of script in mediaeval 
French. Many similar instances could be cited. These pheno- 
mena are connected with the subliminal mind, but how they can 
arise without previous associations, Western thought, hampered 
by materialism, both scientific and religious, is unable to explain. 
Rebirth, or reincarnation, which was accepted, not as a theory, 
but as a verifiable fact, by the ancients, and in the East to-day, 
provides the only rational solution of the problem.

Another most remarkable faculty of the subliminal mind is 
its seemingly perfect sense of the lapse of time. All who have 
studied accounts of modern experiments in hypnotism will be 
aware that if, to a hypnotized subject, the hypnotizer makes a 
post-hypnotic Suggestion for a determinate time— that the patient 
shall, after he is awake, perform a certain action at, say, precisely 
975 seconds after being awakened— the patient will, in nine cases 
out of ten, carry out the Suggestion exactly at the moment thus 
precisely designated.

If we can give a command to this subliminal seif when it is 
in a condition to hear us, that command will, even after a retum 
to the ordinary mental state, be carried out. It is as though the 
subconscious mind had the power of dramatizing an idea im- 
pressed upon it into an actual and seemingly objective happening.

Suggest to a hypnotized person that, after wakening, he shall 
see on a blank sheet of paper some definite design, and his 
wakened mind will see it. More remarkable still, if the hypno
tizer traces on the subject’s arm, say, a cross with a cold, metal 
rod, having suggested that the figure so traced out shall appear in 
a few hours as if the mark were branded, then, somehow or other, 
the very flesh of the body will obey the command in the designated 
time. This will happen long after the subject, utterly unaware of 
the command, has awakened, and that design will duly appear. 
No doubt exists as to the possibility of this phenomenon. It has 
been produced hundreds of times within the last few years.
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To connect up what has been said concerning the subliminal 
mind, it may be conceded that there is every reason for supposing 
it to be this aspect of the mind which is concerned in telepathy 
and in clairvoyance.

It has been said that certain faculties can be cultivated with 
the definite object of " tapping ” that which lies below (or above ?) 
the normal mind. Intense concentration of the mind in medita- 
tion on the subject under investigation was the method employed 
by the Indian sages in acquiring knowledge concerning it. It 
was, in fact, their method of research. There are those who prac- 
tise it to this day. The result is the supervention of a mental- 
state called ih e jh a n a ,  usually and wrongly translated “ trance ” ; 
wrongly, because the mind, in this condition, is far more lucid 
and active than normally. It has been likened to an awakening 
to States of consciousness compared with which the ordinary 
consciousness is dull and stupid.

One of the books States that the highly trained faculties of 
the seer in this state can penetrate near and far, through the 
solid earth, to the depths of the ocean, into outer space ; that 
“ he may handle the very sun, moon and stars,” and that his mind 
knows no limitation of time or space. If the mind, by this 
intense concentration penetrates to the depths of its own nature, 
it will find world upon world ; the realm, first of the p sy ch ic , 
and secondly of the sp ir itu a l—the astral and the devachanic, in 
Theosophical terminology—whose facts it may reduce to general 
principles, so far as it is able correctly to equate them in terms 
of speech.

By this interior awakening, those old sages and seers found 
laid open to them the portals of worlds as infinitely more vast 
in time and spatial content, as is our three-dimensional space 
compared with a superficies. Whilst very much indeed of what 
they came to perceive in their deep explorations into the sub
liminal could only be inadequately represented in terms of thought 
and speech, there still remained a great sum of knowledge con
cerning the world, the nature of life, and of the history of mankind, 
which they were able to place on record and transmit to their 
disciples.

This is the explanation of the extraordinary intellectual 
achievements and the undoubtedly profound knowledge of the 
great thinkers of ancient India and of other civilizations which 
have passed away.

T
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B y  LEWIS SPENCE

BECAUSE of its resemblance to the human form, the root 
Mandragora came to be regarded by the peoples of mediaeval 
Europe as a fitting vehicle for occult and superstitious practices. 
Its upper portion has occasionally a rüde likeness to a human 
head and trunk, and the bifurcation of its lower extremity gives 
this the semblance of a pair of legs. Anything in nature which 
approaches manlike shape was naturally looked upon by primitive 
man as possessing human attributes, or as containing or sheltering 
a spirit or demonic agency. Stones so formed are rare, and when 
discovered in early times were usually adopted as fetishes. 
In the later mediaeval period such freaks were regarded as the 
abodes of familiär spirits, which were, of course, merely develop- 
ments of the fetish; and the mandrake appears to have been 
classed with these phenomenal objects as something having a 
Strange supernatural life of its own.

The mandrake is by no means common, and in Europe is 
chiefly to be found in meadow country or grazing land. It is 
known by its broad yellow leaves, which lie flatly to the surface, 
almost like those of the burdock or nipplewort. The digging 
of it was supposed to be attended with no ordinary peril, for 
on being torn out of the soil it was thought to give vent to shrieks 
so terrifying that to hear them was to die instantly. To avert 
this catastrophe the greatest precautions were necessary. The 
intending gatherer of the mystic wort might unearth it at one 
hour in the week only—the hour before sunrise on a Friday— 
and must stop his ears carefully with cotton, wax or pitch. Be
taking himself to the spot where the mandrake grew, he must 
first of all make the sign of the cross over the plant. It was 
then to be dug round most circumspectly, so that not the smallest 
fibre should be left in the ground, after which it was to be tied 
by a stout thread to a dog’s tail. The p>erson who desired the 
unholy root then ran before the scape-dog, enticing him to follow 
by holding out a morsel of bread. As the dog darted forward 
to snatch the crust, he pulled the mandrake out of the ground, 
the root parted from the soil, it shrieked in its agony, and the 
dog feil dead. The mandrake might then be handled with safety,
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and after being carried home was washed in wine, wrapped up 
in red and white silk, and, later, rolled in white linen, was placed 
in a wooden box for four weeks, only the “ head ” remaining 
uncovered. These ceremonies having been duly observed, it 
would, at the month’s end, answer any questions put to it, and 
prophesy concerning the future.

Josephus and Pliny both provide early notices of the man- 
drake. Zorn, in his B ola n olo g ia , observes that it was popularly 
supposed to be generated by the droppings from the corpse of a 
malefactor left to swing on the gallows, whence its German name 
of Galgen-Mannlein, or “ Gallows-dwarf.” Bartholinus, Para
celsus and Delrio likewise dilate upon its occult properties and 
magical uses. Another populär name for it in the Teutonic 
countries was the Allraunen. Johannes Rint, in his U n iv ersa l 
F o llies  o f  M a n k in d , States that this word was originally Rhun or 
Alruhn, and that the root it denoted was chiefly employed either 
for obtaining wealth by unsanctified means, removing the curse 
of sterility (as is witnessed by the passage referring to it in Gen. 
xxx. 14-20), or, in short, to procure good fortune of any kind.

Israel Fronschmidt, a Jewish writer on superstitions and 
curiosities, in a detailed account of the mandrake and its pro
perties, says that its virtues are considerably enhanced if it has 
Sprung up under the gallows of a notorious thief, whose mother 
was a thief before him. It is, he remarks, folly to exact too 
much from an Allraunen, which, if overworked, will perish. If a 
thaler be placed in its box at night, it will be found accompanied 
by half a thaler in the morning, but it is a mistake to attempt 
this experiment too frequently. As an heirloom, he assures 
his readers, the mandrake should not fall to the share of the eldest 
but the youngest son, who, in order to secure his inheritance, 
should place a piece of money and a morsel of bread in his father’s 
coffin. If, however, the youngest son should predecease his 
father, the elder brother must perform this Office, and the man
drake will fall to him at his father’s death as a matter of course.

Johannes Praetorius, in his N ew  D escrip tio n  o f  A l l  the W onders  
o f the W orld, minutely describes those magical rites which were 
connected with the mandrake, and mentions that it is only the 
two forks of the root which bear a faint resemblance to human 
legs. The upper part, he maintains, is quite dissimilar in shape 
from the human body. It is, he says, quite a simple matter to 
give any root a human appearance. If bryony and oats be 
planted together, the former, when dug up and dried, will 
have the appearance of human hair. Matthiolus, in his quaint
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D ia s c o r , remarks that it was a common practice among rogues 
and vagabonds to carve the roots of reeds, of the Hündskürb, or 
dog’s gourd, and of other plants, into the semblance of a man or 
woman, and to stick barleycorns in the head. The roots were 
then buried for twenty days, when the barleycorns, having 
sprouted, resembled human hair.

It is clear from the evidence quoted above that the mandrake, 
through its fortuitous resemblance to the human figure, was, as 
has already been indicated, regarded as a fetish, an oracular 
penate or personal deity, the dwelling-place of a spirit or familiär 
capable of foretelling the future, and of multiplying wealth. 
That in certain instances it had also the Status of a family or 
tribal mentor is plain from the reference to its inheritance by 
the youngest son, for the youngest son was, in Jewry at least, 
frequently the hereditary priest of the family, as he remained 
longest under the paternal control, and thus had a better oppor- 
tunity of acquiring the paternal maxims and erudition.

But more significant are those traditions which are associated 
with the preparation of the mandrake for oracular purposes. 
The washing in wine, the wrapping in linen bandages, and the 
laying of the root in a box or coffin seem to indicate a connection 
with the tradition of mummification, as do the placing of a coin 
and a morsel of bread in the coffin of its owner. It is well known 
that many fetish stones are so treated. In the western isles of 
Ireland, in Arabia and America, it was, and in some cases still is, 
the practice to wrap the fetish stone in swathings of leather, 
cotton or linen, and to unroll these only when it is to be employed 
in some magical or prophetic rite. That the treatment of the 
mandrake as a mummy should have been alluded to by Jewish 
wnters is also good evidence for the Oriental provenance of the 
custom. After it was torn from the soil, it was regarded as 
“ dead,” and as therefore a fit subject for embalmment. Once 
“ mummified,” it became oracular, as did many of the mummies 
of Egypt, which were thought of as enjoying a weird half-life, or 
as being dead-alive, or " undead,” as were the vampires of the 
Balkans. A piece of Egyptian mummy-flesh was a favourite 
medium for the purposes of sorcery with the European witches of 
"the Middle Ages, who, if they could not procure a thing so recon- 
dite, feil back upon the use of mould from a newly-made grave.

That the resemblance of the mandrake to an infant caused it 
to be regarded as a remedy for sterility, through the influence of 
■ sympathetic magic, is not only clear from the passage in Genesis 
already alluded to, but from Rint’s U n iv ersa l F o llie s  ; and for
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this purpose it was often assiduously sought by childless women. 
The traditions associated with it seem, moreover, to have pene- 
trated to America. We find the analogue of the mandrake in 
the mythology of ancient Mexico, as expressed in the god Xolotl, 
the “ Double ” or “ Twin,” a divinity evolved from a double- 
rooted plant of the same name, which, when plucked from the 
ground, was supposed to give vent to cries of anguish. It is not,, 
perhaps, without significance that Xolotl is also the dog of the 
dead, the Anubis of the Mexican pantheon, which guides the 
deceased to the realms of the Underworld, and which was buried 
or burnt with the Mexican mummy. He is, moreover, the Doppel
gänger or ghost— the ka, as an Egyptologist would say—and also 
wears several of the amulets associated with the Mexican custom 
of mummifying the dead. These qualities may, perhaps, serve 
to indicate another link in the chain of superstitions which would 
in some way seem to connect the mandrake with the mummy.
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[Thename and address of the writer, not necessarily for publication, 
is required as evidence of bona fides, and must in every case 
accompany correspondence sent for insertion in the pages o/ 
the O c c u l t  R e v i e w .—E d .]

CREMATION AND SOUL EVOLUTION.
To the Editor of the Occult Review.

SiR,—The instructive letter in a recent issue of the Occult Review 
on the subject of cremation fails to mention one most important matter. 
Whether the body be cremated or buried, every precaution should be 
taken that it remain undisturbed for a period of 3J days after death.

Interpenetrating and forming an exact counterpart of the physical 
body are the vital body, the desire body and the mind. The vital 
body acts as the storehouse for all the pictures of the past life. On 
it has been impressed everything that has happened to the individual 
soul during the life just terminated. The days immediately following 
death are of vital importance to the soul, for at this time it passes 
in review in reverse Order the panorama of its whole past life. Com- 
mencing with the days immediately preceding death, this cinema-like 
picturization unrolls backwards until all the events of the life have 
passed under inspection. From the vital body this combined picture 
is stamped upon the overlaying desire body in which the soul is clothed 
while in the desire world and the First Heaven. The duration of this 
life-panorama is determined by the time that the individual could 
keep awake under the most severe stress. This, of course, would vary 
with different people.

Now here is the vital point. The clearer and deeper the etching 
upon the desire body the strenger will be the suffering in Purgatory 
and the fuller the pleasure in the First Heaven. While this critical 
process is proceeding, the dense physical body is connected with the 
higher vehicles by the silver cord. If this latter is snapped prematurely 
(as would happen by a speedy cremation), the imprint upon the desire 
body would be comparatively faint and indistinct. As conscience is 
built up upon the thoroughness of this post-mortem contemplation, 
progress in future earth-lives will be correspondingly affected. A 
faint impress from the vital to the desire body will destroy much of 
the usefulness of the past life. When the soul returns to rebirth in 
the physical world, the tendency will be to repeat much of the evil 
that should have been eradicated during its last sojourn in Purgatory.

. ̂ av*nS regard to this explanation, it can be understood that a 
quiet atmosphere is desirable in a death chamber. The relatives of 
a departing soul should refrain from grief and lamentation as this 
expression of their feelings distracts the attention of the soul and
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prevents it from reaping the full benefit of its post-mortem work.
A more general dissemination of occult knowledge regarding the 

Science of death would tend to remove a serious impediment to indi
vidual soul evolution. Yours sincerely,

H. W. STEVENS.

PSYCHIC PHOTOGRAPHS.
To the E ditor o f  the Occult Review.

Sir,—In your excellent magazine you have a note to the effect 
that mediums for psychic photography are dwindling away, having 
been exposed one after the other. It is a subject to which I have 
given close attention for many years and have probably had more 
experience in than all the “ exposers ” put together, so perhaps a 
word or two from me may have some weight in this matter.

There has been in psychic photography one real exposure and one 
suspicious case during the last five years. Each of these was dis- 
covered and discussed entirely by Spiritualists, and the results were 
published in the psychic papers. Neither of the two mediums con- 
cerned were prominent in the public eyes, the worst case having only 
been in the movement a very few years. Apart from these two, there 
have only been during that time three others, so far as I know, who have 
exercised these powers. They are Mr. Veamcombe, Mr. Hope and 
Mrs. Deane. The former I believe to have been perfectly genuine, 
but my own tests with him were not sufficient to be conclusive, and 
he now no longer exercises his power, being disgusted at tricks played 
upon him by “ researchers.” As to the other two I am as sure of 
the truth of their powers as I am that I am writing this letter. Only 
last week I took four marked plates to Mrs. Deane and received 
psychic impressions upon three of them. Hope has been before the 
public for seventeen years, and his work is above suspicion to those 
who have really tested it, as I have done again and again. It is a 
rare and most precious gift, of enormous importance in the proof of 
independent supemormal power, and it is a very shameful thing that 
the few people who possess it should be tricked and traduced as they 
have been. I may add that the very best psychic photographs which 
I have seen in England have been taken by an amateur, Mr. Staveley 
Bulford. Yours faithfully,

ARTHUR CONAN DOYLE.

PERSONALITY AND MEDIUMSHIP.
To the Editor o f  the Occult Review.

Sir,—In the article on “ Personality and Mediumship ” in your 
last issue, the writer says : “ The communicator seems largely to rely 
on the material and ideas found in the human brain with which he 
has to deal. If a discarnate soul finds a mind and brain closely attuned
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to his own, it naturally follows that he is able to reproduce himself 
more accurately than when endeavouring to work through an instru- 
ment with which he has nothing in common.”

This explanation is so exactly in accord with an explanation 
given by a communicating entity that some quotations from his 
remarks may be of interest to you.

“ Communication is performed by telepathy, that is all. Pre- 
cisely the same means are used in transferring thought from a dis- 
carnate mind as are employed in transferring thought between two 
incamate minds. . . .  It is a simple matter to transfer thought 
from the second and third planes (the lower and upper astral, the 
planes of passion and emotion respectively), thereby generating moods 
in the mind of the object of thought, these moods being of some 
duration ; but it is a very different matter to transfer thought from 
the fourth and fifth planes (the concrete and abstract mental). The 
fourth plane is the most difficult of all to work upon, and work can only 
be done with those individuals who have learnt to detach a portion of 
their substance and keep it in a loose and unattached condition, so 
that it can take form in response to impacts from without. Moreover, 
if ideas of any complexity have to be transmitted, it is not enough 
that simple images should lie loose in the mind awaiting re-combination 
into composite forms, it is necessary that a great and complex variety 
of images be available.

“ Transmitting images in colour and form upon the second plane 
may be likened to writing with a phonetic alphabet, but transmitting 
ideas upon the fourth plane may be likened to writing with an ideo- 
graphic alphabet such as the Chinese use, where each idea has a 
corresponding symbol, and unless that symbol be known, cannot be 
written. Thus a Chinese scholar needs to know a very large number 
of picture-signs if he is to express himself freely.

“ Now the average uncultured mind that lends itself for the trans- 
mission of messages from one plane to another has but few ideo- 
graphs, and these only relate to the happenings of everyday life, 
therefore only very simple messages can be sent through him, but a 
mind of greater culture and calibre can transmit profounder concepts.

“ To sum up, the mind has to contain a large and varied assort
ment of ideas, which the communicator causes to combine into new 
concepts ; and it is very rare to find a mind in which there is a large 
assortment of ideas which is sufficiently fluidic to be used in this 
way. A well-stocked mind tends to combine its contents into organized 
complexes, and then the complexes form units which have to be 
stimulated as a whole and can only function according to their nature 
and cannot be recombined to express new ideas. . . . Transmittors 
cannot transcend the mental content of the medium ; only those 
ideas already in the mind can be used, but they can and do recombine 
them into new patterns.” I am, y0Urs faithfully,

DION FORTUNE.
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REINCARNATION IN POETRY.
To the E ditor o f  the Occult R eview .

Sir,—I am one of the many readers who derived pleasure and 
profit from Miss Eva Martin’s delightful little paper on “ Reincamation 
in English Poetry.”

All anthologies, however, have their omissions, and I missed from 
Miss Martin’s sheaf of welcome quotations Dante Gabriel Rossetti’s 
“Sudden Light,” a short but striking poem which certainly suggests 
at least an intuitional belief in Reincarnation. I subjoin the first 
and last stanzas :

" I have been here before,
But when or how I cannot teil ;
I know the grass beyond the door,

The sweet keen smell,
The sighing sound, the lights around the shore.

“ Has this been thus before ?
And shall not thus time’s eddying flight
Still with our lives our love restore 

In death’s despite.
And day and night yield one delight once more ? ”

I am, dear sir,
Faithfully yours,

G. M. H.

A WORLD SPEECH.
T o the Editor o f  the Occult Review .

Sir,—In the notice concerning our Review, language, and Associa
tion, in your “ Periodical Literature ” department recently, we find 
that the Statements and appreciations are not so exact as one could 
wish in view of the high standing of your magazine. In fact, M onario  
as world speech and Uni-language is not dissociated from the “ eclectic 
uniculture ” which forms the chief characteristic of the eclectic 
movement and Association ” ; but its aim and purpose are not those 
of giving better expression to that which is “ ineffable ” in all languages, 
but simply to form an easy, simple and perfect instrument of universal 
communication and comprehension, realizing and actuating the evolu- 
tive synthesis of the Aryan speech in the most rational, practical, and 
universal form. Other aims and possibilities of M onario will be 
easily understood by those who are familiär with the truth expressed 
in the first verse of St. John.

We shall be obliged if you will publish this letter.
Yours sincerely,

ALDO LAVIGNINI.
Postkasello 331, Rome. Unilingua Federation.
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MYSTICISM AND OCCULTISM.

T o  the E d itor o f  the Occult Review.

Sir ,—May I reply briefly to Mr. Loftus Hare’s letter in your
last issue ?

The point of Mr. Stewart’s most illuminating article was that 
there is only one path to perfection, which is the mystic path, and 
that the assertion that there is a separate occult path is a fallacy 
invented by the pseudo-occultists.

Mr. Hare has missed this point, ignored Mr. Stewart’s logical con- 
clusions, and reasserted the old fallacy, thus placing himself in line 
with the pseudo-occultists !

Mr. Hare’s other remarks about psychism are purely irrelevant, 
and would appear to have been introduced to draw attention to his 
own theories.

It seems a pity that “ intellectuals ” so often quibble over the 
definition of words, instead of realizing the concept behind them. 
They are so fond of analysing everything that they would (meta- 
phorically) dissect a butterfly, in order to analyse its component 
parts, before admitting any of its beauty, being generally unable 
to visualize the perfection of the whole.

As in the myth of Lohengrin, they drive away intuition by question- 
ing its name!

Let their reason become winged, instead of being chained by the 
fetters of intellect; for true wisdom is only attained through intuition, 
after intellect is transcended.

Yours truly,
M. B.
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THE current issue of Psyche is lightened and enlightened by another 
contribution from Dr. F. G. Crookshank—to whom we have referred 
previously—and it is like that breath of a life-giving spirit passing 
over dry bones in the old symbolism. The subject is Spiritual Heal- 
ing considered “ in the light of Modern Medicine,” and something 
more than his normal measures of caustic wit and word-play are 
brought to bear upon it. We should leave the thesis in  vacuo if we 
sought to summarize, but its leading points may be brought together 
practically in his own terms by drawing from there and here, with- 
out reference to their place in the text. It is to be understood, in 
the first place and generally, that “ the rational foundations of Science 
are far less solid ” in Dr. Crookshank’s view than Science cares for it 
to be known, and that it affords “ a viewing screen on which we may 
see as through a glass darkly the distorted shadow of reality.” On 
this basis he protests against attempts to reject testimony conceming 
“ stränge occurrences ” merely because they are “ thought incom- 
patible with what we call Science.” Spiritual Healing, as it is termed, 
belongs to this category, and it is customary to admit that it may 
accomplish something—by Suggestion and so forth—in functional 
diseases but nothing in those that are organic. As to this, Dr. Crook- 
shank says that “ we are doing little eise save juggle with verbal 
Symbols.” In all frankness, the autonomy in question has been in- 
vented “ that we might say that organic disease is what we say we 
eure, but don’t, while functional disease is what the quacks eure and 
we wish to goodness we could.” Personally he is “ prepared and 
willing to consider any sober account, supported by evidence, that 
suggests the eure of what we call organic disease by what we call 
spiritual methods ” ; and this because “ there is no known reason 
why the eure of organic disease, however defined, should not follow 
the exercise of faith and prayer ”—also however defined. There is 
nothing more ridiculous than “ the alleged distinction between func
tional and organic disease . . ., unless it be that between physical 
and psychical therapeutics.” He is of opinion that, “ on the evidence, 
there seem to be cases of genuine eure ” ascribed to Spiritual Healing, 
and he agrees with the late Dr. Rivers that the scope of psychotherapy 
is “ coterminous with the whole ränge of disease, though never to the 
exclusion of what we call physical remedies.” Finally, the doctor s 
real business is that which is often overlooked, namely, “ the rationali- 
zation of the natural and instinctive practice of healing for the benefit 
of the Community in general,” from which it follows that he has no 
title to Claim “ the business of healing ” as his especial privilege. It 
is exercised by all living creatures for their personal benefit; and
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although more or less denied or lost by the higher forms of life, the 
instinctive capacity may be and often is released by the conscious 
exercise of human will.

The Journal of the American Society for Psychical Research has 
for once no reference to the wonders of Margery and her mediumship. 
Mr. J. Malcolm Bird takes us back to the Moss case of fraudulent 
psychic photography, while Mr. Harry Price presents an elaborate 
record of “  brilliant phenomena in the home of the Schneiders,” belong- 
ing to the autumn of last year. Mr. Bird raises critical questions 
regarding persons and things which lie beyond our province and must 
be left to those who are concemed; but his fellow-research officer 
teils an amazing story of occurrences not only beheld with his own 
eyes but committed into his own Charge, to safeguard— if he could— 
against all false seeming and tricks of the trade in psychics. There 
were two seances held on successive days, the medium in each case 
being outside the cabinet, which was erected, or rather arranged, by 
Mr. Price himself. It was a pair of curtains stretched before the 
angle formed by two walls. We have spoken of one medium, namely, 
Willy, but it is a psychic family, whence it follows that at the first 
sitting there may be said to have been three mediums present and 
at the second four, Rudi Schneider being isolated from all others in 
a bed, as he was suffering from a wound in thedeg and could not walk 
without help. The other psychics formed part of the circle of sitters, 
all linking hands and all visible to one another in a red light. Mr. 
Price, seated next to Willy, had the youth’s “ legs and feet in a vice- 
like grip.” The first seance is regarded as offering “ a special test,” 
and the second as not only (i) “  the best sitting Willy has ever given 
under the same conditions,” but (2) the most interesting in all pro- 
bability that has ever been published, in view of the precautions and 
safeguards. We are impressed on our own part with the fact that 
all mediums were outside the cabinet and that as regards the pheno
mena these occurred from within it : the curtains were moved from 
within ; the hands, in various States of materialization, came forth 
therefrom, performing their business with handkerchief, fan, lamp, 
table and so forth, in more or less full view. This is as much as can 
be said of that which occurred at the seances, though it reads in- 
effectively by comparison with the microscopical care and elaboration 
of the minutes. Mr. Price affirms that not one of the phenomena 
could have been “ produced normally.” with the severe control imposed.

T he T heosophical R eview  dwells on the significance and import- 
ance of the “ Theosophical World-University ” which it is proposed 
to establish with “ three great centres ”— in Europe, at Huizen, North 
Holland ; in Asia, at Adyar ; and at Sydney in Australia. There 
is otherwise an account of Adyar activities in the erection of huts 
and temples for a forthcoming Convention, on apparently a vast scale. 
It is in this Connection that we hear for the first time in the pages 
of this official organ that a Great Teacher is in fact expected, that
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theosophical work of the moment is to prepare his way and make the 
world ready to receive him. It may not be unsignificant that this 
article is written from Adyar, presumably by an English or American 
visitor. In a very different Connection we have been interested by 
an account of Sir George Erskine, a Fifeshire Student of alchemy, 
who died in 1646, and a collection of whose manuscripts is in the 
Library of the Royal College of Physicians, Edinburgh. He was in 
•communication with some occult society at Hess, which is said to 
have sent a certain Dr. Politius— described as a Polonian or Silesian 
— to confer with him, apparently on subjects belonging to the “ Sons 
of Hermes.” The evidence is a communication to the College dated 
in 1707 by Erskine’s grandson, the Earl of Cromartie; and Mr. 
E. Nelson Stewart, writer of the account under notice, suggests that 
the Society in question was that of the Rosy Cross. There are no 
materials for judgment, pending an opportunity to examine the 
Edinburgh MSS., part if not all of which are transcripts of well-known 
alchemical and other occult memorials, including treatises relative to 
Rosicrucian rules. The last may prove important, or they also may 
be drawn from printed books— e.g., the T hemis A urea of Michael 
Maier. Evidently the collection may reward examination.

It is to be expected that T he Herald of the Star should offer 
from month to month very stränge reading for the outside world. 
In the last issue before us— belated as usual— Lady Emily Lutyens 
describes in pictorial terms the return joumey to Adyar of Mrs. Besant 
and her party, via Paris, Rome, Naples, Colombo and Madras, the 
last stages being compared to “  a royal progress.” We learn also 
that a new departure at Headquarters is a daily Service in the large 
hall, “ when the prayers of each great faith are said or sung in turn.” 
This is followed by the celebration of Mass according to the ritual 
of the “  Liberal Catholic Church,” which administers the Sacrament 
not only to its own members but to “ Hindus, Buddhists, Parsees, 
Musiems, or Christians of other denominations.” So is liberalism 
■ exemplified typically ; but it must be confessed that, for ourselves, 
we have been “ intrigued ” more especially by the further news that 
Mr. Krishnamurti, the " vehicle ”  of the coming Lord, was initiated 
recently into “ the Secrets and Mysteries of Ancient Free Masonry,” 
as these are administered by the Co-Masonic Rite. There are 
“ editorial notes ” from his pen on the death of his brother, in Con
nection with which he observes : “ Anyway I believe in life after 
death,” quoting from Shelley’s A donais. There are other memorials, 
including an appreciation by Mr. G. S. Arundale, who— according 
to the L ibrary Critic of Washington— affirmed in the November 
T heosophist that the late Mr. Nityananda was destined to be “ recog- 
nized throughout the world as one of its greatest statesman-leaders.”

T he Canadian T heosophist publishes “ the British Protest ” 
against the proposed incorporation of the Society at large through 
its various national sections in the Adyar “ world religion,” under-
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1" ' raJJy aSr the ^beral Catholic Church. It appears, however 
that the English Council has decided on such incorporation with one 
dissenücnt and one abstaining vote. We have reported previously 
that the Canadian branch rejected the proposal in the person of its 
own Council, and the official organ must be called militantly hostile. 
lt  denounces an alleged “ campaign of advertising in which Press 
agents and Publicity experts have undertaken to ‘ put over ’ a sub- 
sidized Messiah after the approved methods of the prima donna or 
t e movie star. In our personal detachment, and speaking within 
the limits of our knowledge, this seems to be unjust. The Star 
Congress at Ommen was a Star Congress and not a publicity job: 
it was reported, so far as we are aware, only in Star organs and sub- 
sequently in the Adyar T heosophist, being apparently tabooed by 
most of the branch periodicals. When Mrs. Besant lectured in 
London she was very sparing about the new Avatar, but the truth 
is that the Ommen revelation was its own world-advertisement, 
independently of press-agents and publicity experts. . . . Such 
other theosophical periodicals as have reached us, bearing dates in 
the present year, may deserve to be called eloquent in their continued 
policy of silence. The Chicago Messenger represents the Society in 
America, and it öfters at this late day two brief excerpts from Ommen 
reports, not on the Lord or his vehicle, not on the new apostolate, 
but some words of Mr. G. S. Arundale on the “ world-university ” andof 
his daughter on her position as an Arhat. Theosophy in Australia 
abridges one of Mrs. Besant’s London lectures, a significant fact, as 
it happens to have been on “ world conditions ” and whether they 
shall be changed by force or reason, and there is only one very general 
allusion to the idea, as an idea only, of a possible world religion. 
Elsewhere the Liberal Catholic Church and the Co-Masonic Movement 
are bracketed with an Educational Trust as “ channels suitable to 
varying types and temperaments,” whence needed to increase the 
Society s scope. The Theosophical Order of Service is represented by 
a monthly magazine which is called Service, and it proposes to link 
up 40,000 theosophists by means of its own Organization rather than 
by a new religion. T he Beacon reprints largely from old periodicals 
of the movement, after the manner of T heosophy in Los Angeles, 
and it is probably an independent venture : at least it ignores Adyar, 
with all its ways and dealings. Independent in every respect is the 
T heosophical Quarterly of New York, representing a Theosophical 
Society which Claims to be or to derive from the original, as founded 
by H. P. B. in 1875. It is more especially that of America and pro- 
claimed its titles of freedom in 1895 at Boston. This, it seems, was 
respecting govemment and administration ” : it extends otherwise 
patemal good will to societies using the distinctive name and to all 
their members. It has celebrated its fiftieth anniversary, in Con
nection with which there is an imaginary dialogue between a Student 
and Historian, which pours scom on Mrs. Besant and her pseudo- 
Theosophy, on the Star in the East and on the Ommen revelations.
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The Silent V oice. Third Series. London : Bell and Sons, Ltd. 
Price 2s. net.

T his little book is the third of a series from the same inspirational source. 
To enter into it  w ith  understanding the reader m ust be fam iliär w ith 
the idea of the “  Cosmic Christ,”  the “  Christ in Y o u ,”  which is so different 
from the hard and narrow conceptions o f Calvinism  w hich has blackened 
the past, and is part of the cause of the morbid reactionary "  cults ”  of 
the day.

The life h istory of our Lord m ay be reverently dw elt upon in m edita- 
tion as typical o f the struggles of hum anity, as a whole, “  from the C ave 
to the Stars.”  In  the G reat W ar surely we saw re-enacted the Cruci- 
fixion ! And in the d aily  lives o£ v e ry  m any men and women is there 
not a humble Gethsem ane ?

In a short Preface it  is stated th a t the writer, through whose hand 
these “  Teachings ”  are given, is “  not well read in the literature of m ystic- 
ism nor versed in esoteric interpretations of sacred h istory.”  T h ey  were 
received during Prayer, and are offered to the reading public in the hope 
that— in the author's words— “  to some, a t least, th ey  m ay bring the 
illumination th a t comes w ith  the intuitive recognition of new aspects of 
truth.”  E d i t h  K .  H a r p e r .

More Guidance from Beyond. Given through K. Wingfield. 
London : Philip Allan & Co., Ltd., Quality Court. Price 5s. net.

S i r  E d w a r d  M a r s h a l l  H a l l , K .C ., in his Preface to Miss K . W ingfield’s 
first book of Guidance from Beyond, which appeared some few  years ago, 
frankly wrote :

"  I can only hope and pray th at the com fort and happiness I have 
derived from  this belief m ay be shared b y  some of those who read these 
wonderful teachings, conveyed to us from  the Beyond through the mar- 
vellous gift possessed b y  Miss W ingfield.”

This new volume, now under review, contains a further series of 
inspirational messages received b y  Miss W ingfield from her spirit "  Guides,” 
and th ey vib rate to the same high note which characterized the earlier 
Communications. P art Tw o of this work consists of a selection of m es
sages from a certain “  E m est,”  giving “  Advice and Consolation for the 
E arth ly  L ife ,”  from  the wider but no less sym pathetic Outlook of one 
who has passed beyond the scene of its struggles and sorrows.

In P art Three, the spirit of an ancient monk, named Sebastian, dis- 
courses through Miss W ingfield’s hand on m any memories of the past, 
giving brief but viv id  pictures of the cruel hardships endured b y  the H oly  
Brethren in the wanton despoiling of the monasteries.

‘ 1 j  pray you may find peace,” says Sebastian, and comfort in the words 
of one who loves you well and would fain be a light to lighten your darkness, 
not with a light of his own, but with the Master’s beacon in his hand.”

W ith  these delectable words, this brief notice of a charming little w ork 
m ay well be brought to a close. E d i t h  K . H a r p e r .
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T he Seven Secrets. B y John MacArthur. Pp. 79. London: 

Rider & Co. Price is. 6d. net.

This little  volum e constitutes N um ber X V I  in the publishere' " Mind and 
B o d y  H andbooks ” series. I t  deals in an em inently sane and practical 
w a y  w ith  the L aw s of R igh t Thin kin g as applied in everyday lile. These 
L aw s hold th e k e y  o f seven secrets— the secrets of Power, Health, Har- 
m ony, Success, P rosperity, Y o u th , and Happiness. The author has 
w ritten  w ith  a sty le  w hich is d irect and lucid, and his calm serenity should 
go  a  long w a y  to  com m end his teaching to  his readers. The impression 
given b y  this book is th a t the author knows, from personal experience, 
w h at he is ta lkin g about. T h a t impression is the preliminary stage in 
th e convincing of the reader. W e can, w ithout reserve, commend this 
delightful and stim ulating little  w ork to  the notice of all readers of the 
O c c u l t  R e v i e w . J o h n  N o r th .

T he Non-Rational Character of Faith. By the Rev. E. E. 
Thomas, M.A., D.Litt. Pp. 118. London: Longmans, Green 
& Co. Price 6s. net.

T h i s  essay is an attem p t on the p a rt o f the author to find an answer to 
som e fundam ental questions concem ing the relations between reason and 
religion. H e contends th a t signs are not wanting that the high Claims 
o f reason upon the atten tion  of thinking men are soon to be seriously 
challenged, and Dr. Thom as is exp ectan t th a t pure rationalism will fail 
to  ju stify  her right to  be unquestioningly accepted. I f  so, are religionists 
right, or even wdse, to seek a rational basis for their Claims and asser- 
tions ? T h a t being his thesis, he is m ainly concem ed with demonstrating 
the unreliability of reason, and readers w ill differ in their opinions as to 
w hether or no he m akes his case clear. W e m ust be careful not to identify 
the reason w ith  the in te lle c t; and certain ly religion depends for its 
dem onstration upon som ething n ot other, b u t more, than intellect. If the 
reason be a  higher fa cu lty  than mere intellectualism , combining in its 
exercise both the em otions and the voluntas, obviously its proper and only 
adequate sphere is th at which religion supplies. On the other hand, if 
reason be a function of the intellect alone, the author’s contention holds 
good, and God w ill be identified as the perfection of the Good, the True, 
and the B eautifu l. This identification cannot be maintained if the 
rational principles underlying the search for goodness, truth and beauty 
have on ly  a secondary religious significance.

D r. Thom as writes w ith  real philosophic insight, and with a style that 
m akes his book easy of understanding. J o h n  N o r t h .

L o v e  a n d  D e a t h . A Narrative of Fact, with a Foreword by Sir 
Oliver Lodge. Crown 8vo., pp. 159. London: Hodder &
Stoughton, Ltd. Price 3s. 6d. net.

T o  the G reat W ar has been attributed m uch which by m any “  in the 
piping days of peace ”  would have been accounted too abstruse to coun- 
tenance. A s an exam ple of this, books deahng w ith  survival after death 
form a  good instance. Since 1914 a profusion o f literature has Sprung up 
which even b y  the sceptic cannot be ligh tly  w aved aside. I t  was perhaps 
Sir O liver L odge’s Raymond which played the röle of pioneer, and since
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that time books of all shades kave voiced the possibility and truth that 
those who " die ” still live.

In Love and Death the appeal does not so much lie in the story as in 
the telling. There is a peculiar charm of style which makes one want to 
believe in this mother’s tale— however incredulous one may be—of how 
she found her husband and son after they had been taken from her. Her 
simple narrative rings true. It is not so much the aim of such writers 
to make spiritualistic converts as to stress the belief in and reality of 
survival. The virtue of this little book lies in this latter view-point. Here 
is no unrestrained effusion, but a sincere and unpretentious account of 
how this sorrowing woman was led by a concatenation of circumstances 
to the irrefutable confirmation of her wildest hopes. It is patent that a 
wider belief in survival would bring in its train a lamp of hope and in- 
spiration to the betterment of humanity. To quote from the foreword:

" A powerful and vivid conviction of the continuity of existence and the 
reality of the spiritual world will dawn upon mankind in general, and will help 
them to face their destiny, whatever it may be, with a brave and unrepining 
confidence.”

For those who grieve, or cannot accept the neamess of the spiritual 
worlds, this book voices a direct and consoling message.

J o h n  E a r l e .

T he Quickening W ord. By Margaret E. Reed. Pp. 214. 
Boston : The Christopher Publishing House. Price $2.

T h e r e  is little  to  distinguish this anthology of thoughts and Sentiments 
from a  hundred other similar volum es. The author has drawn upon a 
wide circle of writers representative of m any and varying shades of opinion, 
both religious and p olitical. B y  this process of Collection and Classification 
she aspires to do som ething to  promote the reign of peace and goodwill 
on the earth. H er book provides food for m editation and pious reflection 
day b y  day, and there is certainly some continuity of thought linking 
together the readings on successive days ; but beyond that there is little 
reason to  recommend this book before m any another anthology of a like 
aim  and m ethod. John North.

A Great Mystery  of I nheritance. By Constance M. Symonds. 
Pp. 30. London: Bums, Oates & Washbourne, Ltd. 2s. net.

Miss S y m o n d s  deals in this book from the'Roman Catholic point of view 
with some elementary facts of biology. She sets these facts against the 
background of a belief in the incarnation of the Son of God. Her book is 
written with singulär charm and a beautiful reverence; and even if aU 
her hypotheses and interpretations may not convince the reader, yet it is 
encouraging to find a book in which the hon of Science is made to he 
down so meekly and amicably with the lamb of Religion.

J o h n  N o r t h .

T he Coming of the W orld T eacher. By Annie Besant, D.L. 
23 pp. London: The Theosophical Publishing House, Ltd.
Price 6d.

T h is  is the verbatim report of a lecture delivered at the Queen’s Hall 
on November 1, 1925, and makes particularly interesting reading at this
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m om ent w ken m any are exp ectan tly  aw aiting the overshadowing of the 
youn g man, K rishnam urti. W ith  deep insight Mrs. Besant traces the 
great Teachers who have served their age, from  the time of Vyäsa ud 
to  the Christ.

I t  is the belief of Mrs. B esant th a t the tim e is now ripe for the appear- 
ance of another Teacher, w ho w ill guide the peoples of the world ; and 
w hilst no few  w ill pray  for the hastening of His Corning, the world at 
large w ill no doubt regard H is adven t w ith  its custom ary scepticism.

John E arle.

T he V ein in the Marble. By Stephen Tennant and Pamela Grey.
London : Philip Allan & Co. Price 12s. 6d. net.

T h e  Publisher’s N ote gives us b u t m eagre Information as to the origin 
of th is interesting book. P erhaps he thought it  best to let the drawings 
stand on their m erits, w ithout a n y  reference to  the artist’s y o u th ; but 
it  seems to be generally understood th a t Stephen Tennant’s span of life 
even now covers b u t eighteen years, and th a t some of these drawings 
date from  the age of fifteen. I t  m a y  a t once be said that they are re- 
m arkable, n ot only technically, b u t on account of their deeply symbolical 
significance. Taken as a whole th e y  express a profundity of thought, a 
serene wisdom, not to be expected from  so young an artist. Lady Grey 
of Fallodon has w ritten  a short Interpretation of each drawing, tersely 
worded, and in some cases both poetical and illum inating. “  The Woman 
who read the F a iry  Tales ”  is sure to  be a general favourite. There she 
Stands quite firm ly in the air, the darkness which is ignorance Splitting 
apart, and leaving visible a delightful Company of “  faery ”  creatures. 
B u t perhaps those which linger longest in the mem ory are “  The Inner 
D aw n ,”  w ith  th a t austere D eath  A ngel clothed in tears as in a garment; 
“  E arth-bound and Spirit-free,”  even though the earth-bound figure is 
too m uch of a “  p retty  girl ”  ty p e  ; “  B eyon d ,”  w ith its really original 
and eflective sym bolism  ; “  L o ve 's  C om pany,”  the description of which 
is perhaps more beautiful than the actual drawing ; “  Sod and Soul,” one 
of the m ost striking in design and com position ; “  The Crooked and the 
Straight ” — O, bow  su b tly  suggestive ! ; “  The Ghost Story,”  no less 
so ; and finally, "  The G ates,”  into w hich it  seems no exaggeration to 
say  th a t the essence of the experience of m any former lives must have 
been compressed. If  one m a y venture to express a hope, it is that Mr. 
T en nan t’s future work w ill develop along these lines, and that the element 
of the ”  M acabre ” — in evitab ly  rem iniscent of A ubrey Beardsley— which 
creeps in a t times, w ill be gradually elim inated. Mr. Tennant has no 
need to borrow from a n y  other artist, past or p rese n t; his true source 
of inspiration is w ithin himself. E v a  M a r t i n .

R a m b l e s  in  V e d a n t a . B y  B . R . R a ja m  A iy a r . London : George
Allen & Unwin, Ltd. Pp. xlvi -f- 888. Price 12s. 6d.

T h e  author of this rem arkable book was a young Hindu, who, after a 
brilliant course of E nglish education and a brief enthusiasm for poetry, 
turned to the stu d y and exposition of the Upanishads, the Gitä, etc., and 
died at tw enty-six. The volum e contains its author’s contributions to 
Awakened India (Prabuddha Bhärata), a journal of which he was editor. 
In a w ork on the V edanta recently noticed here, the author declares that



277

“LIGHT.”
A JO U R N A L  O F  S P IR IT U A L  P R O G R E S S  A N D  PSY C H IC A L

R E S E A R C H ,

The Official Journal of Spiritualism with weekly contri- 
butions from all the leading authorities.

Published every Thursday. Price 4-d. Subscription for twelve months, 22s.

“  L I G H T ,”  3 3 -3 6  P a te r n o s te r  R o w , L o n d o n , E .C .4 .

A ll  F r e e m a s o n s  s h o u ld  taK e
Uhc S p e c u la t t v e  /Ifoason

(F o rm e r ly  T h e  C o -M a so n .)

CONTENTS

The new
MASONIC ENCYCLOP/EDIA is

Free to subscribers.
The Four Sons of Aymon.

Which foot bare ? and why ?
The Masonic Evolution of the Soul. 
The Fellow Craft Degree.

Annual Subscription, 8/8  post free. Single Ccpy, 2 /2  post free.

Office: 1 SPRINGFIELD ROAD, N.W.8, and FOWLER’S, LUDGATE 
CIRCUS, E.C.4

T H E  H E R A L D  OF T H E  S T A R
The International Organ of the Older of the Star in the East.

A monthly survey of the idealistic movement of our times: Social, 
Educational, Religious, Humanitarian, etc.

“ The Herald of the Star ’ is conspicuous among Contemporary 
penodicals for its loftiness of tone and the largeness of its outlook.

Price 1 /-  (posted 1/2). Annual subscription 12/- (postage 1 /6  extra). 
U.S.A.— Single copies 25 Cents. Annually 3 dollars 50 cents posted.

Speclmen copy freo  on appllcatlon.

Published at the offlce oj the
HERALD OF THE STAR, 6 Tavistock Square, London, W.C.l

M lliniTrn P ric e  6d . m o n th ly . The only monthly journ al 
M Hl I r n ^evoie^ entirely to the interests of the Corning

THE W R ITER  is a monthly magazine which is devoted solely to the 
interests of the author, journalist, free lance, and anybody who desires to 
write for the Press or magazines. Its aim is to show the literary aspirant 
how to write, what to write, and the all-important point of where to seil 
that which he has written. It gives, month by month, a list of markets, 
British and American, where the writer has a good chance of selling his 
wares ; it also has many articles written by experts dealing with matters 
of craftsmanship and technique, Copyright, and the business side of writing. 
It publishes the experiences of authors both distinguished and unknown, 
and has a Round Table where readers may exchange their views.

THE W RITER is an entirely independent journal. Obtainable from 
all Newsagents and Booksellers, or direct from 33-36 Paternoster Row, 
London, E.C.4.



1

278 THE OCCULT REVIEW
doctrin e to  be incapable of popularization, but Mr. A iyar has triumphantly 
p roved  the contrary. H is book, though exclusively concemed with the 
highest and m ost abstruse truths, is never for a moment obscure or dull. 
T rue, there is a  good sprinkling o f nai'vetes and solecisms, and not a few 
errors o f spelling and construction, pardonable enough in a writer using 
a  foreign language. B u t  on ly  the pedant could be blinded by these to 
th e fa ct th a t Mr. A iy a r  w as a powerful writer, a deep thinker, and a man 
of exceptional sp iritual insight.

M any passages im ply  a Claim of universality and supremacy for the 
V edic doctrine. A s to  its basic and central position, I agree : but fully 
to  establish his Claim th e author needs to prove th at this doctrine is a 
com pendium  of all religions as w ell as a factor of each. For universal 
religion em braces n ot m erely the tru th  common to particular ones, but 
also those peculiar to  each. If Mr. A iy a r ’s rigorously monistic Interpre
tation  of th e Vedanta is adequate, it  lacks this comprehensiveness, inas- 
m uch as it  concedes rea lity  to  nothing short of undifferentiated unity. 
A gain , th a t self-liberation (Moksha) involves nothing less than sheer 
id en tity  w ith  God (A tman) is a staggering postulate, even were it regarded 
as the term  of a graded ascent, w hich does not seem to be the case. We 
hear nothing of th a t "  journey in  God ”  which for other mystical schools 
follows the journey to Hirn. The author’s persistent assumption of the 
A  tmic standpoint, im p licitly  annulling b y  absorption in the Ineffable even 
the boundless realm  of intelligible Being, tends, I feel, rather to narrow 
than  to  deepen and broaden th e average consciousness.

Still, he was— is, rather— a great soul, to whom we should be grateful 
for an inspired and inspiring contribution to  the task of arousing that 
“  sleeping b e a u ty ,”  the sense-involved soul of mankind.

Spiritism : Facts and Frauds. By Simon Augustine Blackmore,
S.J. With an Introduction by the Rt. Rev. Joseph Schrembs, 
D.D. Pp. 535. London : Messrs. Bums, Oates & Washbourne, 
Ltd. Price 15s.

M r . B l a c k m o r e ’s  book contains a good deal o f interesting m atter; but, 
in spite o f this, it  is a m ost irritatin g w ork to read. It is so obvious, 
alm ost from  the beginning, th a t this is n ot an im partial study and that 
th e au th o r’s conclusions have n ot been arrived a t on the basis of the 
facts presented to the reader. The tru th  o f the m atter, of course, is that 
the au th or accepts as beyond question the official utterances of the Latin 
C hurch on th e sub ject and the facts are m arshalled, examined, explained 
(or explained aw ay) in Order to dem onstrate the va lid ity  of these utter
ances. Such a m ethod of procedure is scientifically valueless and serves 
on ly  as an exam ple o f the perversity  o f the hum an mind.

Mr. B lackm ore regards m an y o f these phenomena— perhaps, indeed, 
the m a jo rity  o f them — as being the result o f deliberate fraud. In this, 
no doubt, he is c o rr e c t; b u t he quotes authorities in support of this view 
who w ould be th e last to  subscribe to  th e whole o f his thesis.

The genuine phenomena are, according to the author, the product 
o f the a c t iv ity  o f non-human spirits o f an evil nature— devils, in short. 
I t  is am using to note, on the one hand, how anxious he is to emphasize 
the fa ct th a t the various Communications, received ex hypothesi from the

C h a r l e s  W h i t b y .
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realm  o f spirits, a t  sp iritu alistic  seances, cannot be relied on, and on the 
oth er hand, how  w illin g he is to  credit these utterances when they are 
o f  a d iabolic character. There is a good deal of argument also, based 
on  p u rely  a priori (and therefore scientifically worthless) grounds, to 
p rove th e im possib ility  o f th e spirits of the departed communicating 
w ith  th e  in h ab itan ts o f th is w orld .

T ru th , I  fear, w ill n ever be gained b y  Mr. Blackm ore’s method, but 
o n ly  b y  adherence to  th a t  excellen t m axim  of good old John Locke: 
"  W e should kecp a perfect indifferency for all opinions, not wish any of 
them  true, or tr y  to  m ake them  appear so ; but, being indifferent, receive 
and  em brace them  according as evidence, and th at alone, gives the 
a ttestatio n  o f tr u th .”  H. S. R edgrove.

Meditations on Various Aspects of the Spiritual Life. By 
Sadhu Sundar Singh. Pp. xii +  78. London: Macmillan & 
Co., Ltd. Price 2s. 6d. net.

T h e  title  o f th is little  book ex a ctly  describes’ its contents, and the author 
disarm s criticism  when he suggests in his Preface : “  All may not agree 
w ith  m y view s on some of the questions dealt w ith .”  For all that, it 
is a  book w hich every  seeker a fter tru th  w ill do well to read and ponder. 
T h e Sadhu has a g ift  for sayin g arresting things. On the deepest things 
o f God he is able to throw  m uch suggestive l ig h t ; and his view of the 
C hristian religion is certain ly  coloured b y  his Oriental Outlook. Beyond 
th a t we can h ard ly  presum e to  criticize so intim ate a  volume, packed 
as it  is w ith  the riches o f a good m an ’s spiritual experiences and intellectual 
ponderings. T he Bishop of London has w ritten a Foreword.

J o h n  N o r t h .

Quabalism. B y Henry B. Pullen-Burry. Chicago : The Yogi Pub
lishing Society. Price $5.

T h i s  is a m ost fascinaring volum e on a subject o f never-failing interest and 
endless scope for discussion, as befits an esoteric w'ork from which we 
etym o lo gically  derive the E nglish  w ord “  to  q uibble.”

Mr. P ullen-B urry is a man of great insight who valiantly strives to 
conn ect the hidden wisdom  of the H ebrew  initiates with its Druidic, 
P eruvian, E gyp tia n  and Indian exponents. He shows in a fine plate 
th e Jewish T ree o f L ife  (the H ebrew  E itz Chayyim) as applied to 
th e  Jium an being, and follows this up b y  other rare diagrams which 
disclose the same m eaning in “  the D ichotom y of the Yggdrasil 
(the great D ruidic W orld-Tree), and “  the Caduceus of Hermes.’ ’ My 
one regret is th a t he has n ot added others, to reveal the Indian diagram 
o f man w ith  the K un dalin i centres, the Brahm in man, the idea of man 
in  the sistrum  of Isis, the dragon-fire o f  China, the Taoist man, and the 
man of the R evelation  o f St. John or the Thousand-Petalled Lotus of the 
B uddh ist. A ll these are identical.

A lthough I do n ot en tirely agree w ith the w riter’s views on Jewish 
questions, I applaud his erudition, his wide ränge of knowledge and secret 
wisdom . I am  pleased th a t he a ttacks the general Rabbinic conception 
o f the D ivine Name, Shaddai ; for, powerful as it  is, i t  was originally 
fem inine even as the Islam ic A llah. The earliest mother-system of
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religion grad u ally  becam e subjugated, obscured and oppressed and is 
to -d a y  n eglected  in  th e W est.

1t  w as a jo y  to  read Mr. P u llen -B u rry ’s work and to come again in 
co n tact w ith  th e sym bolism  of the H erm etic serpents, the angelical ordere, 
from  Sandalphon who Stands on the heights of Bethel, to the vasty Meta- 
tron , th e Sar-ha-Panim  or Prince o f the Face, who ministers at the zenith 
o f the universes accordin g to  our old Jewish lore. Oddly enough, a 
B rahm in once to ld  me th a t  th e y  have a spirit Mahalatron or Prince of 
the Presence. H is Sym bol is under the Brahm anic Word of Creation, 
ty p ify in g  th e calling forth  o f the world b y  th at Spirit which moved 
o ver th e face o f th e w aters. R e g i n a  M ir ia m  B loch .

T h e  M u s ic  o f  I n d i a . B y Atiya Begum Fyzee Rahamin. London : 
Luzac and Co. Price 12s. 6d.

T h is  book is the first one in w hich I have seen Indian music properly ex- 
pounded, and its deep o ccu lt m eanings clearly elucidated to the Western 
m ind. L ik e  a ll E astern  m usic, Indian harmonies are not only regarded 
as em otional pleasures, b u t as a liv in g  force, a veritable K ey to the Mys- 
teries. T h u s w as the original Tem ple m usic of the Hebrews with its 
psalm odic “  Songs of D egrees ”  and its larger musical scale. The Gregorian 
m elodies contain  echoes o f the real significance of music, but in India 
it  is y e t  to be found alive, p layed on the vina, an instrument said to date 
from  before th e Flood and still as fresh and deathless as when Radha, 
th e shepherdess, sang her im m ortal song to her divine lover Krishna.

I h a ve  sought long and va in ly  for a book like the Begum Sahibä’s now 
under discussion, and now a t last I find the Rägas and Räginis or male 
and fem ale tunes, w ith  their eight P uträs or sons and their eight Bharyas 
(wives), conclusively  expounded. There are some excellent illustrations 
in th e book, and it  receives its perfect conclusion in an appendix by Sri 
Jessräjsinghji Seesodia o f U daipur, who adds some valuable comments 
on the fa ct th a t “  in p layin g or singing the Räga-Räginis, particular atten
tion  m ust be paid to  tim e ; th a t is, in reference to special days, hours, 
m onths, seasons, e tc .”  R e g i n a  M ir ia m  B l o c h .

L a  R e v o l u t io n  C h im iq u e  e t  l a  T r a n s m u t a t io n  d e s  Metaux. 
Par F. Jolivet Castelot. P aris: Charcornac Freres. Price 
io  francs.

A l c h e m y  and its m arvels have ever fascinated the curious and enraged 
the scep tic w ho scoffs a t all things. I h ave ever been attracted by the 
great herm etic secret, th a t “  P earl o f G reat Price ”  as old Edward Kelly 
called it.

M. Jo livet Castelot, the intrepid and well-known president of the 
Societe A Ichimique de France and directeur o f the French Rosicrucians, 
details his experim ents and gives the form ula on p. 13 o f this remarkable 
book, for a transm utation  of “  l ’argent chim ique pur fourni par la maison 
M erck de D arm stadt ”  and a va rie ty  o f other Chemicals into a substance 
w hich upon analysis yielded "  traces d ’or, des quantites appreciables d or. 
M oreover the analysis o f this substance was conducted independently by 
experts w ho were to ta lly  unaware o f the experim ents of M. Castelot and 
knew nothing o f his a ttitu d e  tow ards Science which, as an occultist, natur- 
a lly  differs from  th a t of, say, W . R am say. O ther enlightened inquirers
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into  a lchem y also contribute their experiences to this volume, which so 
sta rtlin g ly  reveals w orlds w ithin  worlds and wheels within wheels.

R eg in a  M iriam Bloch.

Les Lärmes du Cobra, Traduites et Illustr^es. Par Andree 
Karpeles. Paris : Lditions Bossard. Price 9 fr. 50.

T h i s  delightfu l addition  to the valuable Editions Bossard bears the 
arrestin g sub -title  o f  Ldgendes de Lanka. T hey are re-told by Enid 
K uran aratn e, an in tellectu al school-teacher o f Ceylon, and one remembers 
im m ed iately  th a t  i t  w as in  th e great forests o f Lanka that Seeta, the 
im m ortal heroine o f the Ramayana, roamed. Seeta was the wife of Rama 
and I h ave even heard i t  affirm ed th a t the first Rameses of Egypt copied 
his nam e from  th is ea rly  Indian hero and named his bride Seeta in honour 
o f the great epic. E ven  the scan tiest stu d y  w ill convince the most casual 
reader o f th e  h o a ry  a n tiq u ity  o f L an ka.

A s behoves such an old race, the m yths begin with fables of the ser- 
pent, for the serpent w as p art and parcel o f the first mysteries of mother- 
w orship, and o n ly  becam e ev il when a m ale god triumphed in the populär 
m ind. Besides “  L es L ärm es du C ob ra,”  there are other chapters devoted 
to  folk-tradition s concerning "  Les Serpents,”  and “ La Vipere et le 
C o b ra .”

T h e n arrator o f the m yths has n atu rally  relied on oral traditions, but 
th eir su b ject m atter as w ell as their form prove their age. We read of 
"  fa iry-gold  ”  tu m in g  into cinders when occult behests were transgressed, 
o f potters, birds and precious stones, w hilst m any are legends of animals, 
a them e beloved b y  the w orld ’s first raconteurs ran ging from the inceptors 
o f th e A ry an  Bytal Pucheesee to the fam ous fables of Tisop. “ Les Lärmes 
du C o b ra ,"  in short, is a charm ing volum e.

R e g i n a  M ir i a m  B l o c h .

The Little Blue Books. Comprising The Great Pyramid, Yoga 
Philosophy, Death and its Problems, Psychical Research, etc. By 
Hereward Carrington, Ph.D. Girard, Kansas : Haldeman-Julius 
Company. Price 10 cents each.

T h e s e  little  volum es form  a  w onderful repertory o f the world s books 
translated into English. T he volum es under review  are all the work of 
H ereward Carrington, P h.D .

In  Yoga Philosophy  he provides a concise and clear account of the 
theory and practice of Y o g a . I t  is inevitable th at in a little book of H 9 
pages th e treatm ent m ust be brief and to the point. Hence, to anyone 
to  whom  Y o g a  was a  new subject, this short exposition might appear too 
cu t and dried. B u t  those w ith  even a slight acquaintance with the 
subject w ill find this little  book of great value as a concise summary. 
Dr. Carrington has found room to deal briefly w ith B od ily  Posture, Breath- 
ing, Chants, Concentration, Cosm ic Consciousness and Secret Energy 
(Kundalini). H e also describes the chakras, though saying little about 
their uses and the m ethods o f awakening their powers.

In  7  he Great Pyram id  he gives an interesting account of the P y r a m id  
of Cheops and the discovery of its secret cham bers b y  the Caliph A l Mamoun 
in the ninth Century a . d . He inclines to the view  held b y  Richard Proctor 
th a t the Grand G allery was constructed for astronom ical purposes.
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In  Death and its Problems D r. Carrington deals brieflv with all the 

m ain aspects o f death, ph ysical and psychic. His conclusion is that 
death need not be regarded w ith  alarm . “  In this or in any other world, 
life is p rob ab ly  continuous and progressive ; and as we have little to fear 
from  th e past or th e present, so we have little  to fear from the future.” 

F o r those w ho wish to  stu d y  these subjects but have not a great deal 
o f tim e a t their disposal, these little  books should be very welcome indeed.

R. B. Ince.

Th e  A m u l e t  o f  T a r v . B y Percy F. Kensett. London : Ed. J. 
Burrow & Co., Ltd. Pp. viii -f- 268 and a Frontispiece. Priceös.
net.

T h e  am ulet is an echinoderm , the possession of which puts a man of 
our Century in tou ch  w ith  a  w arrior-priest of 3,000 years ago. The result- 
in g n arrative is interrupted b y  a desultory chronicle of a Sussex rural 
parish, where the Ander of the am ulet spends rather benevolently the end 
of his p h ysica l life.

A t  first th e reader fears th at, havin g raised the Druid, the author 
w ill n ot know  w h at to  do w ith  him , for Satire is not romance, and his Satire 
is not brillian t. H ow ever, T a rv  rem em bers and viv id ly  relates his quest 
o f his abducted daughter. T h e noblest and basest human qualities vigor- 
ously  exert them selves for our benefit, and Stonehenge becomes more 
excitin g  than  unaided archaeology can m ake it. The appeal of the eternal 
fem inine across the R iv er  of D eath  to  T a rv ’s twentieth-century friend is 
d istin ctly  p retty . Regarded as a maiden effort, The Amulet of Tarv 
shows an uncom m on fa cu lty  for rom ance, and it should interest particularly 
the reader who has a taste for topographical fiction. It  would be pleasant 
if the em inent archaeologist whose firm  publishes the novel were to produce 
a series of w orks im agin atively  presenting the scenes of which fossils are 
little  m ore than th e  tan talizin g vestiges. W . H. C h e s s o n .

M a r t h a  t h e  M e d iu m . By Jessie Champion. London: Herbert 
Jenkins, Ltd. Price 3s. 6d. net.

T h e  dust-cover o f Martha the M edium  describes the story as a humorous 
one and as an am using sk it on Spiritualism .”

W e are n ot o f those who m aintain  th a t serious things ought never to 
be treated  otherwise than  h ea v ily  and solem nly : the history o f too many 
great m ystics disproves that point o f view  ! A nd it  seems, at least, credible 
th a t laughter is one o f the m ysterious rights of human nature, which man 
possesses in  common w ith  God. B u t there is a great gulf fixed between 
ironic com edy and knockabout farce, and M artha’s adventures as a rather 
transparent fraudulent “  medium  and m ind-reader ”  never rise beyond 
the Standard of hum our demanded b y  the more populär Sunday news- 
sheets.

W e m ay say, however, th a t there is little  th a t is positively offensive 
in the n arrative and those who like a broad and shallow form of jesting 
m ay even find i t  m ildly  entertaining. M artha’s husband, Albert— the 
garrulous O ut-of-W ork,”  in whose interests M artha is induced to Start 
her brief career of false pretences— is responsible for the most spirited 
portions o f the dialogue. W e think the author m ight do better work 
than  this. G . m . H.
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from  tbe Hon. Sec. at th e A SSO CIA TIO N ’S H eadquarters—

2 2  C R A V E N  H I L L .  B A Y S W A T E R ,  L O N D O N ,  W .2



I C A N  A N S W E R  Y O U R  Q U E S T I O N S
Calculations for Horoscopes from 7/6; Directions peryear,7/6; Advice on questions 5/. 
Data : TIME, PLACE, DATE, SEX. Let me find your ideal partner by comparing horoscöpei.
R . V A N E , A S T R O L O G E R .  c /o  “ O ccult R eview ,"  Paternoster House, London, E.C.4
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“AQUARIUS,” “R JA“  MEARNS, 272 R«*«.
7 Street, Glasgow, C.3, gives Clairvoyant 

and Astral Readings by sending colour of hair and eyes, month and'dateof birth 
and other items of interest. Send 2/6. Interviews by appointment.

Mk  FIFI 11FR c ia i r v o y a n te , P sy c h o m e tr is t .I f l l i .  O.  r i C L U C I f ,  2 t0  8 S a tu rd a y s  excep ted .
p o st (s e n d  b i r th  d a te  a n d  s t a m p ) ,  f r o m  2 /6 .
29 Fairbridgs Road, Upper Holloway, n sar Highgate Tube, N.19. niounnJje* 4863.

Interviews daily, 
Psychometry by

MAX METCALFE
Readings, 2/6, 5 /- ;  Extended Reading, 10/6. 

Life Reading, £1 ls.

T h e  w ell-k n o w n  Lecturer and Psychic, glve« 
p osta i p sych om etry  from  sm all articles. 
A d v ic e  on H ealth, T alents, etc. 

“ ROTHSEA,” CECIL STREET,
KETTERING, ENGLAND.

T H E R E  IS  A T IM E  FO R ALL THINGS.
Your Stars wdl show when. Calculations from 10s. 6d. Reading free. Send birth time, 
date and place, Sex ESME SWAINSON, Echo Villa, Batheaston, BATH.

PSY C H IC  IVTSS. are specially asked for by Messrs. 
A rthur H. S to c k w ell , L td ., Publishers, 29 Ludgate Hill, London. 
No reading fees. Established 1898. MSS. all kinds also considered.

P l f l l l D P A I  A P  \ T  Your character and talents from your number.
i  l U U n L U L l / U  I  ,  7Vo< A strology. S tate birthday, month, year,

sex, 3s. 6d. Part given to Red Cross fund«. 
S p ir i t u s ,  c/o “ O c c u l t  R e v i e w , ”  Paternoster House, E.C.4.

1VI A  T l  A  M F  I  IR R  A ß lv es  c la irv o y a n t re a d in g s . Appolntments 
iTlni/f&iTiLi L l D I u l  by le t te r  on ly . S end  stam ped  addressed 
en v e lo p e . 7 E a r l ’s  C o u r t  G a rd e n s , L o n d o n , S .W .5 (opposlte Station).

A VISU TO BRIGHTON is incomplete unless you give the
Eminent Phrenologists a call.

Professor and Mrs. J. M ILLO TT SEVERN, 
68 West Street and West Pier. Daily. ------  25 Ytm PracHcal Exr*nmt.

*  JI .. T.r n ff IT I\ is  n ow  b o o k ln g  d ates fo r h ls Interesting andin-
M T  L i W  L H  I L I )  «orm ative L e c tu r c s : l . - T l i e  S tory  on the Hand.* 11 • V i  TT .  vlllly l/  NotaMIIUes Dellneated (Lantern slides). 2.-Hands
an d  H oroscop es. 3.— P la n e ts  a n d  T r a n s its . F ees m od era te . In terview s by appomtm 
G a rd e n  F e te s , e tc ., atten d ed . 6 N E T H E R F O R D  R O A D , C L A P H A M , LO N D O N , a.w .«.

P  S  H E R L B - K A  84 kensal road, London, w.io.
"  “  r \ . I  N a tiv i , ies ca lcu la ted  and readings given oo

b ea lth , m a r r ia ß e , fin a n cia l p ro sp e cts , e tc . A n y  q u e stio n s  a n sw e re d . T im e, aaI*’ 
p lace  o f b ir th  r e q u ir e d . Maps fro m  15/6. F ees p re -p a y a b le . G en uln enes9 ^uara

The “ A f u - R a ” Chapter of T h e  B r o t h e r h o o d  o f  X . i f p '*
has now been formed in London. Public Meetings to be held on Marc 
3rd, ioth, i7th. 24th and 3ist, at 8 p.m., at The Plane Tree, 106 Gt. Kusseu 
Street, W .C .i. A copy of the Constitution and rules and a list of Lesso 
issued on application to H. N i x o n , Hon. Sec., 97 Ledbury Road, Bays-

water, W .11. __

R egu lu s, A stro loger. ^tphTwoTirs'US ent'io/6.'
Time, Date, Place of Birth and Sex required. If married, date of same 
for correction purposes. 93 C o w g a te  S tr e e t ,  N o rw ich .


