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T H E R E  IS N O  R ELIG ION  H IG H E R  T H A N  TRUTH.

[ F a m ily  m o tto  o f  th e  M a h a r a ja h s  o f  B e n a r e s .]

A N C I E N T  M A G IC  I N  M O D E R N  S C IE N C E .

P A U L T H I E R ,  the French Indianist, may, or may not, be taxed 

with too much enthusiasm when saying that India appears 

before him as the grand and primitive focus of human thought, 

whose steady flame has ended by communicating itself to, and 

Setting on fire the whole ancient world*— yet, he is right in hia 

statement. It is Aryan metaphysicsf that have led the mind to 

occult knowledge— the oldest and the mother science of all, sinco 

it contains within itself all the other sciences. A n d  it is occultism—  

the synthesis of all the discoveries in nature and, chiefly, of the 

psychic potency within and beyond every physical atom of matter— ■ 

that has been the primitive bond that has cemented into one cor

ner-stone the foundations of all the religions of antiquity.

The primitive spark has set on fire every nation, truly, and Magic 

Underlies now every national faith, whether old or young. Egypt 

and Chaldea are foremost in the ranks of those countries that furnish 

us with the most evidence upon the subject, helpless as they are to- 

do as India does— to protect their paleographic relics from dese

cration. The turbid waters of the canal of Suez carry along to 

those that wash the British shores, the magic of the earliest days 

of Pharaonic Egypt, to fill up with its crumbled dust the British, 

French, German and Russian museums. Ancient, historical Magio 

is thus reflecting itself upon the scientific records of our own all- 

denying century. It forces the hand and tires the brain of the 

scientist, laughing at his efforts to interpret its meaning in his 

own materialistic way, yet helps the occultist better to understand 

modern Magic, the rickety, weak grandchild of her power-

#  E s s a y .  P r e f a c e  by Colebrooke.
+ It is only through Mr. Barrhplpmy St. Hilaire that the world hn.s learnt that 

“ with regard to metaphysics, the liindu genius has ever remained in a kind of 
in f a n t i l e  u ndcrdev& lopm en tW **
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