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[Family motto of the Maharajahs of Benares.]

T H E  W E S A K  F E S T IV A L  I N  C E Y L O N

A CCO U N TS from all p a rts  of the  Island  sliow th a t the  AVesak 
festival was celebrated  th is  y ear w ith unexam pled en th u si­

asm— in fa6t i t  m ay be said th a t th is is the first timo for somo 
centuries th a t due honour has been done to this g rea t occasion. 
U nlike th e ir  C hristian  b ro thers, who celebrate th e  b irth , death , 
resu rrec tion  and  ascension of thfcir L eader on so m any different days, 
the  B uddh ists  concentrate  all in th is  Full-M oon-day of W esak  on. 
w hich they  com m em orate a t once the  b ir th  of th e ir  L o r d , H is 
a tta in m en t of th e  B uddhahood, and  H is departu re  from  the  world, 
whose m isery H e did so m uch to alleviate, no o ther festival, th ere­
fore, can  approach th is in  im portance, for no other (in this age a t 
least) has so influenced the  destinies of m ankind. B u t for tho 
g lorious events of th a t  day the  vast m ajority  of m ankind would bo 
w hirling  on helplessly and hopelessly iu the  ceaseless' round of 
hum an m isery, of recu rrin g  b irth s and deaths, w ithout any know ­
ledge of th e  only way of escape, or of the  noble fu tu re  whicli lies 
before them  a t the  end of th a t way. Therefore it is th a t B uddhists 
com bine in  th e  joyous celebration of W esak— th a t it is a time when, 
all differences are  forgotten , all quarrels mado up— when scattered, 
m em bers of th e  fam ily m eet to g e th er once more, and  w ith one 
h ea rt and  one soul join in  lay ing  .their puro and lovely flower-* 
offerings on th e  holy shrines of the  G reat Teacher.

Afc th e  H ead -quarters  of the Theosophical Society in Colombo 
the celebration  pf the  festival m ay be said to havo com m enced on 
th e  previous day  (Sunday), for on th a t m orning a  refection  of tea  
and  cakes was provided for the  children of the  B ud d h ist S unday  
School by the  kindness of Bro. N . S. Fernando. (This Sunday  
School, it  may bo m entioned, now contains over one hundred



children, and its num bers are  increasing every week. Having* 
outgrow n the rooms previously used for it, it has now been 
removed to the  Theosophical H all in  M aliban S tree t. I t  is 
impossible to over-estim ate th e  im portance of the  w ork which is 
thus being done for B uddhism , as all the  day-schools and  colleges 
of Colombo are in the hands of Christians.) In  the  afternoon of tho 
same day a party  of leading Theosophists drove over to K ollupitiya, 
w here an address was delivered by Mr. C. W . L eadbeater, and  a  
few words were also spoken by  Bro. W. D ’A brew .

A t nine o’clock the  boys of th e  B uddhist choir began to arrive, 
and  a fte r a final practice and  a h ea rty  tea  the  carolling party  
s ta rte d  from the  H ead-quarters  a t 11-30. I t  consisted of th e  
H ead -q u arter’s staff, some prom inent m em bers of the  Society, and 
tw enty-tw o boys, with a cornet, a  violin, and an harm onium  by 
w ay of accom panim ent to th e  voices. I t  reached  M aligakanda 
exactly  a t m idnight, and was received by th e  H ig h  P rie st in 
person, surrounded by his a tte n d a n t m onks. F irs t  of all the 
P ancha  Sila was solemnly recited , m any of the  enorm ous crowd 
who were p resen t jo ining in w ith  g re a t fervour, im pressed by tho  
scene, as well they m ight be. Before them  was the  b rillian tly  
illum inated V ihare, th rough whose arched doorw ay was visible th e  
a lab aste r figure of our L o r d  ; a t the top of th e  steps stood th e  
g rea te s t p riest of the Southern  C hurch ; a t his fee t were grouped  
in  a semi-circle the w hite-robed choristers, and  in  th e  cen tre  w aved 
th e  glorious flag of B uddha, full in  the flood of lig h t w hich poured  
th ro u g h  the  open door. W ell m igh t th e  h e a rts  of all truo  
B uddhists th rill when they looked upon such a  sigh t, w hen they  
tho u g h t of th e  g rea t events th ey  had  m et to  com m em orate, and 
when they heard  ring ing  ou t in  clear, sweet, childish voices 
upon the still m idnight a ir th e  tim e-honoured form ula of th e ir  
fa ith , u I  take  my refuge in  th e  Lord, th e  Law, th e  O rder.”  As 
soon as the  Pansil was ended, the  boys, two by  two, passed slowly 
and  silently into the  V ihare, bowed reveren tly  before the  im age 
of our L o r d ,  and laid the ir flower-offerings upon th e  s h r in e ; then  
filed out again, re-form ed, and  sang two W esak  carols— one in 
E nglish  and one in Sinhalese. The words of th e  E ng lish  one were 
as  follows :—>

A W E SA K  CAROL.

Hail, day of joy and gladness, the b righ test of the year,
The Queen of all the seasons, of all our feasts m ost dear •,
Ho ! Buddhists, rise from slum ber and greet w ith one accord 
The full-moon-day of W esak, the b irthday  of our Lord.

Chorus.—Then come all ye who love H im ,
W ith us your voices raise,
W hile in the song of trium ph
H is memory we praise.

Never so b righ t a glory shone o’er th e  world as th en -*
Never so fair a  sunrise awoke the sons of men ;
T is  meet to such occasion h igh  honour should be done-*
To-day was born our Leader— Siddartha, M aya’s son.

Chorus.—Then come, &c,

F a ll many a noble teacher hath  risen to help the world,
A nd many a conquering monarch his standards hath  u n fu r le d ;
B u t never such a V ictor, and never such a Sage
A s our g rea t D i i . \ r m a - r a . j a  stands forth  from history’s page.

Chorus.—Then come, &c.
H e was the bravest w arrior who ever drew the sword,
Though never round H is footsteps the blood of foemen poured ;
N ot in an earthly strugg le  H is deeds of m igh t were done,
B u t o’er the powers of evil H is victories were won.

Chorus.—Then come, Ac.
In  m any lands and nations, from R ussia to Ceylon,
From  northern snows to tropics, where’er His law hath  shone,
To-day in countless thousands, w ith  joyous laugh and song,
To offer flowers before H im  H is followers shall throng.

Chorus.—Then come, &c.
A nd ever to H is temples shall press the eager crowd 
To m ake their pure oblations ’m idst w reaths of incense-cloud ;
R icher than  gold or silver, or jewel from the mine,
They lay the sacred lotus upon His stainless shrine.

Chorus.—Then come, &c.
Obey we then  His teachings—H is Five G reat Precepts heed ;
T rue followers of LORD B U D D H A  should from all sin be freed,
A nd in H is E ightfold Pathw ay th e ir footsteps should rem ain,
For only a t its ending N IR V A N A  they attain . .

Chorus.—Then come, &c.

V ery  well the boys sang  th e ir  carols, too ; the labour of tra in in g  
voices unacquain ted  w ith tim e and  tune  (at least as E uropeans 
u n d erstan d  those words) had  necessarily been considerable, b u t it 
was fa r more th an  repaid  by th e  result. The H igh P rie s t appeared  
g rea tly  pleased, and as soon as th e  music was finished he spoke 
ti few earnest and friendly words to the boys. l i e  said th a t 
though  he m ust first of all th an k  th e  Society th a t had b ro u g h t them  
th ere , y e t he no less thanked  th e  boys them selves for co m in g ; he 
to ld  them  th a t  they h ad  indeed done well thus to ce lebra te  th e  
very  first hour of th is  g re a t festival by  laying th e ir offering of 
m usic and  flowers a t  th e  fee t of th e ir  P rince and Saviour, and  he 
tru sted  th a t the blessing of H im  whom they had thus honoured 
would be w ith them  through  life, and  keep alive in them  th e  purity  
of h e a rt and  devotion to th e ir religion symbolized by th e ir  dress 
and  actions on th is occasion. A fte r  a  few words from the  
leaders of th e  party , th an k in g  the  H igh  P riest for his fa therly  
reception, th e  monks p resen t chanted  the  Jayamangnla Gatha, tlie 
boys again— two by two— b en t before th e  H igh P riest for his bene­
diction, and  th e  choir moved on to tho tem ple a t  D em etagoda. 
H ere  and  a t  the  beautiful ICotahena tem ple the proceedings varied 
b u t little  from  those a t M aligakanda, the  most notew orthy even t 
be ing  a  very  com plim entary speech from  th a t brave old cham pion 
of th e  fa ith , th e  silver-tongued M egittuw atte. The choir also v is it­
ed th e  house of th e  P residen t of the  Colombo Theosophical Socie­
ty , M r. D harm a G unaw ardliana M ohandiram , lie not be ing  suffi­
ciently well to a tten d  a t M aligakanda as had been a t first in tended . 
T he n ig h t’s round  term inated  a t th e  house of Mr. Simon P ere ira , 
who very  k ind ly  provided refreshm ents for the, by th is  tim e, 
som ew hat exhausted  party . D ay hav ing  now daw ned, th e  boys 
d ispersed to th e ir  homes for a  few hours’ re s t before ta k in g  p a rt 
in  the tem ple processions of the afternoon.



Tlie elders of the  party , however, a fte r ho isting  the  Lord Bud- 
daha’s flag at the  H ead-quarters, im m ediately s ta rte d  for K elaniya 
in the celebrated Theosophical bullock-cart and  reached  th a t well- 
known shrine soon a fte r n ine o’clock. The road  th ith e r p re ­
sented a  m ost s trik in g  appearance. A ny one acquain ted  w ith th e  
country will hard ly  need to  be told th a t i t  was rain ing , and  
ra in ing  w ith tru ly  tropical vigour (no less th a n  three inches of 
w ater fell on th a t  W esak  day) ; b u t nevertheless every house 
h u n g  out its flag— every tree  was decorated— and  every m an and  
woman was decked out in  g a la  costume. The roads w ere ankle 
deep in the  peculiar red  m ud of th e  country, and  fu rtherm ore 
w ere so crowded w ith vehicles of all sorts th a t  pedestrians had to 
pass most of th e ir  tim e in th e  ditch ; ye t th e re  the  pedestrians 
w ere— thousands of them , women as well as men, stum ping  sturd ily  
a long  w ith the ir offerings on th e ir  heads, evidently  in  th e  h ighest 
of spirits, laughing  and  chattin g  gaily, and le ttin g  th e  rain  spoil 
th e ir  best clothes w ith  a cheerful equanim ity th a t  one could no t 
sufficiently adm ire. They evidently  en tered  into the sp irit of th e  
day, and were fa r too m uch in earnest to  carc about the  w eather, 
villainous is it  w a s ; they  fe lt th a t th e  occasion was so g rea t th a t 
no sacrifice m ust be spared to do it all the  honour in th e ir  power.

T he nearer the  Theosophical p a rty  drew  to  K elaniya, th e  
m ore congested becam e th e  roads, and the slower, consequently* 
was th e ir p ro g re ss ; and  w hen a t last they  reached  th e ir  
destination , they  found tem ple, courts, and platform  alike so densely 
crowded th a t any th ing  like individual progression was simply im ­
possible—they  could only follow the  m ovem ent of th e  th rong . In  
due tim e, though a t some risk  of suffocation, they  w ere in tu rn  
sw ept th rongh  the doors into th e  V ihare, m ade tlie ir  offerings of 
flowers, and were washed out again  by th e  ever-flowing surge of 
hum anity . Some few who recognized them  endeavoured fran tically  
to  clear a way for th e m ; b u t i t  was quite useless— every one alike 
had  to take his chance.

A fte r w atching this ever-changing crowd with g re a t in te rest fo r 
a  couple of hours, the  Theosophical party  left, and  g o t back  to th e  
H ead-quarters ju s t in  tim e to  welcome a  m agnificient procession 
which was on its way from th e  P e tta li to M aligakanda. T hen, 
ju s t a fte r its s ta rt, it  m ade a b rave  show indeed ; bu t, alas ! alm ost 
d irectly  afterw ards down came th e  inevitable deluge, and  it reached 
its  destination somewhat shorn of its  fair proportions. N ot th a t 
any of its  members abandoned i t— everybody was fa r  too en th u si­
astic even to th in k  of such a s t e p ; b u t some of th e  decorations 
and adornm ents inevitably  suffered severely. This, however, d id  
not seem to damp th e  spirits of its m anagers ; fo r w hen th e  Theo­
sophical party  reached M aligakanda an hour la te r, th ey  found it  
exhibiting its various com ponent p arts  w ith g re a t success to an 
excessively crowded audience. The houses and g rounds a t M aliga­
kanda, in fact, were in m uch the  same condition as those a t  
K elaniya, and it  was a work of th e  g rea test difficulty to m ake one’s 
w ay from one point to another. The H igh  P riest, hav ing  also been 
np  all n ight, was somewhat fa tigued , b u t much pleased a t having 
ju s t  received a telegram  from Colonel OJcott- rep o rtin g  th a t the

flag of th e  Lord B uddha had  been hoisted a t sunrise a t the  H e a d ­
q u arte rs  of the  Theosophical Society a t A dyar. In  the  p a r t  of tho 
procession ju s t exh ib iting  itself before him  it was easy to recognize 
some of the  choir-boys of the  previous n ig h t— no longer robed  in 
v irg in  w hite, b u t disguised as ch ildren  of various nations in  all sorts 
of quain t dresses— some of them  looking rem arkab ly  well in  them , 
too. T hus costum ed they  sang  ano ther carol—b u t th is  tim e to a  
native  air, soft, sweet, and  p la in tive. A n o th er procession had  
a rrived  from  Slave Island , and  th is  also included some sing ing- 
boys, b u t in th is case they  were all dressed alike in  sky-blue satin , 
conical ha ts , and p ig tails, to  rep re sen t Chinese ch ild ren .

A fte r some conversation w ith th e  H ig h  P rie st and  o ther friends, 
th e  p a rty  left fo r K otahena, w here they  were once ag a in  m ost 
cordially received by  th e  ever-k indly  P rie s t M agittuw atte . T here  
the  scenes of M aligakanda and  K elan iya  were rep ea ted ; everyw here 
th e  same dense crow d— everyw here th e  same enthusiasm , in  sp ite  
of th e  atrocious w eather : and  le tte rs  from  friends in  o ther p a r ts  
of the  island  rep o rt the  same s ta te  of affairs in  th e ir  various 
d istric ts . I t  is ev ident th a t th e  proclam ation of th e  day as a  
G overnm ent holiday has had  a  m ost rem arkab le  effect upon th e  
feelings of the  people, and it m ay h e rea fte r  be found th a t  th is w as 
one of th e  m ost im portan t steps in  tho  g rea t rev ival of th e  B ud­
d h is t relig ion  now in progress.

C ha rles  W eb ster , F . T. S , '

T H E  D E L U S IO N  OF P O S IT IV IS M .
u In wonder all philosophy began, in wonder it ends.”—Coleridge.

}71 V O L U T IO N  is th e  law  of being . I t  reigns suprem e th ro u g h o u t 
_J  th e  active Kosmos. A  recognition  of th is  p rincip le  in 

politics constitu tes L iberalism — in th e  domain of religion p rac tica l 
Theosophy. In  short, w hether we are  dealing* w ith  th e  case of a  
body politic  or w ith  th e  dogm as of a  S ta te  C hurch, th e  same law  
holds good, viz., th a t an organism  m ust adap t itself to its environ­
m ent or— perish. I t  a false conservatism  th a t  dam ns up th e  
stream  of progress un til it  bu rs ts  its barriers  and  sweeps fo rw ard  
in  a  ru sh  of resistless and destructive  m ight. B e tte r  fa r to open 
th e  sluice-gates betim es and allow the  cu rren t to  g lide in  m azy 
peacefulness th ro u g h  its n a tu ra l channel, th an  to pen it  w ith in  an  
artificial enclosure, which sooner or la te r  m ust yield to th e  g a th e r­
ing  forces behind  and  b ring  destruction  in  its fall.

I t  is th is  false conservatism  which has dealt so fata l a blow to  
religion in  C hristian  E urope— the sp irit of blind opposition to  th e  
la rg e r views resu lting  from th e  g row th  of science, w hich— so fa r  
from  securing  a  perm anence to any  special form of belief— is in  
p lain  term s the  herald , nay even th e  dissem inator, of atheism . Once 
le t religion bolster up w ith h er au th o rity  any assertion  a t  variance  
w ith established facts and requ ire  unhesita ting  alleg iance by  an, 
appeal to th a t " fa ith ,” which, as V oltaire says, “  believes w hat reason



cannot,” and a sure foothold is a t once obtained by the  extrem ists.* 
In  fact we find th a t w herever religion has opposed the  most 
determ ined fron t to science, there  scepticisim  is m ost pow erful 
and m enacing. T ake the cases of F rance  and  I ta ly , w here th e  
dom ination of Rom ish superstition  has endured  for so m any 
centuries. Society in these countries is adm itted ly  honeycom bed 
w ith  m a te ria lism ; indeed in  I ta ly — the cen tre  of th e  P apal influ­
ence—it is said th a t fully half the  population  are  free th inkers ! 
So much for the  claims of th e  C hurch to a censorship of Science.

Religion has then , in g re a t m easure, sown its own crop of 
dragons’ tee th  ; it  is directly  responsible for m uch of th e  w idespread 
pessimism it is now com bating w ith th e  energy  of despair. T here 
are, however, two o ther m ain factors to  be tak en  in to  consideration 
— th e  indifferentism  or m aterialistic  phase of m odern though t, 
and  last, b u t no t least, the  active propagation  of the  soulless 
system s know n as positivism  and  secularism . I t  is on th e  
pu rb lind  policy of these la tte r  p ropaganda th a t  I  wish to lay 
especial stress in the  p resen t paper. No in te lligen t observer 
now -a-days can fail to note th e  extrem e prevalence of sceptical 
views in our la rge  E nglish towns, and the  question  is often asked 
“  W h ith e r are we d riftin g  ?” W h a t will be the  resu lt of atheistic 
opinions when once realized  and assim ilated  by  th e  masses ? 
In  the  words of a well known au tho r,+“ T here  is a pow er in the a ir 
around us by w hich m an’s fa ith  is paralysed . The in te llec t—we 
w ere th ink ing  b u t now—h ad  acquired  a new v igour and  a clearer 
vision ; b u t the  resu lt of this grow th  is w ith  m any to have m ade it 
an incubus........R eligion cannot fail to be changed  by the  neighbour­
hood of irre lig ion ............ believers and  u n be lievers.............are united
by  habits, by blood, and  by friendship , and  they  are  each continually 
obliged to  ignore or excuse w hat they  hold  to be th e  errors of 
th e  other. In  a sta te  of th in g s like th is, it  is plain  th a t the  con­
viction of believers can have ne ith er th e  fierce in tensity  th a t 
belongs to a m inority  under persecution, nor the placid confidence 
th a t  belongs to  an overw helm ing m ajority . T hey  can neither

* There are some notable exceptions, however, now-a-days to be found among our 
Broad Church clergy, many of whom deny equally as obsolete beliefs—the verbal 
inspiration of tho Bible, the Divinity of Jesus and tho dogma of the Atonement. 
The following quotation from that excellent collection of sermons by the 
Rev. H. R. Haweis, entitled “ Thoughts for the Times” well illustrates this liberalism 
b o  essential in religion. “ If you mean by a miracle some extraordinary event
which happens without any adequate causes...... I do not believe in the possibility
of miracle. But if you mean by miracle a certain unusual occurrence which takes 
place without any apparent cause—that is to say you cannot point out the cause
of i t—then I say I think a belief in that kind of miracle a very rational belief......
there has been no age in history when wo do not find well-authenticated accounts 
of alleged miraculous events having taken place. The best men of tho day wero 
unable to explain tho agencies at work. These agencies wero naturally  ̂called
miraculous. Such occurrences were not confined to Christ’s time or to Christ......
miraculous powers were attributed to most great men ; and many a reformer was 
also a thaumaturge.” Alluding to the phenomena of spiritualism he also says with
scathing accuracy...... cc people who are abjectly credulous about what happened 1800
years ago, are as abjectly incredulous about what is said to havo happened yester­
day, although the evidence for yesterday’s event is twice as good as any evidence for 
events 1800 years ago can possibly be.” The whole book is eminently worth a 
perusal. I t should bo entitled “ Occultism in the Pulpit.”—E. D. F.

f  W. H, Mallock " Is Life worth living ?7

ha te  the  unbelievers* for th ey  daily  live in am ity w ith them , nor 
despise a lto g e th er th e ir  ju d g m en t, for th e  m ost em inent th in k ers  
of the  day belong to them ... . — as reg a rd s its hold (faith) on tho 
hum an race it  is fa ith  no longer, b u t is anxious doubt, or a t best a  
despera te  tru s t .” A nd th is— le t it  be rem em bered— is an adm is­
sion w rung  from  one upholding the au th o rity  of th e  Rom an 
Catholic C hurch !

Classifying therefore under the  head  of “ Positivism ” not only th a t 
phantom  Catholicism known as Comtean sacerdotalism — a “ creed” 
which excites the  derision alike of sceptic and believer— b u t all 
those m ilitan t system s w hich e ith e r ignore or deny a G reat F irs t 
Cause and  the  im m ortality  of tho soul, it  rem ains to consider th e ir  
p ractical b earing  on th e  n a tu ra l asp ira tions and happiness of th e  
individual. F o r it  is of course fu tile  to lose sig’h t of the  u n it m an 
in the assum ed in te rest of the  race, if tho hopes, the  instincts, th e  
asp irations of th e  individuals of which the  race is m ade up are to  
be m ocked and  b ligh ted  in  the  contem plation of a philosophy th a t 
converts life into an em pty delusion. A nd y e t w hat else is the  
leg itim ate  outcome of m odern positivism  ? Now w ith reg a rd  to th e  
first point, i t  is not unfrequen tly  asserted  th a t science has d is­
proved th e  existence of a F irs t  Cause. This s ta tem en t is absolutely 
un tenable . T rue, science has shown us tho w orkings of n a tu ra l 
law  w here superstition  once figured to herself an occasional in te r­
position, and  it m ay equally  well be m ain tained  th a t th e  idea of a  
personal be ing  contro lling  th e  universe by his will is likewise dis­
carded  by  m odern philosophy, b u t to ou trun  th is conclusion and to 
excom m unicate S p irit in th e  nam e of M atte r is a postu late  a t once 
absu rd  and  unw arran tab le. A s Prof. H uxley has said, “ the  
m ateria listic  position th a t th ere  is no th ing  in  th e  universe b u t 
m atte r, force and  necessity  is as u tte rly  devoid of foundation as th e  
m ost baseless of the  theological dogm as.” Even the  term  “ m a tte r”  
can only be said to symbolize in  the  vaguest m anner— certain ly  
no t to explain  an  im penetrab le  m ystery . The m ost resolute 
m ateria lis t w hen p ressed  for a  definition of his fe tish  can only 
appeal to the  deliverances of consciousness— can only ju d g e  of tho 
ex ternal w orld by  th e  sensations he receives from  it. N atu re  
indeed  m ust be viewed alike from  a subjective and objective 
stand-point.^ The m etaphysician is the necessary com plem ent 
of the physicist, the  form er dealing  w ith  tho perceiving m ind, 
th e  la tte r  w ith  perceived phenom ena. The observer of N a tu re  
can know  h e r  only th rough  the  m yriads of w ave-like m otions 
th rillin g  around  him —lig h t vibrations, hea t v ibrations, sound 
v ibrations, etc., etc., tran sm itted  in delicate neural trem ors 
to  the  b ra in — ,w hich th e  senses in te rp re t as objects ex isting  
per se, w hereas these la tte r  phenom ena are b u t sub jec tive  
modifications of th e  m ind. To the  question w hether an a b s tra c t 
m a tte r  exists independently  of a perceiving mind, and if so w h a t 
is its u ltim ate  natu re , the  m ateria list is unable to reply. A n d  y e t 
before he is p repared  to do so, i t  were surely m ere folly to  dog­
m atize on th e  secrets of na tu re . H ow ever on this po in t i t  is u n ­
necessary for me to delay. The g rea te s t th inkers of th e  age  have 
unanim ously adm itted  the existenco of a first cause. I t  is only



a n s w e r  t h i s  q u e s t i o n  i n  t l . e  n e g . - i t i v o .  F e w  m d e e d

a p a r t  f r o m  a l l  m e t a S " P  l' ° ™ ’
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illum inate  and purify  our conceptions of th e  g ie a t  M e. .

%  ?  s k w  a s . t e s s A ’— s

,- r r ^ c r r  r t j . : S
th e ir  will, acquiesce m  a belief th a t a t  tn e  nour
th e y  will go down (j

“ To tlie vile earth from whence they sprung .
i i tliof fnr th em  the  universe andw rap t m  an  e te rn a l s le e p ; and  th a t  1

its  loveliness will th en  for ever cease to be. How otten  ^
hours of lonely m editation  musib t l A f  Shellev
th em , so te rrib ly  depicted  m  th e  lines of She y .

“ Tho earth is the mother of all we know,
The earth is the mother of all we tecl.
A nd the  coming of death  is a fearful blow
To a brain unencompassed with nerves of stee ,
When all that we know or feel or see,
Shall pass like an unreal m ystery.

TTow m any too—who reg a rd  a  belief in  a  fu tu re  life as tli0 
noblest aspiration of man, m ust sh rink  ag h ast from  the  cold nega- 
tions of the  ru th less iconoclast who, m  p u rsu it of an em pty <*re

t T e dj t r x 'L i  £  

T u ^ o r l ” \ E » B , y : ” ^ . P ' t J i c L e d  , ,

! i W l  t h i n k e r s ,  t h o s e  w h o  m a y  n o t  h a v e  0 f
G od-idea.”  Thus sa ith  an  oracu lar b io logist a t th a t haven 0 1

unbelief— South  P lace In s titu te , F in sbu ry .

> N o t t u t  t h ,

o l ^ L r o f e Z r n a l  p h e n o m e n a  a n d  d o  n o t  t a k e  i n t o  « ^ n_t

* This attitude is—I am conviiico<l—tbGnecpR^ CQur greafc phy^icista

wouldnot be ̂ were nofcmetaphysical Darwinism a truth. L, .

an y th in g  b u t the  w ak ing  consciousness of m an. M oreover m uch 
of th e  speculation of th e  advanced  m aterialists is purely  ten ta tive . 
E ven  B uchner confesses h is inab ility  to form  any definite opinion 
as to  th e  exact n a tu re  of th e  relation  of m ind an d  m atter, bufc 
a fte r  observing the g rad u a l evolution of m ental pow er in  the  chain 
of o rgan ised  life, only declares th e  survival of consciousness afte r 
d ea th  to be “ apparently” im possible. A gain  th e  e lite  of English 
science are by no m eans au th o rita tiv e  on the  point. P rof. H uxley 
him self has disclaim ed th e  conclusions of M aterialism  and  ex­
p ressed  his belief in a  h ig h e r destiny  for m an. T yndall, whose 
a ttitu d e  on th e  problem  is m ost indecisive and unsatisfacto ry , has 
gone so fa r as to  say “ th e  production  of consciousness b y  m olecu­
la r  m otion is quite  as unpresen tab le  to th e  m en tal vision as the  
production  of m olecular m otion by  consciousness. I f  I  re jec t ono 
resu lt, I  re jec t both. I  however reject neither, and  thus stan d  in  
th e  presence of two Incom prehensibles in stead  of one Incom ­
prehensib le .”  In  ano ther place we find him  reg a rd in g  th e  em er­
gence of consciousness from  in e rt m a tte r as an insoluble m ystery. 
A n d  so i t  will ever rem ain* until W estern  science learns to  
assim ilate th e  teachings of th e  esoteric philosophy of the  E ast and  
adm its th e  doctrine of a  D ual E volution .t  H ow ever th e  cycle lias 
nearly  ru n  its  course, and a fresh  ou tburst of in te rest in  m a tte rs  
psychical is m anifesting  itself th roughou t the  w orld. T he rap id  
m ultip lication of m edium s of la te  years has g iven such an  im petus 
to  th e  “ pernicious heresy” of spiritualism , th a t  before long science 
will be com pelled to recognize the  claims of th is la tte r  to a search ing  
investigation . I t  will be a sore hum iliation w ithout doubt, b u t th e  
end  cannot be fa r off. My purpose here, however, is no t to discuss 
th e  doctrines of m aterialism , b u t to consider th e  ju stice  and  policy 
of th e  active propagation  of th e  soulless system s so loudly p ra ised  
b y  th e  optim ists of the  study. F irs t, w ith re g a rd  to  th e  p rac tica l 
aspect of th is  question, I  hold i t  to be a m ost ru th less— if no t an 
ac tually  crim inal—course of p rocedure to p reach  openly a  gospel of 
annihilation. I t  is, I  m aintain , beyond expression cruel to rob 
m ank ind  of a  belief in  a fu tu re  state in  the in te rests  of a  m ere th e ­
o retical system . T here are thousands still, to  whom th is  belief is 
th e  m ost sacred possession th ey  cherish, and  whose lives, w hen 
once freed  from  th is  “ ancien t superstition ,” are fo rthw ith  s tr ip t of 
all th e ir  charm  and  m eaning. I f  our a rd en t positivists are  really  
convinced of th e  soundness of th e ir views, th a t  is no reason for 
im posing on hum anity  a t la rge  a philosophy, which stultifies ex ist­
ence and  buries our b rig h te s t in tu itions in the  ru ins of a  fallen 
relig ion. Surely  they  m ust have some glorious end in  view  in

* Were Western science to realize the fact that mind (t‘. c., an alleged immaterial 
substance) does not act directly on matter but is only a power of the 5th princi­
ple—itself composed of material though transcendental atoms—thero would be no 
difficulty in stating that mental changes cause the material changes in the nervous 
structure of the brain. Theology is, however, gravely in error in identifying mind 
with b o u I .—E, D. F.

f  As Prof. Drummond well remarks, {C tho difficulty of framing a theory of 
eternal life has been ono which would exclude the brute creation drawing Mm 
line rigidly at man or at least somewhere within the human race.” (Natural Law 
in the Spiritual world.)—E. D. F.



thus immolating on th e  a lta r of theory  th e  h ig h e r aspirations of th e ir  
audiences. A nd th e  end w hat is it?  “ M ontes p a rtu riu n t liascetur” 
— a paper scheme for elevating  th e  m orality  of m ankind  by  
teaching ev6ry individual to sacrifice his own in te re s t to those of 
the race, and  to reg a rd  him self as a fug itive  un it, whose only 
possible inheritance is an ind irec t share in b rin g in g  about th a  
Welfare of a posterity  he can never live— or ra th e r  ex ist— to 
Bee. Now th a t th is is a m ost laudab le  aim  few will be found 
to  deny. U nfortunately  Positivism  has no p a ten t for th e  am e­
lioration  of the  race, th a t being equally th e  aim  of all sys­
tem s which have any pretensions to excellence. B u t to iden tify  
th e  pursu it of th is object w ith th e  incu lcation  of a soulless 
philosophy is not only entirely  unnecessary  and uncalled for, 
b u t serves as an actual b a rrie r to th e  consum m ation of the  desire 
itself. F or in  w hat possible way it  is con tended  th a t the p ro p a­
gation  of a doctrine of negation am ong the  m asses will conduce to  th e  
elevation of public m orality , a ltogether escapes th e  com prehension. 
H um an  n a tu re  is fa r from perfec t— on th e  con tra ry  evil is la rge ly  
in  th e  ascendant in it, and to  appeal to  th e  v ast m ajo rity  of m en to  
relinquish  self and  a t the  same tim e to rem ind them  th a t  the ir only 
hope is ill th is life, is simply to b ring  the  elem ent of “ self” in to  still 
fu rth e r prom inence. Of course I  do no t m ean to  deny th a t th e re  
a re  cultured individuals who tru ly  realize th e  sp irit of devotion 
th ey  so loudly proclaim — m en of noble and  unselfish lives who, 
however, figure quite as num erously inside as w ell as outfeide th e  
pale of th e  creeds— w hat I  do deny is th e  possibility  of im buing 
any large m ass of men w ith  th is  idea a t th e  p resen t s tage of 
m oral evolution. “ L et us ea t and d rink , for to-m orrow  we d ie / ’ is 
th e  certain outcome of a scepticism  which, in  th e  m ajo rity  of cases, 
would simply serve as a cloak for indulgence and  dissipation. lit 
fac t Positivism  is based  on a foundation  of sand. I t  involves the  
suppression of selfish desires am ong m en in th e  te e th  of a prospec­
tive annihilation ! R esting on a wholly false estim ate of hum an 
excellence, i t  a ttacks the established creeds in  w hich are vested  
th e  only sanctions for m orality a t a ll binding on the masses, and  
strives to replace them  by an ideal w hich how ever w orthy and 
beautifu l in  itself, Would be cast aside w ith  a  sneer by  th e  average 
m aterialist. Positivism , in  short, a t the  p resen t e ra  of the  w orld’s 
progress, would be no th ing  less th an  th e  p recu rso r of sensuality  
and  social anarchy. I t  stands exposed as a  m asterp iece of icono^ 
clastic, unsatisfying and disruptive rationalism .*  I ts  ideal is th& 
common property  of every c re e d ; it  differs from  them  only in  th e  
absence <of th e  ord inary  sanctions to m orals w hich they  enforce* 
Theosophy, on the  o ther hand , though  i t  teaches th a t  only by 
sacrificing all can we gain  all, and  th a t  in  proportion  as the  lower 
self—the illusionary personality— fades away, th e  h igher self— the

* As Mallock says : “ They (the positivists) liave taken away tho Christian Heaven > 
and have thus turned adrift a number of hopes and aspirations that were one© 
powerful. These hopes and aspirations they acknowledge to be of the first necessity. 
They aro facts, they say, of human Mature and no higher progress would be possi­
ble without them. What enlightened thought has to do ifc not to extinguish but 
to t r a n s f e r  them.” Here is their foundation of sand. Their ideal ia utterly 
•visionary and unsatisfying to the average mortal.-^#. D, F>

ind iv iduality—grow s in splendour and  m ajesty , throw s no such 
gloom y shadow on th e  w ayfarer’s p a th  as he strugg les th ro u g h  a sad 
and  sinful world. S tum ble though  he m ay in  th e  m ire, the  beacon 
is ever before him  on the  hill-top . I ts  ray  ever cheers and  sustains 
him  th rough  th e  long journey , till a t th e  close of th a t vast cycle, 
th e  du ra tion  of which the  im agination  sh rinks from  com passing, 
th e  purified “ E go” m ounting th e  last ru n g  of the  evolu tionary  
ladder th a t leads up from  m a tte r  to sp irit :—

“ U nto N irvana where the  silence lives.” 
m erges in the  A bsolute, and identifies itself w ith  th e  F irs t G reat 
Cause.

E . D. F aw cett .

TW O  M E S S E N G E R S  O F G O D ,
R amalinoa P illay , Y og i.

r iT H E  history  of this rem arkab le  H indu  ascetic, and  his alleged 
JL  pre-announcem ent th a t th e  Founders of th e  Theosophical 
Society, or persons answ ering  som ew hat to th e ir  descrip tion, 
would come to In d ia , and  p ro p ag a te  ideas sim ilar to his own 
respecting  U niversal B rotherhood, was noticed in th e  Theosophist 
for Ju ly  and  D ecem ber 1882. D uring  my recen t v isit to B angalore  
I  was favoured w ith  visits from  certa in  of his disciples and  n ea r 
relations, who kindly  gave me a copy of th e  oft-quoted , b u t now 
very  ra re , P roclam ation issued by th e  Y ogi about th e  y ea r 1872, 
shortly  before his decease (in J a n u a ry  1874), or “ tak in g  of 
S am adhi,” as it  is called, w hen speaking  of ascetics of th is  class. 
To place th is curious docum ent upon perm anen t record , it  is now 
tran sfe rred  to these pages. I t  runs as follows :—
. “ Oh, friends, who have received a soul, the m ost precious g if t in  th is 

world.
“ I  am in ineffable joy, tru ly  convinced th a t I  am to obtain from th is  day 

forth , astounding revelations w hich were unknown to me since the day wisdom 
was given to me, and m iraculous qualities wliich I did not possess before, con­
ceptions of supernatural acts, and m arvellous experiences h itherto  unknown 
t.o me. '

“ I  declare this to you under the influence of a fraternal sentim ent of hu ­
m anity, wrhich is the goal of the aspirations of my heart, and I joyfully invite 
you to participate therein.
.. “ There is one God, resplendent in. himself, who exists from  all e ternity , 

who is suprem ely and im m utably happy, whose grace and power originate 
and create all the world, the celestial regions, every power, every force, every 
science, every thing, every faculty, all those th a t have overpowered these, 
every creature, every act, every wish, every wisdom, ever}7- beneficial conse­
quence, every experience, and so forth. Ilis  grace vivifies everything, en­
lightens everything, blots out our sins, gives merit. He is all th in g s; nothing 
w ithout him. He is merciful, omnipotent, omnipresent. Ho alone is the  fu l­
ness of things, w ithout an equal, w ithout a superior, sovereign m aster, ocean 
of grace and light. P u re  tru th  only can search H im  out. He is m anifest in  
the im m ensity of pure and illim itable intelligence. He appears such as the  
wise have conceived.
, “ Men w ithout knowing th is Suprem e Lord, w ithout loving H im , w ithout 

obtaining H is grace, and the life everlasting, going astray  by m utab le  doc­
trines, impelled by various motives, embrace every religion, every sect, every 
system, in  a state of constant change. These men are the  prey of vanities 
and  miseries. Tbey are w ithout wisdom, and plunge tbemselveB in  a o n w *



They are carried away by the force of calam ities, and they die w ithout 
salvation.

“ To prevent such a8 these from dying in  sheer destruction, and in  order to 
furnish them  w ith the knowledge of the T ru th , tru e  Love, P iety  w ithout 
Hypocrisy, and other good qualities, in  order moreover, to m ake them  better 
men, this one God, in H is mercy and in  H is w ish to  secure for them  great 
Felicity, has established here of H is own free Grace a religious in stitu tion  to 
m ake the T ru th  ir ra d ia te ; for the  purpose th a t these men should join th is 
holy institution, w hich im parts its  ligh t to every religion, every sect, and 
every system.

“ God having revealed His th o u g h t to the effect th a t H e will dwell here for 
an  unlim ited time, th a t H e will be pleased to  m anifest H is presence by  m ira­
cles w ithout num ber, and th a t he exists all resplendent w ith  grace and 
light.

“ If, after the  day hereunder specified, you hasten  to  v is it us, your vows 
will be heard, you will see w ith joy the dead re tu rn  to  life, the old become 
young again, and you will witness other m iracles.

(Signed) SID AM BA ROM  K A M A L IN G A  P IL L A Y .”
P arvadipooram or Y adaloor,

ZlLLAH CUDDALORE,
Madras Presidency.

I t  m ay be readily  im agined th a t  so s ta rtlin g  an announcem ent 
an d  so sensational an invitation  as th is, w ould excite th e  unbound­
ed  wonder and  enthusiasm  of a  w onder-loving people like th e  
H indus. T ra ined  from  infancy to believe in  th e  periodical m an i­
festa tion  of th e  D ivine oversigh t th ro u g h  chosen p ro p h e ts  and  
m essengers, and  hered itarily  predisposed to  c red it th e ir  possession 
of m iraculous powers as signs and  seals of th e ir  mission, th ey  
crow ded by  thousands to th e  locality  w here the  Y ogi aw aited  
them . A  la rg e  encam pm ent, or village, sp ran g  up w ith  m ush­
room  speed, like towns in new m ining and  oil regions. The holy 
m an discoursed daily upon h ig h  them es, b u t apparen tly  to  una tten - 
tive  e a r s ; for i t  was when he found them  eager only to see his 
prom ised m iracles, th a t he b u rs t fo rth  in  a flood of ind ignan t elo­
quence, and is said to have p rophesied  th a t  th ey  would be com­
pelled to lis ten  shortly  to “ persons from  R ussia and  A m erica, 
an d  other E uropean  countries,” who w ould p reach  some of the 
very  same ideas he was then  g iv ing  out in  vain. I t  was a b itte r  
d isappointm ent to the  g a th e red  m ultitudes th a t  he failed to raise 
the  dead, as prom ised, and m any w ent aw ay to  revile, when, in  
tru th , they  should have b u t deplored th e ir  own credulity  and sel­
fishness. H e seems to have been a skilled  alchem ist, a though t- 
reader, a m esm erist so pow erful th a t he could change a carnivous 
person into a  vegetarian  by “ a  m ere g lance” (vide Theosophist, 
vol. iii, 243). D uring  the  la s t q u a rte r of th e  y ea r 1873 he m ain­
ta in ed  an obstinate silence, and  resum ed speech only a  m onth before 
h is death . L ong before th is he had  been  p rep a rin g  his disciples 
for th is event, b u t prom ised th a t  he should reappear, a t a tim e 
no t fixed, in  his own body, w hich he w ould only seem  to have le ft 
b u t which would-rem ain in th e  sta te  of suspended  anim ation. On 
th e  30th Jan u ary  1874, he en tered  the so litary  room in a small house 
a t  M etucuppam , stretched him self upon a m at, Socrates-like bade 
a n  affectionate farew ell to his w eeping disciples, and  the  door 
a n d  all other apertu res w ere closed. I t  is said  by  his disciples 
th a t, upon some irreveren t in tru d e r g e ttin g  a  s ig h t of th e  in terio r,

th ir ty  m onths la te r, th e  body of th e  sa in t was found  to have 
d isappeared. On th e  o th e r h and  it  is affirmed th a t  th e  body was 
still to be s e e n : a circum stance in itself su rp rising  enough in  view  
of th e  rap id ity  w ith w hich a  hum an body decomposes in th is tro p i­
cal clim ate. Only th e  body of a tru e  Sam adhi would, w ithou t 
em balm ing, be in tac t a f te r  th e  lapse of one fo u rth  the tim e 
specified. Over the  h u t of the  Sam adhi a  costly bu ild ing  of very  
pecu liar shape has been erected , and  some of R am alinga’s disciples 
a re  keep ing  w atch and  w ard  for his prom ised re tu rn  to  p reach  the  
gospel of his mission to m ankind .

M i r z a  G u l a m  A h m a d .

O f  th e  h istory  of th e  M oham m edan gentlem an who has issued 
th e  following two docum ents, I  have no personal know ledge. H is 
inv ita tion  to  me has no t been  accepted, no tw ithstand ing  his libera l 
offer to com pensate me pecuniarily  for devoting tim e to th e  inves­
tig a tio n  of his claims. L ike th e  H indu  apostle, he offers to  
prove th e  d ivinity  of h is m ission by  the  perform ance of m iracles ; 
and , unless doubts are  en te rta in ed  by  o thers as well as m yself 
as to  his ability  to  redeem  his sp iritua l prom ises, he should 
no t lack  guests and  listeners. A m ong no body of sectarians a re  
th e re  m ore in tensely  zealous devotees of religion th an  am ong th e  
In d ian  sons of Islam . T hey  can boast am ong th e ir  fa k ir s  and  p irs  
m en capable of p roducing  th e  m ost astounding  psychical pheno­
m ena. T hough  I  m yself have not seen th e ir  perform ances, I  
have personally  m et some whose disciples averred  th e ir  possession 
of w onder-w orking powers, and  tru stw orthy  friends of m ine have 
re la ted  to  me very  s tran g e  th in g s they  had  w itnessed w ith  th e ir  
own eyes. In  th e  back  num bers of th is m agazine several com­
m unications of the  so rt will be found. Besides the  th au m atu rg ic  
fak irs  and  p irs, th ere  a re  o thers who possess alchem ical secrets, 
an d  m antram s for invoking  d jinns and  o ther elem ental sp irits to 
perform  phenom ena. One of th e  m ost fam ous was H assan  K h an  
D jinn i, a  young m an of im peachable m orals, whose feats have 
been w itnessed by hun d red s still living. W h e th e r Gulam  A hm ad 
of K ad ian , has these uncanny  secrets or not, I  cannot say. Pos­
sibly th e  publication of the  following docum ents m ay elicit tho 
facts of the  case :—

I.
From Gulam Ahmad, a humble servant of the Eternal God and a follower 

of thc Chief Prophet (Muhammad). To Col. Olcott, Theosophical 
Society, Madras.

Sm,
W ith  all respect and hum ility  I, (the Compiler of B urahin-i-A hm adia), beg 

to  say th a t the A lm ighty has commissioned me to try  like the N azarene P ro ­
phet (Christ) to  amend the m orals of m ankind w ith utm ost hum ility , low li­
ness, respect, submission and meekness, and to point out to tlie unacquain ted  
th e  s tra ig h t way by w hich we can obtain salvation, perceive the m an ifesta­
tions of heavenly life, and by w hich the m arks of being loved by th e  A l­
m ighty  become visible even in  th is physical world. For th is  purpose the 
book entitled “ Burahin-i-A hm adia,” has been compiled, of w hich 592 pages 
have been prin ted  and published, according to the synopsis of contents given 
in  the  accompanying notice. B ut as the publication oi th e  entire book will 
take  a long time, i t  has been determ ined, for the sake of conviction, to invite



ihe Dissenters by sending out this special epistle together w ith the enclosed 
notice to all the distinguished Clergy, and Jews of note th roughout all tho 
Continents of the world, as far as its  transm ission m ay bo possible, and 
similarly to the Chief Leaders of B udhists, Brahm os, A ryas, N atu ra lists , 
Parsis, and the bigoted Maulawis* (who do not beliove in the existence of 
miracles and unusual deeds, and are hence suspicious against me.)

This is not a  device of my own speculative functions and conceptions, b u t 
it has been inspired in  me bv God, who has com m unicated as to H is over­
whelming, and convincing those who fail to a ttend  to tr u th  even after th e  
receipt of th is epistle.

H aving th is end in view, I  take the  liberty  of addressing th is le tte r to you 
as a respectable, eminent, and principal leader of your comm unity, and tru s t 
th a t you will, as such, kindly, w ith  pure sp iritual views, endeavour to seek 
H im  w ith zeal. I f  you fail to deign to th is t r u e  m ission y o u  shall be held 
inexcusable before H im , and the accounts of your th u s  receiving a reg is te r­
ed note and your ina tten tion  thereto  shall be given in  a detailed m anner in  
Volume V th  of the said book.

The specific object, for which I  am  commissioned, is to convey to  tho 
general public th a t the only true religion strictly in conformity to His will is 
Islam , and the revealed and uncorrupted ivord w hich ough t to  be acted upon 
is Alqiiran, in  w hich besides the rational reasons there  are heavenly signs 
(exhibition of supernatural deeds), which an earnest seeker can observe w ith  
his own eyes by undertak ing  my association w ith patience. I f  you doubt 
th e  Is lam ’s tru th  or the heavenly signs,f please, come over to K adian as a 
sincere truth seeker and live w ith me, a humble creature , for a year to achieve 
th is end, bu t the condition is th a t you should come w ith  a, firm and true design 
(a sincere characteristic  of seeking the tru th ) of embracing Islam or aver­
ring the fact of the existence of supernatural powers, then and there. I f  you will 
come, binding yourself to the  said stipulation  and in tention , you shall (D. V.) 
w itness the heavenly s ig n s ,, as the A lm ighty  God has prom ised to exhibit 
them , and H is prom ises are im m utable and reliable.

Now, if you do not come you will yourself be answ erable to God. A fte r 
aw aiting your arrival for three m onths, the  statem ent of your indifference w ill,1 
ipso facto, be noted in  the book as sta ted  above, b u t in  case you do come, and 
fail to behold any heavenly signs du ring  your stay  w ith  me for the tim e 
specified, you shall be paid Ks. 200 per m ensem (besides food and accom­
modation, which will be supplied free to all) as compensation to cover your 
damages, or as a recovery of fine in  default of my promise. I f  you deem th is 
sum  inadequate to your dignity, I  am even ready to  pay as damages or fine 
for unfulfilling promise, w hatever suitable sum you propose yourself, p ropor­
tionate to your rank, if i t  be bu t not beyond m y nieans. I t  is, however, 
necessary th a t visitors desirous of recovering dam ages or fine should ask  my 
perm ission before-hand, through a registered  note, of the ir in ten t of com ing 
over to  me, to enable me to lim it the num ber according to  th e  availability  of 
my estate, bu t it  is not requisite to  do if otherwise.

I f  you cannot condescend to come over in person, i t  is optional for you to  
depute a representative in  whom you fully tru s t  and whose observing the 
D ivine manifestations you deem ju s t, as your own, provided there  should be 
no hesitation in your em bracing Islam  or adm itting  the veracity  of unusual 
deeds. I t  is fu r th e r requested th a t you should k indly  enter into executing 
an agreem ent on a plain paper to the  above term s of Conversion; hav ing  i t  
a ttested  by a few persons of good authority , of different persuasion and creed ,1 
which will be published in some English and V ernacular newspapers. Y ou shall 
have the rig h t to get your claim for Rs. 2,400 (or w hatever you choose your- 
self to propose, and my means adm it of it) registered  or, in  order to secure i t  
further, to get a portion (proportionate to w hat is specially agreed upon) ou t 
of my property, formally registered in  your name in  Court.

* Finally, I  thank  God th a t He has been pleased to  display, th rough  H is 
infinite grace, the .reasons and dootrines of th is true religion, and has placed

• * Mahommodan Pandits.
• + This refers to Naturalists and those Maulawis who though they believe iii 

Islam, yet disbelieve in the existence of miracles and inspirations.

me  ̂for the spread of it  under the protection of the liberal G overnm ent of 
B ritish  nation, to whom I am gratefu l th rough  the sense of obligation and 
g ra titude .

“Peace be to all the followers of righteousness”
W ith due respects,

I beg to rem ain,
Sir,

Y our obedient well-wisher,
(Sd.) M IRZA  G U LA M  A HM A D, 

of Kadian, District Gurdaspur, Panjabf India,
A S IA .

I I .
Being inspired and commanded by God, I  have undertaken the compilation, 

of a Book named “ Burahin-i-Ahmadia” loith the object of reforming and re­
viewing the religion, and have offered a reward of Rs. 10,000 to any one who 
would prove the arguments brought forward therein to be false. My object in 
this Boole is to shew that the only true and the only revealed religion by means of 
which one might know God tv be free from blemish, and obtain a strong conviction 
as to the perfection of Ilis attributes, is the religion of Islam, in which the bless­
ings of truth shine forth like the sun, and the impress of veracity is as vividly 
bright as the day-liyht. All other religions are so palpably and manifestly false 
that neither their principles can stand the test of reasoning nor their followers 
experience the least spiritual edification. On the contrary, tliose religions sp 
obscure the mind and divest it of discernment, that signs of future misery among 
the followers become apparent even in th is world.

T h a t the M uham m adan religion is the only true  religion, haft been shown 
in  th is book in two ways : (1st), By means of 300 very strong and sound a rg u ­
m ents based on m ental reasoning (their cogency and. sublim ity being inferred 
Irom  the fact th a t a rew ard of Rs. 10,000 lias been offered by me to any one 
l’efu ting  them , and from my fu rth e r readiness to have this offer registered  for 
th e  satisfaction of any ono who m ight ask for it) : (2), From  those Divino 
signs which are essential for the complete and satisfactory proof of a true  r e ­
ligion. W ith  a view to establish th a t M uham m adan religion is th e  only tru e  
religion in the world, I  have adduced under this la tte r head th ree kinds of evi­
dences : (1), The miracles perform ed by the P rophet du ring  his lifetim e, e ither 
by  deeds or words, which were w itnessed by people of other persuasions and 
are inserted  in th is book in a chronological order (based on tho best kind of 
evidences): (2), The m arks which are inseparably adherent in the A lquran  itself, 
and  are perpetual and everlasting, the  nature  of which has been fully ex­
pounded for comprehension : (3), The signs which by way of inheritances de­
volve on any believfer in  the Book of God and the follower of the true  Prophet. 
A s an illustration  of this, I, the humble creature of God, by H is help liavo 
Clearly evinced nwself to be possessed of such v irtues by the achieving of 
m any unusual and supernatural deeds, by foretelling f u ttire events and secrets, 
and  by obtaining from God the objects of my prayers, to all of w hich m any 
persons of different persuasions, like tho Aryas, &c., have been eye-witnesses,. 
(A full description oi these will be found in  the said book.)

I am  also inspired th a t I am the Reform er of my time, and th a t as regards 
sp iritua l excellence, my v irtures bear a very close sim ilarity  and stric t anal- 
logy to  thoso of Jesus Christ, and in the same way as tho distinguished chief 
of prophets were Assigned a h igher rank  than th a t of other prophets, I also by 
v irtu e  of being a follower of tlio A ugust Person (the benefactor of m ankind, 
the  best of the messengers of God,) am favored w ith a higher rank  th an  thafc 
assigned to many of the Saints and Holy Personages peroceding me. To follow 
my footsteps will be a blessing and tlio means of salvation, w hereas any 
antogonism  to me will resu lt in estrangem ent and disappointm ent. A ll these 
evidences will be found by perusal of the book, which will consist of nearly 
4,800 pages, of which about 592 pages have been published. I am  alw ays ready 
to satisfy and convince any seeker of tru th . “ All this i$ a Grace of God, lie  
gives it to whomsoever lie likes, and there is no bragging in this. ” “Peace be to 
all the  followers of righteousness !’* . . * *



I f  after the publication of th is notice any one does not take the trouble of 
becoming an earnest enquirer after the tru th , and does not come forw ard w ith  
an  unbiassed m ind to seek it, then  my challenging (discussion) with, him  ends 
here, and he shall be answerable to  God.

Now I  conclude th is notice w ith  the following p ra y e r : Oh Gracious God,
guide the pliable hearts of all the nations, so that they may have faith on thy 
chosen Prophet (Muhammad), and on thy holy A l q u r a n , and that they may 
follow the commandments contained therein, so that they may thus be benefited' by 
ihe peace and the true happiness ivhich are specially enjoyed  ̂by the true Muslims 
in both the worlds, and may obtain absolution and eternal life, which is not only 
procurable in the next world, but is also enjoyed by the truthful and honest people 
even in this world. Especially the English nation, who have not as yet availed 
themselves of the sunshine of truth, and whose civilized, prudent and merciful 
empire has, by obliging us by numerous acts of Icindness and friendly treatments, 
exceedingly encouraged us to try our utmost for their ivelfare, so that their fair 
faces may shine with heavenly effulgence in the next world. We beseech Goa for 
thei/r well being in this world and the next. Oh God guide them and help them 
ivith thy grace, and instil in their minds the love for thy religion, and attract 
them with thy power, so that they may have faith on thy Book and Prophet, and 
embrace thy religion in groups. Amen! Amen!

“ Praise be to God, the supporter of crea tion !”
(Signed) M IR Z A  G ULAM  AHM AD,

Chief of Kadian, District Gurdaspur, Punjab, India.
W hatever else m ay be though t of th e  K ad ian  C h ie fs  pretensions* 

th e  fervor of his self-persuasion will scarcely be denied.
H ere we have two self-styled apostles of God, w ith  commissions 

to enlighten a darkened  w orld w ith religious tru th . A  difference 
will be no ted  in  th e  tone of th e  two proclam ations. T he H in d u  
preaches the  un ity  of tru th  and  th e  b ro therhood  of m ank ind , 
while the pious Moslem declares Islam  th e  only tru e  fa ith , A lqu ran  
th e  only insp ired  revelation. I t  is no t for a th ird  p a rty , to whom 
all religious beliefs, sincerely held, are  equally  ob jects of to lerance, 
to decide betw een the two apostles. W ho  know s b u t th e ir  d is­
agreem ents are b u t im aginary , and  th a t  if th e ir  respective im ages 
of T ru th  were disrobed they  would be found iden tica l b eneath  th e  
vesture  ? A  m ost noble p resen ta tion  of th is  idea is  ̂ g iven by  
S ree K rishna to  A rju n a  : “  I  am th e  same to all m ank ind  : th e re
is no t one who is w orthy of m y love or h a tred . T hey who serve 
m e w ith adoration, I  am in them , and  th ey  in  me. T hey  also who 
serve o ther gods w ith  a firm  belief, in  doing so, involuntarily  
worship even me. I  am he who p a r ta k e th  of all w orship, an d  I  
am  the ir rew ard .”  The opponents of H in d u  relig ion stigm atize  
it as narrow  and  in to le ra n t: b u t are  no t these  words th e  very  
ou tb reath ing  of th e  sp irit of to lerance, love and  justice  ?

H . S. O lcott.

U N P U B L IS H E D  W R IT IN G S  O F E L I P H A S  L E V I .
F ourth  Series.

X.

TH E tru e  ob jec t of in itia tion  is th e  fullness and  not the 
semblance of life; tho deep peace and  no t th e  destruction  

of the mind. B u t th e  most difficult th in g  in  th e  w orld is to find 
and  to hold firmly the  fixed po in t of equilibrium  by w hich one is 
able to enjoy everything w ithout e ither fearin g  or desiring  any­

th in g . W hen th a t po in t has be^n reached, n a tu re  herself antici­
pates all our desires, and  even in th e  m idst of th e  troub led1 and  
sufferings inseparable from  contact w ith m ortal th ings, the  he&rfc' 
is filled w ith joy. H um an passions are b u t needs th a t are always'' 
ir r ita te d  and th a t become more and more insa tiab le  because^ th ey  
a re  outside equilibrium . T he m ost beautifu l and  th e  m ost dan- ’ 
gerous of our passions is pride. W e all need to  be adored before 
we can arrive a t the  adbration of ourselves.

 ̂ T he tru e  satisfaction of pride, however im m ense i t  m ay be, is 
th e  sen tim ent of divino calm and repose of the  will fixed on good, 
not by constra in t bu t by choice, and  w ith com plete independence 
of all th a t is accessory. I t  is th is  elevation of th o u g h t th a t 
m akes us consider all te rro rs  as vain, all scruples as puerile and  
w hich appoints as our rule, no t vu lgar opinion, b u t th e  conscious­
ness of our reason. ^ ♦,, f , »mA '

Tho tree  of science, accord ing  to the  biblical allegories, is tho  
only one whose fru its m ust not be eaten. This is because its  roots 
a re  in terlaced  w ith those of the  tree  of life, and  th is  la tte r  fu r­
nishes the  sap th a t causes the e ternal tree  to fructify  and  flourish. 
Science is sacred, and no one has the  r ig h t to lay hands on it in  
o rd e r to rob it  of its riches. I ts  fru its  m ust be enjoyed by gazing  
on them  and  inhaling  tho ir perfum e, b u t since th e  tree  belongs 
to no one, he is gu ilty  of d ea th  who tries to rob it. To taste  th e  
fru its  of science they m ust be sought on th e  tree  of life.

Seek first tho kingdom  of God and  his justice— said the  M aster 
•—and all the rest will come of itself.

In  o ther words, do w hat is r ig h t w ith  prudence and  discern­
m ent, an d  events will a rran g e  them selves so as to favour and an ti­
cipate your ju s t desires. E ven th e  th ings th a t seem to be th e  
m ost disastrous will tu rn  out to your advantage. Be calm and  
w a i t : good fortune will certa in ly  come in its tu rn , and you will ‘ 
enjoy beforehand th a t deep peace of the  wise th a t  is itself th e  
g re a te s t of all benefits.

Suppress the  disorder of desire and sin no longer exists— the 
seven cap ita l vices become th e  seven virtues— and thus it is thafc 
all th ings are perm itted  to th e  sage because he cannot will evil.

W e now continue th e  transla tion  of the  fou rth  ch ap te r of the  
S ephir D zeniutha :

“ The symbolical figure of the  two heads whose beards join, 
r6tfolves on itself as the  world does. The superior head then  
becomes th e  inferior one, and  the ' shadow of the lig h t becomes th e  . 
l ig h t of the ' shadow.

“ T hen th e  num bers of th e 'su p e rio r  head become those of t h e 1 
inferior one, for in'huln&n intelligence, the  luminous point is whafc 
ond knows or Tfhafc onfc im agines^ and  the darkness is whafc is n o t 
understood.

! A n d  t b t f S '  if r  i s '  t h a t -  m e & o f t e i i j t a k e  ’ g o o d  f o r  e v i l , ,  a n d  e v i l  
f o r  g o o d .

“  The b&ard is th e  sign- of s tren g th  and th e  symbol of wisdom. 
B ut the  two heads seem to have b u t’one beard, w hite on one side r- 
and  black on th e  other,



.•"•But when the  superior beard  appears below, it is so veiled by  
th e  thick cloud of our ignorance tlia t i t  seems b lacker than  tlie  
o th e r; and th e  black beard , illum ined by  th e  rays th a t  sh ine  
beneath the  cloud, appears w hiter th an  th e  w hite one.

“  Then, speaking  of the God th a t  we im agine, we say God is  
good, because a reflected ray  of th e  infinite goodness softens an d  
disguises th is m onstrous figure.

“  I t  is w ritten  in  G enesis: God o rdered  th e  liv ing soul to  g lid e  
like a serpen t th ro u g h  the  w aters.

“  B ut th e re  are both  lum inous and  b lack  w aters, rep resen ted  by 
th e  beards of the  two ancients. The lig h t of th e  one glides in to  
th e  darkness of th e  o ther, and  th e  shade of the  dark  b ea rd  seems,, 
to our eyes, to  en ter the b righ tness of th e  w hite one.

“  Thus thero  are  feminine w eaknesses in  m an and virile  ener­
gies in woman.

“ Thus w hat is above is like w hat is below.
“ Thus th e re  is good in .evil and evil in  good, ju s t as th ere  is 

b righ tness in  shadow and shadow  in ligh t.
“  T hat w hich is above becomes m anifested  in  th a t which is 

be lo w ; and w hat is below lives by the  influence of w hat is above.
‘ “  The alliance of light and shade produces b righ tness. T he 

alliance of m ale and female produces physical life ; th e  s trife  
betw een tru th  and  error produces in tellectual life, and  th e  a n ta ­
gonism  of good and  evil is the  source of m oral life.

“  A bsolute evil is death, b u t death  does not exist in living n a tu re .
' “  Evil exists because it  is living. Good is the  life above and 

evil is the life below.
“  W hen God says le t us m ake m an, i t  is the  lig h t th a t speaks to 

th e  shadow aud  there  is here  no question of the  personality  of 
A dam , bu t of all hum anity w hich is a t once lum inous and  o b scu re ; 
and  is hence said to  be the  im age of G od.

“ God seems to create him self in  m an, and m an in his tu rn  
seems to complete and create him self in  God.

“ Hence it is said th a t God crea ted  m an androgynous, th a t  is to 
say, male and  female, because the  two sexes seem to be contained 
in  and to be reproduced by one another.

“  Em ptiness a ttrac ts  fulness and  fulness fills em ptiness.
W om an contains man and  m an seems to give wom an w hat 

is lacking to her.
<“  Man commences the divine w ork and  woman finishes it.

The m an hidden  in the woman is like  the  m etal in th e  mould 
and to her he owes the  power of virility .

“ The d ark  God alone has descended to  the earth . The head of 
li£h t has given a palpable form  to its shadow  and m an has been 
formed. Ju s t  as the  symbolical form  of God is double, so also th e  
soul of m an is double and seetns to  hav£ two heads, th e  one on the  
righ t and the  o ther on the left.

Reason is manifested' on th e  rig h t; and  on th e  le ft anim al 
life ; t u t  th a t is only visible to  th e  m ind.

•“  These two powers are un ited  by a m arriage  which renders them  
fruitful; and thus the acts of hum anity  are  produced and  m ulti­
plied,

tcT heir force is in th e ir  equ ilib riu m ; when m an inclines w ith  
excess e ither to the  r ig h t or to the  left, he atrophies the  o ther side.

“  W hen the  anim al life is detached from  reason, i t  produces 
s terile  m o n ste rs ; and when the m ind becomes detached  from th e  
realities of life, it b rings fo rth  chim eras and  demons. ”

H ere  every w ord is an oracle. The an tagonism  existing b e­
tw een  reason and  hum an passions is explained by a lack of tlie 
in telligence of equilibrium . Some desire to a tro p h y  th e  mind by 
g iv ing  them selves up en tire ly  to the pleasures of the  flesh ; others 
w an t to kill the  flesh in o rd er to live solely in the  life of the  m ind. 
B u t the connection of th e  two is such th a t the  soul suffers when 
in ju stice  is com m itted aga inst the  body, and the body loses h ea lth  
.arid leg itim ate  enjoym ents when it is no longer governed and  
ru led  by the  influence of th e  spirit. F o r ne ith er can the soul livo 
w ithou t the  body, nor tho  body w ithout th e  soul. The soul has
ii special and  im m ortal body th a t proceeds from the  m ortal body, 
an d  the body has a special physical soul w hich will and m ust bo 
im m ortalised by union w ith thef im m ortal soul. This close and  
necessary alliance is figured by the  m arriage of m an and woman, 
w hich is tho most perfec t of societies when it  is equ ilib rated  
good.

The two souls of m an have given rise to the fiction of tho two 
angels, the  one good and  o ther bad, standing , it is said, one a t th e  
r ig h t and the other a t th e  left of the man. A nd th e  law of equili­
brium  th a t un ited  them  was figured in tho h iera tic  steles of E g y p t 
by  the scalcs in which Serapis seems to w eigh souls on th e ir en try  
in to  A m enthi. All th a t torm ents men comes from  th e ir lack of 
equilibrium , and th is is also w hat produces d isorder in  households 
an d  families.

The end of this fourth  book touches on difficult m oral questions. 
A t first.s igh t it seems to ju stify  evil by showing it  to be necessary, 
and  to authorise the  in itia te  to  use all means, even crime and  
in justice , to ensure the  trium ph  of his will. B u t all th is is to tally  
opposed to the tru e  in ten tions of the  science. . ^

The Bible.is full of the records of crimes com m itted by  its g rea te s t 
heroes. St. Paul said, it is true , th a t we m ust not do evil thafc 
good m ay come, b u t V oltaire seems to correct St. Paul by saying 
th a t  when a crime is necessary for the public good, it  is 110 longer 

' a  crim e bu t a virtue.
Suicide is a crime, b u t we adm ire Curtins who leaped into tiro 

g u lf in  order to appease the  gods. W h a t are called reasons of 
sta to  are not always in accordance \vith s tric t ju s t ic e ; and a good 
genera l will sacrifice men in order to ensure the safety of an arm y. 
H ence a  distinguished professor onco said th a t thero  were two 
k inds of m orality, th a t of the g rea t and th a t of th e  sm all. 
B u t i t  is not so. T here is bu t one m orality, bu t its obligations 
increase for the g rea t and  dim inish for the  small. , ‘

• P un ishm ent is inheren t in  sin, for sin is a sta in  on th e  soul 
th a t\b e c o m e s  more hideous as the  soul becomes p u re r. O ur 
sentim dnts of personal d ign ity  and our leg itim ate p rid e  are  w oun­
ded  by it. ; A  robbery m ore or less does not w eigh v e ry  heavily on 
th e  conscience of a ro b b e r; b u t the  recollection- of a sing le  breach



*}f faith is enough to afflict and  e ternally  hum iliate the conscience 
of an honest m an.

Sin dishonours us, and a noble h ea rt cannot live dishonoured.
An unw orthy action is like th e  b ran d  of tho  convict on our soul. 

I f  I  choose to die ra th e r th an  to  te ll a  falsehood, I  have th e  r ig h t 
to  do so, and perhaps I  am sub lim e; b u t if by an exaggeration  of 
th e  sentim ent of my personal d ign ity  I  compromise the existenco 
of another, I  do not fail in ju stice  before th e  rigorous law, b u t I  
am  w anting in  hum anity. B u t to  be w an ting  in hum anity  is to 
j u t  oneself outside the law th a t governs m an.

T hus i t  is evident th a t there  are cases in  w hich an in frac tion  of 
th e  law may be no t only excusable b u t m ay be even elevated  to 
th e  h e igh t of sacrifice. I f  I  am  so proud  as to refuse to save m y 
life  a t the expense of tru th , and  if I  do fo r my neighbour w hat I  
would not do for myself, do I  not, by  thus sacrificing my self-love 
.to charity , give m y neighbour more th an  my life ?

Thus there  are  two kinds of obedience to the  law. To consent 
to  be dam ned in  order to save one’s b ro th e r is to do m ore th a n  
God himself, who, in  order to save his creatu res only consented to 

isuffer death. C harity  is above all. I t  is even above rigorous 
law, and ju stice  more or less tem pered w ith  m ercy.

I f  we read  th e  nam e Jod-H e-V adn i kabbalistically , we find its  
m eaning to b e : The suprem e pow er fertilis ing  wisdom in  love
produces sp iritua l autonom y, w hich, by  the  em pire of goodness in 
th e  universal equilibrium  of form s, reproduces th,e genera tive  p rin ­
c i p l e .

This explains the  m ystery of th e  incarnation  and  gives an  in n e r 
Bens© to th e  g re a t arcanum  w hich is th e  d iv in ity  of m an. To 
understand  th is w ord perfectly  and  to pronounce it  kabbalistically , 
is  to  possess all th e  science w ith  th e  re la tive  om nipotence a tta c h ­
in g  to it.

To pronounce a  word kabbalistically  is to form ulate it  by acts.
T his name is indeed the suprem e w ord of the  kabbala. B u t in 

o rder to say i t  properly  i t  m ust be know n by  hea rt and  m ind in  
o rder th a t i t  m ay be pronounced by actions.

F o r th is purpose we m ust study  n a tu re  and, above all th in g s, have 
3. know ledge of hum an natu re . T here  is in  all of us Jan active 
principle, a passive principle and an equ ilib ra ting  p o w er; ju s t  as in 
our physical n a tu re  there  is a  positive m agnetism , a  negative  m ag ­
netism  and  an equilibrating m ix tu re  of th e  two.

B ut our m agnetic force is p ro jec ted  and  a ttra c te d  accord ing  to  
th e  strong determ inations of the  free  will. A ll ma,gic poorer lies 
in  this.

O ur soul is like an arsenal fu rn ished  w ith  offensive and  defensive 
weapons. A s determ ining  powers we have .our conscience Or our 
passions. A n ill-enlightened conscience chooses its  arm s badly  ; 
the  passions in  th e ir  blind in stinc t are  som etim es b e tte r  en ligh tened  

' <as to the  im m ediate result, bu t th e ir  m om entary  success b rin g s  in  
i t s  train a long and  b itte r disappointm ent. J n  order therefo re  to  

. ,be powerful, th e  will m ust ac t freely  in  accordance vtith  th e  
.inspirations of the  conscience, aiid i t  m ust choose i t s  a r t n s  ‘W is e ly ,  

Vipr, in  o t h e r  w o r d ? ,  th e  forces i t  is going}1 t o  i^fet in - ' .n io t i o ^ V 4 ^  '

I f  you wish an o th er to  ac t in  accordance w ith your will, you will 
.certainly be able to  impose th is influence upon him  if you are  
w iser th an  he and  b e tte r  equilibrated . In  order to impose your 
equilibrated  will upon him , you m ust m agnetise him in telligently  by 
d irec ting  your active electricity  tow ards his passive electricity  and  
vice versd.

In  order to pronounce th is  nam e kabbalistically— to form ulate
b y  acts— we m ust equilib rate  the  faculties of th e  soul in th e  

o rd er of the  le tte rs  th a t  form  th e  name.
W e m ust have the invincible will and independence of Jod , th e  

science of H e, the  activ ity  of Y au, the  intelligence of A leph, th e  
goodness and  th e  sovereignty  of D aleth , the  skill of N un, and 
th en  we arrive  a t th e  reproduction of Jod , th a t is to say* th e  
identification  of th e  objective and  the  subjective, th e  realisa tion  
of th e  ideal which in somo sort m aterialises and  becomes in ca r­
n a te  and  takes th e  te rre s tr ia l form  spoken of by  H erm es Trism e- 
g istus.

I f  I  wish to  effect some object, I  commence by  clearly defining 
th a t  object. I  define my ideal as clearly as possible, and then I  
s tudy  th e  elem ents of which i t  is composed. I f  my ideal is a tru e  
one, then  these elem ents exist and they  m ust be e ither known or 
sough t for.

T hen I  act. I n  proportion  as I  find, I  become m aster of m y 
idea, which I  recognise as good, I  m ingle and  dispose th e  elem ents, 
and  my realised ideal appears of itself. Thus people m ake fo r­
tunes and th u s too they  m ake friends. B u t if we propose to our­
selves anyth ing  perishable as an end in  itse lf and not as a m eans, 
success is always followed by  some d readfu l d isappointm ent and  

.some te rrib le  chastisem ent.
T he Jod-H e-V adni is no t pronounced kabbalistically  in  an  

in s tan t or even in  a  day. Y ears are som etim es needed  to  spell ou t 
th e  syllables.

A N C IE N T  E G Y P T I A N  S T O R IE S .

T H E  papyri and  wall pa in tings of ancien t E g y p t as well as the  
m any relics d isin te rred  in  various p a rts  o f  the  country, have 

furn ished  us w ith so m any p ictu res of th e  daily  life of the  ancien t 
E gyptians, th a t i t  is alm ost as fam iliar to us as th a t of th e  p resen t 
inhab itan ts  of some d istan t continent th a t we have no t ourselves 
v isited . I t  is not, however, perhaps so generally  known th a t th e re  
have also been discovered th e  rem ains of th e  popular lite ra tu re  
of th is  ancien t em pire. This will not surprise those who rem em ber 
tlie  comic papyrus now exhibited  on one of the  staircases of th e  

.B ritish  Museum, and which rjepresents a goat and ano ther anim al 
,pifiying ffct cheps, <?r thp ojbher papyrus o f thp same Ipnxl jat T p riji 
(both Jhfisp a,rp popied on the  walls 9f the  M useum p t B erlin ), 
YtucJi ,<jlepipts $  sort (Of worljJ upside inhere jbh 6 Jur^s livp

th e  groupd, an4  pears ancj o thpr ^niippjs Wtfttiijb jfeep 
ipbich tjhpy append fyy pp#np ot gadders.

M ^ a s p e r o ,  t h e  j ^ l k k n o w n  D ir^ctpr o f  t h p  J B q u la q  J ^ u p e u m ,  

collected uowe pf W w p  W&der th e  tfote w  •"



E gyptiens,” published a t Paris by M aisonneuve. H e has prefaced  
the  stories w ith a most in te restin g  in troduction , whicli w& 
would recommend to all acquainted  w ith  F ren ch  to read , as i t  con­
tains much valuable inform ation.

W e will now proceed to give a sum m ary of the stories them ­
selves.

The first is called “  The S tory  of th e  Two B rothers. I t  19. 
in  two parts, and  M. M aspero says th a t it was orig inally  
separate stories. The first is like a v e rs io n  of the h istory  of Jo seph  
and the  wife of Potipliar, though , as will be seen, th e  sequel, is 
different. The papyrus dates from  th e  19th dynasty.

“ There were once two brother^, sons of the  sam e fa th e r  and  
m other. The nam e of the elder was A nohpou, and Bitiou th a t  of 
the  younger. A noupou had a house and  a wife, and  his younger 
b ro ther lived w ith  him  in the  capacity  of a servant. B itiou m au6 
th e  garm ents and followed the  ca ttle  to the  field, he did all the  
farm  work, for he was an excellent w orker and had  no t his eqpal 
in  the  whole country. . .

<c A nd for m any days th ings w ent on as usual. The younger 
bro ther daily followed the oxen, re tu rn in g  each e ren in g  to ;tli6 
house, b ring ing  the  produce of the  fields w ith  him. H e laid tli6 
grass beforo his b ro ther who was seated  w ith his wife. H e ate , 
he d rank , he slept in the stable w ith  his excellent oxen. \A nd 
when ano ther day had daw ned, a f te r  bak ing  the  b read  he 
Fet i t  before his brother, and tak in g  provisions for the day  he  
led out his oxen to eat in th e  fields. A nd as he was w alk ing  
behind his cattle  they used to say to him  “ the  g rass  is good iii 
such and such a place,” and he listened  to w hat they  said, and  
took them  to th e  good pastu re  tl ia t  th ey  desired. Thus; tho 
cattle  th a t were w ith  him flourished exceedingly and increased  
greatly .

“ A nd when the  season of tillage had  come, his eldei* b ro th e r said 
to  him ( prepare , ge t ready my plough, for the land has risen ou t 
of the w aters, it  is fit for p loughing. M oreover go also to the  
field with seed for we shall set to w ork to -m orro^  m orn ing . 
The younger b ro ther did as lie had  been ordered .  ̂ W h en  thb  
second day appeared they w ent to th e  fields w ith their im plem ents 
and set to work, and their h ea rts  w ere g lad  w ith theit* w ork aiid  
they did no t cease th e ir  labour.”

. One day the  elder b ro ther sends tlie younger on^ home t6 fe tch  
some more seed, and then  the  wife tem p ts  the  young m ati who 
refuses to be led  astray . In  th e  evening  w hen the elder b ro th e r 
re tu rns home he finds his wife ap p aren tly  in a g re a t sta td  of 
distress, and w hen asked the reason, she accuses th e  young m an.

“ And in the evening, when the elder b ro th e r re tu rn ed  to  tlio 
house and th e  younger was beh ind  his. oxeri w ith  all tlio 
things from  th e  fields, and was lead ing  his beasts to the  stab le  
which was iii th e  village, the  wife of the  elctei* b ro th e r b eg an  to 
be afraid of the  Words 'She had  spoken. Slid took b lack  oin tinent 
and made herself like , one wild has bee# beaten  bjr some m ale­
factor in order tp tell her husband on his re tu rn  ( it  is thy  ^ f ^ h e r  
■who has beaten * m e/ W hen he arrived  a t th e  houfce he found hts

wifo ly ing down and  like one in pain. She poured 110 w ater on his 
hands 'acco rd ing  to h e r daily  custom ; she lit no lam p before h im ; 
his dw elling was all in darkness, and she lay  stretched out all 
unw ashed. H e r husband  said to her, ‘ W ho has spoken w ith  
thee.?’ She said  ( N o one lias spoken w ith  me except you r 
younger b ro th e r.*

“ The elder b ro th er becam e like an enraged  tig e r :  he took his 
kn ife  in his hand. H e w ent behind the door of the stable in o rder 
to kill h is b ro ther as he eu tered  w ith the ca ttle . A nd when th e  
sun was setting , and  the  younger b ro th er came as usual loaded 
w ith g rass from the fields, th e  cow th a t was w alk ing  in fron t said, 
as she was en te ring  th e  stable, ‘ H ero is your elder brother, s tan d ­
ing  before you w ith  his knife to kill yo u ; escape from h im / 
W hen  he heard  w hat was said by the cow thafc was w alk ing  
in  fron t, and  the  second told him  the same th ing , he looked u n d e r 
th e  door of th e  stab le  and saw the feet of his brother who was 
stand ing  behind th e  door w ith knife in h a n d ; he p u t down liis 
bu rd en  on the  g round  and ran  away as fast as he could and his 
b ro th e r ran  a fte r him  with the  knife. The younger b ro th e r 
cried out to  P h ra -H arm ak h o u ti (the sun ris ing  or setting) say­
ing , f My good m aster, thou a r t  he who ju d g es t the false and tho  
tru e  V A nd  P lira  h eard  all his com plaints, and  P lira  caused an  
im m ense w ater to ap p ear betw een him  and his b ro ther, and it was 
fu ll of crocodiles, and one of them  was on th e  one side and 
th e  o ther on the  o th er side. A nd the  elder b ro th er twice pu t oub 
his hand  to strike, and  tw ice he failed to kill his younger bro ther. 
This is w hat he did. H is younger b ro ther called to him from th e  
w ater’s edge, i S tay  th ere  till dawn. W hen the solar disk 
shall arise, I  will p lead  w ith thee before him, th a t the tru th  may be 
established, for I  shall never again be w ith thee, I  shall be 11a 
more in the  places w here thou  wilt b e ; I  shall go to the  valley 
of the  A cac ia /

“ W h en  the ea rth  becam e lig h t and a second day had come, and  
P h ra -H arm ak h o u ti h ad  risen, each of them  perceived the other. 
T he young m an spoke to liis elder b ro th e r and said, f W hy  
come behind  me, to  kill me by stealth , w ithout having heard whafc 
from  my m outh I  h ad  to  say ? B ut I  am still thy  younger 
b ro ther. F o r thou  a r t  to me as a fa ther. Thy wife is to rne as a  
m other. Is  it not because thy  wife told thee th a t when I came fo r 
the  seed I  tem pted  h er ? B ut she has tu rned  the m atter in to  
q,uite another th in g /  A nd he told liis elder brother all th a t had  
tak en  place.” F inally  after reproaching his elder b ro ther w ith  
treachery , he said' “ Go home and look a fte r thy  cattle thyself, for
I. will no t rem ain in  tlie place where thou a rt, I shall go to tho  
valley.bf Acacia. A nd th is is w hat thou sha.lt do fo rm e ; thou sh a lt 
come and take  careo f m eif thou lea rn es tth a t anything has happened  
to  me. F o r I  will enchan t my heart and I  will, place it on tho top  
of the  flower of the A cacia, and if the Acacia is cut down and  m y 
h ea rt falls to . th e  ground, thou wilt come and look for i t ; even if 
i t  takes seven years to find it  do not bo discouraged, b u t when 
once thou hast found it, pu t it in a vessel of fresh w a te r ; then T 
shall live Pgaiu and  I  shall revenge the evil th a t has been dono



mo. And thou shalt know th a t som ething has happened  to  md 
when a ja g  of beer will be pu t into thy  hands and  it  fro th s 
up : do not delay a moment a fte r  th a t  has happened.”

Then the  younger bro ther w ent to th e  valley of A cacia an d  tho  
d d e r  went home and  killed h is w ife and  p u t oii m ourning for h is 
younger b ro ther.

This ends the  first tale.
In  the valley of Acacia, the younger b ro th er am used him self by  

h u n ting  and used to sleep a t th e  foot of the  tree  on th e  sum m it of 
wliich he h ad  placed his heart. Some tim o after he bu ilt h im self 
a  villa. One day when he was go ing  out he m et th e  cycle of th e  
gods. They resolved to give him  a  wife. A ccordingly, ordered 
by P hra, K hnoum  made him a wife. The seven H athors, who play 
th e  p a rt of th e  fairy  godm others in E gyp tian  story, unanim ously 
predicted  th a t  she would die a v io lent death .

Bithiou gave his wife stric t orders no t to leave th e  house in  his 
absence lest the  river should carry  her off. One day she w ent out 
to walk beneath  the  tree w here h e r husband had  to ld  her his h e a r t 
was deposited. The river came tow ards her and she ru shed  in to  
the  house. The river followed h e r and  asked the A cacia to deliver 
her up. T hen tho Acacia gave th e  river a lock of h e r hair, and  
th e  river carried  th is into E g y p t to th e  washerwom en of P haraoh ; 
This lock of h a ir  gave forth  a  very  beautifu l scent w ith  w hich it  
filled the garm ents washed in  th e  stream . Enquiries w ere m ada 
as to the  origin of the  perfum e, and  the  ha ir was fished out of th e  
riv er and tak en  to the k ing . H e gavo it to his “ scribe 
m ag ic ians” to  exam ine and rep o rt upon. They inform ed h im  
th a t i t  belonged to a daugh ter of P h ra , and  con ta ined  th e  
essence of the  gods, and recom m ended th a t m essengers should  
be sent to th e  valley of A cacia to b rin g  th e  owner to the  k ing , 
thus showing th a t the m agicians w ere well acquain ted  w ith  
psyehom etry. M essengers w ere accordingly sent, b u t only o n e ' 
re turned , as B ithiou killed the  rest. A  second expedition was th en  
sent, including a detachm ent of soldiers, and they were m ore suc­
cessful, for they  retu rned  w ith the lady, and  as the  story  m entions 
no resistance, probably there was none. F o r some unexplained  1 
reason a woman went w ith th is  second detachm ent, and   ̂so 
probably th e re  was some stra tagem  em ployed to obtain possession 
of the d au g h ter of the gods. Of course the k ing  fell in love w ith 
the  new arriva l and established h e r as his chief favourite. S he 
then recom m ended him  to send some m en to  cut down th e  Acacia/. * 
This was done and  Bithiou died.

• The day a fte r  the  cutting  down of th e  A cacia a  ju g  of b ee r was 
presented to th e  elder bro ther, and he noticed th a t it  fro thed  up* 
and then they gave him some wine and  it  also was troubled . So 
rem em bering th e  p arting  words of his b ro ther, “  he took his stick  > 
and his sandals, also his garm ents w ith  his tools” and  set ou t fo r 
the  valley of A cacia. H e found hi si b ro th e r dead on a m at, in th a  * 
villa. For th ree  years he sought in  vain  for th e  heart. A t last he 
was successful, he found the h ea rt aiid p u t i t  into a  cup of fresh 
w ater. In  the  evening the younger b ro th e r suddenly trem bled  all * 
over, looked fixedly at his b ro th e r and  then  becam e unconscious ;

again . The elder b ro th e r gave him the  w ater in which th e  h e a r t 
was, to drink. T hen it  seems the h eart w ent back to its r ig h t placo 
and B ithiou was alive again. A fter some conversation B ithiou in ­
form ed his b ro ther th a t he was going to be transform ed in to  an 
A pis bull and  th a t his b ro ther m ust g e t on his back and lead him, 
into the presence of P haraoh  who w ould rew ard  him. The n ex t 
day Bithiou underw ent the  transform ation , his b ro ther took him to  
the  k ing, who w ith all the people was rejo iced a t the  arrival of th e  
sacred anim al b earing  all the  orthodox m arks and  gave its conductor 
much gold and  silver, and ordered a special place to be fitted  up- 
for the  bull’s hab ita tion .
' Some tim e after, th e  bull entered  tho palace and  w ent up to th e  
favourite  and  told h er who he was. She then* hav ing  induced th e  
k in g  to prom ise to g ra n t w hatever she m igh t ask, dem anded th a t  
th e  bull should be p u t to death . T he k ing  reluctan tly  com* 
plied  with her request. As the  dead body of the bull was b e in g  
carried  p ast the  k in g ’s palace, two drops of blood fell from its  
neck on e ith e r side of the principal en trance . The followings 
m orning two perseas (this p lan t was sacred to Osiris) had  grow n 
up from  the  two drops of blood. This m iracle caused the  k in g  
and  his subjects to rejoice greatly . Some tim e after the k ing  an d  
th e  favourite  w ent out to look a t the  perseas and the  k ing sat u n d e r  
one and the  favourite  under the  o ther. T hen  th e  tree  b en ea th  
which the  favourite  sa t revealed itself to h e r as B ithiou. Tho 
nex t day she go t the  k ing  to have the  two trees cut down, an d  
while th is operation  was tak in g  place a chip fell into her m outh . 
This she swallowed and it becam e a male child— a re in ca rn a ­
tion  of B ithiou. W hen  the k ing died B ithiou reigned in his steady 
th e  favourite  was punished and his elder b ro th e r was m ade h e ir  
to  the  th rone and afterw ards becam e king.

O ther versions of th is  story have been found in In d ia  and o th e r  
countries. T he n ex t story  is called “  T he P redestined  P rin ce .”  
U nfo rtunate ly  th is ta le  is m utilated  and th e  conclusion is w an ting . 
T he prince is the  son of a k ing  who had  long been childless. A t 
his b ir th  th e  H a th o rs  prophesj- th a t he will be killed by a snake, 
h crocodile or a  dog. A t first his fa th e r confines him self in a palace 
w hich he never leaves. B ut the  prince rebels against this im pri- 
feonment and  goes out on his travels. In  th e  land of N ah a ran n a  
he finds th e re  is a com petition going on for the hand of its p rin ­
cess. She has been placed by her fa th e r in  a lofty dw elling of 
which th e  windows are seventy cubits from the ground, and  h6 
who can fly up to those windows is to  bo rew arded by receiving 
h e r iu m arriago. T he predestined prince is successful and  ho  
inarHeS tho princess. Sho is made aw are of the  prophecy of tho  
H athora  an d  one n ig h t kills a serpen t th a t was ju s t going to  b ite  
h e r husband. A fte r th is the  prince has a conversation w ith  a  
cfbccAlild who inform s him  th a t h e 'i s  his destiny j^nd haa b een  
^ursuin!g him  ginctJ his b irth ; A nd theii the  story  stops short. I t  
isco n jo c tiired  th a t the  prince m anages to escape tho Wiles of tlie  
crocodild biit falls a victim  to the  dog th a t always accom panies him .
1 T he ‘history  > of S atn i K ham ois. deals jnore, d irec tly  w ith  a r t  
inagic. The hero was the  g rea test m agician of his tim e in  E g y p t



and was also the  k ing 's Ron. One day ho was discussing books 
find magical form ulas with some of th e  ancien t sages of E g y p t and 
and one of these old men began  to  laugh . Satni w anted to know 
the  reason of th is. So the old m an said “ 1 was no t laugh ing  a t 
you, bu t how can I  help laugh ing  when y o i  are  tak in g  about w rit­
ings th a t have no t gob any pow er ? If  you really w ant an effica­
cious w riting , come with me and I  will tak e  you w here th e re  is 
the book w ritten  by  Thoth w ith  his own hand. I f  you rec ite  th e  
first of the  two formulas th a t  it  contains, you will charm  heaven, 
ea rth , hell, th e  m ountains and  th e  rivers ; you will know th e  b irds 
in  the  sky and  all the reptiles ; you will see th e  fish, for the  divine 
force will cause them  to rise to th e  surface. I f  you read  th e  
second form ula, even when you are  in the  tom b, you will have th e  
form  th a t you had on earth  ; yon will even see the  sun rising  in 
th e  sky and his cycle of gods, th e  moon also in its rea l fo rm ” 
The old man tells Satni th a t  th e  book is to be found in a certa in  
k in g 's  tom b in the  necropolis. H e obtains his fa thers s perm is­
sion, and, accom panied by his b ro th er, sets out to find th e  tom b. 
A fte r th ree  davs search he is successful and  goes down into tho 
tomb. T here he found it was qu ite  ligh t, for lig h t em anated  from  
th e  book, T he k ing  was not alone in  the  tom b for his w ife and 
Bon were w ith  h im ; for, a lthough  th e ir  bodies were reposing a t 
Coptos, th e ir  double was w ith him  by v irtue  of th e  book of T h o th .”. 
S atn i is accosted by the  queen to whom he tells his e rran d . She 
advises him  to havo nothing to  do w ith  th e  book and tells him  h er 
history. H e r husband had been a g re a t m agician  and  he h ad  
been recom m ended by an old p rie s t to search for th is w onderful 
book. H e was told it was in  tb e  river a t Coptos, In  o rd er to  
find it  ho m ade a m agic boat filled w ith  w orkm en and  th e ir  tools, 

he recited  a w riting  over them , gave them  life, gave them  
b rea th , and  launched the b o a t” H e said “ w orkm en, w ork for 
me till you come to the  place w here the  book i s /  lh e  th ird  day 
he threw  sand  into the river and  a hollow was m ade in it. I h e n  
he saw swarm s of serpents and  scorpions and  all sorts of rep tiles  
around th e  place where th e  book was, and an e ternal se rp en t w as 
coiled round  the  coffer itself. T hen he recited  a w riting  over th e  
swarm of serpents and they d isap p ea red ; the  e ternal se rp en t re ­
m ained. This he killed th ree  tim es, and  th ree  tim es it cam e to  
life again. A t last he cut its body in to  two pieces and  p u t sand  
betw een them  and  then  the serp en t did no t re tu rn  to  life. T hen 
he took up  th e  coffer containing th e  book. This coffer w as of 
iron  enclosing one of bronze, w ith in  th is w ere four m ore coffers of 
palm  wood, ivory and ebony, silver and  gold respectively . H e  
opened the  book and read the  first form ula and  tlie second one, he  
gave life to his workmen and  to ld  them  to w ork till th ey  cam e 
to th e  place w here his wife was. A rrived  th e re  he showed his 
wife the  book and  she read  th e  tw o form ulas. Then* being  
an  accomplished scribe “ be  h ad  & p iece of v irg in  papyrna 
b ro u g h t; he w rote on it all th e  w ords th a t  w ere in  th e  book, he 
filled the papyrus w ith perfum es an d  dissolved th e  whole in  w ater. 
W hen all was dissolved, he d ran k  aw l kaew  aU th a t  was in  tb® 
w riting/*

Biit a fte rw ards th in g s did not go so smoothlyi T ho th  com plained 
to  R a th a t  his book had  been stoleil and  its g u a rd ian  killed* 
T he prince’s son fell into th e  waters H is fa ther rend a w ritin g  
?ind m ade him  reap p ear, and he also m ado him reveal all th a t  
had  passed betw een  T hoth  and  Ra. T hey then  re tu rned  to Coptos 
to  bury  the  child. As they  wero proceed ing  on their1 journey, 
ju s t  as they  passed  the  place w here th e  boy had  fallen into 
th e  w ater, th e  Wife also fell into the  w ater, and she wa3 also 
buried  a t Coptos. W hen  h er husband* on resum ing the  voyage* 
Arrived a t th e  place w here his wife and  son had  been drow ned, he 
tied  the book on to  his body with a s tr ip  of linen and p lunged  
in to  th e  w ater. H e  w'as tak en  to M em phis and  the  book w as 
b uried  w ith him.

A fte r h earing all these m isfortunes S atn i still Wanted the book, 
and threatened to take it by force if it w ere not g iven  to him.

T hen N o ferk ep h tah  sa t up and to ld  him  th a t if, in spite of 
w hat his wife h ad  said, he still w anted th£ book, he m ust play a t  
fifty-tw o— ap p aren tly  some soi*t of draughts* Satn i was bea ten  
th ree  tim es and th en  he seized N oferkeph tah  and told hi3 b ro th e r 
to  go home and  fe tch  th e  talism ans of P h ta h  and his books of 
m agic. Tho b ro th e r d id  so, placed the  books and talism ans on 
his b ro th er’s b reas t and  then  died. S a tn i go t th e  book b u t was 
w arned  th a t he would have to b rin g  it  back  again . This also w as 
th e  advice his fa th e r  th e  k in g  gave him, as soon as he had  to ld  
his story. A fte r  Various m isadventures S atn i came to the con­
clusion th a t th e  possession of the  book was dangerous and so he 
took it back to th e  tom b. N oferkeph tah  was very  glad to g e t his 
book again  and asked  S atn i to go to Coptos and  bring thence th e  
bodies of his wife and  child, for a lthough by m agic a r t  they w ere 
p resen t iu the  tom b a t M emphis and, as we have seen, could speak  
to  visitors, i t  was no t quite  the  same th in g  as if th e ir bodies h ad  
been actually  in  th e  tolnb. S atn i w ent to Coptos b u t had  some 
difficulty in finding the  tom b. N oferkeph tah  therefore appeared  
to  him  in th e  guise of an old m an and  told him  w here the  bodies 
w ere to be found. S atn i took them  w ith  him  to M emphis and 
laid  them  beside th e  rem ains of N oferkephtah* I t  is notew orthy 
th a t  in th is sto ry  Satn i is said to be able to read  the  m agical 
W ritings on the  tem ple walls, these being  incom prehensible to  
others. N oferkephtah  seems tooWe liis superiority  to Satni th ro u g h  
his having  swallowed the  papyrus on w hich lie had  copied th e  
form ulas.
• €< How T houtii took th e  tow n of Jo p p a ’* contains a fore-shadow ­
in g  of the sta tagem  employed by A li B aba in  the  A rabian  N ig h ts. 
Jo p p a  had  re fo lted  and m assacred its g a rr iso n / The governor 
bf f th e  N orth  sen t the  k in g  a m essage to th is effect and a council 
faas held. A p p aren tly  it  was not th o u g h t advisable to p roceed 
against^’1 the rebel by sending troops in the  ordinary  Way- 
Thoiitii' vo lunteered  to g e t back th e  town foi  ̂ the  k ing . H e  
aiconiplisliced th is ob jec t by in troducing  1 soldiers concealed in  
large^ja^s into the  town. T aking  ad van tage  of a favourable Op* 
■portunity these fell upon the inhab itan ts  and m ade theniselves 
m asters of the place. •



; “ Tlie A dventures of S inouhit” give an  account of a fugitive 
from E gypt. H e comes to the  country  of Tonou w here he rem ainsv 
about a year. Then the ru ler of th a t country  “ because he knew  
my valour and  had heard my m erit spoken of” offered to  take, 
Jiim into his service. S inouhit rep lied  to th is offer in  an elegan t 
poem, and th e  chief gave him  one of his daugh ters to  wife and 
also gave him  lands and o ther possessions. H e was also g iven 
the  command of the  troops, and  in fac t seems to have been th e  
c h ie fs  r ig h t hand in everything. One day, one of th e  braves 
of Tonou challenged him to m ortal com bat. S inouhit says “ he was 
a  hero w ithout a second.” The p rince deliberated  w ith  S inouhit 
as to w hat was to be done “ I  said : I  am  not his b ro th e r, I  keep 
fa r from  his house; have I  ever opened his door or crossed his 
th reshold  ? H e is some jealous fellow who th inks him self called 
upon to despoil me of cats and  goats and  also cows and  to fa ll 
upon my bulls, my sheep and  my oxen to tak e  them  for him self. 
I f  he is some m iserable fellow who w ants to  enrich him self a t my 
expense, no t a Bedouin, and a clever B edouin, th en  le t th e  m a tte r  
be ju d g e d ! B u t if he is a bull who loves b a ttle , a p icked  bull 
who always likes to have the  last w ord, if he has the  h e a r t to 
fight, le t him  Bay the  intention of his h e a r t ! W ill God fo rge t him  
whom he has always favoured up to  now ? I t  is as though the  
provoker w ere already am ong those who sleep on th e  funera l 
b e d ! ”  A nd th en  follows th e  com bat., The w arriors seem to 
have had javelins and bows and  arrow s. Of course S inouhit was 
victorious and  took possession of th e  spoils of th e  vanquished. 
B u t in th e  m idst of all his p rosperity  S inhouhit longs to rev isit 
E gyp t and is g rea tly  deligh ted  w hen he receives a royal o rder 
requesting  h is presence in th a t  country . A ccording to th a t order, 
he  is to leave all his w ealth in  th e  country  of Tonou, as he will 
have esta tes given him  in E g y p t, he is also prom ised th e  b est 
k in d  of funera l when he dies. H e sends a dutifu l rep ly  in w hich 
he requests a num ber of the  gods to  preserve the  k ing  s life, and  
afterw ards he himself goes to E g y p t. T here he receives a court 
appointm ent, lias considerable p ro p erty  allo tted  to him , and  th e  
prospect of a fine funeral. This p a r t we quote as i t  shows exactly  
w hat the  E gyp ta in  idea of a first class funeral was. “ T hey bu ilt 
me a pyram id  of stone in the  m idst of th e  funeral p y ra m id s ; th e  
chief of his m ajesty ’s surveyors chose th e  ground, the  chief of th e  
designers designed  it, the chief of th e  w orkers in stone carved  it, 
th e  chief over the  works executed in  the h ig h  country  trav e rsed  
the land  of E g y p t to seek m ateria ls  necessary  for the  m asonry. 
W hen  they  h ad  done all th a t was necessary  to th e  pyram id  itself) 
peasants w ere given me, an enclosure was m ade for th is pyram id, 
also a p latform , fields in the  in te rio r of th e  funeral dom ain were? 
allotted, as is done for the friends (a p a rticu la r  o rder of courtiers) 
of the first r a n k ;  there  was also a s ta tu e  carved in  go ld  w ith  a  
vermilion robe, and  this was in tro d u ced  by, his m a jesty .”

The story of “ The Shipwrecked M an” is something in th e  style 
of the adventures of Sinbad. T he man is thrown on to an island  
where he finds plenty of excellent fruit and indeed he says “ nothing  
was want ing” . The first thing he did was to dress an altar to

re tu rn  th an k s for his preservation . Suddenly  a large serpen t, 
th ir ty  cubits long, appears to the  man and  requests him to g ive  
an account of him self. The serpen t takes the  m an in his m outh  
and  carries him  to his dwelling. T here the  m an tells the s to ry  
of his shipw reck, an d  th e  serpen t tells him  th a t  he is on the  is land  
of the  double, and  th a t  he m ay w ait th ere  for four m onths and  
th a t  then  th e re  will come a ship from E g y p t on w hich he m ay 
depart. The ship arrives a t the  p red ic ted  tim e and in ta k in g  
leave of him th e  serp en t tells him th a t in two m onths he will re s t 
in his tom b and th is  also falls out as the  serpen t foretold.

The story of R am psinitos, the  clever th ief, is found in H erodotus 
and  is cu rren t in m ost of the  countries of the  world. I t  is the  ta le  
in  which th e  two sons of the  k in g ’s arch itect, being  the only p e r­
sons acquain ted  w ith  th e  secret of the  en trance  to the  treasu re  
house, help them selves to the treasu re . One day one of them  is 
cau g h t in the  tra p  se t by the  k ing, and  tells his b ro ther to cu t off 
his head  and  carry  i t  away th a t both  of them  m ay not be discovered 
and p u t to death . T he k ing  finds th e  headless body and in o rd e r 
to discover the  nam e of its owner, has it exposed publicly w ith  
o rders th a t g u a rd s  shall w atch the  passers-by and apprehend any  
One who appears to  lam ent over it. The b ro ther however m anages 
to  g e t possession of th e  body by a s tra tagem . The k ing  th en  to ld  
his d au g h te r  to receive the  visits of all who chose to call an d  to  
g e t each to recoun t th e  m ost clever tr ick  he had  played. T h e  
th ie f w ent like the o thers. B ut, in  case of accidents he took 
w ith  him  the  hand of a corpse. H e  to ld  the  princess his stdry , 
and  she, according to instructions, a t  once seized him by the  hand , 
b u t th e  th ie f gave  h er th e  hand  of th e  dead man and m ade 
his escape. The k in g  then  prom ised bo th  pardon  and rew ard  to  
th e  th ief if he w ould come forw ard and  avow him self. T h is th e  
th ief did and m arried  the  k in g ’s daugh ter.

The rest of th e  collection is un fo rtunate ly  b u t fragm entary , b u t 
i t  is ev iden t th a t from  the stories quoted above th a t the  E g y p ­
tians had  like o th e r nations a collections of folk-lore legends. Ifc 
m ay be th a t as tim e goes on, o ther papyri m ay be discovered wifch 
sim ilar tales and  th a t  we may then  recognise some old favouites 
in  a new dress.

Maurice F redal.

T H E  T A N J O R E  R O Y A L  L IB R A R Y .

A S the  approaching  foundation of our A dyar O riental L ib ra ry  
m ay become a very  im portan t facto r in  the Srtnskrit rev ival 

jn  Ind ia , and  ns friends will be g lad  to know w hat classes of M S S . 
a re  to  be found in  the  far-fam ed Sarasw ati M ahal, or R oyal 
L ib ra ry  a t T an jo re , we gladly  give space to the  following sum ­
m a r y  of th e  offical Catalogue, compiled for G overnm ent, in  th e  
years 1873 to 1879, by D r. Burnell, Ph. D., for which we a re  
indeb ted  fco Mr. P . N . M uthusaw m y, F . T. S., of Trichinopoly.

In  his P reface  D r. B urnell complains th a t m any useful books 
have been lost th ro u g h  m ism anagem ent and theft. W h a t rem ained  
he collected and  a rranged , and his Catalogue includes the  titles of



’ 12,736 Sanskrit MSS* Copies of any of the  M SS. caii be had  upon 
application to th e  Collector, a t a fixed ra te  per page. D r. B urnell 
B ay s : "  The MSS* described here are  the  resu lt of 300 y ea rs’ col­
lection,* firstly, by the  N ayaks of T a n jo re ; secondly, a f te r  about 
1675, by the  M ahra tta  Princes. Tho MSS* are of very  d ifferen t 
value, and come from  many d ifferen t sources* Some of th e  palm - 
leaf M SS. belong to the  earlier period, b u t th e  g re a te r  p a r t  w ere 
collected in the  las t and presen t centuries. A ll the  N ag ari M SS. 
belong to the  M ah ra tta  times, and  a  large num ber were collected 
a t B enares by  th e  R ajah  Serfojie about fifty years ago. T he rest 
are recen t N ag a ri copies of M SS. in South  In d ian  charac ters . 
One im portan t fac t will a t once be evident from  th is C atalogue—* 
the  g rea t pn rt tak en , during  la te r  tim es, in South  Ind ia , in  the 
developm ent of S an sk rit lite ra tu re . M ore has been done, in  th is  
way, du ring  th e  p as t thousand years in th e  South  th a n  in  th e  
N orth . ” ^

Follow ing is D r. B urnell’s ab rid g ed  classification 
I . — V e d i c  L i t e r a t u r e .

I .  Sam hitas and  B rahm anas and  Com m entaries, etc., on them  :—■
(a.) R igveda, (b) Y aju rveda (Black), (c) Y aju rv ed a  (W hite), 

(d) Sam aveda, (e) A tharvaveda .
I I .  S u tras, &c.

(a.) S u tras, (b) Prayogas for special rites.
I I I .  U p an ishads— (65) in num ber).
IV . V edangas—

(1.) C handas or P ingala  S u tra , (2) Jyo tishe, (3) Cixa (Panim ya) 
I I .— M o d e r n  S a n s k r i t  L i t e r a t u r e .

A. Technical L ite ra tu re—
I. G ram m ar. I I .  Lexicography. I I I .  P r o s o d y .  IV . Rhetoric*

V . Music, D aucing, &c. V 1. A rch itec tu re, &c. V II . M edi­
cine. V I I I .  A stronom y and  A strology.

B. Philosophy—
A . Purvam im am sa. B. V edan ta , or U ttaram im am sa. (a) 

O rthodox School of S ankaracharya . (6) V isish ta-adw aita  
system  of R am anuja, (c) D w aita School of A n an d a th irth a .
(d) Saiva System. C. Sankhya System . D.. Y oga System . 
E . Logical System (n) N yaya of G outam a. (b) V a isesh th a  
System . F . B uddhistic  and  Ja in i System .

C L.D harm a S a s tra .. .
I. O riginal Sm ritis (33) 1

I I .  t)igests . *
I I I .  D issertations on special topics.

(a.) j A kara , (b) K atan irnaya , (cj D ana, ^cZ/Niti, (e) P raysch i- 
tha, (f) Y yavahara, fg j S faddha, (h) Special r itu a ls . , 

D. K avya (Artificial Poetry) and  N a tak as (Drama) ;
I. M aha K avyas. I I . K avyas, including  R hetorical ComposH 

tion  in  Prose. Ill*  S a tak as and A nthologies. I V. Collec*; 
tions of popular Tales. V. D ram atic Poems (N atakas).
' I I I .— E p i c  P o e m s ,  P u r a n a s  a n d  T a n t r a s *

A. Epics. . . .
B, Puranic L iteraturei

I. Puranas. II. S to tras and trac ts  connected w ith them .
111. M iscellaneous P u ran ic  works, ab rid g m en t, &c.

C. T an tric  L ite ra tu re ,
I . T an tras. I I .  D igests an d  Com pilations.

T H E  8 E E R E 8 S  O F  P R E V O R S T .

N O m odern trea tise  upon Psychology or abnorm al nervou* 
phenom ena would be com plete unless it  took note of th e  

h istory  and psychical peculiarities of th is m arvellous personage. 
In  w hatever lig h t her case is view ed, i t  is unique, and  we can 
scarcely ren d er a m ore im portan t service to, a t least, our A sia tic  
readers, th an  by g iv ing  som ew hat full particu lars of its  varied  
aspects.

The woman was a tru e  seeress, or v isionary— one who beholds 
th in g s of th e  inner realm , or sub jective side of na tu re , th a t a re  
h idden  from  the  physical eye. She could not only see persons and  
th in g s a t a d istance from  th e  place w here she lay ill in b e d ; no t 
only see phantom s of th e  Shadow -W orld, long-dead  as well as 
recen tly-dead , and  discover lost p roperty , h idden  stream s of 
w ater, and  beds of m inerals ; not only de tec t diseases in h er v isi­
to rs  and prescribo the  p roper rem edies in each c a s e ; b u t h e r 
psychic vision ex tended  th roughou t space, into the  realm  of th e  
cosmic forces, whose p lay  and  correlations, w ith the ir connection 
w ith  sp iritual laws, she professed the  ab ility  to sc ru tin iz e ; and , 
anon, assum ing a prophetic  character, i t  enabled her to p rognosti­
cate com ing events w ith an accuracy which proves her r ig h t to  
th e  title  by w hich she is best know n in lite ra tu re . A m ong 
u  m edium s,” or agen ts for the  objective d isplay of th e ir pow ers b y  
th e  denizens of the  O ther W orld, she takes h igh  place, th e  
phenom ena occurring  in  her presence h av ing  been of a m ost 
s trik in g  k ind . A nd, in  fac t, th is la tte r  is a circum stance to be 
k e p t well in m ind, for h er unm istakable  m edium ship, since i t  
im plies a psychic condition, the reverse of th a t  dem anded for th e  
a tta in m en t of adep tsh ip  (S iddha  puncsha j, w arran ts the  closest 
scru tiny  of h e r revelations of o ther-w orld order. The m edium  
should never be depended upon like the  developed adep t, fo r h is  
m ind and conscience are enslaved by an outside controlling p o w e r; 
hence he is irresponsible, and  may be, unconsciously, a  deceiver. 
H isto ry  affords num erous and  te rrib le  w arn ings ag a in s t accep ting  
“  spectre  testim ony” and  th e  evidence of m edium s ag a in s t an  
accused person. T he foulest w rongs have been done to  th e  
innocent th ro u g h  th is  agency, an d  th e  m ost puerile  nonsense 
ta u g h t and treasu red  u p  as D ivine revelations th ro u g h  hysterio- 
ep ilep tics who have founded religious sects. B u t as th e  considera­
tion  of th is  su b jec t would tak e  us aw ay from  th a t  now in h an d , 
le t us resum e ou r account of th e  suffering , am iable, and w onderful 
being  know n as tho  S eeress of P revorst.*

* The materials for thia article are mainly drawn from an excellent translation’ 
of this work, published at London in the year 1845, by Mias Catherine Crowe, 
nutlior of “ The Night Side of Nature.’*



• From  the biographical memoir com piled by her medical d irec to r, 
Dr. Justinus K eruer, Chief Physician  of W einsberg , the follow ing 
facts are derived. The em inent ch a rac ter of this pious and learn^ 
ed man w arran ts the most perfec t confidence in his narra tiv e . 
“ He is,” says his transla tor, “ well known in G erm any as an 
exceedingly sensible, amiable, and  religious m an.” T h a t he was 
not credulous is seen iu the fac t th a t  “ however ultim ately  con­
vinced* he seems long to have doubted  ; whi 1st he freely adm its 
the im possibility of absolute conviction On the  p a r t  of those who 
have never had any ocular testim ony th a t such appearances are  
perm itted .”  There are not w an ting  pseudo-critics who, finding it  
im possible to successfully a ttack  his veracity , reso rt to the  clap­
trap  device of im pugning his sagacity  : a m ethod so tran sp aren tly  
w eak as to deceive no one who has any experience w hatever ii\ 
such investigations, yet one th a t is persisted  in, like th a t  of p e lting  
an orato r w ith stones when his a rgum ents prove unansw erable !

M argare t Hauffe, the  Seeress, was .born in the year 1801, in th e  
v illage of Prevorsfc, a small ham let in  the m ountain  d is tric t of 
W irtem berg , C4ermany. L ike th e  Scottish  H igh landers, these  
hillsm en are som ewhat sub jec t to nervous derangem ents in 
th e ir younger days, which som etim es tak e  the  form  of a nervous 
epidemic. A t a village called N euhuette , all the  ch ildren  of th e  
neighbourhood have been known to suffer w ith a sim ultaneous ou t­
b reak  of th is sort, and to fall into convulsive shudderings accom ­
panied by  rhy thm ic  swayings of th e  body, which last for an hour 
or two. The pow er of discovering springs of w ate r by m eans of 
the  divin ing-rod is also common am ong these m ountaineers. 
Sometimes th e  ca ttle  a t pastu re  will be suddenly seized w ith  an 
inexplicable excitem ent, increasing  even to tem porary  m ad n ess; 
and when the  atm osphere is in  a  condition to provoke th is 
phenom enon, not only are th e  children  a ttack ed  w ith  th e ir  
nervous epidem ic, b u t even the fu rn itu re  and dom estic utensils in tho  
houses move about, knock together* and  fly from you if you p u t 
ou t a  hand to  touch them . D ’A ssier, in  noticing these w onders, 
a ttrib u te s  them  to a vegetable electric ity  developed in  these 
m ountains, whose initial action > m ay possibly be due to ordi'r 
n ary  electricity . Dr. K erner' observed th a t  a t  such tim es 
his p a tien t, M ag are t Hauffe, d isp layed  an  unusual oxalta tion  
of th e  nervous sensations. I t  w as, doubtless, th e  coun try  of all 
o thers m ost likely to produce such a  sensitive and seeress as she. 
From  the  earliest age she disclosed a; facu lty  of presentim ent) 
principally  in th e  form of p rophe tic  dream s. I f  her fa th e r  h ad  
lost any ob jec t sho would discover ifc in a  dream  and  po in t ou t 
w here it! could bb found. A s a  child , if she held  a hazel-wood 
rod in  h e r hands and  walked over t.he g round , th e  rod  would be-y 
come m ysteriously ag ita ted  w henever she was passing  over a  b e^  
of mineral o r a  sp rin g  of, w ater; E ven  w ithout th e  rod, she would 
be affected sometimes w ith nervous shudderings w hen passing  
such spots, and  she had a horro r of g raveyards, because th e  au ra  
of tho corpses bu ried  there affected h er m ost pow erfully. W hat 
terrified her p a re n ts . more th an  an y th in g  was th a t  as a child  she 
sa^v spectres coming and going am idst th e  liv in g ,-o u t of doors as

Well as in houses, churches, and  elsewhere. She saw them  as if  
confined to certa in  rooms and they  would tell h e r— for she was w hat 
th e  H indus call a, Rakshasa-gana  (ghost-seer)— where th ey  h ad  
b u ried  treasu re  or h idden papers th a t  they  wished the ir h e irs ’ 
to  possess, or w here the  corpse of some victim  of theirs h ad  
been stealth ily  in te rred , w ithout religious ceremonies, and beg her* 
to  take steps to  procure decent sepu ltu re  and  priestly  offices fo r 
them , so th a t they  them selves m igh t obtain  th e  re s t until then  denied 
them . She would sometimes describe spectres th a t none b u t 
herself could see, and  h e r visions w ere ascribed  to an unhealthy  
childish fancy, b u t long afterw ard  o th er clairvoyants who had 
never heard  of M arg are t’s descriptions w ould sometimes see tho 
identical phantom s. A  case of th is k ind  occurred in the Castle of 
Low enstein. T hey  w ere to  h er so real as to  excite no te rro r, even 
th e  first she ever Baw; to all in ten ts  and  purposes they  were liv ing  
beings. A li investiga to rs of m odern spiritualistic  phenom ena 
can say th e  sam e as to  th e  appearance of th e  “  m aterialized 
sp irits” — phantom s clothed tem porarily  w ith  a form composed 
of solidified e ther. I f  a s tran g e r had , for exam ple, looked into tho 
door of th e  room w here, every evening for several weeks, I  was 
investiga ting  th e  “ E ddy  m ateria lisations,”  he would never have 
been able to  d istingu ish  any difference as to ex ternal appearance 
betw een th e  solidified phantom s and  the  liv ing  spectators.

She was a  young woman of h ig h  sp iritua l aspirations, and as 
she grew  in age th is h ab it of th o u g h t grew  upon her. F o r 
m arriage  she h ad  no predilection yet, a t  th e  solicitation of her 
paren ts and  connections, she engaged  herself to Mr. Hauffe, a  
good m an, who proved a k ind  and  sym path izing  husband. H e r 
m arriage  took her to K urnbach  to reside, and  h e r b iographer th in k s 
th e  change from  h e r h igh  m ountain  home, whose b rac ing  and  
e lectrical a ir m ade h e r grow  up a  healthy , rosy-cheeked m aiden, 
to  a low and  gloom y situation, su rrounded  by m ountains, w rought 
a  to ta l change in  h e r constitution. She becam e afflicted w ith  
spasm s and  h e r h ea lth  and  s tren g th  gave way. For a sensitive, 
angelic n a tu re  like hers, refined to a  degree and th irsting  a fte r 
th e  inner life, i t  was to rtu re  to be forced to externalise her 
consciousness, and  share the  ignoble details of domestic du ty  
w ith  th e  hum an clods about her— persons whose h ighest aspiration  
was to  roast, spin or dress b e tte r  th an  th e ir  neighbours. T he 
struggle, was too m uch a t  last, and  she took to h er bed and— could 
th en  pass in to  h e r in terio r s ta te  and soar to em pyrean heights. 
T hen  followed seven years of m agnetic life, w ith rare and only 
ap p aren t in tervals; D uring  th e  six th  and  last the  dear old 
D octor K ern er h ad  h e r in charge, and  to th is fact is the  w orld 
indeb ted  for th e  charm ing  biographical and  medical m em oir 
under notice. One n igh t, a t th e  outset of th is  period* she saw  
Jhe phantom  of h e r  g randm other in  h e r room, silently looking 
a t her, and  th reo  d a y s , a f te r  th e  news of tlia t lady’s d e a th  
reached  her. M edicinesf failing  to restore her health , recourse  
was had to  m esm eric passed, which for a  tim e did lidr good. 
A  peasan t’s wife seems to have had  an aura , or psychic 
sphere, m ost an tip a th e tic  to  her, as by sim ply laying her hand



upon Madam©. H auffe’s head , the  la tte r  was throw n into terrib le  
convulsions. H er child, too, b e ing  fed  w ith some m ilk w hich th is 
woman insisted upon adm in istering  herself, was seized w ith 
spasms, and  from  th a t tim e was affected by periodical convulsions 
of the limbs until its death , a t  the  age of six m onths. The poet 
may am use himself w ith his descrip tions of affected fine ladies who

“ Die of a rose, in arom atic pain”

*—b u t th e  nervous sensibilities of psychics of M adam e H auffe’a 
class are  so exquisite th a t th ey  suffer indescribable agony in  the 
presence of persons who em it a coarse anim al au ra  from their 
bodies. W e ta lk  of m artyrs who perish  in to rtu re  a t the  stake, or 
upon the  rack , bu t the daily  m artyrdom  of some m edium s and 
som nam bules by the  an tipa the tic  exhalations from visitors, houses, 
fu rn itu re , and  public conveyances, if slower, is no less intense. 
T here  are  persons, says P rof. D enton* who “ are like w alking 
cess-pools, poisoning everyw here th e  sp iritual a tm o sp h e re ; while 
o thers, like roses, diffuse a  delicious fragrance  around  them .” 
t o r  years th e  Seeress of P rev o rst had  to endure th e  malicious 
innuendos of the  ignoran t hum an anim als who could no t im agine 
any  one possessing nerves m ore keen  than  th e ir own w hip-cord- 
like filam ents, b u t m aterialistic science is a t th is m om ent collecting, 
in  the  g re a t hospitals of P ran ce  and  o ther countries, a mass of 
results of experim ental observations upon hysteriacs and  epileptics 
which, when collated, will tho rough ly  v indicate h er m em ory and 
th a t of D r. K erner. N ot only to  physical auras was th e  Seeress 
hyper-sensitive, she was equally affected by bra in , or though t, 
waves, and  would be th row n in to  a  profound trance , w ith  or 
w ithout convulsive crises by  tau n ts , gibes, and  even ill-na tu red  
feelings shown tow ards her. Once, th ere  was a  dancing  p a rty  
in  the house, and one of th e  m erry-m akers, com ing to h er room, 
found her a t prayers, w hereupon she laughed a t her. This rude  
b reak  in  h e r religious m editations caused such a  nervous shock 
th a t she “ became as cold and  stiff as a corpse.”  F o r a  long tim e 
no resp ira tion  was pe rcep tib le ; a t length , th ere  was a  ra ttlin g  
in  her th roat. B aths and o ther rem edies were applied, and  she 
revived, b u t only to continued suffering. I  should ju d g e  from 
th is  account th a t she was “ ou t of th e  body” when th e  unwelcome 
visitor’s sudden entrance recalled  h e r w ith a shock th a t  p rostra ted  
h er physically, and  m igh t have killed  her. I t  is m ost dangerous 
to  th u s b reak  in upon a  psychic who is in  th e  sta te  of the 

.u  p ro jec ted  D ouble,”  th a t is, ou t of the  body : I  have seen such 
persons under sim ilar circum stances m ost violently  affected, and 
by  p lacing  my hand  over th e  h e a r t have found i t  bea tin g  like a 
trip -ham m er. T he B urm ans have  re ta ined  th is  trad itio n  a t  least 
from th e ir  T ibetan  forefa thers . N o th in g  will induce them  to  
awaken a  person, even from  n a tu ra l sleep. T hey believe th a t in  
sleep the life, or self, leaves th e  body in  the form of a  “ bu tterfly - 
spirit” (leyp-bya) to w ander about, and  th a t  if th e  sleeper be 
Suddenly recalled to outer consciousness, the th read  betw een th e
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leyp-bya and  its physical house m ay be snapped , and  both  will 
then  die.

 ̂By degrees, as M adam e, H auffe took less and less food h er 
v ita lity  began  to recuperate  itself by absorb ing  the  nerve-aura of 
those around her. T he m em bers of h e r  own family w ere m ost 
preyed  upon, and  some becam e so exhausted  in the  process th a t  
they  would feel like fa in tin g  if they  rem ained in the  room for any 
g re a t leng th  of tim e. She had become a living vampire, I t  is not so 
generally  know n as it  should be th a t th is process of m utual 
exchange of au ras occurs w henever two persons approach  each 
o ther n earer th a n  to the distance of two cubits. The A th arv a  
V eda w arns us no t to  come nearer th a n  th a t to certa in  sick persons, 
as we are  liable to absorb the  germ s of th e ir  diseases. C hildren  
should never upon any  account be allowed to sleep w ith  the  aged , 
nor strong  ad u lts  w ith w eak ones. As th e  w ater in a full ta n k  
dra ins in to  an em pty one, when connected by a proper channel, 
so does s tren g th  d ra in  away from  th e  hea lthy  to th e  deb ilita ted .

A bout th e  tim e we speak of th e  phenom ena of m edium ship 
occurred  in M adam e H auffe’s presence, and  thenceforw ard continued 
in te rm itten tly  to th e  close of her life. A rtic les whose n e a r 
neighborhood to  h e r— through  th e ir au ras—was injurious, “ w ere 
rem oved by  an unseen h a n d ;  such ob jec ts,— a silver spoon, for 
exam ple— would be percep tib ly  conveyed from her h and  to a  
m ore convenient distance, and  la id  upon a p la te  ; not throw n, fo r 
the  th in g s passed  slowly th ro u g h  th e  air, as lifted  by invisible 
agency .” Glasses and  bottles would be taken  from  the  tab le  an d  
laid  upon th e  floor, and  also papers in her fa th e r’s s tu d y ; an d  
som etim es they  w ere flung a fte r him . S trange noises w ero 
h eard — as knockings on the walls and  on barre ls  in the cellars, 
th row ing  of g ravel and stones, ro lling  of balls, and  even som etim es 
a  m usical sound like th a t of a triang le . The spectres becam e 
visible, now and  then , to  others as well as herself. D r. K e rn e r 
saw such an apparition . The lig h ted  candlestick  would be seen 
m oving abou t w ith  no one touching  it. T here would be th e  loud 
tram p lin g  of footsteps on the  sta irs  and in  the  rooms and passages ; 
le t them  secure a  door as tig h tly  as possible, even by ty in g  i t  
With cords,— it would be found open in th e  m o rn in g ; an d  
th o u g h  they  ra n  im m ediately to th e  place when they° h e a rd  
th e  door opened and slammed to, th ey  could see nobody. So i t  
was when they  would run  to see who was dash ing  the  billets of 
wood about, or sm ashing the  p lates on th e  floor, or k ind ling  a  
crack ling  fire in th e  o v e n : they  could see nobody, nor w aa 
an y th in g  in ju red  or ou t of p lace ; all was m aya . A  certain, 
spectre— “ a sho rt figure, w ith a  dark  cowj and an old-looking 

<:w rinkled  face” —rwho said he was a m urderer nnd e a r t h - b o r i n d  
(-—ja u n te d  and  annoyed her w ith incessaht im portunities to  
, p ra y  for him. H is appearance was always preceded by k n o ck ings 
on the  walls, noises in the  air, and o ther sounds, w hich w ero 

r heard  by u tw en ty  crpdible w itnesses.” H e would approach  
and  te rrify  h er even in tlie fields. ' rlSvO instances hre g iven  when 
being thus approached, she ra th e r  flew than  ran  tow ards home*
“  so th a t those w ith  her could not follow, nor could they  se e 'h e r



feet touch the ground.”  A  curious fea tu re  of her psychic relation 
w ith this phantom  seems to have escaped Dr. K e rn e ls  notice, viz., 
i ts  identity  w ith  th a t betw een a  “ psychologized” m esm eric sub­
jec t and his m esm eriser. “ She once asked him  [th e  phantom ] if 
he could hear o ther people speak  as well as h er.”  H e answ ered, 
•“ I  hear them through you. W h en  you hear others, you th in k  w hat 
ih e y  speak, and  I  read  your th o u g h ts .” E xactly  sim ilar is th e  case 
<with th e  sub jec t and m esm eriser— w hat the  la tte r  hears, smells, 
tastes, o r feels, the  other does by reflex sym pathetic  action upon 
his nervous system. B ut if he so chooses, the  m esm eriser can 
p rev en t th is transm ission of sensations by sim ply w illing  it  so 
w ith  sufficient m ental in tensity . I t  has been averred  num berless 
tim es th a t .mediumship can be b roken  up by a determ ined  exer­
cise of th e  will and  resistance to th e  influence of th e  obsessing 
pisacha, or f control’— to use th e  can t spiritualistic  term . Cases of 
th e  k ind  are noticeable in M adam e H auffe’s h istory. H e r fa th e r’s 
house form ed p a r t  of an old ca thed ra l, and  th is  was h au n ted  by 
spectres, am ong them  th a t of a k n ig h t, of about fifty years of age, 
and  an  ang ry  countenance. “ Go w ith m e,”  said— or ra th e r  breathed, 
as Bhe described it— the spectre , “ thou canst loosen m y bonds.” 

I  will not go w ith thee,”  she replied, sp ring ing  in to  the  bed 
w here her siste r and the m aid-servant lay. They could see 
no th ing , b u t th e  m aid going to  th e  bed  th a t M adam e H , h ad  left, 
an d  covering herself up, th e  bed-clothes were forcibly pulled  from  
h er by an  unseen hand. T hey w ere then  le ft to sleep quietly . On 
th e  following n igh t, the hau n tin g  ghost re tu rned , and  b rea th ed  fo rth  
to  her. “ I f  thou  goest not w ith  me, I  will fling thee  ou t of the  
window.” She said— “ In  th e  nam e of Jesus, do i t ; ” w hereon 
.the form  disappeared, b u t p resen tly  re tu rned , say ing— “ I  will 
cast thee into th e  deep cellar.”  She m ade the sam e a n sw e r; w here­
on it  again  vanished, bu t re tu rn ed  a th ird  tim e, th rea ten in g  to 
•Ftab h e r ; b u t, on her saying, “  T hou h as t not th e  pow er to  do it ,”  
i t  d isappeared, and retu rned  no more for th ree  n igh ts. H ad  she 
been  less courageous and firm she would have been th e  helpless 
m edium — otherwise, victim— of th is phantom , and p robably  been 
•used by  a succession of as bad , and  ultim ately  worse, ones until 
th ey  had  killed  her. This one too was a m urderer— a fra tric id e—- 
an d  wished h er to go with him , unearth  some w ritings and  coins 
th a t  he had  buried , and give them  to those concerned. T h ere­
upon, he said, he should have rest. B ut she cured  him  of his ea rth - 
,b in d ing  in  ano ther way : she p rayed  ferven tly  w ith  him  a fte r 
'the C hristian form ulas for seven consecutive n ig h ts , aroused his 
la te n t sp iritual potentialities, m ade him  detach  his th o u g h ts  from  
th e  h idden  papers and money and  tu rn  them  upon h ig h er th ings, 
and  th e  end was, we are to ld , th a t  he a t last d isappeared  for 
good and all. I t  was an im prom ptu Shraddha  cerem ony, as a  
H indu  would say, and so i t  w as, and  we m ay pause a  m om ent to 
point to th e  fac t th a t w hatever efficacy th e re  m ay be in  any 
Shraddha, i t  will be largely , if no t quite  a lto g e th er, due to 
the  relation i t  bears to the  lingering  consciousness of th e  preta, 
o r  soul, in  th e  first trans-sepulchral state. H indus m ust be freed  
by H indu m antram s, M oham m edans by the  p rayers of th e ir  sect,

C hristians by those of the irs , and  so on. Tho p ray e r acts 
dynam ically  by arousing  la ten t m en ta l energy in th e  su rv iv in g  
phantom , w hich b reaks the  bonds of re s tra in t and  perm its  i t  to  
pass th ro u g h  tho pen iten tia l Shadow  L an d  to the  nex t evolu tion­
ary  stage. H ence th e  phantom  responds only to its  own fam ili- 
lia r evocational form ularies. U nless— th e  p riest o r w hoever else 
perform s th e  cerem ony have lea rn t th e  secret of controlling th e  
elem entaries and  elem entals, and  forcing  them  to do his b idd ing .

A  second child  being  born to h e r  while in a h igh ly  abnorm al 
psychical condition, th e  in fan t, especially during  th e  first w eek 
of his life, alw ays slept in the  a ttitu d e  she assum ed in h e r m ag­
netic sleep— nam ely, w ith arm s and  fee t crossed. H e  was also 
endowed w ith  his m other’s unhappy  g ift of g h o st-see in g : he was 
a  congenital R&kshfisas-gani. M edium ship, second-sight, and  o ther 
psychic developm ents appear to be h e red ita ry  : K ate  F o x ’s boy 
baby w rote m edium iatically while in  the  cradle, the  m other of th e  
E ddy  b ro th e rs  was a c lairvoyant and  ghost-seer, H om e’s m other 
Was the  sam e, and most) m ediums, I  th ink , say th e ir  s ta te  is h e red ­
itary . The people about M adam e H auffe a t th is second ly ing- 
in , finding th a t  no m edical trea tm en t seemed likely  to  stop h e r  
spasm s and  convulsious, w hich w earied  and disgusted  them , 
becam e convinced th a t she was bew itchcd. They called in  an 
exorcist-doctor, who gave h e r “ a g reen  pow der,” which she in stinc­
tively  revolted  a t  tak ing , but (< they forced her.” She was th row n 
in to  a crisis of S t. V itu s’s dance ! lay  long in  s tu p o rs ; anon spoke 
in  an u n n a tu ra lly  shrill voice, h igh  G erm an— the language of polite 
society and  no t used am ong h e r peasant-class— and “ a s tran g e  
language, w hich she also wrote, and  which she called her in n e r 
tongue. W h en  she spoke th is  language, she was in  a half-w ak ing  
s ta te ; and  w hen she wished to speak  in  th e  o rd inary  m anner, she 
made some magnetic passes on herself.”  W ith  the  pow der th e  m an 
sen t h e r an  am ulet of black-lead (plum bago), w hich h ung  to a  
trip le  th read . H e compelled them  to send him a m essage abou t 
her every F rid ay — to keep up the m esm eric cu rren t betw een them  ; 
and  although  he was a t a d istance of seven hours from  her, she 
could tell in  h er sleep w hat he was th in k in g  about her. “ H e  
th rea ten s,” she said, “ th a t if I  do no t inv ite  him to come himself, he 
will stick  needles into certa in  p lan ts in  his cellar, w hereby I  shall 
become m ore subject to him, and suffer m ore anxiety and uneasi­
ness.” In  h e r sleep she did w rite to him , and he came. H o h ad  
a  coarse, repulsive aspect “  w ith b rig h t, bull-like eyes”— the eyes  
of a  strong , coarse m esm eriser, in  short. She begged h er friends 
to  p reven t his tak in g  hold of h er hand , b u t he did it in sp ite  of 
them , w hereupon th e  hand  “ becam e b en t and contracted  in th e  
m ost frig h tfu l m anner,” and  could no t be relaxed u n til she 
h ad  d ipped i t  in  runn ing  w ater, and  washed it  in  w arm  
wine. The am ulet seems to have been possessed by an  evil 
influence, for i t  “ would occasionally, of its own accord, u n ­
touched by  any  one, run  about h er head, b reast, an d  bed 
covering, like a living th ing , so th a t they  had  to pick i t  up  from  th e  
floor and resto re  it  to h e r.” This was seen by m any w itnesses. 
D r. K erner opened and  exam ined it when he took charge  of th e



case, and found it to contain assafoetida, sabina, cyanus, two s tra ­
monium seeds, a small m agnet, and a piece of paper, on w hich 
was w ritten  a pious sentence.”  Ono can reasonably ju d g e  from  tho 
composition of th is talism an, o r taviz , w herein its  m agical efficacy 
was contained. Assafoetida, in  m edicine, is used as an antispas- 
tnodic, sabina as a stim ulan t ( t  am not clear upon th is point, 
having no Pharmacopoeia to  re fe r to : the  p lan t belongs to th e  ! 
Ju n ip e r fam ily), cyanus is a narco tic  poison, and stram onium  th e  * 
same, and  a v iru len t one. R ecen t experim ents in  th e  F ren ch  - 
hospitals prove th a t the  au ra  of ce rta in  p lants, th e ir  ex trac ts  and 
com pounds, will pow erfully affect hystero-epileptics, even from  v 
a  d istance, and  w hen contained  in  b o ttle s ; and  an investi- t 
ga tion  in to  th e  composition of sorcerers’ talism ans in  A frica, , 
A sia, E urope, and am ong th e  R ed  In d ian  trib es  of A m erica, f. 
also, if I  rem em ber a rig h t, shows th a t th e  m ost pow erful 
narco tics and  o ther nerve-stim ulan ts are com m only used for p 
the  purpose. A ccording to  th e  analyses of A ndre  L ag u n a  and  \ 
C ardan the  ‘ W itch-Salves’ w ith  w hich sorceresses w ere w ont to ; 
anoint th e ir  bodies to b rin g  on th e ir  h o rrid  ecstasies w ere compo- j 
sed of hem lock, hyosciamus, n ig h t-shade , and m andragora . In  th is  
p resen t instance m ay it  not be th a t  the  vegetab le  substances w ere ( 
in tended  to pow erfully excite th e  seeress’ nerves, while th e  enchain ­
ing  of h e r will by th a t of the so rcerer was to be effected by th e  mes-' 
m eric potency he infused into th e  paper, augm ented  by  the  actio^ 
of th e  m agnet, and k ep t up by th e  w eekly in tercourse betw een him ­
self and his in tended  victim  ? U pon so super-sensitive an organism  
as hers i t  would be easy to  o pera te  ‘ m ag ica lly / provided  th a t 
her sp iritual forces did not pow erfully  revolt ag a in st his influence.

M adam e H auffe now came u n d er D r. K erner’s care, and  he m ade 
a  m ost serious m istake at th e  very  com m encem ent. B eing a to ta l 
disbeliver in  h e r sp iritual insigh t, and  th in k in g  th a t she was b u t a 
sham m ing or a t best a ha llucinated  hysteriac, he refused  to allow 
any  rem edies prescribed by h e r  for herself when in the  clairvoyant 
s ta te , to  be tried . H e prescribed  th e  reg u la r course of m edical 
trea tm en t, and made a nice mess of th e  case. S he grew  worse and  
worse, h e r  periods of trance-life w ere increased instead  of being ,' 
jas he had expected, dim inished, and  when he s te rn ly  to ld  h e r th a t  
she m ust give lip h e r vagaries, she was so strongly  and  unfavorably  
affected th a t she was b ro u g h t to  death ’s door. The D octor 
found th a t “  th e  very sm allest doses of m edicine always p roduc­
ed iii h e r effects the  Reverse” of w hat he had  expected* , and she 
exhib ited  the'm otet alarm ing sym ptom s. H is conversion t6  th e 1 
bccAlt, hence the  only sensible, th eo ry  of h er case was g rad u a lly  
’forced upon him  by experience, b u t only a f te r  h av in g  inflicted 
u p o n -h e r a world of m isery by  hia stubborn  : professional sci- 
'olism* In  his and others’ igno rance  of 'a u r ic  law^, h e r * sick­
b e d  was' allowed1 to be approached  by  all sorts ofj people; th e  
m ixture- of :whose m esm eric atiras acted  m ost powerfully' and  
tanple&sanUy tipon^ hei* > she was b ro u g h t iilto so 'unusual and  
abnorm al a condition, th a t she could no longer exifct by" hef own 
nervous energy, b u t only by  th a t  borrow ed from  o th e r people.’* 
Tyros in  mesmerism should bew are  of hav ing  m ore th an  one oi4

two persons w ith in  a d istance of five yftrds from th e ir  sub ject, 
and  these should be sym pathetic  w ith both  the  la tte r and  them selves. 
A  m em ber of our Bom bay B ranch  who is an extrem ely sensitive 
m esm eric subject, was so pow erfully en tranced  one evening  by 
th e  u  cross m agnetism s,” or com m ingling auras of th e  th ree  or 
four score m em bers p resen t, th a t I  could only save him from  
pow erful spasm odic convulsions by ta k in g  him  into th e  open a ir  
and  em ploying the  full force of my som ew hat tra ined  will-power 
upon him . H ow p a th e tic  is th e  descrip tion  of th e  seeress’s 
sufferings as re la ted  by h e r b io g ra p h e r!  “ I t  was affecting, he 
says, to  see w ith  w hat earnestness, w hen she was asleep, she 
sought th e  m eans of h e r own c u r e ; and  the  physician  m ig h t 
blush to see how m uch m ore efficacious m eans she p rescribed  for 
herself, th a n  he and  his pharm acopoeia could fu rn ish .” W hen, a t 
last, D r. K e rn e r’s common sense could listen  to the  im pulses of 
his k ind  h ea rt, and  he determ ined  to le t the dying wom an have 
h er own will as to h er trea tm en t, th e  first th in g  she prescribed  
was th a t  she should be g iven, a t seven o’clock the n ex t evening, 
Seven m esm eric passes. A nd  g re a t was his and h e r . (waking) 
aston ishm ent to  find th a t a f te r  g e ttin g  the seven passes t€ she 
could sit up in bed  on th e  follow ing m orning, and  fe lt s tro n g e r 
th a n  she had  done du rin g  th e  whole of my m edical a tten d an ce .” 
F o r  tw enty-seven  days, h e r own sleep-w aking directions w ere 
s tric tly  a tten d ed  to, all o thers being  laid  aside; and  “ a lthough  
resto ra tion  to  h ea lth  was no longer possible,” — th an k s  to th e  
s tup id  ignorance and p re jud ice  shown th roughou t h e r  suffering  
Itfe— “ th is  u n fo rtuna te  lady  was as m uch relieved as the n a tu re  
of h er case ren d ered  p racticab le. B u t the  shock she received, 
from  th e  d ea th  of h e r fa th e r, en tire ly  coun teracted  th is  
beneficial influence, and, for th e  fu tu re , all th a t rem ained  to  h e r 
was th e  life of a sylph” — a non-hum an existence, like  th a t of 
an elem ental sp irit. D uring  th is  incorporeal life, she gave out 
m any revelations respecting  th e  inner-life  of m an, the  existence of 
spheres of sp iritua l existence (Indra , or B rahm a, lokas), th e  
evolutionary  phases of n a tu re , etc. H e r  discourses are  strongly  
tin g ed  w ith  th e  hues of h e r religious belief, ye t we see d istinctly  
th a t  in  h e r h ighest psychic flights she gained  clear perceptions of 
occult tru th . The w orld is a  loser because no short-hand  w rite r 
sa t by  to  rep o rt h e r  u tterances verbatim*

M ention has been already m ade of h er sensitiveness to  th e  au ras 
of persons an d  th ings, and of h er involuntarily  p laying th e  vam pire  
npon h e r visitors, especially h er relatives. She drew s tren g th  from, 
them , i t  appears, principally  th rough tlie ir eyes and th e  po in ts o f 
th e ir  fingers. E very  m esm erist knows, and Baron von R eichenbacV a 
odic experim ents prove, th a t  these are  th e  chief poles of au ric  ra d i­
a tion. S he  also “ drew  nourishm ent from  the  air, and even in  th e  
coldest w eather, could no t live w ithout an  open window .”  H ow  
m uch of m an’s life is draw n from  th e  akasa  only occu ltists know* 
The yogi g rad u a lly  tra in s  h is body to  depend less an d  less npon 
food fo r its  nu tritio n  and m ore and  more upon the d iffused cosmic 
life-principle. H e ultim ately  reaches a stage w here a  few gra ins 
of rice once in m any days will keep him alive ; and w hen plunged



into samadhi, or perfect trance , a lim it of his potential bodily  v ita ­
lity  w ithout recourse to food or d rin k  can scarcely be fixed. The 
Lahore sannyassi was buried  by M aharajah  R an jit S ingh  for six 
weeks and afterw ard  resuscitated , while there  are stories cu rren t 
of yogis faho are still in a sam adhi which has lasted  th ro u g h  cen­
turies. W hen  D r. Tanner, th e  A m erican physiological experi­
m enter, was m aking his celebrated  forty  days’ fast, he used to  
spend hours every day in  the  open air, and inhaled th e  breezes afc 
his open window while in d o o rs ; averring  th a t he drew  sustenance 
from  the  atm osphere. T here are  Ja in a  women in Bom bay P resi­
dency who m ake annually  a  religious fast of six weeks, thereby  
acquiring , as they believe, gi^eat m erit— w hich, I  am told, they  ac tu ­
ally sell sometimes for hard  cash, to lazier Ja in a  devotees !

O ur seeress “  was sensible of th e  sp iritual essences (the auras) of 
all th ings, of which we havo no p e rc e p tio n ; especially of m etals, 
p lan ts, men, and  animals. A ll im ponderable m atters, and  even th e  
d ifferent colours of the  prison, p roduced on her sensible effects. 
She was susceptible of electric influences, of w hich we are nob 
conscious; and, w hat is almost incredible, she had  a p re te rn a tu ra l 
feeling , or consciousness, of hum an w ritings” . Poor, honest D octor 
K ern er w rote his book too early  by about fo rty  years to enjoy th e  
confidence of scientists. I f  he had  b u t w aited un til now F rench  
academ icians would have v ind ica ted  him  ! P rofessor B uchanan 
did  not announce his discovery of Psychom etry, th e  scientific

fjrocess for detec ting  the auras of m inerals, m anuscrip ts, etc., until 
ater. In  a poetical apostrophe to D aguerre, by  th e  la te  A m erican 

ph ilan th rop ist and  poet, Rev. Jo h n  P ierporit, delivered  in  1850, afc 
the  celebration  o f th e  one hu n d red  and fiftieth  ann iversary  of YaleJ 
U niversity , he  says to D aguerre , com paring hitn faith B u c h a n a n :

“ H is science m easures arid reveals the soul.
Thy subjects m ust be present—his m ay be 
Sunk in the depths of the m ysterious Sea;
T heir bodies may have mouldered into dust,
Their spirits long have mingled w ith the ju s t 

. Made perfec t; ye t if one has left behind 
A  w ritten  page, whereon the living mind 
H as been poured out, through  ppucil, paint, or’ pien,
T hat w ritten page Bhall suihmon back again 
The w riter’s sp irit.”

I t  was no t un til 1845 thafc R eichenbach m ade public his 
discovery th a t th e  auras of eve'ry th in g  in natu re , from  th e  s ta r  riind 
planefc to th e  herb  of the  field and  m ineral crystal u n d er ground; 
em its tb “ sp iritua l essence” ih a t  can be detec ted  rind classified 
by* a nervous sensitive. Y et, on h e r bed of sicknes(§ th is  Grormarf 
clear-seeress— unlettered , hum ble, deriv ing  h er i&cts from  hex* 
own experience only— revealed th e  am azing tru jli  to  th e  incredu^ 
lous ears of rustics and the b u t half-believing 6,nes of a  physician  
who, un til th en , had  had  no suspicion of it w hatever. W hen  she 
was speaking under the  in sp ira tion  of h e r J3uddhi, or h ig h er 
intelligence, “ ’from  h e r eyes th e re  shone a really  Spiritual ligh t, 
of which evefy one who saw h e r becam e im m ediately sensible ; 
and , whilst in  th is sta te , she was m ore a sp irit th a n  a  b e ing  of 
xuortal m ould.”  The brow of th e  yogi who has a tta in ed  to  a  certairt

s tage  of dhydna> or in terio r developm ent, is said to shine* and the 
u n errin g  in stin c t of th e  pain ters  of all ages has depicted  tho spirit* 
ual ha lo— the jo t i— about th e  heads of saintly and  divine p e r­
sonages. The auric  rad ia tion  of the M ahatm a is described  in  
H in d u  scrip tu res as of tho go ld -tinged  silvery hue of the  stam en of 
tho  lotus-flower, while th a t of his antipodes, th e  sorcerer (m an- 
tr ik ij  is said  to be d a rk  liko coal-smoke : hence th e  nam e Black  
M agic. T here are more peoplo am ong our acquaintance who aro 
able to see these  hum an auras th an  we would su sp e c t; m any moro 
who, w ithout seeing, can smell or feel them . The fear of being 
th o u g h t w eak-m inded too often p reven ts such “ n a tu ra l psycliotne- 
te rs” from  describ ing  th e ir percep tions and sensations, bu t it is to bo 
hoped th a t, a t  least am ong m em bers of our Society, g re a te r  a tten tion  
will be given to a  nervous endow m ent from the exercise of which, 
facts of th e  h igh est im portance to science may be obtained. Tho 
seeress would often see herself as out of the body, and the  body 
enveloping h er inner self, as a th in  gauze about a statue. Sho 
said, “ I t  often  appears to me th a t I  am out of my body, and thou. 
I  hover over it, and  th in k  of i t ; b u t th is  is not a p leasant feeling, 
because I  recognize my body.” How tru e  th is is to nature  thoso 
know who have liad tho like experience. H e uses the term  ' nerve 
sp irit’ to designate  th e  psuche of P lato, and f soul’ as the equi­
valen t for nous, the  spirit, or atma, : “ if my soul were bound m ore 
closely to m y nerve-sp irit, th en  would th is be in  closer union 
w ith m y nerves ; bu t the  bonds of m y nerve-sp irit are becom ing 
daily  w eaker.” D r. K erner adds th a t it appeared  “ as if h er 
nerve-sp irit was so losely connected with her nerves, tha t, on tho 
s ligh test m ovem ent, it set itself free ; whence she saw herself oul, 
of h er body, or d o u b le ; and  h e r body had  lost all feeling oi! 
w eigh t.”  The words “ loosely connected” are m ost app rop ria te , 
and  if people would b u t realize th a t  a genuine “ materialising* 
m edium ” is perhaps in this very  condition of easy separab ility  of 
body and  Double, as the  resu lt of abnorm al psychic conditions 
influenced from  outside by o ther beings, invisible to the common 
eye, m uch of the  m ystery of “ M aterialisations” m ight be dispelled. 
The fam iliar stories of lycanthropical transform ations,— mado 
possible by  reason of th e  p lastic  n a tu re  of the projected  Doublo 
— p repare  us to com prehend how th e  m edium ’s own Double may 
assume a g re a t varie ty  of appearances of o ther persons successive! y 
du ring  an evening’s seance. In  his Calendar o f Wcinsbtny, Georgo 
W idem ann relates a story of a form er governor of the cnstlo who, 
hav ing  m urdered  his servant, was th roughou t the rest of his lifo 
hau n ted  by a  “ dark  sp irit,” w hich would assume the form of an. 
an im al; a t a place called K lingartach  there  were phantom s w hich 
assum ed the form s of a frog, an owl, a cat, a horse, etc., and  tho 
jud icial annals of Europe contain so m any exam ples of persons 
convicted npon good evidence of exercising th is power of p lian - 
tasinic transform ation , th a t one is compelled to accept it as a  serious 
problem  of psychology th a t requires investigation. I f  any  answ er 
th a t th is is an exploded superstition, they may bo to ld  th a t  it  is 
a t  least as old as the  earliest records of the hum an race  ; th a t  ifc 
is believed, upon phenom enal evidence j and th a t if th e  F rench
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physicists, headed by Charcot, do no t in stan tly  stop th e ir investi­
gations a t L a Salpetriere, a t  R ochefort, and  a t B icetrc, they  will 
end in m aking th is ‘ superstition ’ a canon of psychical science, and 
vindicate th e  memories of the hecatom bs of poor victim s to 
mediaeval scientific s tup id ity  and  ecclesiastical b igotry.

T he conditions of M adam e H auffe’s nervous system , viewed 
physiologically, were extrem ely curious. Miss Crowe has, u n fo rtu ­
nately , om itted from her tran sla tio n  the details of m any experi­
m ents “ m ade w ith g rea t caution”  by D r. K erner, w hich proved 
h e r  extrem e susceptibility  to the  auras of m etals, stones, 
p lan ts , &c. Coloured stones produced m uch m ore effect upon 
M adam e H . th an  those which were colourless.. K ern er calls th is 
f rem ark ab le / b u t it was perhaps due to the  au ra  of th e  m etallic 
oxides from  which coloured stones derive th e ir  hues. Ennem oser 
m entions a woman who was always excited by th e  s igh t of the 
ruby , b u t calm ed by looking a t crystal. M adam e H auffe could 
t>e aw akened from  her som nam bulic s ta te  by  b rin g in g  glass 01* 
crysta l into contact w ith h e r ; if allowed to  lie long on th e  p it of 
h e r  stomach, they  produced catalepsy. S and  w ould sim ilarly 
affect her, and  she detec ted  both  in i t  itnd its  compound, 
g lass, a peculiar odour w hich was agreeble to h e r ; b u t if she 
sa t upon a sand-stone bench or a heap of sand, she would 
become cataleptic. W ater, held  in her hand , m ade h er im m edi­
a te ly  become w e a k ; if she took any fluid by  day she felt g iddy, 
b u t  a fte r sunset, th is would no t occur. In  h er sleep-w aking state, 
if very  lucid, she could no t only see the  au ra  infused into a glass 
of w ater by  D r. K erner’s m esm eric passes, b u t even tell him  the 
exact number o f passes he had made . T his is very  in te restin g  to 
all students of mesmerism. T here  is an o th e r w ay of p roving  tho 
ac tual im partation  of a new  quality  to p la in  w ater by m esm eris- 
a t io n : if a good subject be  caused to pass th e  palm  of her hand  
over a num ber of glasses of w 'ater s tand ing  upon a tab le , of w hich 
one only has been mesmerised, th e  hand  will be forcibly a ttrac ted  
dow nw ard to th e  glass whose w ater has been m esm erised, as soft 
iron  is a ttrac ted  to the m agnet. Tliis experim ent can be tried  as 
easily in th e  dark  as in th e  ligh t. I f  placed in  a b a th  while in tho  

'Bomnambulic sta te , M adam e H auffe’s body would be found so ab ­
norm ally buoyant th a t the tru n k  and  limbs would Emerge from  the 
w ater, though  h er a tten d an ts  m igh t use every  m eans to keep it  
'u n d e r : her body floated like  a  cork. I ts  m agnetic  po larity  had  been 
•reversed in th e  ecstasis. Religious ’ m en ta l exalta tion— quite 
'irrespective of the  devotee’s sectarian  belief— is often  accom pa­
nied  w ith th is polaric m etam orphosis; th e  body of th e  yogi, fak ir, 
m onk, nun, bhikshu , m obed, sheikh, or sham an ris in g  from  tho 
ground, and  hang ing  in m id a ir as lig h t as a  bubble  or a th is tle ­
down. In  spiritualistic m edium s th is is know n as “ lev ita tion .” I t  
is one of th e  nu ts th a t N em esis has laid  by  fo r th& A cadem icians 
to crack a t th e ir earliest convenience.

I t  has been rem arked above th a t, while in h e r m ost exalted 
condition, the seeress revealed m any secrets of na tu re . A s I have 
already occupied enough space on th is occasion, th a t  portion of tho 
subject may bo reserved for a fu tu re  num ber. H . S. Olcott*

S O W IN G  A N D  R E A P IN G .
C hatter IX .

The Wheel o f K arm a.
\  e a r s  have followed years since th e  vow was tak en  in the  su b ­

te rran ean  tem ple before the  book of K arm a, bu t its shadow is y e t 
upon me. T here  are events in our lives over which tim e seeks in  
vain  to draw  th e  veil of oblivion. 'l'he effort of my life has bufc 
draw n blood from  my h eart. T hey  say the blood of th e  h e a r t w ash­
es th e  w ings of th e  soul, and  m akes them  grow strong  enough to soar 
to  the  em pyrean of heaven in some fu tu re  birth . B u t I d read  to tru s t 
to  the  fu tu re , which is b u t the  offspring of the p resen t. I  sought 
know ledge w ith  all th e  passionate yearn ing  of my h ea rt, bu t too 
rash ly  I  g rasp ed  her rod of power, and rushed on fran tica lly  to a 
destiny  w hich n a tu re  in h er own gen tle  way would have spread  over 
a  la rg e r expanse of life. W ith  all th e  pow er of my soul I  snatched  
a t  th e  f ru it of destiny  before it  was ripe, and my tree  of life 
has b u t exuded  blood. B u t tim e is a  healer as well as an  avenger. 
I t  will all be clear some day. To me was given the  choice of tak in g  
m y destiny  in to  my own hands, or of leaving na tu re  to w ork in h e r 
own way. I  m ade th e  m anlier and the  nobler choice, and I  m ust 
no t com plain if the iron be hard . I  will fulfil my destiny . M ay­
be, the  orderly  unfoldrnenfc of my life will render th in n e r th e  
darkness in w hich th e  wheels of destiny  work. T hey call i t  
K arm a in  th e  E ast. The sages say no one can read  and  com pre­
hend the  Book of K arm a, unless he is free from K arm a him self—  
unless each individual th o u g h t, ac t and asp iration  v ibrate in 
unison w ith the  All and  not self. B u t it is not for me to explain. 
I  only record . R ays of ligh t will shoot from the nave of Timers 
wheel.

The ashes of th ree  years have m ingled in th e  funera l pyre  
of th e  past, and I, un ited  in bonds of m atrim ony to G race S tanley , 
am liv ing  in  Sim la, th e  sum m er capital of Ind ia . A  s tran g e  
change has come over th e  g irl to  whom I  have given  th e  nam e of 
m y wife, ever since our form al m arriage.

The m elancholy sw eetness of h e r form er self has com pletely le ft 
her, and has given place to an  am ount of b rillian t intellectual 
activ ity , calcu lated  to excite th e  envy of any social queen who lias 
ever re igned  in  a P arisian  salon. H e r will has gained  an am ount 
of power w hich has often m ade m ine trem ble before it, and I  have 
observed th a t  no man or wom an who has come w ith in  its influence 
has escaped sub jugation . W ith  me she has always been a loyal and  
tru e -h ea rted  friend, while she has ru led  me w ith a m other’s au th o rity  
over h er unfledged child b u t w ithou t the appearance of so doing. 
The absolute perfection w ith w hich she plays the role of the  accom­
plished woman of the world, ever ready  to detect the pecu liarities 
of ind iv idual characters and  tu rn  them to some purpose, a t first su r- 
prised  and  bew ildered me. Bufc constant fam iliarity  w ith  th is  
new developm ent of h er ch a rac te r invested it. in my m ind  w ith  an  
irresistib le charm . Oh, how constantly  have I  s tru g g led  w ith  m yself 
to  b rush  aside the  worldly p a r t  of h e r character, and p reserve  invio­
la te  the  m ystic calm of my soul, b u t the  nameless influence of her



presence nothing has been, able to w ithstand . A n over-bearing 
attraction  seemed to d rag  my soul into the  life of th e  world, which 
I  burn to leave behind, and in which I have looked npon myself as 
a  tem porary exile by the edicts of K arm a. B u t I  own a t tim es 
Hashes of reg re t have passed over iny m ental sky th a t my land of 
exile could not be my perm anen t house, and  G race S tan ley  my 
m ortal bride, and I have heard  w ith painfu l awe th e  inner voico 
in notes of thunder, w arning me in tlie words of th e  S ansk rit poet, 
th a t he alone is resolute whose equanim ity rem ains unchanged in 
th e  presence of causes of pertu rbation . M any tim es have I  
ined ita ted  refuge in flight, b u t the s tren g th  of my h ig h er n a tu re  has 
p revailed  against the baseness of the  lower and has k ep t me nailed 
to  the post of duty. W istfu lly  have I looked forw ard  to th e  day 
of deliverance, bu t as ray suffering has increased, so has the cloud 
h idden  from me even a P isgah  sigh t of the C anaan of rest. Grace 
has system atically crushed all a ttem pts to lay  before h er tho 
in n er w orkings of my soul. The delicate, m odest g irl of yore has 
becom e to me the  hardest of taskm asters. W henever the  least sha^ 
dow of worldly though t darkens my conversations w ith  her, she 
g ives me noth ing  b u t hard  philosophy* w hich I  know  b u t too well, 
b u t which no longer b rings mo stren g th  and consolation. As m y 
sufferings have gained in in tensity , my soul-com m unings w ith th e  
M aster have become more and  more in frequent, and  now they  
have altogether ceased. I find myself alone in  th e  m idst of an 
unsym pathetic  and m aterially-m inded world* s tru g g lin g  against 
difficulties beyond description and b u t hard ly  com prehensible.

G race S tanley who* to some ex ten t, owes her life to me and my 
M aster, seems to be actuated  by a malicious desire to work my 
r u in ; while she has never ceased her endeavours to im press me 
w ith  the  loftiest tru th s  of our philosophy, she yet, by  the thousand 
nam eless devices of the  a rtfu l woman of th e  world, has tau g h t me 
to  enslave my sonl* B ut is she to blam e ? S tran g e  as it m ay 
appear, she has never for a single m om ent g iven  the sligh test 
response to me by a look, a word or a smile. She does no t even 
know th a t I, who, w ith ascetic severity , explained to her th e  natu ro  
of our union* am ever tem pted  to prove false to  th e  vows I  have 
taken  and the pledges I  have given.

True, before the m arriage kno t was tied , I  h ad  m any tim es 
felt em barrassed by the  w arm th  of G race’s affection, b u t not a 
vestige of it rem ained in h e r w hen she com prehended the situation, 
and  yet consented to be a w edded m aid. Can i t  be th a t her wholo 
h e a r t is set upon my hum iliation ? No, such baseness is u n th in k ­
able by the side of the  noble p u rity  of her n a tu re , which* how ever 
ahe may strive to disguise it, always shines out b rig h tly .

Often have I  though t w ith painfu l and  rap tu rous trem bling  th a t 
1 detected a tenderness in G race’s voice, b u t i t  has always been a 
dream and not reality .

W ith  painful relief 1 have found G race to  be a uniform ly h a rd , 
unbending task-m istress. T he conflict of my d ua l life has p roduc­
ed nothing bu t suffering, w hich will soon a tta in  th e  stagnation  of 

' despair.
B u t this was a positive cruelty  on the  p a r t  of G race. She knew

b u t too well th a t for me to be in a ball-room  was to suffer positive 
m artyrdom . I  had  said so to h e r timo a fte r tim e. B u t she only 
laughed  a t me and  would have h er way. I t  was a case of selfish­
ness. W h y  should I be condem ned to endure th e  sensual exhala­
tion  of tho ball-room— I who have by a m ysterious vow separa ted  
m yself from  tho life of the  w orld ? B ut all my p lead ing  was to 
no purpose. She en tered  my study  one m orning, and w ith  a  child­
like lau g h  said  :—

“ M r. S t. C lair”— it was th u s  th a t she usually addressed  m e— 
“ I  have come to consult you abou t th e  th ree  balls I  in ten d  g iv ing  
before th e  season is out. W h a t tim e shall we fix for them  ? You 
know  how th e  season is over-crow ded. W e m ust m ake all 
a rran g em en ts  in  good tim e, for I  am determ ined my balls m ust bo 
tho  g re a te s t success of the season. W e m ust m ake it  so th a t  
w hen you re tire  into the  forest, as you are  constantly  th rea ten in g  
to  do, I shall no t be left qu ite  lonely in the  world. T he ch a rac ter 
of P enelope does not suit me a t all. Besides, w hy should I  subvert 
th e  o rder of n a tu re  by tu rn in g  sp ring  into w in ter ? T here will bo 
p len ty  of tim e to philosophize when one gets old. I t  seems to me a 
crim e ag a in st n a tu re  th a t we should not experience any  phase of 
lifo th a t  comes to us unso licited . I t  is my K arm a, as you would 
B a y ,  th a t  I  should be a frivolous woman of tlie w orld, as i t  is 
your K arm a  to be a g re a t sage.”

“ Ah, if you launch into m etaphysics, I  dare  say I  can  show 
th e  fallacy  in your a rgum ent. You do yourself an  in justice  
when you refuse to consider th e  law of K arm a in its tru e  ligh t, and 
expound in  its  stead  a doctrine which is scarcely d istingu ishab le  
from  fatalism . A ll th a t  you now a re— physically, m orally, in te llec­
tua lly  and  sp iritually— is the  resu lt of your K arm a. To follow th e  
law  of K arm a properly , you m ust allow these four elem ents in  
your n a tu re  to w ork to g e th e r harm oniously. I f  th e  d ic ta tes of 
your h ig h e r n a tu re  point out a course which would g ive a check 
to  the  riotous license of your desires for a life of keen sensations, i t  
is w iser to  follow th e  h ig h er dictates, as th a t is th e  only 
w ay by w hich the  g rea te s t happiness can be secured. The 
im m ediate pleasures th a t the  senses b ring  are sum m er flowers of 
th e  hum an m ind— they  bloom b u t to fade.”

“ L e t me in te rru p t you for a m om ent,” broke in  G race. 
(i I f  the  a tta inm en t of happiness is the  motive for lead ing  th e  
h igher life, w hat rig h t havo you to impose your experience upon 
ano ther hum an being  ? How do you know I  do not derive as m uch 
happiness from  the  frivolities of life as you do from philosophy ? 
H ave you any s tandard  for the  m easurem ent of happiness ?”

“ In  the  first place 1 m ust tell you th a t I do not seek to im pose 
my opinions upon anybody— this you know very well from y our 
p as t experience. Can you tell me one single instance in these th reo  
years of our un ited  life in w hich I have in auy respect tr ie d  to 
control your th o u g h t or action ?”

<c On th e  contrary , to  say th e  tru th , I  th ink  you have  g iven  me 
too m uch indulgence. I  havo m any times wished you had  no t 
been so indu lgen t and kind, and you havo m ade me qu ite  a spoilt 
ch ild  who plagues your life in re tu rn  for your goodness.”



Thp p e c u lia r ly  fascinating  and  cliild-like way in w hich th is was 
said washed away from  my m ind any desire I  m igh t ever have had  
to  exercise my m arita l r ig h t over Grace. _

“ But to continue,” I  added , “  I  look upon m y feelings and  
opinions as so m any n a tu ra l forces governed by th e ir  own inheren t 
law. They are bound to do th e ir  own app rop ria te  w ork aB heat is 
bound to  warm. The w orkings of our thoug h ts  and  emotions 
resem ble the com bination of chem ical elem ents. Suitable condi­
tions being present, oxygen m tlst combine w ith  hydrogen. B u t 
th e re  are substances w hich will no t combine, do w hat you m a y ; 
th e re  is no affinity betw een them . W a te r  will no t combine w ith  
oil. B ut there  is no harm  done by it. I t  is a  du ty  we owe to  
our own being  th a t we should express our sincere convictions 
whenever there  is a call to do so. B ut it is no t for us to determ ine 
w hat consequences would resu lt from such expression ; i t  will do its 
leg itim ate  work, and it  would be m ere folty to allow our personal 
pleasure to be involved in the  consequences.  ̂ '

“  B ut w hat is your standard  for the m easurem ent of happiness ? 
You have not answ ered th a t question yet.”

“  W ell, as for the  stan d ard  of hedonic m easurem ent, you m ust 
rem em ber th a t happiness is no th ing  b u t the  unim peded activ ity  of 
all the  tendencies of our n a tu re— the  realization of all th e  possibilities 
th a t lie w ithin us. Consequently, you will see th a t  the  tru e  m easure 
of happiness depends upon two fac to rs—the num ber of faculties which 
find unim peded activ ity  and  the  duration  of th a t  activ ity . Now, 
to  apply th is m easure to  your case. The keen sensations in w hich 
you seek happiness do not last long ; and  a t the same tim e they  
give outlet to a very few of th e  faculties of your n a tu re . W hen  
you grow old or become an invalid , the  faculties w hich will then  cry 
out for activity  will find additional im pedim ent from  the  work in  
'which your faculties are  now em ployed.”

“ W hy is it  then ,” asked Grace, w ith a k ind  of m elancholy sauci- 
ness which I  have never seen on any o ther face, “  th a t I  do not see 
th ings as you do ? W hy is it th a t I  sacrifice the  soul to th e  sense,
as you have often said ?” #

“ Because,”  I  replied, “  you do not exercise your will to  te a r  
you away from  th e  life of sense and p u t you upon th e  p a th  th a t
leads to the  realization  of th e  soul.”

I  spoke w ith a k ind of b ru ta l em phasis w hich m ade me ieel as i t  
I  was dyeing my hand  in blood. W henever I  have spoken against 
the  worldliness of G race, I  have always h ad  th a t feeling w hich has 
oftentim es p revented  me from  giv ing  th a t  em phatic expres­
sion to my convictions th a t na tu ra lly  belonged to  them .

“ Now tell m e,” said Grace, w ith a gentle  toss of h e r eloquent 
head, “  w hy is it  I  do no t exercise my will in  th e  way you w ant 
me to? Surely th a t m ust be due to  some cause, w hich is beyond my 
control— som e,h igher, necessity  which overbears all th e  power of 
my will— some divinity  th a t shapes my end.”

‘“ T hat is fatalism ,” I r e jo in e d ;  “ to say th a t you have no t th e  
free  exercise of your will, is  to  contrad ict your own m ental experi­
ence. Do you ever feel th a t you are  not free  to ac t as you choose 
W h a t m atters i t  if th a t , freedom  of will is derived  from  a  h ig h er

necessity  ? A  philosopher m ay tell you th a t the  book I hold in my 
h an d  does not exist— and in a sense i t  really  does no t— b u t does 
th a t  a lte r  your m ental experience ? N ecessity  is the  substance 
w hich assum es th e  form  of free-will in us—ju st as your own m ind 
has assum ed the  form of th e  book.”

I  fe lt quite elated w ith th e  v ictory  I  had ob tained  over G race. 
My re jo ic ing  was th e  g re a te r  on account of th e  feeling th a t 
I  h ad  rescued m yself from  th e  s tran g e  influence w hich she exer­
cised over me. I  b rea th ed  freely. My h ea rt seem ed to revel 
in  a  sense of freedom . A  w eight was lifted  from  m y soul. For 
a  few m om ents silence re ig n ed  su p rem e; d u rin g  w hich the 
conviction grew  stronger in  m y m ind th a t I  w as free  again. 
In  fac t th e  sense of freedom  was so com plete th a t  I  tho u g h t 
th e re  was no longer any need fo r the  perpetual g u a rd  I  k ep t 
over myself. I  fe lt I  could be m ore friendly  w ith  G race th an  
I  h ad  been. Grace was to  m e no th ing  b u t th e  cunn ingest 
p a tte rn  of excelling n a tu re — she seemed to be a p a r t  of n a tu re , 
th e  g re a t book I  had  to study  and  the  g re a t goddess I  had  
to  obey. As herself she was no th ing . I  was ou t of th e  charm ­
ed m aze, in  which, w ith heavy  h e a r t and  b leed ing  feet, I  h ad  
been  w andering. I  began  to th in k  of G race as she was w hen 
she first floated into th e  o rb it of m y life, like a  beau tifu l s ta r  
from  th e  fa r  beyond, th e  silen t void of th e  w orld. I  th o ugh t 
of the  m ysterious links by w hich h e r life was tied  to  mine. I  
knew  1 had  a du ty  to perform  by  her. I t  was alm ost w ith pride th a t 
I  th o u g h t th a t a young and beau tifu l soul was en tru sted  to me for 
tra in in g . I  was vexed th a t I  ever fe lt th is ta sk  irksom e or o th e r 
th a n  a  g rea t happiness w ith  which N a tu re  rew arded  m e 
for th e  readiness w ith  w hich I  sought to do m y du ty . I t  was a 
p riv ilege th a t  I  had  such a d u ty  to perform . I  was sure m y du ty  
woul be well perform ed in  th e  end. These reflections rap id ly  
passed th ro u g h  my m ind and  p u t me in  very  good hum our w ith  
m yself. I  looked a t Grace. She sa t a t th e  o ther side of th e  
tab le , p lay ing  w ith  a  curiously  carved paper-kn ife . H e r 
long slender neck was sligh tly  arched , and h e r eyes rested  upon 
th e  ob ject of h e r p layful a tten tion . I  th o u g h t th e  roses on h e r 
face looked a  shade paler and  wistfully desired  th e  pow er to 
resto re  to them  their na tu ra l bloom. B ut perhaps it  was as well as i t  
was. I t  seemed as if th e  pallor was caused by the  aw akening  sp irit 
w ith in , whom my words had  reached . I  p a tien tly  w aited  for tho 
resu lt. Gently ra ising  h e r head , like the  large-eyed  gazelle when 
she hears a sound not fa r off, she spoke. H er voice seem ed riot 
to  b reak  th e  silence, b u t only to  aw aken ripples on ita b reast.

“  H u g h ,” she said, “  I  was th in k in g  w heth r I  have not been w ick­
ed  in  m y love of worldliness. I  find it is all vain. I t  is all a  
m ere question of habit. Do you th in k  if I  wero to re tire  from  th e  
w orld I  should g e t th a t peace of m ind which you say is th e  h ig h e s t 
inheritance  of m an ?”

F o r th e  first tim e th a t  day G race called me by  m y bap tism al 
nam e. The sound seemed s tran g e  on her lips, and i t  w en t th ro u g h  
jne like a gentle trem or. I  sa t m ute, w atching its circu lation  whilt?



she was speaking. M y a tten tion  was called back  by the  question 
she asked, although I  had b u t feebly g rasped  its m eaning.

“ Yes, the  peace of mind I speak of is the h ig h est inheritance of 
m an,” I  said, expecting  a repetition  of th e  question  in a new form  
for a proper reply.

“  B ut do you th in k ,” Grace w ent on, “  th a t  I  shall g e t i t  if I  
renounce the  w orld to-day ?”

“ I  cannot tell— probably  you will not. Y our p resen t fram e of 
m ind may only be a v isitor th a t  ta rr ie th  b u t for a day. Our im ­
pulses, however good and noble, have to be hospitab ly  en terta ined , 
b u t no t adopted  into th e  fam ily w ithout thou g h t. G reat m ischiefs 
have arisen from  the  un in te lligen t ca rry in g  out of im pulses in 
them selves noble and  praisew orthy. I t  would be h ighly  unadvis- 
able to act upon your p resen t hasty  im pulse, for i t  m ay b rin g  on a 
reaction  accom panied with disastrous consequences.*’

A s I  said th is  I  leaned back in  my chair w ith  grow ing satisfac­
tion a t the effect I  was producing. H e r sp irit will no t be long 
asleep, I  though t, b u t every th ing  m ust be g en tle  and  n a tu r a l ; 
vio lent m easures never do m uch good. T he g row th  of the  soul 
m ust be like the  grow th  of th e  flower. I t  m ust bend  before it  can 
bloom. I  m ust say th is consideration added  to tho cheerfulness 
of m ind which I  was enjoying. W as it  due to m y w eakness in 
no t being  able to face the possibility  of hav in g  to p u t G race under 
a  severe tra in in g  sim ilar to  my own ? A ccustom ed as I  was 
to  constan t self-exam ination, I  could no t answ er th is  question 
a t once, moreover there  was no necessity  for i t ; G race’s soul was so 
m uch purer than  m ine th a t she would never be in  need of such tra in ­
ing  as I  had undergone. N ot to encourage a h a b it of idle specula­
tion, I  dismissed the though t, b u t I  w atched  it  as i t  floated like a 
lig h t cloud over my m ental sky.

“ W ell,” said G race, a fter a  m om ent’s silen t reflection, “ if you 
th in k  I  had b e tte r  not as yet adop t the  h ig h e r life as you call it, 
th en  w hat am I  to do ? The life of the  w orld you condem n as d e tr i­
m ental to sp iritual progress, and  the only o th er life I  can adopt 
you consider inadvisable. You know I  am your pupil, and  I  th in k  
i t  is b u t r ig h t th a t you should advise me. Tell me w hat I  am to 
do ?”

“  T here is no advice th a t I  can g ive w hich has not been given 
ages ago. W h a t more can I  say th a t  w hat was u tte re d  011 the shores 
of Galilee du ring  the  H ebrew  incarnation  ? Be in  the  w orld and  
y e t not of the  world. Do your w ork in  life, b u t d e tach  egotism  from  
it. K now ing your tru e  self to be eternal, feel th a t  w hat seems to  be 
th e  acto r and enjoyer is no t the truo  self. This feeling will 
s treng then  and grow , and will u ltim ately push  aw ay from  you th e  
false life of th e  w orld.”

“ Now to apply your theory  to  prac tice . Y ou see how I  am 
placed. H ere I  am in Simla society, everyw here k indly  received 
and trea ted  w ith  consideration. In  accep ting  th e  k indness and  
consideration of people, I  give them  an im plied p ledge th a t  I  shall 
regulate my conduct in  the way th a t  th ey  expect. I f  I  now slink 
aw ay from Sim la a t the  end of th e  season, w ithou t fulfilling the  
pledges th a t have been im plied by  my conduct, I  shall be gu ilty  of

deception. You know very  well it  was no t w ith  me th a t  the  p lan  
for com ing to  Sim la orig inated . N or was i t  I  who sought the  
society in which we now find ourselves.”

I  listened  carefully , as G race w ent on in  her gen tle  im pressive 
w ay, and  was ra th e r  p leased a t being  able to foresee th e  point she 
was go ing  to m ake.

“  T h a t is qu ite  tru e ,” I  s tru ck  in  w ith  some em phasis. “  Our 
com ing to Sim la was en tire ly  against your will, and  you consented 
to it only a t my repeated  requests. A nd the society we have drop­
p ed  in to  is entirely  due to  th e  notes of in troduction  I  b rought.

- W h a tev e r blam e th e re  be in  th e  m atte r, undoubted ly  falls to my 
share. I  know  th a t, and  I  have been perpetually  try in g  to  seo 
how th is ro u g h  hew n block is going  to shape itse lf.”

I t  was here  th a t G race h a d  me en tire ly  a t her m ercy. S hortly  
a fte r  our m arriag e  I  sough t an  in terv iew  w ith  the  M aster, and  he 
advised  me to pass a few  seasons a t Simla. Of course I  read ily  
accep ted  th e  M aster’s advice, and  he gave me some notes of in tro ­
duction  to an A m erican m illionaire, who had  m ade his acquain tance 
w hile trav e llin g  in Cashm ere, and, as I  learned  afterw ards from  
M r. R id er him self, whose life he h ad  saved d u rin g  a landslip  in  
L adak . I t  was th rough  M r. R id e r’s kindness tlia t wo w ere 
in troduced  to w hat people usually  call tlie best society in Simlai 

“  I t  is no t a question of blam e or p ra ise ,” Grace rejo ined. “  One 
m ust look facts in th e  face in  order to  como to a r ig h t decision 
upon them . I  spoke m erely descrip tively  and not to find fau lt w ith 
you. The only th in g  I  w an ted  you to see is, th a t to preserve 
social honesty  we m ust g ive these balls. B ut I  m ust be honest w ith 
you, and  frank ly  adm it th a t the givring  of balls is no t a painfu l 
d u ty  to  me. I  like it m yself very  m uch. I t  is no use denying 
th e  fact. I  am  by n a tu re  a frivolous woman of the world and  m ust 
tak e  tim e to reform . I  am  rich , young and  p re tty — I  know it, 
and  you know it too, a lthough  you m ay harm onize it  w ith th e  
fu tu re  w hen I  shall be old and  ug ly .”

G race’s last s ta tem en t n early  s tag g ered  me. F o r the  first tim e 
th a t  m orning she m ade determ ined  attem pts to lead  th e  conversa­
tion  to a discussion of h e r personality . W hen, earlie r in the  
conversation, the  first a ttem p t was m ade in th is direction I  was 
s tru ck  by it for the m oment, b u t I  was determ ined not to encourage 
it, and  it  quickly passed out of my mind. B ut th e  repetition  
of i t  was notew orthy. A t o ther tim es I  should havo tried  to 
exam ine th is  straw  and  discover tho direction of th e  w ind. B u t 
as it was I  fe lt secure in th e  detachm ent of all the  personal in te rest 
in  G race th a t h ad  been grow ing  w ithin me. G race’s rem ark  
h ad  ev idently  mado me in a tten tiv e  to h er conversation. Sho noticed 
i t  and  stopped, and thus p u t an  end to the  tra in  of reflection upon 
w hich my m ind was s ta rtin g . '

“  You m ust no t th in k ,” G race w ent on, w ith a h au g h ty  toss of 
her head, “  th a t  I  am vain enough to be deceived by tho fla tte ry  
and  adm iration which a  wom an in m y position n a tu ra lly  a ttrac ts . 
My pleasure and  enjoym ent arises from  quite a d ifferen t source. 
I t  is to me intensely  in te restin g  to study the  w orkings of the  
hum an mind, l a m  a philosopher in my way, a lth o u g h  you do



n o t appreciate me because I  do not belong to th e  w eeping 
fra te rn ity . L ife is a v a s t field for th e  acquisition of experience, and  
I  th ink  it  would be positively a  crim e to  convert m yself in to  an  
ascetic in my youth, and  lose th e  opportun ity  of gain ing  th e  experi­
ence which th e  world alone can offer. I f  I  can  wisely reg u la te  
any m ind I  shall ga in  more by  my p resen t mode of life th an  by  
any  other. Besides, all the  possibilities of n a tu re  m ust be realized. 
E ven  you would blam e me if I  becam e a Yogini (female In d ian  
ascetic) a t once. T here  would be no p rac tica l justice  in th a t.”

I  did no t w ant G race to im agine th a t  th e  h ig h e r life involved a 
sacrifice of all th e  aesthetic facu lties in  our n a tu re . So I  fell in  
w ith  her mood and  said :—

K ivutyapasya bharanoni yauvani 
D hritam  tvoya bardhaka sovi balkalam  
Vada pradoshe splenta cliandra tdrakd  
Bibhavari yady arunay kalpate ? *

I  stopped and  looked a t G race. She seem ed uncerta in  w hether 
to  be pleased or displeased. N ot w ishing even th e  lig h test cloud 
upon the  fa ir  m orning sky, I  continued : —

“ I  hope you understand  th is. I t  would be a  p ity  if you forgot 
S a n sk rit a ltogether.”

“  I  m ay have fo rgo tten  S an sk rit,” G race replied , “ b u t understan d  
th e  verses you have quoted. K alidasa has alw ays been a g re a t 
favourite  w ith me. I  th an k  you very  much for th e  neat quotation  
an d  the  com plim ent i t  contains. I  see s te rn  philosophy does no t 
k ill out all th e  poetical elem ent of our na tu re . I  am  g lad  of th a t, i t  
g ives me courage.”

I  was pleased beyond m easure a t  th e  success of m y stra tagem , 
w hich I  did no t im pair by any injudicious fau lt-find ing  w ith  h e r 
p lans about th e  balls upon w hich she had  set h e r  h eart. F ee lin g  
convinced th a t I  was beyond h e r influence, I  looked upon the whole 
th in g  as a p a r t  of th e  duty  I  had  undertaken , and  it  was no t m y 
fau lt if the  perform ance of i t  should be occasionally p leasan t. 
F ortified  by these considerations, I  h eartily  en tered  into G race’s 
p lans and  several tim es won h e r th an k s an d  adm iration by m y 
p rac tica l wisdom.

Grace left me w ith  a  very  p leasan t smile indeed. B u t it  w as 
one of those smiles th a t leave an  a fte r tas te . W hile  filling my 
pipe I  was perp lexed  by th e  suspicion th a t  G race th o u g h t m y 
firmness was only on th e  surface, and th a t i t  covered under a g re a t 
w eakness, especially w here she was concerned. I  tried  to dism iss 
i t  from my m ind, argu ing  w ith  m yself th a t  i t  was of no conse­
quence w hat G race though t of me. I  h ad  m y d u ty  to  do, and  was 
no t concerned w ith  any th ing  beyond its  perform ance, M y p ipe 
was filled, and  in  th e  absence of m atches I  took from  the  tab le  a  
piece of paper to  lig h t my pipe. On th e  touch  of fire, w ritin g  
began to  appear upon the  b lank  sheet of paper. I  saw a t once ifc 
had  been w ritten  upon w ith invisible ink , an d  tried  to save i t  from

* How is ifc that having renounced ornaments in youth, thou hast put on gar­
ments of bark of trees becoming only in old age ? Say how ifc would be if afc dusk 
the moon and star-blossomed night were to be replaced by the dawn,— Kumara  
Sambhava*

th e  fire. B u t despite my best endeavours, a p a rt of i t  was destroyed  
before I  could pu t out th e  flames. W ith  com parative ease I  deci­
p h ered  th e  fo llow ing :—

“ F o r the sake of all th a t  has been in  th e  past, w hich is h idden  
from  S t. Clair, for th e  sake of him  to whom you are bound by th e  
e te rn a l chain of love and un ity  of being, th is  is to request you to  
m eet me alone a t the  foot of the  hill which lies to  th e  east of Jakko* 
by  th e  side of th e  little  stream  to-m orrow a t 2 o’clock.— R a l ph  
R a v en sh a w e .”

E very  word of i t  b u rned  in to  my bra in  more deeply  th an  th e  fire  
h ad  burned  the  paper. H eaven , earth  and hell b lended  into one 
an o th e r in  shapeless confusion. My whole be in g  becam e a chaos 
of nam eless feeling and  sensation. I  th o u g h t of R a lph  R aven­
shaw e. A fte r the  first w ave of suffering h ad  sw ept over me, 
g a sp in g  and fa in t I  tr ied  to  collect the w reck of th o u g h t and  
fee ling  in to  some coherence and  order. I  looked a t th e  w ritin g  
ag a in  and again , incapable of g rasp ing  its  m eaning. I  sh ran k  
from  w hat stood s ta rin g  m e in  the  face w ith  the triu m p h an t 
m align ity  of a devil from  th e  netherm ost p it. G race ! oh G race ! 
I  could not th in k  it. R alph  Ravenshaw e ! false friend  and  deep- 
dyed  villain  ! I  sa t m otionless, w ithout th o u g h t or feeling, in  th e  
coils of a huge boa constric tor of nam eless passion and  suffering. 
T he w ords I  read  w ere g raven  on my m ind beyond th e  pow er of 
m an to erase. I  seized th e  b it of paper and fo lded and  refolded 
it. Then, as if by a  sudden im pulse, I  p u t it  in to  m y pocket and  
rushed out of my room for fea r of going m ad, M, M. C.

l i q u i d s .

M on istic  P sychology.
Following is a brief summary of a series of valuable papers by Dr* 

Du Prel thafc have appeared in the German magazine “ The Sphynx.”
Tbe object of the writer is to present in a connected form the 

arguments and facts which go toprove the existence of the soul in man.
In  his first section on “ The organizing Principle” he shows thafc all 

human construction and invention are but more or less concrete express­
ions of the principles on which the human being is constituted.

If  we see that the functions of the heart cannofc be better explained 
th an  by a comparison of this organ with a pump, and in like manner 
the ear may be compared to a piano, the lungs to an organ, the eye to 
an optical apparatus; if we find thafc the Grecian temple and th© 
Gothic dome exemplify the same principles of form as the linman body; 
and finally thafc the hypotheses of the scientists as well as the artistic 
compositions of the poets all rest on the principlo of tho least expenditure 
of energy—then we have a strong evideutial basis for the two following 
propositions: ' . ;

(1) The principle of form underlying our organism is identical witti
ihafc/underlying our piechanics. , .

(2) This dommon principle of ^orm is again identical with the  un­
known one in the linman mind.”

“ Thus,” the author says, “ . a foundation is laid for A monistic psy­
chology’", i *

The natnre and mind of man, he says, are derived from a common thirdl



source. This source has the faculty of both organising and thiuking. 
Neither the mechanical theory of the materialists, nor the modern theory 
of evolution offer so complete an explanation as to preclude any question 
of the existence of an inner ■ organising principle in man. There is 
nothing to show that the adaptation of the organism to its environment 
is other than an extension of the principle above laid down, that man 
reflects his own structure in his works. The action of heredity in its 
influence on forms confirms this view.
“ Tho facts of-* somnambnlisrn go to show that we are the concrete 

expression of a transcendental original subject. This we infer from 
the fact that the somnambule can, as it were, see into his own organism 
and prescribe remedies for his bodily ailments. This would not bo 
possible unless the transcendental self was acquainted with some 
B-tandard of perfect health, and thus we go on to infer the presence of an 
organising principle. Thus, if from the analogy with which wo started, it 
is to be inferred that the organising principle in us is identical with the 
unknown principle tha t influences our thought, the facts of som­
nambulism further lead to the conclusion tha t this principle is also 
identical in organisation. il In both cases however, the unknown is only 
unknown in a relative sense, it is unknown to the earthly manifested 
form but not to the transcendental subject.”

 ̂ Against this view it is objected that the thinking soul is at the samo 
time the life principle of tlie body. But we find tha t the somnambule is 
not only able to see his own interior organisation, bu t to examine it 
critically and to point out how far it departs from the normal state, 
henco wo infer that the organising principle governs not only thought 
but organisation also*

“ If the organising principle is of a transcendental nature, if it pre­
cedes our earthly manifested form and the body is only its concrete 
expression, it must also survive the death of the body* The product, 
the body, is dissolved at death ; but the producer, the organising p rin­
ciple, the individual power, remains.”

11ms from the existence of an organising principle follows not only 
pre-existence but also immortality.”

The question now arises, how is it  tha t a transcendental existence 
60 exactly conforms to earthly conditions ?

According to Darwin tho organic form is the product of external 
relations ; according to transcendental philosophy it is the product of 
an inner formative principle. These two propositions can be reconciled 
if we refer the conformity to environment, not to earthly consequences 
alone, bnt to the organising principle itself, which, in each incarnation, 
makes use of previously acquired resnlts. I f  this be so, the transcen­
dental subject must be capable of development.

\  Man as we find him can only be explained on the hypothesis thafc 
there is behind him an existence, either completely or partially formed, 
possessing the capacity of adaptation to environment as tho result of 
previous existences. This transcendental subject is capable of modifica­
tion for good or for evil by the circumstances of each earthly existence* 

According to the materialists, the soul is a function of the body; but 
> th is is not ;so, for in reality it is the body tha t is a function of the soul. 
1 The pantheistic view that the individual form and the iudividtial inihd 

belongto the phenomenal world does not explain how ifc was thafc the 
'. 'irorld-substance came to be splifc iiito such different and opposing 
I. io^ras. * The; Christian mystics are ag&in mistaken ih  calling the body
- the prison of thd fcoulj for the former ia ra ther the work - and correa* 
pQUdence of the latter, i  ̂ . . ; - . .  ̂ *...»■

In  the second chapter, on the psychology of Aristotle, Du Prel 
Bhows that in the works of the ancient philosopher, body and mind con- 
6titute a unity. Aristotle does not confine the functions of the soul 
to the mental region alone but connects it also with the form, nourish­
ment and growth of the body, and hence admits the presence of soul in 
animals and plants; a tenet warmly defended bytFechner in modern times.

Uur author shows that, physiology does not contradict the conclusions 
of Aristotle, for it demonstrates that not only the voluntary but also the 
involuntary motions of the body aro governed by the nervous system, 
and the only difference between the nerves is that the thinking function 
is carried on through the cerebral nervous system and the life funct ions 
through the ganglionic. The seat of consciousness is in the brain, and 
■we are unconscious of the life functions because the ganglionic system 
is only indirectly connected with the brain, but there is no reason for 
assuming that there are two principal sources of organic change in the 
body, on the contrary both systems must be the product of a single 
organising principle. If the two nervous systems are totally distinct, 
we cannot explain the fact that there are some people who are able to 
exercise conscious control over the involuntary system, as for instance by 
increasing the rapidity of the pulse.
• According to Aristotle the sonl is to the body as form is to matter, 
and thus the two form a complete unity. The great mistake of tho 
dualists is that they make no distinction between sonl and conscious­
ness, whereas the truo statement of the case is that the soul is nofc 
consciousness, but consciousness is an attribute of the soul.

If  we separate consciousness as a directing force and the actual 
cause of the functions manifested through it, we should have to ascribe 
involuntary actions to some other cause. Moreover the highest mental 
action would demand tho clearest consciousness, but this is not the case, 
for the workings of the genius are the workings of the unknown through 
him and be is but the instrument. We think, as a rule, with conscious­
ness, but not through consciousness. The prime cause of thought is in 
the unknown. Mind and nature do not therefore stand to one another 
in a causal relation, but are co-ordinates, and derive their common origin 
from a third—a transcendental subject.

If the soul does not lose its power of organising at the death 
of the body, it cannot die when the body dies. If there is a necessary 
relation between the soul and the body, so that the body is merely the 
outward manifestation of the soul, the soul must have some quality 
answering to form, and must be in some sense material. Aristotle 
does not shirk this issue, but attributes materiality to the soul. This 
was also the view of the stoics and the epicureans.

The idea of the existence of the astral body was nofc however origina- 
nated by Aristotle, it whs taught before his time by Pythagoras, who 
had learned it from the Egyptians, who themselves owed it to India.

The same idea occurs also in the writings of Paul, especially in the well 
known passage in the epistle to tho Corinthians. In  later times we find 
the doctrine was held by most of the fathers of the Christian church and 
by all the mystics of the middle ages. Paracelsus especially sets forth 

i the existence of the astral body very plainly in his works. In  la ter 
» timds the younger Fichte was perhaps the foremost dtfeiider.of thia 

theory. > We find indeed a relnarkable- conaebsus of opinion oh the pbrfc
V i of philosophers, physicians, theologians and mystics as to the existence 

bf th e  astral body,f its survival after the death oj the physical body, andt 
henceiits separate existence Rparfc from the physical body-; and this opi­
nion is confirmed by the popular traditions of ali peoples io all ages.



From the fact that persons who have had limbs amputated still go on 
thinking that the limb is whole, that animals begin to use organs when* 
young, thafc have not yet grown into existence, as for instance young 
goats butfc before their horns have g row n; also from the fact tha t 
persons born with deformed limbs do not feel the existence of this 
deformity, and also, as is shown by the case of the Seeress of Prevorst, 
somnambules, when they see persons who have lost a limb, see the 
whole man as if with no limb missing, the author deduces a further 
presumption in favonr of the existence of the astral body.

With regard to tho u Double” our author says tha t its appearance ia 
conceivable.

I. In life, (a) as an involuntary separation of the astral from the  
physical body, (6) as a volunfcai'y separation—the mayavi rupa. (c) as 
separation resulting from the exertion of the will of another. ( I I )  While 
dying. ( I l l )  After death, (a) as a volnntary appearance of the astral 
body—ghosts, (b) as an appearance brought about by outside influence • 
materialisations, necromancy.

The phenomena of the Double fall into two categories ; first, when a 
man sees his own Double, and secondly when the Double is seen by 
another.

Several authorities both ancient and modern are quoted by the w riter 
and the following are some of the instances he...gives of these appear­
ances : .

While Lord Byron was at Patras, in Greece, ill with fever, his 
double was twice seen in London by Peel when walking down St. James 3 
Street. '

A young student went to visit a German clergyman named Jlorsfc.’ 
Au he was well known to the family he was merely told in answer to 
his enquiry—that Horst was in his study. The young man went 
upstairs to the study and at tha t very moment several of the inmates 
of the house saw Horst in the garden adjoining the house. Some one 
went upstairs to tell the young man thafc Horsfc was in the garden, and 
both saw the la tter sitting at his desk in the clothes he generally wore 
in the garden. At the same moment Horst was heard calling them to 
come to him in the garden. They went down and found him working in 
the garden.

Professor Perty says that a Miss Sophie, a friend of Madame IN.̂  and 
her daughter, was one day sitting on the sofa with the mother, listen­
ing to the daughter who was playing the piano. Sophie leant back ana 
closed her eyes to enjoy the music, and then the lady saw Sophie go and 
stand—in her astral body—by the piano, while a t the same time she also 
saw her on the sofa. On another occasion the same  ̂ young lady 
appeared to her friend, when they were some considerable distance ap a rt. 
This time Sophie was lying on her bed with a bad headache,^ but had 
a strong desire to see her friend and it seemed to her thafc she visited the
latter in dream. _

Another instance is thafc of one Peter Muller, a farmer, who used 
often to be seen by his wife and servants, when in reality fa raw ay , 
when his mind was concentrated on something he wanted to have done 
at the place where he appeared. '

A certain physician is also mentioned who used to appear eornetitoe^ 
to his patients when he had made a special appointment with them but
had teen prevented from keeping his engagernent. .
* Instances might be multiplied without number, and if the relations of 
observed facts by credible witnesses are worth anything^ a t All, t e 
existence of the Double ia amply proved. The great point th a t \)x* # re l

makes is that all these appearances—when not due to outside influence— 
are due to the workings of the mind of the individual who appears.

He thus concludes tha t the soul not only exists but moreover rules 
the body, the latter being only its manifestation. This he shows to be 
fche case, as will be seen from tho above, both by theoretical consider­
ations as well as by practical examples, and thus, while establishing the 
unity of soul and body, he makes a first step towards proving thafc this 
unity is capable of infinite extension and higher development beyond the 
realms of the seen, under conditions that we can as yet bufc imperfectly 
comprehend owing to the limits of ordinary consciousness.

A  F allen  I d o l *.
S ome five or six years ago a  lady in London told me a  story of an 

idol from India, which had brought ruin and disgrace, in some instances 
culminating in death, upon every hapless possessor. To her certain 
knowledge three successive owners of this unlucky emblem of divinity 
had come to utter grief. Such was the simple earnestness of the narra­
tor that I  felfc as if I  was standing on a glass stool and holding the poles 
of a powerful galvanic battery whilst she recounted disasters compared 
with which the trials of Job would sink into insignificance. After a sleep­
less night I sent off a little image, which had occupied a conspicuous 
place in my collection of curios, to a maidenaunt with a penchant for 
missionary societies, who had made a will in my favour. Now, after the 
lapse of years I find tha t this story has reincarnated as a novel, and 
owes its rebirth to Mr. Anstey.

The idol and the (?) saint in whose honour ifc was sefc up are introduced 
to the reader in a Prologue, which forms a complete story in itself. A
* Jiua,’ * A rhat’ or ‘ T irthankar’ had long been expected by fche Jains, a 
Beet of Buddhist schismatics. The Guru of the sect discovered the fcirfch- 
ankar to have incarnated in a village in Mysore, its fleshly envelope being 
the body of a lad whose ‘ superior force of will and ingenuity procured 
him the leadership in all mischievous enterprises,’ I t  was passing strange, 
bu t ‘ there could bo no possible mistake on tha t point, for the body 
bore every one of the mystic signs and marks which denoted his high 
mission. Accordingly, the youth, having had greatness thrust upon him, 
was trained for his high calling, and became in due course a yogi. 
Chalanka, for such was the mystic name conferred on the holy man, 
acquired power over the forces of nature, though ‘ his miracles, to fche 
end of his days, resembled the more ill-natured kind of practical joke/

Years passed by : the mystic dismissed his disciples, whom he had 
inspired with fear rather than love, and retired to a hermitage in the 
rocks to pass his life in self-centred contemplation. Not long after this 
event, to the surprise of the faithful Jains, his body wns found one 
morning stiff and swollen a t the foot of a precipice. Then arose the 
question of canonization—whether an image should be sefc up in his 
honour in the little Jain temple of the village, in company with the 
tirthankars who had gone before. Was ho really and truly a J in a ?  
W as such love of approbation and irascibility of temper as he had dis­
played consistent with arhatship ? Had he enriched the faith wifch any 
new revelation? The Guru decided these questions in the affirmative, 
and the image was prepared and sefc up in a niche of its own in fche 
little Jain  temple. The old priest Acharya Chick ‘ could nofc consider
his latest deity an acquisition.......he was too old to relish having a new
object) of veneration thrusfc upon him.* He gave it  the smallest 
offerings, the least tempting fruits and the more faded flowers^ The

’ * % # A noxel by Anstey. I VdL Smith Elder afrd’Co.' Lbnddn, 1886.



m orn ing  follow ing the  in s ta lla tio n  of h is new  object of worship, A ch a ry a  
C hick was s i tt in g  in th e  tem ple po rch  in  m ed ita tio n , w hen _he, w a s  
in te rru p ted  bv an  unexpected  visit, from  h is r iv a l, R am  C liunga, of th e  
la rg e  B rahm an  tem ple near by. T h e  g re a t B ra h m a n  h ad  on su " d ry  
occasions m ade offers to  the  m in is tra n t of th e  J a m  t e m p l e . t o P « ^ asa
an im age of S iv a  which was en sh rin ed  in t h e  s a n c t u a r y  of the  fo r th an k ars .
“ „w , h e  dem anded  th a t  the  G od shou ld  be given up to  h im  w ith o u t 
paym ent, and w hen  th e  Ja in  m ild ly  rem o n stra ted  poured  in to  hm 
ear a  sto ry  a b o n t th e  defu n c t a s c e t i c - 4 a  s to ry  of sto len  joys of 
de tec tion  h ideous pun ishm en t a n d  fierce d e sp a ir  ; and  how a  dan c in g  
g irl of the B rah m an  tem ple h ad  sh ared  h is fa te . T he J a in  rem ain ing^  
o b d u ra te , the  B ra h m a n  devoted  h .m  to  th e  a n g e r of tb e  gods an d  
deD arted T ho  s to ry  goes on to  re la to  how  A charya  C hick  to m  rt 
a ll th e  offerings and  a ll th e  ado rnm en ts  of a ll h is l i t t le  c irc le  o t 
gods rem oved and  p iled  up before th e  efiigy of C h a lan k a ; and on th e  
fo llow ing  day , nil th e  gods w ere found to  have  been thrown d o rn i f .o m  
th e ir  n iches and defaced (had  th e ir  noses and  ears c u t o ft). I W U y ,
b y  th e  im p o rtu n ities  of h is flock th e  J a m  w as forced to prom ise, th e  
idol of S iva  to  h is  enem y, who a rra n g e d  a m ig h ty  procession to  
i t  with tom-tom and tamnsha to  its  new hom e. A t sunset th e  rath, o r  
idol-car, a rrived , con ta in ing  th e  im age of th e  g re a t B rah m a  w ho had  
com e to  esco rt h is  p a rtn e r in th e  H indoo  T rim u rti to  h is  n  .
S iv a  was p laced by h is side, an d  th e  cu rta in s  w ere draw n‘ 
w h ils t th e  B ra h m a n  held  fo rth  to  th e  crow d. O u d r w w R  b ack  th e  
dranerv i t  was found  th a t  th e  tw o ido ls w ere b roken  and  sc iitle ied  vh 
frag m en ts  abou t th e  car, w h ils t ‘ ê ugly li tt le  ti r th a n k a r  o w u p .e d th ?  
sea t of h o n o u r!  T h e  B rah m an  w as d iscom fited . T he J a in s  b o ie  
th e ir  new  god in tr ium ph  to  th e  sh rin e , w here  he rem ained  ^ n o j u e d  
a n d  w orshipped un til T ippoo S ah ib  ‘ took i t  in to  his
to  force th e  M ussulm an fa ith  ind isc rim in a te ly  upon a ll h .s  sub jec ts , 
w hen  th e  tem ples w ere destroyed  an d  th e  idols b u u e d . {emDi e

N o t feelin« m yself sufficiently versed  in th e  m ysteries of tem p  e 
in te rio rs  and” tem p le  life to t r u s t  to  m y ow n ju d g m en t in  su ch  m atte rs  
an d  a t  the sam o tim e being desirous of d o in g J u s t ic e  to th e  ta le n ts  an d  
e rud ition  of th e  au th o r, I  su b m itted  th e  P ro logue fo r c ritic ism  to  a
venerab le  B rah m an , whose im p en e trab ility  ° f  counte"*™ ?™ ^ m a tte rs  
of ca rriage  proclaim ed him  to be a  m an  of su p e rio r w isdom  m  a ll m a tte rs

“ “T o u r  w hite-fac^d^A ryan w rite r , h e  rem ark ed  in  n,.®a8"™ d ĥ n^ ,0J ^  
re tu rn in g  m e th e  book, may be w ise in h is own conceit b u t he know s 
nothin®  ab o u t th e  pods. W h y  should  he w rite  a  book a t  a ll, if  n o t to
s in g  th e ir  p ra ises ? W h a t reason can he have fo r m aking; tb  is J ^ c h e d  
little imacre of sectarian insignificance destroy the effigy of g 
B rah m a  ? B esides th is  Saheb-lSgue of th e  W est displnys crass ignorance  
S  every  line he w rites. To beg in  w ith , he calls a  w orthy  B ra h m a n  R am  
■ C hung i an  un co u th  com bination of syllables, by w hich  none of th e  
• tw ice  born ' ev e r w as o r ever cou ld  he nam ed  ^ g a m  an y  ch ild  
in  onr co u n try , ere  he cu ts h is second te e th , know s th a t B ra h m a  h ad  no 
av a ta rs , ami i «  never rep resen ted  as a  m an s io n  w ith  a 
of arms and a figure across his knees. Know that it  was the g 
V ishnu, w ho in ca rn a ted  as th e  N ara -S ii.h a*  to  p u n i j i  th e  w i c t o ^ i e s ^  
th e  g ian t H iru n y a  K asipu. I t  is to ld  ,n  th e  A gn , P u ra n a  how  B ^ a y a  
th e  door-keeper of Parad ise , o b ta in ed  a  boon fro m  i f e h m a  th a t  n e ith e r
gods nor m en, n o r  o th e r created  th in g s  th e n  exis ing , R lon , b ir th
to  Slay h im ,b y  d ay  o r n ig h t, in  h eaven o r on e a r th ;  how he to o k  b ir th

« From the Sanskrit Nara, a man, Sinha, a lion.

as the dailya H irunya Kasipu, openly defied thfc god Vishfcu, andbecamd 
a source of terror to the three worlds : how his son Prahlada rebuked 
him, for which he wag cast into the fire, dashed against the rocks, 
thrown fettered into the sea, trampled on by elephants, and subjected 
to a thousand other tortures from which he miraculously escaped, a t tr i­
buting his deliverance to the omniscience, omnipresence and omnipotence 
of the god Vishnu ; upon which liis father, tlie demon-man, struck ono 
of the crystal pillars with his sabre, and scofliiigly ordered the god to 
come out, if he were present: how Vishnu came out in the form of a 
N ara'Sinha, preceded by a stifling vapour, laid the demon king upon liis 
knee, and tore out his entrails, without violating the boon of Brahma ; 
for the time was twilight, neither day nor night, the avatar was a type 
which had never up to that time appeared, and the king was neither in 
heaven nor on earth, ba t between the two, on the knees of the avenger of 
the sanctity of the gods. Yonr author does not even know the literature 
of his own countiy ; for your pundit-poet Edwin Arnold in his hymn 
to Vishnu sings :

“ When tliou thy giant foo didst seize and rend.
Fierce, fearful, long and sharp wero fang and n a il;

Thou who tho lion and the man didst blend,
Lord of the universe ! Hail, Narsingh, hail !”

“ Then, again, this young man who presumes to write about the gods 
describes a pot-bellied image of Siva ! In the first place, he is not repre­
sented by an image, bnt by a lingham, the emblem of pow er; and in the 
second place, the only god with a large abdomen, of all the thirty-three 
crores of the Hindoo Pantheon, is the god Ganesh. B ut for this mistake 
Pome allowance must be made on the score of his nationality,for we are told 
th a t in England the Belly-god receives mucli worship, and that a special 
caste called the Al-der-men, under their caste-leader, the May-or, sacrifice 
to him hecatombs of sacred oxen, and of the earth-supporting turtle. F u r­
thermore, every idol has to be constructed according to mathematical 
proportions and measurements, which are given in a special book upon 
the subject. If  the rules are not accurately followed in every detail, the  
idol is liable to be taken possession of by some powerful evil spirit, could 
point out to you a lac of the most gross errors which this im­
pious youth has committed. Let him take warning, and not arouse 
the just resentment of the gods. But I  must take leave, as I  have 
a ceremony to perform.” W ith that my venerable friend departed. The 
arguments of this worthy man are unanswerable, but I am inclined to 
think that he was somewhat severe in his strictures, and allowed a spice 
of national prejudice to tincture his remarks. From the point of view 
of a western novel-reader, a grande liaison serieuse between a yogi and a 
temple nautch-girlis unique; though in the ancient books of tlie East 
.it is by no means uncommon—as for example, the Vikramaditya—in which 
a dancing-girl made a wager with king Vikram that sho would bring to 
the palace, within a year, a yogi who was half buried in the jangle, w ith 
grass and mosses growing over him, and won her bet by pretending to 
be a nymph from heaven. The scenes in tho temple and tlie d ia ­
logues between the rival priests make very pretty reading for any one 
■who is not too deeply versed in Oriental lore. For onr pleasure in read ­
ing novels of this kind it is perhaps fortunate that we are not all 
Brahmans-^-or Buddhists, for that matter,—for tho Buddha condemned 

... fiction r.l' ogether.
The storv itself deals with the god’s adventures in London. The 

luckless image had beon filched from its native land in the Gorgeous 
East by a reckless soldier, who paid the debt of his sacrilege and 
temerity in a watery grave. I t  came into the possession of a dealer r i



bric-d-brac, attd, after bringing npon him a few minor disasters in iho 
way of losses, breakages, burglaries and fires, was purchased by tlie 
heroine, a young lady described by one of her admirers as ‘ so fair, with 
eyes like stars, and a soul snowy pure.’ She is extremely bright and 
sprightly, which is somewhat unusual in the ‘ good g irl’ of the story­
book. As might bo expected of so very loveable a girl, Sybil Elsworth 
had a lover; in factshe had several, bu t she only loved one, a young 
artist just rising into eminence through his talents and the patronage 
of Mrs. Staniland, the young lady’s aunt, who had a mania for unearth­
ing geniuses. So Miss Sybil sent her idol as a present to her own true 
love, Ronald Campion, who wasnever to part with iton any consideration.
• Now, as ill luck wonld have it, this outward semblance of a god in 
*^ngy, mottled alabaster and dull red lacquer, was haunted by something 
very like a devil—by the restless shade of the hapless Yogi, who came 
to an untimely end uuder circumstances by no means creditable. This 
invisible personality, being anything but pleased a t not receiving the 
Puja  the simple Jains had paid him in the days of his greatness, vented 
his spleen upon the artist and his friends in a series of phenomena, most 
disastrous in their consequences. Mrs. Staniland’s favourite pug wag 
killed, letters miscarried, the lovers were estranged, the artist’s pictures 
were spoiled; and many other very terrible things happened. At last, 
through the kind officep of a young German Swede, with, the patronymic 
AxelNebelaen, the lovers were relieved of their somewhat too personal god.

The author gives a clever thumb-nail sketch of a certain class of 
London Society, which is neither the beau monde nor Bohemia, bu t lies 
somewhere on the borderland between the two. All his characters are 
living flesh and blood, and not the mere ink-and-paper people so often 
introduced to us in fiction. About the hero and heroine there is 
not much to be said. They are lovers, and very good lovers, too. 
Mrs. Staniland is a worldly old lady, with a ‘purplish mauve aura, and 
a good heart. She loves to patronise and play the philanthropist, 
nnd has no desire to hide the light of her virtues under a bushel. 
Mr. Babcock, who plays an important part as Ronald Campion’s rival 
for the hand of the fair Sybil, is perhaps the most telling character 
He, too, is an artist, not very successful as a painter, but well 
received everywhere on account of his wealth and his conversational 
talent, which is generally exercised at the expense of his friends. He
sums his ideas about Theosophy in a very few words tc ......you only
learn a lot of secrets you mayn't tu rn  to any account. And what's the 
end of it all ? Being ‘ absorbed into Buddha’—which, as far as I  can 
make out, won’t  make any difference to old Buddha, and would be tha 
end of me, Not that Nebelson hasn’t  powers of some kind. I  ’ve seen thafc 
fellow do things with cigarettes that were quite astounding in their way, 
and he produced a succession of raps out of old Lady Timberlake’s head 
the other evening that I  wouldn’t have believed unless I ’d heard them. 
As for bell sounds, when he’s in form he’ll tinkle all over with 'em, 
and they say he actually materialised a strawberry the other day, when 
they were half-a-crown a piece. Only where’s the sense of materialising 
one strawberry p These chaps ain’t practical.” This would-be adept H err 
Nebelsen, is quite a new character, and plays a conspicuous part in tho 
drama. His ‘greenness’ in matters occnlt is well bronght o u t ; for when 
asked how to exorcise an elementary he quotes Cromwell Varley's advice 
to spiritualists, who are troubled by spooks—‘ two ounces of nitre, put 
thom in a plate with one ounce vitriol—it will drive him away most 
likely. Atao in the great scene at the end,’ where the idol is destroyed, he 
tries to work wonders by following the letter of Ists Unveiled (the very

words he uses will be found in vol. ii, p. 507.) “ The sacred tetragram  
of nil the mystics,” says he, “ see; at each angle I write one letter of tho 
mirific name—tho four Buddhas who came and have passed away.” 
Now the veriest neophyte in occultism knows th a t the mirific name can­
not be put into letters—cannot even be communicated,—■ and that when 
B u c h  passages occur in Kabbalistic, Rosicrucian and Alchemical works, 
they are to be taken figuratively, and can only be understood by those 
who have crossed tho threshold and gained possession of the key 
to the mysteries. From this it might be inferred that Mr. Babcock’s 
insinuation, that the lightning which destroyed the image might 
have been attracted by the metal palette-knife, would be nearer 
the tru th  than the assertion of the aspirant to chelaship: ‘ I did 
those;’ unless, indeed, some friendly power responded to his earnest 
prayer and wielded in his behalf the forccs of the elemental 
plane. The scene in question makes a good denouement, and the 
various emotions of the little party in tho next room, are well brought 
out. Perhaps tho magical part of the exorcism, or rather the dissol ntion of 
the elemental and his effigy, would have been all the more effective if a 
little more colouring had been given to it. H err Nebelsen, with his 
book-knowledge of occultism, would hardly have omitted incense and 
certain other properties generally described as necessary adjuncts to ceremo­
nial magic. Another effective scene is that in which the guileless Swede 
endeavours to convince a frivolous drawing-room party of the tru th  of 
the eternal verities by means of a few phenomena, in the performance 
of which he has but partial success; for a drawing-room chair is ripped 
up but the long lost doll of the lady who desires its restoration is not 
found : also a cigarette which was burnt in a candle, does not reappear 
a t the command of the young neophyte. The conclusion, where he 
gets a note, as he believes, from his Guru, but in reality written and 
thrown by Mr. Babcock, saying in Greek characters : “ Do not a dam- 
fool be,” is a capital stroke of humour. Under the circumstances, it is 
not improbable that, if the advice had come from a Guru, it would have 
been in a similar strain.

The story hangs upon the manifestations of T irthankars ghost. In  
the construction and arrangement of these phenomena the author has 
displayed great discretion and has adapted himself to all sorts and 
conditions of readers. The thorough-going sceptic will say u Ah ! he 
shows up all tha t theosophical and spiritualistic humbug.” The half 
believer will say “ There may be something in it after a l l ;” and the full 
blown believer will be able to take it in the light in which he should 
take ifc. The author has got a very good idea of the general principles 
upon which such things are worked—the nature of the elemental and 
its connection with the idol, its manner of effecting its object by 
throwing a Maya, or illusion, on its victim, and making him do ono 
thing whilst he thinks that he is doing another : also as to its final dissolu­
tion and reabsorption into cosmic matter. There is always a possibility 
of explaining the occurrences by natural causes, which has been, 
found to be generally the case with occult phenomena, and is likely to 
be a stumbling-block to 1 researchers’ for some time to come* There 
is one, however, of Mr. Anstcy’s which cannofc thus be explained away. 
The artist smears some red paint across the idol’s eyes and defies 
it to resent the insult. l ie  becomes colour-blind, and only regains lus 
natural vision after removing the stain from the image and owning his 
belief in its power.

“ A F a lle n .Id o P  is m ore or less a sk it on T heosophy. B n t th e  strokes 
a r e  so p layful and  bo free from  Fpitc th a t  uo one w ill enjoy lead in g  i t



m ore than  th e  theosophists, them selves : m ost of them  are  s tr iv in g  to  g e t 
beyond th e ir  personalities, and  fo r a  m an  to  be ab le  to la u g h  a t  a  jo k e  
ag a in s t h im self is  ce rta in ly  a  s tep  in  th a t  d irec tion . In d eed , m any  of 
th e  points w ill bo m issed by those read e rs  w ho are  to ta lly  u n acq u a in ted  
w ith  th e  li te ra tu re  of th e  sub jec t. I t  w ill probably  be a  g re a te r  success 
th an  “ V ice-V ersa fo r the p lo t o f th a t  novel was so u tte r ly  im possib le 
as to m ak e  i t  laughab le  as a  sc ream in g  f a r c e ; bu t th e  p re sen t w ork  is  
endow ed w ith  such  a close sem blance  of re a lity , an d  such a  fine v e in  
of h u m o u r th a t  i t  is w orthy of a  h ig h e r  p lace in  th e  rea lm  of fiction. 
T h e  book bears evidence of th o ro u g h  a n d  care fu l w orkm ansh ip , a n d  
th e  d ialogue is alw ays sp rig h tly . M r .A n stey ’s ‘ F a llen  I d o l’ is lik e ly  
to  be se t on  h ig h  in  E u rope  fo r som e tim e  to  come. I t  h a s  a lre a d y  
passed beyond  its  firs t ed ition , a n d  m ay  have  fifty.

N. C.

T h e  P a t h .
I n  th e  Ju n e  and  Ju ly  num bers of th is  m agazine M r. B je rre g a a rd  con ­

tin u es h is  va luab le  notes on Sufism . T hese  num bers  also co n ta in  fu r th e r  
in sta lm en ts from  “ A  H in d u  C hela’s D ia ry ,” descrip tive  of th e  w rite r ’s 
v is it to  B enares, and  in  w hich he  says th a t  a ll th e  tem ples in  th a t  holy  
c ity  w ere o rig ina lly  in tended  to  se rve  as a  p e rm an en t reco rd  of th e  
occult doctrine . I n  th e  sam e w ay  th e  w hole lan d  of E g y p t is sa id , b o tli 
in  its  te r r ito r ia l divisions and  th e  position  a n d  sym bology of i t s  b u ild ­
ings and  m onum ents , to be a  g re a t book of in itia tio n . In  a n  a rtic le  on 
th e  “ P o la r ity  of th e  H um an  B ody ,” M r. Q uetil says : u  T he h u m an  body 
rep resen ts  th re e  horse-shoe m agne ts , tw o  of th em  h av in g  th e  n e u tra l 
po in t a t  th e  sum m it of th e  head  an d  th e  th ird  in  an  in v e r te d  po sitio n  to  
th a t  of th e  tw o  firs t ones. T he  ax is of th e  m ost im p o r ta n t d iv ides u s 
la te ra lly  fro m  r ig h t  to left, th e  o th e r  from  th e  fo re p a rt to  th e  back  p a r t  
of th e  body. T h e  firs t horse-shoe m ag n e t h a s  its  n e u tra l p o in t a t  th e  
sum m it of th e  head , and  its  ex trem itie s  o r poles a t  th e  r ig h t  h an d  an d  
th e  le f t h a n d  ; th e  r ig h t hand  b e in g  th e  positive, and  th e  le f t  h a n d  th e  
neg a tiv e  pole. T he second horse-shoe m ag n e t has also its  n e u tra l p o in t 
a t  th e  su m m it of th e  head, an d  th e  ex trem itie s  or poles of its  tw o b ra n ­
ches are th e  r ig h t  an d  the left fo o t; th e  r ig h t  foot being positive  and  th e  
le f t  foo t n eg a tiv e . The th ird  horse-shoe m ag n e t has its  n e u tra l  p o in t a t  
th e  perineum , and  th e  ex trem ities of its  b rauches are  th e  fo rehead  a n d  
th e  o c c ip u t; th e  forehead  being  positive  and  th e  o cc ip u t n e g a tiv e .”  
“ L iv ing  th e  H ig h e r L ife” is a  p rac tica l and  valuab le  a rtic le , especially  

in te n d e d  to w arn  Theosophists a g a in s t fo rcing  them selves u n p rep a red  in to  
asceticism .
i *T he Ju ly  n u m b er also contains co n tin u a tio n s  of p ap e rs  on  th e  H e r ­
m etic  P h ilo so p h y  a n d  th e  K abbala .

M r. Ju d g e -h a s  been , th u s  fa r , g iv in g  n s an  in te re s tin g  m agaz ine, 
b eau tifu lly  p rin te d  on superio r pap e r, an d  a t  a  cheap  p rice .

T h e  V i c h a r a  S a g  a r a *

T iie  V ich a ra  S agara , o r  O cean of T h o u g h t, is an  ad m irab le  a n d  
indeed ,'exhaustive trea tise , in H in d u s tan i, on th e  m ain  p roblem s of V e d a n ta  
philosophy, by th e  w ell-know n S ad h u  N isclia ladas, a p n p il of th e  ce leb ra ­
ted  M ahatm a D adu . A ll k now ledge  b eg in s w ith  th o u g h t ; b u t r ig h t 
know ledge follow s from  r ig h t [ th o u g h t; w h ich  Shree S h a n k a ra c h a ry a  
defines to be none o th e r th an  th e  in q u iry  in to  life, its  b eg inn ing , and  end .

* Edited by Shericf Salep Mnhomed, of Bombay j With notes, critical and expla­
natory, by I’andita Shree Fitambaraji.

T h e  Vich&ra S a g a ra  is an  ocean of th o u g h t in  th is  sense of th e  w ord ; 
T he book opens w ith  th e  usual descrip tion  of th e  fou r req u is ite s  of a  
com position . T h e  snb jec t, th e  re la tio n , th e  reader, and th e  ob jec t; 
T h e  q u a litie s  w h ich  m ake  one a fit re a d e r  o r s tu d e n t of th e  V e d a n ta  
in c lude  th e  w hole of th e  p re lim in ary  s tag es of l ia ja  Y oga, b e g in n in g  
w ith  V iveka, V a irag y a , an d  end ing  w ith  M um uksliu ta . T h e  book th e n  
conceives th ree  d iffe ren t k inds of s tu d en ts , vary in g  in  the degree of th e i r  
p rep ara tio n , n a tu ra l  as w ell as acqu ired , fo r ap p rec ia tin g  the  tru th s  of an  
a b s tru se  y e t ra tio n a l an d  sub lim e philosophy like th e  V edan ta  ; and  en d ) 
w ith  hav in g  m ade each  of them  J iv a n m u k ta  (absolved even while liv in g s  
b y  various a rg u m e n ts , p ro  an d  con, su ited  to  th e  requ irem en ts  of 
each . T h is  is c a rr ie d  o u t by  a  b e a u tifu l allegory , in w hich T a tv a d r is ti 
(In tu itio n ) , A d ris ti (S cep tic ism ), and  T a rk a d r is t i  (F re e -th in k in g )— th e  
th re e  sons of k in g  S h u b h a  S a n ta ti (H o ly  Sansk& ra), a tta in  to moksha, 
n n d e r  p ro p e r in s tru c tio n , th e  la s t h av ing  adv ised  h is fa th e r  also, of th e  
tr u th s  of th e  h ig h e s t aim . T here  a re  m any S an sk rit w orks on th e  
ph ilosophy  of th e  V ed an ta , a ll based  on th e  U p an ish ad s  an d  th e  S u tra s  
of V yas as ex p la ined  b y  S h an k ara , w h ich  i t  is d ifficult fo r m any reasons 
to  go th ro u g h  in  a n y  sh o rt period of time* T he  p re sen t volum e, in ­
asm uch  as i t  em bodies in  itse lf a ll th e  p rinc ipa l th in g s  con ta ined  in  
these  w orks, is rea lly  a  blessing to  those  w ho do n o t know  S a n sk r it. 
N ay , i t  does m ore , O n ce rta in  k n o tty  po in ts th e  w ork  d isp lays su c li 
lu c id ity  and  accu racy  of th o u g h t th a t  i t  is a lm ost difficult to deny  th a t  
even in  classica l w rite rs  th e  liko of i t  is n o t easy  to find. W o m ig h t 
m en tio n  i t  here  fo r th e  benefit of those  who w ish  to  stu d y  th is  ra re  
book th a t  i t  h a s  been tra n s la te d  in to  E n g lish  by som e gen tlem an  in  
D elh i.

The V edan ta  deals w ith  th e  phenom ena of m a tte r  and  life, and  d e­
c la res, q u ite  in  accordance  w ith  m odern  science, th a t  the  u ltim a te  n a tu re  
of th e  fo rm er can n o t be com prehended . I t  can n o t bo said  to  exist in  
th e  sense in  w h ich  G od— th e  g re a t k n o w er of a ll— exists; n o r can  i t  bo 
sa id  not to exist in  th e  sense in tw hich  th e  “ ho rns of a  h a re ” do not exist. 
H ence i ts  n a tu re  is sat as w ell as asat, i. e., anirvachahiya, o r in d e sc r i­
bab le . B u t  th e  V edan ta  fu r th e r  m a in ta in s  th a t  n o th in g  ex ists  b u t  in  
a n d  of B rah m a  ( th e  sup rem e sat) devoid of a ll p ropertie s o r cond itions , 
a n d  th a t  th e  indescribable crea tio n  is b u t a  m ere shadow  in  rea lity . 
T h is , th e  m ain  fo rte  of th e  V edanta , is a ttack ed  by all descrip tions of 
opponents , as a  position  ex trem ely  un tenab le  an d  th ere fo re  easily v u ln e ­
rab le . I f  ev e ry th in g  is B rahm a, an d  B rahm a, is w ith o u t conditions, 
w h e re  s tands th e  hy p o th e tica l shadow  of th e  w orld ? H ow , ag a in , can  
Avidya, o r ig n o ran ce , th e  m a te ria l cause of th is  shadow , co -ex ist w ith  
i ts  opposite, Vidya , o r dnyana, the  h y p o th e tica l a ttr ib u te  of B rah m a  ? 
A n d  how , las tly , from  th e  analogy  of a  rope  conceived in  darkness to be  
a  snake, could  th e  w orld be falsely  a tt r ib u te d  to  B rah m a, un less i t  be 
g ra n te d  ag a in s t th e  hypothesis t h a t ; like  tho  snake, i t  also h ad  b een  
d irec tly  seen in  reality, a t  Rome previous m om en t ? Theso aro th e  log ica l 
d ifficu lties— exoteric , of course— bese tting  a c lear com prehension of th o  
V edantic  theory . W e  m ay  assure o u r readers  w ith o u t in d u lg in g  in  a n y  
q u o ta tions , w h ich  w ould  necessarily  leng then  th is  sh o r t notice, th a t  th o  
V ich ara  S agara  w ill fu rn ish  a c lea r and  concise solu tion  of a ll th e se  
doub ts . I t  is a lw ays necessary  th a t  a  th in g  should  be c lea r iu  th e o ry  
before its  p rac tice  can fa irly  begin.

W e m ay d raw  a tte n tio n  to one m ore p o in t w hich  is defined w ith  eq u a l 
c lea rness in  th e  vo lum e u n d e r rev iew . W h a t are  th e  m ark s  of a  t r u e  
dnyani (en lig h ten ed  one) ? Is  he ablo to  freo h im self from  th e  law  of 
JPrarabdha? These a re  doubts w hich d a rk en  th e  m en ta l v ision  of m a n y



an inquirer into the secrets of the higher sciences. Let him who wished 
to realise the characteristics of a trne Guru turn to the Vichara SAgara, 
and he will find therein a clear and logical statement of the way in 
which an enlightened sage can be distinguished from the rest of the 
world.

Besides these and many similar points of note there is not a single 
creed, not any single school of philosophy, which has not its proper 
place assigned to it in the attem pt at general reconciliation pnt forth 
in this volume. W ith this brief analysis of the book and its contents, ifc 
will be seen that i t  is justly inscribed with the couplet:—

j |  VS '

i. e., The Shastras (the different cults and creeds) howl on, like 
jnckals in a forest, only so long as the mighty lion of the Vedanta has 
not sent forth his thundering roar.

To the book is appended a small but very valuable treatise, styled 
the Vrittiratndvali, by the well-known Pandita Pitam baradasaji of 
Bombay, whose notes, critical and explanatory, on the body of the book 
under notice are most valuable. The Y ritbiratnavali is an abridgement 
of the Vrithiprobhakara of Nischaldas, the author of the Vichara 
Sagara, which appears to be based mostly on the text of the Vedauta 
Paribhasha. This is a rather technical and abstruse work, setting forth 
the nature of knowledge, and of the instruments of knowledge, begin­
ning with Perception, in accordance with the principles of the Vedanta,- 
as opposed to those of the Nyaya aud other minor philosophies. Astudy 
of this or any similar work is most essential to a clear comprehension 
pf ali the facts of the sublime Vedanta.

M. N. D.

JitHTO au(t Iwwuil Uotya.

W e hear from Germany that it  is proposed to reorganise the remains of 
the original Rosicrucian Brotherhood of the Middle Ages (nofc to be 
confounded with the Masonic Rosicrucians) and to form them into a, 
secret mystical society, having the following objects :—

The object of the Rosicrucian Society is fco heal all diseases of the mind 
and those of the body ; to cure not only individual men, but hum anity as a 
whole, of ignorance and its consequent evils, such as superstition, morbid 
desires, fear and doubt, animosity and passions, and thereby to prevent and 
cure all the causes that produce bodily diseases; for the body itself is a 
product of the mind, all diseases, whether inherited or acquired, are ori­
ginally caused by certain mental states, and by restoring the meutal 
equilibrium we may cure the canses that produce suffering. To restore 
the health of the body, the health of the mind should be restored. To 
infuse the mind of the morally or physically sick with a strong fa ith  
in the law of eternal justice; with confidence in the wisdom and power 
of the Supreme; with hope based upon knowledge ; and with a strong will, 
acting in accordance with the will of “ God ” will be more useful, than to 
infuse his body with drugs, which freqently do harm, and very often 
accomplish nothing moro than to suppress the manifestations of external 
effects of internal causes, while the causes themselves are left to remain 
and to accumulate strength according to the law of Karma, whose action,

if merely suspended, will manifest itself still more powerfully on some 
future occasion.

The R o s i c r u c i a n  S o c i e t y  is, therefore, properly speaking a medical 
society, although nofc in the ordinary acceptation of tha t term.* I t  is 
intended to be composed of members, who are “ physicians for the soul,’* 
a.nd the ideal Rosicrucian is a person, who is a t( physician” as well as a 
“ priest” ; a king in the realm of tbe mind, who knows all the laws and 
conditions th a t exist in his kingdom, and who rules by the power of the 
universal spirit, acting through him. I f  to his knowledge of tho mind is 
added a knowledge of the details in regard to the anatomy, physiology, 
etc., of the body, and an understanding of the relations that exist between 
that body and external nature, his usefulness will be correspondingly 
increased.

Such a priest, king and physician was T h e o p h r a s t u s  P a r a c e l s u s , the 
reorganizer of the ancient Rosicrucian Society. His system of medi­
cine was a Universal system, intended for the mind as well as for the 
body ; his principal remedy was an Universal Panacea, a spiritual 
“ tincture ” composed of faith, hope and good will, which, if wisely 
employed, “  tinctured ” the source of all life with thafc which gives life, 
purifying the mind and restoring the body to health.

Ifc will be admitted, that to accomplish this greafc object, a greafc 
deal of knowledge will be required. Those who desire to assisfc nature 
in the development of man should know the constitution of m an; the 
organizations of bis higher principles as well as thafc of his lower ones, 
&nd the relations in which these organizations stand to each other and 
to external nature, to the Universal Mind, and to the source of all life. 
The second object of Rosicrucian Society, therefore, is to acquire 
knowledge in all the departments of nature, as well as in tha t realm 
which is called “ Spirit; ”but as the highest, or divine principle in man, 
the spirit can only be known by studying it in its manifestations! 
As the highest manifestation of form of which we know is man conse­
quently man must be their principal study; and as the divine Atma, 
which w’e desire to study can, by a seeker after the truth, be found no­
where nearer than in hi3 own soul, consequently the aim of the true 
Rosicrucian is to prepare the conditions by which this divine principle 
may come to self-consciousness, and attain  self-knowledge within his 
own soul.

The th ird  object of Rosicrucians is to practice the tru th , and to employ 
their powers and gifts for such purposes as will be the most useful; and 
as the most useful is that which confers the greatest benefits upon the 
greatest nummer, consequently their principal efforts are directed to 
{ameliorate the condition of humanity as a whole.

We have received the above first part of the Society’s exposition of its 
philosophy identical with the W^isdom-Religion—and it appears to us 
that it is destined to do a great and important work in the spiritual ameli­
oration of mankind. As those who read the article on tho Rosicrucians, 
in the April number of this magazine, will remember, there is in Europe* 
a large collection of documents formerly belonging to the old Rosicrucians. 
These have lain hidden for a long time, and ifc is now proposed to draw 
on this storehouse of ancient wisdom for the good of the world. Needless 
to say, we could wish only triumphant success to a Society formed by 
legitimate heirs to the wisdom of Theophrastus.. If this be such an one, it 
must be built upon the sure foundation of the Divino Science, and wo hail 
with gladness this resurruection of tho Rosy Cross, and rejoice in the 
prospect that its beams are once more to shine over land and sea.

# “  M e d ic in e ,” o r ig in a te s  f r o m  medcor , to  hea l .



B eq uests.
B t d irection  of th e  Conncil, we call th e  special a tte n tio n  of an y  of o u r 

b ro thers  who m ay be disposed to  leave p ro p e r ty  to  th e  Society by will, 
to the form  of B equest a t tbe end  of the  R u les fo r 1885-6. A s th e  T heo- 
Eophical Society is no t ch a rte red , any  bequest n o t m ade in  accordance  
w ith  th is  form  w ill be ren d e red  n u ll and void. T h ro u g h  non-com ­
p liance  w ith  th is  recom m endation , th e  Society  has re cen tly  susta ined  a 
loss of nearly  e ig h t thousand  pounds ; th a t  sum  hav ing  been le f t  i t  by a  
f r ien d  in  Scotland , w hose legacy  was d isallow ed on appea l to law , 
because the  S ociety  w as not incorporated . T he  P re s id e n t, H e n ry  S teel 
O lco tt, and , a fte r  him , his successor in  office^ is th e  legally  elec ted  T ru stee  
of th e  Society.

T he  C onvention of 1885-6 adop ted  th e  fo llow ing  fo rm ,—* to  w hich we 
g ive  place a t th e  p a rticu la r req u es t of th e  C o u n c il:—

“ I ,  A . B ., g ive (o r devise a n d  b equea th  as th e  case m ay  be) m y house 
a n d  g a rd en  (or o th e r p ro p erty  as tho  case m ay  be), as h e reu n d e r fu lly  
described , u n to  C. D., the p re sen t P re s id e n t a n d  T ru s te e  of tb e  
T heosophical Society, fo r th e  pu rp o se  of th e  sam e b e in g  p ro p erly  and  
fa ith fu lly  used an d  applied  by him , nnd by h is  successors in  office, d u ly  
ap p o in ted  accord ing  to th e  R u le s  of th e  Society  fo r th e  tim e  being  in  
fo rce ,— fo r th e  sole and  exclusive use of such  S o c ie ty .’,

W e  have to  re g re tfu lly  no te  th e  d ea th  of tw o valued  m om bers of th e  
S ocie ty— Professor J . S m ith , P re s id e n t of th e  R o y a l S o c ie ty  of 
N . S. W , and  Ions' P ro fesso r of E x p e rim en ta l P h y sic s  in  S ydney  
U n iv e rs ity  ; and  L loyd  P . S m ith , E sq ., fo r very  m an y  y ea rs  L ib ra r ia n  
of th e  F ra n k lin  L ib ra ry , P h ilad e lp h ia , U . S. A . M r, S m ith  w as a  rip e  
scho la r an d  one of th e  best read  A m ericans of th e  day . A  few  m onths 
ago he p rin ted  in  The American, a  local p ap e r, a  h ig h ly  co m p lim en ta ry  
rev iew  of Colonel O lco tt’s Buddhist Catechism.

Our learned  an d  versatile  co lleague, M r. P . S reen ev asa  R ow , th e  
a n n o ta to r  of Light on ihe Path , w ill co n tr ib u te  to  V o l. V I I I  of 
th e  Theosophist a  charm ing  O rien ta l rom ance. I t  w ill ap p e a r co n tin u ­
ously  u n til com pleted . T he e ru d ite  au th o r w ill em body in  th is  w o rk  
a  m ass of facts re la ting  to A ry an  philosophy, E th ic s , M ythology , F ab le , 
M agic, T h o u g h t-tran sfe ren ce , e tc  ; th e  w hole tr u e  in  lite ra ry  fo rm  and  
color to the  sp ir it of E as te rn  th o u g h t and A ry an  a sp ira tio n . I n  th e  
O ctober num ber w ill appear a rtic le s  by M m e. B lav a tsk y , Col. O lco tt, 
M iss Cook, Mr. N araaim m iah , a n d  o thers .

U nder th e  auspices of B ab u  N oren d ro  N a th  S en  an d  o th e rs , a  
V eg e ta rian  Society is sho rtly  to  bo estab lish ed  in  C a lcu tta . T lie p ro ­
m oters are  anx ious to secure th e  co-operation  of a ll  in te re s te d  in  th is  
m ovem ent th ro u g h o u t In d ia .

B . M. S .—W e canno t answ er anonym ous le tte rs . 
A . 8 .— U navoidab ly  p u t over u n ti l  n e a t  m on th .

T H E  T H E O S O P H I S T .

S E P T E M B E R  1 8 8 G.

A M ER IC A .
The following new B ranches of th e  Theosophical Society have been formed 

in  the U nited  S tates :—
The Malden Branch Theosophical Society—Malden, Mass. President, 

Sylvester B axter. Secretary, F ran k  S. Collins.
The Los Angeles Theosophical Society—Los Angeles, California. President, 

Charles W . Bush. Secretary, John  R. M eister.
The Golden Gate Lodge of Theosophy—San Francisco, California. 

Fresident, M artha Bangle, pro. tem. Secretary, Isaac B. Rum ford.
The Boston Theosophical Society—Boston, Mass. President, Charles 

R. K endall. Secretary, Susan E. Gay.
The Cincinnati Theosophical Society—Cincinnati, Ohio. President, 

R obert Hosea. Secretary, Dr. E. Y. H ow ard.
The Gita Branch Theosophical Society—A ldrich, A labama. President, 

W. F. A ldrich, Secretary, Charles T urner.
The Occident Theosophical Society—New York, N. Y. N am es not y e t 

reported.
The Keystone Theosophical Society—Philadelphia, Ta. Names not yet 

reported.

B A N G A LO R E.
D uring Col. O lcott’s recent v isit to th is place, he founded two Branches 

of the Theosophical Society, w ith officers as under :—
The Bangalore Cantonment Theosophical Society —President, P. Sadasiva 

M oodelliar; Vice-President, M. C hengiah C h e tty ; T. C. M ahasam y Pill6; 
Secretary, A. C. S ingaravelu M oodelliar; Asst. Secretary, T. C. V iraragavalu 
P ille ; Treasurer, A. M aigandadava M oodelliar ; Librarian, Jag an a th a  C het­
t ia r ;  Councillors, V. S. Velu M oodelliar; A. R. Chelvaraya M oodelliar; 
T. V. A rnachellam  P il le ; V. S. V idialinga Moodelliar ; A. P. M urugasa 
Moodelliar.

The Bangalore City Theosophical Society—President, E. C. Shunm ogavelu 
P illay ; Vice-President, K. R am achendra R a o ; Secretary, C. Mooroogasa 
Moodelliar ; Assistant Secretary, P- Srinjeevee N aidu ; Librarian, K. Strceni- 
vasa Iyengar ; Councillors, C. A udinarainsaw m y Naidu, K ristnappa, Sadasiva 
Pillay, Ramanjooloo N aidu, K ristnasaw m y Moodelliar.

Colonel O lcott’s v isit to B angalore was a m arked succors throughout. He 
delivered five lectures (a report of the last of which we copy from tho 
BangaloreSpectator) to crowded audiences, by whom he was m ostentnusinstically  
received. O ur Bangalore brothers are actively w orking and have raised funds 
for a L ibrary, and organised a series of weekly lectures on Theosophical 
subjects.

“ The subject of Colonel O lcott's fifth and last public lec-turc was th e  m ost 
fam iliar of all subjects to H indus—to w it—Karma. This m ay be f r e e l y  
translated  as the moral law of cause and effect to which f*verv being is sub­
ject. The lecture  was delivered in the City Theatre, to an audience th a t filled 
every seat and standing-place. These large gatherings prove but too conclu-



sively th a t Theosophy has taken a very deep hold upon the H indu  m ind ; and 
it  is no small compliment to the A m erican lecturer th a t  he is never forced to  
speak to any audience th a t does not fill the building, and  th a t he satisfies even 
the  most intelligent and best educated Brahm ins. The chair on the evening 
of Thursday the 29th Ju ly  1886 was occupied by M. R. Ry. R. V ijiand ra  Rao 
Avergal, Chief Secretary to the Dewan of Mysore, and the duties of th e  
honorary post were performed in a h ig h ly  dignified and satisfactory m anner. In  
introducing the speaker of the evening, the C hairm an said th a t the names of 
the T h e o s o p h i c a l  Society, Madame Blavatsky, and Col. O lcott were household 
words from one end of Ind ia  to the  other, and held in  h igh  r e s p e c t  among 
H indus. The eloquence and sincerity of Col. Olcott, he observed, had aroused 
in  the  national m ind and heart an in te rest in  the ir ancestral Philosophy th a t 
was a very rem arkable phenomenon of our times. The learned C hairm an fu r­
th e r  said th a t the subject of “ K arina” was perhaps more talked  of in In d ian  
households than  any o th e r ; every one knew som ething about it, and  for a 
W estern gentleman to  lecture upon it  m ight seem to some like “ Bringing 
Coals to Newcastle” B ut he was afraid  th a t the popular ideas about Karma 
w ere very superficial and m isleading. The rules of sp iritual developm ent 
Hre all laid down in u P a tan ja li’s” Sutras, and any one can learn how to 
e x t i n g u i s h  bad “ K arm a” and obtain “ M ukti.” B u t he said, it  was one th ing  
to  read  “ Patan ja li” w ith  the eyes, and quite ano ther to  read him  w ith the  
discernm ent of the s p i r i t ; one th in g  to quote P a tan ja li’s aphorism s, and 
quite another to practise and illustrate  them . H e could prom ise w ithout any 
fear th a t the audience would hear from their friend, the  L ecturer, an exposi­
tion of “ K arm a” th a t would be both  lucid and instructive .

Colonel Olcott then  came forward amid loud applause and deafening cheers, 
and  proceeded w ith  his discourse. H e disclaimed very em phatically all p re ­
tence of being a teacher ; he was b u t a student, and a  very humble one ; bu fc 
he had as strong a  yearning as any one could have to  learn  w hat th e  A ryan  
books could teach. The theory of “ K arm a” was the  expression of a desire 
of the philosophical in stinc t to account for the phenom ena of hum an experi­
ence. I t  was the  revolt of common sense against superstition  and  m ateria l­
istic  sccpticism. I t  was the analysis of the  problem of the  origin of Evil, 
and the remedy for injustice. I t  fitted on to and  crow ned all our m odern 
scientific progress. W ith in  the lives of persons in  th is audience i t  would, he 
thought, be generally accepted by the best th inkers th roughou t Christendom . 
“ K arm a” was the theory of cosmic equilibrium . I t  acted  upon the  sp iritual, 
m oral and intellectual planes no less than  upon the  physical. I t  was to tally  
d ifferent from “ K ism et” and “ P redestination ,” the  fatalistic  dogmas of 
Mahomedanism and Calvinism. The speaker had found g reat  ̂confusion 
am ong H indu reasoners as to Karma and Kismet, the two being alm ost 
confounded. This was a m isfortune, for Karma if understood, affords tho  
m ost intense stim ulus to the m oral and sp iritual natures. “ Karma” was 
divisible into three parts, viz., Sanchita, Prarabdha and Kriomdna : w hich 
m ay be interpreted as (a) the  whole body of potential “ K arm a accum ulated 
beliind a b e in g ; (h) th a t fractional portion of i t  which can find an outlet in  
any  given b ir th ; and (c) the fresh  additions we m ake to  i t  daily and hourly, 
by thought, word and deed. If  m en were liv ing b u t a single life on earth , 
an d  had been th ru s t into it  by an irresistib le body of “ K arm a” m agically 
o r supernaturally  collected in some super-terrestria l previous existence, then  
we should have to call h is earth ly  h istory  the outw orking of “ K ism et” or 
Fate . B ut H indu Philosophy does not teach th i s ; th a t  is the M ahom edan idea. 
H induism , he said, teaches “ K arm a” to be a constan tly  ac ting  law and 
energy, expending and augm enting itself a lternately , u n til th e  being has 
ru n  the round of the p lanetary cycles, and reached th e  suprem e condition of 
absolute spirit. Colonel Olcott defined the  different views of the ‘ A dw aita 
and other H indu  philosophers respecting  “ K arm a” and  God, and  closed 
with a feeling expression of g ra titude  for the g rea t kindness^ th a t had been 
shown him by the entire H indu com m unity of Bangalore, w hich was drow n­
ed in a thunder t)E applause.

The learned C hairm an in a few graceful words conveyed to the L ectu rer 
th e  warmest thanks of the audience, and on the ir behalf w ished the Colonel 
God-speed, and a long life for th e  prosecution of his benevolent w o rk ; 
(universal and long continued applause). The m eeting then  dissolved.

VELLO RE.
The following gentlemen have been elected office-bearers in th is Branch * 

President, R am anujulu N ayudu G aroo; Vice-President, V. S u b h aram iah ; 
Secretary, G. Subbuswamy A iy a r ; Assistant Secretary, P. R. K rishnasam i 
A iyar.

S IL IG U R I.
The first anniversary of th is B ranch was celebrated on th e  8 th  A ugust, 

th e  chair being taken by Babu D ina B andhu Voumic. A fter a short 
address by the President and the report of the Secretary, P u n d it K esub C han­
d ra  V idyara tna  of the B erham pur T. S., delivered an excellent address, w hich 
produced a m ost favourable im pression on all who heard  it.

G Y A N A N K U R .
The second anniversary  of th is B ranch w^as celebrated on the 2nd A ugust. 

P u n d it K esub C handra V idyaratna, of the B erham pur T. S., was present. 
A fte r expounding the B hagavat G ita  for an hour, the learned P u n d it then  
delivered a lecture on the aims and objects of the Theosophical Society. 
A ccording to the report read by the Secretary, m eetings were held alm ost every 
week. A  Sunday School has been opened for g iv ing moral in struction  to the 
young. The officers were re-elected as u n d er:—«

President, Raj K rishna M ookerji; Vice-President, A nkhoy C handra Moo­
kerji ; Secretary, Raj N arain Bose.

N O A H K H O LLY .
A new B ranch of the Theosophical Society lias been organised a t this place 

w ith officers as follows :—
President, C handra B hukshan C hakravarty  ; VicePresident, C handra K um ­

ar G uha Secretary, Jogendra N ath  C h ak rav arty ; Assistant Secretary and 
Treasurer, B osanta K um ar M ithra.

CEY LON .
The Buddhist Defence Committee P roceedings.

Rules and Bye-Laws.
The body now perm anently formed shall be known as the B uddh ist Defence 

Committee.
I ts  objects are as follow :—
(a) To defend by lawful means the B uddhist religion from  attacks by its 

opponents, and Buddhists from persecution or in ju ry  on account of th e ir 
religion.

(h) To prom ote the in terests of B uddhism  in all parts  of the  w orld, in co­
operation w ith all favourably disposed G overnm ents, Societies, and indivi­
duals.

(c) To serve as a channel of com m unication between S inhalese B uddhists 
and  th e  Colonial and Im perial authorities.

M em bership in the Committee shall be exclusively confined to persons 
openly professing the B uddhist religion.

I t  shall not be controlled by considerations of caste or sect.
I t  shall represent in its m em bership the different parts  of the  Island.
Services of all members shall be rendered gratu itously .
rlh e  term  of service of officers shall be for one year, bu t may be extended 

by consent of a m ajority of the Comm ittee a t the annual m eeting.
A nnually, on the Sunday next following after the Full Moon day of W esak, 

an  election shall be held by the Comm ittee in the town of Colombo, and ballots 
shall be cast for officers for the ensuing year.

The officers shall be a C hairm an, Vice-Chairman, Secretary, A ssis tan t 
Secretary, T reasurer, and Legal A dviser. A bsent members may vote by proxy.

Official communications of im portance on behalf of the Com m ittee shall be 
signed by th e  Chairm an and countersigned by the Secretary ; and  th e  la tte r  
shall invariably  preserve copies of the same in a suitable book of record. 
Should a proposed communication be deemed of sufficient m om ent, a  special 
m eeting oi the whole Committee shall be called for its consideration.

All notices of meetings shall be given by the Secretary in w riting , and w ith  
th e  consent of the Chairman.



Seven members shall constitute a quorum  for the despatch of business.
All questions before the Committee shall be decided by a m ajority  vote. 
The Committee has power to a lter and am end these Rules and Bye-Laws 

a t any m eeting; provided th a t previous two weeks* notice has been given to 
each member.

A letter from H is Excellency the Governor was read, in which he expresses 
his willingness to receive the address from the Comm ittee either a t K andy or, 
on his return , a t Colombo.

The Committee decided to present the address on H is Excellency’s re tu rn  
to Colombo.

I t  was proposed by Mr. R ichard deSilva and seconded by Mr. H. Don David 
th a t certain  K andyan chiefs be requested to become m em bers of th is Com­
mittee.

In  reply to a question why B uddhist p riests should not be taken into the 
Committee, the C hairm an explained th a t they  are bound to render assistance 
to  a movement of th is sort.

The H igh P riest said th a t th is Committee can always expect his co-operation 
and assistance.

Read a le tter from a B uddhist priest requesting  the  Com m ittee’s in te rfe r­
ence in obtaining the permission of the G overnm ent to occupy a cave in  a 
crown land.

Resolved th a t the p riest be informed th a t the C om m ittee’s interference is 
not needed as the Governm ent makes no prohibition in  a m atte r of th is sort.

Resolved th a t absent members be provided w ith p rin ted  copies of Rules.
A vote of thanks to the Chairm an and the H igh  P rie s t b rought the m eeting 

to a close.

G E N E R A L  B U D D H IS T IC  N E W S .
On the evening of the 14th in s tan t a  m eeting of the leading m en of the 

neighbourhood was held a t the house of M r. U. D. S. Goonesekera, of 
Colombo, to arrange for the ‘ establishm ent of a B uddh ist Sunday School a t 
or near Borella. I t  was decided th a t a build ing should be erected for th a t  
purpose, and Mr. Goonesekara k indly presented a piece of land in a suitable 
position as a site. A  subscription was set on foot to defray the cost of th e  
bnilding, and i t  was resolved th a t a  portion of th e  cash collected a t the  
m eeting should be a t once expended in the purchase of benches, so th a t a  
tem porary Sunday School m ight be commenced a t once in  a house near a t 
hand  which one of the gentlemen present prom ised to secure for th a t purpose. 
I t  was decided th a t a public m eeting of B uddhist paren ts be called on the 
24th instant, and th a t the school be commenced on the 25th.

The Sunday Schools a t K otahena and B arber S tree t (Colombo) were fo r­
mally opened by Mr. C. W. Leadbeater on the 18th Ju ly  in  the presence of a 
large crowd of natives and burghers. Fifty-five children attended  a t K otahena 
and fifty-eight a t B arber S treet, and it  is confidently hoped th a t  these num ­
bers will be largely increased in a few weeks’ time. M any B uddhist paren ts 
who were present earnestly  expressed th e ir satisfaction a t th e  establishm ent 
of the Schools, and the ir g ra titude  to the Theosophical Society for providing 
them.

A  m eeting was held a t K alu tara  on the 18th instan t, a t w hich several mem ­
bers of the H ead-Q uarter’s Staff of the Colombo Theosophical Society were 
present. A  local Society was formed to work for the  revival of B uddhism  in 
the d is tric t under the direction of the Colombo T. S., and fifty-six m em bers 
were enrolled. This Local Society undertakes to build  and  endow a B uddh ist 
Bchool a t K alu tara  on condition th a t  the Colombo T. S., will take over the  
School and endowment, and act as its Board of M anagers. This the Colombo 
Society consents to do. A  subscription of Rg. 50 for the B uddh ist N ational 
F und  was also collected a t the m eeting.
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T H E O SO P H Y .
Isis Unveiled, by II. P. Blavatsky (2 ro l3 )
The Occult World, by A. P. Binnett (4th e d . f  
Esoteric Buddhism, by do. . .  '
The Purpose pf Theosophy, by Mrs. A. p. Sinnett 
H uts on Esoteric TheosopAy, No. I 

Do. No. II

Theosophical Socioty HlSt<
The Idyll of the White Lotus, by M. c. 
Light on the Path, by M. c. ...
rpi T • ?x0, * . . (for clistribufcion) 10 for The Light of Asia, by Eflwin Arnold 
The Perfect Way; or the Finding of Christ'
T h a n  g  A t h e ° M e t a p h v B i c s " o f  r^ - tu(1 °  n ( o f

phasL ev i) ...
E lix ir of Life
Pearls Of Truth, by the Countess Wachtmeieter, F T 8 
Epitome of Aryan Morals, by P. Sreenevas Row, F T S

Sayings of A" 8 * 10° C°pie3 8‘8! 1’000 ' oPi
Soul, its nature and development...
Mona Singh, b̂  d . M. s. ...
The Aim Of Life, by Siddheswar Ghoeh 
Fragments of Occult Truth, Nos. 2 to 8 (per set of 7 )
_ „  (mixed Nos.) 10 for
Collection of Col. Olcott's Lectures, Madras Edition .!
The Nature and Aim of Theosophy, by J. D. Buck
R o n k the Ancient Mysteries, by J. D Back

™ (for distribution) 16 for ...
Report of the Tenth Anniversary ...

R E L IG IO N .
A  Buddhist Catechism, by Col. H. s. Olcott, P. T s .
Buddhism, by T. W. Rhys-Davids ...
The Bhaffavad-Gita, trans. by J. Davies

®0. »» by Charles Wilkins
i  S °X (fouclaina, by Bishop Bigaiidet in 2 toIs.
Buddhist Birth Stories ................
Catena of Chinese Scriptures, by Beal 
Dhammapadn, i v Beal ... ... ... ' ‘
The Sankhya Karika of Iswara Krishna, by John i)aWe»
The Birth of the War-God, by Kalidasa ...
The Sarva-Darsana-Samgraha, by Madhava Acbarya 
Udanavarea, by Rockhin ...
Metrical Translation of Sanskrit Authors, by Muir ‘
Hindu Pantheism, by Jn robs 
Philosophyof the Upanishads, bv (Rough !!!
The Religions of Inaia , by Barth ...

R*. A.
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R E L I G I O N .— {Continued ) Rg A •

Oriental Religions, by Jolmaon (2 vole.) ................................................  3
Vedailtism, by Babu Drijadaa Datta... ... "i, T q'" 0 6
Isavasvopanishad, translated by S. namaswami Iyer, F. T. . ... ... o 4
Atma Bodh, translated by B. P. Narasimiah, F. T. a. ... • ••
The Vedantasara, Sanskrit text it. Devanagari characters and trans- q

lafcions into English, Hindi and Bengali ... **• ^ ^
The Vedantasara, English translation only ... • •• ••• * 3 o
Heaven and Hell, by Emanuel Swedenborg ... ••• ••• ••• 3 *3
Rational Christianity, by Hugh Junor Browne ... ••• ••• 0

S u S U W . r . h i p ,  i j ,  ..« .< ■ < ; ,  ,
1 M. Westropp ... ••• # ••• •** . ”* ^3 g
Phallicism, by Hargrave .Tonnings ••• ••• p t s” 2 6P a t a n j a l i ’s  Y o f fa  P h i l o s o p h y ,  edited by Tukaram latya, F.T.S. ...
The Question Settled or Religion versus Superstition 

M E S M E R I S M .
Science and Art of Organic Magnetism, by Miss C. L. Hunt... ... 13 8

P r a c t i c a l  I n s t r u c t i o n s  o n  A n i m a l  Magnetism, by J. P. F. Deieuze ... u . u
The Text Book of Mesmerism, by Dr. Williams .................................
How to Mesmerise, by Prof. Cadwell ... —  • • ••• 0
Library of Mesmerism ... ••• ...................................... ...  " ' . 3 0
Vital Magnetic Cure, by a Magnetic Physician .................................  4  8
Mental Cure, by Evana ... ... ••• -  -  .  0
Artificial Somnambulism, by Dr. Fahnestock ... ... •••
The Modern Bethesda, by A. E. Newton ................................................

S P I R I T U A L I S M .
People from the Other World, by Col H S. Olcott r. T. s. ... ... 2 0
A New Basis of Belief in Immortality, by J. S. Farmer ... ... 1 o
Psychography, by M. A. (Oxon) ... ... ..................
Transcendental Physics, by Zollner ...............  » jj
Pioneers of the Spiritual Reformation ... ... .................. ‘ ”
The Scientific Basis of Spiritualism, by. Epes Sargent ... ... & . u
Proof Palpable of Immortality, by do. ... ...
The Debatable Land between This World and the Next, by

Robert Dale Owen ... ••• '** “* o n
Miracles and Modern Spiritualism, by A. R. Wa lace  ................  3 o
A Defence of Modern Spiritualism, by A. R. Wallace ... ... 0  i«s

O C C U L T  S T O R I E S .
Zanoni, by Bnlwer Lytton... ... ••• ••• ••• ••• j* ®

• p 0# cheap edition ... ... ... ••• u o
A Strange Story by do. ... ... 2 8

j)0> cheap edition ... ... «
The Coming Race by do. ... ... -  ................................. 2 8

J)q, cheap edition ... .»• • *. ••• x o
Karma* a Novel, cheap Edition, by A. P. Sinnett; ... ... ' 2 12
A cross’the Zodiac; a Story in 2 Vols., by Percy. Greg ... ... 4 o
Mr. Isaacs, a Tale of Modern India, by F. Marion Crawford ... 8 8
Zoroaster, by F. Marion Crawford..................................................................  ••• 4 0
Flatland by A. Square ... ... — — ••• ••• * *
The Persian King by Bnlwer Lytton .. ••• ••• ••• •• J: "
The Brother of the Shadow, by Mrs. Campbell Praed ... ... 0 ia

H E A L T H .
A Health Catechism ... ••• . ••• ••• ••• ... 0 8The Perfect Way in Diet, by Dr. A. Kmgsford ................................. 1 8
The Diet Question • •• ••• — •••' — ••• ” 1“
The Alcoholic Controversy .................. ••• .................. * «
The Bath, its History ancl Uses ... ... ••• ••• ■••• » i-j
Water Cure for the Million • ................................................  J? “
Heredity and Responsibility m Parentage... ... ... ... o 5

C H A R A C T E R -R E A D IN G  A N D  P H R E N O L O G Y .

Rs. A.
Heads and Faces, by Professor Nelson Sizer (184 pp. 8vo. and 188 Illtis- 
. trations—strongly recommended) ... ... ... ... 1 4
Indications of Character in the Head and Face, by II. s. Drayton,

M’ ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ' o 12
Handbook of Physiognomy, by Rosa Baughan ... ... o 12
Howto Study Character ... ... - ... ..............; ... i *8
How to Read Character ... ... ... ... ... ... 3 o
Chiromancy by Firth and Heron-Alien ... ... ... 0 12
Manual of Chirosophy, by e. II. Allen ... ... ... 4 0
Art of Judging Character by Handwriting ... ... ... 3 2Palmistry, by Rosa Baughan ... ... ... ... ... 0 12
Chirognomancy, by do. ... ... ... ... 1 0
Palmistry, Chirognomancy, and Physiognomy (3 in one Vol. cloth) ... 2 12
Self-Instructor in Phrenology and Physiology ... ... ... 1 8
How to Study Phrenology ... ... ... ... ... 0 5
A Catechism of Phrenology ... ... ... ... 1 8
Phrenology, its History and Principles 
Harmony of Phrenology and the Bible

0  5
0 5

M IS C E L L A N E O U S .

Modern India and the Indians, by Professor Monicr Williams ... 9 0
History of Indian Literature, by Professor Albrecht Weber ... ... 7 0
History of Magic, by Joseph Ennemoser (2 vols.) (Highly recommended) 8 0
Chaldean Magic, by Lenormant ... ... ... ... ... 2 8
The Rosicrucians, by Hargravo Jonnings ... ... ... ... G 0
The Conflict between Religion and Science, by Prof. j. w. Draper ... 4 12
The Soul of Things, by Prof. William Denton ... ... 1.2. .8
Psyehometry, by l)r. J. R. Buchanan ... ... ... ... 5 12
The Beginnings of Things, by Prof. Tyndall ... ... o 12
M atter and Motion, by Clark Maxwell ... . ... ... ... o 12
The Hollow Globe ... ... ... ... ... ... 5 12
The Stars and the E arth ... ... ... ... ... ... 0 12
The Secret Of Death, by Edwin Arnold ... ,.. ... ... 5 0
Indian Poetry, by do ... ... ... ... 5 0
The Parmenides of Plato, by Thomas Taylor ... ... ... 1 10
Compendium Of Astrology, by Narain Row ... ... ... ... 0 9
Egypt; the Wonders of the Land of the Pharaohs ... ... 6 0
Confessions of an English Haschish Eater... ... ... - ... * 0 12
How to Learn Shorthand, by Bnker ... ... ... ... 0 12
How to Conduct a Public Meeting... ... ... ... ... 0 8
No Revelation Infallible, by A. o. Hume ... ... ... ... 0 1
W hat is the Fourth Dimension? by C. H. Hinton ... ... ... 0 12
Eleusinian and Bacchic Mysteries, by Thomas Taylor ... ... * 8 0
Raphael’s Book of Dreams ... ... ... ... ... ... 0 12
Martensen’s Bohmc............. ... ... ... ... ... 0 0
Romantic History of Buddha, by Beal ... ... ... ... "  9 6
Ennemoser’s History of Magic, in 2 vol. ... ... ... ... 8 0
Mental Medicine, by Evans... ... ... ... ... ... 4 8
Oratory, by Pittenger ... ... ..» ... ... ... 2 • 8-
Chastity, by Lewis ... ... ... ... ... ... 4 4
N atural Laws of Man, by J. G. Spurzheim, m. d. ... ... ... l 4
Speaker’s Commentary, by T. L. strangd ... ... ... ... 3 4
Buddhism and Christianity ... •• ••• ••• ••• 0 3
Self contradictions of the Bible ... ... ••• ••• o 12

Do. do. in Bengali, Parts I and l l  ... .,, 0 5
Farm Life in America ... ... ... ... ... ... 0 3
Is the Bible inspired ? ... m. ... i.. ... ... 0 4



S A N S K R I T .
Rs. Jl.

Tlie 108 U panishads, in  T elugu ch a rac te rs  (never before published 
in  one volum e) ... 9 0

B hagavad-G ita, (T ex t only) in  D evanagiri C harac te r, (pocket edition,
6bound in crimson silk—a most beautiful little book) ... 0

B hagavad-G ita in  G randha C haracter w ith  T am il M eaning for each
w ord  and  sloka 4 4

P rim er No. 2, by Dewan Bahadur R. Ragoonath Row ... 0 5
Y oga ta rav a li in  T elugu  ch a rac te r 0 5
F ir s t  book of A ry an  M orality  and  R eligion in  T elugu  C h arac te r 

w ith  E nglish  tra n s la tio n  by K. Sivasankara Pandiah, B. A.... 0 5
Second book of S am sk rita  Lokokti M u k tav a li by Do. do. 0 6
T h ird  book of H una  L okok ti H irav a li—E nglish  P roverb  w ith  T elugu

m ean ing  and  E ng lish  tra n s la tio n  by Do. do. 0 11

Series of Authoritative Text-Bboks of Adwaita Philosophy in Telugu
characters as under :—

P ra s n o tta ra ra tn a m a lik a  ... 0 10
A tm an a tm a  V ivekah  > 6M ahavakhya  D arpanam  ) 0

A tm a Bodh 0 6
A parokshanubooti 0 3
Y lveka Choodamani 0 6
B hagavad-G ita w ith  B hashya 1 6

P U B L I C A T I O N S  I N  V E R N A C U L A R .

URDU.
H in ts  oh E soteric Theosophy, No. 1 1 2
Self con trad ic tion  of th e  Bible 0 3
T he Civilization t h a t  In d ia  Needs, a  lec tu re  delivered  by Col. H. s.

Olcott ... • ... ... ... ... ... . 0 2
T atw abodh 0 3

HINDI.

P ast, P resen t, and F u tu re  of Ind ia , by Col. H. S. Olcott, p. t . s . 0 8
W h a t is Theosophy—by the Swami of Almora ... 0 1
A ry an  V irtu es  ... v . 0 1

BENGALI.

C atechism  of H induism , by Nobin K. Bannerjee ... ... 0 8
Tatw a-Sopana, P a r t  I ,  by SyamachAran Bhatta, F. T. S. ... ; ( ..v 0 5
P racn o tta ram ala , translated, by Bholanath Chatterjee.,. ... \ , 0 3

t a m i;l .
P rim er, by Dewan Bahadur R. Ragoonath Row 0 i
L igh t on th e  P a th  ... ... ... ... 0 4
K yvallia N avaneetam , by Esoor Sachitananda Pillai ... ... 2 4
P a s t, P resent, and  F u tu re  of Ind ia , by Col. H. s . Olcott, P. T .s . 
K u ra l by Tiruvalluvar .... ... ...

0 2
0 34

K u ra l by Ouwayar... ... ... ... 0 1
N  a v a n e e ta sa ra m ,.. 0 &

L I B R A R I E S .

Aa tho Manager of tho Theosophist is frequently asked what books ho wonld 
recommend to those forming a new Library, he has drawn up the following Lists, 
which, he trusts, will be found suitable. The prices includc postage in all eases. 
I t  will be seen that the value of tho books offered in cach set amounts to ten 
per cent, more than the price charged for it.

Library No. I . Price R s. 25.
Occult World.
Psychometry.
Light on the Path.
Esoteric Buddhism.
Buddhist Catechism.
Five Years of Theosophy. 
Bhagavad-Gita, (Eng.) by Charles Wilkina.

Paradoxes of the Highest Science.
Hints on Esoteric Theosophy, No. I.

Do. do. No. II.
How to Mesmerise, by Prof. Cadwoll. 
Theosophy, Religion, and Occult Scienco. 
Magic: or Practical Instructions for Stu­

dents of Occultism.

Library No. I I .  Price Rs. 50.
The Books of Library No. I and tho following:

Isis Unveiled.
Atma Bodh (English.)

L ibrary No. I I I .  Frice R s. 75.
The Books of Library No. II and the following:

Palmistry.
Vedantasara.
Chirognomancy.
Zanoni (cheap edition.)
The Beginnings of Things. 
Epitome of Aryan Morals. 
Isavasyopanishad (English.)
A Strange Story (cheap edition.) 
The Coming Race (cheap edition.)

The Idyll of the White Lotus.

The Purpose of Theosophy.
Fragments of Occult Truth, Nos. 2 to 8. 
Man : some Fragments of F o r g o t t e n  

History.
The Perfect W ay: or the Finding of 

Christ. -
Thoughts on the Metaphysics of Theose*

pfcy-

L ibrary  No. IV . Price R*. 100.
The Books of Library No.

Vedantism.
Mona Singh.
Chaldean Magic.
The Rosicrucians.
Health Catechism.
Matter and Motion.
Parmeriide^ of Plato.
Theory of Evolution.
The Perfect Way in Diet.

. I l l  and the following:—

The Night Side of Nature.
Water Cure for tho Million.
People from the Other World.
The Temple of tho Rosy Cross. >
Conflict between Religion and Science. 
Heredity and Responsibility in Parentage# 
The Text Book of Mesmerism, by Dr# 

Williams. J

M A N A G E R ’S  N O T IC E  T O  SU B S C R IB E R S .

Volume VII of the Theosophist ends with the present (September) Number, and 
all subscriptions for tho Volume expire. Well-wishers can materially aid th e  
Theosophical movement by securing new subscribers. For terms-see cover.



MR. G E O R G E  R E D W A Y ,

PUBLISHER, IMPORTER. AND BOOKSELLER,
W il l  b e  h a p p y  t o  m a i l  t o  a n y  a d d r e s s  i n  t h e  w o r l d  I n s  N e w  C a t a l o g u e  i n  w h i c h  

w i l l  b e  f o u n d  a  l a r g e r  n u m b e r  o f  b o o k s  o f  i n t e r e s t  t o  t h e  s t u d e n t  o f  O c c u l t i s m  a n d  

A r c h a e o lo g y ,  t h a n  h a s  e v e r  b e f o r e  b e e n  g a t h e r e d  t o g e t h e r  f o r  s a l e .

The books have been divided into classes, such as :■

Ancient Worships. 
Antiquities.! • 
Symbolism. 
Mythology.
Kabbala.
Rosicrucians.
Freemasonry.
Flagellants.
Mysteries.
Oracles.
Sibylls.
Round Towers.  ̂
Serpent Worship. . 
Secret Societies. 
Assassins.
Cabeiri.
Druids.
Dreams and Visions. 
Divination. 
Neo-Platonism. 
Rabbinical. - r  
Gnostics. ,

Magic and Magicians.  ̂
Behmen and the Mystics. 
Koran. »
Philology.'
Persian.
Arabic.
Stone Monuments.
India and the Hindus. 
Parsees. ,
Buddhism.
Hieroglyphics and Secret 

Writing.
Egypt.
PhilosophyandMetaphysics
Ethnology.
Skeptics, Jesuits, Christi­

ans, and Quakers. 
Travels.
Gems and Coins.
Obelisks.
Ancient Ceremonies. 
Phallic Worship.

Folk-Lore.
Herbs and Drugs. 
Psychometry. 
Hermetic. 
Prophets.
Tombs.
Orientalia.
China.
Diysiognomy. 
Palmistry and 

ing. • 
Phrenology. 
Psychoneurology, 
Theosophical. 
Astrology. 
Alchemy. 
Demonology 

craft. 
Spiritualism. 
Mithraic Worship 
Mesmerism.
Etc., Etc.

Handwrit-

and Witch-

T h i s  c o l l e c t i o n  c o m p r i s e s  n o t  o n l y  s u c h  r a r e  a n d  e x p e n s i v e  b o o k s  n s  G o d f r e y  

H i g g i n B ’s  ‘ A n a c a l y p s i s ’ ; F o r l o n g ’s  ‘ R i v e r s  o f  L i f e ’ ; t h e  W o r k s  Of R o b e r t  F l u d d ,  

P a r a c e l s u s ,  a n d  J a c o b  B e h m e n ;  t h e  w r i t i n g s  o f  V a u g h a n ,  t h e  R o s i c r u c i a n ;  t r a c t s  

o n  A l c h e m y  a n d  M a g ic ,  A c . ,  b n t  a l l  s u c h  i n d i s p e n s a b l e  b o o k s  f o r  s t u d e n t s  a s  

R e i c h e n b a c h ’s  ‘ R e s e a r c h e s , ’ I n m a n ’s  '  A n c i e n t  F a i t h s , ’ K i n g ’s  1 G n o s t i c s , ’ U a r d y  s  

• M a n u a l  o f  B u d d h i s m , ’ B l a v a t s k y ’s 1 I s i s  U n v e i l e d , ’ B a r r e t t ’s  'M a g u s ’ ; w h i l e  t h e  l a t e s t  

p u b l i s h e d  w o r k s  o f  M r .  S i n n e t t ,  C o l o n e l  O l c o t t ,  D r .  H a r t m a n n ,  M r .  H a r g r a v e  

J e n n i n g s ,  D r .  A n n a  K i n g s f o r d ,  M r .  M a i t l a n d ,  a n d  o t h e r  l i v i n g  a u t h o r s ,  a r e  a l w a y s  

i n  s t o c k  f r o m  t h e  d a y  o f  p u b l i c a t i o n .

I t  may b e  s t a t e d  a s  a  m a t t e r  o f  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  a d v e r t i s e r ’s  e n d e a v o u r  h a s  b e e n  t o  

o f f e r  t h e  most e x t e n s i v e  c h o ic e  o f  b o o k s  i n  t h e  W o r l d  t o  t h o s e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h a t  

c l a s s  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  o f  w h i c h  h e  m a k e s  a  s p e c ia li t y .

B y  m e a n s  o f  c a t a l o g u e s  c a r e f u l l y  c o m p i l e d  a n d  w e l l  p r i n t e d ,  n e a r l y  t h e  s a m e  

a d v a n t a g e s  a r e  g i v e n  t o  c u s t o m e r s  i n  A u s t r a l i a ,  i n  A s i a ,  i n  A m e r i c a ,  f in d  i n  t h e

e x t r e m e s  of Europe a s  t o  t h o s e  r e s i d i n g  i n  E n g l a n d .

A l l  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  b e a r i n g  t h e  n a m o  a n d  f u l l  a d d r e s s  o f  t h e  s e n d e r  i n  p l a i n  

w r i t i n g  w i l l  r e c e i v e  i m m e d i a t e  a n d  p e r s o n a l  a t t e n t i o n .

G E O R G E  E E D W A T ,  1 5 ,  > O R X  S T R E E T ,  ( 

C O V E N T  G A R D E N ,  L O N D O N .

IM P O R T A N T  N O T IC E .
—  ----o------;—

OABDAKALPADRUMA—A new and improved edition of the celebrated eycloprr?- 
O  die Sanskrit Lexicon by the late Rajah Sir Radlmkant Deb Bahadur is now in 
the Press. This edition will contain a mass of new m atter consisting of a varietv of 
important and useful information, derivations of words (the original work gives 
no derivation) determined after the rules of the renowned Sanskrit Grammarian 
Panini, significations of words omitted in the original, and an appendix as large in 
itself as a complete Dictionary containing all such words (Vaedic and Modern) as 
do not appear in the original Sabdakalpadruma, explained and illustrated after ita 
manner and a Compendium of the principles of Sanskrit Grammar.

The work will be published in monthly parts of 8 forms each, royal Quarto, 
and no pains will be spared to present it to the public in tho neatest possible form! 
I t  will be printed at the Baptist Mission Press, Calcutta, in new Devanagara types.

The price to subscribers in and out of India is for each part Re. 1 and°3 Shillinga 
respectively and for the whole work an advance payment of Rs. 45—to and £  6 respec­
tively-. to Non-Snbscribers for each part Rs. 1\ and 4 Shillings respectively and for 
the whole work Rs. 75 and £  8 respectively.

The Appendix will be given gratis to all classes of purchasers.
PART SECOND HAS ISSUED FROM TIIE PRESS.

For further particulars and a detailed prospectus and a specimen form of the 
work and opinions of tho literary men anent the Sabdakalpadruma, &c. do. 
^PPly to Srijukta Harichran Bosu, 71 Pathuriaghata Street, Calcutta. *

Baroda Prosad Bosu, F. T. S .
Hari Charau Bosu, ‘

______________________ ______________________  Proprietors.

LARGE GROUP PHOTOS OF THE DELEGATES OF THE “  
THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY.

Comprising Portraits of Delegates from all parts of the world, assembled 29th 
Dec. 1884 and 1885.

No. 1.—Morning and Evening groups near the house (of 1885.) .
,, 2.—Evening group, (1881) near the house. :
,, 3.—Morning group, (1884) in front of tho large pandal.
>> 4. Group of the Founders and some of their associates (1884.)

Also
,, 5.—A view of tho Theosophical Head-Quarters.
j, 6.—View of the Adyar river, looking towards the Bea.

Price Rs. 1-8 unmounted. Rs. 2 mounted.
,, 7.—AN EXTRA SIZE of the evening group (1884) 15 by 12 inches.

Prico Rs. 3 unmounted.
,, 4 mounted. ; ;

Photos of Eighth Anniversary (1884) Groups offered at reduced rates.
Rs. 1-4 unmounted photos. Rs. 1-8 mounted.

.Life-like cabinet size Photos of (1) Madamo Blavatsky ; (2) Colonel Olcott.

N O W  R EA D Y .
The Yoga Philosophy.—Being the text of Patanjali, with Biioja Raja’s Com­

mentary ; with their translations into English by Dr. Ballantyne and Govind 
ShAstrI Deva, an introduction by Colonel H. S. Olcott, and an Appendix containing 
extracts from various authors bearing upon the subject. Edited and reprinted for 
the Bombay Theosophical Publication Fund by Tukaram Tatta, F. T. S. Second 
Edition, revised and enlarged. This valuable work is now on sale at a low pried 
a t the Theosophist Office j no student of Occult Philosophy should be without it.

The Bhagavad-Gita.—Only a few copies of Mr. Tukaram Tatya’s .pdition of 
this sacred book now remain ; those who wish to aid him iii his good work by 
purchasing it should therefore apply at once.



N O W  R E A D Y .

S U B - M U N D A N E S :

Or, T H E  E L E M E N T A R IE S  OF T H E  CABALA ;

I llu s tra te d , being  T H E  H ISTO R Y  O F S P IR IT S , re p rin te d  from  tho  T ex t of th e  
A bbe de V illars (Physio -A stro -M ystic), w h ere in  is asserted  th a t  th e re  a re  in  ex is ten ce  
on e a r th  ra tio n a l c rea tu res besides m an . W ith  an illu s tra tiv e  A ppend ix  fro m  th e  
w ork  “  D em o n ia lity ,” o r “ Incub i an d  S uccub i,” by  the  Rev. F a th e r  S in ie tra r i, of 
A m eno.

P r ic e  10s . 6 d .y p o s t  f r e e .  O n ly  a  fe w  le f t .

A d d r e s s — ROBT. H . FR Y A R , BA TH .

T he e m in en t R ussian  O ccultist, G ustave  Z orn , says :— “ ‘ S ub-M undanea’ I  have 
received  and  am  ench an ted  by i t ; i t  is re a lly , n o tw ith s tan d in g  the  som ew hat co v e rt 
w ay of its  w ritin g , as in stru c tiv e  as i t  is e n te r ta in in g , an d  I  am  v e ry  g ra te fu l  to 
yon, as in  gen era l a ll O ccu ltis ts w ill be, fo r  affording th em  tho m eans of d iv ing  in to  
lon g -lo s t lo re .”

oo lO 
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S e n d  a  P o s t C a r d  a n d  le a r n  a b o u t

THE WONDERFUL MEDICINES.
To be h ad  of P ro p rie to r , T. SAMMI—Madras.

O r d y . S i z e .

Indian Ointment fo r  Aches, P a in s, Sores, B ruises, P iles, 
&c. R ccom m endcd (in two sizes)

Cashaya, fo r  Neuralgia, Cholera, D iarrhoea, D y sen te ry , 
S corpion S tings, H eadaches, Ac. H ig h ly  recom m ended
(3 sizes) ... ................  ... ................  ...

Pills, P u rg a tiv e  and A ntib ilious (Good F em ale P i l l ) ... 
Savnkianaj or H ea lth  R esto rer
Gon. Specific in Oils, fo r C hronic Cases .................
Best Rose W ater— G hazipu rka  ..............................
Sandal and o th er H a ir  Oils—fo r H indus 
Tooth Powder (Roso and C innam on) ...
Cough Syrup, very nice fo r C hild ren  ...
Worm Syrup, Bottle, n e tt ...........................................
Blood Purifier, m ade from  In d . Sarsap  
Jhara  Nivarthi fo r Fever and  is recom m ended 
Hair Renewer, fo r g row th  and  coloring . Oil fo r deafness, 

each
Diabetes and Spleen Rem edy, e a c h ..............................
Asthma Remedy, is w orth a  t r ia l

„ Cigarettes, per b o x ..............................
Iron Wine Tonic Food, T. S am m i’s own

P e r
each.

P e r
doz.

8  As! 5 Rs.

8  As. 5 ,,
8  As. 5 „
1 R, 10  „
3*R s.
8  As. 5 Rs.
1 R. 12  „
8  As. 5 „
1 R. 1 0  „
8  As.
8  As.

. 8  As. 5 „

1 R. 10  „
H R s . 15 „
n  „ 15 „
H  „ 15 „
2  „ 2 0  „

O rders of 20 Rs. ^  P lea se  s e n d  f o r  L i s t  O ra lis .  
by  R ail free; P ack ing  an d  P ostage , ex tra .

O rders abovo 50. Rs 
f  a  p re se n t of W atch  
C Book, P ic tu re  or 
J  so m e th in g  is se n t

T h e s e  (
A R E  R E A L L Y  - 

GO O D . J

Largfc o rd e rs  save postage. f  H i g h l y
Cattle Ointment, h lb. tin  3 R s.— 1 lb. 5 Rs. > r e c o m -

Do. M ix tU fd , B o ttle  1* Rs. \  M E N D E D .

&5T Owing to  increased  business Mr. T. Sam m i has rem oved  h is  E stab lish m en t to 
M adras, and  in than k in g  h is custom ers, especially  those  in M ofussil fo r  
th e ir  k ind  p a tro n ag e—begs th a t  all le tte rs  and  o rders be ad d ressed

J . SAM M I, ATo. d , M in t  S h e e t ,  M ad ia ,? .

--+ ,

R «. 2-8-0 : Mo f us * , * ,  a n n u ’a l ly ,  R s  “ o r ^ H ,  i T W ' 1 ^ ' *°T ° n°  m o n th  
B r in d i s i  R s . 0 4 -1 0 .0 .  C a s u a l * ^ A d v e r t i s e m e n t s ? !  T n n a s  p e r  i fn e  b u f n o  
R e . 1. S p e c i a l  c o n t r a c t  r a t e s  o n  a p p l i c a t i o n  A ll i  , ?  o h a r 8 e  le e s  t h a n

. N o r e n d r o  N a t h  Seri, P r o p r i e t o r ,  c l l c u t t a .  ‘ °  ^  ^  ^ able t o

m l g f e ! ?  L i S L eed ia d,by « « « * * .
the very best w riters of the d a y : indeed  the scien^fip wVt " T * ?  from,
articles, w ritten  popularly, in  the sim plest landm en ' ?°P *Ca , *n<1 psycholog ica l 
m eans the least attractive featdre of tho journal Annual f? ““ thors, form  by n o

3-6. All rem ittances to b ^ m a d e  p a r a h ^  B a t a T , 0™  f t - 3 ‘ Mo^ 9ei‘ 
Garden H ouse, U ltad ingh i, Calcutta. ■ Satish Chandra Mukerji, K asiabagaa

. The Jamai-Ul-Uloom (a m onthly Tjrdoo Journal) nnbliqbfuJ Tin.lr... au- 
A tm a Bodh Theosopliical Society of Moradabad , *• th9, ' BnIfiP,ce» oT
from the T heosoph lt and other l i  eo B rtlira f  n translation of selected articlos
ronnected w ith T h e o s o p h y T h e 3 f  “ 7 ,  M ° ri<lilml artic l™ on su b ject,

k a ^ d ^ f r i ^ s !16 KicerH»°h8-2AomODthly J°UrnaI ^Psychological Studies, founded by Allen 

the Magnetio S ^ t^ ^ ? ^ ra n T O .r price^3R« 5. tlgh,y.lut<!rostlnK monthly journal. Organ of

R E A D Y  F O R  S A L E .

ARYAN MISCELLANY.
An English Translation of  ,

I — T h e  B r i h a t  S a m h i t a  o f  V a r a h a  A l i h i r a .

A Cyclopaedia of information on Natnral Astrology.
Price Rs. 6 (India), Rs. 7 (Ceylon), and 15 sh. (Foreign). , \

: h e  B r i h a t  J a t a k a *  o f  "V^arahEi ^ S i i l i i r a *

A complete system of Horoscopy. ’

frice Rs. 4 (India), Rs. 5 (Ceylon), and 10 sh. (Foreign),
. . . Apply with remittance, to

N. C H I D AMBARUM IYAR, b . a . ,  f .  t .

Madura, Madras, Pre$x



T H E  B A C K  V O L U M E S
•; O F  T H E  v ; -  . /
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O IN C E the j publication., last, month of tho offer of back Vo­

lumes of this Magazine at special reduced rates,to poor native 
students and undergraduates, to Indian Branches, reading-rooms, 
and employees drawing Rs. 30 or less per mensem, the stock on 
hand has been reduced, and there are now , available only a 
very few complete sets: •• • ; . • . . -  : :

• • Of Volume I. (a reprint),.......................133 Copies. :

. . , ,  II. •  .......................a  «*. • . .  * . . ,  * 24 - d o. . •

„ 111.  ........  ....................  70 do.

• . ; „ IV.  ........... 27 do.* "■

< „ Y. .....................................  34 do.

There being, no present intention of reprinting the back 
Volumes, they-will soon be out1 of -print,, and thereafter will 
bo. only procurable at fancy prices, of the large dealers in 
second-hand books. As some sets must be reserved for trade 
o r d e r s the -present o ffer. w ill be,. cancelled on Jhe ,17th Septem~ 

her, and no later orders will thereafter.be booked at the reduced 
prices.-.- "’U'.'.'"' ■ i. ■■ . ■ !

Orders for the set of five , Volumes must be accompanied 
by Postal Money Orders for Its. ,19-10-0 (6 ,annas deducted 
for No. 12 of Vol. IV). For any single Volume Rs. 5, 
and. to,' be invariably made payable to ‘‘ The Manager, Theo­
sophist Office, Adyar, Madras. ” To make thom^out in fa­
vour of any other payee causes much trouble.

* No copies are le ft of No. 12 (Deo.) I f  an y  persoiiB h a re  e x tra  copies to  spare , thfe M a­
n a g e r  w ill be glad to  purchase fo rty  a t  8  an n as each , to  com plete  th e  rem ain in g  se ts of Vol. 
JY . E ith e r  cash w ill be paid on delivery , o r th e  sum  n iay  be ded u c ted  from  th e  subscrip tion  
fo r T o l. Y I I I —now duo—or from  any  sum  h e re a fte r  re m itte d  fo r any o th e r  purpose*



/Ocreativ ^com m ons
A ttr ib u tio n -N o n C o m m e rc ia l-S h a re A lik e  3 .0  U n p o r te d

Y o u  are free:

to  S h a r e  —  l o  c o p y ,  d istribu te  a n d  t ra n sm it  th e  w o r k

©
to  R e m ix  —  to  a d a p t  th e  w o r k

U n d e r the  fo llo w in g  co n d it io n s :

CD
A t t r i b u t i o n  —  Y o u  m u s t  attribute th e  w o r k  in th e  m a n n e r  sp e c if ie d  b y  th e  au tho r 

o r  l ic e n so r  (bu t no t in a n y  w a y  th a t s u g g e s t s  th a t t h e y  e n d o r s e  y o u  o r  y o u r  u s e  o f 

the  w o rk ) .

N o n c o m m e r c ia l  —  Y o u  m a y  no t u s e  th is  w o r k  fo r  c o m m e rc ia l p u rp o s e s .

©
S h a r e  A l i k e  —  If  y o u  alter, t ra n s fo rm ,  o r  build u p o n  th is  w o rk ,  y o u  m a y  d istribute  

the  re su lt in g  w o r k  o n ly  u n d e r  th e  s a m e  o r  s im ila r  l ic e n se  to  th is  one .

W ith  the  u n d e rsta n d in g  that:

W a i v e r  —  A n y  o f  the  a b o v e  c o n d it io n s  c a n  b e  w a i v e d  if y o u  g e t  p e r m is s io n  f ro m  the  c o p y r ig h t  

holder.

P u b l i c  D o m a in  —  W h e r e  th e  w o r k  o r  a n y  o f  its e le m e n ts  is  in  th e  p u b l i c  d o m a in  u n d e r  

a p p lica b le  law, th a t s ta t u s  is  in  n o w a y  a ffe c te d  b y  th e  licen se .

O t h e r  R i g h t s  —  In  n o  w a y  a re  a n y  o f  th e  fo llow ing  r igh ts  a ffe c te d  b y  th e  licen se :

• Y o u r  fa ir  d e a lin g  o r  f a i r  u s o  righ ts, o r  o th e r a p p lica b le  c o p y r ig h t  e x c e p t io n s  a n d  

lim itations;

• T h e  a u th o r 's  m o r a l  rights;

• R ig h t s  o th e r  p e r s o n s  m a y  h a v e  e ither in th e  w o r k  itse lf o r  in h o w  th e  w o r k  is  u se d ,  s u c h  

a s  p u b l i c i t y  o r  p r iv a c y  rights.

N o t i c o  —  F o r  a n y  r e u s e  o r  d istribution, y o u  m u s t  m a k e  c le a r  to o th e rs  the  l ic e n se  te rm s  o f 

th is w o rk .  T h e  b e s t  w a y  to  d o  th is  is  w ith  a  link to  th is  w e b  page .


