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T H E R E  I S  NO R E L IG IO N  H IG H E R  T H A N  TRUTH.

[Family  motto of the Maharajahs of Benares. ]

j f gT  T he  T heosoph ica l S o c ie ty , as su c h , is  not r e s 
p o n s ib le  f o r  a n y  o p in io n  or d e c la ra tio n  in  
th is  or a n y  o ther J o u rn a l, by w hom soever  
exp ressed , u n le ss  co n ta in ed  i n  a n  officia l 
do cu m en t.

i A  B E W IT C H E D  L IF E .
(A s narrated by the Voice o f a Quill-Pen.J 

:Continued fro m  page 265.
T h e  old Yamaboosi lost no time.'. He looked a t tlio 

se ttin g  sun, and finding, probably, the Lord Ten-zio-Dai- 
zin, (tho spirit who darts his rays) propitious for the 
com ing ccremony, he speedily drew out a little  bundle. 
I t  contained a little  lackered box, a piece of vegetable 
paper, made from the bark  of the m ulberry  tree, .and a 
pen, w ith which he traced upon the paper a few sentences 
iu tlie Naiden  character—a peculiar style of w ritten lan 
guage used only for religious and m ystical purposes. 
H aving finished, he exhibited from under his clothes a 
small round m irror of steel of ex traord inary  brilliancy, 
and placing it before my eyes, asked me to look into 
it. ' ,

I had heard of these m irrors which are used in the 
tem ples,.and .1 had often seen them . I t  is claimed th a t  
under the direction and will of instructed  priests, there  
appear in them  the D aij-zin , the  g rea t sp irits  who notify 
the enquiring  devotees of their fate. I first imagined, tha t 
his intentiou was to evoke such a sp irit, who would 
answer my queries. W h a t happened, however, was 
som ething of quite a.different character.

W hile I  was exam ining the m irror th e  Yamaboosi 
said rapidly a  few words to the Bonze Tamoora. ,1 
threw  a furtive and suspicious glaneo a t both. I  was 
w rong once more. The holy mnn desires me to put yon 
a question and give yon at the sai»e time a w arning, 
rem arked the Bonze. If you are willing to see fo r  yourself

■ now, you will have—under the penalty of seeing for ever, 
in the hereafter, all th a t is tak ing  place a t whatever 

’ distance, and tha t against your will or inplination— to 
j subm it to a regular course of purification, after you 
! have learned w hat you want through th is m irror.

You m ust, therefore, promise him to subm it to the 
process, lest he should hold liimself responsible for life 
and before h is own conscience fpr haviiig m ade an  irres
ponsible seer of you. Will you do so, friend:? There 
will be time enough to th ink  of it, i f  I  -see an y th in g —
J  replied, adding under my b reath—sopiething I  doubt a 
.gooa deal, § o  far. '.Well, you are warned, f f ie n j, .T h e  

j < s o o s .e g y o B Q e 3  w i l l .p o T ?  r e m a i a  w i t h  y o u r s e l f ,  "
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I  glanced at £he clock and made a gesture of im patience 
which was seen and understood by the Yamaboosi. I t  
was ju s t seven m inutes after five.

Define well in  your m ind  what you would see and learn, 
•he said, placing the  m irro r and paper in my hands, 
and in stru c tin g  me how to use them .

To this I replied, while fixing the m irror :— I  desiro 
bu t one th in g — To learn, the reason or reasons why mij 
sister has so suddenly ceased writing to me.

H ad I pronounced these words in reality, and in tlje 
hearing of the  two witnesses, or, had I  only though t 
th em ? To th is  day I  eannot decide the p o in t/ I  
rem em ber now d istinctly  b u t one th in g ; w hile 'I 'safc  
gazing  in the  m irror, the Yamaboosi k ep t gazing' a t ine„ 
But whether th is process lasted  half a second or threo 
hours, I  could neyer since settle  in piy mind, w ijh 'anv  
degree of satisfaction. I  can /recall every detaij of the  
scene ju s t to  th a t' moment when I  go t hold of.(/ha 
mirror w ith the  left hand, holding the paper \yith tha  
mystic characters betw een the thum b and finger o i  itho 
rig h t, when all of a sudden I seemed to  loee all 
consciousness of the  surrounding objects. The .passages 
from the active w aking sta te  to one th a t I  could 
com pare w ith no th ing  I  had  ever experienced before, 
was so rapid, th a t while my eyes had ceased to perceive 
ex ternal objects and  had completely lost sigh t of tho 
Bouzo, the  Yam aboosi and even of my room, I  could yet 
see d istinctly  the whole of my head and my back, as 
I sat leaning forw ard with the m irror in my hand. Then 
came a s tro n g  sensation of m aking an involuntary rush 
forward, of snapping  off, so to say, from my place— I 
had alm ost said from  my body,—aud thgn while every 
one of my other senses had become to tally  paralyzed, 
my.eyes, as I  thought, caught unexpectedly a clearer 
and,far more vivid glim pse th an  they had ever done 
in reality , of my s is te r’s new N ureinburg  house th a t I  
had never visited, and  other scenery with which I  had 
never been very fam iliar. T ogether w ith this, and while 
feeling in my brain w hat seemed like flashes of a d e p a rt
ing consciousness— dying per.-ons m ust feel so, no 
doubt— tha very last, vague though t, so weak as to have 
been hardly perceptib le w as,—th a t I ,m u s t .look very, 
very ridicule ns.

How s tra n g e ... where wns J  now ? J t  wag evident to 
mo th a t I had once more returned toim y senses, since I  
found myself vividly realizing that J  w^s rapidly 
moving forward, while I  had a  queer, strange sensation 
as though I  wus sw im m ing without impulse  of effort on 
my p a rt and— in to ta l darkness. The idea th a t first 
presented itself, to me was tha t of a long subterranean 
passage, of w ater, earth  and stifling air, though bodily 
.I had no perception, no sensation, of the presence or 
contaot of either of these. I  tried to u tte r a ;fc-\y 
words, to repeat my last sentence— ‘,;I  desire bu t oue

■ th ing  : to learn ;the reason or reasons why ojy sister Jias 
so suddenly, ceased w riting  to  ,mo"-—but.thp  Qjily words 
I  heard out .of, the  twenty-one, werq the twg >vord;$ to 
lea ro ,”  and these, instead of,their cpm iug Qutj;oiJ my v^ry 
larynx, g o m e  b a c k  t o  m e  i a  wy own voiĉ  b . u t . e n t i r e l y



outside m yself, near, b u t not in  mo. In  sho rt tliey were 
pronounced by m y voice no t by m y lip s ...

One moro rapid, involuntary motion, one more p lunge 
into the Cym m eriah darkness of a  (to me) unknow n ele
m ent, and I  saw myself s tand ing— actually standing— 
underground, as it seemed. I  was compactly and thickly 
surrounded on all sides, above aud below, r ig h t and left, 
w ith  earth , and yet it  weighed not, and seem ed quite im
m aterial and transparen t to m y senses; and I  d id  not 
realize for one second the  u tte r absurdity , nay— impossi
b ility , of th a t seeming f a c t ! One in stan t more, ono short 
in stan t, and I  perceived— oh, inexpressible horro r,— 
when I  th ink  of it now, for then, although 1 perceived, 
realized, and  recorded facts and events fa r m ore clearly 
th an  over I  had done before, I d id  not seem to be touched 
in any other way by what I  saw. I  saw a coffin a t my 
feet. I t  was a plain, unpreten tious bier, m ade of deal, 
th e  last couch of the pauper, in which, notw ithstanding 
its  closed lid, I  saw plainly a hideous g rinn ing  skull, a 
m an’s skeleton, m utilated and  broken in m any of its 
parts , as though it had boen taken out of somo hidden 
cham ber of the defuuct Inquisition , where i t  had been 
snbjected  to to rture . “  W ho can it  be thought.

A t th is  mom ent I  heard again  iny own voice..................
“  learn the reason or reasons why” ........ it  said, as though
th e  words it  pronounced wero the unbroken continuation 
of the same sentences. I t  sounded near and yet as from 
some incalculable d istance; g iv ing  ono tho idea th a t the  
long subterranean journey, the subsequent m ental reflec
tions and  discoveries, had occupied no tim e, h ad  been 
perform ed during the short, quasi instantaneous in terval 
betweon the first and th e  middle words of a sentence, 
begun , at any ra te , if no t actually pronounced by my 
voice in Jap an , and which it was finishing now.

G radually, the hideous, mangled rem ains begun assum 
ing a  form, and. a, to me, b u t too fam iliar appearance. Tho 
broken parts joined each other, tho bones becamo cover
ed with flesh, and I recognized, with some surprise, bu t 
not a trace of feeling a t the sigh t, in those disfigured 
rem nants, my sister’s dead husband, my own b ro ther- 
inTlaw, whom I had so loved for her sake ! How was it, 
and  bow did he come to die such a te rrib le  death  ? I 
asked myself. To pu t oneself a query seemed, during  
the sta te  1 was in, to solve it instantly . Barely had I asked 
myself the question, when I saw, as if in a panoram a, the 
retrospective picture of poor K a rl’s death in all its horrid 
vividness and with every th rilling  detail. H ere he is, 
full of life and  joy a t the prospect and hope of a  lucra
tive em ploym ent from his principal, exam ining and try
ing a m onster steam engine sent from A m erica, in a 
wood-sawing factory. He bends over, to examine closer 
an  inner arrangem ent, to tigh ten  a screw. H is clothes 
are caugh t by tbe teeth  of the revolving wheel in full 
m otion, aud  suddenly he is d ragged  down, doubled up, 
and his limbs half severed, torn off before the workmen— 
uuacquainted w ith the arrangem ent— can stop it. He 
is taken out, or w hat rem ains of him, dead, m angled, a 
tiling  of horror, an unrecognizable mass of palp ita ting  
flesh aud g o re ! I  follow the  rem ains wheeled in a heap 
to  the hospital, hear the order brutally  given th a t ou 
their way the m essengers of death should stop a t the 
bouBe of the widow aud orphans,— 1 follow them , and 
find the  unconscious family quietly assem bled togethor. 
I  see m y sister, the  dear, and the  beloved, and rem ain 
indifferent a t the sight, only feeling highly in terested  iu 
the  coming sdeue. My heart, feelings, even my person
ality , seem to h&ve disappeared, to havo been left behind, 
to belong to  somebody else, as I  stand  there , and see 
her receiving w ithout preparation the unexpected news ; 
realizing clearly, w ithout one m om ent’s hesitation or 
m istake, the effect of the shock upon her, seeing the inner 
process th a t takes place in her. I  watch and rem em ber, 
m issing not the sligh test detail,

I  hear the  long agonizing cry, my own name pro
nounced, and the  dull thud  of the falling liv ing body 
upon thd k-em ftin B  of the  dead o n e ; I  follow the  sudden

th rill and the instantaneous perturbation  in the brain after 
it, and w atch w ith a tten tion  the  worm-like, precipitated, 
and im m ensely intensified motion! of; the tubular fibres, 
the  instantaneous change of colour in the cephalic ex tre 
m ity of the  nervous system , tho fibrous nervous m atter 
passing from white to  b rig h t red and then to a dark-red 
bluish hue. I  notice the sudden flash of a phosphorus
like, b rillian t radiance, its trem or and  its sudden 
extinction followed by darkness,—complete darkness in 
the region of memory, as the radiance, comparable only 
to a hum an shape, oozes out suddenly from the top of tho 

'h e a d ;  and I  say to myself ‘‘ this is insanity, life-long, 
incurable insanity, for tho principle of intelligence is 
not tem porarily  asleep bu t has deserted tho tabernacle for 
ever.” I  hear my far off aud near voice pronouncing
em phatically  and close by mo the w ords........“ why my
sister has so suddenly ceased w ritin g ....... ” . Before the
two final words— “ to m e” have completed the sentence, 
I  see a long series of sad events.

I behold the m other, a helpless grovelling idiot, in 
the  L unatic Asylum  attached  to the city hospital, the 
children adm itted  into a Refuge for paupers- Finally 
I  see thom , a boy of fifteen, and a girl a  year younger, 
my favourites, both taken  by strangers into their service. 
A  captain of a sailing vessel carries away my nephew, 
an old Jew ess adopts the tender g irl. I  see the events 
with all the ir horrors and thrilling  details.

And m ark  well : when I  use such expressions as 
‘‘horrors,”  otc., they  aro to be understood as an iifter- 
thought. D uring tho wholo time of the events described I 
experienced no sensation of e ith e rp a in o r p ity . My feelings 
seemed to be paralyzed as well as my external senses ; 
it was only after “ com ing back” tha t I realized my 
losses, to tlieir full ex ten t. ■

I had hardly had timo to see my nicce iu  her new 
Israe lite  home when I  felt a shock of tbo same naturo  
as the one th a t had sen t me “  sw im m ing” through tho 
bowels of the earth , as I  had thought. I opened my eyes, 
and  the first th in g  I  fixed them  upon by accident—was 
the clock. The needles showed ou the dial seven m inutes 
and a h a lf  past Jive !...

F o r one brief in stan t I  recollected no th ing  of what T 
had seen. The in terval betw een the tim e I  had glanced 
a t the clock when tak in g  from tho Yam aboosi’s hands 
the m irror, and this second glance, seemed to me m erged 
in one. 1 was ju s t opening my lips to hurry on the  Yarua- 
boosi w ith his experim ent, when the full rem em brance 
of what I had ju s t seen flashed lightning-like into my 
brain. U ttering  a cry of horror and despair, I  fe lt as 
though the whole creation was crushing me under its 
w eight. F o r one mom ent I  rem ained speechless, the 
picture of human ruin amid a world of death aud desola
tion. My heart sunk down in auguish ; my doom was 
closed ; and a hopeless glootn seemed to settle  over the 
rest of my life for ever !

Then came a reaction as sudden as was my grief. A 
doubt hnd arisen in my mind which had forthw ith 
grown into a fierce desire of denying the tru th  of what 
1 had seen. A stubborn resolution of trea ting  the whole 
scene as au em pty, m eaningless dream, the effect of my 
overloaded mind, had taken  possession of me. Yes ; it 
was bu t a lying vision, an idiotic cheating of my own 
senses, suggesting p ictures of death and misery evoked 
by weeks of incertitude and mental depression.

“ How could I  seo all th a t I  hBve seen in less than 
half a m inu te?  1 exclaim ed. Alone the theory of dreams, 
the rapidity  w ith which tho m aterial changes on which 
ideas in our visions depend are excited in the  hemis
pherical ganglia, would account for th a t long 
series of events I  had seemed to view. In  dream 
alone aro the relations of space and timo so completely 
annihilated . The Yam aboosi is for nothing in this 
disagreeable night-m are. H e is reap ing  only tha t 
which was sown by myself, and, by  using some infernal 
drug, of which th ey  have the seorot, he contrived to 
m a k e  m e  l o s e  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  f o r  a  f e w  s e c o n d s  a n d  s o e



\ th a t vision-—lying  as i t  was horrid  !— avau n t all such 
j though t I I  believe i t  not. Xu a few days thero will be 
! a steam er sailing  for Europe. I  leave K ioto to-m orrow  !

. This d isjo in ted  monologue was pronounced by me 
aloud, regardless of the presence of my respected friend, 
Bonze Soomara and the Yam aboosi. The la tte r was 
stan d in g  before me in the same position as wheu 
p lacing  in my hands the m irror, aud  kep t look ing  at me, 
1 should perhaps say looking through me—calmly, and in 
dignified silence. The Bonze, whose k ind  countenance 
was beam ing w ith  sym pathy, approached me as he would 
a sick child , and laying gently  his hand on mine :—

— “ F r ie n d ;” —he said—“ you m ust not leave this 
city beforo you have been com pletely purified of your 
contact w ith the  lower Daij-Dzins (sp irits) aud tbe 
entrance to your inner self closed against th e ir in trusion.” 

For all answ er, he received from me a etern rebuke, a 
violent protest ou my part against the idea th a t I  would 
regard  the vision I  had had in any o th e r lig h t save th a t  
of au em pty dream , and his Yamaboosi as anyth ing  b e tte r 
than an im postor— “ I  will leave to-m orrow, had I  lo 
forfeit as a penalty iny whole fortune I” I  exclaimed.

“  You will repent during  the whole of your life if you 
! do so before the  holy man shuts every entrance in you 
j again st in truders ever on the w atch and  ready to enter 
i an opon door,’' was the answer. “  The Daij-Dzins 
i will have the best of you !”

I  in terrup ted  him with a b ru tal laugh and  a still more 
| bru tally -put enquiry about the fees  I  was expected to 
j give the Yamaboosi for his experiment upon me.
I “  H e needs no rew ard”— was the reply. “  Tho order 
j lie belongs to is the richost in tlie world, since its adher

ents need nothing, being above all terrestria l, hence, 
venal dosires. In su lt him not, the good man who came 
to help you out of pure love for the suffering and to 
reliove you of m ental agony.”  .

B ut 1 would listen to no words of reason and wisdom. 
Tho spirit of rebellion and  pride had possessed itself 
of me and made me d isregard  every feeling of personal 
friendship, even of simple propriety. Luckily for me, 
as I  was going, tu rn in g  round, to order the  m endicant 
m onk out of my presence, he had  gone.

1 had not seen him move, b u t a ttr ib u ted  his stealthy 
departu re  to fear a t having beeu detected aud under
stood.

Fool, blind, conceited idiot I  was ! W hy did I  fail 
to  recognize the Y auiaboosi’s power, and th a t the peace 
of my whole life was departing  w ith him , from thnt 
m om ent for ever. B ut I  did so fail. Even tlie fell 
demon of my long fears—uncertainty, had  now become 
entirely overpowered by tha t g rea t fiend— the silliost of 
all— Scepticism. A  dull, m orbid unbelief, a stubborn 
denial of the evidence of my own senses, and a d e te r
mined will to regai'd the whole vision as a  fancy of 
my overw rought mind had resolutely go t hold of m e; 
so much so indeed, th a t I  failed to  pay any atten tion  
to  the  advice of my old friend, who suggested tha t I  
should telegraph to N urem berg  to  the  authorities tha t 
I  was coming, in case, if anything had happened to 
tho parents, the children should be cared for. I  repudi
ated  the advice with scoru. To do so, am ounted to 
virtually adm itting th a t there  may he some tru th  iu 
tho foolish vision, after all, th a t 1 allowed the possi
bility  th a t my m ind’s eye (absurd term  !) should have 
really seen som ething more than a dream .

“ My m ind’'-—I argued— “ w hat is i t?  Shall I  believe 
with tho superstitious and tho weak th a t th is production 
of phosphorus and  g ray  m atter is indeed a superior 
p a rt of 1110; th a t i t  can act and seo independently  of 
vny physical senses ? N ever! F a r  rather, ‘ dwell in air, 
rarified to nothing by the  air-pum p of wholesome un
be lie f/ than  iu the dim fog of silly superstition  !”  I  
argued, periphrasing R ich ter’s rem ark , “ I  will not 
believe" I  repeated ; “ but as I  can stand such uncerta in ty  
abont my sister no longer—I  wil} go to  E urope.”

A n d  I  d i d  s a i l ,  t h r o e  d a y s  l a t e r ,  d u r i n g  w h i c h  t i m e  I

saw my friend the  Bonze, no m ore. He had been 
evidently  annoyed, perhaps seriously offended, w ith  my 
more than  irreverent, in su ltin g  rem arks about one whom 
he is so justly  respected  ; and his last words of p a rtin g  
on th a t for ever m em orable evening were : — “  F riend 
jaf a foreign land, I  pray th a t you should no t repent 
of your unbelief and  rashness. May the  Holy One 
(Kwau-ou, the  goddess of mercy) pro tect you from  the 
Dzins—for, since you refuse to subm it to the process 
of purification a t the  lianda of the lioly Yamboosi, he 
becomes powerless to defend you from the evil influences 
evoked by your unbelief and defiance of tru th . F a re 
well \”

I  had answered his sad words of partin g  w ith a 
scornful smile, and, for a few days, gave them  no 
thought. I  had not been at sea for a week, when I  
had cause to rem em ber them ! F rom  the day of my 
experience w ith the m agic m irror, I  perceived a  g rea t 
change in my whole s ta te , and a ttrib u ted  it, a t first, 
to the  m ental depression I  had strugg led  ag a in st for 
so many m onths. D uring  the day I  found myself very 
often en tire ly  absen t from  the surrounding scenes, losing 
for several m inutes s igh t of tliiugs and persons. My 
nights wero d istu rbed , th e  dream s oppressive and at 
tim es horrible. Good sailor I  certainly was ; and be
sides th is the  w eather was unusually fine, th e  ocean 
as sm ooth as a pond. N otw ith stand ing  th is  I  often 
felt a s tran g e  giddiness, and  the fam iliar faces of my 
fellow passengers assum ed a t such tim es th e  most, 
grotesque appearances. Thus, a  young German I  used 
to know well, was once suddenly transform ed before my 
eyes into his old father, whom we had  la id  iu the  
little  burial placo of the European colony some th reo  
years earlier. W e were ta lk in g  on deck of the  defunct 
and  of a certa in  business arrangem ent of his, when M ax 
G runner’s head appeared to me as though  covered with 
a  s trange film. A  th ick  grayish  m ist was surrounding  
him, and th a t g radually  condensing around and  npon 
his healthy  countenance, se ttled  suddenly into the grim  
old head I  had myself seen covered with six feet of sod. 
A t another tim e, I  saw near the captain, who was 
ta lk in g  of a Malay th ief whom he had helped to  secure 
and lodge in gaol, the yellow, villainous face of a man 
answ ering to th a t description. I  kep t silent ou such 
hallucinations; bu t as they  became more and  moro 
frequent, I  fe lt very much disturbed, though  still a t tr i
bu ting  them  to n a tu ra l causes such as I  had read  about 
iu medical books.

One n igh t I  was ab rup tly  awakened by a long and 
loud cry of d istress. I t  was a woman’s voice, plaintivo 
like th a t of a  child, full of te rro r and helpless despair. 
I  awoke w ith a s ta r t to find myself in a strange room, 
ou laud, and the witness to the following b ru ta l scenes. 
A  young g irl, alm ost a child, was desperately struggling- 
against a pow erful m iddle-aged man, who had surprised  
her iu her owu room and du ring  her sleep. Behind tho 
closed door, which was m oreover locked, I  saw listening 
an old woman, whose face, no tw ithstanding  the fiendish 
expression upon it, seemed fam iliar to  me, and  which 1 
im m ediately reco g n ized ; i t  was the  Jewess who had 
adopted my niece in the dream  I  had  a t Kioto. She had 
received gold to help the  perpetra tion  of tho foul crime 
and was now keeping her part of the convenant. B ut 
who was the victim  ? Oh horror unutterable ! unspea kable 
horror ! when I  realized the  situation a fte r coming back 
to my norm al sta te— it was my own child-niece.

B ut, as in iny first vision, I  felt nothing in  me of tho 
nature  of th a t despair born  of affection a t the sigh t of a 
wrong done to  or m isfortune befalling those we love ; 
no th ing  b u t a m auly indignation in the presence of suffer
ing inflicted upon the weak and the helpless. I  rushed, of 
course, to h er rescue, and seized the w anton, b ru ta l beast; 
by the neck. I  fastened upon him w ith powerful g rasp , 
bu t, the  man heeded it  not, he seemed not even to  feel 
my hand—The coward seeing him self resisted lifted  his 
pow erful arm , and the th ick  fist coming dow n liko



a heavy ham m er upon tho sunny 'locks, felled tho child 
to  the ground. I t  was w ith a loud cry ot indignation, 
or o n e 1 of a  tig ress defending her cub, th a t I  -sprang 
upon the lewd beast and  sought to th ro ttle  him . 1 then  
rem arked , fo r the first tim e, tha t, a  shadow myself, I  
'was g rasp ing  but ano ther shadow ! - .

M y loud shrieks aud im precations had  aw akened the 
w hole steam er. They were a ttr ib u ted  to a n ightm are. 
I  d id  not seek to take any ono in to  my confidence, 
but, from tha t day forward, m y life became a long series 
of m ental tortures. I  conld hardly shut my eyes w ith
out becom ing witness to some horrible deed, some scene 
of m isery, death, or crime, w hether past, p resen t o r even 
fu ture ,— as I  ascertained la te r on. I t  was as though 
some m ocking fiend had taken as liis task, to make me go 
th rough  th e  vision of every th ing  th a t was bestia l, 
m alignan t, and hopeless in  the world of m isery. No 
rad ian t vision of beau ty  or v irtue ever lit w ith  tlie 
faintest ray these p ictures of awe and w retchedness th a t 
I  seemed doomed to witness. Scenes of wickedness— of 

•murder, treachery, and lust— fell dismally upon my visions, 
;and (I was b rought face to fnee w ith the vilest results 
of m an’s passions, the outcomo of his m aterial earth ly  
'cravings.

’Had tho  Bonze foreseen, indeed, tho  'd reary  results, 
w hen 'he spoke of D aij-D zins to  whom I  left “  a door 
■open” in me ? Nonsense ! T here m ast be some physi
ological, abnorm al change in me. Once fit N urem berg, 
w hen I  shall have ascert» in(d  how false was the 
direction taken  by my fears— I dared not hope for no 
m isfortune a t a ll— these m eaningless visions will dis
appear as they came. Even tho fac t th a t m y fancy 
•follows b u t one direction, th a t of p ic tures of misery, 
•of hum an passions in th e ir w orst, m aterial shape, is  a 
^proof.

“ If , as you say, m an consists of one substance,— 
’m atte r, th e  object of the physical senses ; and perception 
w ith i ts  modes is the  Tesult of the organization  of the 
brain only, then should vje be n a tu ra lly  attracted but to 
ihe m aterial, the earthly”. . .I  th o ugh t I  heard  tho fam iliar 
voice of the  Bonze in terrup ting  my reflections and 
repeating  an often used argum ent of his in his discussions 
with me.

“  There are?two.plaDes of vision before m en,”  I  again 
heard him say— “ the plane of undying love and  spiri
tual aspirations, the  efflux from  th eie ternal lig h t; and 
the plane of restless, ever-changing  m atter, the  ligh t 
iu  which tho m isguided Daij-Dzins b a th e .'’

In  those days 1 could hard ly  realize the  absurd ity  of a 
belief in any “  sp irits ,” good, bad or indifferent ; I  now 
understood, if not believed, wliat was m eant by tho 
term , though  I  still persisted  in hoping it  would finally 
prove some physical 'derangem ent or nervoiis hallucina
tion.

I  was doomed to  tho m ost crudl d isappointm ent. 
H ard ly  at N urem berg, I  a sce rta in ed 'th a t I  had seen ‘tlio 
terrib le  tragedy w ith all .its heartrend ing  details cor
rectly  ! My brother-in-law  killed under the  wheals of a 
m achine; my sister insane and now rapidly  sinking to
ward her end ; my niece,— tlio sweet flower of n a tu re ’s 
fairest w ork—dishonoured, in a den of in fam y ; my last 
surviving nephew at sea, no oue knew where ! A  whole 
house—‘ft home of ilove aud peace—scattered  ; and I  left 
alone, a  w itness to th is  world of death , of desolation and 
dishonour. A t the news I  fe lt infinite despair, aiid suuk 
helpless before this pomp of horror befalling me all at 
once. The shock proved too much and I fainted. The 
last I  heard before entirely  losing my consciousness 
was a  rem ark of the  B urgm eiste r:— ' ‘ H ad you, tele
graphed to the c ity  authorities before 'leaving Kioto, 
of your w hereabouts, and  in tention  of com ing home to 
take  charge of your young relatives, we m ight >have 
placed' them elsewhere, and  thus saved them  from  
their fate. No one knew >the children had  a  well-to-do 
relative.’ ’ They had remained paupers and  had  to  ba 
dealt w ith a a  s u c h .  They w e r e  s t r a n g e r s  a t  N u r e m b e r g ,

and  under the  ubfortiinate circumstances yo ir oould 
hardly  have expected any th ing  else. I  Can onljr express 
iny sorrow .”

I t  was tbis te rrib le  news th a t I  m ight have saved, a t  any ■ 
rate  my young niece, from  her unm erited fate, had I  but \ 
followed th e  friendly advice of the Bonze Tam oora, and 
te leg raphed  to the  authorities some weeks previous to my 
re tu rn , which, coupled with tho fact tha t I  could no 1 
longer doubt clairvoyance and clairaudience—the possi- s 
bility of which I  h ad -so  long  denied—th a t b rough t mo ; 
so heavily down a t once. I  could avoid the censure of 1 
my fellow-creatures, 1 could never escape the stings of 
my conscience, the reproaches of my own aching  h e a r t— 
no, not as long as I  lived ! I /cu rsed  m y stubborn  ; 
scepticism, my denial of facts, my early education. I  
cursed myself and the whole world. •

F o r several days I  contrived not to sink beneath my 
load, for I  had a d u ty  to perform to tbe deadand  the living. 
B u t my sister once rescued from the pauper’s asylum, 
fplaced under the care of the best physician with her 
'dau g h terto ^a tten d  to i le r  last moments, and the-Jew ess, 
whom I h ad  b ro u g h t to  confess h er crime, safely lodged 
■in gaol— my ¥ortitude;find s tren g th  suddenly abandoned 
me. H ard ly  a week ^after my arrival I  w as myself no 
b e tte r  th an  ‘a  rav ing  m abiac, helpless in  the strong 
grip  of a brain-feven F o r several weeks I  was between 
life and  death, the terrib le  'disease defying the  skill of 
the best physicians. A t last my strong constitu tion p re 
vailed and they proclaim ed me saved. ' ’

I  heard the  news w ith a bleeding heart. Doomed to 
■drag tho loathsom e burden of life henceforth alone, 
hoping for no help or rem edy-on earth , and still refus
ing to believe in the possibility of existence beyond the 
grave, th is unexpected re tu rn  to life added one morfc 
large drop ‘of gall to my b itte r  feelings. They were 
hardly soothed by the im m ediate return , during  the first 
days of my convalescence, of thoso unwelcome and un
sought for visions, whose correofcness and reality  I  could 
deny no longer. A las ! they  were no longer in my 
sceptical, blind m ind :—

“ The children of an idle brain.
“ Begot of no th ing  but<vaiu fa n ta s y ;”

B ut always the  faithful photographs of the  real woes 
and sufferings of m y fellow-croatures, of my best friends... 
T h u s ,!  found myself doomed to the to rtu re  and helpless
ness of a chained Prom etheus a t the sight of the w retched
ness of my relatives! whenever ‘I  was left for a moment 

^alone. D uring  the still hours of n ight, as though held by 
some pitiless iron hand, I  found tnyself led to my sister's 
bedside, forced to watch and see hour a fte r hour the silent 
d isin tegration  of her wasted organism , to witness and 
fee l sufferings th a t her own tenan tless bra in  could no 
longer reflect or convey to  her perceptions. A nd 
w h a t was still more horrible, I  had  to look a t  tho 
■childish innocent face of my yonng niece so sublimely 
simple and guileless in her po llu tio n ; to see how the full 
"knowledge and recollection of her' dishonour, of her 
young life now for ever b lasted, came back to  her every 
n igh t in  her dream s,— dreams which, for me, took an 

-objective form ,as they had done on the steam er, and I  had 
to live over, nijgfht after n igh t, the same terrible pangs. 
For now, since I  believed iii the  reality  of seership, and 
had com eto the conclusion th a t in o u rb o d y  lies hidden, as 
in the! caterp illa r, th e  chrysalis which m ay contain in its 
tu rn  the butterfly—‘■G reek symbol of the soul— I no longer 
remained indifferent as of yore to what I  w itnessed in 
my visions. Som ething had suddenly developed in me, 
had broken loose from its icy cocoon ; for now, n o ta n  
unconscious p ang  in my dying  sister’s em aciated body, 
no t a  th rill of ho rro r in m y niece’s restless sleep a t th e  
recollection of^tho crim e perpe tra ted  upon the innocent 
child-—bu t found a responsive echo in m y bleeding heart. 
The deep fountain of sym pathetic love and  sorrow had 
gushed out from th e  physical heart and was now loudly 
echoed by the  aw akened soul separated from the;body. 
Ifcw aaa daily and  n igh tly -to rtu re  j Oh ! how I  mourned



over my proud fo lly ; how punished I  was for having 
'neglected to avail myself a t K ioto of tlie preferred 
purifica tion ! A D aij-Dzin had indeed obtained control 
over me ; and tlio fiend had le t loose the dogs of hell 
upon his victim.

I A t last the  awful gulf was crossed, and th e  poor insane
■ m arty r dropped into hor dark  and noisome grave, leaving
i behind lier, but for a few short m onths, her young 
’ daughter. Consumption made short w ork of th a t tender 
j childish fram e; hardly a year after my arrival I  was 

left alone, my only surviving nephew haviDg expressed 
j a desire to follow his sea-faring career.
! A wreck, a prem aturely old mail, looking a t th irty  as 
; though six ty  w inters had passed over my doomed head, 
j and owing to  the  never ceasing visions, myself on the 
j vergo of insanity , I  suddenly formed a desperate rosoln- 
; tion. I  would return to Kioto and seek out the Yaina- 
: boosi. I  would prostrate  myself a t the feet of the holy 

mail and would no t leave him before lie had  recalled tho 
Frankenstein he had  raised, but w ith whom I  would not 
part a t the tim e through my own insolent pride.

| Three m onths la te r I  was in my Japanese home ngain,
! having sought out my old, venerable Bonze Tamoora 
! H ideyeri, aud  supplicating him to take me w ithout an 

hour’s delay to the Yamaboosi, the innocent cause of my 
daily to rtu res. H is answer miide my despair tenfold 
intensified. Tlio Yamaboosi had left the country—for 
lands unknown. He had departed oue line m orning iuto 
the interior, ori pilgrim age, and according to custom, 
would be absent, unless na tu ra l death shortened the 
period, for no less th an  seven years !

'I  applied for help and protection to o ther Yama- 
boosis. No one of them could promise me to relieve mo 
entirely from the demon of clairvoyant obsession. H e 
who raised certain Daij-Dzins, calling on them  to show 
futurity , or th ings thut had already passed, had alone 
full control over them. Thus, partially  relieved and 
taugh t how to conjure the visions away, I  still remain 
helpless to prevent them  from appearing  before me now 
and then. I  have learned many a n a tu re ’s secret out 
of the secret folios of tho library  of Tzion-ene; 
obtained mastery over several kinds of invisible beings of 
a lower order. But, the great secret of power over the  
terrib le Daij-Dzins, rem ains with the in itia tes of Lao-tze, 
the Yumaboosis alone. One has to become one o f them  
to get such a control, and, I  was found unfit to join 
them, owing to m any insurm ountable reasons, though I  
tried hard for it.

“ My son,”— said to mo the old B onze—while ex
plaining tho difficulties— “ No one who has subjected 
himself either willingly or otherwise to  the power of a 
Daij-Dzin, can hope to become a real Yamaboosi. A t 
best ho may become fitted to oppose, and successfully 
light thom off. Like a scar l i f t  after a poisoned wound 
the trace of a D aij-Dzin can never be effaced from 
our inner naturo un til changed by a new re b ir th .”

. H . P . B.
------*------

* E A R T H Q U A K E S .
T he th eo ries now p u t fo rth  by the  sc ien tis ts  as reg a rd s  

the  cause of ea rth q u ak es a re  not sa tisfac to ry .
The H indus have a superstition th a t the g reat snake

7lasuki carries the earth  on its head, and when the earth  
becomes heavy with sins, this snake moves its  head and 
this is the  cause of earthquakes.

If  we try  to go to the bottom of th is superstition  wa 
may got a glim pse of w hat was believed by the ancients 
as the cause of earthquakes.

A ccording to the T an trik  yoga philosophy the earth  is 
sustained by a force nam ed Kundalivi sakti, th is force is 
the hfo of the earth . This force is symbolically represen t
ed by a snake entwined in 3£ coils round the linga sarira  
of the earth . In  the microcosm, this force is a sta te  of 
strain producing a current th a t moves along a spiral 
path.,
. According to Professor M axwell, electricity ia a state

of strain  in the  lum iniferous ether, and all the phe
nomena of the  m agnetic force are observed when 
electricity  flows along a sp ira l coil.

Prom  these it may strike  one’s mind th a t w hat is called 
m agnetism in m odern scienco is one form of the K unda
liv i sakti of the H indu  yogis.

I t  is a fact proved bv the  scientists tha t th is earth  is 
a large m agnet. A nd I  th in k  tha t the internal d isturb
ance in the ea rth ’s m agnetism  is symbolically rep resen t
ed in the superstition above alluded to as regards tho 
cause of earthquakes.

M odern scientific men can see no connection between 
tho cause of earthquakes and events on the m ental 
plane of the  earth. B u t when they understand th a t 
thero is no such thing as accident in this universe, tha t 
every event which appears to us as accident, is the effect 
of a force on tlie mental plane, then  they will be able to 
understand why tho superstitious H indus look upon 
earthquakes as the effect of accum ulated sins com m itted 
by men.

The superstition of the H indus properly understood 
means th is: T hat the accum ulated effect of the  bad  
K arinas of men on the earth  im pressed in the astral fire, 
is, to produce a change in the position of the centre of 
th e  force which is ea rth ’s life. This centre of force, 
known by the Hindus as Padtna  or Chakra, is the  head 
of Basuki, W hen the earth , to sustain its own life, 
requires to change the position of the centre of its active 
life, a d isturbance in the in ternal m agnetism  of the earth  
is produced, am ongst o ther phenomena earthquakes 
occur, ju st as nervous trem ors occur in a m an’s body.

Only one who is an adept iu the knowledge of all 
departm ents of natural forces can say how far th is  view 
of the Hindus is correct. L e t the reader seek the help 
of such a one to clear liis doubts, and when I  have said 
this I  have no th ing  more to  say.

K . D. M.
------«------

L IG H T  ON T H E  PATH .

W h i t t e n  d o w n  b y  M .  0 . ,  F e l l o w  o f  t l io  T h e o s o p h i c a l  
S o c i e t y ,  L o n d o n ,  1 8 3 5  ; a n d  a n n o t a t e d  b y  P .  S r e e n e v a s  H o w ,  
F e l l o w  o f  t h e  T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i c t y ,  M a d r a s ,  1 8 8 5 .

(Continued fro m  page 2!>8.J

S e c t i o n  I I .

I n  t h o  f i r s t  s e c t i o n  o f  t h i s  T r e a t i s e ,  t h e  d i s c ip l e  wa.s 
i n s t r u c t e d  a s  t o  w h a t  w a s  t o  b e  a v o i d e d  a n d  w l i a t  w a s  to  be  
d e s i r e d  ; a n d  h e  w a s  t o l d  t h a t ,  a f t e r  a  s u c c e s s f u l  s t r u g g l e  
a g a i n s t  h i s  p a s s i o n s  a n d  so  f o r t h ,  a  c a l m  w o u l d  c o m e  to  h i s  
h a r a s s e d  s p i r i t ;  a n d  t h a t  i n  t l i i s  d e e p  s i l e n c e  a  m y s t e r i o u s  
e v e n t  w o u l d  o c c u r ,  w h i e h  w o u l d  p r o v e  t h a t  t h e  b e g i n u i n g  
o f  t h e  w a y  w a s  f o u n d .

N o w ,  t l i e  o b j e c t  o f  t h e  r u l e s  i u  t h i s  s e c o n d  s e c t i o n  is  to  
a d v i s e  t h o  d i s c ip l e  a s  t o  h i s  f u t u r e  l i n e  o f  c o n d u c t  w i t h  t h e  
v i e w  o f  m a k i n g  f u r t h e r  p r o g r e s s .  T u d e e d ,  t h i s  s e c o n d  
s e c t i o n  is  i n t e n d e d  to  i n d i c a t e  to  s o m e  e x t e n t  t h o  s e c r e t  o f  
t h e  t r a n s i t i o n  f r o m  t h e  S u s h u p t i  t o  t h o  'Twrya A va s th a .  I t  
m u s t  b o  n o t i c e d  t h a t  S u s h u p t i  d o e s  n o t  h o r e  m e a n  s o u n d  
s l e e p  a s  i t  is o r d i n a r i l y  u n d e r s t o o d  ; b u t  r e f e r s  to  t h e  
c o n d i t i o n  o f  P ra tjn y a  ( a  s o r t  o f  c o n s c i o u s n e s s ) ,  w h e n  i t s  
V y d p ti  ( e x t e n s i o n  o r  a c t i v i t y )  in  t h e  S u k sh m a  a n d  Stliutiv  
U putlris  ( i .  e., g r o s s  a n d  s u b t l e  v e s t u r e s ) ,  is c o m p l e t e l y  
r e s t r a i n e d .  T h e  f in a l  s e c r e t s  r e f e r r e d  to  in  t h i s  T r e a t i s e  
r e l a t e  t o  t h e  m y s t e r y  o f  t h e  L o g o s  k n o w n  a s  A tm a .  I t  is  
n o t  p o s s ib le  t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  s u b j e c t  f u l l y  w i t h o u t  r e fe r r in g -  
t o  t h e  s e c r e t s  o f  I n i t i a t i o n ,  w h i c h  c a n n o t ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  b e  
d i v u l g e d  in  a  w o r k  i n t e n d e d  f o r  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c a t i o n .  M o r e 
o v e r ,  t h e  d i s c ip le  l ia s  n o w  a r r i v e d  a t  t h a t  s t a g e ,  w h i e h  i s  a s  
s a c r e d  a s  i t  is  m y s t e r i o u s ,  a u d  w h i c h  is i m p e r c e p t i b l e  to  t h e  
so n a e  a n d  i n c o m p r e h e n s i b l e  t o  t h e  r e a s o n  i n  t h e  s e n s e  iu  
w h i e h  t h o s o  w o r d s  a r e  p o p u l a r l y  u n d e r s t o o d ; a n d  a n y  
a t t e m p t  a t  a  w r i t t e n  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  e v e n t s  w h i c h  w o u l d  
h e n c e f o r t h  f o l lo w  w o u l d  t h e r e f o r e  b e  u t t e r l y  f u t i l e .  T h e  
d i s c ip l e  s h o u l d  t r u s t  to  h i s  o w n  i n t u i t i o n  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e s  ; 
a n d  t r y  to  s o lv e  t h e  m y s t e r y  g r a d u a l l y  a s  i t  p r e s e n t s  i t s e l t  
t o  h i m ,  b y  t h e  h e l p  o f  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  l i g h t  w h i c h  b y  t h i s  t i m e  
h a s  b e g u n  to  i l l u m i n e  l i i s  i n n e r  s e l f  i n  a n  u n m i s t a k a b l e  
m a n n e r .  H o  h a s  l i t  t h e  l a m p  a s  i t  w e r e ,  a n d  m u s t  b e  a b l e



i o  seo a l l  t h a t  c a n  bo  s e e n  a t  t h e  s t a g o  a t  ■which h o  h a s  
a r r i v e d .  A l l  t e a c h i n g s  h e n c e f o r w a r d  o u g h t  t o  c o m e  t o  h i m  
f r o m  s o n r c e s  i n t e r n a l  a n d  n o t  e x t e r n a l ; f o r ,  a s  s t a t e d  in  
R u l e  19 supra, h e  i s  o n  t h e  t h r e s h o l d  o f  D i v i n i t y ;  a n d  f o r  
h i m  n o  l a w  c a n  b e  f r a m e d ,  a n d  n o  g u i d e  c a n  e x i s t .  M o r e 
o v e r ,  a l l  t h a t  h e r e a f t e r  o c c u r s  t o  t h e  d i s c i p l e  i s  o f  s u c h  
a  n a t u r e  a s  t o  bo  f e l t  a n d  r e c o g n i s e d  b y  h i m s e l f  a lo n e ,  
a n d  n o t  s u c h  a s  c a n  b o  c o m m u n i c a t e d  t o  h i m  b y  o t h e r s .  
H o w e v e r ,  ho  w il l  f in d  t h a t  s o m e  a m o u n t  o f  l i g h t  is  t h r o w n  
o n  t h i s  p r o f o u n d l y  m y s t e r i o u s  s u b j e c t  b y  t h e  e x p l a n a t i o n s  
f u r n i s h e d  in t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p a g e s .

U n d e r  a n y  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  i t  w o u l d  b e  i m p o s s i b l e  f o r  t h e  
d i s c ip l e  to  m a s t e r  t h e  s u b j e c t  u n t i l  t h e  f i r s t  b a t t l e  is w o n  ; 
f o r  t h e  m i n d  m a y  r e c o g n i s e  t h e  t r u t h ,  a n d  y e t  t h e  s p i r i t  m a y  
n o t  b e  n b le  to  r e c e i v e  i t .  B u t ,  o n c e  h a v i n g  p a s s e d  t h r o u g h  
t h e  s t o r m ,  a n d  a t t a i n e d  p e a c e ,  b y  a  c a r e f u l  s t u d y  a n d  
o b s e r v a n c e  o f  t h e  r u l e s  g i v e n  i n  t h e  f i r s t  s e c t io n ,  t h e  
d i s c i p l e  w o u l d  a l w a y s  f in d  i t  e a s y  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h o  s p i r i t  o f  
t h e  e n s u i n g  ru l e s ,  a n d  l e a r n  t h e  t r u t h  f o r  h i m s e l f ,  e v e n  
t h o u g h  h o  w a v e r ,  h e s i t a t e ,  a n d  t u r n  a s id e .  T h o  v o ic e  o f  t h e  
s i l e n c e  r e m a i n s  w i t h i n  h i m  ; a n d  t h o u g h  h e  l e a v e  t l ie  p a t h  
u t t e r l y ,  y e t  o n e  d a y  i t  w i l l  r e s o u n d  a n d  r e n d  h i m  a s u n d e r ,  
a n d  s e p a r a t e  h i s  p a s s i o n s  f r o m  ' h i s  d i v i n e  p o s s ib i l i t i e s .  
T h e n ,  w i t h  p a i n  a n d  d e s p e r a t e  c r i e s  f r o m  t h e  d e s e r t e d  
l o w e r - s e l f ,  h e  w i l l  r e t u r n .  T h i s  is  a  v e r y  c o m f o r t i n g  a s s u r 
a n c e ,  b u t  t h e  d i s e ip lo  w o u l d  d o  w e l l  n o t  to  p u t  h i m s e l f  in a  
p o s i t i o n  w h i c h  ia c a l c u l a t e d  t o  i m p e d e  l i i s  p r o g r e s s  f o r  
h o w s o e v e r  s h o r t  a  t i m e  a n d  p l u n g o  h i m  i n t o  o b s c u r i t y ,  a t  
a  t i m e  w h e n  h e  h a d  b u t  j u s t  l i t  t h e  l a m p  a n d  b e g u n  to  f in d  
t h o  w a y .  I t  w o u l d  b e  h i g h l y  p r e j u d i c i a l  t o  h i s  s p i r i t u a l  
p r o g r e s s  i f  h o  s h o u l d  s l a c k e n  h i s  e n e r g i e s  a n d  t h e r e b y  
s a c r i f i c e  t h e  b r i g h t  a n d  i m m e d i a t e  p r o s p e c t s ,  i n  a n t i c i p a t i o n  
o f  a  d i s t a n t  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  r e g a i n i n g  t h o  s a m e  o n  s o m e  f u t u r e  
o c c a s io n .  T i m e  flies ; fl ics n o i s e le s s ly  i t  i s  t r n e ,  b u t  so  r a p i d l y  
t h a t  “  n o  w i n d s  a l o n g  t h o  h i l l s  c a n  flee a s  s w i f t l y  a s  h e . ”  
W e  c a n  g e t  b a c k  a l m o s t  e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  is  lo s t ,  c x c e p t  T i m e ,  
■which is  a b s o l u t e l y  i r r e c o v e r a b l e .  S o  p r e c i o u s  i s  T i m e  ; a n d  
t h o  d i s c ip l e  s h o u l d  m a k o  t h e  b e s t  u s e  o f  t h e  t i m e  w h i c h  h o  
m a y  h a v e  a t  h i s  c o m m a n d  d u r i n g  l i fe .  T l i e  T e x t  g i v e s  t h e  
f o l l o w i n g  w a r n i n g  n o t e  t o  t h o  d i s c ip le ,  a s  a  p r e l u d e  to  tlio 
f o r t h c o m i n g  R u l e s  :

O u t o f  th e  s ilen c e  t h a t  ix  peace,, a  r e s o n a n t vo ice  s h a l l  
r ise . A n d  th is  vo ice  w i l l  s a y ,  “ I t  i s  n o t  w e l l ; th o u  h a s t  
re a p e d , n o w  th o u  m u s t  sou). A n d  k n o w in g  t h i s  vo icc  lo 
be th e  s ile n c e  i t s e l f ,  th o u  s l ia l t  o b e y .”

T h e  d i s c ip l e  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  e l a t e d  w i t h  w h a t e v e r  s u c c c s s  
l ie  h a s  h i t h e r t o  a c h i e v e d .  A l l  t h a t  h o  h a s  f o u n d  is b u t  t h e  
beginn ing  o f  t h e  w a y ;  a n d  s h o u l d  h e  b e c o m e  c a r e l e s s  o r  
i n d i f f e r e n t ,  n o t  o n l y  h i s  o n w a r d  p r o g r e s s  w il l  b o  r e t a r d e d  a s  
a  m a t t e r  o f  c o u r s e ,  but.  e v e n  t h e  l i t t l e  a d v a n c e  h e  h a s  i n a d o  
o n  t h e  p a t h  w i l l  b e  so  f a r  o b s c u r e d  a s  to  r e q u i r e  r e n e w e d  a n d  
p o w e r f u l  e f fo r t s  t o  r e g a i n  t.he f o r m e r  l i g h t .  N o  d o u b t  ho  
h a s  r e a p e d  s o m e  g o o d  f r u i t s  o f  h i s  p a s t  l a b o u r s ;  b u t  u n l e s s  
h e  s o w s  a g a i n  t h e  s e e d  o f  v i r t u e ,  h e  c a n n o t  r e n p  a  f r e s h  
h a r v e s t  c a l c u l a t e d  to  a f fo rd  to  h i m  t h a t  n o u r i s h m e n t  a u d  
s t r e n g t h  w h i c h  a r e  e s s e n t i a l  t o  h i s  f u t u r e  a d v a n c e m e n t ,  u n t i l  
a t  l a s t  h e  a t t a i n s  t o  t h a t  h i g h e s t  s t a t i o n ,  w h e n  t h e r e  i s  n o  
d e a t h  o r  b i r t h  f o r  h i m .  T h o s o  t h a t  h a v e  p a s s e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  
s i l e n c e  a n d  f e l t  i t s  p e a c e  a n d  r e t a i n e d  i t s  s t r e n g t h ,  l o n g  t h a t  
t h o  d i s e ip lo  s h a l l  l i k e w i s e  p a s s  t h r o u g h  i t ; a u d i t  b e h o v e s  
t h e  d i s c ip l e s  t h e r e f o r e  to  b e  o n  t h e  a l e r t ,  a n d  p e r s e v e r e  in  h i s  
c o u r s e  w i t h  a  r e d o u b l e d  v i g o u r  ; — m o r e  e s p e c i a l l y  b e c a u s e  h o  
h a s  s u c c e e d e d  in  m i k i n g  s e v e r a l  a c q u i s i t i o n s  w h i c h  f a i r l y  
e n a b l o h i m  to  p u s h  h i m s e l f  f o r w a r d  i n  t h e  p a t h  w i t h  a  b r i g h t  
p r o s p e c t  o f  u l t i m a t e  s u c c e s s .  W h a t  t h o s e  a c q u i s i t i o n s  a r e ,  
t h e  T e x t  p r o c e e d s  to  e x p l a i n  a s  f o l lo w s  :

T h o u ,  w h o  a r t  n o w  a  d is c ip le  a b le  to  s ta n d ,  a b le  to  
h e a r , ab le  to see, a b le  to  s p e a k ,  w h o  h a s t  c o n q u e re d  d e s ire  
a n d  a t ta in e d  to  s e l f  k n o w le d g e , w h o  h a s t  se e n  th y  s o u l  
i n  i t s  b lo o m  a n d  re c o g n ise d  i t ,  a n d  heard , th e  v o ice  o f  th e  
s i le n c e ,  go th o u  to  th e  H a l l  o f  L e a r n in g  a n d  r e a d  w h a t  
i s  w r i t te n  th ere  f o r  thee .

L e t  t h e  d i s c ip l e  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  to  b e  a b l e  t o  s t a n d  is  to  
h a v e  c o n f i d e n c e  ; t o  b o  a b lo  t o  h e a r  i s  t o  h a v e  o p e n e d  th o  
d o o r s  o f  t h e  s o u l  ; t o  be  a b lo  t o  seo  i s  t o  h a v e  a t t a i n e d  
p e r c e p t i o n  ; to  bo a b l e  to  s p e a k  is  t o  h a v o  a t t a i n e d  t h e  
p o w e r  o f  h e l p i n g  o t h e r s  ; to  h a v o  c o n q u e r e d  d e s i r e  i s  t o  h a v e  
l e a r n e d  h o w  to  u s e  a n d  c o n t r o l  t h e  s e l f ; to  h a v o  a t t a i n e d  
t o  s e l f  k n o w l e d g e  is  t o  h a v e  a t t a i n e d  to  t h e  i n n e r  f o r t r e s s  
w h e n c e  ' h e  p e r s o n a l  m a n  c a n  b e  v i e w e d  w i t h  i m p a r t i a l i t y  ; 
to h a v e  s e e n  t h e  s o u l  i n  i t s  b l o o m  is  t o  }i$,ve o b t a i n e d  a

m o m e n t a r y  g l i m p s e  i n  o n e s e l f  o f  t h e  t r a n s f i g u r a t i o n  w h ich  
s h a l l  e v e n t u a l l y  m a k e  t h e  d i s c ip l e  m o r e  t h a n  m a n  ; to  
r e c o g n i s e  is  to  a c h i e v e  t h e  g r e a t  t a s k  o f  g a z i n g  u p o n  th o  
b l a z i n g  l i g h t  w i t h o u t  d r o p p i n g  t h e  e y e s ,  a u d  n o t  f a l l in g  
b a c k  i n  t e r r o r ,  a s  t h o u g h  b e f o r e  s o m e  g l m s t l y  p h a n t o m .  
T h i s  h a p p e n s  to  s o m e  ; a n d  t h e  d i s c ip l e  s h o u l d  bo v e r y  
c a r e f u l  a n d  f i rm  i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t .  l i e  s h o u l d  a l w a y s  be  
s t e a d y  in  h i s  m i n d  a n d  f u l l  o f  c o u r a g e  ; e s p e c i a l l y  b e c a u s e  
h e  is  f o r e w a r n e d  o f  w l i a t  is  t o  h a p p e n ,  a n d  b e c a u s e ,  m o r e 
o v e r ,  t h e  e v e n t  w o u l d  b e  to  h i s  g l o r y  a n d  h i g h e s t  s p i r i t u a l  
a d v a n t a g e .  I f  h e  c h a n c e s  to  b e  w e a k ,  a n d  s h r i n k s  f ro m  
b e h o l d i n g  t h e  L i g h t  w h i c h  p r e s e n t s  i t s e l f  to  h im ,  i t  n eed  
h a r d l y  b e  s a i d  t h a t  h e  lo s e s  t h e  v i c t o r y  w h e n  h e  h a d  a l l  b u t  
w o n  i t .  T o  h e a r  t h e  v o ic e  o f  s i l e n c e ,  i s  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  
f r o m  w i t h i n  c o m e s  t h e  o n l y  t r u e  g u i d a n c e  ; a n d  l a s t l y ,  to  go  
to  t h e  H a l l  o f  L e a r n i n g  is t o  e n t e r  t h e  s t a t e  i n  w h i c h  l e a r n 
i n g  b e c o m e s  p o s s ib l e .  T h e n  w i l l  m a n y  w o r d s  b e  .w r i t te n  
t h e r e  f o r  t h e  d i s c ip l e  ; a n d  w r i t t e n  i n  f i e ry  l e t t e r s  f o r  h i m  
e a s i ly  to  r e a d .  F o r ,  w h e n  t h o  d i s c ip l e  i s  r e a d y  t h e  M a s t e r  
i s  r e a d y  a l s o .  T h i s  p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  d i s c ip l e  i s  f i g u r a t i v e l y  
d e s c r i b e d  in  t h o  M a i t r i  U p a n i s h a t  i n  t h e s e  w o r d s  :—  
“  H a v i n g  p a s s e d  b e y o n d  t h e  e a r t h l y  c o n c e r n s ,  t h o  se n s e s ,  a n d  
t h e i r  o b j e c t s  ; a n d  h a v i n g  t h e n  s e i z e d  t h e  b o w ,  w h o s e  s t r i n g  
is  p u r e  l i f e  a n d  w h o s e  w o o d  is f o r t i t u d e ,  w i t h  t h e  a r r o w  of 
u n s e l f i s h n e s s ,— th o  d i s c ip l e  s t r i k e s  d o w n  t h e  f i r s t  w a r d e r  
o f  t h e  d o o r  o f  B r a h m a ” ( I V — 2 8 .)

I t  m u s t  b e  u n d e r s t o o d  t h a t  t h e  h e a r i n g  a n d  se e in g ,  
&c.,  s p o k e n  o f  a b o v e  d o  n o t  m e a n  t h e  h e a r i n g  a n d  s e e i n g  
w i t h  t h e  p h y s i c a l  e a r s  a n d  ey e s .  E v e r y  h u m a n  b e i n g ,  n a v  
a l m o s t  e v e r y  a n i m a l — u n l e s s  t h o  f a c u l t i e s  a r o  a b n o r m a l l y  
i m p a i r e d — is  a b l e  t o  h e a r  a n d  s e e  i n  tl io  s e n s e  i n  w h i c h  
t h o s o  t e r m s  a r e  p o p u l a r l y  u n d e r s t o o d  ; a n d  t h i s  w o u l d  c o n s e 
q u e n t l y  be  n o  n o w  a c q u i s i t i o n  i n  t h e  caso  o f  t h o  d i s c ip le .  
T h e  f a c u l t i e s  b y  w h i c h  t h e  d i s c ip l e  is  n o w  a b lo  t o  h e a r  a n d  
se e  a r e  t h e  i n n e r  f a c u l t i e s  a n d  n o t  t h e  o u t e r ,  T h a t  t h i s  ia 
w h a t  o u r  T e x t  m e a n s  is  c l e a r  f r o m  S e c t i o n s  14 ,  15, 1 6 ,  &c. 
s u p r a .  T h i s  i s  n o t  i n t e n d e d  to  m e a n  t h a t  in  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  
t r a i n i n g  to  w h i c h  t h e  d i s c ip l e  s u b j e c t s  h i m s e l f ,  t h e  e x t e r n a l  
f a c u l t i e s  a r e  u s e l e s s .  A s  w e l l  e x p l a i n e d  in  t h o  V i s h n n  
P u r a n a ,  t h e  k n o w l e d g e  o b t a i n e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  o u t e r  s e n s e s  
s h i n e s  l i k o  a  la m p , w h i l e  t h a t  o b t a i n e d  b y  G n a n a  ( d i v i n o  
w i s d o m )  b r e a k s  u p o n  t h e  o b s c u r i t y  l i k e  t h o  iSun ( V I .  V .)  T h e  
w i s e  seo  n o t  w i t h  t h e  e y e  o f  f lesh  ( V i s h n u  P u r a n a ,  V I .  VI •) 
T h e  s o u l  s e e s  a n d  e n j o y s  w i t h  t h e  a i d  of  t h e  m e n t a l  c e l e s t i a l  
eye .  ( C h a n d o g y a  U p a n i s h a t ,  V I I I .  X I I .  5 )  T h e  G u a n a  
C h a k s h a s  ( e y e  o f  w i s d o m )  a n d  J ) i v y a  C h a k s h a s  ( c e l e s t i a l ,  o r  
l u m i n o u s  e y e )  a r e  s p o k e n  o f  i n  t h e  M u u d a k a  U p a n i s h a t
I I .  1. 2  ; in  t h e  B h a g a v a t  G i l a  X l .  8 a n d  X t l l .  35 ; in  th o  
M a h a  B h a r a t a ,  A n u s a s a n a  P a r v a  X I V .  10, a n d  A R w a m e d h a  
P a r v a  X V I I I .  .‘30 ; t h o  C h a n d a g r y a  U p a n i s h a t  V I I I .  X I I .  !> 
a n d  o t h e r  s a c r e d  w o r k s  ; a n d  th o  m e t h o d  o f  d e v e l o p i n g  s u c h  
i n n e r  f a c u l t i e s  i s  e x p l a i n e d  i n  t h e  S r i  B h a g a v a t a - S k a n d a  
X I  a n d  C h a p t e r  X I V  ; i n  P a t a n j a l i ’s A p h o r i s m s  o n  Y o g a ,  
a n d  i n  o t h e r  w o r k s .

T h i s  s u b l i m e  s u b j e c t  w i l l  b e  f u l l y  d i s c u s s c d  in  t h e  n e x t  
S e c t i o n  o n  K a r m a .

N o w  t h o  T e x t  p r o c e e d s  t o  g i v e  s o m e  p r a c t i c a l  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
t o  t h e  d i s c ip l e  to  a s s i s t  h i s  f u t u r e  p r o g r e s s  :

1 . S t a n d  a s id e  i n  ih e  c o m in g  b a t tle ,  a n d  th o u g h  th o u  
f ig h t e s t ,  be n o t  th o u  th e  w a r r io r .

2. L o o k  f o r  th e  w a r r io r ,  a n d  le t h im  f i g h t  i n  thee .
S). T a k e  h is  o rd e rs  f o r  b a t t le  a n d  obey th e m .
4. O b ey  h im  n o t  a s  th o u g h  he w ere  a  g e n era l, b u t  a .v 

th o u g h  he w ere  t h y s e l f ,  a n d  h is  sp o k e n  w o rd s  w ere  the  
u t te r a n c e  o f  th y  sec re t d e s ire s  ; f o r  h e  is  th y s e l f ,  ye t  
i n f i n i t e l y  w ise r  a n d  s t r o n g e r  th a n  th y s e l f .  L o o k  f o r  h im ,  
else i n  th e  f e v e r  a n d  h u r r y  o f  th e  f i g h t  th o u  m a y e s t  j ia s s  
h i m  ; a n d  he w i l l  n o t  k n o w  th ee  u n le s s  th o u  k n o w e s t h im .  
I f  t h y  c ry  re a c h  h is  l i s te n in g  e a r  th e n  w i l l  he  f i g h t  in  
th ee  a n d  f i l l  th e  d u l l  v o id  w i th in .  A n d  i f  th is  is  so , th en  
c a n s t  th o u  go th r o u g h  th e  f i g h t  cool a n d  u n w e a r ie d , s ta  n d 
in g  a s id e  a n d  l e t t in g  h im  b a ttle  f o r  thee . T h e n  i t  w ill  
be im p o s s ib le  f o r  th ee  to  s t r ik e  o n e  b low  a m is s .  B u t  i f  
th o u  look  n o t  f o r  h im , i f  th o u  p a s s  h im  b y , th e n  th e r e  is  
no  s a fe g u a r d  f o r  thee . T h y  b r a in  w i l l  ree l, t h y  h e a r t  
g ro w  u n c e r ta in  ; a n d  i n  'the d u s t  o f  th e  b a ttle - fie ld  
th y  s ig h t  a n d  sen ses w i l l  f a i l ,  a n d  th o u  w i l t  n o t  know  
t h y  f r i e n d s  f r o m  th y  e n em ie s .

l i e  i s  th y s e l f ,  y e t  th o u  a r t  b u t  f i n i t e  a n d  l ia b le  to error. 
H e  i s  e te r n a l  a n d  i s  s u r e .  l i e  i s  e te r n a l  T r u th .  W h e n  
once h e  h a s  e n te r e d  th ee  a n d  becom e th y  w a r r io r ,  h e  w ill



never u tterly desert thee, and at the day o f  the great 
;peace he w ill become one w ith  thee. '

Theso Rules 1 to 4 form one group. . The Battle they 
speak of is the struggle against the passions, which ought 
to be duly restrained and placed under proper control. And 
the individual who is to fight the battle is Man, who, roughly 
speaking, is made up of Body and Sonl, which are dependent 
on one another, inasmuch as the Body is worthless without 
the Soul ; and the Soul,—so long as it remains enveloped in 
the Body—can only act through the Body. In fact tho 
Body is the vehicle of the soul, and it is by their combination 
that man can move and live ; but tlie rider is invisible to 
tho world a t large, and all ordinary peoplo see the vehiclo 
rolling along as if automatically ; and suppose that it, the 
vehicle, i. e,, the physical body, is everything ; and that it 
alone constitutes the Man. But as the disciple, in his present 
advanced stage, is able to understand things better than the 
generality of mankind, Rules 1 to 4 enjoin upon him 
the necessity of looking for the real warrior within him, 
namely, the inner man, the rider, the soul itself, and making 
him fight the battle, although to all outward appearances, 
it is the vehiclo, namely, the outer man, that is engaged in 
the fight as the warrior.

And this is so for the simple reason that the outer man 
cannot fight the battle successfully. Tho body, which is 
represented as the outer man, is finite, and destructible ; it 
is mortal, and is held by death. (K atha Upanishat II. 18. 
Chandogya Upanishat V III. X II. 1). And further, it cannot 
safely be left to itself in the uncontrolled exerciso of its senses; 
“ He who attends to the inclinations of the senses, has in 
them a certain concern ; from this concern arises passion ; 
from passion, anger ; from anger, delusion ; from delusion, 
deprivation of memory ; from loss of memory, the loss of 
reason ; and from the loss of reason, the loss of all” (Bhagavat 
Gita II. 62).

Hcnco Rule 1 means that although outwardly it is tho 
outer man that fights, yet ho should not be the real warrior, 
as in that ease he would bo certain to fail and lose the 
victory.

And then Ttule 2 says that the disciple should look for the 
warrior and allow him to fight in him. Who is this warrior ? 
I t ia no other thau the inner man, the individual Soul. As 
this is indestructible and wiser and stronger than the other, 
it is better fitted to fight the battle. I t  cannot certainly act 
without tho body ; and what is required is, of course, that 
they should both be combined together in battle ; making 
the body subordinate and subservient to the soul. “ The 
body is tho c a r ; the- senses are the horses ; and mind is the 
reins. And the rider is the soul itself.” (K atha Upanishat
III . 3 and 4.) The mischievous consequences that would 
follow were the horses left entirely without guidance, aro too 
obvious to need description.

But at the same time the outer man should not considor 
himself a stranger to tho inner man. In one respect they 
are distinct ; but in other respects, viz., so long as the soul 
remains embodied, they both together form one man. In 
this sense the inner man is tlie outer man for all practical 
purposes ; and tho inner man’s orders are no other than the 
secret desires of the outer man himself. In  order to achieve 
a complote victory, the outer man must invoke the aid of the 
inner man, and obey his command. This is the moaning of 
Rule 3 as fully explained in Rule 4.

After thus recognizing the Soul and allowing it to fight 
the battle, the disciple should listen to its advice and obey it 
implicitly.

5. Listen to the song o f life.
0. Store in  your memory the melody yon hear.
7. Learn fro m  it the lesson o f  harmony.

Tho teachings of a pure Soul are the songs of life. There 
is a natural melody, an obscure fount though it be, in every 
human heart. At first the disciple may not find it, or may 
find only discord. But he should look deeper ; and if he is 
disappointed, he should pause a while and look deeper s ti l l ; 
and then he w ill find it; for sure enough it is there. I t  may 
be covered over, and utterly concealed and silenced, but it is 
there. At the base of our naturo, we shall find faith, hopo 
and love ; and he who chooses evil, does so simply because 
he refuses or neglects to look within him self; and shuts his 
ears to the melody of his heart, as he blinds his eyes to the 
light of his Soul. He finds it easier to live in desires, and 
does not care to look beyond what is necessary for their satis
faction. But underneath all life is the strong current

that cannot be checked; the great waters are there in 
reality. Seek diligently then, and you will perceive that none, 
not the most wretched of creatures but is a part of it, however 
he blind himself to the fact, and build up for himself a phan
tasmal outer form of horror. In  that sense we may fairly say 
that all those among whom we struggle on are fragments 
of the Divine. And so deceptive is the illusion in which wo 
live that it is hard to guess where we shall first detect the 
sweet voico in the hearts of others. But we must know 
that it is certainly within ourselves. We should only look 
for it ; and once having heard it, we shall the more readily 
recognise it around us.

I  may say that this song of life is what in common par- 
lanco is called the voico of pure conscience;—which is a 
natural, original faculty forming a part of the human consti
tution. From his make, constitution and nature, man may 
fairly be presumed to be a Law to himself. He has within 
him a Rule of Right which the Vedas all Ritam, as explain
ed in the early part of this work. That some people go amiss 
is no proof against the existence of this Rule of R ig h t; for 
we must remember, what a great philosopher has said, that 
Conscience is the Sovereign de-jure, and to her belongs the 
command. But, as she is not the Sovereign de-facto at the 
samo time, her command is likely to be respected or disre
garded by man according to his choice. When so disregard
ed, Conscience stands in the position of a Sovereign dethroned 
in the season of national anarchy and rebellion ; but tho Con
science, liko tho Sovereign, never dies. She may lie dormant 
for a time ; bnt she exists all the samo. All that is wanted 
is that man should listen to the voico of conscience, the 
song of lifo as it is, and he will go right.

There seems to be some difference of opinion among West- 
orn philosophers on this subject, to elucidate which I beg 
leave to quote the following passages from the work of Dr. 
Bain, which is extensively read in these days. The learned 
Doctor say s: “ I t  is contended, that the linman mind
possesses an intuition or instinct, whereby we feel or 
discern at once tho right from wrong ; a view term
ed the doctrine of the Moral sense, or Moral sontiment. 
Besides being supported by numerous theorizers in Ethics, 
this is a prevailing and popular doctrine ; it underlies most 
of the language of moral suasion. The ‘difficulties attending 
the stricter interpretation of it have led to various modes of 
qualifying and explaining it.” ........... “ On the one side, Con
science (i. e., Moral sense abovo alluded to) is held to be it 
uniq\ia and ultimate power of the mind, like the feeling of 
Resistance, tho sense of Taste, or tho consciousness of Agree
ment. On the othor side, Conscience is viewed as a growth or 
derivation from other recognised properties of tho mind.” ...  
“ Practically it would seem of little importance in what way 
the moral faculty originated, except with a view to teach ns 
how it may be best strengthened when it happens to be weak. 
Still a very groat importance has been attached to the view 
that it is simplo and innate ; the supposition being that a 
higher authority thereby belongs to it. If it arises from 
mere education, it depends on the teacher for the time being- 
If it exists prior to all education, it seems to be the voice of 
universal nature or God.”

This is not the time or placo for discussing this puzzle irr 
morals; nor do I in the least pretend to bo able to solve tha 
riddle to the satisfaction of all. 1 have already stated 
my conviction in favour of the simple and intuitive character 
of conscience ; and would eoncludo this subject with the 
words of Dr. Bain :—“ Ethical Theory embraces certain 
questions of pure Psychology, viz. : The psychological
nature of Conscience, the Moral Sense, or by whatever namo 
we designate the faculty of distinguishing right and wrong, 
together with the motivo powor to follow the one and eschew 
the othor. That such a faculty exists is admitted.”

I t  behoves the disciple to listen to and respect this song of 
life; store all its instructions in memory, and learn from 
them lessons for his guidance. Thc result of obeying this 
song is thus described in the Text.

8. You can stand upright notv, firm  as a roch, am idst 
the turmoil, obeying the ivarrior, who is thyself and thy  
king. Unconcerned in  the battle, save to do his bidding, 
having no longer any care as to the result o f the battle, 
fo r  one thing only is im portant, that the warrior shall w in, 
andyouhnow  he is incapable o f defeat,— standing thus, cool 
and awakened, use the hearing you have acquired by p a in  
and by ihe destruction o f pa in . Only fragm ents o f the great 
song come to your ears, while yet you are but man. But, i f



you listen to it, remember it  fa ith fu lly , so tha t none which 
has reached you is lost, and endeavour to learn from  it, the 
meaning o f the m ystery which surrounds you. In  lime 
you w ill need no teacher. For, as the ind ividual has 
voice, so has that in  ivliich the ind ividua l exists. L ife  
itse lf has sjieech and is never silent. A n d  its  utterance 
is  not, as you that are deaf may suppose, a cry : it  is a
song. Learn f  rom it that you are a p a rt o f the harmony ;
learn from  it to obey the laws o f harmony.

I  c a n  a d d  n o t h i n g  to  t h i s  R u l e  8 . I t  is  e x c e e d i n g l y  c l e a r ,  
: m d  t b e  d i s c ip lo  w h o  h a s  r e a d  a n d  m a s t e r e d  a l l  t h a t  h a s  b e e n  
.said a b o v e  w i l l  h a v e  n o  d i f f i c u l ty  i n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h i s  R u l e .

W h i l e  t h u s  t h e  d i s c ip l o  o u g h t  to  s e e k  o u t  a n d  lo o k  f o r  t h e  
i n n e r  m a n  a n d  m a k e  b i i n  f i g h t  t h e  b a t t l e ,  ho  o u g h t  n o t  to  
b e  i n d i f f e r e n t  to  a l l  t h a t  is  o u t s i d e .  T h e  T e x t  s a y s  : —•

9. Regard earnestly all the life that surrounds you.
10. Learn to look in telligently into the hearts o f men.
11. Regard most earnestly your own heart.
12. For through your own heart comes the light which 

can illum inate life and make it clear to your eyes.
S tudy  the hearts o f men that you m ay know what is 

that world in  which yon live and o f  which you w ill be 
a part. Regard the constantly changing and moving 
life which surrounds you, fo r  i t  is fo rm ed  by the hearts 
o f men ; and as you learn to understand their constitution  
nnd meaning, you will by degrees be able to read the 
larger word o f life.

T h i s  t a s k  o f  t h e  d i s c ip l e  l o o k i n g  i n t o  h i s  o w n  h e a r t  a n d  
t h e  h e a r t s  of  o t h o r  m e n ,  a u d  o f  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  l i f e  t h a t  
s u r r o u n d s  h i m ,  s h o u l d  b e  a c c o m p l i s h e d ,  b e  i t  r e m e m b e r e d ,  
f r o m  a n  a b s o l u t e l y  i m p e r s o n a l  p o i n t  o f  v i e w  ; o t h e r w i s e  h i s  
s i g h t  w o u l d  b e  c o l o u r e d .  T h e r e f o r e  i m p e r s o n a l i t y  m u s t  f i r s t  
b o  u n d e r s t o o d .  0  D i s c ip lo ,  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  I n t e l l i g e n c e  is  
i m p a r t i a l  ; n o  m a n  is  y o u r  e n e m y  ; n o  m a n  i s  y o u r  f r i e n d .  
A l l  a l i k e  a r e  y o u r  t e a c h e r s .  Y o u r  e n e m y  b e c o m e s  a  m y s t e r y  
t h a t  m u s t  b e  s o l v e d ,  e v e n  t h o u g h  i t  t a k e s  a g e s  : f o r  m a n  
m u s t  b e  u n d e r s t o o d .  Y o u r  f r i e n d  b e c o m e s  a  p a r t  o f  y o u r s e l f ,  
a n  e x t e n s i o n  o f  y o u r s e l f ,  a  r i d d l e  h a r d  t o  r e a d .  O n l y  ono  
f i l i n g  i s  m o ro  d i f f i c u l t  to  k n o w — y o u r  o w n  h e a r t .  N o t  u n t i l  
t h o  b o n d s  o f  p e r s o n a l i t y  a r c  lo o se d  c a n  t h a t  p r o f o u n d  m y s t e r y  
o f  se l f  b e g i n  t o  bo  se e n .  N o t  t i l l  y o u  s t a n d  a s i d e  f r o m  it  
w i l l  i t  i n  a n y  w a y  re v e a l  i t s e l f  t o  y o n r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g .  T h e n ,  
a n d  n o t  t i l l  t h e n ,  c a n  y o u  g r a s p  a n d  g u i d e  i t .  T h e n ,  a n d  
n o t  t i l l  t h e n ,  c a n  y o u  u s e  a l l  i t s  p o w e r s ,  a n d  d e v o t e  t h e m  to  
a  w o r t h y  s e rv i c e .

B u t  in  o r d e r  to  b e  o f  s e r v i c e  t o  o t h e r s ,  t h e  d i s c ip lo  s h o u l d  
p o ss e s s  t h o  p o w e r  o f s p o e c h ,  t h a t  i s  s u c h  s p e e c h  a s  h a s  b e e n  
e l s e w h e r e  e x p l a i n e d .  T h e  T e x t  s a y s  :

13. Speech comes only w ith  knowledge. A tta in  to 
knowledge and, you will atta in  to speech.

I t  is i m p o s s i b l e  to  h e l p  o t h e r s  t i l l  t h e  d i s c ip l e  h a s  o b t a i n e d  
s o m a  c e r t a i n t y  o f  h i s  o w n .  W h e n  lio h a s  l e a r n e d  t h o  f i r s t  
t w e n t y - o n e  I t u l e s  a n d  h a s  e n t e r e d  t h o  H a l l  o f  L e a r n i n g  w i t h  
h i s  o w n  p o w e r s  d e v e l o p e d ,  a n d  s e n s o  u t i c h a i n e d ,  t h e n  h e  w i l l  
f in d  t h a t  t h e r e  is  a  f o u n t  w i t h i n  h i m  f r o m  w h i c h  s p e e c h  w i l l  
a r i s e — i. e., s u c h  s p e e c h  a s  w i l l  e n a b l e  h i m  t o  h e l p  o t h e r s .

N o w  t h e  T r e a t i s e  s u m s  n p  a l l  t l io  a c q u i s i t i o n s  w h i c h  t h e  
d i s c ip l e  h a s  b y  t h i s  t i m o  m a d e ,  a u d  d e c l a r e s  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  
t h e  p r o g r o s s  l ie  h a s  a c h i e v e d  i n  h i s  j o u r n e y  ; i n  t h e s e  w o r d s  :

14. Having obtained the use o f the inner senses, having 
conquered the desires o f the outer senses, having conquered 
the desires of the individual soul, and having obtained the 
knowledge, prepare now, 0  disciple, to enter upon the way 
in  reality. The j^oth is fo u n d  ; v\ake yourself ready to 
tread it.

W h a t  p r e p a r a t i o n s  t h e  d i s c ip lo  o u g h t  t o  m a k e ,  o r  in  o t h e r  
w o r d s  w h a t  m e a s u r e s  h o  o u g h t  to  a d o p t ,  i n  v i e w  to  h is  t r e a d 
i n g  t h e  p a t h  a n d  a c c o m p l i s h i n g  h i s  l o n g  j o u r n e y  s u c c e s s f u l l y ,  
a r o  s t a t e d  i n  t h o  t h r e e  f o l lo w in g  I l u l e s  o f  t h e  T e x t : —

15. Inquire o f the earth, the air, and the water, o f the 
secrets they hold fo r  you. The development o f  your inner 
senses w ill enable you to do this.

T h e  d i s c i p l e  o u g h t  to  b e h o l d  t h o  u n i v e r s e ,  a n d  s t u d y  i t .  
B u t  w h a t  h e  ia r e q u i r e d  to  b e h o l d  is  n o t  t h e  o u t w a r d  m a n i 
f e s t a t i o n  o f  t h e  u n i v e r s o  o n  w h i c h  o r d i n a r y  p e o p l o  a r e  c o n 
t e n t  t o  g a z e ,  n o r  i s  i t  b y  m e a n s  o f  t h o  o n t e r  s e n s e s  w h i c h  
o r d i n a r y  p e o p le  a l o n e  u s e  t h a t  h e  i s  t o  b e h o ld  i t .  T h e  u n i 
v e r s e  is  a  g r e a t  h i s t o r i a n  a n d  t e a c h e r .  A l l  t h a t  p a s s e s  i n  t h o  
w o r l d ’s h i s t o r y ,  i n c l u d i n g  m a n ’s i n m o s t  t h o u g h t s ,  a r e  r e c o r d 
e d  f a i t h f u l l y  o u  t h e  e a r t h ,  a i r ,  -w a te r  a n d  e t h e r .  Aa I  h a v o

s t a t e d  in  m y  p a m p h l e t  o n  T h e o s o p h y ,  i t  is  c l e a r  t h a t ,  f ro m  
t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  m e c h a n i c s ,  a c t i o n  a n d  r e a c 
t i o n  a r o  e q u a l , — e v e r y  i m p r e s s i o n  w h i c h  m a n  m a k e s  b y  his 
m o v e m e n t s ,  w o r d s  o r  t h o u g h t s ,  t i p o n  t h e  e t h e r ,  a i r ,  w a t e r  
a n d  e a r t h ,  w i l l  p r o d u c o  a  s e r i e s  o f  c h a n g e s  in  e a c h  of  th e s e  
e l e m e n t s ,  w h i c h  w i l l  n e v e r  e n d .  T h u s ,  t h e  w o r d  w h i c h  is 
g o i n g  o u t  o f  o n e ’s m o u t h  c a u s e s  p u l s a t i o n s  o r  w a v e s  in  t h e  
a i r ,  a u d  t h e s e  e x p a n d  i n  e v e r y  d i r e c t i o n  u n t i l  t h e y  havtf p a s s 
e d  a r o u n d  t h e  w h o l o  w o r l d .  I u  t h e  s a m e  m a n n e r  t h e  w a te r s  
m u s t  r o t a i n  t r a c e s  o f  e v e r y  d i s t u r b a n c e ,  as ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  those  
c a u s e d  b y  s h i p s  c r o s s i n g  t b e  s e a .  A n d  th o  e a r t h  t o o  is 
t e n a c i o u s  o f  e v e r y  i m p r e s s i o n  t h a t  m a n  m a k e s  u p o n  it . Tlie 
p a t h s  a n d  t r a c e s  o f  s u c h  p n l s a t i n n s  a n d  i m p r e s s i o n s  a r c  all 
d e f i n i t e ,  a r id  a r o  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  l a w s  o f  m a t h e m a t i c s .  
B u t  i t  n e e d s  a  v e r y  s u p e r i o r  p o w e r  o f  a n a l y s i s  to  f o l lo w  an d  
d i s c e r n  s u c h  s o u n d s ,  t r a c e s  a n d  i m p r e s s i o n s .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  
a s  a l l  t h i s  is  d u o  t o  p h y s i c a l  l a w s ,  i t  is n o t  to o  m u c h  to  s u p .
p o s e  t h a t  t h i s  m u s t  bo  w i t h i n  t h e  r e a c h  o f  h u m a n  beino-s__
a n d  m o r e  e s p e c i a l l y ,  w i t h i n  t h e  r e a c h  o f  t h e  d i s c ip le ,  w h o ,  by 
a  c o u r s e  o f  s t u d y  s u c h  a s  i s  l a id  d o w n  i n  t h e s e  r u l e s ,  lias 
b y  t h i s  t i m e  d e v e l o p e d  h i s  i n n e r  s e n s e s  t o  s u o h  a  d e g r e e  as 
t o  e n a b l e  h i m  to  r e a d  a n d  h e a r  t h e  s e c r e t s  o f  n a t u r e .  
B u t  w i t h  a l l  t h i s  h e  is  b n t  a  d i s c ip l e  y e t ,  a n d  m u s t  need s  
h a v o  h e lp .  S o  t h e  T e x t  s a y s : —

16. Inquire  o f the. holy ones o f the earth o f thn secrets 
they hold fo r  yon. The conquering o f the desires o fth e  
outer senses w ill give you the right to do this.

T h i s  i s  e x a c t l y  w h a t  S r i  K r i s h n a  r e c o m m e n d s .  “  ,Seek- 
t h e n  th o  s p i r i t u a l  w i s d o m ,  w i t h  p r o s t r a t i o n s ,  w i t h  q u e s t i o n s ,  
a n d  w i t h  d e v o t i o n ,  t h a t  t h o s e  (g uards)  th o  l e a r n e d  h o l y  ones, 
w h o  se e  i t s  p r i n c i p l e s ,  m a y  i n s t r u c t  t h e e  in  i t s  R u le s ,  
w h i c h  h a v i n g  l e a r n t ,  t h o u  s h a l t  n o t  a g a i n  f a l l  i n t o  fo l ly ,  a n d  
t h o u  s h a l t  b e h o l d  a l l  n a t u r o  i n  s p i r i t . ”  ( B h a g a v a t - g i t a  V . 
3 4  a n d  3 5 ) .  T h o  v i r t u e  o f  u n s e l f i s h n e s s  w h i c l i  t h e  d i s 
c ip l e  h a s  n o w  a c q u i r e d  g i v e s  h i m  t h e  p r i v i l e g e  o f  t h u s  s o l i 
c i t i n g  i n s t r u c t i o n  f r o m  t h e  h o l y  s a g e s .

A n d  l a s t l y ,  t h e  T e x t  s a y s  :—
17. Inquire o f the inmost, the One, o f its fina l 

secret, which i t  holds fo r  you through ages.
T h i s  is t h e  l a s t  s t e p  i n  t h e  l a d d e r  o f  i n s t r u c t i o n .  T h e  

d i s c ip l e  h a s  n o w  r e a c h e d  t h a t  s t a g e  w h e n  h e  c a n  s a y  w i th  
c e r t a i n t y , — “  T h e  s o u l  i s  i t s  o w n  r e f u g e . ” — (B h a f ra v a t -o - i t a
V I .  4 ) .  °

B u t  i t  m u s t  b e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  u n d e r s t o o d  t h a t  a l l  t h o  d i f 
f e r e n t  c o u r s e s  o f  i n s t r u c t i o n  i n c u l c a t e d  i n  th e s e  R u l e s ,  in 
r a p i d  s u c c e s s i o n ,  a r e  n o t  c a p a b l e  o f  e q u a l l y  r a p i d  a c q u i s i 
t io n .

17. (A ). The great and difficult victory, the conquer
ing o f the desires o f the individual soul, is a work o f  ages ; 
therefore expect not to obtain its retvard un til ayes of 
experience have been accumulated.

T h i s  w a r n i n g  is  n e c e s s a r y  t o  a v o i d  d i s a p p o i n t m e n t s ,  ns 
t h e r e  a r e  s o m e  t e m p e r a m e n t s  w h i c h  k n o w  n o t h i n g  of  p a t i e n c e .  
T h e  f o l l o w i n g  p a s s a g e s  f r o m  t h e  B h a g a v a t - g i t a  a r o  to  th e  
p o in t .  “  A  f e w  a m o n g  t e n  t h o u s a n d  m o r t a l s  s t r i v e  fo r  
p e r f e c t i o n ; a n d  o n l y  a  f e w  o f  t h o s e  w h o  s t r i v e ,  b e c o m o  p e r 
f e c t  a n d  k n o w  t h o  S u p r e m e  ( V I I  3 ) .  B u t ,  n o  i n a n  w h o  
h a t h  d o n e  g o o d  to  a n y  e x t e n t  w i l l  a t t a i n  a n  e v i l  p o s i t io n ,  
l i e  w h o s e  d e v o t i o n s  h a v e  b e e n  b r o k e n  o i f  b y  d e a t h , — h a v i n g  
e n j o y e d  t h r o u g h  i n n u m e r a b l e  y e a r s  t h e  r e w a r d s  o f  h i s  v i r t u e  
i n  t h e  p u r e r  r e g i o n s , — is a t  l e n g t h  b o r n  a g a i n  in  s o m e  h o ly  
a n d  r e s p e c t a b l e  f a m i l y  o r  p e r h a p s  i n  t h e  f a m i l y  o f  so m e  
Y o g i .  B e i n g  t h u s  b o r n  a g a i n ,  h e  is  e n d u e d  w i t h  t h e  s a m e  
d e g r e e  o f  a p p l i c a t i o n  a n d  a d v a n c e m e n t  o f  h i s  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  
t h a t  h e  h e l d  i n  h i s  f o r m e r  b o d y ,  a n d  h e r e  h e  b e g i n s  a g a i n  to 
l a b o r  f o r  p e r f e c t i o n  ( V I .  4 1  to  4 3 ) .  T h u s  l a b o u r i n g  w i t h  all 
h i s  m i g h t ,  ho  i s  p u r i f i e d  o f  h i s  s in s ,  a n d  is  m a d o  p e r f e c t  
a f t e r  m a n y  b i r t h s ; a n d  t h e n  lie p r o c e e d s  t o  t h e  S u p r e m o  
a b o v e .  ( V I .  4 1 ) .  B e a r i n g  t h e s e  t h i n g s  i n  m i n d  t h e  d i s 
c ip l e  s h o u l d  w o r k  o n  w i t h  p a t i e n c e ,  w i t h  t h e  f i rm  belief  
t h a t  w h e r e  t h e r e  i s  v i r t u e  t h o r o  is  v ic to ry .

17. (D j. When the time o f learning this  17th  Rule is 
reached, more is on the threshold o f becoming more than 
man.

T h i s  i s  a  g r e a t  g a i n ,  a n d  t h e  d i s c ip l e  s h o u l d  s t r i v e  w i th  
d i l i g e n c o  a n d  p e r s e v e r a n c e  t o  r e a c h  t h i s  h a p p y  s t a t e ,  t a k i n g  
c a r c  t h a t  t h e  k n o w l e d g o  h i t h e r t o  a c q u i r e d  i s  n o t  m i s u s e d  of 
n e g l i g e n t l y  a p p l i e d .  O n  t h i s  s u b j e c t ,  t h e  T e x t  s a y s  :— ■

18. The knowledge which is now yours is only yours, 
because your soul has become one w ith  all pure souls and 
w ith  the inmost. I t  is  a trust vested in  you by the most high.



Betray it, misuse your knowledge, or neglect it ; and it is 
•possible even now fo r  you to fa l l  fro m  the high state you 
have attained. Great ones fa l l  back, even fron t the threshold, 
unable to sustain tho weigh t o f their responsibility ; •unable 
to pass on— Therefore, look forw ard always w ith  awe and 
trembling to this vionumt, and be prepared fo r  the battle.

After this wholesome warning, tho Text gives tlio follow
ing Rules for the guidance of the dibciple iu iliis final 
struggle : _ _ _

I t  is 'written that fo r  him  ivuo is on the threshold 
o f d iv in ity  no law can he fra m ed , no guicLi can exist. 
Yet io enlighten the disciple the fin a l struggle may be 
thus e-.rpr**sed.

19. (A )  Hold fa s t  to tha t which has neither sub
stance nor existence.

20. Listen only to the voice which is soundless.
21. Look only on that which is  invisible alike to the 

inner and the outer sense. .
Having arrived at this stage of spiritual development, tlie 

diseiplo lias henceforth no concern with those objects which 
have reference lo his grojs or even subtlo body (Sthula and 
Sukshma or Linga Sarira). liis  sonl is now encased in ele
ments which are infinitely more subtle and more etherialised 
than those which constituted his gross or subtle body; and 
he is now in the fittest condition to contemplate the Supremo 
Soul in all its purity. So Rules 19 A, 20 aud 21 advise tha 
disciple to devote himself exclusively to the Supreme and to 
none other ; for it is clear that what is described in theso 
three different Rules as being immaterial and intangible; 
as soundless, and invisible, is one and tho sam e; tho 
immateriality and intangibility; the soundlessness ; and tho 
invisibility, being the attributes the Great Ono in its unmani- 
festod condition. (Keau Upanishat I. 2 ; K atha Upanishat
VI. 12; Mundaka Upanishat I. G and 8 ; and Mandukya 
U p a n i s h a t  I. 7).

Here a word of explanation is necessary in respect of 
Rule 19 (4 ) , where the Supreme One is described as thafc 
which has neither substance, nor existence. I t  certainly has 
no substance, becauso it is spirit, immaterial, uncreated 
and eternal. But has it uo existence even ? The Text says 
that it has n o t; and it is fully supported by tho Aryan sacred 
work?, which declare that “ this was originally non
existent. (Asat) (Chandagya Upanishat III. X IX —I ;) and 
that “ from non-existence (Asat) proceeded existence (Sat).” 
(Itig V ed u X . 72—2 and 3). But it must bo understood 
that non-existence, as the word is used here, does not mean 
a state of void, or absolute nullity ; but that it is only 
intended by means of this term to mean tliat prior to tlie 
evolution of tho universo, no portion of whut wo now seo 
was in existence; that is, no portion had been manifested. 
This is evident from the samo Chandagya Upanishat, which 
says in another chapter (VI. II. I) that “ this was origin
ally existence (S a t).” And the Rig Veda speaks of the 
Supremo as being both non-existent (/lia i) and existent (Sat) 
(X. V. 7), I t  is called existence (Sat) ; because it has always 
existed iu essence, iu a latent condition; and it is called 
Asat, because this essence remained niimanifested ; so that 
iu effect both tlie terms mean ono and the same thing. I t  
must be remarked here that the Rig Veda, in another hymn 
(X. 129. 1) declares that “ there was neither Asat nor Sat 
but this is said with referonce to the time when the evolu
tion of the universe (commonly called the Creation) was 
about to be begun ; so tha t it could not then be said either 
that tho original essence had manifested itself or that it had 
no t; for it was iu the course of manifestation; So that this 
Vedic expression—that there was neither Asat nor Sat—is 
intelligible enough, and is not contrary to what has been 
above stated.

I t  is in this sense that our Text refers to the Supremo aa 
that which has uo existence, besides being soundless and 
invisible. This is the highest condition of Para Bramha. 
If this is so, how, it may be asked, can the diseiplo bo called 
upon to hold fast to tha t which has no existence, in other 
words, that which is intangible and unseizable ; listen to 
tbe voice of tho soundless ; and look on th a t which i3 
invisible. In order to explain away this apparent incongru
ity, we ought first to form some idea of tho highest, 
unmauifested condition of the Universal Soul which tho 
diseiplo is required to contomplate, and secondly, we ought 
to understand the nature and extent of the powers which 
the diseiplo has now acquired in view to his accomplishing 
this great work.

Let us then understand that the Supreme condition of the 
All-pervading, who is one with wisdom, is the eternal Truth, 
which is simply existent (Sattam atram ;) self-dependent; 
unequalled, tranquil, fearless and pure; which is indefinable, 
incapable of being taught, or enjoined by works; which is 
internally diffused ; which cannot form the theme of discussion, 
and the object of which is self-illumination (Vide Vishnu 
Parana I. XX11). The task of one who attaches himself to 
this unmanifested condition of the Supreme spirit, is indeed 
difficult (Bhagavat-Gita, X I I—5 ;) aud it certainly cannot; 
be accomplished by one who tiies to apprehend, hear and 
Bee it in tho sense in which those words are generally 
understood. We ought not therefore to construe in this 
sense the Rules of our Text (Rules 19 (/l), 20 and 21) and 
tho corresponding passages in the Brihat Aranyaka Upan
ishat (IV. IV —23), the Mundaka Upanishat ( I—G), the 
Katha Upanishat (II. IV—I), which require the disciple to 
apprehend tho unseizable, listen to the soundless, and 
behold the invisible. The disciple has long since passed 
beyond tha t stago in which he apprehends, hears and sees 
in the way in which ordinary people do. He has attained 
an internal illumination, and is by means of this light quito 
competent to comprehend and feel the great light, the 
Supreme One. The term “ Samadhi,” a condition which tho 
disciple reaches when he is fairly on the Path, may bo 
defined to bo the entire occupation of the thought by the 
sole idea of Para Bramha without any effort of the mind, or 
of the senses, and the ontire abandonment of the faculties to 
this one all engrossing notion. This, in ordinary phraseology, 
is what is meant by holding fast to that which is unseizable; 
listening to the voice of tho soundless, and seeing the 
invisible.

The disciple who hns advanced to this most sacred stato 
is iu a position to exclaim in the words of a Rishi in tho 
Brihat Aranyaka Upanishat ; —

“ I have touched and gained tho narrow, long and ancient 
road ; tho road leading to tlio Divine, along which travels 
the man who is virtuous, who knows Brahma, and whose 
nuture is liko light.” (IV. IV —8 and 10).

Hero we come to the end of Section I I ;  and the Text 
congratulates the disciple at, his arrival at tliia blissful condi
tion, by exclaiming,—•

Peace be iwith you.

A
(To be continued.)

------1------
F A C T S  A N D  ID E A T IO N S .
(Concluded from  last number.)

A n o t h e r  sub jec t has in terested  tha m ystically  
inclined of the capital of the Russian E m p ire ; namely, a  
lecture  given, M arch 27th, a t  th e  “ Pedagogical M useum,’ ’ 
by  Prof. N. W agner, tho em inent n a tu ra list and no 
less em inent sp iritualist. W hatever the views of th a t 
g rea t man of science about tho powers th a t  may be 
bohind tho so-called m edium istie m anifestations, the 
professor lias evidently  assim ilated the  V edantic and 
ovon the A dw aita  theories about "  Life and D eath” — 
the subject of h is lecture.

'l'he vexed question about Life and D eath, said tho 
lecturer, preoccupied many o ther philosophers besides 
H am let. E m inent naturalists, physicians and th inkers 
have vainly endeavoured to solve the great m ystery. 
V arious m en of science have given us various definitions 
of life. B ichat, for instance, defines life as a faculty to 
w ithstand  natural laws, while another scientist says th a t 
lifo represents a  series of modifications and  is a faculty 
in living beings to  oppose and resist the destructive 
powers of nature. Cuvier, the  famous physiologist, 
finds th a t life is the  faculty  in creatures of constant 
change, preserving m eanwhile certain  particles, and r id 
d ing  tliemselvos on the  o ther hand of those elem ents 
which proye to them  useless and would be injurious if 
left. K em per tells us th a t life is only a cpnatant m odi
fication of substances.

According to Herbert Sponcer, “■ life is a co-ordina-
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t i o n  o f  a c t i o n ”  a n d  “  a n  a d a p t a t i o n  o f  t h e  i n t e r i o r  

p r o c e s s e s  t o  e x t e r n a l  c o n d i t i o n s . ”

A l l  o f  t h e  a b o v e  d e f i n i t i o n s  a r e  f o u n d  i n c o r r e c t  b y  
P r o f e s s o r  W a g n e r ,  a s  w e l l  t l i e y  m a y  b e .  T h e y  s k e t c h  
o n l y  t l i e  e x t o r n a l  s i d o  o f  l i f e  w i l h o u t  t o  a c h i n g  i t s  
e s s e n c e .  T l i e  u n i v e r s a l  m a n i f e s t a t i o n  o f  l i f e ,  s a i d  t h e  
l e c t u r e r ,  r i s e s  p r o g r e s s i v e l y  i n  a l l  i t s  p h e n o m e n a  f r o m  
t l i e  s i m p l e s t  f o r m s  t o w a r d  t h e  m o s t  c o m p l e x .  “ W l i a t  
t h e n  m n y  b e  t h e  c a u s e s ,  w h a t  a r e  t l i e  f o r c e s , ”  h o  a s k s ,  
“  t l i a b  g o v e r n  l i f o  a n d  m o d i f y  i t  ? I t  i s  f r o m  t h i s  
s t a n d p o i n t  t h a t  w o  s h a l l  e x a m i n e  t h e  l i f e - p h e n o m e n o n .  
I l i f e  i s  a  c h e m i c a l  m a n i f e s t a t i o n ,  w e  a r e  t o l d  b y  t h o  
m a j o r i t y  o f  o u r  p h y s i o l o g i s t s .  Chemism i s  t h e  p r o m i n e n t  
f e a t u r o  i n  v e g e t a b l e  a n d  a n i m a l  o r g a n i s m s . ”

K a n t  h a s  d e f i n e d  l i f e  a s  t h e  m o t i o n  o f  c o m p o s i t i o n  a n d  
d e c o m p o s i t i o n ,  i n  w h i c h  c h e m i c a l  a c t i o n  p l a y s  t h o  m o s t  

p r o m i n e n t  p a r t .

S c h e l l i n g  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  ‘‘ l i f o  i s  a n  a s p i r a t i o n  t o w a r d  
i n d i v i d u a l i t y ;  i t  i s  t h o  s y n t h e s i s ,  h a r m o n i z i n g  t h o s e  p r o 
c e s s e s  t h a t  a r o  a c c o m p l i s h e d  i n  t h e  o r g a n i s m ! ”  T h e n  
h o w  c a u  w e  b e l i e v e ,  e n q u i r e s  t h e  l e c t u r e r ,  lC t h a t  t h i s  
■individuality d i s a p p e a r s  w i t h  o u r  d e a t h  ? T h e  s o i l  o f  t h e  
p r o v i n c e  o f  C h a m p a g n e  c o n s i s t s  o f  m i c r o s c o p i c a l  s h e l l s ,  
t h e  w h o l e  c i t y  o f  P a r i s  i s  b u i l t  011 a  s o i l  t h a t  i s  t l i o  
r e m a i u i n g  r e l i c  o f  o r g a n i c  l i f e .  I n  n a t u r e ,  t h a t  w h i c h  was 
is  e v e r  p r e p a r i n g  t h a t  w h i c h  will be. L i f e  i s  a n  E n e r g y  

( t h o  o n e  l i f e  o f  E s o t e r i c  P h i l o s o p h y  ?— Ed.) Al l indi
vidual energies have, sooner or later, to merge into, and 
In-come one with,  t h e  U n i v e r s a l  E n e r g y . ”

T h u s  s a i t l i  t b o  l e c t u r e r .  I t  i s ,  a s  L o n g f e l l o w  h a s  i t : — •

A h  ! t h e  s o u l s  o f  t h o s e  t h a t  d i e
A r e  b u t  s u n b e a m s  l i f t e d  h i g h e r ...........”

T l i o  s p i r i t u a l  S u n  w i t h i n  w h i c h  t h e y  m e r g e  f i n a l l y ,  n o b  
t o  d i s a p p e a r  b u t  t o  r e t u r n  t o  e a r t h  a s  o t h e r  s u n b e a m s ,  i s  
n o  “  L a n d ”  f r o m  w h e n c o  v i s i t o r s  c a n  a p p e a r  t o  u s  i n  
t h e i r  individuality.  A  l i t t l e  h e a t  l e f t  b e h i n d  i s  not t h o  
s u n b e a m ,  b u t  t b o  r e m n a n t  o f  i t s  c h e m i c a l  a c t i o n ,  a s  t h e  
photograph i s  n o t  t h e  p e r s o n  i t  r e p r e s e n t s  b u t  h i s  
r e l l e c t i o n .  B u t  :—

“ S p i r i t s  t l i e y  s a y ,
F l i t  r o u n d  i n v i s i b l e ,  a s  t h i c k  a s  m o t e s  
D a n c o  i n  t h e  s u n b e a m .  I f  t h a t  s p e l l ,
O r  n e c r o m a n c e r ' s  s i g i l .  c a n  c o m p e l  t h e m  
T h e y  s h a l l  h o l d  c o u n c i l  w i t h  m e n . . . ”

J f  f o r  “  n e c r o m a n c e r ”  w e  w r i t e  “ m e d i u m , ”  t h c  l i n e s  
q u o t e d  w i l l  r e p r e s e n t  t l i e  h i d d e n  s p i r i t  a n d  o b j e c t  o f  t h e  

l e a r n e d  l e c t u r e r  w h o ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  w i n d s  u p  h i s  l e c t u r e  
l>y a  r e m a r k  t h a t  n o  V e d a n t i n  w o u l d  d i s a v o w .  P r o f .  W a g 
n e r  i s  a  w e l l  k u o w n  orthodox s p i r i t u a l i s t .  H  o w  t h e n  c a n  
l ie ,  w h o  s h o w s  011 u n d e n i a b l e  a n d  s c i e n t i f i c  g r o u n d s  t h a t  
a l l  t h o  “  i n d i v i d u a l  e n e r g i e s , ”  i.e., ‘ ‘ s o n U , ”  m e r g e  i n t o , n n d  
f i n a l l y  b e c o m e  o n e  w i t h  “  u n i v e r s a l  e n e r g y ”  ( t h e  P a r a -  
m : a u m  o f  t l i o  V e d a n t a , )  o r  t h e  u n i v e r s a l  s o u l  ; h o w  c a n  
l i e  h a r m o n i z e  t h i s  b e l i e f  w i t h  t h a t  i n  t h c  “  s p i r i t s ”  o f  
s p i r i t u a l i s m  ? I t  i s  a  s t r a n g e  c o n t r a d i c t i o n .  F o r  o n r  
s p i r i t  i s  e i t h e r  the “  S u n b e a m ”  o f  L o n g f e l l o w ’s  p o e t i c a l  
m e t a p h o r ,  o r  i t  i s  o n l y  “  d a n c i n g  i n  t h e  s u n b e a m ’’ a g r e e 
a b l y  t o  J a n i e s  D u f f ' s  i m a g e r y .  I t  c a n n o t  b e  b o t h .

Life a u d  death a r o  a s  m u c h  o f  a  m y s t e r y  t o  t h e  m a n  
o f  s c i e n c e ,  a s  t h e y  a r e  t o  t h o  s p i r i t u a l i s t  a n d  t h e  p r o f a n e  
u n b e l i e v e r .  T h e  l e s s  t h e y  t a l k  o f  i t ,  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  c h a o t i c  
s t a t e  o f  k n o w l e d g e  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h a t  g r e a t ,  r i d d l e ,  
t h e  b e t t e r  f o r  t h e  t r u t h .  M o d e r n  s c i e n c e  a n d  s p i r i t u a l i s m  
a r e  t w o  o p p o s i t e  p o l e s .  O n e  d e n i e s  p o i n t - b l a n k  e v e r y 
t h i n g  o u t s i d e  c h e m i c a l  a c t i o n  a n d  m a t t e r ,  t h e  o t h e r  b y  
i t s  o w n  f a n c i f u l  a r r a n g e m e n t  s e t s  b o t h  a t  n o u g h t  ; a n d  
t h u s  t h e  m i d d l e  g r o u n d  o f  s o u n d  p h i l o s o p h y  a n d  l o g i c  
i s  a b a n d o n e d .  S c i e n c e  w i l l  n o t  h e a r  o f  t h e  m e t a p h y s i c s  o f  
t h e  s p i r i t u a l i s t s ,  a n d  t h e  l a t t e r  w i l l  n o t  a d m i t  t h e  t h e o r y  
o f  e v e n  t h a t  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  c h e m i c a l  a c t i o n  t h a t  t h e  T h e o 
s o p h i s t s  s h o w ' a s  p l a y i n g  a  m o r o  i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  ii i.  t h o  
l i k e n e s s e s  o f  t h o i r  d e a d — t h a t  s o  b e w i l d e r  p e o p l e 1— t h a n  
t h e  spiritual “  e n e r g y ”  o f  d i s e m b o d i e d  f r i e n d s ;  , ,

H o w e v e r ,  t h a t  iii a  m o o t  q u e s t i o n  t h a t  w e  s h a l l

l e a v e  t h e  c o m b a t a n t s  w h o  a r c  d i r e c t l y  i n t e r e s t e d  t o  
s e t t l e  a m o n g  t h e m s e l v e s .  B o t h  c l a i m  t o  b e  g u i d e d  b y  
t h e  logic of facts,  a n d  b o t h  c l a i m  f o r  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  
o p i n i o n s  t h a  n a m e  o f  “  p h i l o s o p h y , ”  a n d  s o  f a r — b o t h  
are.  r i g h t  a u d  b o t h  a r o  w r o n g .  T h e  m e t h o d  o f  m a t e r i a l 
i s t i c  e x a c t  s c i e n c e  i s  t h a t  p h i l o s o p h y  t h a t — ■

. . . “  W i l l  c l i p  a n  a n g e l ’s  w i n g s ,
C o n q u e r  a l l  m y s t e r i e s  b y  r u l e  a n d  l i n e  ;
E m p t y  t h e  h a u n t e d  a i r  a u d  g n o m e d  m i u e — - 
U n w e a v e  a  r a i n b o w . . .  ”

T h c  “ p h i l o s o p h y ”  o f  t h e  s p i r i t u a l i s t s  c o n s i s t s  in  
r e j e c t i n g  e v e r y  o t h e r  p h i l o s o p h y  s a v e  t h e i r  o w n .  T h e y  
w i l l  p r o v e  a  f o r m i d a b l e  f o e  t o  t h e  f o r m e r  h o w e v e r .  
T h e  m e n  o f  s c i e n c e  c a l l  s p i r i t u a l i s m  a  “  m i s c h i e v o u s  
s u p e r s t i t i o n ”  a s  P l i n y  a n d  t h e  m e n  o f  h i s  d a y  c a l l e d  
r i s i n g  C h r i s t i a n i t y  “ a  m o s t  p e r n i c i o u s  s e c t . ”  T h e y  
a n d  t h e  l e a d e r s  o f  S p i r i t u a l i s m  h a v e  a  m u t u a l  r i g h t  t o  
c o m p l a i n  o f  e a c h  o t h e r ;  f o r  a s  F i e l d i n g  h a s  i t ,  l< i f  s u 
p e r s t i t i o n  r e n d e r s  a  m a n  a  f o o l , — s c e p t i c i s m  m a k e s  h i m  
m a d . ”  N e i t h e r  o f  t h o  t w o  e n e m i e s ,  h o w e v e r ,  k n o w s  a n y 
t h i n g  o f  t h e  m y s t e r i e s  o f  l i f o  a n d  d e a t h ;  t h o u g h  b o t h  
b e h a v e  a s  i f  e a c h  o f  t h e m  h a d  b e c o m e  t h e  s o l e  c o n f i d a n t s  
o f  N a t u r o ,  i n  w h o s e  e a r  t h e  w e i r d  S p h y n x  h a d  w h i s p e r e d  
t h e  w o r d ,  o f  h e r  g r e a t  r i d d l e .  T h e  M a t e r i a l i s t  scorns 
d e a t h ,  l i e  f e a r s  h i m  n o t  h e  s a y s ,  f o r  i n  h i s  s i g h t  t h e r e  i s  
n o  “ h e r e a f t e r . ”  T h e  S p i r i t u a l i s t  w e l c o m e s  “ t h o  A n g e l  
w i t h  t h e  a m a r a n t h i n e  w r e a t h , ”  s i u g i n g  “ O h  D e a t h ,  w h e r e  

i s  t h y  s t i n g ? ”  e t c .  A n d  y e t ,  t e n  t o  o n e ,  t h e  m a j o r i t y  011 
b o t h  s i d e s  p r e f e r  l i f e  t o  t h a t  c h a n g e  w h i c h ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  
t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  v i e w s ,  d i s i n t e g r a t e s  t h e  o n e  i n t o  c h e m i c a l  
m o l e c u l e s ,  a u d  t r a n s f o r m s  t h e .  o t h e r  i n t o  a  d e m a t e r i 
a l i z e d  A n g e l ! ;

W h i c h  o f  t h e m  i s  r i g h t  a n d  w h i c h  w r o n g ,  t i m e  a l o n e  
— t h a t  g r e a t  R e v e a l e r  o f  h i d d e n  t r u t h s — w i l l  d e c i d e .  
T o  t h c  w r i t e r ,  w h o  r e j e c t s  t h e  s p e c u l a t i o n s  o f  b o t h ,  
k e e p i n g  o n  t h e  s a f e  s i d e  o f  t h e  m i d d l e  p a t h ,  D e a t h ,  b e 
f o r e  w h o s e  m a j e s t i c  s t i l l n e s s  a u d  t r a n q u i l l i t y  s o  i n a n y  
s h u d d e r  w i t h  f e a r — h a s  110 t e r r o r s ; p e r h a p s ,  b e c a u s o  
h e  d o e s  n o t  e n d o w  i t  w i t h  a n y  m o r e  m y s t e r y  t h a n  
n e e d e d .  D e a t h  i s  “  t h e  o l d ,  o l d  f a s h i o n ”  t h a t  c r e p t  t o  
t h e  l i t t l e  P a u l  D o m b e y ’s  r e s c u e ;  a n d  l i f e ,  b u t  t h e  s w i f t
r i v e r  t h a t  b e a r s  u s  a l l  t o  t h a t  O c e a n  o f  r e s t ...........“ P u t
m e  q u i e t l y  i n  t h e  e a r t h ,  p l a c e  a  s u n - d i a l  o v e r  m y  g r a v e ,  
a n d  l e t  m e  b e  f o r g o t t e n , ”  p r a y s  J o h n  H o w a r d ,  w h o  
f o u n d ,  p e r h a p s ,  a s  w e  d o ,  t h a t  p e o p l e  m a k e  t o o  m u c h  f u s s  
o v e r  d e a t h  a u d  t o o  l i t t l e  o v e r  t h e  b i r t h  o f  e v e r y  n e w  

c a n d i d a t e  f o r  i t .  L i f e  i s  a t  b e s t  a  p l a y ,  o f t e n  a  d r a m a ,  

b n t  f a r  m o r e  f r e q u e n t l y  p a r t a k i n g  o f  t h e  e l e m e n t  o f  a  
l o w  c o m e d y .  I t  “ i s  a  p h e n o m e n o n ”  a f t e r  w h i c h  t h o  c u r 
t a i n  i s  d r o p p e d ,  t h o  l i g h t s  e x t i n g u i s h e d ,  a n d  t h e  h e r o  
t i r e d  o u t ,  d r o p s  i n t o  h i s  b e d  w i t h  a  f e e l i n g  o f  d e l i c i o u s  
r e l i e f -  A s  S h a k e s p e a r e  e x p r e s s e s  i t —

“  L i f e  i s  b u t  a  w a l k i n g  s h a d o w — a  p o o r  p l a y e r ,  
T h a t  s t r n t s  a n d  f r e t s  h i s  h o u r  u p o n  t h e  s t a g e , '  
A n d  t h e n  i s  h e a r d  n o  m o r e .  I t  i s  a  t a l e  
T o l d  b y  a n  i d i o t ,  f u l l  o f  s o u n d  a n d  f u r y
S i g n i f y i n g  n o t h i n g ........... ”

•  B e t a .

------ t----- -
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A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h o  Z o r o a s t r i a n  r e l i g i o n ,  e v e r y  o n o  
s h o u l d  l e a d  a  m a r r i e d  a n d  s e t t l e d  l i f e  w h e n  h e  o r  . sh e  
c o m e s  t o  a g o .  W h a t  t h i s  a g e  e x a c t l y  i s ,  c a n n o t  \>o 
d i r e c t l y  d e f i n e d  f r o m  t h e  p r e s e n t  r e c o r d s  o f  o u r  s a c r e d  
b o o k s ,  a s  t h e  g r e a t e r  p a r t  o f  t h o  n i o s t  p r e c i o u s  l i t e r a 
t u r e  h a s  b e e n  d e s t r o y e d  i n  t l i e  r a v a g e s  o f  t i m e .  B u t  
t h e  v e r y  s m a l l  p o r t i o n  t h a t  h a s  y e t  b e e n  s p a r e d  a f f o r d s  
i n d i r e c t  p r o o f  t h a t  i t  i s  o b l i g a t o r y  o n  e v e r y  o n e  t o  l e a d  a  
m a r r i e d  l i f e  w h e n  h e  o r  s h e  c o n i e s  t o  t h e  a g e  o f  f i f t e e n .  
B u t  b e f o r e  p r o c e e d i n g ,  I  m u s t  r e m a r k  t h a t  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  
f r e e - t h i n k e r s  a m o n g ’ us. w h o  p r e f e r  e v e r y t h i n g  a n d  
a n y t h i n g  t l i a t  c o m e s  f r o m  t h e  W e s t ,  d e e m  i t .  a - g r e a t  
c r u e l t y  t o  s e e  w e d d i n g s  t a k i n g  p l a c e  at this age. T b e y  
f o r g e t  t h a t  a t  t h e  a g e  o f  f r o m  1 8  t o  y e a r s ,  O r d e r ,



J u s t i c e ,  a n i l  t l i e  L a w  o f  t b e ,  l a n d  i n  a l l  c i v i l i z e d  
c o u n t r i e s ,  e n t i t l e  t h e m  t o  see their partners,  a n d  c o n f e r  
o n  t h e m  t l i e  r i g h t  t o  i n h e r i t  p r o p e r t y ; e v e n  m i n o r  
p r i n c e s  a n d  r a j a h s  c o m o  t o  m a t u r i t y  a t  t h i s  a g e ,  a n d  
a r e  i n v e s t e d  w i t h  p o w e r  t o  r u l e  a n d  g o v e r n  t l i e i r  p e o p l e  
t i n d  a d m i n i s t e r  j u s t i c e .  A t  t h i s  a g e  o u r  y o u t h s  c o m 
m e n c e  t l i e i r  s t u d i e s  f o r  t h a  C i v i l  S e r v i c e ,  n n d  s o m e  o f  

t h e m  e v e n  p a s s  s u c c e s s f u l l y ,  s o  a s  t o  b e  a b l e  t o  e n t e r  
o n  t h e i r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s e r v i c e s .  I t  i s  n o t  n e c e s s a r y  t o  
i n f o r m  s u c l i  f r e c - t b i n k e r s  t h a t  m a r r i a g e  a t  t h i s  a g e  i s  a  
g r e a t  c h o c k  t o  h y s t e r i c a l  a n d  o t h e r  n e r v o u s  d i s e a s e  t o  
w h i e h  t h e  u n m a r r i e d  a r e  l i a b l e ;  a n d  l a s t l y ,  t h a t  m a r r i e d  
m e n  a u d  w o m e n  a r e  l o n g e r  l i v e d  t h a n  c e l i b a t e s .  L e t  
o b j e c t o r s  p o n d e r  t h e s e  f a c t s  a n d  l o a r n  f r o m  t h e m .

B e f o r e  I  c o m e  t o  m y  s u b j e c t  i n  d e t a i l ,  I  h a v e  a  w o r d  
t o  s a y  o n  a n o t h e r  t o p i c  w h i c h  b e a r s  a  c l o s e  r e l a t i o n  t o  i t .

T h e  c r y  n o w - a - d a y s  i s  f o r  f e m a l e  e d u c a t i o n .  I  a m  i n  
f a v o u r  o f  i t  a n d  g i v e  i t  t o '  m y  c h i l d r e n .  B u t  I  a m  
i n  f a v o u r  o f  h o m e  e d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  h e a l t h y  
e d u c a t i o n  o u t s i d e .  N o n e  b u t  t h e  m o s t  i l l i t e r a t e  w i l l  
o b j e c t  t o  e d u c a t i o n  f o r  h i s  d a u g h t e r s .  B u t  f o r  a l l  t h a t ,  
I  d o  n o t  l i k o  t o  s e n d  t h e m  t o  o u r  s c h o o l s ,  f o r  I  b e l i e v e  
t h a t  u n t i l  t h o  s y s t e m  o f  e d u c a t i o n  i m p a r t e d  i n  o u r  
G o v e r n m e n t  s c h o o l s  a n d  p r i v a t e  s e m i n a r i e s  i s  r e m o d e l l e d ,  
n o  g o o d  w h a t e v e r  w i l l  e v e r  c o m e  o u t  o f  i t .  L e t  
e d u c a t i o n  b e  t h o r o u g h  ; t h a t  i s ,  r e l i g i o u s ,  m o r a l  a n d  
m e n t a l ,  o r  g i v e  n o n e .  S e e  t h a t  o u r  g i r l s  d o  n o t  g e t  
. s e l f - c o n c e i t e d  a u d  v a i n  a f t e r  h a v i n g  a c q u i r e d  a  s l i g h t  
k n o w l e d g e  o f  g e o g r a p h y ,  m o d e r n  h i s t o r y ,  a n d  g r a m m a r ,  
a n d  l e a r n  t o  t h i n k  s o  h i g h l y  o f  t h e m s e l v e s  t h a t ,  w i t h o u t  
t h o  l e a s t  h e s i t a t i o n ,  t h e y  r e g a r d  t h e m s e l v e s  a s  l e a r n e d  
o f  w o m e n .  T h a t  W i l l i a m  t h e  C o n q u e r o r  g a i n e d  N o r 
m a n d y  i n  s u c h  a  y e a r ,  o r  t h a t  R o b e r t  B r u c e  w i t h  t h e  h e l p  
o f  D o u g l a s  g a i n e d  t h o  b a t t l e  o f  B a u n o c k b u r n ,  a r e  m a t t e r s  
w h i c h  m a y  b e t t e r  n o t  e n g r o s s  o u r  a t t e n t i o n  i u  t h e  
e d u c a t i o n  o f  o u r  g i r l s .  P o o r  c h i l d r e n  ! W h a t  a n d  h o w  
a r e  t h o y  t o  b e  b e n e f i t t e d  t h e r e b y  ? I  f o r  o n e  d o  n o t  
k n o w .  T h e  r e d e m p t i o n  a n d  s a l v a t i o n  o f  h u m a n i t y  d e 
p e n d  u p o n  t h e  e l e v a t i o n  o f  w o m a n ,  a n d  t h e  e l e v a t i o n  o f  
w o m a n  c o n s i s t s  i u  p i e t y ,  c h a s t i t y ,  v i r t u e ,  c h a r i t y ,  g o o d 
n e s s ,  p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  h e a l t h  a n d  l o n g e v i t y  o f  l i f e ,  a n d  i t  c a u  
o n l y  b e  r e a c h e d  b y  f i r s t  i m p a r t i n g  t o  h e r  moral  a u d  t h e n  
m e n t a l  e d u c a t i o n .  F o r ,  a s  l o n g  a s  t h e  h e a r t  r e m a i n s  
u n t o u c h e d ,  u o  a m o u n t  o f  m e n t a l  t r a i n i n g  w i l l  b e  a b l e  t o  
s a v e  h e r  f r o m  t h e  i n f e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  l a b o r a t o r y  o f  e v i l  
e m o t i o n s ,  p a s s i o n s ,  a n d  t e m p t a t i o n s ,  t h a t  d r a w  h e r  d o w n  
t o  e a r t h .  O n  t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  t h e  m o r e  t h e  m i n d  i s  c u l t i v a t 
e d ,  a n d  t h o  m o r e  t h e  h e a r t  a n d  t h e  i n n e r  D i v i n e  L i g l i t  
l e f t  n e g l e c t e d ,  t h e  m o r e  d e e p l y  w i l l  s h e  s i n k  i u t o  t h e  
m i r e  o f  t h e  a n i m a l i s m  o f  e v i l  p a s s i o n s ,  o r  i l l - o m e n e d  
l o v e ,  a u d  g i v e  h e r s e l f  n p  t o  t h e  f o l l i e s  b e l o n g i n g  t o  h e r  
s e x .  T h e  m e r e  k u o w l e d g o  o f  t h e  e x a c t  s c i e n c e s ,  o f  
h i s t o r y  a n c i e n t  a n d  m o d e r n ,  g e o g r a p h y ,  g r a m m a r ,  m a t h e 
m a t i c s ,  a n d  e v e n  o f  m o d e r n  ( f o r e i g n )  l a n g u a g e s ,  ( e v e u  
g r a n t i n g  f o r  a  m o m e n t  t h a t  s u c k  a n  a m o u n t  o f  e d u c a t i o n  
l i a s  e v e r  b e e n  i m p a r t e d  i n  a n y  G o v e r n m e n t  o r  p r i v a t e  
s c h o o l  t o  o u r  g i r l s ) ,  h a s  n o t  r a i s e d  h e r ,  a u d  w i l l  n o t  f o r  
a g e s  t o g e t h e r  r a i s e  h e r  t o  t h e  h i g h e s t  i d e a l  o f  W o m a n 
h o o d .  E s p e c i a l l y  a t  a  t i m e  w h e n  t h o  D e m o n  o r  t h e  E v i l  
S p i r i t  o f  f a s h i o n ,  b o r n  o f  t h e - f a l s e  a u d  p e r n i c i o u s  s o -  
c a l l e d  m o d e r n  c i v i l i s a t i o n ,  h a s  p e r m e a t e d  e v e r y  s o c i e t y  
a n d  b e s e t  e v e r y  f a m i l y ,  p o o r  o r  r i c h ,  l u c k y  o r  n u l u c k y ,  

g r e a t  o r  s m a l l ,  s u c h  t r a i n i n g  i s  m o s t  p e r n i c i o u s .

I t  m a y  s a t i s f y  t h e  g r a t i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  s e n s e s ,  i t  m a y  
d r a w  v o t a r i e s  t o w a r d s  t h e  i l l - s t a r r e d  g o d d e s s  o f  b e a u t y  ; 
b u t  n o v e r  w i l l  i t  d r a w  p r o s e l y t e s  t o  B a h a i n a u  t h e  h i g h e s t  
A m e s h a s p a n d  a n d  t h o  a n g e l  o f  w i s d o m  a n d  r i g h t e o u s  
u n d e r s t a n d i n g .  “  T b o  s a g e  l o v e s  n o t  a  w o m a n  b e c a n s e  
s h e  i s  b e a u t i f u l  ; h e  b o l d s  l i e r  b e a u t i f u l  b e c a u s e  l i e  l o v e s  
h e r ,  a n d  b e c a u s e  h e  h a s  g o o d  r e a s o n  t o  l o v o  h e r . ”

E d u c a t i o n  a n d  t h e  p r o s p e c t s  o f  m a r r i e d  l i f e  o u g h t  
a l w a y s  t o  g o  t o g e t h e r ,  h a n d  iu  h a n d ,  f o r  i f  f i f t e e n  y e a r s  
m; t h e r e a b o u t s ,  b e  t h e  t i m e  f o r  w e d d i n g ,  s u r e l y  a l l  t h a t  
w e  h a v e  t o  t e a c h  t h e m  i n  s c h o o l s  . f o r .  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  
m a k i n g  g o o d ,  w i v e s  a r id  r e s p o n s i b l e  'mothers, o u g h t  t o  b e

c o m p l e t e d  b y  t h a t  a g e .  A f t o r  m a r r i a g e ,  t h e y  c a n ,  ii' 
t h e y  l i k e ,  i n c r e a s e  t h e i r  k n o w l e d g e  a n d  k e e p  u p  t h e i r  
s t u d i e s  a t  h o m e .  .

I  h a v e  s a i d  t h a t  t h o  s y s t e m  o f  i m p a r t i n g  e d u c a t i o n  U> 
g i r l s  o u g h t  t o  b e  c o n s i d e r a b l y  m o d i f i e d .  I s a y  t h i s  n o t  
w i t h o u t  a  v a l i d  r e a s o n .  L o o k  a t  t h e  m o d e r n  e d u c a t e d  
g i r l  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  B o m b a y ,  S h e  h a a  f o s t e r e d  p r i d e  
i n s t e a d  o f  l e a r n i n g  h u m i l i t y ,  s e l f i s h n e s s  i n s t e a d  o f  t h e  
l o v e  o f  b r o t h e r s  a n d  s i s t e r s .  Y a n i t y ,  f o p p i s h n e s s  a n d  
l a z y  h a b i t s  h a v e  b e c o m e  h e r  p e c u l i a r  t e m p t a t i o n s ,  a n d  
h e r  g u a r d i a n  a n g e l s  t o  r o c k  l i e r  s e l f - c o n c e i t  a n d  f a l s e  
g l o r y .  S h e  i s  t h e  J u n o  o v e r  h e r  h u s b a n d ,  h o l d i n g  d e s 
p o t i c  p o w e r  o v e r  h i m ,  e v e r  r e a d y  a u d  w i l l i n g  t o  h u r l  
h e r  c l u b  a g a i n s t  J u p i t e r  i f  h e r  d i g n i t y  i s  o f f e n d e d .  J f  
t h e  n e e d y  s e e k  a s s i s t a n c e  f r o m  h e r  o r  a t i  i n d i g e n t  r e l a t i v e  
i s  b a d l y  i n  w a n t , s h e  w i l l  n o t  o p e n  h o r  h e a r t  o r  p u r s e  t o  
h e l p  h i m  i n  h i s  n e e d .  S h e  h a s  t r a i n e d  h e r s e l f  t o  d o  
n o t h i n g  b u t  f e e d  a n d  e n j o y  h e r s e l f .  S h e  h a s  a  p a s s i o n 
a t e  d e s i r e  a n d  m o n k e y - l i k o  a p t i t u d e  f o r  c o p y i n g  
e v e r y t h i n g  f o r e i g n ,  w h e t h e r  t i n s e l  o r  g o l d .  S h e  w o u l d  

l e a r n  t o  h a v e  a  t a s t e  f o r  c o s t l y  b r a n d y ,  s p a r k l i n g  m o s e l l e s  
a n d  c h a m p a g n e  i n  t h e  p l a c e  o f  t h e  h o m e l y  t o d d y  
a n d  N i r a ; F r e n c h  s y r u p s  f o r  p l a i n  h o n e y ;  a  p e a c o c k 
l i k e  v a r i e t y  o f  c o l o u r s  iu  t h e  p l a c e  o f  p l a i n  s t u f f ,  d i a m o n d  
i n s t e a d  o f  s i l v e r  a n d  g o l d  o r n a m e n t s  ; l o w - t o n e d ,  
n o v e l s  a n d  t r a s h  i n  l i e u  o f  t h e  h u m a n i s i n g  a n d  e d i f y i n g  
w r i t i n g s  o f  t h e  s a g e s  o f  t h o  E a s t .  T h i s  i s  n o  e x a g g e r a 
t i o n .  A l r e a d y  t h o  d e m o n  o f  f a s h i o n  h a s  c o m m e n c e d  i t s  
m i s c h i e v o u s  w o r k  a n d  i s  h a u n t i n g  m a n y  f a m i l i e s ,  t r y i n g  
t o  s h a k e  a u d  u n d e r m i n e  a l l  t h a t  c o m o  w i t h i n  i t s  g r a s p .  
S u c h  a  s a d  s t a t e  o f  a f f a i r s  i n s t e a d  o f  b e i n g  d e p r e c a t e d ,  
i s  e n c o u r a g e d  i n  m a n y  p l a c e s  b y  h u s b a n d s  o r  p a r e n t s  
w h o  d e l i g h t  i n  p u t t i n g  o n  g r e a t  a i r s  a s  E n g l i s h m e n  o r  
F r e n c h m e n ,  f o r g e t t i n g  a l l  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  e i t h e r  

I n d i a n s  o r  P e r s i a n s .  N o  d o u b t  c i v i l i z a t i o n  b r i n g s  w i t h  i t s  
e n l i g h t e n m e n t  a  s h a r e  o f  c u r s e s  a l s o ,  a n d  f o r  t h o  p r e 
s e n t  a n d  f u t u r e  g o o d  o f  o u r  c o u n t r y  a n d  i t s  t e e m i n g  
m i l l i o n s ,  i t  i s  i n c u m b e n t  o n  u s  t o  k e e p  w a t c h  o v e r  t h e  
e v i l s ,  a n d  f i g h t  h a r d  t o  n i p  t h e m  i n  t h e  b u d .  A s  w e  
s o w ,  s o  s h a l l  w o  r e a p ,  a n d  o n  t h o  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  s e e d ,  
w i l l  d e p e n d  t h e  q u a l i t y  a n d  s t r e n g t h  o f  t l i e  f u t u r e  o f  
w o m e n  ip. I n d i a .  N o w  o r  n e v e r  i s  t h e  t i m e  f o r  m o d e l  
l i n g  a n e w  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  o f  o u r  g i r l s .  I t  i s  a  d i f f i c u l l  
t a s k ,  n o  d o u b t ,  b u t  f o r  t h e  p h y s i c a l  a n d  s p i r i t u a l  w e l l - b e i n g  
o f  A r y a n  l a d i e s  w h o  r i g h t l y  b e l i e v e  c h a s t i t y ,  v i r t u e  
a n d  w i s d o m  t o  b o  m o r e  p r e c i o u s  t h a n  t h e i r  l i v e s  a n d  
e a r t h l y  p o s s e s s i o n s ,  i t  m u s t  b e  a c c o m p l i s h e d ,  a n d  t h a t  

s o o n .

W e  m u s t  d e v o t e  g r e a t e r  t i m e  t o  t h o  t e a c h i n g  o f  m o r a l s  
a n d  r e l i g i o n .  O f  c o u r s e  m e n t a l  e d u c a t i o n  a l s o  is  
n e c e s s a r y ,  b u t  i t  s h o u l d  b e  m a d e  s u b s i d i a r y  t o  t h e  f o r 
m e r ,  f o r  w h a t  w o  r e q u i r e  i s  n o t  very intellectual,  b u t  v e r y  
g o o d  m o t h e r s .  M u c h ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h a t  i s  n e w  w i l l  h a v e  
t o  b e  i n t r o d u c e d ,  a n d  m u c h  t h a t  i s  u s e l e s s  w i l l  h a v e  t o  
b e  d r o p p e d .  T h e  a r t  o f  c o o k i n g ,  w i t h o u t  w h i c l i  n o  h o m e  
i s  t h o u g h t  t o  b e  h a p p y ,  o u g h t  n o t  t o  b o  f o r g o t t e n .  O f  
a l l  a r t s ,  i t  i s  t h o  m o s t  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  g i r l s  i n  a f t e r  l i f e .  
T h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  a n d  g e n e r a l  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  h y g i e n e  
i n  a n  e l e m e n t a r y  f o r m  o u g h t  t o  b e  e a r l y  i m p r e s s e d  o n  
t h e i r  m i n d s ,  t h a t  t h e y  m a y  b o  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  b e s t  w a y s  
o f  b r i n g i n g  u p  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  w e l l .  S a c r e d  i n u a i c  i n  t h e  
p r a i s e  o f  G o d ,  b o t h  v o c a l  a n d  i n s t r u m e n t a l ,  o u g h t  t o  
b e  i n t r o d u c e d .  G r a c e f u l n e s s  o f  c o n d u c t ,  g e n t l e n e s s ,  
h u m i l i t y ,  p e a c e  o f  m i n d ,  o b e d i e n c e  t o  s u p e r i o r s ,  c h a r i t y ,  
c l e a n l i n e s s ,  a n d  e c o n o m y  a r e  t h i n g s  w h i c h  w i l l  b o  b e t 
t e r  l e a r n t  a n d  s t u d i e d  a t  h o m e  t h a n  i n  s c h o o l s .  F o r  t h i s ,  
t h e  p a r e n t s  o u g h t  t o  b e  g r a c e f u l ,  w i s e ,  v i r t u o u s ,  h u m b l o  
a n d  e c o n o m i c  i n  t h e i r  d a i l y  l i v e s .  W o m e n  o n l y  o f  h i g h  
l e a r n i n g  a n d  r e s p e c t a b i l i t y  o u g h t  t o  b o  e m p l o y e d  a s  
t e a c h e r s ,  w h o  s h o u l d  m a k e  i t  t h e i r  d u t y  t o  t e a c h ,  n o t  a s  a  
m e r e  v o c a t i o n ,  b u t  w h o  s h o u l d  t a k o  a  p l e a s u r e  a n d  
i n t e r e s t  i n  t e a c h i n g .  T h e  t e a c h e r s  o u g h t  t o  b e  s t r i c t l y  
p r o h i b i t e d  f r o m  t e a c h i n g  a u y  t h i n g  a d v e r s e  a n d  c o n t r a r y  
t o  t h o  f a i t h  o f  t h e  g i r l ’s  f a m i l y .  From  t h e  l a d y - t e a c h e r a  
a t  p r e s e n t  e m p l o y e d  i n  G o v e r n m e n t  s c h o o l s  o n  s t i p e n d s  
v a r y i n g  f r o m  f i f t e e n  t o  t h i r t y  r u p e e s  a m o n t h ,  w e  caji-



not expect any tiling  like sound education, simply l;c- 
«ui';o they themselves hnve no t a finished education and 
yet, ivquiro to learn a g rea t deal. W e also require special 
school buildings adap ted  for tho g irls. W hether built 
by philanthropic men or by G overnm ent, thoy ough t to he 
j.,ot merely commodious and roomy, but they ought to 
have surroundings of beautiful gardens and compounds, 
t>o tlmt the children may enjoy not only physical health 
and streng th , bnt may havo somo idea of the beauties of 
nature. A s it is, these schools are generally  in the town, 
ia the m idst of au over-crowded population, and situ a t
ed on tlio top or in tho neighbourhood of a main drain 
or gu tter, no wonder if the girls becomo sickly for life, 
especially when they b reaths foul air in a hot country 
like I Ldia. Our young men, the so-called Sootharawallns, 
cry out against tho evil consequences of early  m arriages. 
B at I do not believo tha t m arriage at the age of fifteen 
years has anyth ing  to do w ith the ill-health  of our 
women. I t  is over-study and foul a ir th a t degenerates 
them physically and m entally. I t  may fu rth er be h in t
ed th a t theso schools should bo built and  conducted oil 
the principle of tho “ K inder G arten ,”  so named by its 
fonnder Mr. F iobel, who first established it in  Jilnkeuburn 
in IS tO.

A ccording to the Zoroastrian religion every one 
should lead a m arried life. Z oroaster himsolf was a 
m arried man and had a large family. H is wife’s natno 
was lltivovee. 116 had th ree sons—-Eshiulvaster, Orvur- 
tu rner, and H uvrechitlira, and three daughters named 
Phreny, Thrity , and Powrooehisloe. H is m other’s name 
was Dogdo, and Poroshaspa was his fa ther. H e had 
Furscst.ar and Jam asp as his sons-in-law. Thus by his 
personal exam ple, he gave a lesson to all to marry. I t  is 
paid of him  th a t while pray ing  iu the Dara-Xleher before 
the sacred lire, he was killed by a ruffian a t the ago of 
forty years. Now a question naturally  arisos th a t if one 
w ith such a large family dies a t tlio ago of forty , does it 
not show indirectly th a t lie may havo m arried a t the ago 
of fifteen ? The conclusion is not a very im probable 
one. L et us seo what our religious w orks say cn the 
subject. He who has studied tho E thics of Zoroaster 
and of our immortal Zarathostrotem os, will find th a t 
debauchery, prostitu tion , evil habits, &c-, havo beon 
regarded  as tho prom ptings of the Devs ( I ’assions), and 
thoso who practised them  sufferod no t only tho most 
condign punishm ent in ancient P ersia , but were believ
ed to be lodged a fte r death in the  deepest hell. (Seo 
V en d id ad F arg ard I, para .12 ; F a rg a rd  V III, paras'. 20,27, 
o l ,  32.) Thero is in this religion, uo extenuation  w hat
ever for the sius of im m orality, and no penance can wash 
out the guilt. In  paras. 57 to 5!) of the  Vendidad F a rg a rd
18, it is said, “ Thereupon sho who is tho fiendish 
D rnkhsh answered him : 0  righteous handsom e Srosh ! 
there is no extenuation  w hatover of i t ;  when a man 
after the fifteenth year frequents a courtezan.”  A gain  
in Y asua IX , verses 100 to 101, Zoroaster says to tho 
angel Horn, “  Come h ith e r w ith  a weapon for tho pure, 
to protect the body, 0  golden Homa, against tho harlots, 
endowed with magic a rt, causing concupiscence, excit
ing lust, whoso spirit goes forw ard like a cloud driven 
by the  wind.”  Also in  Vendidad F a rg a rd  X V II I , paras. 
53 to 55, it  is clearly sta ted  th a t instead of indulg ing  in 
loose habits and entering  into unholy contracts, every 
man ought a t the age of fifteen to m arry and understand 
his own religion ; if he fails, the  Devs (passions and 
levi desires), th a t is, the  fourth principlo or the  anim al 
soul in man, will beset him and keep him in slavery, 
i. o., the  sp irit becomes subordinate to  m atter. “ The 
righteous Srosh with raised club, asked the D rnkhsh :
0  Drnkhsh, inglorious and inactive, who is tho fourth ot 
these thy param ours ? Thereupon she who is the fiendish 
D rukhsh  answered him : O R ighteous, handsom e Srosh ! 
T hat indeed is the fourth  of these my param ours, when 
a  man after his fifteenth year, frequents a courtezan, 
nngirdled or uncovered (i, e„ w ithont K usti and Sudrah, 
the badges of the  holy relig ion), then  a t the  fourth

departing  step, im m ediately afterw ards wo who are 
demons, a t once wo occupy his tongue and marrow ; 
afterw ards tho possessed ones destroy the settlem ents 
of righteousness, which aro supplied w ith creatures as 
tho spells of sorcerers destroy the settlem ents of right
eousness.” . O ur youlhs of the day are inured t'> worse 
ways of th in k in g  nnd acquire l^ose habits, aud refuse 
to m arry g irls of an advanced age. Look at tho princi
pal Parseo families and seo how many i hi gil ls von find 
am ong them who havo rem ained unm an ied. The, pnients 
are iu the utm ost anx ie ty  fcr their children, an-] pass 
the ir days iu dumb silenco. Our widows art-s till moro 
unfortunate. W hen au  over-largo phrt'on  of girls 
rem ains unm arried, it  is no t too much to say th a t widows 
do not find husbands a second time. This may bo 
rough language, b u t I  sincerely feel for them , and for 
Parsees especially, because I cannot p icture  in my mind 
a b rig h t fu tu re  on the d istan t horizou. Look to tho 
"S o c ia l P u rity  L eagues” form ed in E ng land  &nd other 
civilized countries. W h a t do they poin t t.o ? They 
show th a t thero  are deep sores aud breaks in Lhe social 
circle, and hence tho necessity for such measures to 
rem edy social degradation  and carnal encroachments. 
L et Parsees, the noble race of Jamsliod aud Kaikhosruo, 
Cyrus and Nuscorwan, bew are in time, tb a t they may 
not be forced to adopt such measures. Prevention is 
bettor than  cure. M oreover our religion will not permit 
our ivomon to m arry with foreigners, and the women 
them selves will uot like to do any th ing  contrary to 
the custom ary precepts th a t havo come down to us 
from generation to generation, or the holy commandments 
o£ their im m ortal spiritual guide. R em arking on tho 
E thics of Zoroaster, a celebrated w riter .s»ys, “ but it 
was to bo feared lest tho Parsis (tho modern descendants 
of tlio ancien t l ’ersiaus) by m arrying foreigners, should 
insensibly lose sigh t of H orm uzd,or th a t these m arriages 
by transferring  the wealth of families to strangers should 
impoverish them. To rem edy theso inconveniences and 
to tigh ten  the conjugal bond hy a love, born as it were 
from infancy, i. e., a natural lo v o ; aud thereby to 
form more durable and tender unions, Zoroaster recom 
mends m arriage between cousins-germ an as an action 
m eriting heaven.’’ Of all institu tions th a t of m arriage 
is rogarded as tho most praisew orthy by alm ost all an 
cient sages aud prophets. Iu  the V endidad F argard  IV , 
para. 47 (see the transla tion  of tho Vendidad by Mr. 
K avasjee Eduljeo K auga), it it is said, “ And moreover 
I  ({. e., Ahnra-M azda) tell theo 0  Spitam a Z arathustra  
th a t I  caro moro for the  m arried man than for the 
M ag av afa  sot of peoplo before Zoroaster who led a 
single life) ; I  love moro tho man of fam ily and  the 
mau with a house th au  him  w ithout a h o u se ; I  love 
him more who has a child than  him who has none; I 
love hiui more who has property  than him who is without 
i t ’’ (m eaning th a t everyone should work by the sweat of 
bis brow arid dopendon his own exertions aud not starve 
and beg). Of theso two, th a t  is, tho m arried and the 
unm arried, the form er is said to bo a  possessor of the 
good m ind (Vohumano) and a prom oter of cattle, 
a m aster of tho house, of cattle , and money, &c. Such 
a one, i. e., tho m arried man, fights with courago against 
the demon of death, Asto V idhotu, against the best of 
skilful archers belonging to tho Devas, against the 
w inter demon Zem aka who wears scanty clothing, 
against the heads of ty ran ts  and wicked mon, and 
against the w retched starv ing  A sm ogh, the  hinderer of 
purity , aud the vicious and idle who will not work. 
This language shows th a t a m arried man proves a much 
better soldier, patrio t, aud citizon th an  an unm arried ono 
who is lazy, cowardly and unfit to live in respectablo 
society. L e t thoso of our so-called educated youths iu 
th is city and abroad, who tako a pride in  leading au 
unm arried and  dissipated  life and waste money, health, 
and physical energy in frequently  a ttend ing  nautch 
and ball parties, concerts, and  operas, keopipg late hours, 
and thereby  sink in g  into au  untim ely grave, tak e  heed



from the  above statem ents. Or le t them  bear in mind 
the instances of our Jam sheds, Feridoons, K aikhoshroos, 
Noahs, Rams, D urjodhuns, and U dh irstirs , and num er
ous o thers who are said to have lived and  enjoyed a 
m erry life for hundreds of years. A ccording to Duve- 
la rd ’s tables, the  average duration of m an 's life in tlie 
nineteenth  cen tu ry  ia 32 years in very cold climes, 30 
years in England and other European countries, 
and  28 years in India and elsewhere. A ccording 
to o ther statisticians it is 33 years. A  quarter of 
hum anity, on an average, lives for seven years and then 
d ie s ; and one half dies within seventeen years. One 
man only in 1,000 lives for a hundred years. Six only 
in 100 live 65 years. One only in 500 lives to the 
age of 60 years. A s many as ninety thousand people 
die daily in the  world. This is a sad view of hum an 
m ortality in this age of civilization in comparison 
with th a t of the  ancients. I t  teaches no doubt the whole
some lesson, th a t by not adhering and  acting  accord
ing to  the golden precepts taugh t by immortal 
sages of old, Zarathoostra Spitam a in particular, m ankind 
has brought on itself its present miseries and  evanescent 
life. W e cannot blame natu re  for a change in longe
vity, for she is uniform ly kind to us a t all times, 
bu t she is just and  inexorable, and  man m ust pay the 
due of ju s t nature when lie only revolts against its laws.

Iu  Ind ia  and Europe, widowhood and  v irg in ity  are a t 
tho present time held in high estim ation am ong the 
masses either through tim e-honored custom s, religious 
fanaticism , or fashionable pride or vanity. I  will not 
dwell hardly  here on the evil consequences which this 
may lead to. I  will not h in t a t its resultant, namely, the 
check to grow th of population. In  India it  is the gross
est of sins for a  widow to rem arry, and when she does, 
h er whole family is punished by being hooted and cast 
out of the  society in which it  lives. Now m ark  the esti
mation in which a Hindoo wife was regarded in and 
before the age of M ahabharata about 4000 B. C.

* A wife is h a l f  t h e  m an ,  h i s  t r u e s t  f r i e n d
A lo v in g  wife is a  p e r p e tu a l  s p r in g
O f  v i r tu e ,  p le a s u re ,  w ea l th  ; a  f a i th fu l  wife
I s  h is  b e s t  a id  in s e e k in g  h e a v e n ly  b l i s s ;
A s w e e t ly  s p e a k in g  wife is  a  c o m p a n io n
I n  s o l i tu d e  ; a  f a t h e r  in ad v ice  ; a  m o t h e r  i a  a l l  se asons  of 

<1 it, t ress .
A  r e s t  in p a s s in g  th r o u g h  l i fe 's  w i ld e rn e s s . ’’

N um erous o ther passages m ight be quoted from the 
ancient H indu and P arsi w ritings to show th a t among 
the ancients the man or woman who was m arried , who was 
the parent of children, and lived to m ature age, was 
regarded as an ornam ent to society and a favourite of 
heaven. The ancient rulers of Persia, say Herodotus and 
S trabo, made annual presents to those m others who had 
many strong  and well-built children.

A nthropologists believe righ tly  th a t m arried love is 
always stronger aud surer than mere b ru ta l or animal 
love, and  th a t it grows more and more as age advances. 
B ut th a t love which is born of mere fascination and 
lust or b ru ta l passion, grows weak and fades and 
dies out in course of time. Says Gautama Rishi, 
“ From  lust comes grief, from lust comes fear ; he who 
is free from lust knows neither grief nor fear."  “  H e 
who possesses virtue and intelligence, him the world will 
hold dear." “ H e who destroys life, who speaks u n tru th , 
who in th is world takes w hat is not given liim, who goes 
to another m an’s wife, and the man who gives himself to 
drink ing  intoxicating drinks, he even in th is world, digs 
up his own roo t.” (See the -Dhammapada). Also, “  Follow 
not after vanity, nor a fte r the enjoyment o f lust. There 
is no fire like passion, there is no shark  like hatred , no 
snare like folly, there is no to rren t like greed .”  (See the 
Dhammapada).

A  P a k s i  G r a d u a t e .

(To be continued.)
——— — ---------------------------  ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ — —  ■ 'V —•

* See Monier Williams on Indian W isdom fpom the  M ahabhara ta
I .  3028. .

P R A C T JO A L  O O G U LTISM  IN  G E R M A N Y .
Before leaving Ind ia  I  promised to inform you if I  

should find out any th ing  in regard to any existing society 
of G erm an Occultists, th a t is to say, such students as 
are not m erely contented  to philosophise aud revel in 
theories ; bu t who have arrived  a t the knowledge of the 
tru th  by a d irect recognition of the same, and aro em 
ploying the result of th e ir  knowledge to some useful 
purpose. I  am happy to say th a t my researches have 
been successful. In  the h e a r t of the Bavarian m ountains 
I  have found a society of real occultists, of p ractical 
workers, possessing a h igh moral character, and a lthough 
they are illiterate  and  “ uneducated” people, yet they 
are well acquainted w ith the m ysteries of the H indu and  
Jew ish religions, called the  secret doctrine or Esoteric 
Philosophy.

They have received hardly an ordinary school education 
and the one whom they call their leader, is unable to 
read or write. They have never read “ Esoteric B ud
dhism ,”  still they know m uch th a t is identical with it ; 
they know no th ing  of the Yoga philosophy, still they 
practice i t ; they know noth ing  of K an t aud Schelling 
and Schopenhauer, still the ir system  is the essence of 
th a t of those philosophers. They are poor people, work
ing in a factory  a t  two m arks (one Rupee) a day, and  still 
they are in possession of powers tha t no am ount of money 
can buy.

I  had heard years ago of these people. I was told 
th a t they were queer people and  did not go to church. 
They were said to be very good, bu t probably very much 
deluded. They had repeated ly  received offers of b e tte r 
situations, but refused them , saying th a t they wero not 
perm itted to change. W ho prevented  them  was a 
mystery.

I  made the acquaintance of those people and w ent 
w ith them to the  top of the m ountain and looked into 
the  spiritual Thibet or (as the Jew s call it) Canaan. I  
saw with them  the prom ised land, b u t like Moses was no t 
yet able to enter it. W hen we w ent up there  were six 
m embers in the ir society ; when we came down th a t 
society num bered seven.

I  m ight tell you of many th ings th a t happen when the 
members of th a t society m eet together. I  m ight tell 
you of astra l bells, of perfum es pervading the room 
w ithout any perceivable source, of pairs of living eyea 
appearing in the  a ir or ou the walls, of a lig h t appearing  
on the head of the speaker ;—b u t they pay little a tte n 
tion to  such incidents, and as for myself I have, in 
consequence of form er experiences, long ceased to be 
astonished a t any th ing  in regard  to phenomena. B u t 
there  is one th in g  which in terested  me more, aud of th is  
I  will tell you ; but beforo doing so I  must say a  few 
words in regard to secret societies.

A  society of Occultists is necessarily a secret society 
and it cannot be otherwise j because it is of a sp iritua l 
character, and the sp irit can only be perceived by those 
who are able to en ter its sphere, j I t  is uot necessarily 
a  secret society in the sense tha t th e  nam es of its mem
bers should be concealed from the police or the pub
lic. Outsiders can only see the  exterior, none can enter 
the in terior unless in possession of the  pass-word.

I t  is said th a t a t the in itiation the candidate ob tains 
a new name, a t the  ceremony of baptism the child  
receives its fu tu re  appellation, and to  every m em ber of 
a Masonic fra tern ity  a “  pass-word”  is given ; which is  
frequently m isunderstood to  mean only, tha t to  ba 
adm itted into the room where the m em bers are sittin g , 
it  is necessary to repeat th a t word to the door-keepers. 
Of the deeper signification of th a t word very few h a re  
any idea. Those, however, who have locked below tha 
surface know th a t such a name or pass-word has a  
deeper signification, th a t, for instance, supposing th e  
pass-word were “ W isdom ," i t  is not sufficient to leam  
th a t word by h e a r t ; bu t th a t to  en ter the  sphere of the
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wise and to understand  tbe ir proceedings, it  is necessary 
tp  acquire wisdom and to pronounce the w ord, t.lmt is 
to say, to express it  in words and in deeds. Moreover 
such pass-words cannot be given to the can d id a te ; bu t 
they mnsfc grow in him, and as they grow he will recog
nise them in his in terio r and will keep them  secret.

A  long time ago such a word h ad  grown into my con
sciousness. I t  became more and  more vivid and  living 
in me, but to not a single soul in the world did I  ever 
reveal that word, nor would I  dare to reveal it  now ; and 
yet tliat i'literato labourer pronounced th a t word and 
received mo as ono who was spiritually  not a stran g er to 
liim.

I  have learned a g rea t deal in the company of these 
people; in other th ings I  was able to give them  instruc
tion. They practise the process of m ateria lising  though t 
in themselves and are sometimes able to project it 
objectively. They have th e ir transcendental senses of 
touch, vision, hearing, taste  and  smell developed to a 
certain  ex ten t. They practice the  process of develop
m ent by spiritual aspiration and inspiration ; they do 
not fall into trances, bu t speak th ings fa r above what 
they  have learned in tlie ordiuary  wav, aud when they 
m eet, they have nil only one th o u g h t, and while one 
begins a sentence, each one of the others is able to finish 
w liat the first began to say.

They do not believe in im m ortality  in the  ordinary 
sense They say th a t nothing is im m ortal bu t the “ W ord” 
(logos), and to become im m ortal man m ust develope the 
“ W o rd ” in himself. They look upon tlie m ajority of 
m ankind not as men bu t as m aterial out of which men 
may bo made, they say th a t the} will make men and 
they  are p reparing  them selves t.o acquire full powers 
before they attem pt the g rea t work. They sa.y th a t 
when thoy are fully propared “ the, Old 0 >ips who have 
been, saved up from, the beginning” will come out of their 
retirem ent and co-operate with them .

W hen I asked them about the  process of their deve
lopm ent, they g«ve a description, of which I will trans- 
lato a few passages :

"  Man passes through a spiral evolution, th a t appears 
liko the steps of a  ladder. L earn  to understand tliat 
your s tren g th  is rooted in  your feet. Descend from the 
nroh of the  tem ple (the h e a d ) to the foot of tlie stairs, 
and  rise slowly up to the centre (the heart). There you 
will find a seed th a t will begin to germ inate  through the 
influence of a light created  by though t. I t  will grow 
and its growtli will penetrate  into your senses. Learn 
to ea t of the tree of knowledge ; look for it not in the 
exterior w o rd  bu t in your interior, and when you a tta in  
real knowledge by direct perception of the tru th , you 
will have gained im m ortality. Tho cube o f  life will then 
find its plnee in your heart. A sun will appear that 
will illum inate your in terior and in its ligh t the past, 
the  future and the p res-n t will appear as one aud be 
rovealed to you. Your life will then be your own, the 
door of eternity will be open and a new heaven will 
appear in which the perfect one will move aud of which 
lie is t.he crea to r.”

This is “ queer language” for “  m atter-of-fact peotde” 
to understand, and it  is still more curious to hear illite

r a t e  and uneducated people u tter such words. Professor 
N ........would hardly listen to such “ ja rgon ,’'a n d  a cer
tain  society in London would probably reject it  by 

.unanimous vote. Still i t  expresses in o ther words tha t 
which the Y oga philosophy teaches about the “ Lotus- 
flower,” and the books of Herm es give the same process. 
M oreover th is process is scientifically co rrec t; a n d e a n  
be understood, provided th e  h igher and  “ sp ir itu il”  
forces thn t go to m ake up w hat is called i la n  are taken 
into consideration. If  the whole universe, man included, 
is looked upon as a m aterialisation” of the  though t of 
the Divine Mind ; then i t  will not be so difficult to seo 
w hat those illite ra te  people a ttem p ted  to  expressj where

they said : “ I f  you desire im m ortality you must materia
lise the Word in yourself by t\\e fia t  spoken through your 
will. In  tho ligh t of .y o u r heart you will find tbe 
W ord  aud  the W ord  is the sp irit of tru th , the radiation 
of “  F a th e r” and “  Son,” the result of though t and 
expression.”

There is nothing im m ortal b u t the T ru th ; it is grasped 
by the U nderstand ing  and becomes a living force when 
expressed through  the W ord. To grasp the T ruth  in 
its fulness, the U nderstanding  ( V ernunft) m ust grow. 
I t  grows through tho purification of the feeling (tho 
heart) and th rough  the developm ent of the  in tellect (tlio 
head). H e who follows tlie heart alone errs, and he who 
only lives in his head is in error. The heart is the 
touch-stone for the work of tho head, the lwad is tho 
balance in  which the  m aterial furnished by the h ea rt is 
weighed. H ead and heart m ust grow to g e th er and har
moniously correspond with each other. A s they grow, 
new powers of the soul will be evolved and developed, 
a h igher scale of perceptive faculties will come into 
action, higher ideals will arise and be realised by becom
ing  living realities th rough tho in terior ‘‘ m aterialisation” 
of thought, until the  h ighest ideal is reached, which is 
identical w ith the h ighest ideal in nature. Then there 
m ust be a period of rest (N irvana); because all desires 
are satisfied and no higher desire can arise, because 
there is no h igher ideal in N ature whose influence couhi 
be felt th rough  the heart and call forth the desire for its 
recognition. A nd this rest m ust last Until a still higher 
evolution of the world calls forth a still h igher s ta te  of 
the  universal ideal, when heart and head will again 
resume their activity on a still h igher and for us incom
prehensible rule.

M any rivers flow down to the valley. Those tha t do 
not dry up or run into the sand, will find their way 
to the ocean. Many people walk tbe pathw ay of life and 
each one chooses his own particular way. Some walk 
free and erect, o thers hobble along on theological 
crutches ; bu t those who desire tn arrive a t the  great 
goal must meet in th a t g rea t high-road, where feeling 
and intellect, unite, and from whence begins the atta in- 
m entof real know ledge by recognition and understanding, 
the  developm ent of pure reason (der reinen Vernunft) 
which is iu itself the sp irit of tru th  called “ God.”

* H.
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STO D TE S I N  SW E D E N B O R G .
B y  H . C. V etterlinq, m. d.

V —THE DIVINE MANHOOD OF JESCS.
“ T a k e  h e o d  to  th y s e l f ,  l e s t  th o u  th iu k  o f  th e  L o rd  [ .T e sn s ]  a s  o f  a  

m a n  lik e  fchyRelf ; b n t  r a t h e r  t h i u k  o f  H im  as  o f  a  m&n t h a t  is  G o d / ’
C a n o n s , p . 40 . .

The Lord Jesus was a divine man ; his divinity wa8 
ante-natal. Swedenborg says* “ H e was born', unlike other 
men, a celestial sp iritual m an.” Men, in general, are 
a t b irth  “ sensual-corporeal,” aud a tta in  the "celestial- 
sp iritual” sta te  only after a life-long strugg le  against the 
allurem ents of the  seuses, A . G. 4592. A t his incar
nation, the Lord Jesus was, as to his In ternal Man, on 
a level in goodness w ith tbo angels of the highest heaven, 
and he was free from active evil. H e was not the eon 
of God, tho  second Person of an imaginary T rin ity , sent 
to be sacrificed for men, villainous en< ugh to w ant an 
innocent being sacrificed for them , but he was an embodi
m ent of the Suprem e B eing’s love and wisdom, came to 
perfect himself, to show “ the  narrow way,” “ the path ,” 
th a t leads to  the “ F a ther.”  H e said of himself, “ I  came 
out from the F a th er and have come into the world ; again, 
1 leave the world, and am going to my F a th e r.” John  
xvi. 23. W hat does Swedenborg understand the term 

Faither”  to mean ? _
“ T h e  L o rd  [ J e s n f ]  s a y s  a  n u m b e r  nf times* * F a t h e r  t h a t  a r t  in 

t h e  hpav e i l s , ’ a n d  th e n  th o  D iv in i ty  tit heav en  [D ecA cb an ]  ig in
t e n d e d  ; t h u s  t h e  goo d  t h a t  g iv e s  r ise  to  h e a v e n .  T h e  D iv in i ty ,



v ie w e d  in iLuelf, T*- «■, t h a  A b s o lu t e  D i v i n i t y ] ,  is  above th e  
h e a v e n s ;  b u t  t h e  D iv in i ty  in  t l ie  h e a v e n s  it) th o  G ood  t h u t  in in 
t l i e  T ru e ,  i s s u in g  I rom tl ie  [ A b s o lu t e ]  l i i v iu i ty .  T h e  l a t t e r  [ t h e  
G o o d ]  is i n t e n d e d  hy t h e  F a t h e r  in t h e  h e a v e n s .” A . C. 8328.

W e are to understand the  “  Good th a t is in the  T ru e /’ 
o r the Love th a t is in the  W isdom, which flows down 
into the will of the angels [D evachanees] from the 
Suprem e B eing, and moulds them  into one “  Grand M an /' 
to  bo the “  F a th e r” of tbe Lord Jesus. A gain, he says of 
himself, “ I  ascend to my F ather, and your F a th er ; even 
iny God, aud your God.” H ere the m eaning of the term  
“  F a th e r"  is th e  same, the Good, or Love in the heavens ; 
but, “ God”  is the True or W isdom , the external manifes
tation  of the Good, or Love. To be brief : by the ‘‘ F a ther” 
is m eant tlie love th a t flows into the W ill of the  angels 
from the Suprem e Being, and by “  G od” is m eant tlie 
W isdom that flows into tlieir understandings. A . IL 21. 
The angels are  not augels by reason of th e ir  being in 
H eaven, for Heaven is not si place, but a subjective state, 
in which there is an inflow of love aud  wisdom from the 
Suprem e B eing, which gives freedom from solicitude, 
restlessness, and anxiety  [Sainarlhi], and  thence blessed
ness ; and since love and wisdom is P rogenitor and Creator 
of this, it ia both ‘‘F a th er”  and “ God.” New Jerusalem  
Doc'rine, 237, A. G. 8931, 10098.

As stated , the divinity of the Lord Jesns was an te
natal, and Sw edenborg calls th is ante-natal divinity by 
many names : “ the form er manhood,” “ the  Lord from 
o tern ity ,”  &c. A . 0 . Iu579 ; 6280. H e had by “ per
ception,” and association with angelic men obtained this 
knowledge of the ante-natal existence and  divinity of 
the Lord Jesus. “ The m anhood,” says he, which he 
[Jesus] superinduced in the world, was liko the man
hood of a m an in the w orld ; nevertheless both were 
[made] divine, and therefore infinitely transcending tho 
finite manhood of angels [devachanees] and men.” D. L. 
W. 221. “ Both were [m ade] divine,”  th a t is, they were 
made so, a t the end of His life in the world, for they 
were not divine a t the  time of tho superinduction of the 
natural manhood ; hence it is said, “ the divine manhood 
was not [a t first] so much one with the Godhead, called 
the Father., as when the Lord made it in tim e quite one.”  
A. C. 6000. I t  may seem a contradiction to say th a t the 
divinity of tho Lord Jesus which was ante-natal, was 
made divine during liis incarnation ; bu t th is apparent 
contradiction will disappear when it is shown tha t this 
divinity was angelic, not absolute. .

M ithra,Zoroastor, Plato, Osiris, Bacchus, and others, are 
said to have beeu born of virgin m others. Swedenborg 
emphasises the statem ent that Jesus was born of a 
virgin, and  tlia t every evil in him, arid even every incli
nation to  evil, was an inheritance from the m aternal, 
undivine nature. In  himself he was “ Jehovah ,”  not tlie 
tu telary deity of th a t name, but the  Divine Love, tha t 
wliich IS. “ He th a t is conceived of Jehovah, has no 
o ther sonl than Jehovah ; wherefore, in point of veriest 
life, he was Jehovah Himself. Jehovah, or the Divine 
Essence, cannot be divided, as the  soul of a hum an father, 
of which the  offspring is conceived.” Ib id , 1921.

A t his b irth  Jesus was like any other man ; except 
as to his inner nature, which, as beforo stated , was 
Divine, Angelic, and Spiritual, and he contracted weak
nesses like those of men in gen era l; weaknesses th a t 
affected his external man. B ut, because of his inner 
perfection, he had constant intercourse w ith spirits and 
angels, and communication w ith the D ivinity, “ Jehovah ,” 
the I  AM, and had ability, in infancy and childhood, 
for learn ing , “ beyond every other m an.”  Ib id , 1414, 
1464,1791. Of him , as of Siddartlia, the  teacher m ight 
»ay:

"  T l i o u . . . a r t  t e a c h e r  of t h y  te a c h e r s ,— t h o u  n o t  I ,
A r t  G u ru .  O h ,  I  w o r s h ip  th ee ,  sw e e t  P r i n c e !
T h a t  c o m e t | )  to m y  school o n ly  to  show  
T h o u  k ' .o w es t  all  w i th o u t  th o  books,  a n d  k n o w e s t  

• V o ir  r e v e r e n c e  b e s id e s .”

not the only characteristic  of the child Jo su s ; he h ad  
also pow er to overcome spiritual tem ptation , and  to 
subjugate “  the m ost direful hells, where all are  sensual 
which power is not innate  iu children, and hence they 
are not tem pted. A. E . 918. As he grew to m anhood 
he saw the causes of all th a t presented itself, to  his 
senses, and  was uot misled by appearances. H a  
though t from w ithin, from the divine in himself, an d  
not from w ithout, from the m atters of the  senses. I a  
th is lay an  im portan t distinction between him and  all 
o ther men. H e received instruction  as another m an, 
bu t his reception of wisdom differed from tha t of o ther 
men in the degree th a t his love was infinitely g rea te r. 
The intensity , and  perfection of his love, is seen in th is, 
th a t it was not like the love of men in general, confined 
to a p a rt of S elf: his own person, family, aud property , 
bu t extended to the whole human race. H e saw himself 
to be, not an isolated entity , bu t a part of the  W h o le ; 
and hence he loved the W hole ; and hence also h is 
apparen t harshness and w ant of affection. M atthew xii. 
48, 49. M ark x. 29. L uke ii. 49 ; xiv. 26. Jo h n  ii. 4. 
A. 0 . 1902, 1901, 1911, 2500.

By degrees he “  put off” the body taken  on th rough  
the V irgin, and “ pu t on” a body from the  ' ‘ F a th e r .1'  
For in proportion as he overcame, or ra ther, “ cast ou t”  
the im perfection of the undivine manhood assum ed, d id  
he bring dovn , from w ithin, the perfection of th e  
“ F a th e r” in its  place. H is object in coming into the  
world of natu ral souse, was to teach and to make him self 
divine, without, as within ; for, th a t the  D iviuity  m ay 
dwell in the N atural M anhood, it is necessary tha t this 
be made divine, since “  Divine Love agrees no t 
w ith any form bu t a Divine.”  A. 0 . 4724-6872. H e made 
the assumed manhood divine by u tte r  disregard  of tha 
“ comforts of life,” “ civilization,’'an d  “ religion,” and by a 
firm will, d irected  toward tlio Suprem e Being. “  P rayer 
and fasting ,’’strong  desire and abstinence froaa gross food, 
and from large quantities of food of any kind, wero po ten t 
means in the “ glorification’’ of the N atural M anhood. 
M any passages from Sw edenborg m ight be cited to show 
th a t the air, for instance, contains an immense supply of 
nourishm ent accessible to him th a t knows how to ex trac t 
it. lu  one placa lie says : “  ivltat m an’s spirit loves, the
blood has an appetite  fo r___ and draws up in  breathing.’’
I). L. IV. 420-423. By his will and practices Jesus d is
lodged all inherited spiritual and natural im purities aud 
replaced them  by inner, divino substance, and henco it 
is declared th a t “ He pu t off tho manhood taken from tha 
mother, which m itself was like the manhood of another 
man and thus m aterial, and put on a manhood from the 
Father, which in itself was like his D ivinity, aud thus 
substan tia l.” The Lord, 35.

In  this process an interm ediate step had to be taken, the  
assumed manhood could not a t once be displaced by a 
Divine Manhood, but had first to bo made “  new,” or 
“ holy.” D ivinity is predicablo of the Suprem e Being, 
inasmuch as it exists only in H im  ; whereas holiness is 
predicable of this Divinity as it exists, in finite creatures ; 
angels, sp irits, and m en ; thus of D ivinity made finite, 
or b rought doivn to the  com prehension of finite beings. 
A . C. 4559, 5249.

The following diagram  will show tha t the assumed 
N atural M anhood, “ the H um an Decree,” had to bo made 
“  new” or “ holy,”  S p iritual and  Angelic, beforo it  could 
be made Divine.

The Microuranos

7. The Divine Degree. > 
The Angelic Degree.

ho Spiritual Degreo. 
Tha H um an Degree.

The Microcosm

( 6 . T
-5 5. T
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(.1- T
B ut the  ability  to learn beyond o ther children, waa The “ new ness,” or the

The Animal Degree. ■ 
The Vegetable Degree. 
The Miueral Degreo.

“ holiness” touched, as  wa



shall se e  presently , not only the H um an Degree, bu t 
alsd the  Animal, the V egetable, and tlie M in era l; for the 
la tte r  degrees, or, if you please, kingdom s (there  are 
seven  kingdom s : th ree  “ below,”  and fo u r1' above” ), are 
iilso to be found in the Microcosm, called Man. V- L . W. 
319. T. G■ R . 604. The expulsion of the  spiritual and 
n a tu ra l im purities, and the ir replacem ent by divine 
substance, involved labour and suffering, and the further 
he  advanced, tlie greater the labour became, and the more 
te rrib le  the suffering. “  H e fo ugh t,” says Swedenborg ;
?f and iu bis own power, against the hells.” A . U. 2815, 
604L

A s it would be unbecoming in an ape to call a man,
"  b ro th e r,”  so it  would be unbecom ing in a man to call 
Je su s , “  b ro th e r ;” for the distance between the la tte r 
is  as g rea t as the distance between the  former. The 
Divine Degree, the Human, an d th e  A nim al, are discrim i
n ated  degrees iu the scale of descent from the  Suprem e 
B eing, and should not be confounded. A. E. 746.

T he work of “ g lo rifica tion /’ by which is m eant a 
m aking divine, began from  within. The Angelic Degree 
in him was first made divine, then the S p iritual, and 
lastly  the Human and the degrees “ below.” B ut each 
degree below tho Divine had to pass th rough the in te r
m ediate degrees, or, had to be elevated to a level with 
them , before it could be made Divine. To illustrate : 
th e  Mineral Degree had to undergo five changes, corres
ponding to the  five degrees above it, before it could 
be “ glorified.’’ The process was evolutive. W hen tho 
L ord  Jesus appeared in the W oi Id of N atural Sense, 
h e  had the good quality of every degree above the 
H um an, and hence we are told th a t, "  H e was in the sta te  
(of life) th a t man reaches by regeneration  ;” wliich is a 
E tateof “ love to G odand charity  tow ard the neighbour,” 
a  sta te  of life uncommon am ong men, and H e had but to 
m ake these angelic and spiritual qualities Divine. A. G. 
5663, 6720.

The process of “ glorification” continued w ithout 
in terrup tion  from his descent from the “ F a th e r’’ to his 
ascent to  “ H im ,” bu t became with each downward step 
m ore and more difficult, because of the dire tem ptations 
by the  "w orld , the flesh, and the devil.’’ The “ w orld” 
tem pted  him ill the wilderness : Tho enemy said, all
those th ings [possession and worship of men] will 1 give 
theo, if p rostrating  thou will worship m e.” Tlie “  flesh” 
tem pted  him in Gethsemane : “ the S pirit indeed is will
i n g ,  b u t the Flesh is w e a k ...........0 ,  my F ather, if it  can
n o t  be th a t this cup be removed ; if I  m ust d riu k  it ,— 
th y  W ill be done.” The “ devil” tem pted him  on the 
c r o s s  : " my God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me ?”

B ut these tem ptations, although dire, were e x te rn a l; 
there  were others, more dire, because internal, of which 
tbe external were but fa in t echoes. The dorm ant selfhood 
of the angels in tho heavens (Devachan) became active 
and tem pted his In ternal Man (A. G. 4306); the  selfhood 
of the  spirits in the W orld  of Spirits (Kamaloca) tem pted 
liis R ational m an; the selfhood of men in the  N atural W orld  
tem pted liis external Man, and the in ternals in the  H ells 
(Avitchi) tem pted his Sensual-Corporeal M an, and 
incited men to mangle his Physical Man. “ Tbe cruci
fixion,” says Swedenborg, “ was the last and  most direful 
tem ptation .”

W e come now to an in teresting , bu t hard ly  com pre
hensible teaching of our A uthor. He says the  Lord 
Jesus mado his Physical Man divine, and rose with it 
in to  the world of spirits, and thus left no th ing  
in the sep u lch re ; so th a t be was not a “ sp irit” 
in  th a t world, bu t a Divine M an, yet not fully “  one with 
th e  F a th e r,”  for he did not become “ one w ith the 
F a th e r ,” until the tim e of the  “ Ascension.”

"  'l 'he L o r d  m a d e  t h e  a c tu a l  b o d i ly  p a r t  i t s e l f  in  h im  D iv in e ,  
b o t h  h is  m a t t e r s  of  se n se  a n d  t h e  r e c e iv e r s  ; on  w h ich  a c c o u n t  
a l s o  he  ro se  w i th  t h e  body  f ro m  t h e  g r a v e . ”  A. G. 5078.

“ T h e  L o rd  ro se  a g a in  w i th  t h e  w holo  bo d y  t h a t  h e  h a d  in t h e
W o r l d ,  d i f f e r e n t l y  f r o m  o t h e r  m e n , ............... f o r  h e  l e f t  n o t h i n g  i a  t h e
grave.” Ib id ,  10252. “  H e  w as a  m an  in  p o in t of flesh a n d  bones,’

H e  rose  f ro m  t h e  g r a v e  w i th  h is  w h o le  bod y  t h a t  h e  hnd in th e  
w o r ld  ; n o r  d id  h e  l e a v e  a n y t h i n g  in  t h e  g r a v e . ” T. C. R ■ 109.

“  H e  rose  a g a i n  w i th  h i s  w h o le  b o d y  ; fo r  h e  le f t  n o th in g  in
t h e  g r a v e ..................A n d ,  a l t h o u g h  he was a  m a n  a s  to  flesh a n d
boriee, s t i l l  ho e n t e r e d  t h r o u g h  c losed  d o o rs  ........T h e  case is
o th e rw is e  w i th  e v e ry  m a n ,  fo r  h e  r i se s  a g a in  a n d  on ly  a s  to t h e  
S p i r i t ,  a n d  n o t  a s  to  t h e  [ p h y s i c a l ]  body:”  A . C. 10825. H eavenly  
D octrine  286. L a s t Ju dgm en t 21.

“  N o  m a n  r i se s  a g a in  w i t h  t h e  [ p h y s ic a l ]  bod y  w ith  w hich  he 
h a s  b e e n  e n c o m p a s s e d  in  t h e  W o r l d  ; b u t  t h a t  t h e  L o rd  a lone  
d id  j a n d  th i s ,  b e c a u s e  h e  g lo r i f i e d  h is  body, or  m a d e  i t  D iv iu e ,  
w h i le  in  t h e  W o r l d . ”  A . G. 5078.

“ H i s  b o d y  n o w  [ a t  t h e  R e s u r r e c t i o n ]  w as  n o t  m a te r i a l ,  b n t  
s u b s t a n t i a l  a n d  d iv in e  ; t h e r e fo r e ,  he  c a m e  in  t o  t h e  d isc ip le s  
w h i le  t h e  d o o r s  w e re  s h u t . ”  The Lord  35.

Swedenborg says th a t the  "g lo rified ”  m aterial body 
of the Lord Jesus was invisible to m aterial ey es ; th a t 
the disciples saw him w ith the ir “ spiritual eyes.” M ary, 
with one degree of spiritual sigh t open, supposes the 
risen Jesus to be the “  G ardener,” bu t with a second 
degree open, salutes him, “ Teacher.” John  xx. 15, 10. 
Two disciples, with one decree of spiritual sigh t open, 
suppose him a “ s tran g er,”  b u t with a second degree 
open, know him. Lulce xxiv. 13-32. A . C. 1954. 
Gontinuat. Last Judgm ent. 34, so th a t, although tho 
Lord Jesus rose w ith the  whole body, “ with flesh and 
bones,” there was no th ing  m aterial “ about him, and 
hence he was not visible to physical sight. He conti
nued to appear to his disciples until the  time of hia 
“ ascension,” or his full union with the “ F a th e r,”  since 
th a t event he has frequently  made himself visible to 
the  inner sigh t of men and spirits. On one occasion 
to Sw edenborg, when in company with spirits from the 
E arth , who had seen the. Lord  Jesus in the flesh, aud 
with spirits from Ju p ite r  and M ercury. H e says : “ The 
Sun appeared agnin, and iu the m idst of it, the  Lord 
[Jesus] g irded  round w ith a solar ring .” A . G. 7173, 
8553. E. U. 40, 65. '

This is a brief sketch of the ' ‘glorification” of the 
assumed manhood of the Lord Jesus. I t  is the exoterio 
view of it. The esoteric may be inferred from  the next 
concluding article of th is series, in which the profound - 
est teaching of Sw edenborg will be outlined. .

,-----» ----

P R A C T IC A L  S U G G E ST IO N S .
I. There is in man a soul, which is immortal.

I I .  M an’s soul a tta ins its fruition th rough  a long 
series of successive lives upou earth .

I I I .  M an’s every action re-acts npon himself. H e is 
his own creator, his own saviour, his own destroyer.

IV . Since no two men in the whole universe aro 
identical, every man is absolutely necessary to the infi
n ite  perfection of the whole, aud is so in virtue of that 
elem ent, which m akes him individual, which differenti
ates him from all o ther men. A thorough realisation of 
this tru th  leads to the fourth  of our fundam ental ideas, 
S incerity— sincerity absolute and complete ia thought, 
speech and action. T hat the perfection of the whole and 
of each individual may be realised, every man must 
realise all the possibilities which lia in himself. This 
can be done only through sincerity. For if a mau yields 
himself a slave to the  opinion or wishes of another, if he 
guide his conduct by the ir standards, not following with 
sincerity  his own conscience, (the h ighest ligh t and 
reason w ithin him), bu t obeying blindly the will of 
o thers, how then  shall he realise the purpose of his being, 
how fulfil the  law of his existence ? A  man is, only 
because in  him exists som ething, which no o ther man 
has, and unless he strive to  be sincere (i. e., to bfe 
himself) how shall th ere  be realised or expressed iii 
h im , th a t by which he is a man ? I t  is our duty, there
fore, both to strive ourselves, and to lead others to strive 
to  follow sincerely the  d icta tes of the  true individual 
nature , neither those of the heart alone, nor of the 
in tellect alone, .but ra th e r the guidance of true reason, 
the ligh t of the  soul.



V. B ut for such sincerity to  be possible, there must 
be perfec t tolerance of each for all. To act, speak aud 
th in k  as I  sincerely feel to be righ t, I  m ust of course 
concede the same righ t to others. H ence the last and 
widest of those ideas, which we call “ Theosophy,” and 
which we desire both to express in our own lives and to 
im press upou others, is perfect, ungrudg ing , unreserved 
toleration. For sincerity and loving toleration form the 
only basis of a Universal Brotherhood of M ankind, tha t 
is possible upon earth . Such toleration does not imply 
Uiat we should sit s till and do nothing, when wo see men 
acting  in a way likely to produce unhappiness, but it 
does mean th a t, while try ing  to do our best to prevent 
these evil consequencos, we should neither blame others 
nor wish to hinder them  from acting and th ink ing  free
ly, because tho result of th e ir deeds calls for action on 
our part, wliich we would ra ther have avoided. Nor 
would such sincerity and toleration lead to an isolation 
of though t and life in individuals. On the contrary 
they would produce the g rea test activ ity  of oach and the 
h ighest perfection of the  whole. As in the outer world 
chemical elemonts combine only according to their affini
ties,soin the innerw orld though ts and emotions are govern
ed by a corresponding law. I f  we lay our sincere convic
tions und emotions before our fellow men, they  will pro
duce the ir appropriate results with th a t unerring cer
tainty, which belongs to the  operation of natural laws. 
I t  is a pure materialism  to feel irritation • or d isappoint
ment. a t the absence of the physical results we desired. 
Canses m ust needs produce their appropriate effects, 
although we of lim ited intelligence may not foresee their 
actual form. Therefore is absence of desire the highest 
wisdom. B ut what should be the  standard  of our con
duct ? If  e tern ity  exist a t all, it exists in ovory moment 
of time. Thus when a man does w hat ho sincerely be
lieves (in the lig h t of the h ighest reason th a t is in him) 
to be the best a t any moment, it follows th a t his action 
is indeed the best for all eternity . A nd when its subse
quent results would seem to us undesirable, our duty is 
to act accordingly and not to blame the man because ho 
did not a t first so act, as to save us the trouble of acting 
now. A nd the actor himself m ust rem em ber tha t if 
each act is best for tho moment, then has he followed 
the  E ternal Good, although no act in itself had tho im
possible perfection of relieving us from perpetual acti
vity, consequent upon tho recognition of the necessity 
of supplem entary acts, as effect a fter effect of the origi
nal act unfolds itself. I t  m atters no t th a t  we cannot 
foresee all the  results of our conduct. W lm t is best can 
bu t produce tho best. These then— Im m ortality , R ein
carnation, K arm a, Sincerity and Toleration— are the 
ideas wliich form the core, the very essence of Theoso
phy. These ideas it is our duty  to spread abroad in tlio 
world, to impress upon men, and to realise in our lives. 
B ut it is not enough to grasp  them  w ith the intellect 
alone. They must become p a rt of our nature, penetrate 
ns through and through, and find expression in our 
every though t and action, if we are to bo Theosophists 
in deed, as well as in word. I f  we desire to im press others 
with them, we must live iu them ourselves and mould our 
lives into harm ony with them. Hence the true  work of 
nil Theosophists, who are not conten t to be merely 
members of tho Thoosopliical Society, seems to lio in 
attempting- to live fives in harm ony with these ideas, 
aided in so doing by each o ther’s m utual support and 
sympathy. Thus th e  Theosophist ough t to apply 
himself ra th e r  to the infinitely im portant task  of realis
ing th a t ideal of a h igher life, w ithout the  realisation of 

\ which in its m idst the society itself can nover be any- 
j th ing  more than  a dead and lifeless mass. The Socicty, 

we are convinced, is capable of fulfilling th is noblo 
purpose. B ut how far it could l e practically  realised is 
dependent upon the personal and united exertion of us 
all.

. N .  C .

T H E  T H E O S O P H IC A L  M O VEM EN T.
A  Paper read at an Open Meeting o fth e  London Lodge, 

on lhe 10th June, 1885.

B y  M r .  A .  P. S i n n e t t .

T h e  Theosophical M ovem ent in th is country has 
natu rally  been m isunderstood, outside the circle of per
sons earnestly  working at it, for within th a t circle even 
the objects pursued were bu t cloudily peroeived a t 
first. W onderful occurrences have been associated w ith 
the movement, and thes9 havo attracted  atten tion— 
either to be scornfully ridiculed or too enthusiastically  
proclaim ed—in a way which has confused public under
stand ing  of the  questions really a t issue. Patiently  
engaged on tlrese m eanwhile, Theosophists have pene
tra ted  regions of though t in which they are quite beyond 
the  reach of all discussion concerning psychic phenomena. 
These may have first s ta rted  some of the European pio
neers of the p resen t movement on the path  of inquiry 
they have followed, bu t th is inquiry has led to results, the 
value of which may now be recognized w ithout reference 
to the circum stances which gave rise to their discovery. 
A bridge once built is a bridge, no m atter w hether tho 
scaffolding used in its construction was well or irreg u 
larly pu t together. T hat consideration explains the 
callous indifference of advanced Theosophists to all 
a ttacks which endeavour to  d iscredit persous associated 
with the movement. A p art from reasons they may have 
for d istrusting  such a ttack s on their own m erits, they 
cannot be argued out of the consciousness th a t thoy 
stand on th e ir in te llectual bridge-, and can cross by its 
means to a new realm  of knowledge. Their opponents 
may declare th a t bad tim ber was pu t into the cen tering  
it was originally bu ilt upon ; bu t the bridge stands none 
the less, and processions of peoplo are begiuuing to pass 
over it.

Iu  o ther words, the views of N ature and human desti
nies which Theosophists are enabled to take , are too 
satisfactory to the mind and too harm onious with all 
previous kuowledge to be relinquished when once they 
are fairly com prehended. This is why the Theosophical 
Society in Europo is a grow ing body in spite of having 
been launched here under circum stances which rendered 
it an easy m ark  for sa tire . L ast year was ouly the 
second th a t has elapsed siuco the Society in London took 
a new departure  from its original policy as a private 
association of persons who merely Jwped for certain 
results. These have now been atta ined  in a considerable 
measure, and the Society courts public exam ination of 
the principles it lias worked out. My presen t object is 
to sot these forth in broad outlines, and beforo doing so
I need only take  one precaution. Theosophy cannot bo 
expressed in hard  and fast dogma. Ju s t as tho Society 
itself is the  em bodim ent of the principle of Tolerance—■ 
asking from its m em bers no th ing  bu t an open mind in 
the pursuit of tru th , and  leaving them perfectly free to 
adhere to any religion they profess on the single assum p
tion th a t they will recognize the hum an brotherhood 
which underlies a ll—so tho system of thought which 
Theosophists speak of as the Esoteric doctrine is no 
dogm atic creed to be learned by rote and acccptcd. The 
Esoteric doctrino in its theoretical perfection would be 
omniscience concerning tho operations of naturo. All 
tha t finite hum an faculties on the presont plane of huinau 
evolution oan a tta in  to is a presentation of the Esoteric 
doc trine ; a conception of tho general scheme of th ings 
as visible from the standpoint of this physical life. So 
when, for convenience’ sake, I may employ some such 
phrase as “  Theosophy teaches”  tins or tha t, th e  words 
m ust only be understood to refer to aspects of the tru th  
as recommending them selves a t present to the general 
body of Theosophical students, bu t open always to 
expansion and revision, not in the sense of being liablo 
to  ultim ate surrender as erroneous, bu t as subject to  a 
process of spiritualization which continually elevates and 
illum inates all sound principles of Esoteric th ink ing  in  
niiuds thut aro steadily b en t upon them.



Ifc i s  c h i e f l y  b o c a u s e  t h e  E s o f c e r i c  d o c t r i n e ,  t o  b e g i n  
w i t h ,  t h u g  s p i r i t u a l i z e s  a n d  i l l u m i n a t e s  t h o  w h o l e  t h e o r y  
o f  Evolution,  t h a t  i t  i s  b o r n e  i n  o u  t h e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  
w h i c h  g r a s p s  s o t n o  o f  i t s  c e n t r a l  i d e a s  w i t h  s u c h  i r r e s i s t 
i b l e  f o r c e .  I u  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h o  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t l i e  
h u m a n  r a c o  a s  a  w h o l e ,  i t  p r o v i d e s  u s  w i t h  a  t h e o r y  w h i c h  
d o e s ,  f o r  t h o  s o u l ,  w h a t  t h e  f a m i l i a r  t h e o r y  o f  e v o l u t i o n  
d o e s  f o r  t l i o  b o d y .  I t  a c c o u n t s  f o r  i t .  A c c o u n t s  f o r  i t ,  
l o t  m e  h a s t e n  t o  a d d ,  i n  a  s e n s e  w h i o h  n o o d  n o t  o f f e n d  
r e l i g i o u s  f e e l i n g ,  a n y  m o r e  t h a n  t h a t  i s  h u r t  b y  p h y s i c a l  
d i s c o v e r y  w h i c l i  i n t e r p r e t s  t h e  m e t h o d s  b y  w h i c h  t h o  
o r i g i n a l  D i v i n e  i m p u l s e  w o r k s .  W e  l i a v o  l o n g  b e o n  u s e d  
t o  t h e  n o t i o n  t h a t  o n  t h e  p h y s i c a l  p l a n e  t h o  D i v i n e  i m p u l s e  
o p e r a t e s  t h r o u g h  l a w .  T h e o s o p h y  t e a c h e s  u s  t o  t r a n s f e r  
t h i s  c o n c l u s i o n  t o  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  p i a n o  a l s o .  B y  t h o  l i g h t  
oE t l i o  E s o t e r i c  d o c t r i n o ,  w e  c a n  t r a c e  a n d  f o l l o w  i n  
i m a g i n a t i o n  t l i e  e v o l u t i o n  o f  a n  i n d i v i d u a l  s o u l ,  j u s t  a s  
w o  c a n  t h a t  o f  a  p h y s i c a l  b o d i l y  t y p e  b y  t h o  l i g h t  o f  
m o d e r n  b i o l o g y .  A n d  w o  f i n d  t h a t  w h e r e a s  t h e r e  i s  n o  
c o n t i n u o u s  i n d i v i d u a l i t y  o f  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  i n  t h o  l i n o  o f  
s n o c e s s i o n  a l o n g  b o d i l y  f o r m s ,  t h e r o  in e x a c t l y  t h a t  
p e r m a n e n t  i n d i v i d u a l i t y  a l o n g  t h e  o n e  t h r e a d  o f  s p i r i t u a l  
e v o l u t i o n .  P r o m  t l i e  p e r i o d  w h e n ,  e m e r g i n g  f r o m  l o w e r  
k i n g d o m s  o f  N a t u r o ,  a n d  e n t e r i n g  h u m a n i t y ,  t h e  n e w l y  
e v o l v e d  s o u l  i s  d i s t i n c t l y  i n v e s t e d  w i t h  s e l f - c o n s c i o u s n e s s ,  
i t s  i d e n t i t y ,  t h o u g h  u n d e r g o i n g  m a n y  t r a n s m u t a f c i o u s ,  i s  
n<Jver l o s t .  I t s  p r o g r e s s  m a y  c a r r y  i t  t h r o u g h  a  p r o l o n g e d  
s e r i e s  o f  t r a n s i t i o n s  f r o m  o n e  s t a t e  o f  b e i n g  t o  a u o t h e r ,  
a n d  r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  s p e c i f i c  e v e n t s  m a y  f a d e a w a y  a s  t i m e  
p a s s e s ,  b u t  t h o  a c c u m u l a t e d  c o s m i o  v a l u e  o f  i t s  e x p e r i -  
d j i M S  n o v e r  f a d e s  a w a y ,  a n d  t h i s  i s  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  g r o w t h  
w l i i c h  o o n s t i t u f c e s  t h e  h i g h e r  k i n d  o f  e v o l u t i o n .  A r e  t h e  
o t h e r  s t a t e s  o f  b e i n g  w h i c h  a l t e r n a t e ,  f o r  a  h u m a n  s o u l ,  
w i t h  t h i s ,  a s  s u m m e r  a n d  w i n t e r  a l t e r n a t e ,  o r  d a y  a n d  
n i g h t , — u n f a t l m m a b l o  a n d  h y p o t h e t i c a l  f o r  11s  ? B y  110 
m o a n s ,  b e c a u s o  a b n o r m a l  s e n s e s  m a y ,  u n d e r  c e r t a i n  
c o n d i t i o n s , b o  a w a k o n e d  i n  l i v i n g  m e n  w h i c h  r e n d e r  o t h e r  
s t a t e s  o f  e x i s t e n c e  p e r c e p t i b l e  t o  t h e m  b e s i d e s  t h i s  o f  
t l i o  p h y s i c a l  i n c a r n a t i o n .  B u t  t h e  a c c e p t a b i l i t y  o f  t h o  
E s o t e r i c  d o c t r i n e  i n  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  a l t e r n a t o  p a s s a g e  o f  
h u m a n  e n t i t i e s  t h r o u g h  t h e  p h y s i c a l  a n d  s p i r i t u a l  s t a t e s  
d o e s  n o t  r e s t  m e r e l y  011 Lhe a s s u r a n c o  o f  t h o s o  w h o s e  f i n e r  
Bouses a r e  a l i v e  t o  b o t h  c o n d i t i o n s  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y .  T h o  
v i e w  o f  t h i n g s  t h u s  a f f o r d e d  m i g h t  n o t  h a v e  b e e n  i n f e r r e d  
f r o m  t h o  s e t  o f  d i s j o i n t e d  p h y s i c a l  f a c t s  b e f o r o  u s  a l l ,  
b u t ,  o n c o  o b s e r v e d  a n d  d e s c r i b e d ,  i t  i s  s e e n  t o  f i t  i n  w i t h  
t h i s  d i s  j o i n t e d  s e r i e s ,  n n d  t o  r e c o n c i l e  w i t h  o u r  i n s t i n c t , i v o  
s e n s o  o f  j u s t i c e  m a n y  o f  t h e  o t h e r w i s e  i n s o l u b l e  p r o b l e m s  
w h i c h  t h e  p a i n f u l  r i d d l e  o f  t h e  e a r t h  p r e s e n t s .

F o r  t l i e  l a w  o f  c a u s e  a n d  e f f e c t  w h i c h  w e  r e c o g n i z o  a s  
i n v a r i a b l e  i n  m e c h a n i c s ,  i s  not o u t r a g e d  o n  t h e  h i g h e r  
p i a n o  o f  N a t u r e ’s  a c t i v i t y .  A s  e a c h  m o r e  o r  l e s s  m o r a l l y  
r e s p o n s i b l e  h u m a n  e n t i t y  a d v a n c e s  a l o n g  i t s  e p i c y c l i c  
p a t h ,  i t  c a n  n e v e r  b o  e x e m p t  f r o m  t h e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  i t s  
o w n  a c t s .  T h a t  s p i r i t u a l  e x i s t e n c e  i n t o  w h i c h  f o r  a  t i m o  
i t  p a s s e s  a t  t h e  t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  a n y o n e  p h y s i c a l  l i f e  i s  t h o  
i n e v i t a b l e  e x p r e s s i o n ,  011 t h a t  p l a n e ,  o f  t h e  c a u s e s  s e t  i n  
o p e r a t i o n  h e r e — t h e m s e l v e s ,  o t  c o u r s e ,  i n f l u e n c e d  i n  a  
l a r g o  d e g r e e  b y  t l i o  p r e c e d i n g  a c c u m u l a t i o n  o f  c a u s e s  
g a t h e r o d  l i p  f r o m  f o r m e r  l i v e s .  N o r  d o  t h e y  c o m e  t o  a n  
e n d , — t h e y  a r o  m e r e l y  w o r k e d  o u t  a n d  r i p e n e d , — in  t h e -  
s p i r i t u a l  e x i s t e n c e .  W h e n  t h e  f o r c e s  w h i c h  h a v e  g i v e n  
r i s o  t o  t h a t  p h a s e  o f  e x i s t e n c e  f o r  t l i o  p a r t i c u l a r  e n t i t y  
c o u c e r n e d  a r e  e x h a u s t e d ,  t h e  g e n e r a l  c y c l i c  m o m e n t u m  
w h i c l i  i s  t h o  p r i m a r y  l a w  o f  i t s  b e i n g ,  r e a s s e r t s  i t s e l f ,  a n d  
t h e  s o u l  i s  b o r n e  o n  a g a i n  i n t o  a  f r e s h  p h y s i c a l  i n c a r n a 
t i o n ,  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  w h i c h  i s  t l i e  e x a c t  e x p r e s s i o n  

o n  t h e  p h y s i c a l  p i a n o  a g a i n ,  o f  t h o  s u r v i v i n g  a f f i n i t i e s  
c a r r i e d  o v e r  f r o m  t l i o  l a s t  b i r t h .  T h i s  l a w  o f  e x i s t s  
e n c o  i s  r e f e r r e d  t o  i n  B u d d h i s t  a n d  B r a h m i n i c a l  
p h i l o s o p h y  a s  t l i o  d o c t r i n e  o f  K a r m a ,  w h i c h  b e w i l d e r 
e d  s t u d e n t s  o f  e n t a n g l e d  e x o t e r i c  p r e s e n t a t i o n s  o f  
t h o s e  s y s t e m s  o f t e n  g r e a t l y  m i s a p p r e h e n d ,  e v e n  t o  t h e  
e x t e n t  o f  r e g a r d i n g  K a r m a  a s  a  m y s t i c  n a m e  f o r  t h e  s o u l  
i t s e l f .  A  s o u l ’ s  K a r m a  i s  i t s  a c c u m u l a t e d  s u m  o f  a f f i n i 
t i e s  a t  a n y  g i v e n  t i m e ,  t h e s e  b e i n g  s u b j e c t  t o  m o d i f i c a 
t i o n  d n r i u g  o v e r y  f r e s h  l i f e .

A  c o r r e c t  a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  t h e  d o c t r i n e  o f  K a r m a  
r e d u c e s  t o  h a r m o n y  a n d  r e c o n c i l e s  w i t h  j u s t i c e  s o m e  o f  
t h e  m o s t  e x a s p e r a t i n g  p h e n o m e n a  o f  h u m a n  l i f e ,  a n d  
w h i l e  t h u s  g i v i n g  u s  a  c l u e  t o  t h e  c o m p r e h e n s i o n  o f  t h o  
w o r l d  w i t h  a l l  i t s  v a r y i n g  s t a t e s  o f  s u f f e r i n g  a n d  e n j o y 
m e n t ,  i t  d o e s  n o t ,  a s  m i g h t  b e  i m a g i n e d  a t  t h e  f i r s t  
g l a n c e ,  s u p e r i n d u c e  a  c a l l o u s  i n d i f f e r e n c e ,  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  
t h o s o  w h o  a r o  h a p p i l y  c i r c u m s t a n c e d  i u  l i f e ,  f o r  t h e  
s o r r o w s  o f  t h o  l e s s  f o r t u n a t e .  F o r  K a r i n a  ( a p a r t  f r o m  
h i g h e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  w h i c h  t h o  E s o t e r i c  d o c t r i n e  b r i n g s  
i n t o  p l a y  i n  o t h e r  w a y s )  w o u l d  i n e x o r a b l y  v i s i t  w i t h  

p e n a l t i o s ,  w h i c h  s e l f i s h n e s s  w o u l d  a n x i o u s l y  a v e r t  i f  ifc 
k n e w  w h a t  i t  w a s  a b o u t ,  t h e  e n t i t y  w h i c h  d u r i n g  i t s  o w n  
p e r i o d s  o f  e n j o y m e n t  n e g l e c t s  t h e  c u l t i v a t i o n  o f  s y m 
p a t h y  w i t h  i t s  k i n d .  A n d  t h u s  t h o  d o c t r i n e  l e a d s ,  l i k e  
e v e r y  o t h e r  p a t h w a y  o f  o c c u l t  m e t a p h y s i c s ,  t o  t h o  
s u p r e m e  c e n t r a l  i d e a  o f  u n s e l f i s h n e s s ,  a s  t h e  g o a l  o f  
h u m a n  o v u l u t i o n .  T h e  i n t u i t i o n s  o f  p r o f o u n d  t h i n k e r s ,  
a n d  o f  a l l  m o r a l i s t s  e n t i t l e d  t o  t h e  n a m e ,  h a v o  g i v e n  r i s e  
t o  t h e  a f f i r m a t i o n  o f  a  g r e a t  m a n y  e t h i c a l  p r e c e p t s  w h i c h  
m e n  h a v e  a c c e p t e d  w i t h o u t  a l w a y s  b r i n g i n g  t h e m  w i t h i n  
t h e  a r e a  o f  w i d e r  g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s  ; a n d  t h e  n o t i o n  o f  l i v i n g  
f o r  t h e  s a k e  o f  o t h e r s ,  a s  a  b e a u t i f u l  i d e a  a d a p t e d  t o  t h e  
m o r a l  s e n s i b i l i t y  o f  a d v a n c e d  c i v i l i z a t i o n ,  i s  c e r t a i n l y  n o t  
a n  o r i g i n a l  d i s c o v e r y  o f  t h e  m o d e r n  T h e o s o p h i c a l  m o v e 
m e n t .  B u t  j u s t  a s  t h e  E s o t e r i c  d o c t r i n o  a c c o u n t s  f o r  t h e  
s o u l ,  a s  a  p h e n o m e n o n  o f  t h o  w o r l d ,  i n  t h o  s e n s o  t h a t  i t  
t r a c e s  b a c k  f o r  a  l o n g  w a y  t h o  w o r k i n g  o f  N a t u r e  w h i c h  
h a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  i t  011 t h e  s t a g e  o f  e v o l u t i o n  w e  h a v e  
r e a c h e d ,  s o  d o e s  t h e  t e a c h i n g  o f  T h e o s o p h y  s u p p l y  un  

w i t h  a n  i n t e l l i g i b l e  raison d'etre f o r  e t h i c a l  p r i n c i p l e s  
s o m e t i m e s  t r e a t e d  a s  u l t i m a t e  f a c t s  o f  h u m a n  c o n s c i o u s 
n e s s  ; f o r  t h e  p i c t u r e  i t  d i s c l o s e s  t o  11s  o f  t h o  h i g h e r  
s t a t e s  o f  s p i r i t u a l  e x i s t e n c o  i n t r o d u c e s  u s  t o  a  v e r y  
s u b t l e  a n d  b e a u t i f u l  c o n c e p t i o n .  T h a t  e x t r e m e  s e p a r a t i o n  
o f  i n d i v i d u a l i t i e s  w h i c h  i s  b r o u g h t  a b o u t  b y  p h y s i c a l  
i n c a r n a t i o n  i s  o n l y  a n  a t t r i b u t e  o f  e x i s t e n c e  o n  t h i s  p l a n e  
o f  N a t u r e .  O n  t.he h i g h e r  s p i r i t u a l  p l a n e s  t h e r e  i s  a  f a c u l t y  
w h i c h  o n l y  o u r  d e e p e r  i n t u i t i o n s  d u r i n g  p h y s i c a l  l i f e  c a n  
e n a b l e  u s  t o  r e a l i z e , — a  f a c u l t y  o f  s h a r i n g  c o n s c i o u s n e s s .  
T h i s  i d e a  b r i n g s  u s  i n  c o n t a c t  w i t h  a  o . i s c o n c e p t i o n  o f  
E a s t e r n  p h i l o s o p h y  c o m m o n  a m o n g  E s o t e r i c  s t u d e n t s ,  
but.  e v e n  m o r o  d i s a s t r o u s  t h a n  t h e  m i s t a k e  a b o u t  K a r m a  
r e f e r r e d  t o  a b o v e .  P e o p l e  h a v e  s o m e t i m e s  f a n c i e d  t h a t  
B u d d h i s t  t e a c h i n g  i n c u l c a t e s  a  d e s i r e  f o r  a  m e r g e n c e  m 
D i v i n i t y ,  i n  t h e  u u i v e r s a l  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  o r  w h a t e v e r  
n a m o  m a y  b e  u s e d ,  w h i c h  i s  e q u i v a l e n t  Nt o  i n d i v i d u a l  
a n n i h i l a t i o n ,  f t  i s  a n  a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  n e w  k i n d s  a n d  n o t  
a  f o r f e i t u r e  o f  o l d  k i n d s  o f  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  t h a t ,  i s  c o n t e m 
p l a t e d  a s  t h e  u l t i m a t e  c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  h u m a n  p e r f e c t i o n .  
W e  n e e d  n o t  a t t e m p t  i n  i m a g i n a t i o n  t o  p u r s u e  t h i s  n e w  
c o n s c i o u s n e s s  b e y o n d  i m a g i n a b l e  l i m i t s ,  b u t  w i t h  th e  
h d p  o f  t h o  E s o t e r i c  t e a c h i n g  w e  a r e  e n a b l e d  t o  r e a l i z e  
t h a t ,  e v e n  i n  t h a t  c o m p a r a t i v e l y  a d j a c e n t  s p i r i t u a l  s t a t e  

w h i c h  i n t e r v e n e s  b e t w e e n  o n e  p h y s i c a l  l i f e  a n d  t h e  n e x t ,  
a  d e g r e e  o f  d i f f u s e d  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  i s  a t t a i n a b l e  w h i c l i  
r e n d e r s  t h o  g r o w i n g  s o u l  c a p a b l e ,  w i t h o u t  l o s i n g  its  
o w n  i n d i v i d u a l i t y  o r  c o n s c i o u s n e s s ,  o f  s h a r i n g  i n  th e  
c o l l e c t i v e  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  o f  o t h e r  e n t i t i e s  011 t .he  l e v e l  to  
w h i c h  i t  l i a s  a t t a i n e d .  N o w  t h i s  c a p a c i t y  f o r  a n  e x a l t e d  
l i f e ,  f a r  t r a n s c e n d i n g  t.lie i s o l a t e d  h a p p i n e s s  o f  a  c o n s c i 
o u s n e s s  o n t i r e l y  i m p r i s o n e d  i n  f l e s h ,  i s  o b v i o u s l y  d e v e 
l o p e d  i n  d i r e c t  r a t i o  w i t h  t h e  e x p a n s i o n  n f  t h o s e  s y m p a 

t h i e s  w h i c h  a r e  t h e  p r o d u c t  o f  u n s e l f i s h n e s s .  I n  th is  
w a y  w e  m a y  s e e  t h a t  t h e  l a w  o f  u n s e l f i s h n e s s  i s  s o m e 
t h i n g  i m m e a s u r a b l y  g r e a t e r  t h a n  i t  w o u l d  b e  s h o w n  by  
r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  r a n g e  o f  m o t i v e s  h a v i n g  t o  d o  w i t h  
t h i s  p h y s i c a l  l i f e  a l o n e .  T h e  g r o w t h  o f  a  d i f f u s e d  c o n s c i 
o u s n e s s  m o r e o v e r , — - o n l y  c o n c e i v a b l e  i n  t h e  h i g h e r  state."! 
o f  s p i r i t u a l  e x i s t e n c e , — i s  a  g r o w t h  towards o m n i s c i e i i c o  
w i t h  w h i c h  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  u n s e l f i s h n e s s  i s  t h u s  s o e n  to 
b e  i d e n t i f i e d .  K n o w l e d g e  i n  i t s  h i g h e r  a s p e c t ,  a n d  u n s e l 
f i s h n e s s ,  a r e ,  i f  n o t  o n o  a n d  t h e  s a m o  t h i n g ,  t w o  a s p e c t s  
o f  o n e  a n d  t h e  s a m e  t h i n g .  U n s e l f i s h n e s s  i s  t h u s  the  
c o r n o r - s t o n e  o f  t r n e  o c c u l t i s m ,  w h i c h  i s  t h e  s c i e n c e  of  
N a t u r e ' s  w o r k i n g  o n  t h o  h i g h e r ,  a n d  t o  t l i a t  e x t e n t  so  
f a r  f o r  u a  t h e  h i d d e n  p l a n e s ,  o f  h e r  a c t i v i t y .



. In  regard  to tlie detailed teachings of Theosophy, and 
the view it presents of existence on these h ig h er planes, 
the consideration which recommends these to  begin 
w ith, is the sam e th a t applies to the doctrine of 
K arm a, and to the broad principles of sp iritual 
evolution generally. They are always found to ad ap t 
them selves w ith exquisite flexibility to the facts w ithin 
our observation. Spiritual beatitude has often been 
spoken of as a state, not a place ; but im agination is  ap t 
to rebel against a description which invests H eaven w ith 
many of the a ttribu tes of place, while locating it nowhere. 
B ut an occult in terpretation of the^vorld we live in solves 
tde problem w ith marvellous facility. The world itself 
has o ther states, coincident and sim ultaneous w ith those 
of which we are cognisant in physical life. These are the 
higher planes of N ature’s operation, and to the  faculties 
adapted to them the gross physical state ia as im percepti
ble as the higher states are to the  physical eye. I t  is a pro
found m istake to suppo se th a ttlie  realm  of spirit is shadowy, 
in tangible or unreal to the eye of sp irit. F o r the a p 
propriate faculty  it is the only reality. H eaven is not 
merely around us “ in our infaucy." In  a true sense, 
not merely as a poetical fancy, it is around us always, as 
tru ly  as electricity is lurking unperceived in the London 
pavem ent, though it may only flash visibly in the sky. 
A nd tho belinviour of electricity , though an attribu te  of 
gross m atter, m ay help to suggest the  sta te  of th ings 
referred to, for prison walls do not im pede its pas
sage about the earth, nor does distance disconcert its 
sym pathetic attractions. The hum an en tity  may th ink 
and perceive in more than one state, and in ju s t so many 
states does the earth  exist to furnish it w ith a sphere for 
the exercise of though t and reflection. In to  another of 
theso states, when it quits th e  im prisonm ent of flesh, 
does the liberated  soul transfer itself. I t  has not neces
sarily re trea ted  to unimaginable distances ; but it has 
entered w hat is a new world to its sensos. The in tricate 
m etaphysical reasoning which has b rought men, by toil
some processes of thought, to deny the absolute existence 
of m atter independent of human perception, is vindicated 
by the Theosophic teaching, bu t a t the same time reduc
ed to an in terpretation of relative sim plicity. The senses 
perceive the ir kindred m atter, and no other. M atter of 
w hatever order, m nst bo relative to some perception ; bu t 
each order may be real within its own lim its and yet 
vindicate the m etaphysical doctrine of its non-reality 
for consciousness unprovided w ith the corresponding 
faculties of observation. The fact of the m atter is not 
merely th a t this earth  which we inhab it, with its cloud- 
capped towers aud so forth, shall pass away like the 
baseless fabric of a vision. I t  is passing away in this 
m anner every day from the souls which glide into new 
conditions of being, and for them it lias ceased to exist, 
ju st us the world to a perception of which they then 
awake has not yet come into existence for us who aro 
still on the physical plane. B ut tliey— the souls which 
change the ir s ta te—-do not pass away at all, and have 
only transferred  their consciousness to another plane, 
from which in some remote period— for spiritual existence 
is enormously more prolonged th an  the strugg le  of p h y 
sical life, as a rule— they will transfer it back again, 
oscillating from the oue condition of existonce to the 
other, as the pendulum swings, aa the world revolves 
through lig h t and darkness, as the tides ebb and flow, 
and as all N ature suggests.

Indepoudeiit metaphysical speculation in Germany has 
lately arrived on the threshold of the Esoteric doctrine, 
Baron K arl du Prel, iu his Philosophie derM ystik,&  very 
profound exam ination of the conditions under whicliliuman 
consciousness exists, has carried the conclusion a step 
fu rther even than  H artm ann in his Philosophy o f the 
Unconscious. In  a deeper order of consciousness th an  
is m anipulated in the  daily experience of physical lifo, 
Du P rel discerns the  th read  of individuality  which 
m ust unite tho series to  which each physical lifo 
belongs. Tho d is tru st of the theory th a t thero m ust be 
such  a series, which springs from the  fact th a t in

each reb irth  the specific events of the last are for
gotten , is no longer sustainable, in view of the fact 
th a t even d u ring  life there are certainly Btates of con
sciousness possible to man which are to ta lly  obliterated 
from his ordinary rem em brance. Such forgetting is no 
disproof of the ir occprrence, and the a ttribu tes of tho 
hum an soul (assum ing th a t there is such a th ing  in man, 
aud  tha t its apparen t m anifestations are not meroly func
tions of m atter), clearly suggest the probability  tha t 
they have grow n to their present high sta te  of perfection 
by degrees, th rough a series of m anifestations, as every
th ing  else in N a tu re  grows.

W ith  the o ther assum ption meanwhile, th a t conscious
ness ism erely a function of m atter, Theosophy in its aspect 
asascience of psychic phenomena is very well able to deal. 
This first conjecture of common sense rebelling  against 
some conceptions of exoteric theology, may be regarded 
as the dead poiut in the  cyclic process of hum an reason 
which leads inevitably up to the Theosophic position ; 
for as hum an facilities expand, those which directly  
cognize phenom ena outside the sphere of physical cause 
and effect are evidently destined to come into play more 
freely and frequently  than  h itherto . A comprehension 
of the general scheme on which human evolution is 
proceeding enables us to look a long way forw ard, as 
well as backw ard, over the processes of spiritual evolution. 
W e aro enabled to discern some of the fu ture develop
m ents for which we are all reserved, and to perceive 
th a t psychic senses which now distinguish a small m inori
ty  of persons abnorm ally constituted will gradually bo 
inherited  by all. L ong beforo this is the  case, the mor.i 
liberal diffusion of psychic vision and other g ifts will 
become so notorions th a t the facts of na tu re  theso sensos 
disclose will be as firmly established beyond the reach 
of bigoted denial by m aterialists, as the  revolution of 
the earth  round the sun is now beyond tho reach of 
ecclesiastical incredulity . W o m igh t perhaps say as 
firmly as these facts themselves are already established 
for students of tbo psychic phenom ena tak ing  placo 
aronnd us a t the  presen t day ; for w ithin tho  lim its of 
more th an  one m odern association, and assuredly within 
those of the Theosophical Society, tho “  powers la ten t 
in m an,” which it is one of the objects of th a t Society to 
investigate, aro well known to include a d irect percep
tion of m a tte r and existence under o ther conditions 
than those which aro alono subject to tho observation of 
the  physical senses. Ono of the most fam iliar miscon
ceptions concerning th e ir position which TheosophisU' 
encounter is tlio notion tlia t th e ir belief in o ther sta tes 
of hum an existenoo linked with th a t of tho body, rests 
on the ex cathedra  assurance of certain persons who 
have dazzled the im agination of their pupils by the per
formance, or the  apparen t perform ance, of miraculous 
feats. Theosophists are probably no t the only people 
who are ridiculed for illogical reasoning which tho oppo
nents who laugh a t it have invented themselves. I t  i.s 
true th a t some conclusions concerning N ature, led up 
to by Theosophical study, are of a kind which no im per
fect psychic faculties spontaneously m anifesting them 
selves in na tural-born  “ sensitives” are yet in a condition 
to confirm, and the Theosophical Movement would not 
havo attained its presen t development if it had not beeu 
th a t assistance has been rendered to its prom oters by 
persons whose psychic faculties have been cultivated to 
an ex traord inary  degree by special and peculiar train ing. 
B ut people en tire ly  outside the  area of all psychic 
inquiry, who suppose th a t we who aro engaged in it  
have no guarantees but those of blind fa ith  for our tru s t 
in the capacity of the hum an intelligence to discern 
spiritual tru th  transcending  tho evidence th a t appeals 
to physical sense, are m istaking our attitude altogether.

W e fully apprehend ,— and some of us by personal 
experience are already beginning to partially  realize,—  
th a t certain modes of life aw aken and develop the dor
m ant powers of hum anity in such a way th a t now realm s 
of knowledge open out beforo tho liberated sonsee. In  
th e ir  ultim ate consequences w ' know th a t these mode*



of life superinduce,—always presum ing th a t they operate 
under favourable physical conditions,— that very exalted 
sta te  of tlie faculties known in occult lite ra tu re  as 
“ adeptship .” A nd certain  persons who havo atta ined  
th a t state are now in teresting  themselves in the  elucida
tion of tlie Esoteric doctrine for the benefit of the p u b 
lic a t large iu a way th a t appears to be producing more 
s tr ik in g  results than any previous effort of a similar 
kind. The Theosophical Socioty is one special channel 
of their teachings,— though not dedicated to these 
exclusively,—and thus it cornes to pass that its opponents 
have m isrepresented it as a band  of fanatics s ittin g  
open-m outhed in the receipt of eccentric dogma. The 
tru th  of the affair is so fa r unlike th is  caricature th a t 
European students of the E soteric doctrine, once grasp* 
in g  its  beauty and coherence, and  realizing th a t the  
know ledge of the adepts extends vastly  fu rth e r than  the 
revelations they have yet made, are ap t to grow very 
im patient w ith the cautious and  tentative policy which 
anim ates their communications. They appear above 
all things anxious to steer the  intelligence of the ir 
exoteric pupils up to the tru th s  they themselves 
liave realized th rough chains of though t and 
reasoning which may afford such conclusions, when 
read ied , some independent support and justification. 
To mako a statem ent which cannot be sustained by any 
appoal to analogies and correspondences w ithin our 
reach, is a course from which they have always shrunk, 
and to which they are only rarely driven.

Hut to a g rea t ex ten t now they have shown us the 
m ethods and systems of exoteric th in k in g ; and though 
these have been very carefully conveyed to us in a way 
whicli keeps back as yet th a t sort of knowledge whicli 
has to do w ith the m anipulation oE tho occult forces of 
N aturo on the physical plane, still the  Theosophical 
Society is now in a position to employ these m ethods and 
systems of th ink ing  in the  elaboration of theoretical 
knowledge .almost ad in fin itum . The abundanco w ith 
which this has been evolved along these lines already, is 
itself the characteristic which first of all provokes d istrust 
from  tho casual reader of Theosophical books. I f  a 
hundredth p a r t of tho knowledge a tta ined  to had been 
l>ut forward with a hundred times more parade of its 
importance, it m ight have struck  many im aginations, 
which rebel against the teachings on Hoc, as em bodying 
g rea t and wonderful achievem ents of thought. The 
progress of ordinary metaphysical speculation has been 
slow and tedious, and generations have employed them 
selves on the prom otion of the inquiry along a few steps 
ot its journey. The Theosophical M ovem ent has been 
associated with sudden le tting  ou t of intellectual waters 
which the world a t largo can hardly be expected t0 absorb 
nil in a moment. Our minds have been irrigated  by a 
Nilo flood rather th an  by soft showers from tlio familiar 
sky. B ut we who are concerned w ith the m ovem ent 
realize th a t this knowledge has come from men who havo 
a tta ined  abnorm al spiritual evolution by a short cut 
th rough  natural processes' th a t would in the regular 
course of th ings have been spread over a very prolonged 
series of lives, nnd we are  not surprised to find them  in 
possession of inform ation, which in a corresponding  
degree anticipates the inheritance of a very rem ote 
futuro.

Many people who attain  th rough Theosophical study 
to  a comprehension of tho way in which the ordinary 

course of evolution may thus be hastened come to regard 
the pursuit of personal development tend ing  in the 
direction of adeptship ,—which signifies the passage 
beyond tho lim its of th a t educational process which 
N atu re  carries on gradually by means of successive 
R eincarnations,—as the only object which a m an, once 
fairly  appreciating his ultim ate destinies, can worthily 
pursue. And the influence of Theosophical study on any 
mind which is prepared to assim ilate its fru its  in oven a 
m oderate degree can hardly be altogether inoperative on 
ilfe and conduct, while assuredly it is never operative

except for good. B u t w hether by an impassioned aud 
complete devotion of all their energies to the cultivation 
of their h igher nature , according to the  final dictates of 
occult science, the students of Theosophy strive to deve
lop abnorm al sp iritual faculties and abnormal spiritual 
grow th w ithin them selves, or whether they aro content 
for a time to accept the reports of others as a clrte to tho 
tru th  of N atu re , so far as th a t may be reached by abstract 
speculation and though t, the feeling th a t Theosophy 
brings them  closer tli-in auy other line of inquiry possibly 
can to a clear scientific understanding of the real sta te  of 
affairs beyond the limits of this transient life may account 
for the powerful a ttrac tion  which the p resen t movement; 
has been found to exercise on the sym pathies of all 
persons who pay enough a tten tion  to the subject to 
realize its true  character and scope, and  the purposes 
towards which it tends.

N o t e  b y  M r . M o h i n i .

The E soteric doctrine teaches with special emphasis 
th a t there m ust exist at overy moment of the  history of 
hum an evolution a class of men in whom consciousness 
a tta ins such an expansion in both  depth  and area as to 
enable them  to solve the problem s of being by direct 
perception, and therefore with far more certa in ty  and 
completeness th an  the rest of m ankind. This class of 
meti have been called M ahatm as (great souls) in recent 
Theosophical literature . The existence of M ahatmas as 
a p a rt of the Esoteric doctriue is independent of the 
claim o f'any  particu lar individual to th a t title, ju st as 
the existence of tho colours of the spectrum  is indepen
dent of the capacity of any given man to distinguish 
them. In  reality , tbo problem  of the  existence of 
M ahatm as in the world is not w ithout a g rea t resem
blance to the problem  of the existence of a soul in m an. 
I t  would be an illegitim ate process of reasoning if we 
believe or disbelieve in the  existence of the  soul upon 
the assertion of a man as to his possession of a soul. For 
the testim ony of ordinary  hum an being tha t he feels 
the existence of a soul in himself simply comes to this — 
he is conscious of the existence of certain  perceptions of 
a definite character : the  rest is an inference whose vali
dity is not proved by the perceptions themselves, although 
it is dependent upon them. The perceptions will prove 
the existence of the soul w ith all its connotations only 
when all those connotations are contained in the percep
tions. I t  is clear, therefore, th a t such a demonstration 
of the existence of soul can only be given by one man 
to another, if both of them  have one and the same definite 
range oE perceptions far transcending th a t of an ordinary 
man. O therwise a  p a rt of the dem onstration m ust rest 
upon inference, which cau be tested  by its own appro- 
piiiate canon of proof- A n exactly sim ilar process oE 
reasoning applies to the  problem of the  existence oE 
M ahatmas. To en title  an individual to the sta tus of a 
M ahatma w hat requires to be proved is th a t conscious
ness in him  has attained a certain developm ent both in 
surface and in depth. Now depth in consciousness can
not be measured by surface consciousness, which alone 
the normal hum an being  possesses. Physical conscious
ness m anifested in the ordinary phase of existence 
cannot therefore test the consciousness in a M ahatma. 
The exhibition of psychic phenomena in itself is no proof 
of M ahatm aship, as it  does not contain all the conno
tations of the term  M ahatm a ; it only proves the power 
to perform  those phenom ena, and if a satisfactory 
explanation of the process of their production is given it 
proves the possession of the knowledge of such process. 
The sta tem ent of anyone, th a t he has seen a M ahatma, 
splits up into two components on analysis, namely, that 
which re st upon d irect sense-perception, and th a t which 
belongs to  psych ic perception or intuition (if the witness 
possesses it) or inference. The first set will prove only 
the  existence of a m an, his power of producing abnormal 
phenom ena (if any have been witnessed), and other 
k ind red  facts, The other get of im pressions cannot be



directly  conveyed to <one in whom th e  in tu itive  faculty  
h as no t been developed. C onsequently, by the  gen era
lity  th is  se t m ust be trea ted  as a m atte r of inference, 
snbject to  the ordinary canons of reasoning . The first 
th in g  therefore th a t requires consideration is w hether 
tlio existenco of M ahatm as contradicts any  known fact 
of experience. For sim plicity of trea tm en t, th is  p ropo
sition may be subdivided and the inquiry  first directed  
to ascertain  if we have any proof to show th a t knowledge 
is capable of grow th in depth . W e contend th a t such 
a  proof is furnished by the  w orkings of evolution as 
m anifested  in th e  world around us.

As bearing  upon this point,. I quote from “ A Synopsis 
of Baron Due P re l’s ‘ Philosophie der M yatik ” *—

“ A fte r show ing by the  examples of Copernicus nnd 
K an t th a t the real a,dvance of know ledge has beon iu 
depth ra thp r than  in more surface extension, the  au th o r 
pursues —

• 'T h e  modern theory of evolution follows, consciously 
or not, the  lines traced out by K ant. Biological evolu
tion bogan with tbe sim plest organism s, and has reached 
in tlie  m ost com plicated hum an being its  h ighest point 
for the  m ojnout. Thus a tree  6tands in b u t very few 
and very simple relations to  ex ternal N a tu re ; it  responds to 
sunshine and rain , wind and  w eather, and unfolds itself 
accordingly. In  tho anim al kingdom  these relations to tlie  
tm rrounding ex ternal world havo increased in num ber 
and ex ten t, and, hand in b aud  witli organic, advances 
also intellectual ovolution.

“ From oyster to  man tho grow th of consciousness
proceeds parallel with th a t of o rgan isa tio n ........ Tims,
from the standpoint of every animal organism , external 
nature is divided iuto two unequal parts, the inequality 
of which increases as the organism  descends in the scale 
of life. On oue side is that portion of N ature with which 
its senses connect i t ;  while the rest of N ature i9 tra n s
cendental to it, e., the organism  in question stands iu 
no conscious relation to tha t p a rt of N ature. This fron
tier line has been continually pushed backw ards and on
wards during  the process of biological evolution ; the  
num ber of the senses having increased, as have also their 
w orking powers.”

One most s trik ing  illustration of the grow th of con
sciousness in depth we have in the case of the caterpillar 
ovolvinof into the butterfly. H ero an organism  during  
its lifetime develops into another, possessing additional 
faculties for the m anifestation of consciousness. These 
considerations tend, no doubt, to dim inish the incredulous 
bewilderment with which M aliatma-evolution may a t first 
s igh t be regarded.

I t  is also evident from the . abnorm al phenomena of 
clairvoyance and other similar m anifestations th a t the  
hum an ego is not entirely confined within the prisou- 
houso of physical consciousness. Every fair-m inded ob
server, though ignorant of the science of practical psy
chology, will therefore seo th a t no absurd ity  is involved 
in claim ing the existence of a science which by an exa
mination of the  conditions upon which psychic pheno
mena depend cau bring them  under the  control of tho 
scientist.

Thus it will appear th a t the M ahatm as can exist, not 
only w ithout outrage to ordinary experienco, b u t th a t 
the ir existence derives g reat support from facts which, 
though unrecognized by the official science of the day, 
are too notorious to be ignored.

For the positive proof of the existence of M ahatmas, 
however, wo m ust plunge iuto metaphysics. I f  we be
lievo in the uniform ity of Nature, aud accept tho law of 
evolution for the physical as well tho super-physical 
side of beiug, the  existence of M ahatmas will be found 
to be a logical necessity.' T hat the line of existence and 
evolution is continuous ig e, universal axiom. I t  is im 
possible to conceive an absolute breach between any two

* By Bertram  Knightloy, April Theosophist,

states or th ings in the  universe. For if such a breach 
were possible, it  would be absurd to speak of the uni
verse a t all, as tlie universe means nothing but the  unity 
of all th ings and states th a t are. Then, the Esoteric 
doctrine teaches th a t the subjective pole of being is tho 
g rea t nnmanife&ted, the  eternal spirit. I t  may here be 
noted, th a t under the name of the Unknowable, and va
rious o ther designations, the necessity for the existence 
of the unm anifested pole of Nature has beeu inferred  by  
m etaphysicians of all ages and every country.

A pply ing  the principlo of continuity, therefore, to the 
universe, i t  becomes plain th a t all states of consciousness 
from tlie absolute un m anifested to that of m an, for in 
stance, m ust exist as an unbroken chain. I f  one link of 
the  chain be for a moment w anting, it can never be sup
plied, and  evolution m ust a t once cease. Consequently 
there m ust exist in tho universe an infinite gradation of 
beings on th e  subjective side of N ature. D escending to 
the plane of hum an existenco, it is certain th a t there  
m ust be the samo gradation  of consciousness connccti'ug 
the ordinary hum an being  w ith the nearest egos on th e  
subjective plane. The spiral of N ature, in fact, m ust for 
ever be inviolate.

In w eighing the  evidence for the existence of any p a r
ticular M ahatma, th e  most im portant consideration is 
necessarily psychical. F o r the  statem ent as to th e ir 
existence m ust in the  nature  of th ings be foundod upon 
tho super-sensuous aud intellectual im pressions of tho 
witnesses. A ud so long as those are uot taken  into ac
count, the conclusion m ust be dofective and fallacious ; 
th is  has been made clear by th e  argum ents brought for
ward above. Tho only logical course to adopt, in  the 
absence of conviction on th is point, is to suspend ju d g 
m ent, and not to resort to the dogm atism  of negation. 
A nd, above everything, i t  is to be roinem bered, th a t the 
doctrine is the  Mahatma.

L et me add, in conclusion, th a t a lthough I  may not 
explain the  process by which I  acquired  the  knowledge 
th a t a certain  individual is a M ahatma, I  have no hesita 
tion in declaring my conviction th a t he is one.

The followiug ex tracts, translated  from a celebrated 
trea tise  by th e  g rea t teacher S ankara , give us some idea 
of the naturo of a M ahatm a, one who is em ancipated 
even while in the flesh :—

“ One who, having assim ilated his soul with the S u 
premo S pirit, is aw ake w ithout possessing any other p ro 
perty  of tha t s ta te , is em ancipated while in the flesh.

11 Ono iu whom the lim itations of conditioued existenco 
have come ito an end, and who, though au individual ego, 
is yet the Suprem e S pirit, and whose th ink ing  principlo 
has reached tho equipoise of tranquillity , is em ancipated 
while in the  flesh.

“  One who is present iu the  body, and is yet devoid of 
th e  feeling of ‘I ’ aud ‘my’ in connection with the body, 
which follows him  only like a  shadow, is em ancipated 
while in the  flesh.

“ Not to inquire into w hat has passed, and not to th ink 
about tho fu ture , to be w ithout a ttachm ent to any object, 
are the characteristics of one em ancipated while in tha 
flesh.

“  To feel the ego to be different from the world of objects 
(uvabhavat), in which good and evil mingle, to be equally 
affected by all objects in the  world without distinction, 
are the characteristics of one em ancipated whilo ia tho 
flesh.

“  Tho absence of any hedonic difference iu tho eqnani- 
mous self, by the a tta inm en t of what is desired, and w hat 
is not desired, is the  characteristic  of one emancipated 
while in the flesh.

“ H e alone is em ancipated while in the flesh who docs 
not associate the notions ‘I* and ‘m y’ with tho oxerciso 
of any function of bodily organs and tho rest,* and w ith 
absolute dispassion lives in union with the self. 

* * * * *
* By this  is to  be understood the  ten organs, mind, egotism, germ of 

egotism (Mahat) , and, in fact, w ha t  tho  Sankbynh Philosophy calls 
Naturo,



“  H e alone is em ancipated in the  flesh who, by reason 
of purified spritual know ledge, is unconscious of any 
difference between tbe individual ego and the Suprem e 
Spirit, and botween the Suprem e S pirit and  the universe..

“ Ono who takes equally adoration from  good men and 
persecution from bad m en, is possessed of the charac-. 
teristic of being em ancipated while in tho  flesh.

* * * * . *
“  One who possessed of self-knowledge, roam s over the  

sftmetimes naked, sometimes clothed, som etim es rolled 
iu th e  bark  of trees, som etim es in the  skin of anitnals, and 
som etim es clothed in pure intelligence.* Sometimes he 
appears as a child, sometimes as a m ad m an, and some
time as a pisacha  (demon).

* r  * * * *
“ Ever enjoying tho suprem e bliss, tlie illum inated one 

appears a t one time as a fool, a t one tim e as a wise mail; 
now w ith the splendour of a  k ing , now like a w anderer, a t 
one time a t rest, aud a t  one time he a s s u m e s  the  le thargy  
of a boa .constrictor. Now he is. the ob ject of reverence* 
now of disgrace, now unrecognized. .

*' Though w ithont possession he is always.contented* 
though w ithout aid he is m ost powerful i-. he is always 
satisfied even though there  be no object of i enjoym ent, 
lie is always even-minded th ough  appearing  td be uneven.

“ Such a oiie, a M ahatm a, is not the  ac to r even while 
perform ing ah act, is bodiless though em bodied, though 
lim ited he is unconditioned.

“  Such a  bodiless know er of the  Suprem e is ne^er 
touched by th e  pleasant or unpleasant, good or evil.

“ P leasure and pain , good and  evil, are  only for him 
in whom the  egotism is tied to  the  body ; b u t for the  
sage who has severed th e  bondage, and  whose sp irit ia 
the reality, where can be good or evil resu lt ?

“ Men no t acquainted w ith the real nature of objects 
conclude from tho appearance of the sun being devoured 
hy darkness th a t it is nearly  so devoured; sim ilarly from 
the reflection of a body fools im agine a body for the ex
cellent know er of the Suprem e Spirit.

“ The em aucipated sage, intoxicated by  the  d rink ing  
of the  juice of the  suprem e bliss, does riot apply his 
faculties to  objects, nor does he, being b u t the  witness 
him self, res tra in  them from such application, and never 
does lie even cast a glance a t  th e  fru it of K arm a (conse
quences of ac ts).”

UNPUBLISHED WRITINGS OF ELIPHAS LEVI.
(Second Series.) '

V I I . — F a s c i n a t i o n .

To m a k e  the  im possible credible, to m ake the  inv isi
ble seen, to m ako the in tang ib le  soizable by ex a ltin g  the 
imagination and  hallucinating the  senses, thus to take 
possession of the  intellectual liberty  of those whom one 
binds and releases a t will, th is is w hat is called fascina
tion.

Fascination  is always tho result of p restige.
P res tig e  is the fram ew ork of power when it  is no t 

falsehood.
W hen  Moses prom ulgated the  decalogue, he chose 

tho steepest m ountain in the desert and  fenced it ronnd 
with a ba rrie r th a t none could pass w ithout incurring  
the penalty  of death ; there  he ascended to the soimd of 
t rum pets to  converse face to face w ith A donai ; and when 
lhe  evening came all the  m ountain sm oked and  th u n d er
ed and lightened. The people trem bled and p rostra ted  
them selves, and the  earth  seemed to  them  to rock and 
shake. T hen, as soon as tlie volcano was ex tinc t and its 
thunders had  ceased, as the  th au m atu rg e  delayed his 
re tu rn , the crowd rebelled and  dem anded th a t  a god 
should be given it. Adonai had failed to produce a la s t
ing effect, he was decried and opposed by the  golden

* T h is  19 a  v e r y  s ig n i f i c a n t  e x p r e s s io n ,  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t l i e  i n f u s io n  o f  
s p i r i t u a l  k n o w le d g e  in to  r e c c p t iv e  p o rB o n a  b y  t h e  M o h a tm a a  W i th o u t  
p h y s ic a l  i n t e r c o u r s e .

calf. F lu tes and tim brels parodied the trum pets and the 
thunder, and the mob seeing th a t  the m ountain no longer 
danced, began to dance them selves. Moses, enraged, 
broke the tables aud soon tu rned  the joyous spectacle 
into an immense m assacre. The foast was drowned in 
blood, the  s igh t of the ligh ten ings of the Sword made the  
vjle m ultitude agnin believe in thd9e of the thunder, they 
dared uo longer lift th e ir heads to. lodk a t Moses, tho 
terrib le law -giver became rad ian t like A donai, crowned 
w ith horns like Bacchus nnd Ju p ite r  Ammon, and heoce- 
forth he never appeared  w ithout a veil covering his face 
tha t the dread m ight be rendered lasting  and the  fasci
nation perpetual. F rom  , th is time no one visited with 
im punity th is m an, whose.wratli s truck  like the Simoon, 
and who possessed the  secret o f.fu lm inating  commotions 
and inextinguishable flames. N q doubt the  E gyptian  
p riests were acquainted with those natural sciences which 
th e  moderns did not gain  until la te r tim es. W e have said 
th a t the Assyrian m agicians understood electricity and 
knew how to im itate thunder, W ith  the difference tha t 
lies between Ju p ite r  and  T liersites, Moses held the same 
opinions as M arat. H e th o u g h t th a t for the  safety of a 
peopld destined to become tho ’ligh t of tlib world, a few 
waves of, blood ough t hot to daun t a pontiff of the future. 
W h a t was th ere  w an ting  in  M arat to make him tlie 
Moses of F rance ? Two g rea t th ings, genius and success;

W ill any ono d a re .to  say th a t tho H ebrew  law-giver 
was an im postor ? A  devoted man is never an im postor, 
and this m aster, who dared to  play such strains ou the 
terrib le  instrum ent of death , was himself the first to fall 
beneath  the  anathem a in  exp ia tion 'o f the blood shed. 
He led his people tow ards the prom ised land , know ing 
th a t he would never se t his foot therein . One day he 
disappeared in tho m idst of caverns and  precipices, and 
none ever knew tho resting-place of his bones.

The ancien t sages, convinced of the necessity of oc
cultism , carefully liid the sciences which rendered  them, 
Up to a  certa in  point, m asters of na tu re  and used them 
but to invest tlieir teach ings with the p restige  of divine 
co-operation.

All g re a t sentim ents are fascinations, and all truly 
g rea t men are the fascinators of the  m ultitnde.

“ The M aster said i t ” ; is tlie suprem e reason of those 
who are born  to be eternally  disciples.

“  I  lovo P lato , bu t I  p refer the  tru th ,” are the  words 
of a man who feels him self tlie equal of P lato, and who 
consequently ough t to  be a m aster, if, like P lato  and 
A risto tle , he has the g if t of fascination and of establish
ing a school.

W oe to  the profane m ultitudes who are  no longer 
fascinated by the ideal of m ighty  powers ! W oe to  the 
fool who no longer believes in the  hierarchy ! F o r he 
m ust have some k in d  of fascination, and  he will fall 
nnder th a t of gold an d  b ru ta l joys, and will be fatally 
precip ita ted  beyond all ju stice  aud all tru th .

Two m agnetic fa ta lities which meet form an invincible 
providence to w hich has been given the name of love. 
W om an is then  transform ed and becomes a svlph, a 
peri, an augel. Man becomes a hero and almost a god. 
A re they  sufficiently deceivod, this poor ignorant pair, 
who so adore one ano ther ? W h at deceptions they  are 
preparing  for the honr of satiety  and awrakeuing ! To 
delay th is hour is thie g rea t arcanum  of m arriage; they, 
m ust a t all tim es prolong .error, nourish madness, 
eternalize m isunderstood  deception.

There are  two g rea t powers in hum anity  : the genius 
which fascinates and the  enthusiasm  which is produced 
by fascination. Look a t  th a t sm all grey man m arching 
a t  the  head of an  immense m ultitude of soldiers. 
W h ith e r is he leading them , you ask  ? “  To death ,”
would, perhflps, bo the  reply of a passer-by, freed from 
illusions. “ To g lo ry ,”  Would they  all shout with oue 
voice. A ll these veterans are as credulous as Polyeuctes. 
They are u n d e t the  fascination of a grey  coat and a 
cocked hat, • ’



Thera ia au animal fpagnqtjsm, bu t beyond and above 
th a t, necessarily physical, aa it  is, th ere  is the human 
m agnetism , and th is is th e  truq  jnoral m agnetism - Soul^f 
aro polarized as well as bodies, aud sp iritual magnetism} 
is w hat we call the force of fascination,

Tho radiation of a g rea t th o u g h t or a powerful 
im agination in m an, produces au a ttrac tin g  whirl which 
soon endows th e  intellectual sun w ith p lanets and 
sa te llites: a g rea t man in the firm am ent of thought ia 
th e  focus of a universe.

Those incom plete beings who have no t th e  happiness 
being dom inated  by an in te lligen t fascination, fall of 
them selves b eneath  the em pire of fatal fascinations. 
Thus are produced the g iddy  passions and  hallucinations 
of love p roper to imbeciles and madm en. .

L et us now define fascination. I t  is the  m agnetism  
of im »gination and  though t. I t  is th e  dom ination 
which a s trong  will exorcises over a feeble one by 
producing an exaltation  of im aginary  conceptions and 
influencing thp judgm en t of such beings as have not yet 
a rrived  a t the equilibrium  of reason.

The equilib rated  m an is ho who cau say ; I  know 
w hat is, I  believe in what ough t to be, and  I deny 
noth ing  th a t may be. Oue who is fascinated will say ; 
I  - believe th a t w hich the persons I  tru s t believe. I  
believe because I  - ara pleased to do po. I  believe 
because 1 love certain  persons and certain  things. Iu  
o ther words, the  first says : I  believe by reason ; and the 
second : I believe by fascination.

The mun who is fascinated  loses his free-will and 
becomes wholly subject to the fascinator. H is reason, 
which he is ab le to preserve en tire  in certa in  indifferent 
m atters, becomes chunked into m adness as soon as you 
try  to enlighten  him on th ings th a t have been suggested 
to him. H e uo longer secs or hears, save by tho eyes 
and  ears of those who dom inate him , let him  touch the 
nnger of tru th  and lie will stou tly  aver th a t what ho 
touches has no real existence. On the o ther hand he 
th inks he both  sees and touches the im possible because 
it has been affirmed to him .

Sain t Ignatius has composed sp iritua l ru les for tho 
developm ent of th is species of fascination among his 
disciples. H e recommends tliat the  novice of the Order 
of Jesus should daily exercise his im agination by crea t
ing.a sensible figure of the m ysteries he seeks to see, and 
ho does indeed see them  iu a  vo lun tary  w aking dream , 
to  wliich his weakened brain may lend a te rrib le  reality, 
aud all the  nightm ares of S t. A n thony aud all the 
horrors of hell are revealed before him. By such 
practices' the  heart becomes hardened and  atrophied  by 
terro r, reason trem bles aud becom es ex tinc t. Ig n a tiu s  
has destroyed a m an, but he lias m ade a Jesu it, and 
the  whole world will be weaker thau  th e  redoubtable 
Androido.
. N othing is so implacable as a m achine ; once s ta rted , 

an accident alone can stop it.
To create thousand of m achines w hich can be started  

by a word, and  which travel th ro u g h  the world realizing 
by all possible means, the th o ugh t of the  e n g in e e r ; 
th is was the work of Loyola.

Hut is this a m oral work ? Yes, certain ly , in the 
minds of its au thor and of all men sufficiently devoted 
to w hat they believe to be the r ig h t to thus become blind 
wheels aud autom ata w ithout autonom y. E vil will never 
reuder men impassioned to this point. Reason aud  good 
sense will never produce a sim ilar exaltation . P h ilo 
sophy will never have such soldiers. Democracy may 
have its partisans and its m artyrs, it will never have 
veritable apostles, capable of wholly sacrificing for it  thoir 
self-love and the ir personality. I  have know n, and  I  do 
know, some honest dem ocrats. E ach of them  represents 
but the force of an  individual ; the  name of tho  Je su it is 
legion.

W hy is a m an so cold iu  m atters . of reason and  bo 
a rdent when figh ting  for somo chim era ? Because in

spitei of all his pride niau is a defqetive being . H e does 
no t sincerely Jove the  tru th , bu t adores illusion ^ncl 
falsehood.

The m ultitude cannot do w ithout absurdities. Society 
is composed of a sm all band of sages and an immense crowd 
of tn^dmen. B ut it  is piuch to bo desired th a t tho m uiT 
titu d e  should bo governed by the sagos. How is this tp 
bo arrived a t ? A s soon as the sage shows himself for 
w hat he is, he is repulsed and calum niated, and cruci
fied. Men do no t w ant to be convinced ; they  w ant to bo 
im pose^ upon ; thus the  apostle m ust resign him self to  
im posture in order to reveal, th a t is, to regenerate  trntfy 
in the  world by draw ing  a fresh veil over it. W h a t, in  
fact, is a revealer ? H e is a d isin terested  im postor who> 
to lead the  world to tru th  by an ind irec t road, deceives 
the  vile m ultitude.

I t  has been said th a t if education were universally 
available, all crim es would, disappear. B ut the  educated 
scoundrels are  the  m ost dangerous of all. E ducation has 
no t prevented  them  from  doing evil, while we see simple 
illite ra te  men p ractising  tho m ost adm irable virtue- 
E ducation developes a m an’s faculties and giveg him  tho 
means of satisfy ing his tastes, bu t i t  does no t change 
him .

The p resen t hum an race is composed of a few men and 
a g rea t num ber of m ixed beings, who are  partly  m en 
aud partly  orang-outangs or gorillas. The creations of 
na tu re  are progressive in the succession of species and  
of races, b u t the races aud  species increase and decrease 
liko em pires and individuals. All the  nations which 
havo flourished commence progressively to decline, and 
tho whole hum anity  will share the lo t of the nations ; 
when thoso men who are  half b ru tes have d isappeared  
in the next cataclysm , no doubt a wise and s trong  race 
will appear who will bo to our species w hat we are to 
monkeys. Then only will souls be tru ly  im m ortal, for 
they will become w orthy and capable of p reserv ing  th e ir 
recollections. In  the  m eantim e it  is certain th a t tho 
hum an race, instead of progressing, is degenerating. A 
terrib le  phenom enon is being accomplished iu hum an 
souls,—men have lost tho sense of the divino, and women 
are bn t engines of vanity  and luxury who seek iu faith  
bu t a refuge from the  reason th a t distresses them . Love 
and honor have become superannuated  saints, about whom 
nobody cares, and the very words havo alm ost dropped 
out of polite conversation .

I am no m isanthrope, nor am I  sa tiriz ing  my century;
I draw a tten tio n  to  this moral w eakness in the hum an 
race to show th a t m agism  is m ore th an  ever necessary, 
and th a t w ith such poor creatures fascination is neces
sary to success.

i ’ascinatiou plays a g re a t p a rt in medicine, the g rea t 
reputation  of a  doctor cures his p a tien ts  in advance. 
A  m istake of a celebrated  prac titioner would perhaps 
succeed b e tte r than  the skill of an  ordinary  surgeon. I t  
is said th a t a well know n doctor wrote a prescrip tion  
for a p laster for a man in violent pain , aud  gave tho 
paper to his nurse say ing  “  apply that im m ediately to 
his chest the woman, who was m ore than  sim ple, 
though t tha t m eant the  prescrip tion , aud im m ediately 
pu t it on tho m an’s chest w ith  a piece of lint. The 
pa tien t felt im m ediate relief and tho following day he 
was cured.

The m eans of producing fascination reside wholly iu 
a  will which exalts itself w ithout becoming rig id  aud  
which perseveres w ith calm ness. W ithou t being mad, 
you m ust arrive a t a ra tional belief th a t you have in 
you som ething g rea t and strong , and the weak aud  the 
insignificiant will necessarily take you for w hat you 
believe yourself to be. I t  is merely a m atter of patience 
and tim e.

W o have said th a t there  is a certain  fascination which 
is purely  physical and which belongs to m agnetism . 
Some people aro na tu ra lly  eudowed w ith th is facu lty , 
aud it cau be a tta in ed  by the  gradual exaltation of the 
nervous system ,



Tbe Zouavo Jacob is a fascinator who believes in the 
co-operation of spirits. The clever conjurer, R obert 
H oudin, adds fascination to his quickness of movem ent. 
A g re a t lord once having requested  some lessons in 
w hite m agic, R obert Houdin tan g h t him certain th ings, 
bu t reserved others which he declared ho could not 
teach. “ They are th ings which I cannot explain to 
m yself,”  he said, “ and which apperta in  to my personal 
na tu re . I f  I  told you them , you would bo no wiser 
th an  before, and I  could never teach yOu to p u t them  
into practice. They consist, to uae a vu lgar expres
sion, in the a rt or faculty of throw ing dust into people's 
eyes.” •

Thus we see th a t every kind of m agic has its incom 
m unicable arcana, even th e  white m agic of R obert 
Houdin.

I t  is cruel to be disillusioned when there is no th ing  to 
replace the illusion and the vanished m irage loaves tho 
soul in darkness. B ut wisdom consists in a  science solid 
enough and &.faith  reasonable enough to exclude doubt. 
Doubt is tho  effect of the g ropings of ignorance. The 
sflge knows certain th ings ; what he knows leads him to 
suppobo tho existenco of w hat ho does not know. This 
supposition id the faith which has no less certitude  than 
science, when it  has as its object necessary hypotheses, 
so long as it  does not rashly define w hat m ust rem ain 
indefinable. A  m an who is really  a man understands 
prestige w ithout succum bing to it.

To cscapo the  fascination of th ings we must nogloct 
e ither tho ir advantages or th e ir  charms. In  th is  let us 
follow tho teaching of H om er. Ulysses does not prevent 
himself from hoaring  the song of tho Sirens. Ho only 
takes tho m ost efficacious measures th a t th is pleasure 
may not delay him  on his voyage or causo him to fall a 
victim to th e ir toils. To destroy relig ion, because 
superstitions exist, would bo liko suppressing wino to 
escape the danger of d runkenness or refusing  lovo in 
order to evado its vagaries aud furies.

In  order to escape the fascinations of men and  womon 
wo m ust never attach our whole heart to changing  and 
perishable individualities ; let us love in these passing 
beings the  v irtues which are im m ortal aud beauty w hich 
always flourishes. If  the bird we love flies aw ay, we 
m ust not therefore ta k e  a dislike to all birds. The 
musician need not give up m usic becauso ho has broken 
bis violin. There are some birds whoso n a tu re  will not 
enable them  to support the w inter ; they need au eternal 
spring, and for them alone sp ring  never ceases on earth . 
Theso are the swallows ; and you know how they success
fully accomplish th is prodigy. W hen  tho soason is 
over they  fly tow ards tho season which is ju s t commenc
ing, and when the spring  is no longer w here they  aro, 
they fly towards the place where the  sp ring  is.

• ------«------

E D U A R D  V O N  IT A R T M A N N  ON S P IR IT U A L IS M .
E duard  Von IlH rtm ann’s la tes t work, which we havo 

received from Germ any fo r review, is en titled  “ Der 
Spiritism us,” and contains a som ewhat exhaustive 
account of modern spiritualistic  phenom ena, with an 
a ttem pt to arrive a t the na tu re  of the causes by which 
they are produced. Tho philosopher is no t him self a 
sp iritua list and has attended  no seances, bu t he has made 
a careful study  of sp iritualistic  lite ra tu re  and  bases his 
observations on the records of observed phenom ena of 
which he considers th ere  are so m any, a ttested  by such 
a large num ber of evidently credible w itnesses, th a t they 
demand the a tten tion  of th ink ing  men and especially 
tha t class of the community who are, by th e ir profes
sional tra in in g , peculiarly qualified to conduct investiga
tions w ith accuracy and  to observe s tran g e  phenom ena 
with unprejudiced minds.

F a r  from attem p tin g  to ridicule the  m arvels alleged 
by the sp iritualists, Von H artm ann  has endeavoured in 
his book to subject them  to a calm judicial exam ination,

and, so fa r as his da ta  enable hith to do so, to lay down 
a few hypotheses which seem to him to afford the most 
probable explanations of the abnorm al m anifestations 
under consideration.

W e tru s t it will not be long before this book is trans
la ted  into English , as it not only gives a m asterly and 
concise account of the whole subject, but also throws out 
many valuable suggestions for fu tu re  investigations; and 
w hether they  agree with the  au th o r’s conclusions or not, 
all sp iritualists will be in terested  in read ing  a sta tem ent 
of their case from the pen of a g rea t th inker and  im
partial observer. ‘

In  this article it is proposed to give first a short sum
m ary of Von H artm ann’s views and then to give 4 brief 
outline of the hypotheses by which Eastern occultists 
explain spiritualistic  phenom ena. '

Our au thor is of opinion th a t all mediums are 
w ithout exception individuals with a certain  disorganiza
tion of the nervous syfetem1, i , e.,' in whom the  lower and 
middle nerve-centres are abnorm ally independent of the 
h ighest centre of self-consoiousness; they are  ih fac t, iu 
spite of all the  signs of bodily health, hysterical ; and 
produce th e ir phenom ena by means of evident or masked 
som nam bulism , and are also placed in a m ost favourable 
position for conscions or unconscious deception. They 
ire  convinced th a t the  sp irits  help them , b u t aro also 
aware th a t they are, in some way, them selves indispens
able to the spirits.

This view of mediums as abnormally developed men 
and women, disposes of the hypothesis of fraud as the 
basis of oil m anifestations, bu t the w riter adds th a t profes
sional mediums, who are dependent for the ir living on the 
phenomena they produce, are tem pted, when their powers 
fail, exhausted by the excessive dem and made on them , to 
supplem ent the w orkings of the  spirits by a little  m aterial 
assistance of the ir own in order not to lose th e ir rep u ta 
tion and disappoint s itte rs , and thus the various cases of 
fraudulent m cdinm ship are  accounted for.

H e considers the public have a righ t to know tho tru th  
about theso th ings and th a t, since scientists refuse to 
investigate them, governm ent ought to appoint official 
commissions of enquiry, since it  is the  duty  of govern
m ent to protect its citizens from confused and erroneous 
ideas about facts wherevor possible. A t p resen t, ho 
says, spiritualism  th rea ten s to become a calam ity by 
calling all the old superstitions iuto new lifo. “  I t  is 
difficult to say which side is the more d istinguished by 
superficiality, absence of tho critical faculty , prejudice, 
credulity and inability  to d istinguish  between observed 
facts and related hypotheses, w hether the sp iritualists who 
seo a spirit hand in every um brella th a t happens to fly 
open, or the exposers to whom every th ing  is incredible 
except what belongs to  the ir own harrow world.”

Though V ou H artm ann has not himself a ttended  any 
stances, he is of opinion th a t, if all the  reports aro true, 
thero may indeed be h itherto  unexplored powers in man, 
bu t there is no cause to suppose any deviation from the 
laws of nature. I f  for instance a medium floats in tho air, 
th is proves, not th a t tho law of gravity  has been annulled, 
bu t th a t the medium is endowed with a force whoso 
repellent power is s tro n g  enough to overcome the a ttrac
tion of the earth .

I t  is hence his opinion th a t the vast quantity  of evidence 
shows “ th a t in th e  hum an organism  thero aro moro 
powers and conditions than  m odern exact science has 
investigated and  discovered, and th a t exact science ought 
to  undertake the ir investig a tio n .”  , :

H e seems to consider th a t the theory of “  unconscious 
cerebration” though no t cevering  all possible cases, is 
sufficient to account for tab le-tu rn ing . H e also thinks 
w riting  and tranc^-m edium ship is caused by the muscles 
of hand and m outh being  sot in motion by  unconscious 
cerebration.

H e com pares the condition of trance'-mediums with 
th a t of lucid sotunam bules, bu t observes, tha t both



w riting and trance-'-mediutas appear when exercising 
the ir special powers to be in possession of inform ation 
of which they a re  ignorant in their normal state.

To account for this phenomenon he supposes th a t there 
are in fact two states of consciousness which are capable 
of acting simultaneously in the human organism , having 
th e ir separate seats in the two portions of th e  br^in, and 
th a  action of this additional consciousness possessed by 
mediums, which is capable of acting w ithout the suspen
sion of the norm al consciousness, he calls m asked som
nambulism, m asked, because it is hidden by the conti
nuance of the normal consciousness. This m asked con
sciousness, he says, is the m iddlepoint betw een ordinary 
w aking consciousness and somnambulic consciousness 
and em braces all degrees of both these orders of con
sciousness. H e would prefer to call unconscious cerebra
tion the actjon of somnambulic consciousness.

A medium is then  a person who either Jjy chance or 
self-induced psychical conditions falls into normal or 
m asked somnambulism. The form er is the case, in in
voluntary speech, physical phenom ena which require a 
bpecial exertion of nerve power, aud third ly  for the 
comm unication of hallucinations to those ' present, in 
which last case i t  appears th a t a  specially intense 
hallucination m ust be present in the medium. I t  is, he 
savs, in the  condition of m asked somL’ambulisni th a t thd 
m ajority  of the phenomena tak e  place and thus a compre
hension of this condition contains the  key to the whole 
range of phenomena. .

H e fu rther rem arks th a t it is a  characteristic of 
mediums th a t they are able to fall into the state of som
nambulism autom atically w ithout the aid of a m agnetiser 
or mechanical means, bu t to do this successfully and with 
certa in ty  a t any given tim e requires much practice, and 
it is insufficient skill in the a tta inm ent of this condition 
th a t causes the  majority of failures a t seances. This 
faculty Von H artm ann compares w ith th a t discovered 
by Fahnestock aud named by him statuvolence, by which 
a person is able a t will to throw  him self into a state of 
somnambulism and awake from it a t a given time, and 
th is power of reaw akening is such th a t it can be confin
ed to a single part of the body, or all p arts  save ope, a t 
will.

He finds additional confirmation of this analogy from 
tho fact th a t it has been observed th a t the hands of 
w riting mediums, when w riting become quite ct>ld, thus 
indicating a cataleptic condition sim ilar to tha t induced 
by Fahnestock’s method.

The wukingconsciousnessaud theconscious will areonly 
used by the medium to give the first impulse to fall in to  
the somnambulic condition, and also in a general way to 
determ ine the class of phenomena to be displayed ; 
though this direction is not always followed. How the 
somnambulic consciousness arrives a t its dominion over 
the muscular system and sets in motion the as ye t undis
covered powers of the  organism , we know  as little as 
how the conscious, will proceeds to a tta in  command over 
the voluntary muscles in animal m agretism .

Speaking of such phenomena as the movement of 
furniture w ithout contact, he says tha t there  can be 
no question of unconscious cerebration or of im m ediate 
spiritual w orking of the medium on the m aterial objects, 
but ra ther of a physical power which is produced under 
psychical stimulus from the medium, hence he th inks 
that the name psychic force given by Cox is w rong and 
that, it should have been called nerve-force. H e also 
notes thut this force alters the dynamic relations which 
exist between m aterial objects and the earth , as proved 
by tho experim ents of Crookes with w eighing machines ; 
this property he compares with the lightness of some 
somnambules who cannot be made to sink in water and 
with tho tiaditions and ordeals of witches and others in 
ancient and medieval legends,

These phenomena he says are only explicable by m eans 
of an analogy w ith  frictional electricity, rem arking th a t 
this hypothesis of a polaric power has been already

adopted by the Indians, who explain them by the sus
pension of the force of gravity  and its  transform ation in to  
a repellent power b rough t about by a change in the  
polarity of the human body. I t  has also boen noticed thafc 
objects which float in the air act somewhat, like small 
air-balloons, th a t is, they  do not lose tlieir weight sud-- 
denly, b u t rise with a gradual gentle movement, accom-- 
panied by a sort of pendulous motion, they also have a 
sort of trem bling  action which has been proved by means 
of the  sphygm ograph to coincide with the pulsations o£ 
the medium. This is the plainest proof tha t the.pow er 
proceeds from the medium and not elsewhere.

N oticing the fact th a t the manifestations are generally 
stronger when the medium is co t alone but when others 
are  present, he says it seems as if the medium had tha  
power of w orking on those presen t more or less! in  such 
a  m anner as to make them also mediums, th a t is, cansea 
them unconsciously to  develope nerve-power, and th a t the  
medium is fu rther in a position to direct the  action of 
the whole of the nerve-power thus developed. 1

R aps he a ttrib u tes  to the expansive power of the  medi- 
umistic nerve-force w orking in  m aterial objects and th u s 
occasioning discharges sim ilar to those produced by ai 
frictional electric m achine. H e recommends tha t theso 
should be observed by means of a m icro-telephone and 
registered oo a phonograph th a t they may be d istinguish
ed from the results of the hallucinations of those presen t.

The passing of m atter th rough m atter he gives no 
hypothesis to account for, merely m entioning the  Ind ian  
theory th a t th is is effected by means of the  d isin tegra
tion and rein tegration  of m atter. On th e  m anner in 
which various articles are b rough t from a distance he is 
also silent, while adm itting  the genuineness of tho  phe
nomena, doubtless considering the hypothesis of a nerve- 
force which possesses the power of a ttrac tin g  objects a t 
a distance, sufficiently accounts for these facts, as in tho 
case of the movement of furniture. He compares tho  
playing of musical instrum ents with a feat of the  I n 
dian fakirs, in which a cork floating in a hollow cocoanut 
shell is made to dance in time to the piping of the fak ir.

He lays much stress on the fact th a t mediums ac t a3 
m agnetisers of unusual s treng th , and are thus able to 
transfer their own hallucinations to the minds of the 
sitters.

Inform ation on subjects of which the medium is igno
ran t in his normal condition, he accounts for on the hypo
thesis tha t, when in a sta te  of masked somnambulism, 
the medium is able to recall any th ing  he has once seen, 
though apparently  unnoticed a t the time, and also to read 
in the memory of those present all similar dim recollec
tions.

H e notices th a t in thought-reading the substance of tho 
thought, independently  of the  language in which it is 
expressed, is w hat is really transferred  to the sensitive ; 
in this way a somnambule is able to answer questions 
from a magnetiser correctly * w ithout understanding tha  
language in which they aro pu t, bu t the answ ers are  no 
longer correct when pu t iu a language w hich th e  m agne
tiser does no t him self understand.

In  order to account a t once for clairvoyance, insight 
into the future and transference of hallucination, he men
tions the hypothesis th a t the medium, when in a state of 
somnambulism, is able to come iuto direct connection 
with the  universal knowledge of the absolute spirit and 
so is able to read both p ast and future, and at the sama 
tim e is able to act on others by creating  a disturbanco 
in the absolute sp irit of which all liviug beings are 
functions. H e believes th a t every brain vibration which 
corresponds to a representation produces an analogous 
vibration in the e ther from  which it  is com m unicated 
by induction to o ther organism s.

H e thinks however th a t the transfer of impressions 
from a g rea t distance does not depend upon communica
tions of e ther vibrations, neither th is phenomenon nor 
clairvoyance are  to be accounted for on ordinary physica 
grounds, bu t we m ust ra ther tu rn  to m etaphysics for



s u p e ra o n s u a l  h y p o th e s is .  W i t h  r e g a r d  to  t r a n s f o r m a 
t io n s  a n d  m a te r ia l i s a t io n s ,  h e  B eem s to  c o n s id e r  t h a t  t h e  
f o r m e r  a r e  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  m e d iu m ’s  e x t r e m e  s y m p a th y ,  
s in c e  i t  h a s  b e e n  o f te n  o b s e r v e d  in  t h e  c a s e  o f  so m n a m -  
b u lo s  t h a t  th e y  t a k e  o n  th e  f e a t u r e s  a n d  g e n e r a l  
a p p e a r a n c e  o f o th e r s ,  nil t h a t  1m s  b e e n  r e la te d  a s  to  t h e  
a p p e a r a n c e  o f  m a te r i a l i s e d  fo rm s  o t h e r  th a n  th e  m e d iu m , 
a n d  t h e  v a r io u s  a c c o u n ts  o f  fo r m s  c lo th e d  in  d r a p e r y  o f  
w h ic h  th e  m e d iu m  w a s  n o t  in  p o s s e s s io n  a t  t l i e  t im e ,  h e  
c o n s id e r s  to  b e  t b e  r e s u l t  o f  h a l lu c in a t io n  t r a n s f e r r e d  
f r o m  t h e  m in d  o f t h e  m e d iu m  to  th o s o  p r e s e n t  a n d  
a f f e c t in g  o n e  o r  s e v e ra l  s e n se s .  _

I n  a  f in a l  c h a p t e r  lie  a r g u e s  a g a i n s t  t h e  h y p o th e s is  
t h a t  t h e  p h e n o m e n a  a r e  p r o d u c e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  s p i r i t s  o f 
t h o s o  w h o  o n c e  liv e d  o n  e a r t h ,  r e m a r k i n g  t h a t  c la i rv o y 
a n c e  i s  t h e  o n ly  p h e n o m e n o n  w h ic h  w o u ld  c a u s e  a n  u n 
p r e ju d i c e d  c r i t ic  to  s e e k  f o r  a n  e x p la n a t io n  in  t h e  d o m a in  
o f  t h e  s u p e r n a tu r a l .  '

T h e  a b o v e  m e a g r e  a b s t r a c t  w ill su ff ic e  to  g iv e  t h e  r e a d e r  
a n  i d e a  o f  V o n  H a r t m a n n ’s o p in io n s ,  t h e  l e a s t  s a t i s f a c 
t o r y  p a r t  o f  w h ic h  s e e m s  to  b e  h is  s u m m a r y  m o d e  o f  d i s 
p o s i n g  o f  a ll  “  m a te r i a l i z a t i o n s ”  o n  t h e  h y p o th e s is  o f  
c o m m u n ic a te d  h a l lu c in a t io n ,  fo r  t h o u g h  t h e  t h e o r y ,  b a se d  
o n  th o  r e s u l t s  o f  e x p e r im e n t s  w i th  m a g n e t iz e d  s e n s i t iv e s ,  
i s  a  p e r f e c t ly  t e n a b le  o n e ,  i t  s e e m s  a  l a r g e  a s s u m p t io n  to  
i n f e r  t h a t  h a l lu c in a t io n  is  t h o  so lo  c a u s e  o f  a l l  th e  
in n u m e r a b le  c a s e s  o f  u n d o u b t e d  m a te r ia l i z a t io n  o n  r e c o r d .  
I t  is  f u r t h e r  to  b e  n o t e d  t h a t  o u r  a u th o r  s u p p o r t s  h is  
t h e o r y  b y  r e f e r e n c e  to  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  c o m p le te  m a te r ia l i z 
a t io n s  o n ly  t a k e  p la c e  w h e n  t h e  c i r c le  is  f o r m e d  b y  
p o i s o n s  w h o  h a v e  b e e n  fo r  a  l o n g  t im e  a t t e n d i n g  t h e  
s e a n c e s  o f  th o  s a m e  m e d iu m ,  a n d  w h o  m a y  th e r o f o r e  b e  
s u p p o s e d  to  bo  u n u s u a l ly  s u s c e p t ib l e  to  t h e  h a l l u c in a t i n g  
p o w e r  o f  t h a t  m e d iu m  , b u t  w e  d o  n o t  t h in k  th is  is  
i n v a r i a b ly  th o  o ase , t h o u g h  i t  is  n o  d o u b t  t r u o  t h a t  
p e r s o n a t io n s  a n d  m a te r i a l i z a t io n s  h a v e  b e e n  o f te n  c o n 
f o u n d e d ,  w h e r e a s  t h e y  o u g h t ,  p r o p e r ly  H p e a k in g , to  b e  
c la s s e d  a s  d i s t i n c t  p h e n o m e n a .

0 .  P em b r id o b , F .  T . S .

(To be continued).

i f f  f l t n  d M i t q .

A NEW PRO PHUT OF SADHARAN BRAHMO B A llA j.
Sir ,— I t  is a matter of no small importance to mark tho 

stages of progress of any institution tha t has a certain 
influonco over a country. And sinco the progress of an 
institution is generally made up of, or at least represented by, 
tha t of a prominent individual in it, or of a definite specific 
unit tha t forces itself out from among others by dint of 
genius, vigour or characteristic peculiarities, a caveful obser
vation of such peculiar characteristics of the individual forms 
an essential part of sucli a survey as wo have undertaken in 
this briof articlo. The above are very general remarks, and 
their veracity can hardly be doubted. Nor is the application 
of theso roruarks in a special caso a totally fruitloss topic. 
Thoy mark off the epochs of riso and growth of au institu
tion from thoso of its fall and decay as coincident with tho 
life history of nn individual. Now there can be no surer 
sign of tho intolloctual decay of an individual than a logi
cally inconsistent manifestation of intellectual life. Such 
■we believe to be tho caso with a noteworthy section of tho 
Punjab Brahmo Samaj, and it is our object to point ont 
hero with tho least offence possible the traits of lifo of this 
body in this province.

Pundit Shib iS’araj'an Agnihotri Sannyasized as Satya 
Nanda Brahm Vadi, is no unknown personage in this pro
vince. As a zealous member of tho Punjab Sadharan 
Brahmo Samaj, and as one who was in one sense tho solitary 
instance among the Brahmos in the Punjab, of withstanding 
the New Dispensation, its nimsand preachings and its utility, 
and consequently against the inspired charactor of Keshub 
Chandra Son—he had chalked out for himself a distinct reli
gious faith, a well defined life 6f work, and in our opinion a 
substantial reform among tlio Brahmos- Proofs of the faot 
arc not wanting. Tho well known Pundit published in his 
monthly journal tho “ Bradar-i-Hind,” an article headed as

“ A Native (Indian) Prophet of the 19th Century,” wherein 
he severely criticized tho character and doctrines of Keshub 
Chandra Sen and the New Dispensation. The influenoe of 
Keshub Chandra Sen was undoubted in this province. The 
publication of this article, and the severe tone in which it 
was written, had the effect of unhinging some from their 
faith in Keshub Chandra Sen and confirming others in their 
old faith against all opposition and hostile criticism. The 
consequence of this it is not difficult to guess. Tho Brahmo 
Samaj was divided into two sects composed of the votaries 
of Keshub and his adversaries,—the result of the co-opera
tion of Pundit S. N. Agnihotri and Pundit Shiva Nath 
Shastari being to found a new reformed Brahmic Church 
under the name of tho Central Punjab Brahmo Samaj. This 
day is a momorable ono in the history of Brahmo Samaj in 
tho Punjab. Since thon, bifurcation having commenced, has 
been carriod to the extreme ; and although both sections 
bf the Brahmo Samaj have been proolaiming the doctrines of 
universal brotherhood and of toloration to the world at large, 
considered intrinsically, the two sections havo themselves 
been engaged in constant warfaro with each other. Never 
since then have the members of one sect joinod in the 
prarthna (prayers) of the othor, nor tho members of the 
latter ever met in the meetings of tho former.

I t  has been truly said by a well-known author that tho 
practical meaning of a doctrino is not to be jpdged by its 
being put in black and white in tho pages of some book of 
religious faith, but by an actual observation of life seon in 
tho every-day conduct and history of its believers. We are 
not to suppose that sinco the Brahmas have been preaching 
doctrines of universal brotherhood and toloration in their 
lectnres, they have in any way consistently followed them in 
their lives. On the contrary they have been shutting them
selves off altogether from contact with other religions bodies. 
Intolerant of them solves, intolerant of others, t hey have 
completely isolated themselves from tho broad society of the 
day, and Universal brotherhood has given birth to a narrow 
sectarianism, whilst tolerance has led to complete isolation, 
sophistication of ali reason and faith, petrification of con
science, and hardening of prejudice and bigotry. A strange 
metamorphosis this !

The picture presented by Hindu socioty in general, is, on 
the other hand, qnite the reverse. Known as superstitious 
and ignorant, provorbial as blind followors of dogmatism and 
as votaries of stereotyped faith aud worship, they have in 
their practical life shown that high tone of liberality which 
bespeaks moro than anything else, an actual permeation of 
the doctrine of toloration and Universal brotherhood through 
their very constitution. They have mixed in every society, 
with Brahmos and Aryas alike, and havo imbibed princi
ples of active life from whatsoever sources. A preposterous 
anomaly this. A very sure indication of tho decay of the 
former when faith becomes extinct, whero it was bred up, 
dwelt and lives, nay flourishes, whero its very existence may 
be termed exogenous.
We will leave this part of the subject and hasten to the more 

modern enigma of a Grihastha Sannyasa (of a quadrilateral 
triangle). The formation and advent of the Salvation Army 
in India introduced new technics of warfare in India, the 
technics of Grihastha Sannyasa. In  the month of December 
1882, Pundit S. N. Agnihotri, as yet a Grihasthi, takes 
Sannyasa throngh a special mandate of the Deity himself. 
Tho hall of Brahmo Mandar presents a strange spectacle. 
I t  is a scene of odd psychological evolntion. The elect, of 
the Deity who reccivos a special mandate from heaven is 
elothed in Bhagwa (earth brown) vesture. A Grihasthi gurn 
invests him with the dignity of sannyasa, tho Brahm valli, 
but yet retaining the sceptre of Grihastha aud gently 
breathes into his ears tho secret sacred guru mantra.

W hat a strango evolution is this ! Ho who once so 
forcibly declaimed against priostoraft and stereotyped 
symbolism and ceremonials of Hindu religion and its out
ward show, he who was So chaste and freo of ideas, as to 
feel repulsed at the inspirations and pretensions of Keshub, 
he who had made it the mission of his lifo to preach tbe 
doctrines of Universal brotherhood and toleration. Yes, he, 
tlie adored of the Brahmos, now succumbs to thoso very 
ceremonies, to the same exoteric investment, and brings 
dissent among the Brahmos, opposition among the oducated, 
and contempt among the public.

This topsy-turvy change, having worked throngh ^hia sand- 
drift, does not cease to  move. 1 Thd slippery mass 
continues to  com e in to  c o n ta c t ' w ith  o th e r  and more



elastic spheres. The working of the imagination is strange, 
vory strange indeed. The once fallible now infallible, rather 
the once infallible now fallible sanniyasi perceives that he 
was wrong when he declaimod against Keshnb, that he was 
wrong when he spoke against New Dispensation, that he was 
wrong when he wrote against inspiration. 'No, it would 
not do to blame Keshub and his followers. A higher end is to 
bo served, a farther destination is yet to be reached (nothing 
short of a direct proximity of the Deity), A reconciliation 
with Keshub must bo wrought. An Epistle to Keshub ia 
published. The inspired charaoter of Keshub is revindicated, 
the communication of God with the elect is justified, the 
necessity of the elect to receive the mandates of the Deity 
to work out his designs merely as his instrument is asserted 
aud established. Pundit S. R. Agnihotri is himself a prophet, 
an elect of the Deity, a messenger of God, the being embodi
ment of an inspired gospel. In the month of April, 1883, 
in his journal styled the “ Dharmgiwan," he issues a notioe 
proclaiming his inspired charaoter. He publicly asserts 
that he has been sont to wipe off the sins of men on this 
earth, that through a special mandate of the Deity, Northern 
India has been consigned to his care and patronage. * * * ,

Frail inan, dupe of imagination and fancy ; vain delusions 
these, vain are these pretensions and thy ambitious aspira
tions.

Can mortal man ever wipe off the sins of men ; oan one 
measure the Universe when he can hardly measure himself ; 
mortality thy doom is fallibility !

Sinco then the Christian Church has been faithfully 
imitated ; the acquisition and accretion of disciples has been 
■zealously sought, the separation of husbands from wives 
and brothers from brothers, has been mercilessly attempted. 
Blessings and benedictions have beeu lavished on one sect, the 
scct of the favoured ; censures and anathemas have been 
constantly hurled against the unfortunate set of anbelievei'S, 
against those who havo refused to come undor his protec
tion or have evaded his grasp. Those who point out his 
faults havo been grotesquely abused iu public and in private. 
Strange things have been worked and stranger still will be 
those that will be worked. To the eye of an observer of 
philosophic mind those are events impregnated with deep 
meaning. Something from behind the arras ia visible,—a 
hidden assassin—an engine of destruction—a religious bubble. 
Note it who will !

A Yodnq Man,
(Lahore.)

T H E  A U R A  O F  T R E E S .

] t  is enjoined that the dry twigs of tho sacred Aswatha 
used for tbe Homa and otiier sacrificial purposes should not 
bo cut with a knife but should be collected from branches 
that dry on the tree and fall to the ground. We also read 
iti English history that the Druids always severed the mistle
toe from the aaoreil o tk with a golden knife, not an iron one. 
Thus both in tlie East and in the West, tho use of iron or 
steel knives 011 such occasions was forbidden, presumably 
for a good reason. Is it because the iron will abstract and 
draw off somo of tlie pure magnetism of the tree that the 
use of it is prohibited? Baron Von Reichonbach discovered 
in tho course of his researches that the Odic aura pervades 
the whole vegetable kingdom and that it is conductible by 
iron as well as by other substances. Now, as you are aware, 
certain trees arc regarded by Hindus as possessing air aura 
or influence highly favorable to the development of spiritu
ality, and certaiu others as having a maleficent influence upon 
man. Traditional belief, based upon our sacred literature, 
ascribes to theso members of the vegetable kingdom an 
attractive powor for respectively good and bud elementals 
or nature-spirits. Those of tho former class are planted 
in the compounds of temples aud private houses, and resort
ed to by snch as would develop in themselves the higher 
psychic powers. According to tho Buddhistic belief, the Boilhi- 
satsalwayscombattheevil powers of natureand attainBuddha- 
hood under the shade of the Bo-treo (the Ficus religiosa)-, the 
leaves of the margosa are employed for stroking a patient 
suffering from snake or scorpion bites, and also stuck 
under the oaves of the fronts of houses where there is a 
childbirth or a case of small-pox, as they are believed to 
havo tho property of absorbing bad magnetisms. After a 
time they are supposed to jjave become saturated with the 
same and ara replaced with, fresh ones ; around the bed of 
the small-pox patient quantities of these are kep aud daily

renewed. Great care is taken to throw the stale leaves 
especially those used for snake and scorpion bites, into somb 
place where they w illno tibe trodden upon, as the poisonous 
aura may thus be communicated to tho person walking 
over them- : ’

I have mentioned these few facts to show tha t many, if 
not most, of the antiquated customs and traditions of India, 
aro reminiscences of a very general knowledge in ancient 
times of the ocoult relations between trees, men, and 
races of the elemental kingdom. .

V. Coopoo SwAMT*

ZOUOAfSTRIAN ISM .

' ' , . L  ‘
S ik,—I  shall here attempt a solution of one of m j 

questions published in your issne of May last. I t  is stated 
that 12,000years of the Zoroastrian books when multiplied 
360 give 4,820,000, which is the snm total of the number of 
years of the four Yugas, viz., Kali, Dwapara, T rita  and 
Satya.- Now thoso who will take the trouble of reading t h a  
Dabistan of Mostan Fani will find it stated therein that t h o  
figures of the Sabeans represent years of the planets, and 
that one day of the Sun planet is equal to 360 days of t h *  
earth. Thus, it will be seen, that the 12,000 years o | tha 
Zoroastrians accord with the requirements of the student* 
of the esoteric philosophy. In this connection, the reader 
■will find it stated in the Bundaish that the mountain Alburs 
has only 360 apertures through which the st^n ^ravek  
during a year. Let the reader also note that Alburz is not
ii mountain in the worldly sense, but something having a 
reference to the following :

“ Likewise tha t the orb of the earth ia far different £rou 
what it is generally supposed to be; that ita summit i s  
ethereal and reaohes as far as to the moon; that it is every
where perforated with holes, and that we reside a t the 
bottom of certain of these hollows, while at tho same tim« 
we vainly imagine that we dwell ou the summit *• of the 
earth.” (Vide Introduction by Thomas Taylor to his trans
lation of the Phaedo of Plato). Compare tho above with 
the following from the Bundaish :

“ Of the nature of the mountain, it says in revelation, 
that, at first the mountains have grown forth in eighteen 
years; two hundred years up to the star station, two hundred 
years to the moon station, and two hundred years to tha 
endless light.”

Kinvet-peretu, i. e., Chinvat Bridge, says tho Bundaiah ii  
situated upon one of the peaks of the Alburz, the ethereal 
summit of the earth (or shall we say the ethereal mountain 
surrounding the earth) aud is the place where Srosh and 
Rashna and A rstat take account. I t  is probably on this 
ethereal summit, (whioh, according to the Bundaish, reachea 
as far as the endless lights or the highest sphere, the Supra- 
muudano Light of the Chaldeans), that we must seek th» 
Chinvat bridge of the Parsees and the Devachan and the 
Avitchi of the Buddhists.

N o t e . — I t  s e e m s  to  n s  t h a t  t h o  n u m b e r  of  y e a r s  in th o  C y c le  
of  12 ,000 y e a r s  r e f e r r e d  to  i n  t h e  Z o r a s t r i a n  books  s h o u ld  b e  
c a l c u l a t e d  a c c o r d in g  to  t h e  c o m p u t a t i o n  b y  D e v a n j a n a m  aa  
k n o w n  t o  t h e  a n c i e n t  A r y a n s  T h is  M a u a m  is  r e f e r r e d  t o  a n d  
e x p la in e d  in  t h e  141s t  C h a p t e r  of M a t s y a  P u r a n a ,  I t  is t h e r e in  
s t a te d  t h a t  360 y e a r s ,  a c c o r d in g  to  o r d i n a r y  h u m a n  r e c k o n in g ,  
a r e  e q u a l  to  o n e  y e a r  a c c o r d in g  t o  D e v a m a n u r a  ; a n d  t h a t  t h e r e 
fore  t h e r e  a r e  12 ,000 D e v a  y e a r s  in  o n e  M a h a y u g a .  T h is  cap  be  
eas i ly  in f e r r e d  f rom  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a n  o r d i n a r y  y e a r  is e q u iv a le n t  
t o  o u e  d a y  of t h e  D e v a s  a c c o r d i n g  to  t h e  H i n d u  books,  U t t a r a -  
y a u a  b e in g  r e p r e s e n t e d  a s  d a y  t i m e  a u d  D a r k g h in a y a u a  a s  nigh), 
t im e .  F o r  f u r t h e r  p a r t i c u l a r s  w e  r e f e r  o u r  r e a d e r s  to  th »  
a fo re sa id  C h a p te r  of M a t r y a  P u r a n a . — (Ed.)

I I .
Having hitherto confined my letters to the subject 

of the Ameslia-spentas, I shall now proceed to give th® 
reader the ordorof emanations as presented by the Avesta.

The first are the seven Ameshu-spentas, in their du* 
order: (1), Aburmazda. (2),■ Vohumano, (3). Asha Vahista. 
(4), Khshthra-Vairya, (5), Spenta-Armaiti. (6). Haurvatat.
(7), Ameretat.

Then follow: (8), (Qah Avisthrum), The Farvaahig.
(9), (Gah Ushain) Shroosh, Rashnae and Arshat. (10), (Uah 
Havani) M ithra and Ram Khsthra. (11), (Qah Rapitac). 
Adar or the 'principle of fire. (12), (Gah Uzziren). Tha 
principle of water or A ban,



• Let tho reader for tbe present confine himself to thfe Yasnas 
38 to 72 -which are more antiquated. In  them he -will find 
the above names and no more. The ab6ve order he will find 
corroborated throughout the Avesta—see more especially 
Yasnas 1, 2, and 3, and the Sirorza and the . Yast of the 
seven Amesha-spentas. In  the AveSta, Gah Harani com
mences tbe order, but I hare, fdr the sake of convenience, 
■placed Avisthreun at the head. •
> - (1). The first of the Amesha-spentas is Ahur Mazd, who is 
F irst Principle. The One and the Good of the Platonists* 
H-e is t.he cause of all and is tho Light of Lights. He is the 
spiritual sun of the Platonists. He is identical with tho 
principle Bound, of the • two principles, Bound and Infinite 
of the Platoniste. He is identical with eternity, tho time with 
out bounds or end, and with tho Spenta-Mainyus of tho 

'Avesta. : ’
(2) Vohumano is the second of the Amesha-spentas and 

represents Spiritual-wisdom and Logos, and coincides With 
Ttbe second hypostasis of tho Platonists. ; •

Y (3) Asha Vahiata represents, the Intellect or Demiurgus 
r of the Platonists. He is identical with the highest divine 
.Essence; being identical, as above Btated, with the Intellect, 
f&d Detninrgus and tho highest conceivable divine Essence,

!he is 'the  Fashioner hnd hence is it that he is throughout 
tbe batlins praised and prayed to in.connection with Mazda 

:i>i' Ahurmazd (In terms such as Mazda and Asha,” “ Ahrir- 
'mazd and Asha”). (4). Khasthra-Vajrya,(5) Spenta Ormath. 
'(6 ). Haurvatat and (7). Ameretat. The interpretation^ of 
these I Shall reserve for tho prosent. • '

' Who are all seven of like mind, all seven of like speech, 
ill 1 seven like acting. Like is their mind, like their actions, 
like is their father and Ruler, namely, the Creator Abur- 
nlar.d.” " ‘‘ V

: O f  w hom  one sees the soul of another: how it thinks on
good thoughts, how it thinks on good words, how it thinks 
OH. good works, how it thinks on Garo-Nemuna. Their ways 

!Rr,e. shining when they fly hither to tho offering-gifts.” 
(Vide Farnardiri Yasht). ■
' “ Which are there the creators and the destroyers of the 
creatures of Ahurmazd, their creators and overseers, their 
protectors and rulers.

‘‘ They it is who further the world ftt will, so that it does 
iio i grow old and die, does not become corrupt and stinking, 
bi}t ever-living, ever-profiting, a kingdom as one wishes it, 
that the dead may arise, and Immortality for the living man 
come, which gives according to wish furtherance for the
w o r l d .  . . .

‘‘ The worlds which teach purity will he immortal, the 
'P rukhs will disappear at the time. So soon as it comes to 
the pure to slay him and his hundred-fold seed, then it is 
(ripo) for dying and fleeing away.” (Zamyad Zast).

(8). The Farvnshis are either regenerated souls or souls 
which have perhaps never been incarnate. They reside, 
according to the Chaldeans, in the Supramundane Light.

“ I declare thus to thee, the might, strength, majesty, 
help, and joy of the Farvashis of the pure, holy Zarathustra, 
the mighty, storming, how they bring help to one, how they 
secnl-e assistance to one, the strong Farvashis of the pure. 
Through their brightness and majesty I uphold the heaven,
O Zarathustra,—which shines above and is fair—which goes 
round about this earth. Throagh their brightness and 
majesty flow the waters forward in haste at the inexhausti
ble eources; through their brightness and majesty, the trees 
gr(*w up from the earth at the inexhaustible sources; 
through their brightness and majesty blow winds which urge 
the clouds forwards to the inexhaustible sources. Through 
the ir brightness and majesty women protect their chil
dren ; through their brightness and majesty, they bring 
forth happily; through this brightness and majesty, it 
happens they bear children. Through their brightness and 
majesty goes the snn his path, through their brightness and 
majesty goes the moon her path, through their brightness 
ana  majesty go the stars their path,”

“ The givers of victory to the implorers, the givers of favor 
to tha workmen, the givers of health to the working, the 
givers of much brightness to those offering to them, who 
pray to them, contenting them, bringing gifts, tho pure.

“ Who go most thither where pure men are, who 
TOOSt .keep purity in mind whero they are most honoured, 
H'hero the pure is contented, where the pure is riot plagued,” 
(see tho Farvardin Yasht,)'. : . ,

, (9.) Srosh, Rashun and Arstat are ocmsidored to be Yazatas 
or apgels. Srosh represents victory and advances.the world.

He is the symbol of demotion and piety and leads one to 
heaven. Rashnn represents justice. Arstat farthers and 
advances the world. These three lead one to heaven, pro
bably td the Supramundane Light, wherein the Farvashis 
dwell.

The Avesta says that the body of Srosh is the manthfa.
“ Srosh, the holy, strong wno has the m anthra as a 

body, the Ahurian, with strong weapons.
“ Rashun, the greatest, and Arshat who furthers the 

world, increases the world; the true spoken word whibh 
furthers the world.” (Siroza). ! i

And what are the manthras P The Mazdyasnian law 
itself is a Manthrft, comprising all manthras and precepts. 
The manthras aro not only the manthras of efficacy against 
the evil spirits, but they are supposed to strengthen one to 
combat the whole host of moral and spiritual evils and to 
giV6 victory, and they thus carry with them the ideals of the 
highest morality and of the highest elevation of BOnl as 
much.as to bo united with the divinity. I t  ii the mElnthras 
that lead ono to the region of the Farvashis.

(10): Mithra and Kiim Khshtra are always together.
Until a better interpretation is offered, I shall call Mithra 
the prinoiple of ether.; Rani Khsthra is the principle of 
air. In later writings it is stated that Mithra, Srosh and 
Rashun aro the Yazatas who take account at tho Chinvat, 
Bridge,: In this connection, it will be well t6 keep irt tnind 
the five well-known principles of elemeots, viz., the principled 
of ether, air, fire, water and earth. Again, these principles 
Bhould not be considered solely as material elements, but 
must be taken as existing in the heaven before the corjx>reai 
manifestation. Mithra is ordinarily described in the Avesta 
as possessing wide pastures; •

(11). Adar, is the principle of fire. Fire is always described 
as son of Ahurmazd, a n d  is considered identical with Ashara- 
hista, the third Amesha-spenta. We have seen above that 
Ashavahista is identical with the demiurgus and is the same 
with the universal Intellect and the highest conceivable 
Essence oi Light. Fire thbrefore is only tho C o r p o r e a l  
symbol of Asharahista who is son of Ahura-Mazda.

(12). The principle of water.
In the above enumeration, tho principle of earth is wanting, 

and it is for the reader to find out the reason of it.
What have the respective Gaha or the parts of a.day to do 

with the above P In this connection, the reader should refer 
to the Gah prayers in the Khordeli Avesta, and he will find 
that each respective Gah has reference to its property as 
above described. I t  is likely that tho study of Bundarshureo 
throw some light upon tho subject..

Until a better exposition is put forth, I should consider 
the above to be Zoroastrianism pure and simple.

A h m e d a b a d ,  ) Yours faithfully,
7-8-1885. ) D i i u n j e b i i o y  J a m s e t j e e  M e d h o r a .

DOUBTS ON VEDANTA PHILOSOPHY.
Dear Sir and Brother.
I have lately received from a friend of mine, for satis

factory answer, a coj)y of the questions on Vedanta Philoso
phy which appeared some months ago in a weekly Hindi 
Journal named Mitra Vilas of Lahore. In  the same Journal 
havo appeared their answers which are somewhat difficult, 
to comprehend. I  therefore beg to submit an English trans
lation of the questions, and shall feel much obliged by your 
allowing them to be published, when space permits, in the 
columns of the Theosophist in which they shall await answers 
from such Vedantists as our esteemed learned brother T. 
Subba Row Garu B. A. B. L. who is quite familiar with the 
Adwaita doctrine of Vedanta Philosophy, the spirit of the 
Aryan Religion.

“  W i th  r e g a r d  to  t h e  c rea t io n  of th e  U n iv e r s e ,  i t  is be lieved 
“  t h a t  it  (T h e  U n iv e r s e )  is n o th in g  nhd nil t h a t  a p p e a r s  ie h u t  
*' t.lie fo rm  of O m  S a t-C h ii-A n a n d a  B r a h m a  w hose  n a m e  hns 
“  t h r o u g h  ig n o r a n c e  been  d e s ig n a t e d .  “ T h e  U n iv e r s e .”  As for 
“  in s ta n c e ,  t h e  S h o o k s i  (a p e a r l  o y s te r )  is a d m i t t e d  t o  be Rnj i t  
“  (S i lver )  t h r o u g h  ig n o r a n c e  or  i l lusion .  I n  r e fe re n c e  t o  .this we 
“  a s k  t h a t  t h i s  s u p p o s i t io n  of R n j i t  in  ShookRi a r i s e s  in  a  third  
‘‘ p e r s o n  w h o  is q u i t e  d i s t i n c t  b o th  f rom  t h e  pea r l  oyBter  and 
“  s i lv e r  a n d  s in c e  a c c o r d in g  to  y o u r  ( V e d a n ta )  d o c t r in e ,  the re  
“  e x i s t s  n o t h i n g  sa v e  B r a h m a ,  t h e  q ues t ion  is w h o  i t  is to  whom 
** th i s  i l lu s io n  of  t h e  U n i v e r s e  in  B r a h m a  can  b e  a sc r ib e d .  S h o u ld  
“  yoU say  t h a t  B r a h m a  h im s e l f  is  t in d e r  t h i s  i l lu s ion ,  w e  rep ly  
“  t h a t  no  one can  f o rg e t  h im s e l f  in t h e  s t a t e  of  consoiousnesa. 
“ F o r  ih a ta n c e ,  D e v a  D u t t a  c a n n o t  m i s t a k e  h im s e l f  f o r  V ishnu-



“  d u t t o  o r  J u g d u t t a .  (Tyvo c o p t f a d i c tp ry .  t j i in g ^  c a n n o t  e x i s t  
“  t o g e t h e r  P). “  A n d  if y o u  s t i l l  v e n t u r e  to  sa y  t h a t  t h i s  I l lu s io n  
“ fo u n d  i t s  w a y  in B ra h r q a  n o t  in  a  s t a t e  of c o n s c io u s n e s s  b u t  
“ w h e n  h e  a s s o c i a t e d 1 w i th  M a y a ,  w e  sh a l l  t h e n  r e q u e s t  y o u  to
11 ex p la in  'h o w  ! t h e n 1 d o  y o u 1 a t t r i b u t e  ■ t»i B r a h m a 1 Sat-C hit. 
“  A naiu la  ( e t e r n a l  l ife ,  k n o w l e d g e , . b l i ss ) ; .q u a l i t ie s ’, , w h e n  H e  
“ is, a s  y o u  say ,  a s so c ia te d  w i th  M a y $  ,\vUiclt I g n o ra i i c o .  J u s t  
“ f ancy  t h a t  A g y a j ia  ( fg n o r ^ p c q )  m e a p s i  w p n t  >o£ ^ iy a u a  o r  kuoyv- 
“  l e d g e  w h e r e a s  you  bel ieve  t h a t  G y a n a  o f  k n o w le d g e  is a  f o rm ,  
“  of B r a h m a .  H e n c e  w h e n  i t  is  f o u n d  t h a t  l i r a h i n a  l ia s  associu- 
“ t io n  w i th '  I g n o r a n c e ,  H i s  ’ f i r s t  q u a l i t y  S a t  ( E t e r n a l  l ife )  is 
“  im m e d ia t e ly  d e s t ro y e d  a n d  t h e n  h o w  c a u  h e  be  ca l led  Sal f o r  
“  e t e r n a l  e x i s te n c e  is  t h a t  w h ic l i  h a s  n o  d e s t r u c t i o n . ”

‘‘ A g a in  t h e n ,  w h e n  y o u  a d r o i t  t h e  a s so c ia t io n  o f  I g n o r a n c e  
“ w ith  B r a h m a ,  H i s  se co n d  a t t r i b u t e  Ohil ( k n o w le d g e )  m u s t  a lso  
“  be p u t  a s id e  be c a u se  t h i s  q u a l i t y  to o  w h ic h  m e a n s  G y a n a  h a s  
'! been  d e s t r o y e d .  C o n s e q u e n t l y  w h e r e v e r  t h e r e  is  ig n o ra n c e  

t h e r e  c o n s t a n t ly  p r e v a i l s  p a in  a u d  w h e r e  t h e r e  is p a in  t h e r e  
“  can  be  n o  p l e a s u re .  I n  t h i s  m a n n e r  t h e  t h r e e  fo rm a l  a t t r i b u t e s  
‘‘ (Sat C hit-A nanda)  of  B r a h m a  a r e  w h o l ly  d e s t r o y e d . ”

“  W e  f u r t h e r  beg to  lay  o n e  m o r e  e n q u i r y  fo r  c o n s id e ra t io n .  I s  
“  M a y a  d i f f e r e n t  o r  n o n - d i f f e r e n t  f ro m  B r a h m a  ? I f  d i f f e r e n t ,
“  t h e n  M a y a  wil l  h a v e  to  b e ; e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  a  fo rm  of to tal  I g n o -  
“  ratice fo r  B r a h m a  is  f o rm  o f  k n o w le d g e  a n 4  w h a te v e r  is  diffe- 
“  r e n t  f ro m  h im  m u s t  b e  I g n o r a n c e .  F u r t h e r  a n o t h e r  d o u b t  t h a t  
“  a r i s e s  h e r e  is  t h a t  if  t h e r e  r e a l ly  a p p e a r s ) s o m e th in g  else  e x is t in g  
“ a s  s e p a r a t e  f ro m  P r a h m a ,  ho w  c o u ld  y o u  t h e n  m a in t a in  t h e  
“  n o n d u a l i t y  of  B r a h m a . ”

“ If, h o w e v e r ,  Maya! m i g h t  b e  a d m i t t e d  to  b e  n o n -d i f f e r e n t  
“  f ro m  B r a h m a ,  i t  w o u ld  t h e n  b e  H i s  fo rm .  I n  t h i s  r a s e  h o w  d id  
“  t h e n  M a y a  c a u s e  t h e  B r a h m a  t o  b e  m i s t a k e n  fo r  t h e  U n iv e r se  
"  b e c a u s e  B r a h m a  is  se lf  i l l u m in a t e d  a n d  th e  p r o p e r t y  of l i g h t  is 
“  to  e x h ib i t  t h i i ig s  a s  t h e y  a r e ,  t h e n  whij.t r e a s o n  is th e r e  t h u t  i t  
“ show ed  th in g s  to  t h o  c o n t r a r y  P F o r  B r a h m a  is  S a t Chit Ananda. 

a n d  t l ie  U n i v e r s e  A eat J u d  a n d  Dookh  ; u n re a l  m a te r ia l  a n d  
p a in fu l .  I n  a d m i t t i n g  M a y a  to  b e  n o n - d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  B r a h m a  

“ tho rp  a r ines  a n o t h e r  d o u b t .  T h a t  M a y a ,  u n d e r  th e s e  c i ic i jm -  
“  s ta n ces ,  will  n e v e r  b e  d e s t ro y e d  b e cau s e  t h a t  w h ic h  is id e n t ic a l  
“ w i lh  B r a h m a  ro u s t  b e  h a s  i n d e s t r u c t i b l e  us B r a h m a  H im s e l f .
“  A n d  if  t h i s  M a y a  r e m a in s  u n d e s t ro y e d ,  t h e  I l lu s io n  of  t h e  U n i '
“  verse  c o n in u e s  on  for  e v e r  a n d  as l o n g  a s  t h i s  l a s t s  w here  i s  t h e  
“  rea l iza t io n  of t h e  N i r v a n a  o r  M o k s h a ,  m e n t io n e d  iu  t h e  V p d an tap  
*• B ecause  t h e  a n n ih i l a t i o n  of  a l l  p a i n s  a n d  s u f f e r i n g s  a n d  th e  
“ a t t a i n m e n t  of  s u p r e m e  f e l ic i ty  is  c a l l e d  M o k s h a  w h ic h  it  is im  
“ poss ib lo  t o  a t t a i n  u n t i l  a n  id e a  of  t h e  U n iv e r s e  l a s t s . ”

Y o u r s  f r a te rn a l ly ,
P u h e  Lall, F .  T .  S.

N a g p u r ,  C. P .  V  
7th August 1885. j

fjSOTEllIC BUDPHISM.
Dkab S ir,— M a n y  o f  m y  b r o t h r e n  b e l i e v e  t l i a t  t h e  T h e o s o 

p h i c a l  S o c i e t y  h a s  a  r e l i g io n  o f  i t s  o w n  a n d  t h a t  i t  i s  t h e  
e s o t e r i o  B u d d h i s m .  I  w r i t e  t h i s  t o  s a y  t h a t  t h e s e  b e l i e f s  
f ire  i n c o r r e c t .  T h e  S o c i e t y  h a s  n o  r e l i g i o n ,  i t s  m e m b e r s  
b e i n g  a t  l i b e r t y  to  o w e  a l l e g i a n c e  t o  a n y  r e l i g i o n  t h e y  p l e a s e .

A s  to  e s o t e r i c  B u d d h i s m ,  I  h a v e  n o t  c l e a r l y  know n  w h a t  i t  
is.  M y  i d e a  i s  t h a t  iu  t h i s  r e l i g i o n  n o  c o n s c i o u s  b e i n g  is 
a d m i t t e d  a s  t h e  c r e a t o r ,  p r e s e r v e r  a n d  d e s t r o y e r  o f  t h i s  w o r l d  
a n d  t h a t  a l l  t h i n g s  h a v e  e v o l v e d  f r o m  a n  u n c o n s c i o n s  th in g ' .  
I f  I  a m  c o r r e c t  in  t h i s  o p i n i o n ,  i t  is  110 o t h e r  t h a n  p u r e  
m a t e r i a l i s m ,  b u t  I  h a v e  s e e n  B u d d h i s t s  p r o f e s s i n g  e s o t e r i o  
B u d d h i s m  v e r y  f i e r c e ly  a t t a c k i n g  m a t e r i a l i s m .  T h i s  l o o k s  
t o  m o  p a r o d o x i c a l  a n d  I  t h e r e f o r e  ■ r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t  
e s o t e r i c  B u d d h i s t  b r e t h r e n  k i n d l y  t o  e x p l a i n  t h i s  m a t t e r .  1 
t h i n k  t h a t  i f  I a m  r i g h t  i n  t h e  d e s c r i p t o m  o f  e s o t c r i c  B u d 
d h i s m  i t  i s ,  a s  i t  s e e m s  to  m e ,  u o  o t h e r  t h a n  r e a l  A t h e i s m ,  
A m  I  r i g h t  ?

R. Raounath Row.

Note  Q u r  C o r r e s p o n d e n t  is q u i t e  r i g h t  in  s a y in g  t h a t  t h e  
T h e o so p h ic a l  S oc io ty  a s  su c h  h a s  no  d e f in i te  d o g m a t i c  c r e e d  of i ts  
own to  p r o p a g a te .  I t  h a s  a l r e a d y  b e e n  p o in t e d  o u t  se v e ra l  t im e s  
t lm t  i t  is n o t  t b e  o b je c t  of  t h e  S o c i e t y  to p r e a c h  a n y  l o i m  of 
B u d d h i s m  w h e t h e r  E s o t e r i c  o r  exo te r ic .  B u t ,  e v e ry  fo rm  of  
e s o tc r ic  r e l ig io n  a n c i e n t  o r  m o d e r n  i s  a  s u b j e c t  f o r  ca re fu l  
Btudy a n d  in v e s t ig a t i o n  b y  t h e  Soc ie ty .

O u r  C o r r e s p o n d e n t  d o es  n o t  a p p e a r  to  k n o w  c l e a r ly  w h a t  
E s o t e r i c  B u d d h i s m  is  a s  h e  h im se l f  co n fesses .  H e  w o u ld  h a v e  
o b ta in e d  som e c l e a r e r  id e a s  on t h e  s u b j e c t  if h e  had  pa id  so m e  
a t t e n t io n  t o  t h e  e x p la n a t io n s  c o n ta in e d  in “  I s i s  U n v e i l e d ”  arid 
“  E so te r io  B u d d h i s m ” a n d  th e  a r t i c l e s  f ro m  t i m e  to  t im e  p u b l i s h 
ed  in t h e  c o lu m n s  of  t h e  T h e o s o p h is t .  W e  r e q u e s t  o u r  e s t e e m e d  
c o r r e s p o n d e n t  tp  d e v o te  som e t im e  to  t h e  s t u d y  o f  t h e  s u b j e c t  
b e fo re  l e a p in g  to  h a s t y  c o n c lu s io n s  a b o u t  t h e  m a t t e r  u i i d e r  
c o n s id e ra t io n .

E s o t e r i c  B u d d h i s m  d o e s  not t e a c h  t h a t  “  all  t h i n g s  l iave  
evo lved  f ro m  an unconscious th ing”, a n d  c o n s e q u e n t ly  o u r  c o r r e s 
p o n d e n t ’s infci eiH'c.s a ro  all  c lea r ly  w ro n g .  N o  ju s t i f ic t t t io u  is

t h e r e f o r e  n e c e s s a ry  fp r  ( h e  a t t i t u d e  a s s u m e d  ,b y  t f i e  followers, o f  
^ M t r i n e a g a m s t t h e  Bp-colled m a te r ia l i s t s .  Tfie', ch arg f i  o f  

a th e i s m  will b e  s e e n  to  be  u n f o u n d e d  on  Pi}r c o r r e s p o n d e n t ' s ’ 
owi} s h o w in g ,  s in c e  h i s  a s s u m p t i o n 1 Js e r ro n e o u s .  I f  o u r  c o r rb s - '  
p o n d e n t  is a n x io u s  to  l e a r n  s o m e th i n g  a b o u t  th e  s o u r o e a n d  o r ig in !  
of  t h e  U n i v e r s e  f r o m  th e  S t a n d - p o in t  of E so te r i c  B u d d h i s m  bo. 
m a y  o b ta in  so m e  in f o rm a t io n  f ro m  th e  w o r k s  ab o v e  m e n t io p p d  
a n d  th e  k a r ik a  o f  G o u d a p a t h a  o n  M a u d u k y a  U p a n i s h a d .— Ed,\

JU U i  £ Uf H , J  :
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; T h i s  v o l u m e  is  a  r e p r i n t  o f  t h e  s e r i e s  o f  a r t i c l e s  w h i c h  
a p p e a r e d  iu  t h i s  j o u r n a l  u n d e r  t h e  t i t l e  o f  “  P r a c t i c a l  I n s t r u c 
t i o n s  f o r  S t u d e n t s  o f  O c c u l t i s m ” . T h i s  r e p u b l i c a t i o n  1 h a a  
b e e n  u n d e r t a k e n ,  t h a n k s  t o  t h e  l i b e r a l  h e l p  o f  a  l e a d i n g  
m e m b e r ' o f  t h e  s o c i e t y ,  i n  c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  t h o  , v e r y  g e n e r a l  
a p p r e c i a t i o n  w i t h  w h i c h . t h e  o r i g i n a l  a r t i c l e s  w e r e  r e c e i v e d .

T h e  b o o k  b e f o r e  u s  is  h o w e v e r  m o r e  t h a n  a  l i t e r a l  r e p r i n t ,  
a s  m a i i y  i m p r o v e m e n t s  h a v e  b e e n  m a d e  a n d  t h e  e a r l i e r  
a r t i c l e s  o f  t h e  s e r i e s  h a v e  b e e n  e n t i r e l y  r e w r i t t e n .  ,

I t  w o u l d  a l m o s t  h a v e  b e e n  b e t t e r  h a d  t h e  b o o k  b e e u  
e n t i t l e d  “  O c c u l t i s m  i u  d a i l y  l i f e ”  a s  t h i s  w o u l d  h a v e  g i v e n  
a  b e t t e r  i d e a  o f  i t s  r e a l  s c o p e .  I t  is n o  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  t r a s h y  
r e c i p e s  o r  d o u b t f u l  c h a r m s ,  b u t  a n  a t t e m p t  to  s e t  f o r t h  t h e  
d e e p e r  t r u t h s  o f  t h e  e s o t e r i c  d o c t r i n e  iu  p l a i n  t e r m s  e a s i l y  
a p p l i e d  b y  all- M a n y  p e o p l e  s e e m  t o  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  S t u d y  
o f  o c c u l t i s m  is  n e c e s s a r i l y  c o n f i n e d  t o  t h e  c u l t i v a t i o n  o f  t h e  
h i g h e r  s e n s e s  a n d  t h e  a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  p o w e r s ,  
w h e r e a s  t h e s e  t h i n g s  a r e  b u t  t h e  c o n c o m i t a n t s  o f  a  c e r t a i n  
s t a t e  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t  i u  t h e  c o m p l e t e  i n d i v i d u a l  a u d  s h o u l d  
n e v e r  b e  p u r s u e d  a s  e n d s  i n  t h e m s e lv e s .  T h e  t r u e  o c c u l t i s t  
r e c o g n i z e s  t h e  a c t i o n  o f t h e  o c c u l t  l a w s  in  o r d i n a r y  t h i n g s  
a s  in  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  o n e s ,  a n d  t h e  e s o t e r i c  s c i e n c e  is  o f  l i t t l e  
p r a c t i c a l  u s e  u n l e s s  i t  is c a p a b l e  o f  u n i v e r s a l  a p p l i c a t i o n  i n  
t h e  i u f i n i t e l y  l i t t l e  a s  w e l l  a s  iu  t h o  i n f in i t e l y  g r e a t .  B e f o r o  
s o l v i n g  a  p r o b l e m  w e  n e e d  to  h a v e  a n  a c c u r a t e  a c q u a i n t a n c e  
o f  t h e  f a c t o r s  o f  w h i c h  i t  is c o m p o s e d  a n d  b e f o r e  e x p l o r i n g  
t h e  h i g h e r  m y s t e r i e s  w h i c h  a r e  n o t  r e v e a l e d  to  t h e  u n i n i t i a t e d ,  
w e  n e e d  to  m a k o  o u r s e l v e s  a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  
t h e  s a m e  l a w s  a s  t h o s e  b y  w h i c h  t h e  h i g h e s t  m y s t e r i e s  a r e  
g o v e r n e d  in  t h e  v i s ib l e  h a r m o n y  a r o u u d  a n d  a b o u t  u s .

A s  a  h e l p  t o w a r d s  t h e  p r a c t i c a l  r e a l i s a t i o n  o f  t h e  s u b l i m o  
t r u t h s  o f  t h o s e  p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  e s o t e r i c  d o c t r i n e  t h a t  J»q,vo 
b e e n  h i t h e r t o  g i v e n  o u t ,  t h i s  l i t t l e  b o o k  w i l l  b e  fov ind  m o s t  
v a l u a b l e .  1 B e g i n n e r s  w i l l  f i n d  t h a t  i t  r e v e a l s  a  n e w  (ipltj o f  
f o r  o b s e r v a t i o n  a n d  r e f l e c t i o n ,  l y i n g  so  c lo s e  to  t l i e i r  f e e t  
t h a t  t h e y  h a r d l y  s u s p e c t e d  i t s  e x i s t e n c e ,  w h i l e  m o c e  a d v a n c e d  
s t u d e n t s  w i l l  f in d  e v e r y  c h a p t e r  f u l l  o f  s u g g e s t i o n s  t h a t  w i l l  
r e p a y  c a r e f u l  t h o u g h t  a n d  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  I t  b e l o n g s  p r e 
e m i n e n t l y  to  t h a t  c la s s  o f  b o o k s  w h i c h  d e m a n d s  s t u d y  r a t h e r  
t h a n  m e r e  p e r u s a l .  W e  a r e  s u r e  t h a t  a l l  w h o  h a v e  r e a d  f,lio 
o r i g i n a l   ̂ a r t i c l e s  w i l l  b e  g l a d  to  p o s s e s s  t h e m  iu  a  m o r o  
c o n v e n i e n t  f o r m  a n d  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  u o t  a l r e a d y  r e a d  t h e m  
s h o u l d  lo s e  u o  t i m e  iu  d o i n g  s o .

P A  L I N G  U N  USIA  f  

T h i s  r e m a r k a b l e  w o r k  i s  a n  a c c o u n t  o f  l h e  e a r t h  a n d  i t s  
i n h a b i t a n t s  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e i r  m a n n e r s  c u s t o m s  a n d  r e l i g io n  
a s  t h e y  vy il I b e  in  t h e  f u t u r e .  B e s id e s  p o l i t i c a l  a n d  s o c ia l  
c h a n g e s *  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  e a r t h  i t s e l f  is  t o  b e  c h a n g e d .  
I t s  a x i s  w i l l  bo n o  l o n g e r  o b l i q u e  b u t  v e r t i c a l  p r o d u c i n g  
t h e r e b y  e q u a l  d a y  a n d  n i g h t  f o r  t h e  w h o l e  e a r t h  a n d  c l i 
m a t e s  o f  u u c h a n g i n g  l o v e l i n e s s . ” M a n  h a v i n g  a t t a i n e d  t o  
h i g h e r  i n t e l l i g e n c e  a u d  g r e a t e r  c o n t r o l  o v e r  t h e  f o r c e s - o f  
n a t u r e  w i l l  l e v e l  t h e  m o u n t a i n s  a n d  d se  t h e  i n t e r n a l  f i res  
w h i c h  n o w  p r o d u c e  v o l c a n o e s  a s  s o u r c e s  o f  h e a t .  C o m m u n i 
c a t i o n  w i l l  b e  i m p r o v e d  b y  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t w e l v e  g r e a t  
l o n g i t u d i n a l  r a i l w a y s  c a r r i e d  a c r o s s  t h e  o c e a n s  o n  b r i d g e s ,  
a n d  s u b t e r r e n e  r a i l w a y s  t w o  m i l e s  b e n e a t h  t h o  s u r f a c e  o f  t h e 1 
e a r t h .  T h q ' e a r t h  \v>H m o r e o v e r  h a v e  b e e n  “  e x c a v a t e d  by -  
t h e  i n d u s t r y  o f  m a n  t o  t h e  d e p t h  o f  t h r e e  m i lc s j  a i i d  c i t i e s -  
t o w n s  a n d  v i l l a g e s  o f  g r e a t  b e a u t y ,  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  t o ' t h o s o -  
a b o v e  t h e m ,  b y  r e a s o n  b f  t h e i r  m e t a l l i c  s p l e n d o u r , 1 a r e  oou-* 
s t r u c t e d  f o r  g r e a t e r  a c c o m m o d a t i o n  a s  w e l l  a s  f o r  t h e  c a r r y i n g ,  
o n  o f  s u c l i  w o r k s  o f  i n d u s t r y  a s  m a y  r e q u i r e  s p a c e  w h i c h 1 
w o u l d  i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  t h e  s y m m e t r y  a u d  b e a u t y  o f  t h e  e x t e r i o r

* M a g ic  oi* p r a c t i c a l  iu e t i - u c t io u s  f o r  e tu d c n U  o f  o c c u l t i s m  b y  ^  
F e l lo w  o f  th e  T k e u jo p h io a l  S o c i e ty . S  d d  a t th e  T h tio s o p h it t 0ffi.ee.

t  i ’a l in g c n e a ia  o r  t h e  E a r l h ’u n e w  b i r t h .  B y T h o u s o p h o  a n d  E U o r a .
G Im qh u). U a v  N is h c t ,  l b 8 t .



o r d e r ,  b f  w h i c h ,  b y  t h o i r  n b i s e  i n i g t i t  o f f e n d  th o S o  o f  t h e  
e x t e r i o r ,  b u t  i d  w h i c h  n o t h i n g  c a u s i n g  d i s e a s e ,  o r .  i l l  h e a l t h ,  
o r  i m p u r i t y  i s  a l l o w e d . ’' T h e s e  c i t i e s  w i l l  b e  i l l u m i n a t e d ;  
b y  m o s ln s  o f  e l e c t r i c i t y  a n d  s u p p l i e d  w i t h  f r e s h  a i r  b y  t h e ,  
a e r o g e n e .  E l e c t r i c  f o r c o  w i l l  b e  u s e d  f o r  h e a t  l i g h t  a n d ,  
M o t i v e  p o w e r .  T h e r e  w i l l  b o  a l s o  e l e c t r i c  s h i p s  w h i c h  t r a v e l  
u n d e r  w a t e r  c o n n e c t i n g  t h e  s u b m a r i n e  c o u n t r i e s  a n d  c i t i e s  
W ith  e a c h  o t h e r  a n d  w i t h  t h e  o u t s i d e  w o r l d .  M o r e o v e r  a i r  
s h i p s  w i l l  b e  e x t e n s i v e l y  u s e d .
, T h e  p o l i t i c a l  d i v i s i o n s  a n d  t h e  m a i m e r  o f  t b e i r  a d m i n i s t r a 
t i o n  a r e  d e s c r i b e d  i n  d e t a i l .  A  d e s c r i p t i o n  i s  a l s o  f u r n i s h e d  
o f  t h o  c h i e f  b u i l d i u g s  a n d  p r i v a t e  h o u s e s  a n d  a  s e c o n d  
vM uittO C o iit f l ins  a n  e l a b o r a t e  s e t  o f  p l a n s  o f  c i t i e s ( b u i l d i n g s  
a n d  honfeos  w h i c h  s h o w s  a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  a m o u n t  o f  a r c h i t e c - : 
tu r i .1  B k i l l  a u d  i n g e n u i t y .  A l l  t h e s d  d i v i s i o n s  a r e  u p o n  t h e  
S e p t e n a r y  s c a l e .  A  c o u p l e  o f  c h a p t e r s  a r e  d e v o t o d  t o  w h a t  
itaay b e  o a l l e d  t h b  s c r i p t u r e s  o f  t h e  n e w  d i s p e n s a t i o n ; a n d  
t h e s e  s t r o n g l y  i n s i s t  o n  t h e  u n i t y  o f  a l l  r e l i g i o u s  s y s t e m s .  ■ .

. T h p  r e l i g i o i i s  s e r v i c e s  a n d  t h e  t e m p l e  a r r a n g e m e n t s  o r e  
d e s c r i b e d  v e r y  f u l l y ,  b u t  h e r e  a l l  i s  s u b o r d i n a t e d  t o  t h e  f o r m a  
o f  t h e  A n g l i c a n  c h u r c h ,  A  s p e c i a l  ' p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  v o l u m e  i s  
d e v o t e d  t o  s y m b o l i s m  a n d  m y s t i c  c o l o u r s ,  a n d  s h o w s  a  v a s t  
a m o u n t  o f  l e a r n i n g  a n d  r e s e a r c h .

A l t h o u g h  t h e  d o c t r i n e  o f  p r o g r e s s  t h r o n g h  r e i n c a r n a t i o n  
i s  i n s i s t e d  o n  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  b o o k ,  i t  i s  d o u b t f u l  w h e t h e r  
t h i s  l i k e  o t h e r  u t o p i a s ,  w o u l d  n o t ,  i f  p r a c t i c a l l y  c a r r i e d  o u t j  
b o  i n  g r e a t  d a n g e r  o f  u n d e r g o i n g  a  p r o c e s s  o f  c r y s t a l l i s a t i o n  
a n d  d e g e n e r a t i n g  i n t o  a s  r i g i d  a  f o r m a l i s m  a s  a n y  o f  t h e  
s y s t e m s  t h a t  h a v e  a o t u a l l y  p r e c e d e d  i t .  S t a r t i n g  a s  i t  d o e s  
•w i th  a  f i x e d  s t a n d a r d  o f  p e r f e c t i o n  i t  d o e s  n o t  s e e m  t o  l e a v e  
r o b m  f o r  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  e v o l u t i o n  w i t h o u t  w h i c h  r e a l  d e v e l o p 
m e n t  c a n n o t  w e l l  t a k e  p l a c e .  T h e  w o r k  i s  h o w e v e r  b o t h  
i n t e r e s t i n g  a n d  i n s t r u c t i v e  a n d  w e  r e c o m m o n d  o u r  r e a d e r s  
t o p e b d s e  i t  f o r  t h e m s e l v e s .

C O L O N E L  O L C O T T ’S  B U D D H I S T  C A T E C H I S M .  

A M E R I C A N  E D I T I O N .

W o  h a v e  r e c o i v e d  t h o  p r o o f s  o f  a  n e w  e d i t i o n  o f  t h e  a b o v o  
^ b r k  c a l l o d  t h e  B i o g e n  e d i t i o n ,  p u b l i s h e d  a t  B o s t o n  b y  
F a s t e s  a n d  L a i i r i a t .  T l i i s  e d i t i o n  b o s i d e s  b e i n g  p r i n t e d  in  
a  m a n n e r  t h a t  d o e s  c r e d i t  t o  t h e  p u b l i s h e r s ,  i s  e n r i c h e d  b y  
e x t e n s i v e  n o t e s  b y  P r o f e s s o r  C o u e s  w h i c h  w i l l  g r e a t l y  
e n h a n c e  t h e  v a l u e  o f  t h e  c a t e c h i s m  t o  W e s t e r n  r e a d e r t  a s  
t b e y  c o n t a i n ,  b e s i d o s  s o m e  a m p l i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  t e x t  w h o r e  
i t s  c o n t e n t s  w o u l d  n o t  b e  e a s i l y  u n d e r s t o o d  i n  t h e i r  f u l l  
a i g n i f i c a n c o  b y  p e r s o n s  i g n o r a n t  o f  t h e  e s o t e r i c  d o c t r i n e s ,  
i n t e r e s t i n g  p a r a l l e l s  b e t w e e n  t h e  t e a c h i n g s  o f  B u d d h i s m  a n d  
t h o s e  o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  C h r i s t i a n  c h u r c h e s ,  s p i r i t u a l i s m  a n d  
m o d e r n  s c i e n c e .  .

O f  t h e  a l r e a d y  r e c o g n i s o d  m e r i t s  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  w o r k  t h i s  
i s  n o t  t h e  p l a c e  t o  s p e a k  ; t h e  p r e s e n t  e d i t i o n  w i l l  d o  g o o d  
S e r v i c e  i n  m a k i n g  t h e  A m e r i c a n  p u b l i c  a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  t h e  
r e a l  t e n e t s  o f  B u d d h i s m  a b o u t  w h i c h  s o  m a n y  m i s c o n c e p t i o n s  
a r o  p r e v a l e n t  i n  t h e  W e s t .  T h e  c a t e c h i s m  c o u l d  h a v e  f o u n d  
n o  b e t t e r  e d i t o r  t h a n  P r o f e s s o r  C o u e s  a n d  w e  e x p e c t  t h e  
B i o g e n  e d i t i o n  w i l l  h a v e  a  l a r g e  c i r c u l a t i o n  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  
S t a t e s ,

: B H A G A V A T  G I T A . *• I- . ,
T n i s  b o o k ,  w a s  s e n t  t o  u s  s o m e t i m e  a g o  b y  i t s  a n t h o r  M r .  

V i l l a v a r a m b a l  K u p p u s w a m i  I y e r ,  D i s t r i c t  C o u r t  P l e a d e r ,  
C o i m b a t o r e .  I t  c o n t a i n s  S a n s k r i t  T e x t  i n  G r a .n d h a  c h a r a c 
t e r  w i t h  T a m i l  t r a n s l a t i o n .  T h e  S l o k a s  a r e  d i v i d e d  i n t o  w o r d s  
a n d  t h e i r  T a m i l  e q u i v a l e n t s  a r e  g i v e n .  I t  w i l l  h e l p  t h e  
r e a d e r s  i n  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  m e a n i n g  o f  t h e  S a n s k r i t  t e x t  a n d  
a l s o  l e a r n i n g  S a n s k r i t .  A s  f o r  t h e  c o r r e c t n e s s  o f  t h e  m e a n 
i n g s  o f  t h e  S l o k a s ,  w e  a r e  n o t  p r e p a r e d  t o  p a s s  a n y  o p i n i o n ,  
s i n c e  t h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  c o m m e n t a r i e s  w h i c h  s e e m  t o  d i fF er  , 
f r o m  o n e  a n o t h e r .  A t  a n y  r a t e ,  t h i s  s e e m s  t o  b e  t h e  f i r s t  
a t t e m p t  t o  b r i n g  o n t  t h e  b o o k  w i t h  S a n s k r i t  t e x t  a n d  Tarfai l  
m e a n i n g .  I t  w i l l  b e  o f  s p e c i a l  s e r v i c e  t o  T a m i l  s t u d e n t s  w h o  
a r e  a n x i o u s  t o  r e a d  B h a g a v a t  G i t a ,  i n  m o r e  w a y s  t h a n  o n e .  
I t  i s  n i c e l y  p r i n t e d  a n d  w e l l  g o t  u p .  T h i s  b o o k  c o n t a i n s  6 9 7  
p a g e s ,  b e s i d e s  1 4  p a g e s  o f  p r e f a c e  a n d  2 2  p a g e s  o f  g l o s s a r y ,  
t o g e t h e r  w i t h  a  s h o r t  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  A d w a i t a ,  V i s i s h t h a -  
d w a i t a ,  a n d  D w a i t a  S i d d h a n t h a m s .  S u c h  w o r k s  n s  t h e s e ,  
i n t e n d e d  t o  h e l p  s t u d e n t s  w h o  a r e  i g n o r a n t  o f  ^ a h s k r i t ,  
m u s t  s u r e l y  b e  e n c o u r a g e d ,  a n d  w e  t h e r e f o r e  r e c o m 
m e n d  i t  t o  s u c h  a s  a r e  t o  b e  b e n e f i t t e d  b y  i t .  !

T .

* Ub price ia given among bookB iu  our Catalogue io  the T h e o s o p h is t .

H I N D U  f e X C E L S I O R  S E R I E S ,  N o .  I I .

W e  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  t h e  s e c o n d  b o o k  in  t h i s  s e r i e s  w h i c h  is  
b e i n g  i s s u e d  b y  M r ,  R .  S i v a s a n k a r f i  t a n d i a h .  i t c o n s i s t s o f  
a  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  t w o  h u n d r e d ;  a n d  f i f t y ,  S a n s k r i t  p r o v e r b s  it* 
S a n s k r i t  n n d  E n g l i s h )  w i t h  e x p l a n a t i o n s  i n  T e l u g u  a n d  E n g 
l i s h .  S o m e  ohe h a s  d e f i n e d  p r o ^ b r b s  8is “  a n t i q u e  g e m s  o f  
s y n t h e t i c  w i s d o m , ”  a a d  i n d e e d  th ^ r b  i s  n o  o tn eir  f o r m  o f  
l a n g u a g e  i n  w h i c h  fio ir iddh Value C d h i p r e s s e d  i n t o  so-
s m a l l  a  c o m p a s s .  , l n  t h e  b o o k  b e f o r e  ft3 ,  t h e  E n g l i s h  p a r t  is  
n o t  q u i t e  s o  e p i g r a m m i i t i c a f l y  e x p r e s s e d  a s  t h e  o r i g i n a l ,  t h i s  
i n d e e d  w o u l d  n o t  b e  p o s s i b l e  u n l e s s  t h e  B h e e t s  w e r e  l o o t e d  
o v e r  b y  a h  E n g l i s h m a n ,  w e l l  a c q n a i n t e d .  w i t h  h i s  o w n  l a n g u 
a g e .  T h i s  i s  l i o w e f ^ r  a  m i n b r  p o i n t  a n d  w e  h a v e  m u c h  p l e a 
s u r e  i n  r e c o m m e n d i n g  t h i s  ' b o d k ;  ' w h i d h  o n g H t  to b e  i n  t h e  
h a n d s  o f  e v e r y  H i n d u  y o u t h  ; l i k b d l l  w e l l  c h o s e n  C o l l e c t io n s  
o f  p r o v e r b s ,  i t  c o n t a i n s  a  itndst p W ttiouS  s t o r e  o f  eafe ily  t o m e m -  
b e r e d  w o r l d l y  w i s d o m .  ; , t . ' .

: A T M A  P U R A N A M . *
W fe a i 'e  g l a d  t o  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  t h e  f i r s t  t w o  m o n t h l y  p a r t s  

o f  t h i s  i m p o r t a n t  p u b l i c a t i o n ,  w h ic h , '  i n  t h e  w o f -d s  o f  t h e  
p u b l i s h e r ,  i s  “  t h e  v e r y  e s s e n c b  o f  t h e  f o i i r  V fc d a s  a n d  t h e  
e i g h t e e n  U p a n i s h a d s . ”  T h e  o r i g i n  o f  t h e  w o r k ,  a s  d es t i f - ibed  b y  
t h e  p u b l i s h e r ,  w i l l  d o u b t l e s s  i n l . e r e s t ' o u r  r e a d e r s ’ S r i  S a i i k a r a -  
n a n d a ,  t h e  a u t h o r  o f  t h i s  w o r k ,  s e e i n g  t h e  d e c a d c n c e  o f  . t h e  
H i n d u  r e l i g i o n  d u r i n g  t h e  B u d d h i s t i c  p e r i o d  in .  I n d i a ,  
p r e a c h e d  t h e  p u r p o r t  o f  thfe V e d a s  a n d  t h e  U p a n i s l i a d s  i n  
t h e  h o p e  o f  a  r e v i v a l  j b u t  t h i s  h e  h a d  t o  d o  u h d e r  a n o t h e r  
g u i s e ,  a n d  i n  h i s  o w n  l a r ig u t ig e i  f o r  t h e  p e o p l e  w o u l d  h a v o  
n o n e  o f  t h e  a n c i e n t  t e a c h i n g s ;  a n d ,  h a d  t h e y  k n o w n  t h e  t r u o  
s o u r c e  o f  h i s  i n s p i r a t i o n ,  w o u l d  h a v e  r e f u s e d  t o  l i s t e n  t o  h i m .  
T h e  o b j e c t  o f  t h e  a u t h o r  i n  t h i s  w o r k  Wits t o  s h o w  t h e  t r n e  
p a t h  o f  s a l v a t i o n  b y  k n o w l e d g e  ( G y a n a )  t o  t h e  p e o p l e  n t  
l a r g e ,  a n d  t h i s  h e  p u t s  i n t o  t h e  m o u t h  o f  t h e  . G u r u  w h i l e  
t e a c h i n g  h i s  d i s c i p l e s .  W e  t h a n k  t h e  p r o j e c t o r s  f o r  b r i n g i n g  
o u t  s u c h  a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  w o r k ,  &nd w e  t h i n k  g r e a t  c r e d i t  i s  
d u e  t o  t h e  T r a n s l a t o r s  fo r  t h e i r  c o r r e c t  r e n d e r i n g  i n t o  
B e n g a l i  o f  t h e  t e x t  o f  S r i  S a n k a r a n A n d a  a n d  t h e i r  p r e s e r v a 
t i o n  o f  t h e  p u r e  a n d  c h a s t o  l a n g u a g e  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l .  T h i s  
p u b l i c a t i o n  i s .  o n e  m o r e  s i g n  o f  t h e  A t -y a n  r e v i v a l  n o w  in  
p r o g r e s s .

P R A S N O T T A R M A L A . t
By S/inkaracharya, with translation into Bengali. Publish

ed by Bholanoth Ghattyopadhayay.
T h e  a b o v e  i s  o n e  Of t h e  C a t e c h i s m s  w r i t t e n  b y  S r e e m a t  

S a n k a r a c h a r y a .  I t  i s  n e e d l e s s  t o  d i l a t e  h e r e  U p o n  t h e  m e r i t s  
o f  S a n k a r a c h a r y a ’s  w o r k s .  T h e  t r a n s l a t i o n  i s  r e n d e r e d  i n t o  
v e r y  o a s y  B e n g a l i  a n d  c a n  b e  u n d e r s t o o d  e v e n  b y  b e g i n n e r s .  
T h e  t r a n s l a t o r  h a s  m a d e  t h e  v a l u e  o f  h i s  w o r k  m o r e  a p p r e c i 
a b l e  b y  a d d i n g  e x p l a n a t o r y  n o t e s  o n  a b s t r u s e  p a s s a g e s .  I t  
i s  h i g h l y  d e s i r a b l e  t h a t  s u c h  w o r k s  s h o u l d  b e  t a k e n  u p  a n d  
t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  t h e  v a r i o u s  l o c a l  v e r n a c u l a r s  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y .

W e  t r u s t  t h e  p r a i s e w o r t h y  e n t e r p r i s e  o f  t h e  p u b l i s h e r  w i l l  
m e e t  w i t h  d u o  e n c o u r a g e m e n t .

* A tm a  P u r a n a m ,  b y  S r i  S a n k a r a n a n d a  R w arrii, w i th  S r i  K a k a r a n i  
P a n d i t ’s e x p o s i t io n ,  r e v i s e d  a n d  t r a n s l a t e d  ( in t o  B e n g a li)  b y  P a n d i t s  
C h a n d i C h a r a n  S in r i t i b h d n in  a n d  B h o o tn a th  V i f ly a r a tn a .  P r i n t e d  a t  
t h e  R a m a y a h  P r e s s  a n d  p u b l i s h e d  b y  B a b o o  K a l i p r o s a n n o  M ukho*  
p a d h g a y : C a l c u t t a .  , ' I , , ' i ,

t  P r i n t e d  a t  t h e  B h a w a n ip o r e  W a r r i n g to n  P re 6 s ,  C a l c u t t a .  P r i e d  
in c lu d in g  p o s ta g e ,  B s . 0 -2 -6 .
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Supplsnmit.

T i i k  M a h a h a j a h  o f  D u r b h a n g a  h a s  c o n t r i b u t e d  t h e  s u m  o f  
o n e  t h o u s a n d  r u p e e s  t o  t h e  H e a d - q u a r t e r s  m a i n t e n a n c e  f u n d ,  
a n d  has  g e n e r o u s l y  p r o m i s e d  t o  s u b s c r i b e  a  l i k o  a m o u n t  a n n u a l l y .

C O L .  O L C O T T  O N  “ I S L A M . ”
A t t h o  r e q u e s t  of  t h e  M a h o m m e d a n  s t u d e n t s  of L u c k n o w  

Col.  O l e o t t  le c tu r e d  before  t h e m  on  th e  s u b je c t  of “ I s l a m . ’’ 
T h e  l e c t u r e r  m a d e  on e  o i  h i s  h a p p ie s t  e f fo r ts  on  th e  occasion ,  
a n d  t h a t  t h e  r e s u l t  w as e m in e n t ly  s a t i s f a c to ry  will  be se en  
f ro m  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  on  fo l low ing  d ay  th e  C olonel  w as p r e 
s e n te d  w ith  a u  a d d r e s s  by th e  M a h o m e d a n  s t u d e n t s  of L u c k 
n ow  ; in w h ich  th e y  sBy : “  W e  a r e  a s to n i s h e d  a t  t h e  i n s ig h t  in to  
o u r  fa i th  w hich  y o u r  l e c tu r e  sh o w s  y o u  to  possess .  W e  c a u n o t  
r e f r a in  f rom  r e m a r k i n g  t h a t  w e  s in c e re ly  w ish  t b a t  som e of o u r  
E n g l i s h -k n o w in g  oo -re l ig iou is t s  b a d  e v e n  a  t e n t h  p a r t  of th e  
i n s ig h t  w hich  y o u  p o ssess . ’’ T h e  a d d r e s s  g o e s  o n  to  e x p re ss  th e  
g r a t i t u d e  of t h o s e  p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  l e c tu r e  for  th e  ex ce l len t  adv ice  
g iv e n  t h e m  by  th e  C olonel  > “  W o  s in c e re ly  h ope  t h a t  y o u r  
e lo q u e n t  a p p e a l s  of y e s t e r d a y  wil l  n o t  be  f o r g o t t e n  by th e  
y o u n g  m e n  of o u r  c i ty .  T h e i r  v a lu e  is  d o u b ly  e n h a n c e d  by 
t h e  fac t  t h a t  y o u r  m o t iv e s  a r e  p e r f e c t ly  d i s iu t e r e s te d .  I f  they  
succeed ,  a$ wo d o u b t  n o t  t h a t  th e y  will ,  in  c r e a t i n g  iu m a n y  
h e a r t s  t h e  d e s i re  to  k n o w  m o re  a b o u t  t h e  t r u t h s  of o u r  religion, 
nud  to s t im u la t e  us to  l ive  u p  to  t h e  p r e c e p t s  of o u r  r e v e la 
t io n ,  t h e n  w e  be l ieve  we sh a l l  h a v e  g a in e d  t h e  ob jec t  w i th  
w h ich  so m e  p h i l a n th ro p ic  m e m b e r s  of o u r  A s so c ia t io n  r e q u e s te d  
y o u  to  l e c tu r e  ou “ I s l a m . ”  M a y  th e  p o w e r fu l  A lm ig h ty  
A llah  t h a t  r u l e s  o v e r  t h e  d e s t in y  of t h e  u n iv e r s e  r e w a r d  y o u  
fo r  y o u r  p h i l a n th ro p ic  e n d o a v o u r s ,  a n d  m a y  h e  g iv e  u s  t h e  
r e so lu t io n  to  lead p u re  lives, to  be  t r u th f u l  a n d  h o n es t ,  and ,  
a b o v e  all, to  be  f ro e  of p r e ju d ic e  a n d  b ig o t ry . "

T h e  m e m b e r s  of  t h e  K a s h m i r i  N a t io n a l  C lub  nlso p re s e n te d  
t h e  Colonel w i th  a n  a d d r e s s ,  r e q u e s t i n g  h im  to  p re s id e  a t  t h e i r  
u n n iv e r sa ry  a n d  d e l iv e r  a  lec tu re .

M R .  P A N D I A H ’3  C L A S S E S .
A m o re  c o m m o d io u s  place h a s  now b een  s e c u re d  for th e s e  

c lasses  to m e e t  in a t  P a t c h e a p p a h ’s College.  T h e  ciassos  are  he ld  
e v e ry  S a t u r d a y  b e tw e e n  3 an d  5 p. M. W e  h o p e  t h a t  o u r  ren d e rs  
will m a k e  th e s e  c la s ses  k n o w n  a m o n g  all  H i n d u  y o u n g  m en  of 
t h e i r  a c q u a in ta n c e .

W H I T E  L O T U S  A S S O C I A T I O N .
T h is  A ssoc ia t ion ,  co m p o sed  m a in ly  of  H i n d u  f t . lou ts ,  has b een  

fo rm ed  w i th  t h e  o b je c t  of r e v iv in g ,  a s  f a r  as  poss ib le ,  th o  s im p le  
v i r tu e s  a n d  m o ra ls  of a n c ie n t  I n d ia ,  a n d  a im s  a t  t h e  r e g e n e ra t io n  
of a h e a l th y  fee l in g  of  r e v e re n c e  a n d  a d m i r a t io n  for  t h e  su b l im e  
re l ics  of  t h e  once  m a g n i f ic e n t  sc iences  p o ssessed  b y  o u r  A ryan  
an c e s to rs .  'I 'h is a c c o u n t  of th e  o b je c t s  of t h e  A s so c ia t io n  is t a k e n  
f rom  a n  a d d re s s  p r e s e n t e d  by th e  m e m b e r s  to  Col. O lco t t ,  a t  
L u c k n o w  a n d  we aro s u r e  e v e ry  T h e o s o p h i s t  will u n i t e  in  h e a r ty  
good w ish e s  for  th e  p ro s p e r i t y  of a u  A s so c ia t io n  w h o se  o b je c ts  
a r e  so  c o m m e n d a b le .

|)i}nis fi[om tlu| Uraiujfys.

C U D D A L O R E .
A t  a  m e e t in g  of th e  C i id d a lo re  T h e o so p h ic a l  S oc ie ty  he ld  on 

J u n e  1st 1885, a t  th o  p u b l ic  b u n g a lo w  in  t h e  p r e s e n c e  of t h e  
P r o s id e n t - F o u u d e r ,  a d isc u ss io n  w as he ld  w ith  r e g a r d  to  th e  s t a t e  
of  af fa ir s  in tb e  d i s t r i c t ,  of T h e o so p h y ,  a n d  v a r io u s  s u g g e s t io n s  
for t h e  b e t t e r  c a r r y in g  on of  t h e  w o rk  wero  c o n s id e re d  ; an  
e lection was th e n  h e ld ,  a n d  t h e  fo l low ing  officers w e re  c h o s e n  for 
tho  e n s u in g  y e a r .

P r e s i d e n t ,  M. R . R y .  S. D a v a n a y a g a  M u d e l ia r  A v erg a l ,  
V ic e - P re s id e n t ,  „  M . N a t a r a j a  I y e r  A v e r g a l .
S e c re ta ry ,  „  A .  R a m a  Jttow A v e rg a l .

R. Vbnkata Row, 
Secretary to the M eeting.

B E R H A M P U R .

Colonel  O lc o t t  v is i te d  t h e  A d h i  B h o u t ic  B h r a t r i  T h e o so p h ic a l  
B ra u c h  S o c ie ty  a t  B e r h a m p u r  ou  th e  8 t h  i n s t a n t .  H e  r e a c h e d  
A z im g a n j  a t  7-30 a. m., w h e re  t h e  e l i te  of B a lu c h a r  a n d  A z im 
g a n j  th r o n g e d  to Bee h im .  H i s  H i g h n e s s  th e  N a w a b  B a h a d u r  of 
M o orshedabad  e n t e r t a i n e d  h im  a t  t h e  P a la c e  on h is  w a y  to  
B e r h a m p u r .  A s  H i s  H i g h n e s s  t a k e s  a  l ive ly  i n t e r e s t  iu  t h e  
c a u s e  of  T h e o s o p h y ,o u r  P r e s i d e n t , t h o u g h  h e  had  h a r d l y  a n y  t im e  
to  spa re ,  s p e n t  som e h o u r s  a t  t h e  Pa lace ,  an d  h a d  a n  in t e r e s t i n g  
c onve rsa tion  w i th  H i s  H i g h n e s s  t h e  N a w a b  B a h a d u r ,  a u d  h is  
y o u n g e r  b ro th e r ,  on  a  v a r ie ty  of  s u b j e c t s ,  c o n n e c te d  w i th  m o ra l  
ity, T h e o so p h y ,  an d  h i s  r e c e n t  t o u r s  in E u ro p e .  H i s  H i g h n e s s  
and  all  p r e s e u t  w e re  h ig h ly  d e l ig h te d  a n d  ed if ied  w i th  th e  
lea rn ed  a n d  e lo q u e n t  d isc o u rs es  of t h e  e m in e n t  v isi tor .  A t  4 
v. j i .  Tho P re s i i l e n t -F o  u n d e r  le f t  t h e  M o o r s h e d a b a d  Pa lace ,  u n d

re a c h e d  t h e . G r a n t  H a l l  a t  B e r h a m p u r  a t  525 P. H., w h e re  a l a r g o  
n u m b e r  o f  r e s p e c ta b le  g o n t l e m e n ,  s t u d e n t s  of  eohools an d  all  t h e  
m e m b e r s  of t h e  local  B r a n c h ,  r ece iv ed  h im  w ith  h o a r t y  
welcom e o n d  c o n d u c te d  h im  to  t h e  C e n t r e  Hall, w here ,  a f t e r  
b11 th e  g e n t l e m e n  p r e s e n t  h a d  a s sem b led ,  B a b u  D in a  N a t h  
G a n g u ly ,  t h e  P re s id e n t  of  t h e  B e r h a m p u r  B ra n c h  T h e o so p h io a l  
Soc ie ty ,  r e a d  a n d  p r e s e n te d  t h e  fo l low ing  a d d re s s  :—.

T o  C O L .  II .  S. O L C O T T ,
P resident-Founder,

Theosophical Society, Adyar, M adras.
D a ted  B erham pur, the 8th J u ly  1885.

W e l c o m e !  m o s t  h e a r t y  w e lc o m e  to  you ,  R e v e re d  S ir  a n d  
D e a r  B r o t h e r !

W e  h a i led  w i th  jo y  t h e  a n n o u n c e m e n t  m a d e  in t h e  H e a d 
q u a r t e r  c i r c u la r  of  y o u r  P re s id e n t i a l  v is i t  to  t h e  B enga l  B r a n c h 
es , a n d  we s e n t  iu o u r  i n v i ta t io n  to  you,  w h ich  you  m o s t  k in d ly  
a c c e p te d ,  l e a v in g  th o  d a t e  of  y o u r  v is i t  to  b e  fixed w h e n  you  
sh o u ld  r each  C a lc u t t a .  S ince  t h e n  w e  h a v e  been  e u g e r ly  a w a i t i n g '  
y o u r  a d v e n t ,  a u d  t h a n k s  to  t h e  S u p r e m e  D iv in e  P o w e r .— T b e  
D is p o s e r  of all  g o o d — y o u  h a v e  sa fe ly  r e a c h e d  tb e  h o m e ly  abode  
of  y o u r  d e v o te d  b r o th e r s ,  a f t e r  a p e r iod  of  tw o  y e a r s ,  ,. .

W e  re jo ic e  ! h e a r t i l y  r e jo ic e  ! to  f ind  you in o u r  m id s t ,  a n d  we 
sha l l  b e a r  in  lo v in g  m e m o r y  th i s  d a y  a s  a  d a y  of  o u r  T h e o s o p h i 
cal ju b i lee .

W e  feel a  s o r t  of i n d e s c r ib a b l e  jo y  in  y o u r  c o m p a n y ,— a  jo y  
p u r e ,  h o ly ,  a n d  t r u l y  e n n o b l in g  to  t i ie  h u m a n  n a tu r e .  Y o u  a r e  a  
Shadhu, in t h e  t r u e  s e n se  of t h e  w o rd .  T hose  w ho  a r e  a c q u a i n t 
ed  w i th  y o u r  life , w i th  th e  r e a s o n s  a n d  m otives  w h ich  a c t u a t e d  
y o u  to  leave  y o u r  m o t h e r  la n d ,  n a y ,  e v e ry  u n p r e j u d i c e d  i m p a r 
tia l ,  t r u t h  lo v in g  soul,  w ho  h a v e  w a tc h e d  y o u r  m o v e m e n t s ,  
th o u g h t s ,  a n d  c h a r a c t e r ,  s inc e  t h e  d a y  you  f irs t  s e t  y o u r  foo t  ou 
t h i s  holy laud ,  w il l  a d m i t  t h a t  y o u r  c o m p a n y  is f r a u g h t  w i th  a l l  
th o s e  b l e s s in g s  w h ich  S h a d u  S anga  is k n o w n  to  e v e ry  son of 
B h a r a t a  to  p ossess .

P io n e e r  w o r k e r  in th o  g r e a t  sa c re d  c a u s e  of I n d i a  1 th o  g l o r i 
o u s  m a s te r s  of H i in a r t a ,  h a v e  e lec ted  you  f rom  th e  la n d  of f r e e 
d o m  a n d  f ree  t h o u g h t ,  a u d  b r o u g h t  y o u  h e re  w i th  a u  e x t r a o r d i 
n a ry  p e r s o n a g e  of u n c o m m o n  ab i l i ty ,  p o w er ,  a n d  l e a r n in g — M a d a m e
H .  P. B la v a ts k y ,  to  ac t  a s  l e a d e r  of, a n d  to co o p e r a t e  w i th ,  th e  
s o n s  of  B h u ra ta ,  in t h e  r e s u s c i t a t i o n  of  t h e  m o s t  p re c io u s  a n d  
t r a n s c e n d e n ta l  t r u t h s  w h ich  lie h id d e n  in t h e  r e l ig ion ,  sc ience, 
a u d  ph i lo so p h y  of t h e  a n c i e n t  A ry a n s ,  m o s t  n o b le  p b i l a n th ro p h ic  
soul ! Beset  w i th  s t r u g g le s ,  d i f f icu l t ies ,  f iery o rdea ls ,  a n d  p e r s e c u 
t ions ,  b o th  in t h e  e a s t  a n d  th e  west ,  y o u  a n d  y o u r  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  
co l league havo  to i led  u n r e m i t t i n g l y  w i th  a  d e t e r m in e d  a u d  v ig o r 
ous  will, to e x p o u n d  a n d  d i s s e m in a t e  th e  in v a lu a b le  m y s t ic  lore  
Btudiously  p r e s e r v e d  by th e  g od ly  R is h is  of t h e  e m in e n t  A r y a n s ,  
B i t t e r  s a rc a s m s  a n d  m a l ig n a n t  h o s t i l e  a t t a c k s  w ere  m a d e  u p o n  
y o u  a n d  y o u r  i l lu s t r io u s  t e n d e r -h e a r t e d  co -a d ju to r ,  a n d  d e e p  
s c h e m e s  w ere  la id  w i th  t h e  o b j e c t  of  o v e r t h r o w i n g  th o  
g ig a n t ic  th e o s o p h ic a l  o r g a n iz a t io n s ,  i n a u g u r a t e d  u n d e r  t h o  
a u sp ices  of t h e  g lo r io u s  M a h a t m a s  of H i m a v a r t a .  B u t  t h e  
bo ld  f ro n t  a n d  s a iu t l y  fo rb e a ra n c e  w h ich  y o u  e x h ib i t e d  u n d e r  
all  t h e s e  p e r i lo u s  c i r c u m s ta n c e s ,  a n d  th e  e n t h u s i a s m  a n d  
devo t io n  w i th  w h ic h  y o u  a c t e d  an d  c o o p e r a t e d  w i th  t b a  
Other  e a r n e s t  w o r k e r s  in t h e  field of th e o s o p h y ,  h avo  
s h a t t e r e d ,  d i s m e m b e r e d ,  a u d  s c a re d  a w ay  y o u r  a n t a g o n i s t s .  
C h a m p io n  of t r u t h  ! i t  is  no u n c o m m o n  c onso la t ion  t h a t  all  a lo n g  
a n d  u n d e r  a ll  th o  v i c i s s i tu d e s  of  y o u r  th e o so p h ie  ca re e r ,  y o u  
h a v e  b een  a id ed  a n d  e n c o u r a g e d  by  th e  u n s e e n  M a h a t m a s  of 
H im a la y a ,  to  w h o m  y o u  h a v e  c o n s e c ra te d  y o u r  h ead ,  h e a r t ,  a u d  
sou l .  Y o u  d e s e rv e  o u r  h ig h e s t  r e g a r d  a n d  a c k n o w le d g m e n t s ,  
f o r  h a v in g  c o m b a t e d  h a r d  to  win  b r i l l i a n t  r e s u l t s  fo r  th e o s o p h y ,  
w h ic h  h a s  b een  a c c e p te d  in all  p a r t s  of  t h e  g lo b e ,  w h e r e v e r  y o u  
h a v e  b een  to  d i s c h a rg e  t h e  sa c ro d  t r u s t  c o m m i t t e d  to  y o u r  c a ro  
a s  P r e s i d e u t - P o u n d e r  of  t h e  T h e o so p h ic a l  Soc ie ty .  I t  is  n o  
f a w n in g  e x a g g e ra t io n  on o u r  p a r t s ,  th e re fo re ,  to  say  in  a l l  f r a n k 
n e s s  of h e a r t  t h a t  we feel a u  h o n e s t  a n d  v i r tu o u s  p r id e  iu  c a l l in g  
y o u  o u r  b r o th e r ,  a  b r o t h e r  n o t  iu  n am e ,  b u t  in d eed ,  t h o u g h t ,  
a u d  fee l in g .  W e  n e e d  h a r d l y  r e m in d  y o u  h e re  of  t h e  p rac t ica l  
d e m o n s t r a t i o n  y o u  h a v e  h a d  of  t h i s  in se vera l  in s ta n c e s ,  w h e u  
y ou  ca m e  in c o n t a c t  w i th  t h e  t r u e  so n s  of t h e  n o b le  A ry a n  race .  
Suff ice i t  to  say  t h a t  iu y o n r  v is i t  before  t h o  l a s t  to  t h e  c i ty  of 
P a la c e s  no less  a  p e r s o n a g e  t h a u  th e  la te  h ig h ly  ho n o red  o r t h o 
dox P u n d i t  T a r a  N a t h  T a rk a b a e h o s p a t i ,  t h e  lea rn ed  e x p ro fe sso r  
of  t h e  S a n s k r i t  C o l lege  of C a lc u t t a ,  cooked  food for y o u  w i th  h is  
o w n  h ands ,  a n d  e n t e r t a i n e d  y o u  in  r i g h t  B ra m in ic a l  s ty le ,  a n d  
a b o v e  all  w h a t  w a s  p a s s i n g  s t r a u g e ,  he, a s  t a n g ib l e  ev id en ce  of  
h i s  t r u e  f r a t e r n a l  love,  g a v e  y o u  a  G i t r a  a n d  a  sa c re d  t h r e a d  to  
w e a r  w h ich  is e s t e e m e d  a c c o r d in g  to o u r  S h a s t r a s  as  th o  h i g h e s t  
p r iv i l e g e  of  on ly  th o  h i g h e s t  b o rn  c la s s  of t h e  H in d u s .  I t  is  a u  
u n d e n ia b l e  fac t  t h e r e fo r e  t h u t  t h e r e  is n o t h i n g  n o w  in  y o u ,  
w h ich  is  n o t  c o m p a t ib le  w i th  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  of  a  t r u e  H in d o o  o r  
A ry a .  M o reo v e r  y o u  w e re  re b o rn  on tb e  d a y  w h e n  y o u  h a d  t h e  
good  f o r tu n e  to  m e e t  y o u r  g ra c io u s  a n d  m o s t  holy  m a s t e r  a n d  
g o t  y o u r s e l f  i n i t i a t e d .  T h e  n a r ro w  m in d e d  d o g m a t i s t s ,  b ig o t s  
in  sc ienco,  a p a th e t i c  a n d  su p e rf ic ia l  obso rvo rs ,  a n d  b l in d  fo l low ers  
of re l ig ion ,  havo  in d e e d  p o o h -p o o h e d  th e  su b l im e  t r u t h s  w h ic h  . 
y o u  h a v e  im b ib e d  f ro m  th e  s a c re d  books  o f  o u r  R is h i s  a n d  m o s t  
e lo q u e n t ly  se t  f o r th  in y o u r  d i s c o u rs e s  b e fo re  t h e  pu b l ic ,  S t i l l  
t h e r e  w ere  th o u s a n d s  u n d  th o u s a u d  of th e  good a u d  t h o u g h t f u l ,  
b o th  h e re  nud a b ro a d ,  who h a v e  w e lcom ed  th e  new  l ig h t ,  a u d  
h a v e  p e r c e iv e d  iu w h a t  d i r e c t io n  t h e i r  t r u e  d u t y  lies .



D e a r  B r o th e r  ! you  h a v e  d o n e  m o r e  t h a n  w h a t  is  p o ss ib le  for 
one m an  to  do  d u r i n g  th e  few  y e a r s  y o u  h a v e  l ived w i th  us, i a  
c a r r y in g  o u t  t h e  o b je c t s  of  y o u r  n ob le  m iss io n .  All t h a t  you  
now  see e le v a t in g ,  pu r i fy in g ,  a n d  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  i a  u p ,  a r e  t h e  
r e s u l t s  of y o u r  u n se l f i s h  l a b o rs  w h ic h  wero  d i r e c t e d  to  re m o v e  
e r ro r s  nnd  m is a p p r e h e n s io n s  f ro m  o u r  h e a r t s  a n d  to  rep lace  
t h e m  w i th  t r u th s .  O u g h t  w e  th e r e fo r e  to  a c c e p t  ar.d e n jo y  th e  
good y o u  h a v e  r e n d e re d ,  a n d  n o t  r e c o g n iz e  a n d  a c k n o w le d g e  
th e i r  g iv e r  ? O u g h t  we to  ovorlook a t  w h a t  cos t  y o u  h a v e  
a w a k e n o d  in u s  a  c r a v in g  fo r  t h e  m o s t  p r e c io u s  w isd o m  of o u r  
f o re f a th e r s  ? W e  ow e to  you an d  to  o u r  h ig h ly  r e sp e c te d  n ob le  
s i f t e r  M a d a m e  H .  P .  B la v a t s k y  “  a d e b t  im m e n s e  of end les s  
g r a t i t u d e  ” B o th  of  you h a v e  b een  m a in ly  i n s t r u m e n t a l  in 
u n v e i l in g  t h o  l i t ;h t  ( t h o u g h  p a r t i a l ly  y e t )  w hich  is t h e  v e ry  lifo 
of  o u r  so u ls .  N o  w ords  of p ra ise ,  no g i f t  of earLhly t r e a s u r e ,  
h o w e v e r  v a lu a b le ,  can  bo nn a d e q u a t e  r e t u r n  on o u r  p a r t s  for 
w h a t  yon  h a v e  g iven  us. T h o  on ly  h u m b l e  t r i b u t e  th e r e fo r e  
t h a t  we o ffer  to  you i3 o u r  w a r m e s t  f r a t e r n a l  love, n n d  ou r  
se rv ices  to  t h e  b e s t  of o u r  m i g h t ,  for  t h e  p h y s ic a l ,  i n t e l l e c tu a l ,  
m o ra l ,  a n d  sp i r i tu a l  r e g e n e r a t io n  of  I n d i a ,  w h ich  y o u  a n d  we all  
so d e v o u t l y  wish  for.

W i t h  s in c e re  widhes fo r  y o u r  h e a l th , -p e a c e  of m in d  a n d  b le s se d 
n ess  of  y o u r  sou l .  _

W e  s u b s c r ib e  
Y o u r  m o s t  d e v o te d  h u m b l e  b ro th e rs ,

I ) i n \  N a t h  G a n g u l y  a n d  o t h e r s .

I n  r e sp o n s e  to  t h o  a d d r e s s ,  Col. O lc o t t  m a d e  a n  e lo q u e n t  a n d  
s t i r r i n g  speech  w h ich  g r e a t l y  a f fe c ted  t h e  a u d ie n c e .  H i s  w o rd s  
w ere  i m p r e g n a t e d  w i th  h i g h l y  e x a l te d  s e n t im e n t s  of  love  a n d  
g o o d n e s s  a n d  m o s t  u n se l f i s h  d e v o t io n  to  t h e o s o p h y .  H e  o b se rv e d  
t h a t  d u r i n g  th e  p a s t  tw o  y e a r s  a t t a c k s  of a  v a r ie d  n a t u r e  b a d  
beeu  m a d e  u p o n  h im  a n d  h is  l e a r n e d ,  t e n d e r - h e a r t e d  c o a d ju to r  
M a d a m o  H . P .  H la v a t s k y ,  w i th  a  v iew to  i n j u r e  t h e  sa c re d  c a u s e  
of  t h e o s o p h y ,  b u t  th e  c a u s e  aased  a s  i t  is u p o n  t r u t h ,  su rv iv e d ,  
a n d  t r i u m p h e d  o v e r  all  s u c h  b t t a c k s , a n d  now s h in e s  w i th  r e n e w 
ed e f fu lg en c e .  T h e s e  a t t a c k s  h o w e v e r  h a v e  s e rv e d  on ly  to  k in d l e  
a s p i r i t  of h o n e s t  e n q u i r y  t h r o u g h o u t  all  t l ie  c iv i l ized  q u a r t e r s  
of th e  g lo b e .  T h e  sp e a k e r  a d d e d .  D e a r  b r o th e r s !  y o u  h ave  su f fe re d  
b i t t e r l y  w i th  u s  th e  c a u s t i c  s a rc a s m s  a n d  a g o n ie s  of h a r d  t r ia l s  to 
w h ich  we w ere  su b j e c t e d ,  b u t  all  o p p o s i t io n s  h a v e  b e e n  t r i u m p 
h a n t l y  o v e rco m e  a n d  th e o s o p h y  h a s  fo u n d  h e a r t y  w e lc o m e  in  
h u n d r e d s  of t r u th - s e e k i n g  m en . 1  h ope  th e r o  will  bo no  lack  of 
e a rn e s tn e s s ,  e n e r g y ,  nnd  p e r s e v e ra n c e  on y o u r  p a r t s  to  co -opera te  
in  h a r m o n y  w i th  all t h e  s in c e re  w o rk e rs  in tho  field. O u r  r e a l  w o rk  
h a s  b e e n  b u t  only  c o m m e n c e d .  B e r h a i n p u r  is  mi a n c i e n t  s e a t  of 
p ow er ,  o£ S a n s k r i t  l e a r n in g ,  of p h i lo so p h y  a n d  sc ience,  a n d  th e  
B r a n c h  S oc ie ty  h e re  is on e  of o n r  s t r o n g  c e n t r e s .  I  will w i th  
p lu a s u ro  c o u n t  u p o n  y o u r  w i l l in g n ess ,  e n th u s ia s m ,  a n d  zeal  to  
w ork  for  t h e  cause  of th e o s o p h y .  I  will r e c o m m e n d  th e  o th e r  
B r a n c h e s  to follow in y o u r  fo o ts tep s .  B a b u  M o h in i  M o h u n  C h a t -  
t e r j e o  w ho  a c c o m p a n ie d  m e  to t b e  w e s t  a n d  is s t i l l  in E n g l a n d  is 
d o in g  m o s t  v a lu a b le  se rv ices  to  o u r  SocieLy. A s a  C h a m p io n  of 
H i n d u  ph i lo so p h y  bo is a d v o c a t in g  th o  p ro fo u n d  t r u t h s  of A r y a n  
S h a s t r a s  m i d s t  t h e  g i a n t  in te l l e c t s  oE t h e  m o d e rn  a g e .  H e  ia a 
b r i g h t  e x a m p le  before  y o u .  T h e  r e g e n e r a t i o n  of  o u r  m o t h e r  land  
a n d  th e  r e s u s c i ta t io n  oE t h e  a n c i e n t  g lo r y  of o u r  f o r e f a th e r s  is a  
g ig a n t ic  a n d  la u d a b le  t a s k ,  w o r th y  oE y o u  all  as  n ob le  d e s c e n 
d a n t s  of a  n ob le  race .  I t s  c o n s u m m a t io n  d e p e n d s  u p o n  y o u r  
c o n t in u o u s ,  unse lf ish  a n d  in t e l l i g e n t  e x e r t io n s .  L e t  no  d r a w 
b acks ,  uo  o b s ta c le s ,  no  o p p o s i t io n s ,  no n a r ro w - m in d e d  c r i t ic ism s  
a n d  no  w o r ld ly  a l l u r e m e n t s ,  p e r v e r t  y o u r  zea l  a n d  d e te rm in e d  
wil l .  T h e  g lo r io u s  s a g e s  of th e  H i m a l a y a  a r e  w a t c h i n g  all  o u r  
m o v e m e n t s  w ith  in te n se  in t e r e s t ,  y o u  will f ind a id  w h e n e v e r  y o u  
c o e d  it* I n  e v e ry  g o od ,  t h o u g h t f u l  a n d  h o n e s t  A r y a n ,  y o u  will 
f ind s f r iend  a n d  a  s y m p a th i s e r .  Be  n o t  d i s c o u ra g e d  a t  t h e  
m a g n i t u d e  of t h e  w o rk  you  h a v e  to  p e r f o r m .  T h e  Bigns a l l  
a ro u n d  you a r e  ho p e fu l .  I t  is o u r  d u t y  to  d o  w h a t  t h e  l im i te d  
s p a n  of o u r  ex is to n c e  will p e r m i t  u s  to  acco m p l ish .  W e  m a y  n o t  
see  th o  b r i g h t  f u t u r e  w h ich  a w a i t s  u s ,  b u t  o u r  c h i ld r e n ,  who will 
s t e p  in to  places , will c o m p le te  t h e  n o b le  w o rk  of r e g e n e r a t i o n  of 
o u r  m o t h e r  I n d i a  w h ich  we h a v e  im p o sed  u p o n  ou rse lves .

A f t e r  t h o  above,  th o  m e e t in g  b r o k e  u p  a n d  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  
F o u n d e r  b o in g  a c c o m p an ied  hy  a l l  t h e  b r o t h e r s  p ro ceed ed  to  th e  
q u a r t e r s  w h ich  h a d  been e n g a g e d  a n d  f i t ted  u p  fo r  h is  a c c o m m o 
da t ion .

I n  c o m p l ia n c e  w i th  an  i n v i ta t io n  Col. O lc o t t  on t h o  9 th  of J u l y  
a t t e n d e d  th e  m e e t i n g  w h ich  w as h e ld  a t  t h e  B e r h a m p u r  C a n t o n 
m e n t  T h e a t r e  H a l l  a t  7 p. M. w i th  t h e  o b je c t  of g iv in g  e n c o u r a g e 
m e n t '  to  th o  rev iva l  of S a n s c r i t  l i t e r a tu r e .  T h e r e  w as  a 
l a r g e  g a t h e r i n g  of r e s p e c ta b le  g e n t l e m e n  of  th o  d i s t r i c t .  S o m e  
of t h e  E u r o p e a n  g e n t le m e n ,  of h ig h  r a n k  a n d  p o s i t io n ,  w e re  a lso  
p r e s e n t ,  T h o  M a g i s t r a t e  a n d  C o l lec to r  of t h e  D i s t r i c t ,  M r .  J .  
A n d e r s o n ,  to o k  th e  c h a i r ,  a n d  in a sh o r t  sp e ech  o p e n e d  th e  
m e e t in g ,  n n d  in t ro d u c e d  th e  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  l e a d e r  of t h e  T h e o s o 
ph ical  S oc ie ty  to  th e  a u d ien ce .  C olonel  O lc o t t  t h e n  a d d r e s s e d  th e  
g e n t l e m e n  p re s e n t  in h is  u sua l  e le g a n t ,  fo rc ib le  a n d  pe r su a s iv e  
s ty l e ,  a n d  m o s t  s t r o n g ly  a d v o c a te d  t h e  im p o r t a n c e  of  t h e  
“  A s h tn d a sn  M a h a  P u rn n n s ,”  w h ich  B a b n  K r i s h n a  G opal  D h a k ta  
h a s  u n d e r t a k e n  to  e d i t  w i th  t h e i r  B e n g a l i  t r a n s l a t i o n s .  H e  
obse rved  th a t ,  t h i s  u n d e r t a k i n g  is in d e e d  l a u d a b le ,  a n d  is 
w o r th y  of th e  p a t r o n a g e  of  e v e ry  i n d iv id u a l  w ho  t a k e s  a  s in c e re  
i n t e r e s t  in  t h e  n o b le  w o rk  of r e v iv a l  of t h e  a n c i e n t  g lo ry  of

I n d i a .  I n  a  m o s t  l iv e ly  a n d  im p re s s iv e  m a n n e r  h e  e x p o u n d e d  
w h a t  t h o s e  s a c r e d  b o o k s  c o n ta in ,  a n d  r e m a r k e d  t h a t  t h e y  nro 
t h e  v e ry  l ife ,  sou l  a n d  t h e  essence  of H in d u i s m ,  a n d  a r e  th e  
f u n d a m e n t a l  s o u rc e s  of A r y a n  re l ig ions ,  p h i lo so p h y ,  sc ience,  
l i t e r a tu r e ,  p o l i t ic s ,  a n d  a r t s ,  a n d  c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  v e ry  fa b r ic  of 
g e n u i n e  H i n d u  th o u g h t s ,  a c t io n s ,  m a n n e r s ,  social  h a b i t s  a n d  
c u s to m s .  H e  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  s u b je c t  br ief ly  in i t s  p o l i t ica l ,  m oral ,  
r e l ig io u s  a n d  social  a sp e c t s ,  a n d  m o s t  exp l ic i t ly  s e t  f o r t h  how 
i m p o r t a n t  t h e i r  k n o w le d g e  is to  t h e  r u l i n g  p o w e rs  a n d  to  those  
w h o  l ive  u n d e r  t h e m .  By  h is  e lo q u e n t  e x h o r ta t io n s  he  m o v e d  th e  
w ho le  a u d ie n c e ,  w h o  w e re  h igh ly  d e l ig h te d  w i th  h is  c o u r te o u s  
m a n n e r  of  a d d r e s s  a n d  e le v a te d  ideas .  T h e  m e e t i n g  t h e n  p assed  
t h e  re so lu t io n s  n e c e s s a ry  to  p r o m o te  t h e  o b je c t  of e d i t i n g  th e  
“ A s h tn d a s a  M o h a p u r a n a , ”  n n d  passed  a v o te  of t h a n k s  to  the  
p h i l a n t h r o p h i c  sp e a k e r .

D u r i n g  th o  t h r e e  d a y s  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  F o u n d e r  w a s  a t  B e rh a m -  
p o re ,  h e  h a d  ve ry  l i t t l e  t i m e  l e f t  t o  h im se l f .  H e  w as alw ays  
s u r r o u n d e d  w i th  v i s i to r s  a n d  t h e  b r o t h e r s  of t h e  local b ra n c h .  
O n  th e  10th  of J u l y  a  g r a n d  p u b l ic  m e e t i n g  w as a g a in  co nvened ,  
in t h e  a b o v e m e n t io n e d  hal l ,  w h e r e  t h e  h ig h ly  e s te e m e d  P r e s i 
d e n t  F o u n d e r  d e l iv e red  a  l e c tu r e  on “  M au  m u s t  be h is  own 
Sav io u r ,  a n d  w o rk  o u t  h i s  o w n  S a lv a t io n .”  T h e  l a r g e  a n d  sp a c io u s  
T h e a t r e  H a l l  wns filled w i th  E n g l i s h -k n o w in g  r e s p e c ta b le  m en ,  
m o s t  of t h e  E u r o p e a n  la d ie s  a n d  g e n t l e m e n  of  t h e  s ta t ion ,  a n d  
th o  n a t iv e s  of r a n k  a n d  h ig h  p o s i t io n ,  vakeels ,  t e a c h e r s ,  s t u d e n t s  
a n d  o th e r  r e s p e c ta b le  p e o p le  w e re  p r e s e n t .  M r. B. L .  S u p ta ,  th e  
J u d g e  of t h e  D is t r i c t ,  p r e s id e d .  H e  i n t ro d u c e d  t h e  l e a rn e d  
l e c t u r e r  w i th  a  few a p p r o p r i a t e  o b se rv a t io n s ,  a f t e r  w h ic h  Oolonel  
O lco t t  a d d re s s e d  th e  a ud ionco .  T h e  p u r p o r t  of  h i s  a d d r e s s  waB 
a s  fo llow s :—

T h e  s u b je c t  is on e  of i n t e n s e  i n t e r o s t  a n d  in v o lv e s  a t  t h e  vory  
t b r e s h b o l d  a  be l ie f  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  e x i s te n c e  of t h e  Sou l .  T h e  
va r ied  n a t u r e  of  t h e  v iew s e n t e r t a i n e d  by  t h e  fo l low ers  of 
d i f fe re n t  c r e e d s  a s  to  p a r t i c u l a r  loca l i t ie s  d e s c r ib e d  in th e i r  
re sp e c t iv e  g o s p e l s  a s  H e a v e n  a n d  H el l ,  is  well k n o w n  to  every  
scholar .  M en  a f t e r  d e a th ,  a c c o r d in g  to  thfe m e r i t s  o f  t h e i r  
a c t io n s  in  t h i s  l i t r ,  a r e  n o t  d o o m e d  e te rn a l ly  e i t h e r  to  e n jo y  o r  
su f fe r  b l e s s in g s  o r  m is e ry  in t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  r e g io n s  d e n o m i 
n a t e d  h e a v e n  o r  he l l ,  b u t  u n d e r  t h e  u n s w e rv in g  la n d  of n a tu r e  
th e y  r e in c a r n a t e  iu to  a s t a t e  of e x i s te n c e  w h ich  is c o m m e n s u ra t e  
w i th  t h e  m e r i t s  of t h e i r  ka rm a  a c c o r d in g  to  t h e  m o ra l  law of 
r e t r i b u t iv e  j u s t i c e .  H e a v e n  a n d  H e l l ,  in t h e  d i f f e r e n t  s y s t e m s  
of  re l ig io n ,  n ro  d e s c r ib e d  a c c o r d in g  to  t h e  h i g h e s t  idea ls  of 
h a p p in e s s  a n d  m is e ry  of  t h e i r  r e s p e c t iv e  fo l low ers .  T h e  l e a rn e d  
s p e a k e r  d iv id e d  th e  s u b j e c t  of  h i s  d i sc o u rs e  in to  tw o  p a r t s ,  viz., 
S a lv a t io n  t h r o u g h  “  B h a h ti” o r  f a i t h ,  nnd  s a lv a t io n  t h r o u g h  
“  gnanam ” o r  rea l  w isd o m .  T h e  fo rm e r ,  h o  o b s e rv e d ,  is  th e  
u n d o u b te d  belief  in t b e  efficacy of  th e  p e r fo r m a n c e  of v a r io u s  
re l ig io u s  r i te s ,  ce re m o n ie s ,  a n d  p r a y e r s ,  a n d  t h e  l a t t e r  is th e  
o b ta in in g  of k n o w le d g e  of w h a t  is T ru th  a n d  a b s o lu te  W i s d o m .  
T h is  k n o w le d g e  can be  a c q u i r e d  on ly  t h r o u g h  a  p rocess  of se l f 
p u r if ica t ion  nnd  se lf  d isc ip l ine ,  a n d  w hen  a  m a n  t h r o u g h  su c h  
p rocess  s u c c e e d s  in l iv in g  c o n t in u a l ly  in h i s  h i g h e r  s t a t e  of 
consc iousness ,  ho  p ro g re s s e s  o n w a rd  an d  d e v e lo p e s  h i s  soul-  
po w ers  t i l l  u l t i m a t e l y  he  b ec o m e s  se lf  i l lu m in e d  a n d  o b ta in s  
t h a t  s t a t e  o f  s u p r e m e  b le s se d n e s s  a n d  p e a c e  w h ic h  iB called  
“  M oksha.” T h i s  p ro fo u n d  n n d  su b l im e  t r u t h  k n o w n  to tho 
a n c ie n t  A ry a n s  in t h e  d a y s  of  old, is  b e ing  co n f i rm ed  m o r e  a n d  
m ore  by t h e  l i g h t  d i s c o v e re d  b y  th e  r e se a rc h e s  of  m o d e rn  sc ience;  
t h e  e v o lu t io n  t h e o r y  of P ro f e s s o r  D a rw in  h a s  b u t  p a r t i a l ly  
a p p ro a c h e d  t h e  o c c u l t  p r in c ip le  w hich  u n d e r l i e s  t h o  d o c t r i n e  of 
t h e  A r y a n  sn g e s .  T h e  l e a rn e d  l e c t u r e r  by  d i n t  of s o u n d  a r g u 
m e n t s ,  sh o w e d  t h a t  m a n  r e a p s  on ly  th e  f ru i t s  of his karm a  ; no 
a m o u n t  of  f a i th  can  avo id  t h e  in e v i t a b l e  s e q n e n c e  of m o ra l  causo  
an d  e ffec t .  A t  d e a t h  m a n  p a s se s  in to  t h e  w o r ld  of  effects,  (in 
rea l i ty  a  s t a t e  a n d  n o t  a  p lace)  w h ich  he  h a s  c r e a te d  by  h is  
a c t io n s  in  t h i s  life, a n d  t h e r e  evo lves  o n t  of  h i s  ego,  u n d e r  tho  
u n iv e r sa l  law of affini ty ,  a  new  e g o  to  l ive in t h e  n e x t  w orld ,
i. e., in t b e  n e x t  s t a t e  of e x is te n ce .  T h u s  h e  m a d e  i t  c l e a r  t h a t  
i t  is n o t  a  m a t t e r  of j u d g m e n t ,  of  s a lv a t io n  a n d  d a m n a t io n ,  of 
H e a v e n  a n d  H e l l ,  b u t  so le ly  of evo lu tion .  T h e r e  is no f o rg iv e 
n e s s  of s in s ,  no inf lic t ion  of  e t e r n a l  d a m n a t i o n  in  H e l l ,  h u t  
s im p ly  t h e  o p e r a t io n  of a  n a t u r a l  law, ( t h e  b a la n c e  of affinities) 
im p re s s e d  on t h e  u n iv e r s e  by th e  abso lu te !  T h e  s p e s c h  las ted  
f o r  an  h o u r ,  a n d  t h e  w h o le  a u d ie n c e  w as a t t e n t i v e  t h r o u g h 
o u t .  T h e  e le v a te d  t h o u g h t s  a n d  su b l im e  d o c t r i n e s  a d v o c a te d  
c r e a t e d  a  s p i r i t  of h o n e s t  e n q u i r y  i a  t h e  h e a r t s  of a ll  o u ts id e r s .

D i n a  N a t i i  G a n g o o ly ,  
President, A . B . B . Theosophical Society,

, B erliam pore.

T h e  fo l low ing  h a v o  b e e n  a p p o i n t e d  o ffice-bearers  in t h e  Adhi 
B h o u t i c  B r a h t u  T .  S. :—

P r e s i d e n t ,  Babu  D in a  N a t h  G a ngoo ly .
V ic e  P r e s i d e n t ,  B a b u  P r a v a d  B agch i .
S e c re ta ry ,  B a b u  R a j k r i s n a  B a h n e r je e .
A s s i s t a n t  S e c r e t a r y ,  B a b a  C a n t  O ha t te r jeo .
T re a s u r e r ,  S h a r o d a  C b ie ru  B h u t t a c h a r j e e .
L ib r a r i a n ,  P a n d i t  K e s h u b  C a n d ra  B u t ta c h a r j^ e .
C o u n c i l lo r s ,  B a b u  S r i n a th  G h o s h y e ,  Babu  S a tc o w re y  Moo

k e r je e ,  B a b u  N a f a r  D a s s  Rul.



. F R A N C E .

T h e  fo l low ing  a d d r e s s  h a s  b eeu  s e n t  to  M a d a m e  B la v a ts k y  b y  
th e  F r e n c h  B r a n c h .  .
M ad a m k ,

T h e  F r e n c h  B ra n c h  of t h e  T h e o so p h ic a l  S o c ie ty  a t  a  m e e t in g  
h e ld  on t h e  1 7 th  of M ay  1865 a t  th e  r e s id e n c e  of  t h e  D u c h e s se  d e  
P o m a r ,  h a s  r e q u e s t e d  m e  to  co n v ey  to  y o u  t h e  e xp ress ion  of  ita 
s y m p a th y  u n d  h o p e s  for t h e  r e s to r a t io n  of  y o u r  h e a l th  now so 
s e r io u s ly  i n ju r e d .  . i. ;
; W e  k n o w ,  M a d a m e ,  t h a t  y o u r  su f f e r in g s  a r e  t h e  c o n s e q u e n c e  
pf  excess  of  w o rk  in  o u r  cause ,  a n d  of t h e  a n n o y a n c e s  to  w hich  
you  h a v e  b een  s u b je c t  on th o  p a r t  of t h e  o p p o n e n t s  of T h e o so p h y .

T h e s e  c o n s id e ra t io n s  a r e  s u c h  as to  i n c r e a se  st i l l  m o re  o u r  
g r a t i t u d e  a n d  a f fe c t io n  t o w a r d s  y o u r s e l f .

I f  t h e  g r e a t  m o v e m e n t  of  id eas  p r o p a g a te d  by  th e  T h eo so p h ica l  
Soc ie ty  c o n t r i b u t e s  to  t h e  p r o g r e s s  of h u m a n i t y  a n d  th e  d e v e lo p 
m e n t  of t h e  s e n t im e n t s  of  j u s t i c e  a u d  f r a t e r n i t y ,  w h ich  a re  tho  
idea l  t o w a r d s  wliich all  n a t i o n s  m u s t  te n d ,  p o s t e r i t y  will u o t  f o r 
g e t  t h e  n a m e  of h e r  w ho  h a s  b e e n  t h e  f o u n d e r  of  t h i s  work ,  a n d  
t h e  go o d  s h e  h a s  d o n e  will e n r i c h  h e r  K a rm a  in  a  f u tu ro  
ex is tence .

In  t h i s  t h o u g h t  you  will f ind  t h e  s t r e n g t h  a n d  co n so la t io n  you  
n e e d  iu t h e  m id s t  of  t r i a l ,  a n d  d o  n o t  f o r g e t  t h a t  m a n y  b ro th e r s  
a n d  s i s t e r s  c la im  th e  p r iv i l e g e  of s h a r i n g  y o u r  so r ro w  by th e  
m o s t  p ro fo u n d  s y m p a th y .

Y o u r s  f a i th fu l ly ,
E m il ijs  d b  M o u s ie r ,

(P rovisional Secretary o f the French group.)

F r e n c h  M e m b e r s  of  th e  T .  S .  a r e  r e q u e s t e d  to  n o te  t h a t  M. 
Col l ins  haa  ceased  to  be th e  a g e n t  for  t h e  S o c ie ty ’s p u b l ica t io n s .  
M. D r a m a r d ,  76, R u e  C la u d e  B e r n a r d ,  h a s  k in d ly  o o n se n te d  to  
rece ive  b u s in e s s  c o m m u n ic a t io n s  u n t i l  a  f r e s h  a g e n t  can  be 
a p p o in te d .

L O N D O N  L O D G E  T .  S.

T h e  l a s t  m e e t i n g  of t h e  L o n d o n  L o d g o  fo r  t h e  c u r r e n t  se aso n  
took  p lace  n t  Q u e e n  A n n e ’s M a ns ions ,  S t . J a m e s ’ P a r k ,  on W e d 
n e s d a y ,  J u l y  22nd .  T h e  m e e t in g  w as  a n  o pen  one,  a n d  was well 
a t t e n d e d  b o th  by  v i s i to r s  a n d  m e m b e r s  of t h e  L o d g e .

M r.  S i n n e t t  o p e n e d  t h e  p ro c e e d in g s  w i th  u rev iew  o f  th e  e v e n ts  
of th e  p a s t  s e ss ion .  H e  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  b o o k s  p u b l i s h e d  u n d e r  
t h e  a u s p ic e s  of  t h e  S o c ie ty  a s  f o rm in g  a  s t r i k i n g  a n d  valuab le  
c o n t r i b u t io n  t o  t h e  o c c u l t  l i t e r a tu r o  c u r r e n t  in  t h e  w or ld ,  w h i le  
th e  six  n u m b e r s  of t h e  “ L o n d o n  L o d g e  T ra n s a c t io n s ” a l re a d y  
iss u ed  w ere  s a t i s f a c to ry  p ro o f  of  t h e  v i t a l i t y  a n d  a c t iv i ty  of  
t h o u g h t  w i th in  th e  L o d g e  i tself .

M r,  S i n n e t t  t h e n  r e f e r r e d  a t  so m e  l e n g t h  to t h e  s u b je c t  of M r .  
H o d g s o n ’s r e p o r t  to  t h e  S. P .  R. A f t e r  i n s i s t i n g  o u  t h e  fact t h a t  
th o  T h e o so p h ic a l  S o c ie ty  a s  s u c h  is  u n a f fe c te d  b y  a t t a c k s  u p o n  
th o  p e r s o n a l i ty  of  a n y  of  i t s  officers, a n d  s t a n d s  o n  g r o u n d  w h ich  
is log ica l ly  a l t o g e t h e r  r e m o v e d  f rom  t h e  s p h e r e  o f  su c h  c r i t ic is m  
M r. S i n n e t t  p o in te d  o u t  t h a t  M r.  H o d g s o n  h a d  p u r s u e d  his in 
v e s t ig a t io n s  f rom  a  s t a n d - p o i n t  a n d  by  a  m e t h o d  w h ic h  could  n o t  
fail to  l e a d  to  u n s a t i s f a c to ry  a n d  e r ro n e o u s  r e s u l t s .

R e f e r r in g  to  t h e  f u t u r e  w o rk  of t h e  So c ie ty ,  h e  show ed  t h a t  
t h e  i n f o rm a t io n  a l r e a d y  c o m m u n ic a t e d  i s  su f f ic ien t  to  enab le  n s  
to  m a k e  c o n s id e ra b le  a d v a n c e s  iu  o u r  c o m p r e h e n s io n  of  N a t u r e ,  
even  w i th o n t  f u r t h e r  a s s is ta n c e  f ro m  th o s e  w h o  o r ig in a l ly  g a v e  
t h e  im p u ls e  w h ich  led  to  t h e  f o u n d a t io n  of  t h e  Socie ty .  M r .  
S i n e t t  c o n c lu d e d  by  e x p r e s s i n g  h is  f i rm  b e l ie f  t h a t  t h e  T h eo so 
ph ica l  S oc ie ty  w o u ld  p r o s p e r  a u d  b e c o m e  on e  of  t h e  g r e a t  s p i r i 
t u a l i z in g  m o v e m e n t s  of  t h e  a g e .
M r.  M o h in i  th e n  a d d r e s s e d  a  f ew  w o rd s  to  t h e  m e e t in g ,  w h ich  
s u b s e q u e n t ly  a s s u m e d  a  c o n v e r sa t io n a l  c h a r a c t e r  a n d  w as  p r o 
lo n g e d  to  a  la te  h o u r .

B e r t r a m  K e io i i t l e t ,
H onorary Secretary.

M A D U R A .

T h e  H o n .  S. S u b r a m a n i a  A yer ,  P r e s i d e n t ,  a n d  M r.  N . K u p p u -  
s w a m y  A y e r ,  S e c re ta ry ,  of  t h i s  B r a n c h ,  h a v i n g  le f t  th e  d i s t r i c t ,  
th e  fo l low ing  g e n t l e m e n  h a v e  been  e le c t e d  :

P r e s i d e n t ,  M r.  S. R a m a s a w m y  A yer ,  B .  A.
V ic e - P re s id e n t  M r .  R .  R a m a s u b h i e r ,  B .  A .,  B .  L .
S e c r e t a r y ,  M r,  N a r a y a n a  A yer ,  B. A., B ,  L .

S A I D P O R E .

T h e  f i rs t  a n n iv e r s a r y  of t h e  S a id p o re  G y a n a n k o w  T. S. w as 
held  on t h e  2 6 th  J u ly .  B aboo  B a r o d a k e r s a n d  Bose ,  V ic e  P r e s i 
d e n t  of t h e  B n a b u  T. S ., w h o  c a m e  as  d e l e g a t e  of  t h a t  b r a u c h ,  
was vo ted  to t h e  chair .  A f t e r  th o  r e p o r t  h a d  b e e n  re a d ,  B^boo 
Rsijkessen  M ooker  jee ,  P r e s i d e n t  of th e  B ranch ,  r e a d  a n  a d d r e s s  
e x p la n a to ry  of  t h e  u im s a n d  o b je c t s  of  th e  S oc ie ty .

T h e  fo l lo w in g  officers w e r e  t h e n  e lec ted  :
P re s id e n t ,  Baboo  I t a jk e s s e n  M o o k e r jee .
V i c e - P re s id e n t ,  B a b o o  O k h o y  C h u n d e r  M oo k e r jee .
S e c re ta ry ,  B a b o o  R a jn a r a m  Bose- 
T re a s u r e r ,  B a b o o  B o n k u  B e h a ry  M i t te r ,

B A N K I P O R E .

Col. O lc o t t  v i s i t e d  t h i s  p lace  on t h e  16 th  J  uly .  O n  th o  
e v e n in g  of t h e  fo l lo w in g  d a y  h e  d e l iv e re d  a  l e c tu r e  on “ A r y a n  
C u l t u r e . ”  T h e  m e e t i n g  w a s  p r e s id e d  over  by  M r .  P r o t h e r o ,  a  
p ro fe s so r  of  t h e  Co l lege .  T h e  l e c tu r e r  sp o k e  o f t h e  p r o d ig io u s  
a t t a i n m e n t s  o f t h e  a n o ie n t  A r y a n s  in  all  d e p a r t m e n t s  of  a r t ,  
sc ience  a n d  p h i lo so p h y ,  a n d  m a d e  a n  e lo q u e n t  a p p e a l  to  hia  
h e a r e r s  to  s t u d y  th o  a n c i e n t  l e a r n in g  of th u i r  c o u n t r y  a n d  h e lp  
i(} b r i n g in g  a b o u t  a  r e v iv a l  o f  S a n s k r i t  l i t e ra tu ro .

D u r i n g  t h e  C o lo n e l ’s v is i t  a  su b s c r ip t io n  w a s  s t a r t e d  fo r  t h e  
fo rm u t io n  of a  l i b r a ry  in c o n n e c t io n  w i th  t h e  B ra n c h .

On t h e  18th ,  t h e  C olonel  d e l iv e re d  a n o t h e r  l e c tu r e  to  t h e  s t u 
d e n t s  of t h e  C o l le g e  in th o  C h a j j u b a g  house  of t h e  M a h a r a j a h  
o f  D u r b h u n g a ,  t a k i n g  fo r  b is  s u b je c t  t h e  r e l ig io n  of t h e  a n c i e n t  
A ry an s ,  a n d  g i v i n g  a  d e t a i l e d  e x p la n a t io n  of F ra n  P ra th istha  
and  Jop.

B E N A R E S .

Colonel  O lc o t t  a r r i v e d  h e r e  o n  t h e  “  10 th  J u l y  a n d  w as  r e 
ce ived  by  se vera l  m e m b e r s  of  t h e  B r a n c h  Soc ie ty .  A n  a d d r e s s  
w a s  p r e s e n te d  to  h im  b y  t h e  K a s i  T a t t w a  S a b h a  T .  S. on  t h e  
e v e n in g  of  t h e  s a m e  d a y .  I n  t h i s  i t  w a s  sa id  t h a t  t h e  T h e o s o 
p h ic a l  m o v e m e n t  h a d  b e e n  f ru i t f u l  o f  go o d  a n d  s u b s t a n t i a l  
r e s u l t s  ; f o r  i t  h ad  n o t  o n ly  f u rn i s h e d  m e n  w i th  s to r e s  o f  i n t e l 
le c tu a l  f u rn i tu r e ,  b u t  la id  d o w n  ru le s  b e a r i n g  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  of  
so v e re ig n  m o ra l  law  for  t b e  g u id a n c e  of h u m a n  c o n d u c t .  I t  h a d  
m o re o v e r  e n c o u r a g e d  a n c i e n t  l e a r n in g ,  u n i t e d  th e  h e a r t s  of m e n  
of d i f fe re n t  r a c e s  c r e e d s  a n d  n a t io n a l i t ie s ,  a n d  a w a k e n e d  t h e  
s p i r i tu a l  i n s t i n c t s  of  t h e  A ry a n s ,  bes id es  f i rm ly  e s t a b l i s h in g  t h e  
im m u t a b l e  t r u t h s  of H i n d u  P h i lo s o p h y .
• O n  th e  2 1 s t  a n d  2 2 nd ,  t h e  Colonel  d e l iv e re d  tw o  le c tu r e s  in 
t h e  T o w n  l l a l l  ou  “  t h e  p h i lo s o p h y  of  H i n d u  r e l i g io n ” a n d  “ T h o  
d u t i e s  of  t h e  r i s in g  g e n e r a t i o n . ” I n  t h e  f i rs t  l e c tu r e  h e  r e fe r r e d  
to  t h e  A ry a n  th e o r y  of  C o s m o g o n y  a n d  th e  o p e ra t io n  of  th o  law  
o f  K a r m a ,  f in is h in g  b y  a n  e s p ec ia l  r e c o m m e n d a t io n  to  h i s  
h e a r e r s  to  s t u d y  t h e  e th ic a l  p a r t  of  t h e i r  s y s t e m s ,  s a y in g  t lm t  no 
o th e r  code of  m o ra l i ty  c o u ld  s u r p a s s  t h a t  s e t  f o r th  in t h e  B h a g a 
v a t  G ita .

T h e  s e co n d  l e c tu r e ,  w h ic h ,  l iko  t h e  f i rs t ,  w as  l i s t e n e d  to  b y  a 
c ro w d e d  a u d ie n c e ,  c o n ta in e d  a  r e m a r k a b le  lu c id  e x p la n a t io n  of 
t h e  s ix  schoo ls  of H i n d u  P h i lo s o p h y ,  A f t e r  d r a w i n g  a t t e n t i o n  to  
t h e  p r ic e le s s  t r e a s u r e s  c o n ta in e d  in  S a n s k r i t  l i t e r a tu r e ,  h e  
c o n c lu d e d  w i th  a u  e lo q u e n t  a p p e a l  to  th o  y o u n "  m e n  of I n d i a  to 
p ro v e  th e m s e lv e s  w o r th y  d e s c e n d a n t s  o f  t h e i r  i l l u s t r i o u s  fo re 
f a th e r s  a n d  to  fo llow in  t h e i r  f o o t s te p s .  T h e  c h a i r  w as  t a k e n  on  
b o th  o ccas ions  b y  B a b u  P r a m a d a  D a s s  M i t t e r .

J A M A L P U R .

Col. O lc o t t  a r r i v e d  h e r e  f ro m  B h a g a l p u r  on  t h e  n i g h t  o f  t h e  
13 th  J u l y  1885 b y  u p  p a s s e n g e r  t r a i n ,  a c c o m p a n ie d  by  P u n d i t  
N i t y a  N a n d a  M iss ra ,  F .  T .  S., of  t h e  B h a g a l p u r  b r a n c h .  H e  w as 
g r e e t e d  a n d  r e c e iv e d  a t  t h e  R a i lw a y  S ta t i o n  b y  a lm o s t  all  th o  
m e m b e r s  he re ,  a n d  t a k e n  t o  a  s m a l l  house ,  c lo se  to  t h e  s ta t io n ,  
f i t te d  u p  fo r  h im .  I n  t h e  fo l lo w in g  e v e n in g  a  g o o d  m a n y  r e s p e c t 
ab le  H i n d u  g e n t l e m e n  w e re  p r e s e n t  t o  bo ld  c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  
t h e  i l l u s t r i o u s  C o lone l .  T h e  p a r t y  lef t  t h e  p lace  well p leased .  
W h e n  th e  o u t s id e r s  w e n t  a w a y  a  p r iv a t e  m e e t in g  of  t h e  locuL 
m e m b e r s  w e r e  h e ld ,  a t  w h ic h  Col. O lc o t t  g a v e  som e s o u n d  
ad v ic e  fo r  t h e  w e l l -b e in g  of  t h e  b r a n c h ,

Col.  O lc o t t  d e l iv e r e d  a  p u b l i c  l e c t u r e  i n  t h e  Loca l  N a t iv e  
I n s t i t u t e  on  t h e  15 th  b e fo re  a  c r o w d e d  a u d ie u c e  on t h e  
s u b je c t  “  I s  T h e o s o p h y  o p p o s e d  to  H in d u i s m  ?” B a b u  R a m  
C h u n d e r c h a t t e r g i , .  P r e s i d e n t  of  t h e  b r a n c h ,  w as  v o te d  to  t h e  
cha ir .  A bou t  ha l f  a  d o z e n  E u ro p e a n s  w ere  found  s ta n d in g  o u t s id e  
t h e  H a l l .  T h e  l e c tu r e  w as  f r e q u e n t l y  a p p la u d e d .  P a n d i t  
M is s r a  c i t e d  s lo k a s  f ro m  t h e  G i t a  w h e r e v e r  h e  w a s  c a l le d  u p o n  
to  do  so. I t  is a  h a p p y  piece of  n e w s  to c o m m u n ic a t e  to you 
t h a t  Col. O l c o t t ’s r e c e n t  l e c tu r e  h a s  t u r n e d  th e  p u b l ic  op in ion  
to  o u r  s ide .

A f t e r  th e  l e c tu r e  t h e  M o n g h y r  g e n t l e m e n  c a m e  w i th  Colonel 
to  h i s  te m p o r a ry  r e s id e n c e  a n d  h a d  a  t a lk  w i th  h im  a b o u t  a 
b r a n c h  a t  M o n g h y r .

B H A G A L P U R .

A t  a  m e e t in g  of  t h i s  B r a n c h  o n  t h e  1 3 th  J n l y ,  C olonel  O lc o t t  
in  t h e  chair ,  t h e  fo l lo w in g  w e re  e le c te d  office-bearers :— 

P r e s id e n t ,  B a b u  C h a n d r a  N a r a i n  S in g h .
V ic e -P re s id e n t s ,  B a b u  T a r a  P a d a  G h o sh a l ,  M. A. a n d  P u n d i t  
N i t y a n d a  M isra ,
S e c re ta ry ,  Babu  C h a n d r a  M is ra ,  M . A.

T H E  H A G U E .

W e  r e g r e t  t h a t ,  in c o n s e q u e n c e  of  i l l -h e a l th ,  M r .  B onn ,  P r e s i 
d e n t  of  th e  B r a n c h  T .  S. in t h i s  c i ty  is co m p e l led  to r e s ig n  h is  
office. C a p t .  d e  B o u r b o n  h a s  b e e u  a p p o in t e d  P r e s i d e n t  in  hia 
place,



B Y E - L A W S  O F  T H E  C H I C A G O  B R A N C H  
T H E O S O P H I C A L  S O C I E T Y .

P r e a m b l e .

W h e r e a s ,  we, t h e  U n d e r s ig n e d ,  be l iev e  i n  t h e  d o c t r i n e s  o f  
T h eo so p h y ,  a n d  h a v e  s u b s c r ib e d  w i t h o n t  a n y  m e n t a l  r e s e r v a t io n  
w h a tso e v e r ,  to  t h e  p l a t f o rm  a n d  B ye- law s  of  t h e  P a r e n t  S o c ie ty ,  
w e  do  a lso  h e re b y  a d o p t  fo r  t h e  local r e g u la t io n  a n d  g o v e r n 
m e n t  of  th e  C h ica go  B r a n c h  T h e o s o p h ic a l  S o c ie ty ,  t h e  fo l low ing  
B yo-law s a n d  R u les ,  s u b je c t  to  A r t i c l e  17 of t h e  B y e - l a w B  of t h e  
P a r e n t  Society .

A r t i c l e  I .

T h is  A sso c ia t io n  sh a l l  b e  k n o w n  as  “ T h e  C h ic a g o  B r a n c h  
T h e o so p h ica l  S o c ie ty .”

A r t i c l e  I I .
T h e  officers of  t h i s  B r a n c h  sha l l  be a P r e s i d e n t ,  V i c e - P r e s i 

d e n t ,  R e c o r d i n g  S e c re ta ry ,  C o r r e s p o n d in g  S e c r e t a r y ,  T r e a s u r e r ,  
ond a  C o u n c i l  of T h re e ,  of w h ich  th e  P r e s i d e n t  sha l l  be  one ,  
cv-ofiicio.

' A r t i c l e  I I I .

T h e  officers sha l l  b e  e lec ted  a n n u a l l y ,  b y  b a l lo t ,  a t  t h e  f i r s t  
r e g u l a r  m e e t in g  in  D e c e m b e r ,  of each  ye a r ,  a n d  sha l l  ho ld  office 
for  one  y e a r ,  o r  u n t i l  t h e i r  su c c e s s o r s  a r e  e lec ted .  E x c e p t  t h e  
C ouncil ,  w h ioh  slial l be  e le c te d  every  t h r e e  m o n th s ,  to  ho ld  office 
fo r  t h a t  t e r m .

A r t i c l e  I V .

• T h e  P r e s i d e n t  sha ll  p re s id e  a t  a l l  m e e t in g s  of  th o  B r a n c h  a n d  
p e r fo r m  all  th o  d u t i e s  of a  p r e s i d i n g  officer.

A r t i c l e  V.

T h e  V i c e - P r e s i d e n t  sha l l  p e r fo r m  th e  d u t i e s  of t h e  P r e s i d e n t  in 
t h e  absence ,  o r  i n a b i l i ty  to  se rv e ,  of  t h a t  officer.

A r t i c l e  V I .
T h o  R e c o rd in g  S e c r e t a r y  sh a l l  h a v e  c h a r g e  of all  t h e  b o o k s  

a n d  k e e p  a  fu ll  a n d  a c c u r a t e  r e c o rd  of  t h e  t r a n s a c t io n s  of t h e  
B r a n c h  a t  a ll  i t s  m e e t in g s ,  iu a  bo o k  p r o v id e d  for  t h a t  p u rp o se .

A r t i c l e  V I I ,
T h o  C o r r e sp o n d in g  S e c re ta ry  sha l l  h a v e  c h a r g e  of t h e  c o r r e s p o n 

d en ce  of t h e  B r a n c h .  I t  sha l l  b e  a  specia l  d u t y  to  i n v i t e  a n d  m a i n 
t a in  a  c o r re sp o n d e n c e  w i th  t h e  B r a n c h e s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  w or ld ,  
r e p o r t i n g  t h e  s a m e  to  t h e  Counoil .

A r t i c l e  V I I I .
T h o  T ro a s u re r  sha l l  h a v e  c h a rg o  of  th o  f u n d s  of t h e  B r a n c h ,  

p a y in g  th e m  o u t  b y  d i re c t io n  of t h e  B r a n c h  on  o r d e r s  s i g n e d  by  
th e  P r e s i d e n t  a n d  S e c r e t a r y .  '

A r t i c l e  I X .
T h e  C ounc il  sha l l  r e p o r t  e ach  w eek ,  f o r  t h e  se c o n d  e n s u i n g  

w eek ,  su c h  p r o g r a m m e  of exerc ise s ,  a s  in  t h e i r  j u d g m e n t  sh a l l  
b e s t  p r o m o te  g r o w th  in  o ccu l t  k n o w le d g e  ; t h e i r  r e p o r t  s h a l l  be  
final.

A r t i c l e  X .
T h e  r e g u la r  m e e t in g s  of t h i s  B o a rd  s h a l l  be  h e ld  w e e k ly ,  a t  a 

t im e  a n d  p lace  p ro v id e d  for t h a t  pu rp o se -
A r t i c l e  X I .

E v e r y  m e m b e r  in  r e g u l a r  s t a n d in g  sha l l  p a y  in to  t h e  T r e a s u r y  
ove ry  w eek , five cents . ,  of w h ich  th e  T r e a s u r e r  sh a l l  k e e p  a  r eco rd .  
T h is  f u n d  sha l l  be d ev o ted ,  fi rs t , to  t h e  p a y m e n t  of a n n u a l  d u e s  
to  t h e  P a r e n t  S o c ie ty ,  Becond, to  i n c id e n ta l  e x p e n s e s ,  a u d  th e  
f o u n d in g  of a  L ib r a r y ,  for t h i s  B ra n c h .

A r t i c l e  X I I .

T h is  B r a n c h  sh a l l  e s ta b l is h  a  L i b r a r y  o f  O c c u l t  a n d  E a s t e r n  
l i t e ra tu r e  in a n y  way t h a t  sha l l  bo  d e e m e d  m o s t  a d v a n t a g e o u s .

A r t i c l e  X I I I .
All  F e l low s a r e  e x p e c te d  to  r e s p o n d  c h e e r f u l ly ,  p r o m p t l y  a n d  

to  t h e  b es t  of t h e i r  a b i l i ty ,  to  t h e  p r o g r a m m e  as r e p o r t e d  b y  
th o  C ouncil ,

A r t i c l e  X I V -

Q u e s t io n s  in  d i s p u te ,  u n t o u c h e d  b y  th e s e  B y e -L a w s ,  will be 
r e fe r r e d  to t h e  B y e -L a w s  of t h e  P a r e n t  S o c ie ty  f o r  decis ion .

A r t i c l e  X V .
T h e se  B y e -L a w s  can  b e  a l t e r e d  a n d  a m e n d e d  b y  a  tw o - th i rd s  

vo te  of th o  m e m b e r s  p r e s e n t  a t  a n y  r e g u l a r  m e e t i n g ,  p ro v id e d  
tw o  w e e k s ’ n o t i c e  in  w r i t in g  h a s  b een  g i v e n  of  th o  p ro p o se d  
ch a n g e .  •

A d o p te d  b y  th e  C h ica g o  B r a n c h  T h e o s o p h ic a l  Socie ty ,  
A p r i l  25, 1885.

S u m m a r y  of exe rc ise s  of C. B. T. S. R e g u la r  M e e t in g ,  M ay  
2n d ,  1885. •

1. Coll to  o rd e r .
2. R e a d in g  of S e c re ta ry ' s  m in u te s .
3. S i l e n t  invocat ion .
4. R e a d i n g — “ E s o te r ic  B u d d h i s m . ' ’
5. E le c t io n  of  Officers u n d e r  now Byo-laws. P r e s i d e n t ,  S t a n l e y

B. S e x t o n ;  V ic e - P re s id e n t ,  M a ry  I .  D y e  ; R e c o r d i n g  S e c r e t a r y ,  
Mrs. M, M. P h e l o n ;  C o r r e s p o n d in g  S e c r e t a r y ,  W .  P ( P h e lo n ,

M. D. ; T re a s u r e r ,  M rs .  A n n ie  OrdsVay ; M e m b e rs  of th e  C o u n c i l ,  
M rs .  M. M. P h e lo n ,  a n d  M rs .  M a n d  L .  B r a in a r d .  ; .

6 . R e a d in g  of  o r ig ina l  p a p e r  by MrS. M. M. f k e l o n ,  e n t i t l e d ,  
“  H i n t s  to  S t u d e n t s  of O c c u l t i s m .”  "

O B I T U A R Y .

W o  r e g r e t  to  h a v e  to  r e c o rd  t h e  d e a t h  of  t h e  V i c e - P r e s i d e n t  
of t h e  T in n e v e l ly  T .  S., M, R. R y .  G  R a m a s w o m y  P il la i  A verga l ,  
D i s t r i c t  M uns i ff ,  T in n e v e l ly ,  which o c c u r r e d  on th e  1 2 th  J u l y  
las t .  .. .

T H E  T H E O S O P H I S T .

I n  r e s p o n s e  to  a  v e ry  g e n e r a l  e x p re ss io n  of  op in io n  on t h e  
p a r t  of t h e  s u b s c r ib e r s  as  to  th e  in c o n v e n ie n c e  of t h e  p r e s e n t  
fo rm  of t h i s  m a g a z in e ,  it. h a s  been  d e t e r m in e d ,  to  a d o p t  th e  
o c tav o  size fo r  V o l .  V I I ,  w h ic h  wilt c o m m e n c e  w i th  t h e  O c to b e r  
n u m b e r .  A s  t h i s  c h a n g e  will a d d  m a te r ia l ly  to  th e  co s t  oE 
p ro d u c t io n ,  i t  is e a r n e s t l y  h o p e d  t h a t  every  r e a d e r  will  endea^ 
v o u r  to. p r o c u re  a t  lea s t  on e  m o re  s u b s c r ib e r  to  c o m p e n s a to  fo r  
t h e  a d d i t io n a l  o u t la y .  T h e  tn agnz ina  will  n o t  o n ly  c o n ta in  a  
l a r g e r  a m o u n t  of  m a t t e r  i n  a  m o re  6o n v e n ie n t  fo rm , b u t  i t s  
v a lue  will bo e n h a n c e d  by  sevora l  e n t i r e ly  new  f e a tu re s ,  a m o n g  
w h ich  will  be  a n  in t e n s e ly  i n t e r e s t i n g  h is to r ica l  N o v e l  by  an  
e m in e n t  H in d o o  F .  T. S.,  w h ich  will p r e s e n t  a  b r i l l i a n t  p i c tu r e  
of anc io n t  I n d i a n  m a n n e r s  a n d  c u s to m s ,  an d  a ls o  exp la in  t h e i r  
occu l t  r a t io n a le .  T h e  n e w  v o lu m e  will c o n ta in  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  o n  
eso te r ic  s u b j e c t s  f rom th e  pen  of  M r .  T .  S u b b a  R ow , B. A., B. L , 
&c., a n d  a lso  a n  e l a b o r a t e  C a te c h i s m  of H i n d u i s m ,  g i v i n g  h  
c lear  a c c o u n t  of i t s  m a in  t e n e t s ,  a n d  f re e in g  t h e m  f ro m  th e  
con fus ion  c r e a te d  b y  e x o te r i c  i n t e r p re t a t i o n s .  I t  will  t h u s  be 
see” t ' m t  t h e  h ig h  C h a r a c t e r  an d  r e p u ta t i o n  of  t h e  m a g a z in e  
will uij w e l l  su s t a in e d  i n  t h e  f o r th c o m in g  V o lu m e .

„  N E W  B O O K S .  '

’l t io  M a n a g e r  of t h e  T h e o s o p h i s t  w ishes  tQ d r a w  p a r t i c u l a r  
a t t e n t io n  to  t h e  u n d e r m e n t i o n e d  new  b o o k s  A d v er t i sed  ou th e  
c o v e r :—

T h e  P u r p o s e  o f  T h e o s o p h y ,  b y  M rs .  A. P. S i n n e t t .  T h is  b o o k  
su p p l ie s  t h e  lo n g  fe l t  w a n t  of au  in t ro d u c to r y  m a n u a l  to  t h i s  
v a s t  su b je c t ,  a n d  is j u s t  t h e  t h i n g  for  T h e o s o p h is t s  to  p u t  iu tp ,  
th e  h a n d s  of e n q u i r i n g  f r i e n d s .  .

M a g ic ;  o r  P r a c t i c a l  I n s t r u c t i o n s  f o r  S t u d e n t s  o f  O c c u l t i s m .  
A  d e ta i led  r ev iew  of t h i s  i m p o r t a n t  w o rk  will bo f o u n d  in  th e  
Theosophist. I t  is su f f ic ien t  h e r e  to  say  t h a t  i t  is n o t  a m ore  
r e p r i n t  of th e  p a p e r s  p u b l i s h e d  iu t h a t  M a g a z in e ,  b u t  has  b e e n  
ca re fu l ly  r ev ised  a n d  c o n ta in s  m u c h  new  m a t t e r ,  Jfc is a  m o s t  
s u g g e s t iv e  book, a u d  s h o u ld  bo in  t h e  h a n d s  of e v e ry  one  who iB 
t r y in g  to  follow t h e  u p w a r d  P a th .

P e a r l s  o f  T r u t h ,  by  t h e  C o u n te s s  W a c h tm e i s t e r .  T h is  l i t t lo  
a l leg o ry  is a n  a t t e m p t  by  an  e a r n e s t  m e m b e r  of th e  T h eo so p h ica l  
Soc ie ty  to  se t  f o r th  th o  t r a n s c e n d e n t  g lo ry  of  E s o te r ic  W isd o m .

T h e  S e c r e t  o f  D e a th ,  b y  E d w i n  A rn o ld .  A ri6w v o lu m e  of 
pcoms by th e  t a l e n t e d  a u t h o r  of The L igh t o f  A sia , w h o s e  n a m e  
n e e d s  no i n t ro d u c t io n  to  lovers  of h igh -c la ss  f in g l i s h  poe try -

S w e d e n b o r g ’s H e a v e n  a iu l  H e l l .  A n  o p p o r t u n i t y  is h e re b y  
g iven  to t h e  I n d i a n  p u b l ic  to  p u r c h a s e  a t  a  low r a te  t h e  m o s t  
i m p o r t a n t  w o rk  of t h i s  g r e a t  E u r o p e a n  myStic,  w i th  w hose  v iew s 
a n d  s y s te m  t h e y  c a u  t h u s  r e a d i ly  b ecom e a c q u a in te d .

A G r o u p  o f  H in d o o  S t o r i e s .  T h is  bo o k  c o n ta in s  a  good 
E n g l i s h  t r a n s l a t i o n  of  s p e c im e n s  f ro m  s u c h  w o l l -k n o w n  co l lec 
t io n s  a s  H i to p a d e s a ,  K a th a s a r i t s a g a r a ,  B a i t a l  P ach is i ,  P a u c h a  
T a n t r a ,  t h e  T h i r t y - tw o  S to r i e s  of t h e  S p e a k i n g  S ta tu e s ,  th e  
a d v e n tu r e s  of  t h e  T e n  PrinceB, of  t h e  tw o  K i n g s  V ic k r a m a d i ty a ,  
a n d  o th e r s .

B u l w e r  L y t t o n ’a N ovels .  I t  will bo  n o t iced  t h a t  c h e a p  e d i 
t ions  a f  Zanoni, A Strange Story, a n d  The Coming Race a r e  no w  
offered a t  a  p r ice  t h a t  b r i n g s  theBe w o n d er fu l  occu l t  s to r ies  w i th iu  
t h e  reach  of al l .  E v e ry  o n e  i n t e r e s t e d  in  t h e  w o r k in g s  of m a g ic  
o u g h t  to  r e a d  th e m .

H a n d b o o k  o f  F h y s io g n o m y ,  b y  R o sa  B a u g h a n .  T hose  who 
ha v a  r e a d  th i s  a u t h o r ’s m a n u a l s  of P a l m i s t r y  a n d  C hirogQ om ancy  
will  n o t  n e e d  to  be  to ld  t h a t  t lie v e ry  i n t e r e s t i n g  s u b je c t  of  th is  
new  book  is t r e a t e d  in  a n  efficient a n d  p ra c t ic a l  m a n n e r .

R a t i o n a l  C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  hy  H u g h  J u n o r  B rowne. T h is  t i t le  
ex p la in s  i tself ,  a n d  th e  book  will  well r e p a y  p e ru s a l .

T h e  P h i l o s o p h y  o f  Mali,  by  P e t e r  D a v id so n ,  F .  T. S- T h i s  
l i t t le  book, to q u o t e  f ro m  i ts  t i t le -p a g e ,  t r e a t s  of “ T h e  t r u e  o r ig in  
of all  d iseases ,  w i th  t h e  c e r t a in  m e a n s  <>f t h e i r  p r e v e n t i o n  and 
c u r e ;  t h e  n a t u r e  of d r u g s  a n d  th e i r  baneful  in f lu e n c e ;  p lau tS  and  
herbs ,  w i th  som e of t h e i r  m y s t i c a l  p r o p e r t i e s ” &c. .

L i g h t  o n  t h e  P a t h .  T h e  T a m il  ed i t io n  of  t h i s  w o n d er fu l  
l i t t le  book  is n o w  ready-  .

T h e  B e g i n n i n g s  o f  T h in g s ,  b y  P ro f e s s o r  T yn d a l l -  A new 
c o n s ig n m e n t  of th e s e  l e c tu r e s  h a s  j u s t  b e e u  rece ived  f rom 
A m erica ,  o n d  a  l im i te d  n u m b e r  aro  ilow on  sa le ,  '


