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, F A C T S  A N D  I D S  A T I  ON S . .

’ I ’M  b f  public Atiff&d^cin. rp n k  tow & d ^sybftiy
phenomena End is becoming in E urope stronger everyJ 
fea r. ’ 12v$tt Germati science and philosophy a re  begfin-. 
n ing1 t o 4 feel in te rested : Professor Virchoff of Berlin— 
once the siietaiest opponent of th e  claims of mediumship' 
and th e  personal enemy of Dr. Slade, is said to have fallen 
a victim to  evidence, and is p rep arin g  to investigate 1 

psychic m anifestations w ith scales and  crucible. On, 
the o ther hand th e  Well ktfown philosopher, E. V on Barfc- 
mann has ju s t  published d new ; work, called “  D e r 1 

Spiritism xil*
The w riter of these, lines is not yet acquain ted  w ith , 

the views held on spiritualism  proper th a t d is t in - , 
guished disciple of Scioppenhauer ; out th^ probability  , 
tHat he a ttribu tes rnpstof its phenom ena to " illu s io n ,”

?reat. Tha evening takes its character* 
r« ' ’* " ............................ . ^  * ' *A *

.Qf,.feha h idden  life . w ith in  ,usr  wkufh,,waaia^\ e iperieapa  
bu t o&mofc explain, &ve fh fin aan y n ie r«  oofcackrfble ihfcn 
t^ ^ J t ty s te r io O s  /mkiral infinendefe. dohatfentljr e je rc ise d  
pith** for a ttrac tio n  o r rep ab io n , hy bn* hum an btyng> 

M o tb ar ? Intto&ioupilesfc*** in  Hi* m ortitafportaab 
lif&Jiow stkrtlaig»4dtairrefcifiiiblfiifi th e ir  pow er! ’* 

A n d  if a a  *bfologi*t © rp h y sio lo g is t 6 an  a* jo t  expl^o t 
U9, in  Jteoordancewifeh th e  vm A h s  o l i m  science, w hy 

i t  ig^afc.wfl^prophesfs J d o f t e o ^ n d io  tru ly  onrselvea 
“  tbe  fcpproachiof frien d  o r  enemt* jra t-beforeriither h av a  
E9*Uy a p p e a r e d o r .  an o th e r d a ily  and  qnvte a  -com
mon occurrence even am ong the  m ost vaeepfcical-^why

—a t a 
•/person

and. loflUtha th a t, he£oiuesperie»C 8  ns w ith
^ ^ Iig le ia d i ift rek tifito1»  thoir Qfaatactars/’

b o o te e  ^ontoiic&lV  a Q fltr ta g e lf  andaborapUy 
firat in tro d n ^ io n , t l ^ t  i m f i l ^  s e c r i ^  to te  ih i^ i

pauses ct£ w d i  ifitKpwart anadtal 
W03$riaip6d b y m ir  iA tt t^ fa jy

If the 
Are left

^ ___ ________ _________ ____ how shall
they account for tfie following facts^: that <a*e notf beiqg  
eonuttejited’iqfem innH/feta.'^St. Petdrabvrg and Warsaw

>.

by 
cfreas- 

alid au

poor k ^ m s tr ts s  Jiving a t  S t  Petetsbtirg; had , 
>vemnceA inA 'haW  ' Wdrk, becotne a clevier1 rfr(

yery
generally frprn t h e ‘$ay, th a t h^s pppeded  i t ; ‘b,enciE).‘tW I 
“  Philospplw of unconscious, s tou ld  find itse lf re - ,A 
ie c te d  in /  Spiritism us.^ Phenom ena will upt be» 4 

denied, b u t the ir objective and  subjective, their physical
and m ental m anifestations will b y  grouped  tpg^tner, 
and crainmod, w ithin the  narrpw  boundaries,, o t ^hat^ 
philosophy of.negation th a t would sea iu ovir i ^ t i o ^ .o f ^  
m atter the mere illusions of our senses’ — iQ each aud  . 
ev^rjj case. , , { y
n H owever th is may bej we Would bring to the notice 
of those of our readers \Vho are in tefested  in the ques- * 
tion, several hew cases th a t have been ̂ m entioned' in 
European p ap ers; and which, having been thoroughly  ‘ 
investigated  and found as au thentic  as Undenietble, have 
greatly  'puzaled some1 learned m ateH alists, Who refuse t o t 
account for them .. . . 'j i
. I t  is diificnk to fiod, »  man or a  wwaan who haa lived . 

and died without) ever having sspeciawidd some, feeiiug i 
of presentiment, generated with, np. visible cpuae, :yefc; 
jjiistified rafter. days, weeks, or. perv-han«e , loog yeata .; 
T he:book;oiEuturity, which U smd to,ha,ve been w ise ly ; 
okmed to-every, mortal eye, opens, nevesrthelese, ilia, pa^ea ; 
to many, ainoog' the eons of earth ; to  so many, indeed, 
that au impartial observer may fipd it  .awkward aoW t o : 
rega^d sdch eases a« simple exceptions to the role- A a ; 
W Alkie CoUinsdQ ia8t]y. rej»»rka^-K among (he workings,

perse'
itoaic^. ‘Flnidifag7 heir only‘ baby tfoublesbnie 
impediment to Her ‘w ork ,' rttcd tillable to hire a  hnrstj 
t'O take care ot'thp little girl, she en tru ste i tbe child, for 
tf stndll remonejratiotij to a friend who lived in the coniitTy. 
Duritig the ei£bteeii niontbs of thfe dhild's stii^ in  the
frieaa's tjie poor iaothet vis?te<I her octsarfonally,
aud remainfea each tittle very well sati^fiwF. ■wifh' ib e  
care ''fae^tMtby1 Was1 tetfetviugi ’ Sbe had mefimwhile 
Worked- harder tban e W ,: atadTcfurifig1 t ta t  periti<J Wad 
sftccefeded in He  ̂ business so WelttJhat bh!e had  already

 ̂ ^  • j - -
.. . . . i i . . .

rj 4 w a
her eoqntifjr Kt^ip», wbfeh, ebe kad, dw i^ea'w w W

should find itse lf re- begdu to  bontem blkte th e  possib ility  o f 'ta k in g  b e t  chill 
J horde oboe more; 1,1  ‘ '• f * "• ' ' ' • 1 - J •( *

lA b q i^  Ibe.jBbd >«f: A^jril ia s t/a .fe w j rs afow .p ss .o fj 
be

l^$t.o s# , ^a,ahe,b«id.tt<>Wi th«  jtoeaw o f ^in4g.a> uuf^e,--v  
sk» :,-m »  ̂ vieited. by *.-wto ; aoqnM H tfuiw ^.. S M f j «  
hajiog; fc»adt ltoc ,6 ttte ,g u -l t »  w d  .h ? 4 lh y , sh# 
\^ae (sitiingjfvifehi her-.tivo .In ie tds a t  he* «fter|tfO(i. te^*t. 
U lti^ g , m er» ly  with, them  - abottt her in^oiticui o f .  
fetching the  child :bome. A lady bad  dropped iu,, a rich  • 
and well know n “ patroness”  w ith  an  order for a  
costum e to  be: m ^de w ithout delay . Theso are th e  
three w itnesses—th e  w ealthy aristocrat, aud the tw o 
poor seam stresses—twho, Jajter on, Touch for the' tru th  of" 
the strange occurrence th a t  took place in their presence. .
,- /£he,-nidth0 r  wia.at> th e  Window, Witk tb e  rieh  mJIterial 

b rough t by. th e  lady in  W r l r n d s ,  n s a s u r ie g  i t  a n d  
discussing w ith h e r custom er th e  mysterietf o f ite fafftua-. 
f9 ro»atioQ uAte-a b p r is g  M rtre, w heu thddoor-beU  w as 
syddea^y ru n g . M rs, Lrr-(tDe n»me o l th e  dreasHDi«ker> 
operted the  door aud  le t i a *  little  joM wom aa, m odestly  
dressed id  de^> m oum m gt an d  very delicate  iq  afipeAFr. 
ance. A ll those present were struck  w ith the liy id  p a j^ c  -  
of ̂ r i a c e  a a d  th e  g re a t sfWeetoeee o f her tone  *o d  a h « | /  
nosv  vi3Bw.aewscomw s a d  e*ideafcJj* .tady . .  u-._ - H



“  A re you Mrs. L — ?* shd asked, addressing  the 
dress-m aker, and upon receiv ing  an answ er in the  affir
mative,. added;— “  I  have b ro u g h t you some work. H ere 
is a  piece of fine w hite muslin— You will kindly prepare  
out of it a little  cap and  a long gown for a dead child, a 
baby two years old, one of my many grand-children .”  

“ Your order, of coarse, has to  be executed immedi
ately and I  have other work to do, th a t cannot be pu t 
aside"— rem arked the dress-m aker sym pathetically.

“ N ot a t  all” was the  quick answer. “ I  shall not need it  
u n til th is  day fo rtn ig h t, no t one hour earlier. M y little  
g ir l  has been taken 'm  w ith  measles to-day, atad w%U not
d ie  before th a t tim e**’— ............... .....

M rs. L —  oould no t help smiling in  answer to  th e  
ra th e r am used looks of her rich custom er and  W  
own female friends, a t such a  careful preparation in  
anticipation of a  posSxileluture event. B ut she said no th 
in g  an d  u n d erto o k to p rep are  th e  order for th e  day mimed.

T # o  days laiber she received a  le tte r  inform ing h e r 
th a t  h e r own child  had been ta k e n  ill w ith m eaelss, and  
on th e  very 4 iorniug of th e  v isit of th e  m ysterious old 
lady in black. TlLfe disease h ad  become serious and th e  
m other was summoned i n  all lasts*  T hirteen  dfcvs la ter 
the  child  died, j u r t  a  fo rtn ig h t a fter the order re tew ed id r  
th e  funeral clothes. B a t  th e  little  old woman never cam 6  

to  claim thbm  for her grand-child. A  n jon th  passed, 
and “ th e  little  oftp and  long gown” are th ere  still as a  
liv ing  rem em brance to  tiie  bereaved m other of her own 
loss and  sorrow.

This weird event rem inds one of th e  sto ry  to ld  of th e  
way in which M ozart’s  “  Requiem”  cam e into existence—  
rem arks th e  correspondent of 8 w f* t, a  Russian paper.

A nother p u ssling  fa c t which a ttrac ted  atten tion , 
ow ing  to  its  p rincipal hero having belonged to  the  
h ighest nobility, is  copied b y  a ll th e  principal papers o i 
Germany and  Russia.

A well known resident of W arsaw , th e  rich Count O— of 
— ,finding himself in th e  first stage of consum ption, and  

w hen there was as ye t no im m ediate danger to  his life, 
called his friends and relatives in to  the  house of his 
paren ts  and declared to  them  th a t h e  was going  to  d ie 
on th e  following day a t  1 2  o’clock precisely, notw ith
stan d in g  th e  pro tests of those present. H e  coolly gave 
an  order for a  coffin to  be made and b ro u g h t in to  h is 
room on th a t same night. A fter th a t, be sen t for a  
p riest, and paid him  in  advance to? a  certain num ber 
of masses and  requiems > made his will, an d  ended by  
sending  p rin ted  le tte rs  of inv ita tion  to  his own funeral 
to  a  num ber of his friends and acquaintances. The 
b lack-bordered cards wer? addressed by himself, in h is 
own band-writing, and  appointed the  exact da te  and 
hour of th e  solemn ceremony for the  transfer of the  
body from the  house to  th e  c a th e d ra l; as also the  day 
of th e  bnrial. On th e  n ex t day, as foretold, he dressed 
himself in  a  black evening suit, white tie , and gloves 
which he  carefully bu ttoned , afte r which, placing himself 
in  th e  coffin a  few m inutes before the  d o c k  struck  
twelve, he la id  h im self out in prescribed form, and—  
expired a t  th a  appointed hour. The case appeared so 
s tran g e  to  th e  authorities, th a t an autopsy was o rd e re d : 
b u t no traces of poison or violent death  by o ther means 
w ere found.

W as th is prevision , or a  consequence of a  fixed id e a ; 
of an  im agination so strongly  overexcited, th a t death 
h ad  to  become subservient to  th e  though t ? W ho can 
say ?

The first symptom of approaching death—W akley tells 
us,— is, w ith some, th e  s tro n g  presentim ent th a t  th ey  
a re  about to  die.'*

Then, th e  author m entions CHanam, th e  m athem atician, 
who, while in  apparen t good health , rejected pupils, 
“  from th e  feeling th a t he was on the  eve of resting  
from  his labours.” H e expired  very soon after of an 
apopletie stroke.

tto te rt'W ro te  his “  Requiem ”  mentioned above under 
th e  firm belief th a t  th is  ckef-d'wuvre of his genius, was

w ritten for himself > th a t it would be heard for the  firs* 
time over his own remains. W hen death  was fast approach
ing he called for the p a rtitu re  aud addressing those 
preseut, m usingly asked : “  Did I not tell you tru ly  th a t 
it was for myself th a t I  composed this death c h a n t !”  The 
order for the  la tte r was given to bim as is well known in 
a strange vision or dream , and W akley th inks th a t John  
H u n ter has solved the m ystery of such presentim ents in 
one sentence— “ if m ystery it can be called’* he adds 
sceptically. “  W e sometimes’’—saya the g rea t physiolo
g ist, “  feel, w ithin ourselves th a t we shall no t live j for 
th e  living powers become weak, and the  nerves com
m unicate th e intellig ence to  th e  bram .”

To th is W ^ le y  also adds th a t certain circum stances 
when health  is  failing, are  often accepted as omens. H e 
says, “ T he..order for the  R eq u iem w ith .M n ia rt, th e  
dream s w ith F letcher, tu rned  the  cu rren t of th e ir 
though ts to  tb e  g rave .” B ut ^forthwith th e  learned 
sceptic contradicts his own theory by n a rra tin g  th e  case 
of W oisev, rem inding  us somewhat of th e  ppe Ju s t 
m entioned th a t happened a t  W arsaw . T he probability  
of near dissolution, can certainly tu rn  “  th e  cu rren t of the 
though t” to  an intim ate assurance of d e a th ; when, how- 
ever, tha t assurance m akes us foresee and point out the  
exact hour, to  tb e  m inute, of our death , tb p re  m usit** 
som ething besides the  “  n a tu ra l cu rren t of tho u g h t,”  to  
help and guide our intuition so unerringly . Id  W akley’s 
own words, “ The case of W olsey was singu lar.”  T he 
m orning before he died he  askea Cavendish th e  hour, 
and was answered, “  P ast eight.”  “  E ig h t !”— said  W ol
sey— “ th a t cannot b e ;—eight of the  clock, nayA nay, 
i t  cannot b e  e igh t of the clock, for by e ig h t ot the  clock 
shall you lose your m a s te r / ' * T he day he m iscalculated, 
th e  hour came true. On th e  following m orning, as th e  
clock struck eight, his troubled sp irit passed from life.”

W hile rejecting  the  theory of Cavendish tlia t W olsey 
h ad  received a revelation , Wakley suspects “  from th e  
way in which the fac t had taken  possession of his m ind— 
th a t he (W olsey) relied on astrological prediction, which 
had the credit of a  revelation in his own esteem .”

A strology, notw ithstanding  th e  scorn of th e  n ine
teen th  century , is no t always a  vain pretence. A stro 
nomy and astrology are tw in-sisters, th a t  were equal
ly respected and  studied in an tiqu ity . I t  is  b u t yester
day th a t the dogm atic arrogance of W estern  astrono- 
mers reduced the  elder sister to the position of th e  
Cinderella in th e  household of Science: m odern astro
nomy profits by  the works of ancient astrology and kicks 
i t  out of sight. “  The contemplation of celestial th in g s 
will make man both  speak and  th in k  more sublimely and  
magnificently when he descends to  hum an affairs” —  
says Cicero. T he W est will ye t re tu rn  to astrology an d  
thus vindicate the in tu ition  of the  E ast, where i t  has been 
always cultivated.

“  The body being only the  covering of tb e  soul, a t its 
dissolution, we shall discover all the  secrets of nature  and 
darkness shall be dispelled.”  Such is the “ ideation”  of 
the sage Seneca.

M an is composed of two bodies, th e  in tern a l and  th e  
ex tern a l; the  inner one being moreover, double, i .  e., hav
ing, in its turn^ a semi-physical outer shell which serves 
as the  astra l being only during  the  life-tim e of m a n ; while 
th e  la tte r  is still in seem ing health , the  dissolution of th e  
form er, or ra th er of its  outer shell, may have already 
begun. F o r during  its  captivity  in th e  liv ing  body 
th e  “  double*'— or th a t covering of the  astra l form th a t 
alone survives—is too closely bound by  its  jailor (man), 
too much encum bered w ith the physical particles derived 
from  the prison of fiesh w ithin which it  is confined, not 
to  imperiously require, before th e  astra l form proper is 
set entirely free, to  be throw n off from the  la tte r. T hus, 
th is  prelim inary process of purification may be ju stly  
called “  the  dissolution of the inner m an,”  and  it begins 
much earlier than  the agony or even the  final disease of 
the physical man. L et us adm it so much and  then ask  : 
why should we require, in  such a  case, iu  order to  account



for the  insigh t some persons have of th e  hour of th e ir  
death ,— 1<* explain the  phenomenon by “  revelation”  from  
w ithou t, supernaturalism , or the  still more unsatisfactory 
hypothesis of a  purely physiological character as given 
by H u n te r an d  W ak ley , an d  th a t  explain to  us m oreover 
no th ing  a t  a il?  D uring  an d  After the  dissolution of th e  
u deiible,j;* ( h i  darkness of o a r  hum an ignorance 
beg inbing  to  b e  dispelled, there Are m any th in g s we can  
see. A m ong these, thfogis h idden in fu tu rity , th e  
n earest events o f  which, overshadow ing th e  purified 
“ soul/* have bfecbme to  her as the  present. T he ^ fo r 
m er-se lf  ̂  is m aking  room for th e  actual-se lf, th e  la tte r  
to  b e  transform ed in  its  tu rn , a fte r th e  final dissolution 
of bo th  the  “  double0  an d  the physical body ii*to th a

E tern a l E go .”  T h u s . th e  “ atiuq&rself”  m ay pass its  
know ledge to  th e  physical b ra in  of m a n ; an d  thus also 
we may see a n d  h ea t th a  precise  hour -of onr d ea th  
s trik in g  on the  clock of etern ity . I t  is m ade visible to  
us th rough  th e  decaying  n a tu re  of our dy ing  “  double” , 
th e  la tte r  surviving us d u rin g  a  very sh o rt period, if 
a t  a l l , t  aj*d th rough  th e  newly acquired  powers of th e  
purified “ soul”  (the h igher tetractis or qua te rnary ) as 
y e t in i ts  in teg ra l whole, an d  which, is a lready  possess- 
in g  itself of those faculties th a t  a re  in  store for i t ,  on 
a  h igher plane. T hrough our soul,”  i t  is then  th a t  
we #ee, clearer au d  still clearer, a s  we approach th e  
end  ; an d  i t  is th rough  th e  th robs of dissolution tb a t  
horizons of vaster, profounder know ledge are  d raw n on, 
b u rs tin g  upon; ofer m ental vision, and  becom ing w ith 
every hour p ta in e r to  our inner eye. O therw ise, how 
account for those b rig h t flashes b f  m em ory, fo r th e  
prophetic in sigh t th a t  comes as often to  th e  enfeebled 
grand-sire, as to  tb e  youth  who is passing a w a y f  
T he nearer some approach dea th , the  b rig h te r  becomes 
th e ir  lo n g lo s t  m em ory and  the  more correct th e  p re 
visions. The unfoldm ent of th e  inner faculties increases 
as life-blood becomes m ore s tagnan t.

T ruly is life on earth  like  a  day passed ixi a  deep 
valley surrounded on a ll sides by h igh  m ountains an d  
w ith  a  cloudy, storm y sky above our heads. T he ta ll 
h ills  conceal from  us every horizon, and  the  d a rk  clouds 
h ide  the  sun. I t  is  only a t  th e  close e f th e  storm y day , 
th a t  th e  sun-sAiine, b reak in g  th rough  th e  clefts o f th e  
rocks affords us its  glorious Tight to  enable us to  ca tch  
occasional glim pses of th in g s around, beh ind  and  before 
us.

B ita .
(To be continued.)

K A R M A .
M b. S innett’s la te s t w ork, a  novel en titled  E arm a , 

is now before th e  public, and to  theosophists and  o thers 
engaged  in  the p u rsu it of occult science i t  has mani
fold a ttrac tions. I t  is no t my object now to  w rite  a  
review of th e  w ork in question, ou t m erely to  p lace 
before th e  readers of th is  journal a  few though ts 
suggested  to  m y m ind by  a  perusal of th is  novel, 
regard ing  th e  a ttitq d e  of m ind w hich is likely to  be 
induced by  exam ining tb e  operation o f th e  law s o f 
K arina as illu stra ted  by th e  in c iden ts there in  described. 
I t  may, no doubt, be very in te resting  to  study  in all its  
details th e  m anner in  which K arm a works ou t its

•  That such dissolution has to precede that of the physical body, 
ig proved to os by several things., One of these is the well ascertain
ed fact (to those, of coarse, who believe in such facts) that the 
astral doubles of living men—of sorcerers for instance—fear steeli and 
may be wounded by sword or fire; their wounds, moreover, reacting upon 
and leaving marks and scars upon the physioal shells—whereas the 
astral bodies of even the “ Elementary apparitions”—cannot be hurt.— 
E d

f  When the “ doable” of tiie living man has been disintegrated
before the death of man, it is annihilated for ever. When, however, 
death comes suddenly, it may survive the hody that held it captive, 
but thea, the process of dissolution going on outside of the dead body, 
the “ sour* suffers, and in its impatience tries often to throw off the par
ticles that encumber its freedom and chain it to the earth upon the living 
—says the M. 8 . S. of the Copt Terentius. The cases of accidental death* 
and suicides are fairly described in Mr. A. Pk Sinnett’s Fragments of 
Occult Truth by- a h*7 Chftla (Sea ThtotophUU) Suicides i m  tho 
worst*—Ed.

results. F o r constructing a  system  of ethics, o r p reach
in g  m orality  or elucidating  the  laws of hum an evolution, 
a  proper s tudy  of th is  subject is indispensably necessary. 
B u t i t  is h ighly  desirable th a t a  practical strident of 
occult science should n o t devote his attention  to  th e  
subject, on account of the  influence such study  is likely 
to exercise upon his m ind, un til he arrives a t a  stag e  
when he can look upon his own personality, and  th e  
long tra in  of p a s t personalities w ith which he was 
connected, w ith u tte r  indifference. T he good fortune of 
M r. M erland, and  the  unhappiness and  miisery of M r. 
A nnerly’s w orldly life, may, when viewed as th e  n a tu ra l 
resu lts of th e ir good an d  bad K arm a in  th e ir  form er 
Row an incarnations, teach  a  very im pressive m oral 
lesson and lead to  virtuous conduct. I f  a  happy w orldly 
life or a long, blissful s ta te  of Devachanic existence is 
th e  rew ard to  be gained, the  m otive to v irtuous action  
suggested  by such exam ples is  no doubt very appro
p ria te . B ut in  th is very  m otive th ere  lu rks a  serious 
danger to  one who desires ip  rise  above the  necessity  of 
a  reb irth , if he perm it^ it  to  have any  influence over h is 
m ind. H e  ough t no t even to  console him self w ith th e  
idea  th a t, as th e  pferiod of evolution has y e t to  
ru n  on for so m any m illions of years, and as na tu re  
allows so m any opportunities in  th is  w orld of causes 
fo r sp iritua l developm ent, he can afford to  w ait fo r 
some tim e m ore a n d - enjoy th e  good th in g s of th is  
world as the ju s t rew ard of good K arm a before he m akes 
a  serious a ttem p t to  spurn  all worldly happiness an d  
become as s te m  as a  stoic o ra u  E astern  ascetic. A  m an 
who th inks .in th is  m anner will be able to  perceive, if  
he  is tally less partia l to  h is  own weakness, th a t  all th is  
reasoning is m ere sophistry  to  conceal a  desire for 
worldly existence aud an  unw illingness to  te a r  him self 
from  its  pleasures > and  th a t th is  desire, if renew ed 
th rough  a  series of incarnatipns, becomes so s trong  as 
to  be  ab le  to  w ithstand  any  * effort th a t  he  m ay m ake 
h ereafter to  roo t i t  ou t effectually. H e  will fu rth e r see \ 
th a t a  happy w orldly life free from  all cares and anxieties, 
th o u g h  th e  rew ard  of good K arm a done in  p a s t life, is  
in its  tu rn  the  source of evil w hich will m ake its  
effects fe lt in  th e  n ex t incarnation .

I f  m isfortune is an  aid  to  v irtue , p rosperity  m ay be 
said  to  lead a  m an to  a  vicious course of life, or, a t  any  
ra te , a  life in  which h igher aspirations a re  driven out from  
th e  plane of his consciousness by th e  very feeling of 
happiness or enjoym ent w hich tak es  possession of h is  
m ind. I t  is no t a t  a ll unlikely, therefore, th a t  a  m an who 
cares fo r good K arm a as a  source of fu tu re  worldly 
happiness* will have prosperity  and  m isfortune by tu rn s  
in  m s series of incarnations. Consequently, while he is  
foiled in h is a ttem p t to  secure a  series o f incarnations all 
b r ig h t and  happy, un til he  chooses, a fte r  reaching th e  
lim it of satie ty , to  th in k  of g iv ing  up w orldly life a lto 
ge th e r, he is no b e tte r  th an  th e  m ajo rity  of his con
tem poraries in  his sp iritua l developm ent. I t  is fu rther a  
delusion to  suppose th a t  there  is a  lim it to  enjoym ent, 
and  th a t th e  desire will a fte r some tim e cease of itse lf. 
On th e  o ther hand , th is  g ian t weed of desire £row s 
stronger and  stronger and effectually prevents all sp iritua l 
grow th or developm ent. The d u ty  of every s tuden t of 
occult science m ust therefore  be to  roo t on t K arm a, and  
no t to  improve i t  o r reg u la te  i t  in  anv  m anner w hich h is 
inclinations m ay snggest. This resu lt is no t likely to  be  
achieved by  paying  any a tten tio n  to  th e  laws of K arm a, 
which m ay cause an  obstruction  to  th e  neophyte 's efforts 
by th e  very  hopes and desires which i t  evokes. I t  is  
sufficient fo r  him  to  know  th a t K arm a, when th e  resu lt of 
volition, stim ulated  b y  worldly motives ac tin g  on his 
em otional natu re , necessarily leads to  re -b irth , and th a t 
h is object m ust be to  render him self im pervious, as i t  were, 
to  its  effects. I t  m ay be said th a t to  destroy K arm a is a n  
im possibility. T his s ta tem ent is  no doubt truei bu t i t  
is no t im possible to  destroy a ltogether its  influence on 
th e  hum an benig. This can only be done in two ways, 
viz., first, by  go ing  th rough  th e  w ork w hich every 
hum an being is compelled t a  do bg. h is very su rro u n d -^
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ings, aa a  m atte r of s te m  du ty  w ith which, hia desires or 
affections have no th ing  to  do ; and, secondly, by  develop
ing an all-absorbing in terest in  his ocoult studies which 
will, in course of tim e, isolate him  f rojn hia environm ent 
and render him insensible to the effects of K arm a j even 
jo the la tte r  aim , any th ing  like  desire should no t be 
f lo w e d  to  recom m end a  particu lar course of action.

• W here then is th e  motive for decult study  ? one m ay be 
tem pted  to  ask . The reply is, there  o u g h t no t to  b e a n y  
m otive fo r it. A  lovo for i t  should  be made* to  sp ring  
up  like the  love of an  a r tis t for bis a rt. 'l id s  k in d  of 
glow ing affection for a  h igher spiritual life is  the  
firm est, basis on which a  neophyte cam tak e  np h is 
stand . A ny  o ther attitude* however d isguised, w ill 
b u t lead to  unsatisfactory  results.

In  confirmation of th e  rem arks herein m ade, I  appeal 
to  th e  B hagavat-g ita  and  th a t priceless little  ^o o k  lately 
published, entitled  L ig h t on th e  Phth,**

1; T he Solab S phinx.
' — ♦ ■

L IQ B T  O N  T R fi T A T S .
W ritten down by M. C., Fellow of the TheoaophioaJ 

Society, London, 18S5 ; and annotated by P. Sreeuevas Row* 
Fellow of the Theosophical Society, Madras, 1885.

(C ontinued fro m  page  288.J ‘
€

17. Seek out the w ay. ' *
18. Seek the w ag by re trea ting  w ith i%.
19. Seek the w ay b y  advancing boldly w ith o u t

By recalling to memory w hat hat been stated with 
reference to Rules 9 and 10—{whore the disciple .is requir
ed to desire that which is within himself and without him), 
it will be perceived tbat the final goal to be reached by th? 
disciple is ordy One. “  That which shines glorious above 
yonder heaVen, above this world, and above all others, large 
or small, is the same as lh a t which shines within mankhsd." 
(Chandagya-Upanishat JII* ~ X IV .~ 7 .)  B ut t fcought fce 
goal ia b n t one* the paths leading to it  ave more than One* 
Broadly speaking it  may bo said tha t the paths aratw n^-^ 
those lying within and w ithout ■ mankind , - ^ 1  o tte r  m d i  
being merely the branches of these two* T im  ip * # 11 exp lain  
ed, though symbolically, in, the Maitri-Upaniahat V ln-I. 
and other sacred works. The “ golden being, in  yonder son” 
and “  that whiqh lies in the lotus of the human heart," are 
not distinct. The lotus of the heart means nothing but 
Akasa (Ether) which pervades the universe, including of 
course human hearts. So that the Either, whether existing 
in the human heart or in the universe, may equally be caftea 
the lottis; eaeh h&fing its own system of petals, which sub-* 
stantially mean the different points of the compass, The 
O m  then ia tp be sought for by tw o  principal wayB,«~*byrei 
treating withU* and by advancing without. Ail your b nodes* 
in struggling against and giving ̂ up m ii, and ail yottr s*eoe#t 
in acquiring v irtu e  throughout ageq, will work far you, a 
beneficial effect, and form a nucleus .for gopd actions to.gather 
round in the fu tu re ; and this secret treasure will be preserv
ed for you by the soul within yon.\ I t  holds this treasure 
for you to reach i t ; and it is hither that you should seek: 
the way, as ordained in Rule 17. In  this way, this rule 
corresponds with Rule 1? of the second section of thW 
^Treatise, whioh- directs, the disciple to M inquire of the inmost, 
the one, of it* final secret, which it holds for you through the 
ages.” And when this mystery is learnt, tbedisciple’jr further 
progress becomes.exceedingly easy.; and he. may tbenbe avUa 
to seek the way by advancing without himself, to a tid y  the 
other laws, of being, of nature, &o<, as set forth in Rule 19,

How these ways are to be sought is fully explained ip 
Rule 20, which, for the sake of easy reference, X havq 
divided into clauses as follows —

20 (A ) .  Seek it,  n o t by any qne road. T* eftch 
tem peram ent there is  one road, which teem* the m ost 
desirable.

For, however the primary constituents of .the physical 
bodies and the nature of the individual souls are similar in 
many respeots, yet the result of good or bad Karm a accumu
lated for ages, works such great changes in the case o 
each individual, that no two persons agree in their moral o 
spiritual conditions in every respect, sq much so that fo

all practical purposes we may safely hold th  it.th e  nature of 
eabn. Is different, or raw er, has become different from 
that of every other. Consequently the path to be followed 
hy one can hardly suit the other. “  Even the wise man,*' 
says Sri Krishna, “ seeks for tb a t whioh is* homogeneous to 
hia own nature. A ll things act according tb their respective 
naturest” (Bhagavat-gita, 111^88 )♦ And then, recognising 
this aa au inevitable necessityf S r i Krishna proceeds to 
declare th a t eaoh should ohoose for himself a partitfuto 
path best suited to, his own peculiar condition, and the 
Pharm a (t. s., the method adopted for peaching the final 
goal),.thus chosen by each person,.though contrary to, is 
better than tha t of another, though ever so^ well followed. 
To die iu one’s own Dharma thus selected, is really effica
cious, while the adoption of tha t ^ h tc h  another has chosen 
Would lead to fearful consequences (Bhagavat-gita, H I—35). 
A nd 'it must be remembered tha t afthoUgh each individual 
has to select oue mad for himself, yet the means to  be 
adopted for traversing it are multifarious. S o  the Treatise 
sa y s :—

2 0  (£ ) . B u t ih& w a y  iff n o t 'fo u n d  by devotion alone; 
by reH gidm  contem plation atone, by arden t progress3 by 
eelf-satrificing tdbour, by stu diou s observation o f  life. 
None a h n e  oan take the d isc ip le  more i h m  one step  
onward#. A l l  steps are necessary to m ake u p  the la d d e r:-*

So the Mandalca Upanishat say*:— The soul cannot 
be obtained by a person without power (i.e ., the kind of' 
power already explained), nor bv indifference, nor by devo- 
ttoUynor by knowedge void of dotation j b«t if the wise 
striven w ith all these supports, fchenenters the  eon! the 
abode of. Brahma” ( I i l r r r l t—4)^ And; Manp, after
declaring , thal man should b« reaMy ta+ y p h a oit over 
all hja organs, add} that “  when* onef Qffgwt hy  th a t 
single, xa$ui» hi^ • Divine knowledge jppssft* away, as water 
flows awqy through one hole in a.leathery vessel” ( I I —99). 
When iW  united effort^ of the whole man ,ace thus, put for
ward in pttjrsuit ot the great ?nd tn view, tften everything 
Witt add  its quota and serve to' facilitate the ascent of the 
ladder‘in a ( very successful manner.

2 0  (£ ), 5f%e vi<fO$ o f  men become steps in  the ladder, 
one by one, as they are surm ounted . The virtites o f  m an  
qre steps irideed, necessary-^-not by, any means to be die- 
j^ensed w ith . ,
, So  doubt each a$fcof virtue hasifceown reward, and will 
lead us oswards on the gfcepeaf the ladde*; hut the step 
gained surmounting a  vice is much more firm than the 
Step gamed by the practice of any act of virtue. For a 
person, who goes on practising virtue in his own way,—with
out being familiar with any particular kind of vice,—is at 
any moment liable to be beguiled by the alluring temptations 
of such vice, and to be immersed headlong in it, so deep and 
fast that he would find it exceedingly difficult to extricate him
self from its trammels, if ever he t&inks of doing so a t a l l ;— 
bn£ the caRaiq different wi^i a person who baa- eaten enough 
of th© fruits of vice,.and, who, by pers^nalexperience, gra* 
dually comes to look upon its p l^sures aa illusive, transient, 
and mischievous; feels ashamed of his ever having iudulged 
lb them  ̂ and grows really penitent and sincerely vigilant 
in his resolution to avoid their repetition. Such a 
person is irteapable of retreating in to  ‘ sitorilar vice 
again ; he has* tortnotanfced ’ i t ; has thereby ‘gained a 

the laddferj* a» ^firkl aS i t  should %et JB ut herm i t  
should J^e partidolavly understood 'th a t i t  i r  not iiltended, 
xtwr is i t  in any iroy: desirable as apreofldeDfecondition,, that 
oue should have necessarily indulged in vice before he<t*n 
prepare himself to  secure a  fkm fqotipg pn tj&e* ladder. 
Happy are those whose life knows no vice, and whose mind 
is strong proof against all vicious temptations,—and sure 
enough their progress on tho spiritual ladder isa s  certaiu 
as i t  is :firm. B ot all are not similarly blesaecL M a n / io 
e r r ; and what is intended in the foregoing observations is 
to show that not only there is hope even for such erring 
people, but. that there is also a chance of their placing a 
more firm foot on the ladder than others, if they only mend 
their ways* with a stroug  resolution not to revert to their 
former vices for ever hereafter-

“ Although,” says Sri Krishna, “ thou a rt the greatest of 
all offenders, yet thou shalt be able to cross the gulf of sin, 
if thou availest thyself of the ba^rk of wisdom. As the 
natural fire, O Arjuna, reduceth the wood to asjies, so may 
the fire of wisdom reduo*, th a , whole Karova to ashes.'!

Digitized by v j i O O v I L



(Bhagavat-gita, V—36 and 87). Here AVjuna stiggerfts a 
doubt as to the fate.of those sinners who endeavou* to 
reform themselves, bat who are cu t off from this world 
before they cpn soooeed ia  working oat dio .effects of their 
evil Karma. “  Doth not the fool,’* he asks, “ >who is found 
not standing ia the path of Brahma, and who is thus as it 
were, falling between good and evil, like a broken cloud, 
come to nothing ?” (ib id , V II—38), B ut Sri Krishna 
assures him that, “ such a  one's destruction is foand neither 
here nor in the world above. No man who is doing good 
attains an evil condition.” (Ibid, V II—39).

Now, taking, together the case of people who are alwayfe 
pore, and of those who have been redeeming their parity  
by surmounting vices, the Text proceeds as follow*:—

20 (D ). Y et though they create a  f a i r  atmosphere 
and a h appy fu tu re , they are useless i f  they s ta n d  alone. 
The whole nature o f  m an m ust be used w isely by the one who 
desires to enter the w ay. Each m an is  to h im self absolutely 
the w ay, the tru th , an d  the life . B u t he is  only so when 
he grasps the whole in d iv id u a lity  f irm ly , an d  by the force 
o f h is awakened s p ir itu a l w ill  recognises th is  in d iv id u a lity  
as not h im se lf  bu t th a t thing which he has w ith  p a in  
created for h is own use ; and by m eans o f  which he p u r 
poses, as h is grow th slow ly developes h is in telligence , to  
reach to the life beyond in d iv id u a li ty .— W hen he knows 
th a t fo r  th is his wonderful complex separated  life exists , 
then, indeed , and th tn  on ly% he is  upon the w a y .

The disciple should enter the path, heart and sonl, and be 
Hhonld remember what Sri Krishna says:—“ Thou shoaldst 
strive to raise thyself, by thyself, as self is the friend, of self. 19 
(Bhagavat-gita, Y l— 4). He should by tbe awakened will, i.e., 
the sacred will springing ap  by means of a virtuous conduct, 
recognise the fact tha t his sense of individuality is not a por* 
tion of his aoul, but is one created by nnbeoomt&g conduct 
since ita combination with the body. The disciple should 
try to reach to the life beyond such individuality. W hat is 
meant by this, is explained in the following rule and 
remarks.

2 0  (E ) . Seek i t  by p lu nging  in to  the m ysterious and  
glorious depths o f  your own inm ost being. Seek i t  by testing  
a ll experience, by u tiliz in g  the senses, in  order to under- 
s ta n d  the growth an d meaning o f  in d iv id u a lity  and the 
beauty and obscurity o f  those other d iv in e  fra g m en ts , 
which are struggling side by side w ith  you and fo rm  the 
race to which you  belong.

The disciple should first understand what secret treasure 
is preserved for him in the inmost recesses of his h ea rt; and in 
doing so he should test all experiences by utilising the senses 
in a becoming manner. I t  is not meant that he should yield 
to the seductious of sense in order to know it. When he has 
chosen and entered the path, he cannot yield to these seduc
tions without shame. Yet, he can experience them without 
horro r: can weigh, observe, and test them* and wait with the 
patience of confidence for the hour when they shall affect him 
no longer. But at the same time be should remember what 
has been already observed, namely, that he should not con
demn tbe man that yields to such seductions—but on the 
contrary stretch ont his hund to him as a brother pilgrim. 
He should not for a momeut fancy himself a  thing apart from 
the mass. When lie has f Dund tbe beginning of the way, the 
star of his heart will show its light, and by tbat light he will 
perceive bow great is the darkness in whiph it barns ! Mind, 
heart, brain, and all are obscure and dark until the disciple 
wins the first great battle against his senses, and so 
forth. Bat let him not be appalled by that sight. He should 
keep his eyes fixed on th a t small light, and it will grow, 
much to his advantage. Even the darkness within him has 
its special advantage. I t  will help him to understand the 
helplessness of thoso who have seen no light, and whose 
souls are in profound gloom* Bearing this in mind, the 
disciple should not blame others,—should not shrink from 
them ; ba t try to lift a little of the heavy Karma of the 
world, apd give his aid to the few strong hands tha t hold 
back the powers of darkness from obtaining complete victory. 
By doing so the disciple enters into a partnership of joy, 
which brings indeed terrible toil and profound sadness, but 
also a great and ever-increasing delight.

H aving thus made sufficient researches within  him self; 
and by testing all experience by utilising his senses, the diaci* 
pie m ust proeeed a step farther, by advancing without.

r fiO (F ) . Seek i t  by the s tu d y  o f  ihe law s o f  being, 
the law s o f  nature, the law s o f  the su pern atu ra l.

W hile the disciple searches for and^ examines the treasure 
deposited within himself as a1x>ve indicated, he ought not to 
discard any thing that is outside. Immense sain is effected 
by a right contemplation of the displays which the visible 
works of the creation exhibit. “  Behold this, the vast cud 
extensive universe/' says the R ig  Veda, “ andhave  opnfi* 
dence in His prowess. (I.—IQ3—-5). “  The seven rivers 
display His g lory ; and heaven, earth and sky display H is 
manifested form, 0  Indra, the sun and moon perform their 
revolutions that we may see and have faith in what we gee.” 
(R ig Veda, I .— 10‘2—2 ). Even the scriptures ot those 
sectarians who hold up “ Revelation” as the sole refnge of 
mau, are full of sublime descriptions of the visible creation, and 
of interesting references to the various objects which adorn the 
scenery of nature. W ithout the cultivation of our reasoning 
powers, and an investigation of the law and economy of Nature, 
we can never hope to appreciate and understand the excel
lence of that which we are in  search of* The universe is 
the macrocosm (Bramh&nda), while an individual being is 
the microcosm (Pind&nda), one is allied to the other, and 
the study of one is essential for the righ t understanding of 
the  other. “ Yonder sun is the external soul and Prana is 
the in te rn a l; from one the other is  inferred,” says the  
Maitri Upanishat. (V I—I). Hence it  would be extremely 
prejudicial to the disciple’s interests, i l  he were to narrow 
his search to within the eircle of his own heart, and shut his 
eyes to all tha t lies beyond. Remember that “ Para-bramba 
is one whose centre is everywhere* and whose circumference 

.is nowhere.”
And what next.P
20. (G ). A n d seek i t  by m aking the profound obei

sance o f  the soul to the d im  s ta r  th a t burns w ith in . 
S te a d ily  as you watch an d  w orship , i ts  ligtyt w i l l  grow  
stronger. . Then you m ay know you  have fo u n d  the  
beginning o f  the w a y . A n d when you  have found the 
en d , i ts  ligh t w ill sudden ly become the infinite lig h t.

The disciple, after haviug made researches within and 
without, should ultimately tu rn  back to his internal spirit, 
for i t  is there th a t he is to behold tha t whieh he seeks to 
behold. " Lastly,” says the Chandagya Upanishat “ Ap 
proaching his own spirit, and calmly reflecting on his object, 
let him eulogize.” (I. I l l — 12). And the result is that 
“ having beheld the exquisite light in our own hearts, and 
beheld it also high above all darkness, we attain to that 
Lord of Lords aud the noblest of lights, the Divine Sun.” 
(Ibid, I I I . X V II.—7).

W hat a  disciple has to do after finding the beginning of 
the way, is thus declared in the following rule.

21 (A). Look f o r  the flow er, to bloom in  the silence 
th a t fo llow s the storm  : not t i l l  then .

The pause of the soul is the moment of w onder; and the 
next is the moment of satisfaction ; that is the silence.
• Now the disciple has found the w ay; bu t only its begin
ning. Tbe first shoot of the plant has appeared, but the 
flower of the plant is still in the bud. Wo can hardly 
expect it to put forth its blossoms, until it is free from the 
excitement of its struggle against the contending and 
obstructive elements. And so it is with individuals. Tho 
disciple caonot hope th a t tbe flower of wisdom will bloom 
until his struggle against the allurements of his sensual 
desiresand appetites has successfully terminated, and aperfee t 
silence has began to reign, as a  calm after the storm. This 
idea is beautifully illustrated in tbe Maitri Upanishat:— 
The “ syllable Om is sound; its end is silence, soundless, void of 
sorrow or fe a r ; full of joy and satisfaction ; firm, immovable, 
indestructible,” and so on (V I—22). The Chandagya Upa- 
nishat (Ch. I )  describes the syllable Om, as tbe quintes
sence of all essences, the noblest part of the Veda, the animat - 
ing principle of the body, the supreme and the most adorable ; 
the Para-brahm itself. I t  is ordained that this mysterious 
and sacred word should be adored, chanted, and chanted 
repeatedly. Broadly speaking, it is composed of threo letters 
A. U. M. B ut it has also what may be called a half-letter 
(Ardha-iti&tra), which consists of the silence (S&nta), which 
ensues after the word is uttered, and more especially after 
uninterrupted successive repetition of the word witli a per
fectly peaceful mind. This sacred word removes every .taint 
of sensual desires and apatotitea, and lauds the disciple in a 
p e r f e c t  blissful silence. This ia the sort of silence which the



< K f l$ t£ te e b o ttk i<  « i f c r ix i ; a f t d  tU u M S  -tfce  s i f e a e e  m  w h i c h ;  t h o  
f l o w e r  b l e e s o m s  « a  thjB  t # x t  s a y s .  ,

I t  i s  n o t  h o w e v e r  m e a n t  t h a t  t h e  s e e d  t h r o w n  d o e s  
n o t  g e r m i n a t e  a t  a l l  i n  t h e  m e a n t i m e .  T h e  t e x t  a s s u r e s  
n s  t h a t , —

2 1  (B}. It shall grow; it will shoot up;  it will 
make bromches and leaier, and fdrm buds,wtiile the battle 

Bnt, wot till the whole personality of the mmn is 
dissolved and melted+~nob until it ie heid by th* divine 
fragment whiehhm created it, ns a wiere subject fbr grave 
experiment and experience,-*—not 'until the whole nature has 
yielded and become subject unto its higher self, can tJiQ 
bloom open. Then will come a, calm &ucK as comes in a 
tropical country after the heavy rain, when nature works, 
so swiftly that one may see her action. Such a calm will, 
now# to the harassed spirit

T h i s  p l a n t  w i l l  c e r t a i n l y  g r o w  d a r i n g  t h e  s t o r m  « n d |  
s t r u g g l e  ; b u t  i t  d o e s  n o rt a l w a y s  h a p p e n *  t h a t  i t  i t  i n  b lo s a o n v  
d u r i n g  s n o b  p e r i o d .  V e r y  o f t e n  w e  s e e  a  t r e e .  f l o u r i s h i n g  io *  
t h e  l u x u r i a n c e  o f  i t s  io l i a g e >  w i t h  w i d e s p r e a d  b r a n c h e s  am &  
a  h u g e  t r a n k ,  a n d  y e t  b e a r i n g  n e i t h e r  f l o w e r  n o r  f r a i f c  
o w i n g  t o  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  c e r t a i n  c o n d i t i o n s  e s s e n t i a l  t o  a  
c o m p l e t e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  a l l  t h e  i n h e r e n t  p r o p e r t i e s  o f  t l i e  
s e e d  t h r o w n  i n t o  t h e  s o i l .  S o  i t  i s  w i t h  m a n .  H e  m a y  f in d ' 
t h e  b e g i n n i n g  d f  i h e  r i g h t  p a t h  ; — m a y  e v e n  h a v e  a  c a p a c i t y  
f o r  a d w a d i n g  f u r t h e r ,  a n d  y e t*  i f  h e  d o e s  n o t  e a r n e s t l y  s t r i v e )  
i n  t h a t  d i r e c t i o n ,  h i s t f e t h e t  p r o g r e s s  i a  h o p e l e s s l y  r w U t d o d .  
A t * h i s « t a g 6 > w h e n  t h e  d i s c i p l e  h a s  r is fe n  i d  a  l e v e l  h ig h e r *  
t h a n  h i ?  n e i g h b o u r s /  i t  b e h o v e d  h i m t a >  p a t  f o r t h  h i s  a n s w e r s  
i n g  e n e r g i e s ,  a n d  w o r k  o u t  t h e  K a r m a  w i t h  a  c h & r f a l  m tn c k  
T h e n ,  s u r e  e n o u g h ,  a  c a l m  w i l l  c o m e  t o  h im *  i n  w h i e h  I h e  
b lo o m  w i l l  o p e n  i n  a l l  i t s  b e a u t y  a n d  f r a g r a n c e ,  a n d  w h e n ,  h e  
a t t a i n s  t h i s  s t a t e  o f  p e r f e c t  m e n t a l  c a l m ,  h e  i s  i n  a  p o s i t i o n  
t o  b e h o l d  i n  h i s  o w n  s o u l  t h e  o b j e c t  o f  h i s  re s e a rc h e s .* *  ( M a i t r ^  
U p a n i s h a t ,  l V — 3 4 ) .

W h a t  o c c u r s  n e x t ,  i s  t h u s  s t a t e d  i n  t h e  T e x t : —

2 1  ( 0 ) .  And in the deep silence* the mysterious event 
will otcur which will prove that the way has been found.' 
Call it by what name you will, it is a voice that speaks, 
where there is none to speak; it is a messenger 
that comes, a messenger without form or substance ; or it 
istheflvwr of the soul that has opened. It cannot be, 
desenbedby any metaphor. But it can be felt after, . 

looked for and<d*sired, ev*n amid the raging storm- .

T h i s  i s  a n  e v e n t  e x c e e d i n g l y  s a c r e d  a n d  m y s t e r i o n s ,  a n d  
b a f f l e s  a l l  a t t e m p t s  a t  d e s c r i p t i o n ,  “  T h e  h a p p i n e s s  w h ic h  
c o m e s  t o  t h e  m i n d  w h ic h  h a s  w a s te d  a w a y  i t s  d e f i l e m e n t  b y  
i n t e n s e  a b s t r a c t i o n ,  a n d  w h i c h  h a s  m e r g e d  i t s e l f  i n  t h e  s o n l ,  
c a n n o t  b e  u t t e r e d  b y  t h e  v o i c e ; a u d  c a n  o n l y  b e  a p p r e h e n d e d  
b y  i t s  o w n  p e r c e p t i o n . ”  ( M a i t r i  U p a n i s h a t ,  V I — 3 4 ) .  T h i s  
o p e n i n g  o f  t h e  b lo o m  i s  t h e  g l o r i o u s  m o m e n t ,  w h e n  p e r c e p t i o n  
a w a k e s ;  w i t h  i t  Comes co n fid en ce , k n o w fe d g e , a n d  c e r ta in ty .

2 1  (D). The silence may last for a moment of time„ 
or it may last a thousand years.  But it will end.  
Yet you will carry its strength with you. Again and 
again the battle must be fought and won* It is only for 
an interval that nature can be still.

N a t u r e  s t a n d s  s t i l l  b e t w e e n  m a n ’s  p h y s i c a l  d e a t h  a n d  r e b i r t h ;  
t h e  i i ^ t e r v a l  m a y  b e  s h o r t  o r  l o n g  a c c o r d i n g  t o  e a c h  i n d i v i 
d u a l ’s  m e r i t  a n d  o t h e r  c o n d i t i o n s .  B u t  h o w e v e r  t h i s  m a y  b e ,  
i t  i s  c e r t a i n  t h a t  w h a t  i s  g a i n e d  o n c e  i s  n e v e r  l o s t .  O n c e  
h a v i n g  p a s s e d  t h e  s t o r m  a n d  a t t a i n e d  p e a c e ,  i t  i s  t h e n  a l w a y s '  
p o s s i b l e  t o  l e a r n ,  e v e n  t h o u g h  t h e  d i s c i p l e  w a v e r ,  h e s i t a t e  a n d  
t u r n  a s i d e .  T h e  v o ic e  o f  s i l e n c e  r e m a i n s  w i t h i n  h i m ,  a n d  
t h o u g h  h e  l e a v e s  t h e  p a t h  u t t e r l y ,  y e t  o n e  d a y  i t  w i l l  r e s o u n d ,  
a n d  r e n d  h i m  a s u n d e r ,  a n d  s e p a r a t e  h i s  p a s s i o n s  f r o m  h i s  
d i v i n e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s .  T h e n  w i t h  p a i n  a n d  d e s p e r a t e  c r i e s  f r o m  
t h e  d e s e r t e d  l o w e r  s e l f ,  h e  w i l l  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  p u r e  p a t h .  “ N o  
m a n  t h a t  d o e s  g o o d  c a n  e v e r  a t t a i n  a n  e v i l  c o n d i t i o n ”  
s a y s  S r f  K r i s h n a  ( B h a g a v a t - g i t a ,  V I I — 3 9 ) .

. H e r e  w e  h a v e  a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  S e c t i o n  I ;  a n d  t h e 1 
T e x t  h a d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c o n c l u d i n g  r e m a r k s  :

These written above are the first of the Rules which are 
written on the walls of the Hall of Learning. Thoae 
that ask shall have• Those that desire to read shall read̂  
Those who desire to learn shall learn.

T h e  H a l l  eif L e a r n i n g  i s  w h a t  i s  d e s c r i b e d  a s  t h e  “  Sabha” 
o f  P r a g & p a t i  ( L o r d  o f  m e n )  i n  t h n  C h a n d a g y a  U p a n i s h a t ,  
( > V H I — 1 4 ) ;  a n d a e t b e i S d & i  o f  B r a h m a i n i h e  M a iU d  U p a n i - i

j s h a t ,  ( V l ^ f i S ) .  T h e  r u l e s  “  w r i t t e n  o n  t b e  w a f t s  o f  t h e  H a l l  
o f  L e a r n i n g ^ '  m e a n  t h e  r u l e s  c e a u e c t e d  w i t h  B r a h m a g y a n a —r  

{ ( D iv in e  w i s d o m ) .  T o  g o t o  t h e  B a l l  i s  t o  e n t e r  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  
i n  w h i c h  t h e  l e a r n i n g  o f  s u c h  r u l e s  b e c o m e s  p o s s ib le *

T h o s e  t h a t  a s k  s h a l l  h a v e  t h e s e  B u i e s .  B u t  w h e n  a n  
o r d i n a r y  m a n  ( i . e . ,  o n e  w h o  i s  n o t  a  d i s c i p l e  f n  t h e  s e a s e  i n  
w h i c h  t h a t  w o r d i 8 e x p l a i n e d a b o v e ) a s k s ,  b i s v o i c e ’ i s  n o t  h e a r d ,  
f o r  h e  a s k s  w i t h  h i s  m i n d  o n l y ,  a n d  t h e  v o i c e  o f  t h e  m i n d  i& 
o n l y  h e a r d  o n  t h a t  p l a n e  i n  w h i c h  t l i e  m i n d  a c t s .  T h e r e f o r e ,  
e x o e p t  m  t h e  c a s e  o f  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  m a s t e r e d  t h e  f o r e g o i n g  
t w e n t y - o n e  R u l e s ,  i t  c a n n o t  b e  s a i d  t h a t  t h o s e  t h a t  a s k  s h a u  
h a v e .  T b  a s k  i s  f a  f e e l  t h e  h a n g e r  w i t h i n — t h e  y e a r n i n g  o f  
e p M f e a l  a s p i r a t i o n s .  T o  b e  a b l e  t o  r e a d  m e a n s  h a v i n g  
o b t a i n e d  t h e  p o w e r , i n  a  s m a l l  d e g r e e ,  o f  g c a t i f y i n g t h a t  h u n g e r .

T o  r e a d  i s  t o  r e a d  w i t h  t h *  e y e s  <of s p i n t ^  a n d  n o t  t h e  
e y e s  o f  t h o  f l e s h  ( M o r e  o f  t h i s ,  h e r e a f t e r ) .

T h o s e  w h o  d e s i r e  t o  l e a r n  s h a l l  l e a r n .  I t  m u s t  b e  s o .  
W h e n  t h e  d i s c i p l e  i a  c a p a b l e  o f  e n t e r i n g  th e ,  h a l l  o f  l e a r n i n g ,  
h e  w i l l  a l w a y s  f in d  h i s  M a s t e r  t h e r e  ^ a n d  W h e n  t h e  d i s c i p l e  i s  
r e a d y  t o  l e a r n ,  h e  i s  a c c e p t e d ,  a c k n o w l e d g e d ,  a n d  r e c o g n i s e d .  
F o r  h e  h a s  l i t  t h e  l a m p ,  a n d  i t  c a n n o t  b e  h i d d e n .  ( S e e  
B h a g a v a t - g i t a ,  X V I I I — 7 0 ) .

S e c t i o n  I  i s  t h n s  b r o u g h t  t o  a  c l o s e  w i t h  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
b l e s s i n g  t o  t h e  d i s c i p l e .

Peace be with yon.

T h e  w o r d  “  p e a c e ” ’ c o r r e s p o n d s  w i t h  t h e  S a n s c r i t  w o r d  
S & n ti ,  o r  S w a s t i ,  w h i e h  i s  u s e d  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  a  p a r t  o r  w h o le  
o f  c e r t a n  A r y a n  s a c r e d  w o r k s ,  e . g. T & i t e r e y a  U p a n i s h a t ,  I I — •
1 . ;  k s  o b j e c t  b e i n g  t o  b l e s s  t b e  d i s c i p l e  w h o i a  s t r u g g l i n g  to  
j w m o v e a l i  o b s t a c l e s  t o  k n e w  l e d g e ; a n d  t h e r e b y  o b t a i n  p e a c e  
b f  m i n d i  T h i s  b l e s s i n g  o f  p e a c e  i s  g iv t in  b y  t h e  M a s t e r  t o  h i s  
b e l o v e d  d i s c i p l e s ,  w h o m  b e  c o n s i d e r s  a s  'h i m s e l f  > a n d  6 u n h  
d i s c i p l e s ,  b e  i t  r e m e n a  h e w e d ,  a r e  n o t  c o n f i n e d  t o  a n y  p a r t i 
c u l a r  l o c a l i t y .  T h e y  a r e  t o  b e  f o u n d  i n  t h e  E a s t  a s  w e l l  
i n  t h e  W e s t ,  a n d  e v e r y w h e r e * .

B y  O n e  S u p r e m e  t h i s  u n i v e r s e  i e  p e r v a d e d ; e v e n  e v e r y  
w o r l d  i n  t b e  w h o l e  t t a l i m t t o d  c i r c l e  o f  n a t u r e .  M a n  ( w h e r 
e v e r  h e  m a y  b e ) ,  b y  a b a n d o n i n g  a l l  t l m t  w h i q h  a p p e r t a i n s  t o  
t h e  p e r i s h a b l e  w o r l d ,  e n j o y s  p u r e  ^ H a p p i n e s s  a n d  P e a c e .  
( I s a  U p a n i s h a t — I . ) A

(To be continued.)
■< > e — ■«'

HINTS TO STUDENTS OF OCCULTISM.

Written for the Theosophical Society, Chicago.
P e r h a p s  w e  c a n n o t  b e t t e r  o p e n  t h i s  s u b j e c t  t h a n  b y  a  

r e m a r k  o f  a n  e m i n e n t  s c i e n t i s t ,  “ T o  h i m  w h o  k n o w s  t h e  
E n g l i s h  a l p h a b e t ,  a l l  o t h e r  e a r t h l y  a c q u i r e m e n t s  a r e  
p o s s i b l e . ”  T h i s  c e r t a i n l y  i s  e n c o u r a g i n g  t o  u s ,  i n  t h a t  
w e  a l l  h o p e  w e  h a v e  a t  l e a s t  l e a r n e d  t h e  f i r s t  l e t t e r .  
T h i s  a s s u r a n c e  c o m e s  t o  u s  i n  t h e  e a r n e s t  d e s i r e  f o r  t r u t h  
a n d  l i g h t — a y e ,  i n  t h e  soul cry t h a t  w i l l  t a k e  n o  d e n i a l .

I t  i s  o f t e n  s u r p r i s i n g  t o  u s  t o  n o t e  h o w ^ - a f i a e r  t h i s  f i r s t  
a d v a n c e  i s  m a d e  a n d  t h e  d e s i r e  f u l l y  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  t h e r e  
c o m e s  t o n s ,  f r o m  v a r i e d  a n d  u n e x p e c t e d  s o u r c e s ,  g l i m p s e s  
o f  l i g h t  a n d  t r u t h .  I t  i s  a s  t h o u g h  o u r  m i n d s  w e r e  
d i r e c t e d — o u r  a t t e n t i o n  c a l l e d  t o  t h e s e  s c r a p s  o f  k n o w 
l e d g e ,  b y  s o m e  s u b t l e  f o r c e  o u t s i d e  o u r s e l v e s — a s  t h o u g h  
w e  w e r e  u n d e r  t h e  c a r e  o f  m a s t e r s  w h o  s u p p l i e d  u s  a s  
f a s t  a s  w e  w e r e  a b l e  t o  d i g e s t .  I n d e e d  w e  a r e  t o l d  b y  
o n e  w h o  s p e a k s ,  a s  h a v i n g  a u t h o r i t y — “  T h a t  n o n e  e v e r  
w e r e  o r  q o u l d  b e  i n t r o d u c e d  a m o n g  the “  B r o t h e r h o o d , ”  
w h o s e  n a m e ,  s t a n d i n g ,  c h a r a c t e r  a n d  s p i r i t u a l  p r o c l i v i t i e s  
w e r e  n o t*  k n o w n ,  a n d  w h o  w e r e  n o t  s e l e c t e d  f o r  t h e  
q u a l i t i e s  w h i c h  w e r e  i n  h a r m o n y  w i t h  t h e  o b j e c t s  o f  
t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n , 1’

Y o u  a s k  f o r  h i n t s  o r  s u g g e s t i o n s  a s  t o  w h a t  c o u r s e  t o  
p u r s u e  i o  t h i s  s e a r c h  f o r  t h e  h i d d e n  a n d  o c c u l t .  T h i s  
w e r e  a  q u e s t i o n  f o r  a  m a s t e r  t o  a n s w e r .  1  c a n  o n l y  
g i v e  r a m b l i n g  t h o u g h t s  a n d  o b s e r v a t i o n s .  F i r s t ,  t h e r e  
m u s t  b e  t h e  i n b o r n  l o v e  o f  t r u t h ,  f o r  t h e  t r u t h ' s  s a k e , —  
l o v e  o f  t h a t  w h i c h  a p p e a r s  hiddm> veiled— a n d  l o v e  o f  t h q  
w e i r d ,  s t r a n g e  lore o f  t h e  “ L i t t l e  F o l k ” — t h u s  e s t a b l i s h 
i n g  a  p o w e r  o f  a t t r a c t i o n  t h a t  w i l l  r e s u l t  in*  t h e  a g g r e 

g a t i o n  a n d  a s s i m i l a t i o n  t o  o u r s e l v e s  o f  t h e s e  g r a i n s  o f
t r u t h .  T U a  f s d u n i i a f t i o ^  i ?  a i d e d  b y  t h e d i a b i t  p i  x a t i r e -
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m e a t  o f  aakfs s e l f  i a f o i  t o a ’s  s e l f  o r  i n t r o v e r s i o n ,  s h o t 
t i n g  t h e  w o r i d  e a l a m d  o n r a e l v e i j  in- w i t h  t h e a p m f l ,  by> 
t h e  f i x i n g  t h e  m i n d  i n t e n t l y  u p o n  t h a t  t a  w h i c h  w o  
w o n l d  a t t a i n .

T h e  h a b i t o f  w i t h d r a w i n g  f r o m  c o m p a n i o n s h i p t o  s o m e  
r e t r e a t  w h e r e  q u i e t ,  b s n u o n y - a n d  T e s t  a w a i t  a s ,  a n d  

t h e r e  g i v i n g  o u r » e l v e &  n p  t o  l e a d i n g  a n d  m e d i t a t i o n  k  
a n  i m p o r t a n t  a d j u n c t .  T h i s  B h o n l d  b e  d o n e  a t  a  s t a t e d  
t i m e  e a c h  d a y  a s  f a r  a s  p o s s i b l e  i n  t h i s  w o r k - a - d a y  w o r l d  
o f  o u r s .

A d d e d  t o  t h i s ,  m e t h i n k s  t h e r e  s h o u l d  f o l l o w  a l o n g *  
s i d e  t h e ,  d e s i r e  t o  p r o n e  o u r s e l v e s  o f  e v e r y  w e a k n e s s  a n d  
e r r o r ,  n a t i i  t h e r e ,  s h o u l d  b e  n o  r o c * i  i n  o u r  m i n d s  f o r  

e n v y ,  b a t e ,  j e a l o u s y  o r  s e l f i s h n e s s  i n  a n y  f o r n h — a n d i n  
t h e i r  £ l a o e  a  l o v e  s a d  c h a r i t y  t h a t ;  s h o u l d  e x t e n d  t o  a l l  
h u m a n i t y .

T h e n ,  a b o v e  a l l ,  t h e f e  s h o u l d  b e  n o  feat. •
R e m e m b e r  t h a t  t h e  s o u l  t h a t  i s  w i t h o u t  f e a r  cannot 

b e  c o n q u e r e d .  T h e r e  s h o u l d  b e  n o  f r e t t i n g  o r  e h t v f i n g ,  
b e c a u s e  w e  c a n n o t  c a r r y  o u r  p o i n t s  o r  a c c o m p l i s h  a l l  w e  
h a v e  m a r k e d  o u t  f o r  o u r s e l v e s : a n d  a b o v e  a l l  w e  
s h o u l d  r e m e m b e r  t h a t  t h o u g h t s  a n d  w o r d s  h a v e  s o u l s ,  
a n d  w i l l  p e o p l e  dbt w o r l d  a n d  p u r s u e  u s  e v e n  o v e r  t h e
border-land.

N e x t  t o  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  i s  t l i e  n e c e s s i t y  f o r  p e r f e c t  
h a r m o n y  a m o n g o a r e e l v e e  a s  f e l t o w - s l r n d e n t s  a n d  s e e k e r g .  
- I f  w e  s t a n d  t o g e t h e r  i n  s p i r i t ,  l e t t i n g  n o  t h o u g h t ,  o r  
h a r d n e s s  e n t e r  o u r  m i n d s  a g a i n s t  e a c h  o t h e r ,  n e v e r  
m i n d i n g  i f  s o m e t i m e s  i t  d o e s  s e e m  a s  t h o n g h  thi» m i g h t  
h a v e  b e e n  d o u e ’d i f f e r e n t l y ,  o r  that i s  n o t  t h e  b e e t  w a y  
t o  a c c o m p l i s h  o n r  e n d s — o r  t h a t  w e  d o  n o t  n e e d  t o - p l o d  o n  
a t  s n a i l ’e p a o e  t o w a r d s  t h e  l i g h t .  I f , .  I  s a y ,  t h i s  i s  o u t  
a t t i t u d e ,  w e  m a y  h o p e  f o r  f a r  g r e a t e r  r e s u l t s  a n d  t h e  
f a l f i l m e n t  o f  t h e  p r o m i s e s  h o l d  o u t  t o  a s .

W e  a r e  t o  r e m e m b e r  t h a t  t h e ’i n j t i n c t i o n  o f  t h e  M a s i te i*  
b i d e  t b e  strong t o  s u c c o u r  t h e  weak, t o  b e l p  t h o s e  w h o  
a r e  s t r a g g l i n g  n p  t o w a r d s  t h e  l i g h t ,  p a t i e n t l y  a n d  
k i n d l y — m o w i n g  f n l !  w e l l — t h a t  t h o s e  w h o  s t r i d e  o n  
t o w a r d s  t h e  h e i g h t s  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  t h e i r  c o m p a n i o n s  b y  
t h e  w a y ,  w i l l  r e a c h  a  p o i n t  w h e r e  l o n e l i n e s s  a n d  d e s o l a 
t i o n  w i l l  c r o w n  t h e i r  e f f o r t s .

T r u e ,  t h e y  m a y  s t a n d  f a r  a b o v e ,  w h e r e  t h e  e y e  m a y  
r e s t  u p o n  g l i t t e r i n g  s c e n e s ,  t h e  e a r  b e  t u r n e d  t o w a r d  
l o f t y  t r u t h s ,  a n d  w h e r e  a  f e a s t  o f  g o o d  t h i n g s  m a y  b e  
s p r e a d  o u t  b e f o r e  t h e m  r  bufc> i f  t h e y  s t a n d  a l o n e ,  w i t h  n o  
s o u l  t o  e n j o y  w i t h  t h e m — n o  o n e  w i t h  w h o m  a n  e x c h a n g e  
o f  t h o u g h t  c a n  t a k e  p l a c e — o r  w h o  c a n  a t  a l l  u n d e r s t a n d ) 
t h e i r  r e w a r d  w i l l  b e  v e r y  l i k e  t h e  “  . A p p l e s  o f  S o d o m  
t h e y  m i g h t  b e t t e r  h a v e  g o n e  s l o w e r  a n d  h e l p e d  t h e i r  
c o m p a n i o n s  u p  t b e  s t e e p s ,  h o l d i n g  s w e e t  c o m m u n i o n  a s  
t h e y  c l i m b e d *  W e  a r e  t o l d  b y  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  t r a v e l l e d  
t h i s  r o a d  b e f o r e  u s  t b a t  p e r f e c t  h a r m o n y ,  i n t e n s e  c o n 
c e n t r a t i o n  o f  t h o u g h t  a n d  w i l l - p o w e r  o f  t h o s e  s e e k i n g ,  
i s  t h e  s u r e s t ,  a y e  t h e  o n l y ,  w a y  t o  d e m o n s t r a t i o n .

Y o u .  a s k  f o r  g u i d a n c e  i n  c h o i c e  o f  b o o k s  t r e a t i n g  n p o n  
t h e s e  s u b j e c t s .  I n d e e d  t h a t  w e r e  a  h a r d  q u e s t i o n  t o  
a n s w e r .  W e $ r e  s o  c o n s t i t u t e d  t h a t  o u r  m i n d s  r e q u i r e  
d i f f e r e n t  f o o d ,  a n d  t h a t  w h i c h  w o u l d  f u r n i s h  a  r i c h  r e p a s t  
t o  o q e ,  w o u l d  y i e l d  b u t  l i t t l e  n o u r i s h m e n t  t o  a n o t h e r .
1  c a n  o n l y  s p e a k  f o r  m y s e l f  a t  t h i s  p o i n t .  A  l o v e  f o r  
m y s t i c  l o r e  m a y  b e  s t i m u l a t e d  a n d  i n t e n s i f i e d  b y  r e a d i n g  
B u l w e r  L y t t o n ’s  “  S t r a n g e  S t o r y , ”  Z a n o n i ”  a n d  
“  C o m i n g  R a c e , ” — t h e n  b y  t a k i n g  S i n n e t t ’s  “  O c c n l t  
W o r l d , ’’ f i r s t ,  f o l l o w e d  b y  “  I s i s  U n v e i l e d , ”  a f t e r  w h i c h  
“ E s o t e r i c  B u d d h i s m ”  c a n  c o m e  i n  t o  g o o d  a d v a n t a g e .  
M u c h  c a n  b e  g l e a n e d  f r o m  “  R o s y  C r o s s ”  a n d  “  A r a b i a n  
N i g h t s , * ’ “  P e r f e c t  W a y ”  a n d  “  M r .  I s a a c s , ”  ̂ & c . ,  & c .  
B u t  t o  m e  t h e r e  s e e m s  'more t o  d e p e n d  n p o n  t b e  
i n w a r d  d e v e l o p m e n t  t o w a r d  t h e  o u t e r ,  t h a n  f r o m  t b e  
o u t e r ,  i n .  T h e n  l e t  u s  s e e k  t o  b e c o m e  i m b u e d  W i t h  t h e  

t h e  r e a l  o b j e c t  o f  t h i s  s t u d y ,  s p i r i t u a l  g r o w t h  a n d  
d e v e l o p m e n t * — a  r e a c h i n g i u p  a n d  o u t , ,  t o w a r d  t h e  l i g h t - * *  
r a t h e r  t h a n  b e c o m i n g  a b s o r b e d  i n .  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  o r  
e v e i i  t h e  p o w e r  o f  s i g h t  o r  h e a r i n g .

A s  w e  b e c o m e  a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  o n r .  s o u l s , ,  l e a r n  t o  

k o jp w  ( i n d  c t a 'f i a  . o t y e  b i r t h r i g h t  ;o £  d o m i n a t i o n ,  cnw

p h y s i c a l  c o n d i t i o n s ,  s t r i v i n g  a l w a y s  t o  d e s i r e  u n s e l f i s h l y  

t h o  g o o d  a n d  h a p p i n e s s  o f  o t h e r s ,  s o  s h a l l  w e  g r o w  i n ’ 
t h e  - d i r e c t i o n  w s  a r e  s e e k i n g .

M .  M .  P .

" E SO TM R IC  B U D D H IS M n  J N  G E R M A N Y .
I w  C o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  r a y  r e p l y  t o  E d w a r f  V o n  H a r t - 1 

t a a n n ’s  c r i t i c i s m s  o n  "  E s o t e r i c  B u d d h i s m / *  p u b l i s h e d  
i n  t h e  Theosophist f o r  M a y  l a s t ,  I  p r o p o s e  t o  d e a l  w i t h  

s o m e  o f  t h e  o b j e c t i o n s  w h i c h  h a v e  s i i i c e  b e e n  r a i s o f l .  
T h e  f i r s t  o b j e c t i o n  I  n o t i c e  s h a l l  b e  t h e  c o n t e n t i o n  t h a t  
t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  s t n d y ,  w h i c h  p r e c e d e s  p r a c t i c a l  r e s e a r c h  
i n  e s o t e r i c  p h y s i o s ,  w e i g h t s  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t o r  w i t h  s o  
m u c h  b i a s  a s  t o  r e n d e r  h i s  e x p e r i e n c e s  u n w o r t h y  o f  
e r e d i t .  T h i s  o b j e c t i o n  i s  b a s e d  u p o n  a  w a n t  o f  k n o w l e d g e  
o f  t h e  p r e l i m i n a r y  s t u d y  a n d  i t s  m e t h o d s .  I f  t h a t  
s t u d y  h a d  b e e n  b u t  t h e  a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  
f a c t s  n e t  y te t  e x p e r i e n c e d *  t h e  a t t a c k  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  
s t r o n g .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  i f  a  m a n  h e a r i n g  t h a t  t h e  s o u l  
w a s  a  b i n e  h o r s e  o f  t h e  s i n e  o f  o n e ’s  t h u m b ,  w o r k s  
h i m s e l f  i n t o  a n  a b n o r m a l  s t a t e  o f  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  i n  w h i c h  
s u c h  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  t h e  c a s e ,  h i s  t e s t i m o n y  s h o u l d  b e  s e t  
a s i d e  a s  a b s o l u t e l y  v a l u e l e s s .  B u t  t o  t a k e  a n o t h e r  
i l l u s t r a t i o n .  A n  a s t r o n o m e r  b y  m a t h e m a t i c a l  
o b t a i n s  d a t a  r e g a r d i n g  a n  u n k n o w n  p l a n e t ,  w h i c h  i s  
s u b s e q u e n t l y  s e e n  t h r o u g h  a  t e l e s c o p e .  I m a g i n e  t h e  

t e l e s c o p e  t o  b e  o f  s u c h  a n  e l a b o r a t e ;  c o n s t r u c t i o n  a s  t o  
d e m a n d  a  l i f e ’s  a p p l i c a t i o n  t o - a c q u i r e  s k i l l  h i  i tB  u s e  a n d  
t o  r e q o i r e  e a c h  o b s e r v e r  t o  e x e r c i s e  s k i l l  i r i  a d j u s t i n g  t h e  
i n s t r u m e n t  f o r  h i m s e l f .  W o n l d  i t  b e  j u s t i f i a b l e  t o  c a l l  
s u c h  s s i  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  p r e j u d i c e d  a n d -  u n t r u s t w o r t h y  I 
T h a t  t h e r e  a r e  o t h e r  a v e n u e s  o f  k n o w l e d g e  b e s i d e s  t h e  
f i v e  s e n s e s  i s  a d m i t t e d  b y  m o s t  f a i n - m i n d e d  p e o p l e ,  

i n c l u d i n g  Y o n  H a r t m a n n .  I s  i t  t r u e  t h a t  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  
k n o w l e d g e  t a n  b e  g a i n e d . o n l y  f r o m . p r o m p t i n g s  b y  
o t h e r s  ? O r ,  i n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  i s  i t  t i m e  t h a t  t h e  f u n c t i o n  
o f  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  i s  l i m i t e d  e n t i r e l y  t o  

o b j e c t i f y i n g  s u g g e s t i o n s  ? M a n y  e a s e s  a r e  k n o W n  i n  
w h i c h  c l a i r v o y a n t s ,  w i t h o u t  a n y  k n o w l e d g e  o f  

i n  t h e i r  n o r m a l  c o n d i t i o n ,  h a v e  b e e n  f o u n d  t o  p r e s c r i b e  
s u i t a b l e  r e m e d i e s  f o r  i l l n e s s . .  T h e s e  f a c t s  p r o v e  t b a t  i n  
t h e  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  c o n d i t i o n  t h e m  i s  a n  e x p a n s i o n  o f  t h e  
a r e a  o f  rmi k n o w l e d g e .  I f  t h i s  b e  c o n c e d e d ,  i t  i s  p l a i n  
t h a t  o u r  p r e l i m i n a r y  s t u d y  n o  m o r e  p r e j u d g e s  t h e  
s u b s e q u e n t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  t h a n  a  k n o w l e d g e  o f  m a t h e 
m a t i c s  h a m p e r s  p h y s i c a l  r e s e a r c h .

I t  w a s  m a i n t a i n e d  i n  m y  p r e v i o u s  o b s e r v a t i o n s  t h a t  a  
p u r e l y  m e t a p h y s i c a l  e x a m i n a t i o n  s h o w s  t h e  j u s t i c e  o f  t h e  
S a n k h y a n  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  u n i v e r s e  i n t o  t w e n t y - f i v e  

c a t e g o r i e s .  T h e r e  i s  n o  p r e j u d i c e  o r  i l l e g i t i m a t e  p r o c e s s  
i n v o l v e d  i n  t h i s .  I t  m a y  b e  h e r e  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  
d i v i s i o n  i n t o  s e v e n  a d o p t e d  i n  "  E s o t e r i c  B u d d h i s m , "  i s  
a l s o  s c i e n t i f i c .  T h e s e  d i v i s i o n s ,  i t  m u s t  b e  a l w a y s  b o r n e  
i n  m i n d ,  a r e  l o g i c a l  a n d -  n o t  i n  t i m e  a n d  s p a c e .  T h e i r  
d i r e c t  p e r c e p t i o n ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  m u s t  i n v o l v e  a  c h a n g e  i n  t h e  
s t a t e  o f  c o n s c i o u s n e s s .  V l j n a n a  B h i k s h u  i n s i s t s  u p o n  i t  
i n  t h e  s e c o n d  b o o k  o f  h i s  t r e a t i s e  o n  S a n k h y a  p h i l o s o 
p h y .  E v e n  e x p e r i m e n t s  w i t h  a n a e s t h e t i c s  s h o w  t h a t  
ideas b e c o m e ,  u n d e r  c e r t a i n  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  o b j e c t s  o f  
d i r e c t  p e r c e p t i o n .  N u m b e r l e s s  p h e n o m e n a  o f  t h o u g h t -  
t r a n s f e r e n c e ,  p s y c h o m e t r y  a n d  m e d i u m s h i p ,  r e c o r d e d  b y  
t r a i n e d  o b s e r v e r s  o f  s c i e n t i f i c  e m i n e n c e ,  b e a r  t e s t i m o n y  
t o  t h e  s a m e  e f f e c t .  T b e  a r g u m e n t  t h a t  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  
e x p e r i m e n t a l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  s i m i l a r i t y  o f  c o n d i t i o n s  

p r o d u c e *  s i m i l a r i t y  o f  h a l l u c i n a t i o n ,  w i l l ,  i f  d r i v e n  f a r  
e n o u g h ,  t a i n t  o u r  o r d i n a r y  e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  u n r e a l i t y .  

F o r  t b e  n o r m a l  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  i n  . d i f f e r e n t  i n d i v i d u a l s  h a s  
s i m i l a r  c o n d i t i o n s  i m p o s e d  u p o n  i t -  I  r e p e a t , ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  
t h a t  a n y  s t a n d a r d  o f  t r u t h  a n d  r e a l i t y  w h i c h  i s  

a p p l i c a b l e  t o  o r d i n a r y  e x p e r i e n c e  i s  g a j a a f i e d  b y  t h o  
t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  m y s t i c s .

W i t h  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  o b j e c t i o n  t h a t  a s  i n c o m p e t e n t  
t e a c h e r  m a y  b e  s e l e c t e d  b y  t h e  e s o t e r i c  s t u d e n t ,  i t  i s  t o  
b e  s t a t e d  t h a t  8 p o h  i n s t a n c e s ,  a r e  n e t  p a r t .  B n t  t h e  
p r i n c i p l e s . l a i d  d o w n .  .b y .  c o m p e t e n t  A u t h o r i t i e s ,  f o r  t h © g l <



g u i d a n c e  o f  a  s t u d e n t  a r e o a p a b J e  o f  g u a r d i n g  a g a i n s t  
e r r o r s ,  w h e n  p r o p e r l y  a p p l i e d .  T h e  r e q u i s i t e  q u a l i f i c a 
t i o n s  o f  a  s p i r i t u a l  t e a c h e r . a r e  e x h a q g t i v e l y  d e a l t  w i t h  
b y  M a n u ,  S a n k a r a  a n d  o t h e r  a u t h o r i t i e s .  B u t  I  s h a l l  
a g a i n  r e f e r  t o  t h e  a t h e i s t i c  S a n k h y a .  Q u o t i n g  t h e  
V e d a s ,  G a u d a p a d a  s a y s  i n  h i s  c o m m e n t a r i e s  :—" H e  
w h o  i n  h i s  a p p o i n t e d  o f f i c e  i s  f r e e  f r o m  p a r t i a l i t y  a n d  
e n m i t y ,  a i u l  i a  e v e r  r e s p e c t e d  b y  p e r s o n s  o f  t h e  s a m e  
c h a r a c t e r ,  i s  t o  b e  r e g a r d e d  a s  a p t  ( f i t  o r  w o r t h y , )  t o  
i n s t r u c t . ’* S a n k a r a  s a y s  t h a t  t h e  e s o t e r i c  s t u d e n t  n ^ u s t  
b e  c o m p e t e n t  t o  d i s c r i m i n a t e  b e t w e e n  c o r r e c t  a n d  
i n c o r r e c t  r e a s o n i n g  ( S $ e  h i s  Viveka Chvdamani) b e f o r e  
h e  e n t e r s  u p o u  h i s  w o r k .  I n  s h o r t ,  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  i s  
m a d e  u p o n  t h e  s a m e  p r i n c i p l e  a s  t h a t  o f  a n  e x p e r t  
w h o s e  t e s t i m o n y  i s  c i t e d  i n  a  m o d e r n  c o u r t  o f  j u s t i c e ; 
a n d  o c c a s i o n a l  f a i l u r e s  c e r t a i n l y  d o  n o t  v i t i a t e  t h e  
m e t h o d .  T h i s  p a r t  o f  t h e  s u b j e c t  m a y  b e  f i t l y  c o n c l u d e d  
w i t h  t h e  w i s e  s a y i n g  o f  t h e  b l e s s e d  G a u t a m a  B u d d h a  
“  D o  n o t  b e l i e v e  a  t h i n g  t o  b e  t r u e  b e c a u s e  I  B u d d h a  
s a y  s o ,  b u t  q u e s t i o n  y o u r  r e a s o n  a b o u t  i t / 1

T h e  n e x t  p o i n t  t o  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  r e l a t e s  t o  t h e  p r o b 
l e m  o f  u l t i m a t e  a n n i h i l a t i o n .  T h i s  q u e s t i o n  c a n  b e  
a n s w e r e d  o n l y  b y  a  c a r e f u l  e x a m i n a t i o n  o l  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  
t h e  e g o .*  T h e  e g o  h a s  t w o  a s p e c t s .  F i r s t ,  a s  t h e  
s u b j e c t i v i t y ,  t h e  “ I  a m  t h a t  I  a m / ' ,  o f  w h i c h  n o  
p r e d i c a t e  i s  p o s s i b l e ,  a n d  t h e  o t h e r ,  a s  i t s  o w n  o b j e c t  t b e  
o b j e c t i v i t y  i n d u c t i n g  e g o t i s m .  T h e  o b j e c t i v i t y  i s  t b e  
s y n t h e t i c  u n i t y  o f  a l l  t h e  a t t r i b u t e s  o f  t h e  s u b j e c t i v i t y ,  
w h i c h ,  p e r  se, i s  a n  a b s t r a c t i o n  c o n s i d e r e d  a p a r t  f r o m  a l l  
t h e s e  a t t r i b u t e s .  T i m e  a n d  s p a c e  b e i n g  n a a n i f e s t e d  
t h r o u g h  t h e  O b j e c t i v e  a r e  t h e m s e l v e s  o b j e c t i v e .  T h e  
s u b j e c t  i s  E t e r n i t y  a n d  G r e a t  V o i d .  T i m e  a n d  S p a .e e  a s  
d i s t i n g u i s h e d  f r o m /  E t e r n i t y  a n d  G r e a t  V o i d  a r e  o b j e c t s -  
T h e  g r e a t  e r r o r  o f  t h e  K a n t i a n  s y s t e m  l i e s  i n  c o n f o u n d 
i n g  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  e g o  o r  r a t h e r  e g o t i s m  w i t h  t h e  s u b j e c t i 
v i t y .  T h e  w o r l d  o f  o b j e c t s ,  o v e r  w h i c h  t h e  s u b j e c t i v i t y  
p r e s i d e s ,  i n c l u d e s  t h e  e g o t i s m  i t s e l f .  T h e r e f o r e . K a n t ' s  
c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  c e r t a i n  f a c t s  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  a s  o b j e c t i v e *  
a n d  o t h e r s  a s  s u b j e c t i v e  o p e r a t i o n s  o f  t h o u g h t ,  i s  e n t i r e l y  
e r r o n e o u s .  I f  t h e  s u b j e c t i v e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h o u g h t  b e  
s u p p r e s s e d ,  m a t e r i a l  o b j e c t s  w o u l d  a t  o n c e  b e c o m e  
i m p e r c e p t i b l e  m e t a p h y s i c a l  a b s t r a c t i o n s .  B e a r i n g  i n  
m i n d  t b e  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  t h e  e g o  a n d  e g o t i s m ,  w e  
s h a l l  n o t  b e  h o p e l e s s  o f  s o l v i n g  t h e  p r o b l e m  o f  
i m m o r t a l i t y .  T b e  t r u e  e g o ,  t h e  h i g h e s t  s u b j e c t i v i t y ,  i s  
m a n i f e s t l y  n o t  a n  o b j e c t ,  a n d  m u s t  t h e r e f o r e  b e  i n d e p e n 
d e n t  o f  t i m e  a n d  s p a c e *  w h i c h  e x i s t  o n l y  i n  t b e  c a t e g o r y  
o f  o b j e c t s .  C o n s e q u e n t l y  t h e  t r u e  e g o  [ P u r u s h a ]  i s  
i m m o r t a l .  T h e  e s s e n t i a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  t h e  t r u e  e g o  
i 3 t o  k n o w )  a n d  k n o w i n g  r e q u i r e s  t b e  o b j e c t i v e .  B u t  i t  
s i  a  m a t t e r  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  t b a t  i n d i v i d u a l  o b j e c t s  u n d e r g o  
p e r p e t u a l  c h a n g e .  T h e y  d i s a p p e a r  a s  c a u s e s  a u d  e x i s t  o n l y  
a s  e f f e c t s .  T h e r e f o r e  t h e  e t e r n a l  c o n s o r t  o f  P u r u s h a  i s  
n o t  a n y  i n d i v i d u a l  o b j e c t  b u t  t h e  g r e a t  O b j e c t i v e ,  t b e  
m o t h e r  o f  a l l  o b j e c t s .  W h a t  h a p p e n s  i n  M a h a p r a l a y a  i s  
t h a t  t h e  h i g h e s t  c o n s c i o u s  e g o ,  t h a t  i s  t o  s a y ,  t h e  e g o  
w h i c h  f e e l s  i t s e l f  t o  b e  t h e  o n l y  c o n s c i o u s  e g o  ( n o t  
t h e  s u b j e c t i v i t y ) ,  a n d  w h i c h  i s  a l s o  f r o m  a n o t h e r  p o i n t  
o f  v i e w  t h e  m o s t  p e r m a n e n t  o b j e c t  d u r i n g  t h e  M a n y a u -  
t a r a ,  u n d e r g o e s  c h a n g e .  I t  m a y  h e r e  b e  m e n t i o n e d  
t h a t  t h i s  c o n s c i o u s  e g o  i s  t b e  s t a n d a r d - c o n s c i o u s a e s s  
r e f e r r e d  t o  i n  m y  p r e v i o u s  o b s e r v a t i o n s .  W h a t e v e r  
h a p p e n s ,  P u r u s h a  n e v e r  c h a n g e s ;  i n  f a c t  i t  i s  t h e  
p e r m a n e n c e  o f  P u r u s h a  t h a t  r e n d e r s  c h a n g e  a t  a l l  

p o s s i b l e .  ,

T o  a p p r o a c h  t h e  p r o b l e m  f r o m  a n o t h e r  s i d e .  I t  i s  
p l a i n  t h a t  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  m o m e n t  t h e r e  a r e  i n  t h e  
u n i v e r s e  m a n y  o b j e c t i v e  e g o s  o r  e g o t i s m s ,  b u t  o n l y  o n e  
t r u e  e g o  o r  s u b j e c t i v i t y .  F o r  i f  p l u r a l i t y  o f  s u b j e c t s  b e  
p o s s i b l e ,  o n e  s u b j e c t  m u s t  b e  t h e  o b j e c t  o f  a n o t h e r ,  
t h u s  n e c e s s i t a t i n g  a  h i g h e r  s y n t h e t i c  u n i t y  t o  s u p p l y  
t h e  c o m m o n  b a s i s  f o r  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  
t h e  h y p o t h e t i c a l  s u b j e c t s .  O n e  t h i n g  c a n n o t  b e  d i f f e r e n t  
f r o m  a n o t h e r  t o  w h i c h  i t  b e a r s  n o  r e l a t i o n  w h a t s o e v e r .  
B y  a  l o g i c a l  e x p a n s i o n  o f  t h i s  a r g u m e n t ,  o n e  m a i n t a i n i n g  

t h e  p l u r a l i t y  o f  s u b j e c t s  w i l l  b e  l a n d e d  i n t o  a  regrwuz

ad mfinttutn* I t  i s  t o  b e  A d d e d  h e r e  t h a t  t h e  Puriaha, 
o f  w h i c h  S a n k h y a  m a i n t a i i r a  m u l t i p l i c i t y ,  i s  n o t  t h e  s a m e  
a s  t b e  s u b j e c t i v i t y ,  t h e  k n o w e r  (jna).

T h e  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  A ,  B  a n d  0 ,  a r e  o b j e c t s  a n d  n o t  t b e  
t r u e  e g o .  C o n s e q u e n t l y  w h e n  A ,  B  a n d  C  a r e  
a m a l g a m a t e d ,  t h e  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  o r  s u b j e c t i v i t y ,  w h i c h  
t h e y  s e v e r a l l y ,  r e p r e s e n t e d ,  d o e s  n o t  s u f f e r  a n y  c h a n g e ,  
j u s t  a s  t b e  m o t h e r  r e m a i n s  t h e  s a m e  w h e t h e r  o n e  o r  
m o r e  o f  h e r  c h i l d r e n  c r y  o u t  h e r  n a m e .  D o e s  t h e  
e x p a n s i o n  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  d i s t u r b  t h e  s e l f - i d e n t i t y  o f  t h e  
m a n  a n d  b o y  ?

A g a i u ,  t h e  o b j e c t s  A ,  B a n d  C  h a v i n g  b e e b ,  c a n n o t  
a l t o g e t h e r  c e a s e  t u ^ > e ,  a l t h o u g h  l i k e  y o u n g  k a n g a r o o s  
th e ( y  m a y  d i s a p p e a r  i n t o  m o t h e r  P r a k r i t i  f r o m  t h e  g a g e  
o f :  a n y  g i v e n  s t a n d a r d  o f  c o n s o i o n s n e s t .  B u t  A  d o e s  
n o t  e x i s t  i n  e t e r n i t y  o t h e r w i s e  t h a n  b y  a  c o u n t l e s s  
n u m b e r  o f  f o r m  c h a n g e s  A , ,  A ? , . . . A « ,  b u t  s t i l l  t h e r e  
i s  a  p e r m a n e n t  f o r m  o f  A  w h i c h  m a y  b e  m a t h e 
m a t i c a l l y  c a l l e d  t h e  t i m e - i n t e g r a l  o f  A  a n d  w h i c h  
i s  o n e  o f  t h e  f u n c t i o n s  o f  P r a k r i t i .  T h e  • s u b j e c t i v i t y  
d o e s  n o t  u n d e r g o  a n y  c h a n g e  i n  t b e  p r o o e s s  a n y  m o r e  

t h a n  a n  i n d i v i d u a l  w h o  i s  r e p r e s e n t e d  b y  h i s  i n i t i a l s  o r  
b y  h i s  f u l l  n a m e ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  i n i t i a l s  a n d  f u l l  n a m e  a r e  
n o t  i n  t h e m s e l v e s  i d e n t i c a l .

T h i s  g r e a t  i l l u s i o n  i s  n o t  f u l l y  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  b y  a u y  
o n e ; y e t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  rn s^ y  t h r o w  s o m e  
l i g h t  o n  t h e  q u e s t i o n .  P u r u s h a  i s  t b e  p e r m a n e n t  s u b 
s t a n c e  o f  t h e  u n i v e r s e ,  P r a k r i t i  i s  t h e  s u m  t o t a l  o f  i t s  
a t t r i b u t e s .  I t  i s  e v i d e n t  t h a t  w h e n  t h e r e  i s  b n t  o n e  
s u b s t a n c e  a n d  a n  i n f i n i t y  o f  a d j e c t i v e s ,  e a o h  o n e  o f  t h e  
a d j e c t i v e s  i s  c a p a b l e  o f  d e s i g n a t i n g  t h e  s u b s t a n c e .  A n d  

m o r e o v e r  a n y  a d j e c t i v e  i n  a  s e r i e s  w h i o h  c o n v e y s  t h e  
i d e a  o f  l o n g e s t  d u r a t i o n ,  i s  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h e  
s u b s t a n c e  i n  a  s p e o i t l  s e n s e ;  t h u s  t b e  e g o t i s m ,  t h e  l i n e  o f  
. r e f e r e n c e  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  d e r i v e s  i t s  c h a r a c t e r .  T h e  g r e a t  
i l l u s i o n  i s  t h e  p o w e r  o f  a n  o b j e c t  t o  s t a n d  f o r  t h e  s u b j e c t .  
T h e  o n l y  w a y  o u t  o f  t h e  t a n g l e d  w o o d  o f  i l l u s i o n s  i s  t h e  
r e a l i s a t i o n  p f  t b e  p e r m a n e n t  e g o .  E v e n  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l i t y ,  
t h e  t i m e - i n t e g r a l  o f  a n y  e g o t i s m ,  i s  i m m o r t a l  o n l y  a s  
a n  o b j e c t  a n a  n o t ,  a s  t b e  P u r u s h a ,  a s  i t s e l f .  T h i s  w i l l  
s h o w  w h y  w e  m u s t  b e  p e s s i m i s t s  e x o t e r i c a l l y  a n d  o p t i 
m i s t s  o n l y  i n  a  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  s e n s e .  N e v e r  w i l l  a n  e m b o 
d i e d  e g o  b e  f r e e  f r o m  p a i n ,  s a y s  S a n k a r a .

M o h in i M . C h a t t k r ji. .
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K .—  (Continued from last NumberJ  

T h e  W o r ld  o f  S p ir it s .

T h i s  i s  a n  i n t e r m e d i a t e  w o r l d  ;  a  p a r t  o f  t h e  S p i r i t u a l  
W o r l d .  A b o v e ,  a r e  t h e  s u b j e c t i v e  s t a t e s  c a l l e d  t h e  
H e a v e n s  ; b e l o w ,  t h e  s u b j e c t i v e  s t a t e s  c a l l e d  t h e  H e l l s .  
H e n c e  J e s u s  m a d e  A b r a h a m  s a y  t o  D i v e s ,  “  a  g r e a t  c h a s m  
i s  s i t u a t e d  b e t w e e n  u s  a n d  y o u . ”  T h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  t h e  
W o r l d  o f  S p i r i t s  a r e  c a l l e d  “  g o o d  s p i r i t s ’'  a n d  “ e v i l  
s p i r i t s / '  T h e y  a r e  w i t h o u t  e x c e p t i o n  d i s e m b o d i e d  m e n  
a n d  w o m e n .  D h y a n  C h o h a n s ,  E l e m e n t a r i e s ,  a n d  E l e 
m e n t a l s  w e r e  n o t  k n o w n  t o  S w e d e n b o r g .  T h e  W o r l d  
o f  S p i r i t s  i s  a  s t a t e  o f  p u r i f i c a t i o n  a n d  o f  u n m a s k i n g .  
T h e  g o o d  a r e  f r e e d  f r o m  t h e  d r o s s  o f  t h e  s e n s e s ,  a n d  t h e  
e v i l ,  f r o m  t h e  m a s k s ,  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n a l  l i e s ,  t h a t  h a v e  
h i d d e n  t h e  i n u e r  f a c e .  I n  t h e  c a s e  o f  b o t h  c l a s s e s  t h i s  
p r o c e s s  i s  o f t e n  a c c o m p a n i e d  b y  m u c h  s u f f e r i n g .  F o r  
h a b i t ,  o u r  “ s e c o n d  n a t u r e / '  e s p e c i a l l y  w h e n  c o n f i r m e d  
b y  t h e  w i l l ,  i s  n o t  e a s y  t o  g e t  r i d  o f .

T h e  s e p a r a t i o n  o f  m a n  f r o m  h i s  p h y s i c a l  b o d y  i s  
d e s c r i b e d  a s  f o l l o w s :

*s A  sep ara tio n  o r d e a th  ensues, w hen th e  body com es in to  su ch  
a  s ta te , from  d isease  o r  acc iden t, th a t  i t  cau n o t a c t as one w ith  
i ts  sp ir it ,  T h e  p u lse  an d  re sp ira tio n  of th e  body  ceases, w hen  
th e  co rrespondence w ith  th e  p u lse  a n d  re sp ira tio n  of th e  spirit* 
ceases, a n a  th e n  th e  sp ir i t  d e p a r ts  a n d  co n tin u e s  i ts  life  in  th e  
S p ir itu a l W orld . D* i .  and W, 390. D e a th  h as i ts  o rig in  in  sin , 
a n d  sin  is a ll th a t  is co n tra ry  to  d iv in e  Order. S in  c loses th e  
sm a lle st, inv isib le  vessels [o f  th e  physical body], o f w h i c h  th e  
n e x t  g r e a t e r  v e s s e l s ,  w h ic h  a r e  in v i s ib le ,  a r e  c o m p o s e d ; for t h e



sm allest, inv is ib le  v esse ls  are c o n tin u ed  to  m an ’s interiors* 
H ence  com es th e  f irs t a n d  in m o st o b s tru c tio n  a n d  v itia tio n  in  
th e  b lo o d ; th is  v itia tion , w hen i t  increases, causes d isease, a n d  
a t  len g th  d ea th . B u t, if  m an  h ad  lived a  good life , h is in te r io r  
w onld be open to  • heaven, and th ro u g h  heaven  to  th e  L o r d ;  
th u 9 th e  sm allest a n d  in v is ib le  vascu la  ( it  is  allow able to  call th e  
d e lin eam en ts of th e  firs t stam ina , vascula, by reason of oorres* 
pondenee) would be  open also, a n d  hence  m an  would be w ith o u t 
d isease, and  w ould only d ecrease  to  u ltim a te  o ld  age, u n til  h e  
becam e an  in fan t, a  w ise in f a n t ; a u d  w hen  in suoh a  case  th e  
body could  no lo n g er m in is te r  to  i ts  in te rn a l roan, o r sp ir it, 
h e  w ould p ass w ithou t d isease  o u t of h is  te r re s tr ia l  body, in to  a  
body  su ch  as th e  an g els  have, th u s  o n t of th e  w orld  im m edia te ly  
in to  heaven.** A* C, 5726. Jf* i f .  4 4 5 -4 4 8 -  H e  would overleap  
th e  W orld  of S p ir its  (K am a-L oca).

As a rule, the resuscitation of man from the dead 
takes place on the third day. He then comes out of the 
state of unconsciousness in which he has been during the 

rocess of his separation from the physical body. He 
nds himself at first in company with Celestial angels, 

then with Spiritual, and lastly with Natural. They 
welcome him and instruct him about the World he has 
entered; and if of a heavenly genius, he accompanies his 
like into Heaven; if not, he turns to his like from Hell. 
But before he can enter either state he has to undergo 

vasla^on,” that is, good or evil not belonging to his 
inner life has to be separated from him. Swedenborg 
emphasizes the fact that man, after death, is in a perfect 
human form, not a formless something ; that he is 
possessed of sense, memory, thought, and affection, as in 
the Natural World,.and that he leaves nothing behind 
him bnt the terrestrial body. if. H . 453, 461. Upon 
their resuscitation some pass at once into the state of 
heaven or of hell; but the majority have to pass through 
two or three spiritual states, before they can enter 
their eternal home. The first state resembles that of 
man in the Natural World; indeed, so much so that 
the newcomer does not know that he is in the World 
of Spirits, and has to be instructed about it. The second 
state brings out the good or evil nature of the interior 
man. The conventional lies of “  civilization” are forced 
away, and the truth comes to the surface. For, “ there 
is nothing concealed tha£ will not be revealed ; and hid, 
that will not be made known.” Luke xii. 2 . The 
th ird  state is one of instruction, and is only for those 
that pass into the heavenly states. They are instructed 
that Heaven is not a place of nrayer, of hymn-sinking, 
of sermonizing, and of “ walking about with Christ 
in white,1’ but that it is a state in which man obtains 
knowledge of the affairs of the Soul and the Supreme 
Being. I have not Swedenborg’s authority for saying 
that the World of Spirits is a aemi-subjective state, 
but I infer it from teachings like this:

“ M an’s first s ta te  a f te r  d e a th  is lik e  h is  s ta te  in  th e  W orld , 
b ecause  ho is in  e x te rn a ls ; h is face, conversation , an d  d isp o si
t io n  a re  th e  sam e...an d , if he does no t a tte n d  to  w hat com es in h is 
w a y ; to  w h a t h a s  been told him  by th e  angels* w hen he w as 
re su sc ita te d , th a t  he  is  now a  sp ir it, he  know s n o t o th e rw ise  
th a n  th a t  he is s till in  tb e  [N a tu ra l]  W orld.’*—H- I f .  493-

Swedenborg discourages intercourse with tbe departed; 
first, because we have u Moses and the Prophetssecond, 
because we are, as a rule, of the earth, earthy, and 
spirits that are willing and able to enter into com
munication with us, are so also ; for “ birds of a feather 
flock together j” and third, because spirits can tell us 
nothing of real use to our souls. Information through 
the senses should be discarded for information through 
the soul, or through the u Divine Word.” He 
says: “ there are two ways to the human understand
ing, viz., away by the senses, which is the lower
way...... and a way by heaven [the Internal Man] from
the Lord, which is the higher way; whatever is born 
by the lower way is bodily and material, but what is 
born by the higher way is spiritual and celestial.” 
S. D. 899. Look ever inward and upward ! Trne ; 
revelation from within ; the vision that shows the kingdom 
of heaven within you so that you abandon the way of 
the. vulgar, running and crying : “ lo,here,” €t lo, there T* 
f'.loj a divine book!” “ lo, a divine church!” ia not to be

had without price ; he certain of this. Swedenborg 
arrived at intuition  ̂ or 41 perception/* by degrees;
“ I was elevated into the light of heaven interiorly by 
degree?, and in proportion as I was elevated, my under
standing was elevated, so that I was finally enabledto 
perceive things that at first I did not perceive, and finally, 
such things as it had been impossible for me to compre
hend.”—if. if. 130. I do not wish to be understood to 
say that $ 1 1  can elevate themselves in this manner, and 
in the same degree as Swedenborg, but that each willing 
mind can ascend out of the sensual into the spiritual, out 
of the material into the ideal. But, as the author of 
the Keys o f the Oreeds has said, “ the road to God is 
paved with idols !*’—matters of the senses, and these 
are not in favor of rapid advance.

Our Theosophist hay given an interesting account of 
his early experience in the road to God, which is worth 
while to read;

" I  w as'accustom ed  to  th is  [ ta c it]  re sp ira tio n  in  in fancy  w hile 
say in g  m y m o rn in g  aod  ev en in g  p ray ers , an d  a lso  som etim es 
a fte rw ard  w hile exp lo ring  th e  conoordan t action  of th e  h e a r t  
a n d  lu n g s , an d  especially  w hile w ritin g  from  m y m ind  th o se  
th in g s  th a t  have  been  pn b lish ed . 1 th en  no ticed  fo r sev era l 
y e a rs  th a t  th e re  is  a ta c it  re sp ira tio n , th a t  is scarcely  p e rce p 
t ib le ;  a b o u t th is  a lso i t  w as g ra n te d  to  m e a fte rw ard  to th in k  
an d  to  speak . In  th is  w ise 1 was in tro d u ced  from  m y in fan cy  
in to  such  re sp ira tio n s , especially  by intense speculations in which 
respiration is quiescent .* for otherwise no intense speculation as t6 
the truth can exist; and  a fte rw a rd  also  w hen heaven w as open ed  
to  m e, so th a t  I  could  sp eak  w ith  sp irits , 1 w as so  e n tire ly  
in tro d u c ed  in to  th is  re sp ira tio n  th a t  fo r th e  spaoe> a lm o st of a n  
hour, 1 d id  n o t d raw  in an y  b r e a th ; th e re  was only so m u ch  
a ir  d raw n  in  th a t  I  was ab le  to  th in k . I n  th is  m an n e r I  waa 
in tro d u c ed  b y  th e  L ord  in to  in te r io r  re sp ira tio n s . P e rh a p s  a lso  
iu  m y d ream s, fo r  I  no ticed  ag ain  a n d  ag a in  th a t  a f te r  fa llin g  
asleep , re sp ira tio n  w as a lm o s t e n tire ly  w ith d raw n  fro m  m e, so  
th a t  ou aw ak en in g  I  gasp ed  for b re a th . T b is  k in d  of re sp ira tio n , 
how ever, ceases when I  do n o t observe, w rite , o r th in k  a n y  s u c h  
th in g , an d  reflect on ly  upon  th is  th a t  I  believe th ese  fac ts , a n d  
th a t  th ey  ta k e  plaoe iu  in n u m e rab le  w ays. F o rm e rly  I  w as n o t  
ab le  to  B ee th ese  va rie tie s , because  I  could  n o t ren eo t u p o n  
th e m : y e t now I  am  ab le  to  do  so, b ecau se  each  B ta t e ,  each  
sphere, and  a lso  each society , especially  th e  in te rio r , have in  m e  
a  su itab le  re sp ira tio n , iu to  w hich I  fall w ith o u t re flec tin g  u p o a  
i t .  By th is  m eans it  is also g ra n te d  to  m e to  be p re se n t w ith  
sp ir i ts  an d  an g els .”— 6'. D . 3464. *

There is something in this passage that reminds one 
of Samadhi, at least, as defined by S. Sundaram Iyet* ia 
the following sentence: “  The aim of Hata Yoga is the 
development of the Powers of Abstraction (from 
the outside world), of Quietism, and Introspection of the 
Mind—in short, of Samadhi.” — Theosophical Misc. No. 
I, p. 106.

In his early career as an expositor of mystic matters, 
Swedenborg’s hand was often moved by a subjective 
force; thus, not as the hand of “ writing mediums” is, 
by objective force. It is well to bear this in mind, 
lest we place him on a level with them. He speaks in 
one instance of the difference between writing from 
interior dictation and writing involuntarily :

“  W ith o u t rev e la tio n  i t  is  im possib le  to  u n d e rs tan d  su c h  
th in g s  [ th e  m ystic  sense of th e  B ible]. T h ere  was a d ic ta tio n  
in the thought, b u t in  a w onderfu l m anner, th e  th o u g h t  was 
th e re b y  led  to  an  u n d e rs tan d in g  of th ese  words, an d  th e  id ea  w as 
k e p t fixed upon  each sin g le  expression  ; i t  seem ed as if i t  waa 
fasten ed  to  i t  by  a h eaven ly  force. T h u s  th is  rev e la tio n  took  
p lace in a  sensib le  m an n er. B n t, th e  process is d iffe ren t w hen 
th e  th o u g h t is e n lig h ten e d  m an ifes tly  by a  ce rta in  lig h t, an d  
w hen  th e  w ritin g  is d irec ted  so th a t  no t ev en  th e  leant w ord c an  
be w ritte n  d iffe ren tly . S om etim es th is  is  done in  a  less seusib le  
m an n er, b u t a t  o th e r  tim es so very  sensib ly  th a t  the finger is 
led by a higher power to lorite, a n d  i t  is im possib le  to  w rite  
o therw ise."—Adversaria I I I .  7167.

This passage shows a gradual development of the 
interior faculties; an advance, or preparation for advance, 
out of the World of Spirits (Kama-loca), into the 
Heavens (Dev&chan), or, out of a semi-subjective state 
into a subjective. Our author was doubtless in the 
former state at the time he wrote the Adversaria and 
the early parts of the S piritu a l Diary. He had become 
sensitive, clairvoyant, and clairaudient; impressible, but 
not in the high degree he. became later, when he entered 
the sphere of the soul. Of bis clairaudiencev?9 @Lfi)



many proofs: “ Ifc was forbidden that anything should 
fee dictated to me in a loud voice ; although conversations 
have been carried on with me [by spirits] in a *°ud 
voice continuously for quite a long time; duriug the 
act of writing, however, silence prevails.” “ Although 
the voice is as clear and loud as that of a man that is 
speaking, since ifc cau be heard even when others are 
speaking, still ifc does not enter the ear by the air from 
without, but is conveyed to the ear from within, • where
fore it is not heard by the person present’* [with mo 
in the Natural World].—A dv. 7167,6906.

Ifc has been stated above that Swedenborg discourages 
open intercourse with the inhabitants of the World of 
Spirits, and it is desirable to confirm this by his own 
words:

“ I t  is believed by m any, th a t  m an  m ay  be  ta u g h t  of th e  L o rd  
h y  sp irits  sp eak in g  w ith  him  ; b u t th o se  th a t  believo th is , a ^ d  
a re  w illing  to  believe it, do n o t know th a t  i t  is connected  w ith  
d a n g e r  to  th e ir  so u ls ........e n th u s ia s tic  sp ir i ts  speak  w ith  e n th u 
s ia s ts ;  Q u ak er sp irits  o p era te  upon Q uakers, an d   ̂ M orav ian  
sp ir i ts  upon M orav ians; th e  case would be s im ila r w ith  A rians,
w ith  Socinians, and  w ith  o th e r  h e re tic s ,........and, w h a t is
ridiculous, when m an believes th a t  th e  H oly S p ir it speaks w ith  
h im , o r o perates upon him , th e  sp irit [ th a t  o p e ra tes] also 
believes th a t  he is th e  H oly S p ir i t ;  th is  is com m on w ith
en th u s iastic  s p i r i ts ....... when a  sp ir it  from  sim ila r affection
favors m an’s th o u g h ts  o r p rin c ip les , th e  one lead s th e  o th e r, as 
th e  b lind  th e  bliud, u n til bo th  fall in to  th e  .p it.” —J .  E. 1182, 
1183, 590. #

This is said of men in general, not of those that live 
in the real rather than in the material; in the rational 
and spiritual, rather than in the natural and sensual. 
The latter have, out o f  necessity, to look to the senses 
for i n f o r m a t i o n ,  whereas the former need but look 
ihvwd for it. Tiioro is information enough for the 
Natural Man in the Sacred Books, and he need not 
resort to table-tipping, slate-writing, and guitar-playing 
“ spirits” for it- It i s  of those that are spiritualized 
that Swedenborg speaks in this paragraph:

“ M any  of th e  in te r io r  th in g s  of th e  W o rd  of G od-M essiah 
oannofc b e  lea rn ed  from  th e  experience of th is  [p resen t]  hu m au  
i»ace, b u t  havo to  be learned  from  th e  a n c ien ts  an d  from  
sp irits ...T f th e  p re sen t race  had lived in  th e  tim e  of th e  A ncien t 
Ghuroh, o r in  th e  tim e  of th e  P rim itiv e  C h ristians, th ey  m ig h t 
h av e  know n th e m  very  well from  experience an d  from  revela tion  
V* thev wolves; y e t th ey  m ay be know n still b e tte r  from  th e  s ta te  
of th e  sp ir its  an d  th e  hum an souls th a t  now till th e  low est 
sp h ere  of heaven.” — S. D, 200-
1  That revelation from an internal source, from the 
Inmost Man, is possible even afc this day, has been 
abundantly and eloquently demonstrated in that sublime 
work, The Perfect iVay, and the reader may, if he.but 
will,experience ifc for himself, and so verify the teaching 
of that work, as well as the teaching of Swedeuborg. 
c As to the length of time a departed oue remains in the 
World of Spirits; this depends upon his spiritual 
condition, especially npon the agreement of his interi
ors, for these must agree 'before ho can enter his 
eternal home, wherever this may be. Some pass at 
once into Heaven or iuto Hell j others, remain in the 
Intermediate World a long time, but no one above thirty 
years.—IL H. 426,491. It is interesting to notice thafc 
this teaching of Swedeuborg, with many another, tallies 
with the teacliiug of the M a s t e r s  lately given through 
Messrs. A. P. Sinuett aqd Mohini M. Chatterjee : “ it is 
unusual that a Kama-loca eutity will be in a position to 
manifest as such for more than twenty-five to thirty 
years.”—Theosophist, February, 1835. “ Those alone who 
during a long course of unselfish life, have shed every 
atom of material craving, are able to overleap Kama-loca 
altogether, while, in the case of the generality, its duration 
varies from some hours to a great many years.”—Light, 
February 7,1895.

It is important <0 bear in mind that the term “ spirit” is 
not invariably u$ed by -S\yodenborg to designate an 
inhabitant of tho World qf Spirits, for he uses ifc some
times to designate an inhabitant of Heaven or of Hell. In 
A . E . 113 3 he speaka of the Spiritual Universe as an 
“Orb, consisting of six expanses, three heavens, and three 
hells, inhabited by spirits*

i(Although the Divine Sun is not visible in the World of 
Spirits, the light there is from that sun. “ To good spirits 
it is like the light of summer in the Natural World, but to 
evil spirits, it is like the light of winter.” D — P . 166.

T h e  H e a v e n s .
The general parrotry that prevails in the Christian 

world prevents progress in the higher life, the life of the 
soul, by mental fossilization. The counsels of Jesus : “ if 
any ’ one should say to you then, behold! here is 
the Anointed, or there, believe it not,” and the “ king
dom of God comes not with outward show, nor shall 
they say, behold here ! or there ! for, behold, the king
dom of God is within  you,” have either fallen upon deaf 
ears, or have been heard and repeated in cockatoo fashion. 
Let the reader judge whether Swedenborg ha?, with 
“ the many/' sinned, or not.

“ T he D ivine sph ere  p roceed ing  from  th e  L ord , w hich  e n te rs  
th e  an g e ls  by influx, and is by th em  received, c o n s titu te s  e ssen 
tia lly  heav en .”—i f .  H. 7.

“  H eaven, before th e  ex te rn al s ig h t of sp ir its , is on burn  ;a m l 
before  th e  in te rn a l s ig h t, su c h a a  is th a t  of an g els, ic is w ith in ”—
A. G. 8*325. . . , ,.

“  W here  heaven  i i ,  one does n o t p e rce iv e  a u g h t  by  d in t of 
spaces an d  time*, b ecau se  th e se  a re  p ecu lia r to  N a tu re , b n t by 
m eans of s ta te s  a n d  th e ir  v a ry in g s an d  ch an g e s ."—Ibid. 404&

“ T h e  heavens in  which th e  an g els  are, a re  no t p e rm an en t liko 
th e  lan d s  on o u r globe, b u t  ex is t iu a  m om ent accord ing  to  tho  
recep tio n  of d iv ine t ru th  by them . T h e  face of all th in g s  th e re  aro  
ch an g ed  as th e  s ta te  of th e  recep tion  is ch an g ed .— A. K. 87(i.

4i Y ou m u st know  th a t  heaven  is n o t 11* an y  su re  and  fixed place 
th u s , no t acco rd ing  to  th e  vu lg ar opin ion  on h igh  ; b u t  heaven is 
w here  th e  D iv in ity  is j  th u s , w ith  every  m an, and  in  every  m an  
th a t  is a t  hom e in c h a r ity  and  fa ith . A. (7. 8931."

“ All th e  app earan ces th a t  ex is t in  th e  heavens a ro  real, 
beoause th ey  a re  co rrespondences ; fo r th e  in te rio r th in g s  p e r ta in 
in g  to  tb e  affections a u d  th o u g h ts  of th e  an g e ls , w hen th ey  pass 
to  th e  s ig h t of th e ir  eyes, a re  c lo th ed  in fo rm s such  a s  a p p ea r  
iu  th e  heavens and  as they  a re  v isib le, they  are  called  a p p ea r
an ces.” — A. 22. 553. H. I I .—170-176.”

“ T im es a n d  spaces in heaven do indeed  a p p ea r lik e  tim es an d  
spaces in  th e  w orld, b u t y e t th ey  do n o t really  ex is t th ere , fo r 
whioh reason  th e  an g els  can n o t o therw ise  m easu re  tim es a n d  
spaces, w hich  th e re  a re  appearances, th an  by s ta te s , acco rd in g  
to  th e ir  p rog ressions a n d  ch an g es” .-—A* I t . 947.

‘‘ E v e ry m a n  iu  th e  o th e r  life, while thinking of another, se ts  
h is  face before him , and  a t  th e  sam e tim e, a  nu m b er of th e  p a r ti 
cu la rs  of his life  ; an d  w hen he does th is , the other becomes present 
as if fe tched  or sum m oned” .—/ / .  //•  494. In  o th e r words, th o u g h t 
b r in g s  presence. ( I t  is as if H erm es spoke : 4i and  ju d g e  of th is  
for th y se lf ; com m and th y  soul to  go to  In d ia , and  sooner th a u  
th o u  can s t bid it, i t  will be there '*).

Quotations of the same tenor as theso might be multi
plied. The reader understands what our author means 
when he says that in the heavens there are valleys, hills, 
and mountains ; villages, towns, and cities ; children, 
wives, and husbands ; rustics, priests, aud princes. Tho 
subjective state is an endless, creative state. The soul 
liberated from the limitations of matter is a creator, 
Since the doctrino of “metempsychosis” finds no favor 
with him (T- C. R .  7 9 .) ,  he is necessarily emphatic as to 
the endlessness of the subjective states : “ in that Orb. 
[the Spiritual World] are all men that from tho first 
creation of the world have departed out of ifc ; that, 
after their decease, are also men as to form, and are 
spirits as to essence.”—A. E. 118 0 .

The angels are not huddled together in the same 
heaven ; for there are three distinct, general subjective 
States, namely, the Celestial Heaven, the Spiritual, and 
the Natural ; and each heaven is made up of innumerable 
“  Societies,” of different size and of different degrees of 
spiritual development ; a confirmation of the teaching 
of Jesus, “ in my Father's house are many mansions.'* 
The societies are intimately connected ; iudeed, so much 
so, that they are the parts of a Whole, wliich Whole 
Swedenborg calls the Grand Man. The heavenly World 
is thus named, because it appears u in the sight of God as 
one Man, whose soul and lifo God is,” and because, 
“ this divine man is in every particular of his form a man/* 
and futhermore, because u every society in heaven is a 
man in form.”—D. P. 64. Reflect upon the esotericism 
of this teaching, and see the wisdom of Swedenborg, as 
well as of him thafc said0 s Indeed, Godr̂ ^oJ(far from



every one o f us ; for in 'H im  we live, and move, and  
e x is t ; as even some of y o u r  own poets have said, ‘ for 
also we his offspring are.* " — Acts, *vii. 27,28. 4 .  /?. 31.

The head of the  G rand M an is form ed of celestial
societies,” the tru n k , of Sp iritua l, and the extrem ities, 

of N atural. Besides this, the r ig h t side of him is formed 
of angels of a  “ celestial genius/* the left, of angels of 
a “  sp iritual gen ius.” Thus there  are two kingdom.*, the 
Celestial kingdom  and the Spiritual. The angels of the 
form er are subject to  good affections, the  angels of the  
la tte r , to tru e  thoughts. W e have then the kingdom  of 
the  W ill and the kingdom  of the In tellect. An angel 
from each kingdom  is associated w ith xuan ; the one 
influences so far as he perm its, his will, the o ther his 
understanding  ; these influences go fo rth  from  the 
angels as “  celestial h ea t” and u sp iritual lig h t.”  T he 
intim acy cf th is association depends upon the  quality of 
the man w ith  whom the angels are. B ut, the  association 
is not conscious on either side, for it  is an association 
of u spheres,” or em anations. W hen an angel en ters the

sphere”  of a man, he perceives a t  once and  unerring ly  
the  m an’s in tentions and thoughts in all th e ir minuti&e. 
T ru e ; not his na tu ra l intentions and  thoughts, b u t their 
corresponding sp iritu a l; for every n a tu ra l idea is, “  on 
th e  very th reshold  of heaven;”  transform ed into its 
corresponding spiritual. I f  it is an  idea th a t concerns 
the  m an’s spiritual welfare, it ascends like A bel's  offering 
to G o d ; bu t if it concerns his m aterial welfare, i t  
descends like Cain's. So th a t these guard ian  angels do 
not concern them selves about petroleum -w ells and 
m ines, nor about the k itchen-fire and  th e  breakfast 
tab le , nor do they call them selves rf D ew drop,”  (< S ta r-  
lig h t,”  or “ Y our loving sp irit ch ild ,”  b u t they  concern 
them selves about the soul's good affections and tru e  
thoughts and the ir increase.— A. 0 . 5978, 5980, 6209, 
4007, 785, 1*0568. Omit re-incarnation, and how g rea t 
is not the sim ilarity of the  following teach ings :—

4‘ W hile th e  sp iritu a l life  of au  ind iv idual is  u n fo ld in g  itse lf  in  
D evaehan , sy m p a th e tic  souls on e a rth  feel th e  v iv ify ing  a u d  
sp ir itu a liz in g  influence of th a t  un fo ld m en t, and  tra n s la te  i t  in to  
th e ir  physical lives acco rd ing  to  th e ir  re sp ec tiv e  sp ir itu a l d ev e lo p 
m ent. W h en ev er au ind iv idual on e a r th  ia enab led , by h is  h ig h ly  
s p i r i t u a l  lite, to live upon th e  p lane of th e  soul, he  cau  conscious
ly receive the  influx of sp iritu a l e n e rg y  th u s  show ered  upon th e  
e a r th  and r-race it to  i ts  source. T ru e , sp ir itu a l com m unica tion  
m u s t  he of a su b jective  c h arac te r. T h e  pure  sp ir itu a l be in g , even 
w hile on e a n h , v ib rates iu unison w ith  som e glorified  p red eces 
sors, a  good m an iu life  an d  goodness iu  d ea th . I t  will th u s  be  
seeu thut, good m en freed  from  th e  lim ita tio n s  of th e  flesh, be
com e in sp irin g  influences in th e ir  tu rn , and  so rem ain  for a  p eriod  
im m easu rab ly  g re a te r  th a n  th e  sp an  of th e ir  lives on e a r th , 
before m ak in g  a n o th e r  descen t iu to  ob jec tive  life.*' M . M. 
C h a tte r ji .—Light, F eb ru a ry  7, 1885.

“  T he  influx of an g e ls  ia m ore in te rio r, and  less m an ifes tly  
perceived th an  th e  influx of evil sp ir its .” ** T he  influx of a n g e ls  
is in to  m an’s conscience, a n d  heuce th ey  ho ld  h im  b o u n d  
by the  affection of good and  tru th ,  an d  of ju s tic e  and  eq u ity , 
w ith o n t in frin g in g  h is l ib e r ty .”  “ T he angels p ro tec t m an  by 
va rio u s m ethods, and  in sp ire  th in g s  good, and  th is  by a  love 
desired  from  th e  L ord .” “ T h ere  is an  influx of good affections 
an d  tru e  th o u g h ts  from  th e  an g els  in to  th e  souls of m en .” —A. G'. 
Cl Do, 500-2, 6600-

The atm ospheres of th e  heavens, like those of the 
N atural W orld, consist of aura, e ther and air, and  serve 
the same purposes. “  The superior heavens appear as 
if they were in an ethereal a tm osphere ; the  inferior as 
in au aerial, aud  th e  lowest as in an aqueous. Tho last 
appears as a sea, to  those th a t stand  afar off, b u t not to 
those th a t dwell in it .” A .— E, 871.

T h e  H e l l s .

T h o s e  t h a t  a r e  i n  t h e  s u b j e c t i v e  s t a t e s ,  c a l l e d  t h e  H e l l s ,  
o c c u p y  a  r e g i o n  of« t h e  S p i r i t u a l  W o r l d ,  b e l o w  t h e - w o r l d  
o f  s p i r i t s .  B u t  t h e y  a r e  n o t  i n  o n e  p l a c e ,  b e o a u s e  t h e y  
a r o  n o t  i n  o n e  s p i r i t u a l  s t a t e *  L i k e  t h e  H e a v e n l y  W o r l d  
t h e  H e l l i s h ,  i s  d i v i d e d  i n t o  t h r e e  g e n e r a l  s t a t e s ,  e a c h  o f  
w h i c h  i s  m a d e  u p  o f  c o u n t l e s s  “  S o c i e t i e s , "  s m a l l  a n d  
l a r g e .  T h e  m e m b e r s  o f  e a c h / 4 S o c i e t y ”  b e i n g  i n  s i m i l a r  
-e v i l  a n d  f a l s i t y ,  t h e  p a r i t y  a n d  s p l e n d o r  o f  t h e  h e a v e n l y  

h o m e s  i s  w a n t i n g ;  i m p u r i t y  a n a  s q u a l o r  p r e v a i l .  T h e

air is dark, the houses small and rickety, the street 
narrow and crooked, and filthy; assassins lurk everywhere; 
wrangles and fights occur; a general insecurity prevails, 
Swedenborg was protected by the “  spheres" of dngels 
when he descended into the hells. Hell is a Monster, 
and the departed that compose this Monster are divided 
similarly as the departed that compose the Grand Man, 
thus ; the Celestial, Spiritual, and Natural angels, or the 
Affectionate and the Intellectual angels leave their cor
responding infernals ; the Fiery, Black and Pallid, or 
Devils and iSatans. In a Devilish spirit, the evil prepon
derates ; in a Satanic, the false. The devils are in oppo
sition to the Good, the satans, to the True. The worst, 
the devils, are deformed, filthy, and repulsivo ; their 
voices are harsh and external. At a distance, the wicked 
appear as swine, wolves, serpents, and other unclean and 
fierce beasts. The hellish “  societies” are made up of men 
confirmed in hatred, revenge, fraud* lyin£, lasciviousness 
and other evils. The sum total of their life in the Natu
ral World was evil, and hence they wero not cast into hell, 
as the missionaries would have you believe, but gravitat
ed thither of their own accord. " All are predestinated 
for heaven, and it is man’s own fault if he goes to hell" 
says Swedenborg.—*4. E. 802. When evil has become 
confirmed; has become the tl second nature,” its removal 
would bring about annihilation, which, according to 
Swedenborg, would be “ contrary to divine order.” Hence 
the everlasting ness of the Hells! Learned Theosophists, 
misled by sensational and superficial preachers, have 
stated that our Author teaches the possibility of annihi
lation through evil. I am sorry to say, he does not J

“ T hose th a t  com e in to  he ll rem a in  th e re  to  e te rn ity .” —A*
E . 383,

“  I f  a  m an does n o t re s is t  evil as from  him self, ha rem a in s  in  
be ll, a n d  hell in h im , n o r a re  th ey  se p a ra ted  to  e te rn ity .1”-~IbicL 
1104.

“ Those th a t  w orsh ip  N a tu re  sep a ra te  th em se lv es a t  le n g th  from  
th e  angels, a u d  fall in to  h e ll, no r can  th e y  be ta k e n  o u t th en ce  
to  e te rn ity .”— Ibid, 1220.

“ In asm u ch  as a s  love, c o n s titu te s  th e  life  of m an , an d  m an  
a cco rd in g  to  h is life  a cq u ired  in tb e  w orld  will live to  e te rn ity  
e ith e r  iu heaven  or in  hell, i t  is  a  po in t of th e  h ig h es t in te re s t  fo r 
h im  to  know , how a  heavenly  life is acq u ired .” —Ibid. 837.

“  l i e  th a t  dues n o t know  th e  law s of d iv ine  o rd er m ay suppose  
th a t  th e  L ord  can save an y  w hom soever, th u s  th e  ev il a s  w ell a s  
th e  good, w hence i t  is  th e  opinion of som e th a t  in  th e  end  a ll th a t  
a re  iu hell will also be s a v e d ; b u t th a t  th is  is im possib le  m ay be 
seen in  E . U . 521—7 A . E . 745.

“  W hen  th e  bad a re  pun ish ed , an g els  a re  a lw ays h a rd  by, w ho 
m oderate  th e  p u n ish m en t, and  soo the th e  p a iu s o f th e  w re tched  ; 
b n t th ey  a re  uo t ab le  to  tak e  th em  awaY, because su ch  is th e  
balance of a ll th in g s  iu th e  o th e r  life, th a t  the very evil punishes 
itself; aud un less i t  were takeu  aw ay by ac ts  of pun ish m en t, su c h  
th in g s  could n o t be kep t dow n in  hell to  e te rn ity , th ey  would 
o therw ise  in fes t th e  societies of th e  good a n d  do violence to  th e  
o rd e r e stab lish ed  by th e  Lord, w herein  th e  sa lvation  of tb e  
U n iv erse  lies.**—A . G 967.

The good and the evil states are in Swedenborg’s • 
philosophy, everlasting; and necessarily so, because 
this philosophy embraces neither Nirvana nor annihila
tion.

It is not pleasant to go into details as to the life he 
calls hell (Avitchi), which is not the hell of domineer
ing Catholicism and atheistic Protestantism, nor tho 
hell of u stiugs-of-conscience” of Universalism; the 
latter what a comfortable hell! Oh, no ! Swedenborg 
teaches that evil punishes i ts e lf  ; and the “ sweet,9̂9 
“ loveable” woman, whose bonnet flashes with feathers 
of birds flayed alive and the “  enterprising” man that 
flayed them, are not put off with bugaboo hells; the 
punishments in the hells described by him are so excru
ciating as to surpass even the inflictions of those incar
nate demons, the vivisectionists. Let us hear:

“ In fe rn a ls  c an n o t be  to rm en ted  by  rem orse  o f conscience, fo r 
th e y  have h ad  n o n e ; a ll th a t  h ave  conscience b e in g  am ong  th e  
happy.”—A* G. 965.

*< In  h e ll th ey  d e lig h t to  pu n ish  and  to rm e n t one a n o th e r ; w hich  
th ey  have th e  a r t  to  accom plish  fa r  beyoud  w h a t is possible in  
th e  body.” —Hid, 965 an d  1322. H av in g  described  th e  p u n ish - 
m e a t of “ laceration ,5”  of “ c o n g lu tin a tio n ,” of the •‘ veil,”  ol
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u d U cerp tion ,”  of M circum robation ,”  ho sa y s :  “ tho  evil sp ir i ts  
t h a t  pu n ish  by  d iscerp tio n , bav e  sa id  i t  so d e lig h ts  th em , th ey  
could go  on p u n ish in g  to  e te rn ity ;  an g els , how ever, th o u g h  
th ey  can n o t re m it p a n ish m e n ts , a re  p re se n t [by  inflaenoe] to  
m o d era te  th em .” Ibid , 955, 956, 957, 960, 962, 964, 5188.

T h e  l i t t l e  l i g h t  t h a t  p e n e t r a t e s  i n t o  t h e  h e l l s  i a  f r o m  
t h e  D i v i n e  S u n ;  b u t  i t  i s  p e r v e r t e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  i r r a 
t i o n a l i t y  o f  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  t h e r e ,  s o  a s  t o  a p p e a r  “  i n  
t h e  l o w e s t  h e l l  [ t h e  a n t i -  “ c e l e s t i a l * ' ]  l i k e  l i g h t  o f  
b u r n i n g  c o a l s ; i n  t h e  m i d d l e  h e l l ,  l i k e  t h e  f l a m e  o f  
w o o d - f i r e  ;  a n d  i n  t h e  h i g h e s t  h e l l ,  l i k e  t h e  l i g h t  o f  
c a n d l e s  ;  a n d  t o  s o m e ,  l i k e  t h e  l i g h t  o f  t h e  M o o n  i n  t h e  
N a t u r a l  W o r l d  b y  n ig h t* * ;—D. P .  1 6 7 .

I t  i s  u s e f u l  t o  r e m e m b e r  t h a t ,  e v e r y t h i n g  u n c l e a n  
a m o n g  m e n  i n  t h e  N a t u r a l  W o r l d ,  b e  i t  s p i r i t u a l  u n c l e a n 
n e s s  o r  p h y s i c a l ,  a t t r a c t s  Q v il  s p i r i t s  j  t h a t  t h e y  d e l i g h t  
t o  b e  w i t h  f o u l  m e n ,  a n d  i n  f o u l  p l a c e s . — A. E . 6 5 9 #

T h e  D iv in e  S u n .
T h e  D i v i n e  S u n  i s  a n  e m a n a t i o n  o f  G o d ’s  d i v i n e  l o v e  

a n d  d i v i n e  w i s d o m .  I t s  a r d o r  i s  i n t e n s e ,  a n d  w o u l d ,  
w i t h o u t  t h e  i n t e r p o s i t i o n  o f  s p i r i t u a l  c l o u d s ,  l i t e r a l l y  b e  
a  “ c o n s u m i n g  f i r e . ”  B e c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  a r d o r ,  t h e  f i r s t  
a n d  t h e  s e c o n d  e m a n a t i o n s  d o  n o t  e n t e r  t h e  H e a v e n s ,  
b u t  a p p e a r  a s  r a d i a n t  b e l t s  a r o u n d  t h e  S u n  (A. C .  7 2 7 0 )  ; 
t h e  t h i r d ,  e n t e r s  t h e  H e a v e n s ,  a n d  i m p a r t ?  h e a t  a u d  
l i g h t ,  o r  l o v e  a n d  w i s d o m ,  t o  t h e  a n g e l s ,  a n d  t o  t h e  
i n t e r i o r s  o f  m e n  i n  t h e  N a t u r a l  W o r l d ,  a n d  c o n t i n u e s  i t s  
c o u r s e  i n t o  t h e  W o r l d  o f  S p i r i t s ,  a n d  e v e n  i n t o  t h e  H e l l s .  
T h e  D i v i n e  S u n  i s  f i x e d ;  c o n s t a n t  i n  t h e  E a s t ;  i n  a n  
e l e v a t i o n  o f  a b o u t  4 5 ° ,  a n d  h a s  n o n e  o f  t h o s e  a p p a r e n t  
c i r c u m v o l u t i o n s  t h a t  t h e  s u n  o f  N a t u r e  h a s ,  w h i c h  p r o 
d u c e  t h e  v a r i o u s  t i m e s  a n d  s e a s o n s  o f  t h e  y e a r .  D. L . §- 
W. 1 0 4 , 6 1 0 .  N i g h t  a n d  r e s t  i n  t h e  S u b j e c t i v e  S t a t e s  a r e  
b r o u g h t  a b o u t  b y  s u b j e c t i v e  c h a n g e s ,  i n a s m u c h  a s  e v e r y  
n e w  a f f e c t i o n  t h a t  a r i s e s  i s  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o 'f  a  n e w  d a y ; 
i t s  c e s s a t i o n ,  o f  a  n e w  n i g h t .  A l t h o u g h  t h e  D i v i n e  S u n  
i s  f i x e d ,  i t  i s  n o t  a l w a y s  v i s i b l e  t o  a l l  t h e  a n g e l s  : t h e  
C e l e s t i a l  a n g e l s  s e e  i t  a l w a y s ,  t b e  S p i r i t u a l  v e r y  o f t e n ,  
a n d  t h e  N a t u r a l ,  s o m e t i m e s .  W h e n  S w e d e n b o r g  s a w  i t ,  
“  i t  a p p e a r e d  o f  t h e  s a m e  s i z e  a s  t h e  s u n  o f  t h e  N a t u r a l  
W o r l d ,  a n d  f i e r y  l i k e  i t ,  o n l y  m o r e  r u d d y . ”  Ibid. 8 5 ;  1 0 4 .  
T h e  d i s t a n c e  b e t w e e n  t h e  D i v i n e  S u n  a n d  t h e  a n g e l s  
d e p e n d s  u p o n  t h e i r  i n t e r i o r  r e c e p t i v e n e s s  o f  d i v i n e  l o v e  
a n d  d i v i n e  w i s d o m  f r o m  t h e  G o a - M a n .  Ibid. 1 0 8 .  I t s  
l i g h t  d i f f e r s  i n  t h e  t h r e e  S u b j e c t i v e  S t a t e s  : i n  t b e  h i g h e s t  
i t  i s  o f  a  r u d d y  f l a m i n g  c o l o r ;  i n  t h e  m i d d l e ,  o f  a  
w h i t e ,  s h i n i n g ;  a n d  i n  t h e  l o w e s t ,  i t  i s  s u c h  a s  t h e  l i g h t  o f  
t h e  S u n  a t  n o o n ,  i n  t h e  N a t u r a l  W o r l d .  T h u s ,  t h e  l i g h t  
o f  t h e  S p i r i t u a l  W o r l d  h a s  n o t h i n g  i n  c o m m o n  w i t h  t h e  
l i g h t  o f  t h e  N a t u r a l  W o r l d  ;  “ t h e y  a r e  a s  d i f f e r e n t  a s  
l i f e  a n d  d e a t h . ”  D. P .  1 6 6 .  A l l  b e y o n d  t h e  D i v i n e  
S u n ,  e v e n  t o  t h e  u t t e r m o s t  d i s t a n c e ,  t h e  n a t u r a l ,  m i n e r a l  
k i n g d o m ,  i s  c r e a t i n g  f r o m  G o d - M a n ,  t h r o u g h  i t .  W h e n  
t h e  h e a t  o f  t h i s  S u n  f lo w s  i u t o  t h e  h e a t  o f  t h e  N a t u r a l

• W o r l d ,  i t  “  p u t s  f o r t h  t h e  e f f e c t ,  a n d  i s  f e l t  i n  t h e  b o d y  a s  
e l e m e n t a r y  b e a t ; y e t  it is the vital heat i n  i t ,  w h i c h  t a k e s  
o r i g i n  f r o m  t h e  l o v e  t h a t  i s  t h e  h e a t  o f  t h e  D i v i n e  S u n . ”  
- 4 ,  C ,  8 8 1 2 .

G od  M a n .
A t  t h e  c e n t r e  o f  t h e  w h o l e  c r e a t i o n  i s  G o d - M a n ,  h i d 

d e n  w i t h i n  H i s  f i r s t  e m a n a t i o n ,  t h e  D i v i n e  S u n .  T h e  
m y s t i c s  o f  o l d  s a i d ,  “ o u r  G o d  i s  a  c o n s u m i n g  f i r e ”  ( Psalm 
c i v : 2 ) ,  a n d  " H e  c o v e r e t h  H i m s e l f  w i t h  l i g h t  a s  
w i t h  a  g a r m e n t ”  ( Eeb. x i i : 2 9 ) ,  a n d  w i t h  g o o d
r e a s o n ;  f o r  G o d - M a n ,  a s  H e  i s  i n  H i m s e l f ,  i s  u n a p 
p r o a c h a b l e  a n d  u n k n o w a b l e : “  T h e  D i v i n e  E s s e ,  o r  G o d  
s u c h  a s  H e  i s  i n  H i m s e l f ,  i s  i m m u t a b l y  t h e  s a m e .  N o t  
t h a t  G o d  i s  s i m p l e  S a m e n e s s ,  b u t  I n f i n i t e ,  t h a t  i s ,  H e  
i s  t h e  s a m e  f r o m  E t e r n i t y  t o  E t e r n i t y .  He is the same 
everywhere, the same with every one;  all variation and 
mutability being in the recipient,  f o r  t h e y  a r e  e f f e c t s  p r o 
d u c e d  b y  t h e  s t a t e  o f  t h e  r e c i p i e n t . ” — P. C. R . 2 5 .  J?. L. 
and W'• 1 2 4 .  “  T h e  G o d h e a d  i s  I n f i n i t e ,  a n d  t h u s ,  i s  b e 
y o n d  a l l  c o m p r e h e n s i o n ,  e v e n  a n  a n g e l i c , ” — A. C . 5 3 2 1 .

(To be continued.)

UNPUBLISHED WRITINGS OF ELIPBLAS LEVL 
( S e c o n d  S e r ie s .)

Y I.
The Creative Power.

T h e  s u b l i m e  p a g e  w i t h  w h i c h  G e n e s i s  b e g i n s  i s  n o t  
t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  a  s i n g l e  f a c t  o n c e  a c c o m p l i s h e d .  I t  i s  t h e  
r e v e l a t i o n  o f  t h e  c r e a t i v e  l a w s  a n d  t h e  s u c c e s s i v e  u n f o l d -  
m e n t s  o f  e x i s t e n c e .  T h e  s i x  d a y s  o f  M o s e s  a r e  s i x  l i g h t s  
o f  w h i c h  t h e  s e v e n t h  i s  s p l e n d o u r .  I t  i s  t h e  g e n e a l o g y  
o f  i d e a s  w h i c h  b e c o m e  f o r m s  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t b e  o r d e r  o f  
t h e  s y m b o l i c a l  a n d  e t e r n a l  n u m b e r s .

O n  t h e  f i r s t  d a y  i s  m a n i f e s t e d  t h e  u n i t y  o f  t h e  f i r s t  
s u b s t a n c e ,  w h i c h  i s  l i g h t  a n d  l i f e ,  a n d  w h i c h  e m e r g e s  
f r o m  t h e  s h a d e s  o f  t h e  u n k n o w n .

O n  t h e  s e c o n d  d a y  a r e  r e v e a l e d  t h e  t w o  f o r c e s  w h i c h  
a r e  t h e  f i r m a m e n t  o r  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  o f  t h e  s t a r s .

O n  t h e  t h i r d ,  t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n  a n d  t h e  u n i o n  o f  c o n t r a r y  
e l e m e n t s  p r o d u c e  f e c u n d i t y  o n  t h e  e a r t h . .

T o  t h e  f o u r t h  M o s e s  a t t a c h e s  t h e  q u a t e r n a r y ,  t r a c e d  
i n  h e a v e n  b y  t h e  f o u r  c a r d i n a l  p o i n t s  i n  t h e  c i r c u l a r  
m o t i o n  o f  t h e  e a r t h  a n d  t h e  s t a r s .

O n  t h e  f i f t h  a p p e a r  t h o s e  w h o  a r e  t o  h a v e  c o m m a n d  
o v e r  t h e  e l e m e n t s ,  t h a t  i s  t o  s a y ,  t h e  l i v i n g  s o u l .

T h e  s i x t h  d a y  b e h o l d s  t h e  b i r t h  o f  m a n  w i t h  t h e  
a n i m a l s  h i s  a u x i l i a r i e s .

O n  t h e  s e v e n t h  d a y  t h e  w h o l e  i s  i n  a c t i o n ,  m a n  a c t s  
a n d  G o d  s e e m s  t o  r e s t .

T h e  d a y s  o f  M o s e s  a ? e  t h e  s u c c e s s i v e  l i g h t s  t h r o w n  
b y  t h e  K a b a l i s t i c  n u m b e r s  o n  t h e  g r e a t  l a w s  o f  n a t u r e ,  
t h e  n u m b e r  o f  t h e  d a y s  b e i n g  t h a t  o f  t h e  r e v e l a t i o n s .

I t  i s  t h e  g e n e s i s  o f  s c i e n c e  m o r e  e v e n  t h a n  t h a t  o f  t h e  
w o r l d .  I t  h a s  t o  r e p e a t  i t s e l f  i n  t h e  m i n d  o f  e v e r y  m a n  
w h o  s e e k s  a n d  w h o  t h i n k s ;  i t  b e g i n s  b y  t h e  a f f i r m a t i o n  
o f  t h e  v i s i b l e  b e i n g ,  a n d  a f t e r  t h e  s u c c e s s i v e  c o n f i r m a 
t i o n  o f  s c i e n c e ,  i t  e n d s  b y  t h a t  r e p o s e  o f  t h e  m i n d  w h i c h  
w e  c a l l  f a i t h .

L e t  u s  i m a g i n e  a  m a n  p l u n g e d  i n  t h e  a b y s s  o f  
s c e p t i c i s m  o r  e v e n  o n e  w h o  h a s  s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  a d o p t e d  

t h e  m e t h o d i c a l  d o u b t  o f  D e s c a r t e s .  “  I  t h i n k  t h e r e f o r e  
I  a m , ”  h i s  m a s t e r  m a k e s  h i m  s a y .  B u t  d o  n o t  l e t  u s  
g o  s o  f a s t  a n d  a s k  h i m  s i m p l y : “  D o  y o u  t h i n k  t h a t  

y o u  e x i s t  ? ”  “  I  b e l i e v e  1 e x i s t , ”  s a y s  t h e  s c e p t i c  a u d
t h u s  h i s  f i r s t  w o r d  i s  o n e  o f  f a i t h .

“  I  t h i n k  I  e x i s t  f o r  i t  s e e m s  t o  m e  I  t h i n k . ”  I f  y o u  
t h i n k  s o m e t h i n g ,  a n d  s o m e t h i n g  s e e m s  t o  y o u ,  t h e r e f o r e  
y o u  e x i s t .  T h e r e f o r e  s o m e t h i n g  e x i s t s ; b e i n g  e x i s t s ,  
b u t  f o r  y o u  a l l  i s  c h a o s ,  n o t h i n g  i s  y e t  m a n i f e s t e d  in  
h a r m o n y  a n d  y o u r  m i n d  f l o a t s  i u  d o u b t  a s  o n  w a t e r .  
I t  s e e m s  t o  y o u  t h a t  y o u  t h i n k .  D a r e  t h e n  t o  a f f i r m  it  
c l e a r l y  a n d  b o l d l y .  Y o u  c a n  d o  s o  i f  y o u  w i l l .  T h o u g h t  
i s  t h e  l i g h t  o f  s o u l s .  D o  n o t  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  t h e  d i v i n e  
p h e n o m e n o n  w h i c h  i s  b e i n g  a c c o m p l i s h e d  i n  y o u .  O p e n  
y o u r  i n n e r  e y e s  a n d  s a y : l e t  t h e r e  b e  l i g h t ! a n d  f o r  
y o u  t h e r e  w i l l  b e  l i g h t .  T h o u g h t  i s  i m p o s s i b l e  i n  
a b s o l u t e  d o u b t ,  a n d  i f  y o u  a d m i t  t h o u g h t  y o u  a d m i t  
t r u t h .  B e s i d e s  y o u  A r e  f o r c e d  t o  a d m i t  B e i n g  s i n c e  
y o u  c a n n o t  d e n y  i t .  T r u t h  i s  t h o  a f f i r m a t i o n  o f  t h a t  
w h i c h  i s ,  a n d ,  i n  s p i t e  o f  y o u r s e l f ,  y o u  m u s t  t a k e  c a r e  t.> 
d i s t i n g u i s h  i t  f r o m  t h e  a f f i r m a t i o n  o f  t h a t  w h i c h  i s  n o t  
o r  f r o m  t h e  n e g a t i o n  o f  t h a t  w h i c h  i s — t h e  t w o  f o r m u l a ?  
o f  e r r o r .

N o w  l e t  u s  g o  b a c k  i n t o  t h e  d a r k n e s s  w h i c h  r e m a i n s .  
Y o u r  i n t e l l e p t u a l  c r e a t i o n  h a s  j u s t  a c c o m p l i s h e d  i t s  f i r s t  
d a y .  L e t  u s  n o w  b e h o l d  a  n e w  d a w n .  B e i n g  e x i s t s  
a n d  B e i n g  t h i n k s .  T r u t h  e x i s t s ,  r e a l i t y  a f f i r m s  i t s e l f ,  
j u d g m e n t  b e c o m e s  n e c e s s a r y — r e a s o n  f o r m s  i t s e l f  a n d  
j u s t i c e  f o l l o w s .

N o w  a d m i t  t h a t  i n  B e i n g  i s  l i f e .  T h i s  n e e d s  n o  
p r o o f .  O b e y  y o u r  i n n e r  s e n s e ,  d o m i n a t e  y o u r  s o p h i s t r i e s  
a n d  s a y : “  I  w i s h  i t  t o  b e  s o  f o r  m e , ”  a n d  i t  w i l l  b e  s o  
f o r  y o u ,  f o r  i n d e p e n d e n t l y  o f  y o u ,  i t  m u s t  b e  s o  a l r e a d y  
a n d  i t  i s .

B u t  l i f e  i s  p r o v e d  b y  m o t i o n .  M o t i o n  a c t s  a n d  i s  
p r e s e r v e d  b y  e q u i l i b r i u m .  E q u i l i b r i u m  i n  m o t i o n  i s  

t h e  r e l a t i v e  p a r t  a n d  e q u a l i t y  i n  t h e  ^ a l t e r n a t e  a n d  c o n 
t r a r y  i m p r e s s i o n  o f  f o r c e .  T h u s  t h e r e  a r e  c o n t r a r y  a n d

jitizi rJZVC
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a l t e r n a t e  p a r t  a n d  d i r e p t j i o n  i n  f o r c e *  S u b s t a n c e  i s  o n e ,  
f o r c e  i s  d o u b l e ,  a n d  t h i s  f o f c e ,  a l t e r c a t e  a n d  d o u J b j e  i n  
i t s  r e c i p r o c a l  i m p r e s s i o n  c o n s t i t u t e s  t h e  f i r m a p i s n t  o r  
t b o  u n i v e r s a l  f o u n d a t i o n  e f  a l l  t h a t  m o v e s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  
t b e  l a w s  o f  u n i v e r s a l  e q u i l i b r i u m .  Y o u  s e e  t h e  a c t i o n  o f  
t h e s e  t w o  f o r c e s  t h r o u g h o u t  n a t u r e *  ^ h e y  r e p e l  a n d  t h e y  
a t t r a c t  j t h e y  c o l l e c t  a n d  t^ h e y  d i s p e r s e ,  y o u  f e e l  t h e m  
y o u r s e l f ,  f o r  y o u  f e e l  y o u  n e e d  t o  a t t r a c t  a n d  t o  r a d i a t e *  
t o  c o n s e r v e  a n d  t o  s p r e a d . ,  l a  y o u  b l i n d  i n s t i n c t s  a r e  
b a l a n c e d  b y  t h e  p r e v i s i o n s  o f  i n t e l l i g e n c e .  T h i s  y o n  c a n 
n o t  d e n y ,  d a r e  t h e n  t o  a ^ r m  i t  a n d  t h i s  w i l l  f o r m  y o u r  
s e c o n d  d a y ,  t h e  r e v e l a t i o n  o f  t h e  b i n a r y .  N o w  d i s t i n 
g u i s h  b o t w e e n  t h e  p o w e r s ,  t h a t  y o u  m a y  b e  t h e  b e t t e r  
a b l e  t o  u n i t e  t h e m ,  t h a t  t h e y  m a r  b e c o m e  r e c i p r o c a l l y  
f r u i t f u l .  W a t e r  t h e  A r i a  g r o u n d  o f  s c i e n c e  w i t h  t h e  
l i v i n g  w a t e r s  o f  l o v e .  T h e  e a r t h  i s  s c i e n c e  w h i c h  i a  
w o r k e d  a n d  i s  l i m i t e d ; f a i t h  i a  i m m e n s e  a s  t h e  s e ^ « .  
W o e  t o  t h o s e  w h o  f e a r  t h e  w a t e r ,  o f  h e a v e n  a n d  w h o  
w o u l d  b i $ e  t h e  e a r t h  b e u e a t k a  b r a z e n  v e i l .  A l l o w  e t e r 
n a l  t o p e s  t o  g e r m i n a t e ,  l e t  $ i u j p l e  b e l i e f s  b l o s s o m *  l e t  

t h e  g r e a t  t r e e s  m o u n t  u p w a y d a .
L o v e  i s  r e v e a l e d  i n ,  n a t u r e  t h r o u g h  h a r m o n y *  T h e  

s a c r e d  t r i a n g l e  c a u s e s  i t ?  l i g h t  t o  s h i n e .  [T h e  n u f n f t e r  
t h r e e  p o m p l e t e s  d i v i n i t y  w h e t h e r  i d e a l  o r  i n  t h e ,
t c a o s c e o d e n t a j i  k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h y s e l f .  T h y  i n t e l l i g e n c e  
h a s  b e c o m e  a  m p t b p r ,  b e c a u s e  i t  h a s  b e e n  f e c u u d a t e f l  o j t  
t h e  £ e r n u p  f$ i£h< . * ( t j

L i f l r n o w  y o u r  e y e s  a n d  c o n t e m p l a t e  t h e  i b e a v e n s .  B e e ; 
t h e  s p l e n d o u r  a n d  t h e  r e g u l a r i t y  o f  t l ? e  s t a r $ . T a k e  t h e  
a s t r o n o m e r * ?  c o m p a s s  a n d  t e l e s c o p e  a n d  r i s e  f r o m  w o n 
d e r  t o  w o n d e r .  . C a l c u l a t e  t h e  r e t u r n  o f  t h e  c o r n e r s  ^ n d  t h e  

d i s t a n c e  o f  t h e  s u n * ,  a l l  t h e s e  m o v e  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e .  
l a w s  o f  jia ^ d m i r a b l q  h i e r a r c h y ,  a l l  t h i s  i m m e n s i t y  f u l l  
o t  w o r l d s ,  a b s o r b s  a n d  s u r p a s s .  $11 ^ b e  e f f q r t a  o f  
h u m a n  i n t e l l i g e n c e  ; i s  i t  t , h e n  w i t h o u t  i n t e l l i g e n c e  ?

T r u e ,  , t h e  s u n s  d o  n o t  g o  w h i t h e r  t h e y  "w ill*  a n d  
t h e  p l a n e t s  d o  n o t ’ g O  b e y o n d ,  t & e i r  p r b i t s .  T h e  h e a v e n s , , 
a r e  a n  i m m e n s e  m a c h i n e ,  w h i c h  m a y  n o t  i n d p e d  W  a b l e  
t o  t h i n k ,  b u t  w h i c h  c e r t a i n l y  r e v e a l s  A n d  p r o d u c e s  
t h o u g h t .  T h e  f o u r  c a r d i n a l  p o i n t s *  t h e  e q u i n o x e s  a n d  
t h e  s o l s t i c e s ,  t h e  z e n i t h  a n d  t h e  n a d i r  s t a n d  a t  t h e i r  
p o s t s  l i k e  s e n t i n e l s  a n d  p r o p o s e  f o r  o u r  s o l u t i o n  a s  a n  
e n i g m a  t h e  l e t t e r s  o f  t h e  n a m e  o f  J e h o v a h ,  o r  t h e  f o u r  
e l e m e n t a r y  a n d  s y m b o l i c a l  f o r t i i s  o f  t h e  a n d i e n t  S p h i n x  
o f  T h e b e s .  B u t  b e f o r e  y o u  l e a r n  ( o  r e a d ,  d a r e  t o  b e l i e v e  ‘ 
a n d  d e c l a r e  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  h i d d e n  t e t f s e i n  t h e s e  w r i t i n g s  
o f  t h e  h e a v e n s ,  a n d  s o  e n d  y o u r  f o u r t h  d a y .

T h e  b i r d  c l e a v e s  t h e  a i r  a s  i t  f i l e d  i n  a n y  d i r e c t i o n  kt 
w i l l . '  I t  c h o o s e s  t h e  t r e e  o r  t h e  w a l l  w h f e f e o n  t o  b u i l d  
i t s  i i e s t  a n d  t h e n  i t  r e s t s  a n d  s i n g s .  I t  s e e k s  f o r  f o o d ,  
i t  n o u r i s h e s  a n d  b r i n g s  u p i t f e  y m m g .  D o e s  i t  t h e n  
t h i n k  6t d o e s  s o m e t h i n g  e l s e  t h i n k  f o r  i t  ? I f  y o u i d o u b t  
t b e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  o f  t h e  w o r l d ,  d o  y 6 u  d o a b f c  t h a t  o f  t h e  
b i r d s ?  I f  t h e  b i r d s  a r e  f r e e  b e n e a t h  a n  e n s l a v e d  s k y ,  
w h o m  d o e s  t h a t  s k y  o b e y  i f  n o t  t h a t . w h i c h  g a v e  
l i b e r t y  t o  t h e  b i r d s  ? B a t  t h e  h e a v e n s  a r e  n o t  e n s l a v e d  
h o t  t m d e r  a d m i r a b l e  l a w s ,  w h i c h  y o u  a r e  a b l e  t o c o t a p r e *  
l w n d  a n d  w h i c h  t h e  s u n s  o b e y  w i t h o u t  n e e d i d g  t o  c o m p n e *  > 
k e n d  t h e m .  Y o u  h a v e  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  o f  t h e  h e a v e n s  
a n d ' s o  a r e  m o r e  i m m e n s e  t b a n  t h e  h e a v e n s  t h e m s e l v e s .  
Y o u  a r e  n o t  t h e i r  c r e a t o r  a u d  m o v e r *  i t  i s 1 a n o t h e r ;  d e n y  
h i m  n b t  o r  y o u  d e n y  y o u r s e l f .  T h e  s t a r  o f  i n t e l l i g e n c e *  
m i s t r e s s  o f  f o r c e s ,  t h e  f i v e - p o i n t e d  s t a r ,  t h e  p e n t a g r a m  
o f  t h e  K a b a l i s t s  a n d  t h e  m i c r o c o s m  o f  t h e  P y t h a g o r e a n s  * 
a p p e a r e d  o n  t h e  f i f t h  d a y *  N o w  y o u  k n o w  t h a t  m a t t e r  
c a n n o t  m o v e  u n l e s s  d i r e c t e d  b y  s p i r i t ,  a n d  y o u  r e q u i r e  
o r d e r  i n  m o t i o n ,  y o u  a r e  a b o u t  t o  u n d e r s t o o d  m a n  a n d  
a s s i s t  a t .  h i s  c r e a t i o n .  B e h o l d  f o r m s  a p p e a r  f o r  a l l  t h e  
f o r c e s  * in  n a t u r e  w h i c h  w e  d r i v e n  b y  t h e  s u p r e m e  a u t o 
n o m y  t o  b e c o m e  t h e m s e l v e s  a u t o n o m o u s  a n d  l iv in g L  A l l  
t h e s e  f o r c e s  w i l l  b e  y o n r  s u b j e c t s  a n d  a l l  t h e s e  f o r m s  a r e  > 
t h e  f i g u r e s  o f  y o u r  t h o u g h t .  L i s t e n  t o  t h e  H o rn ’s  r o a r ,  
a n d  h e a r  t h e  e o h o e s  o f  y o u r  o w n  a n g e r  ! T h e  m a s t o d o n  
a n d  e l e p h a n t  t u r n  y o n r  s w e l l i n g  p r i d e  t o  d e r i s i o n ,  d o  
y o u  w i s h  t o  r e s e m b l e  t h e m  ? M o ,  t h e y  m u s t  b e  t a m e d  . 
t o  y o t i r  u s e  a n d  s e r v i c e *  b u b  t o  i m p o s e  y o n r  p o w e r  u p o n  
t h e m  y o c u  m u s t  f i r s t  t o m e  i n  y o u r s e l f  t h o  T i o e n  o f w h i o h

m a n y  o f  t h e m  a j e  %  If  y o n  a r e  g k t f t a t o r a  a s

T ?  && tyvyPB* • w  t h e  i w r t f  o r
t h i e v i s h  a s  t n e f o x ,  ^ o u  a r e  o u t  a n  a n i m a l  d i s g u i s e d  a s  
a .  w a n .  • K j n g  p 's e  i n  y o u r  d i g n i t y  a n d  p o w e r ;
l e t  o s  m a k e  m a u  I , I  w o u l d  b e  a  m a n / ’ a n d  y e *
^ i l l  b e  w h a t  y o u  w ify ,  f y r & o d j w o o l d  t h a t  y o u  s h o u l d  b e  
a  m a n ,  b u t  h e  a w a i t s  c o n s e n t  b p p a u s e  h e  c h e a t e d  y o u  

f r e e , ,  a u d  w h y  ?  B e c a u s ^ e v e r y  m o n a r c h ,  m u s t  b e  a e o W m -  
e d  a n d  p r o c l a i m e d  b y  ' l i i s  p e e r s .  L i b e r t y  a lo tn e  o a n  
c o m p r e h e n d  a n d  h o i ^ o r  d i r i u e  p o w e r ,  t h u s  G o d  n e o d a  t h i s  
g r e a t  d i g n i t y  i n  m a n ,  j t h ^ t  m a a  m a y ,  b e ) c a p a b l e  o f  p q y i t a g  
G o d  l e g i t i m a t e  a a o r a t y n . .

.. ■■■
• A . B S W I W B E B  L IF E .
(At ndr¥attd ty a Quill-Pen).

I t  w a s  a  c h i l l y ,  d a r k ,  n i g h t ,  i i i  S e p t e m b e r ,  1 8 8 4 . ,  A  
h e a v y  g l o o m  h a d  d e s d e n d e d  o V e r  t h e  s t r e e t s  o f  E l b « r f e l d ,  
a n d  w a s  h a n g i n g  l i f e  a 1 b l a c k  f n n e r a l - p a l l  o v e r  t h e  d u l l  
f a c t o r y  t o w n .  T h e  g r e a t e r  n u m b e r  o f  i t s  i n h a b i t a n t s ,  
■ fre a ry  a f t e r  ( j h e i r  l o n g ^ d a j f a  w o r k ,  h a d  r e t i r e d  h o u r s  
B e f o r e  t o  s t r e t c h  t h e i r  t i r e d  l i m b s  a n d  l a y  t h e i r  a c h i n g  
h e a d s  o n  t h e i r  p i l l o w s .  A l l  ‘w a ^ > q u i e t  i n  t h e  l a r g e  
h o u s e ,  a l l  q t r i e t  "frj th < j ' d e s o r t e d  s t r e e t s .

I  w a s  l y i n g  i n  m y ,  b e d  t o o ;  a l a s ,  n o t  o n e  o f  r e s t ,  b u t  
o f  p a i n  a n d  s i c k n e s s ;  & n d  t o  w h i c h  X h a d  b e e n  c o n f i n e d  
fb fr  s o m e  d a y s , ’ V .

S o  s ^ f l l  w a s  e v e i y t T i i ' f l g  i n  t h e  h o u s e ,  t h a t  a a  L o n g - , 
f e l l o w  h a s  i t ,  i t r f  s t m n e s s  s e e m e d  a l m o s t  a u d i b l e .  1 
c o u l d  p l h i h ? y  I f e a l l i A e T n 'u r m u r  o f  m y  b t o o d ,  a s  i t  r u s h e d  
t h r o u g h '  t l i e  a c h i n g  w a y ,  r i r o d i i c i n g  t h a t  m o n o t o n o u s  
A i g i n g  i i i  t h f t  e a t e ,  f e d 'f t i m i n a r  t d  p n e  w h o  i s  l i s t B i j i i n g  

s i l e n c e .  T H a d  w k t f c h e u i f c  u n t i l  i t . g r e w  i n m y . n e r y o n #  
i m a g i n a t i o n '^  i n t o  t h a  b o u n d s  o f  a  d i s t a n t  o a t a r a o f c ,  t u e , 
f a l l  o f W a t f e r ^ . . ° . . . . . w h c n ,  s u d d e n l y  c h a n g i n g , i t s  
c h a r a c t e r ,  IffiB e v e T ^ r o W i i l g  ‘ ‘ a i r l g i n g ”  m o r ^ j e d  i u t o ,  a n d  

W a s  d r o w n e d  b y , ' d t n ^  f a r ' itj.bte w e l c o . i n e  . s o p p d s ,  , I t  
W a s  t h e  l o w ,  s c a r t e l / a t i d i b l e  w h i s p e r  o f  l i p s  m a d e b o l y  

, b y  t h e  d a i l y  a n d  n i g h t l y  i n t e r c o u r s e  t h r o u g h o u t  l o n g  
y e a r s ; a  v o i c e ' ‘f & t t tm t t f  a n d  w e l c o m e  e v e r ;  d o u b l y  s o ,  
d a r i n g  m e m e n t o  o f»  i f d n t a ) ,  o f *  b o d i l y ,  s u f f e r i n g ,  s i n c e  
i t  a l w a y s  T a r i n g s  w i t h - i t ;  l o p s  a n d  o 6 n s o l a t i o n .

“ C o u r a g e  I”  i t  w h i s p e r e d  i n  s w e e t ,  m e l l o w  t o n e s .  
T h i n k  o f  t h e  d a y s  a t  E l b e r f e l d ,  a n d .  t r y  t o  a d d  t o  t h e m  
t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  a  n i g h t  i o  t h a t  d t y — L e t  t h e  n a r r a t i v e  
o f  a  s t r o n g  l if ^ i ,  t h a t  w i l l  i n t e r e s t  y o u ,  h e l p  t o ' s h o r t e n  
t h e  h o u r s  o f  s u f f e r i n g . . , G i v e  i t  y o u r  a t t e n t i o n — L o o k  
y o n d e r  b e f o r e . y o u  ! . .

“  Y o n d e r ” — w e r e  t h e  c l e a r ,  l a r g o  w i n d o w s  o f  a u  e m p t y  
h o u s e  a c r o s s  t h e  n a r r o w  s t r e e j t  o l a  G e r m a n  t o w n . . T h e y  
f a c e d  m y  o w n  i n  a l m o s t  a  s t r a i g h t  l i n e  a c r o s s  t h e  s t r e e t .  

M y  b e d  f a e e d  t h o s e  w i n d o w * ;  f t n d  a s ,  o b e d i e n t  t o  t h e  
s u g g e s t i o n ,  I  g l a n c e d  a t '  tb f c i r i  a c r o s s  t h e  w a y ,  W h a t  I  
s a w  m a d e  m e .  f o r g e t  f o r  t i m e  b e i n g  t h e  p a i n  a n d  
a g o n y  o f  a  r b e m n a t i c a l  s w o l l e n  a r m  a n d  b o d y .

A  m i s t  w a s  c r e e p i n g  o v e r  t b e & i ; a  d e n s e  h e a v y ,  
s e r p e n t i n e ,  w h i t i s h  m i s t ,  t i h a t  l o o k e d  l i k e  t h e  h u g e  
s h a d o w  o f  a i g i g a n t i e  b o a  u n c o i l i n g  o A  t h e  o p p o s i t e  w i n 
d o w s  a n d  w a l l  t g r a d u a l l y  H  d i s d p p e a ^ e d  l e a v i n g  a  l u s t r o u s  
l i g h t  b e h i n d ,  s o f t  a n d  . s i l v e r y ,  a s  t h o u g h  t h e  w i n d o w -  
p a n e s  b e h i n d  i t  r e f l e c t e d  a  t h o u s a n d  m e o n - b e a m s ,  a  
t r o p i c a l  s t a r l i t  s k y — f i r s t  f r o m  t h e  o a t s i d e ,  t h e n  f r o m  
w i t h i n  t h a  e m p t y  r o o m s .  T b e n  L s a W  t h e  m i s t  e l o n g a t *  
i n g  i t s e l f  a n d  t b o w i n g a  f a i r y  b r i d g e  a c r o s s  t h e  s t r e e t ,  
f r b m  t h e  b e w H e b e d  w i n d o w s  t o  i n y  © w n  b a l c o n y — n a y ,  t o  
m y  o w n  b ^ d  l  A s  I  k e p t  k t o k i v g  o fa ,  t h e  w a l l  a n d  w i n 
d o w s  o f  t h e  o p p o s i t e  h o d « e  s n d d e n f y  v a n i s h e d .  T h e  
g p e s e  x n x s u p ie d  b y  t h e  e m p t y  r o o m s  h a d  c h a n g e d  i n t o  
t h e  i n t e r i o r  v i e w  o f  a n o t h e r  s m a l l e r ' ' r o o m  i n  w h a t  I  
kuewto b e  a  S w i s s  chdlet-̂ hito a  s t ^ d y ,  V i t h  i t s  o l d ,  d a r k  

w a l l s  c o v e r e d '  f r o m  c e i l i n g  t o  f l o o r ‘ w i t h  b o o k - s h e l v e s  
a n d  a n t i q u a t e d  f o l i o s  ;  a n d  a  ltitfg e>  o l d  f a s h i o n e d  w r i t i n g  
d e s k  i n  t n e  c e u t a r e  o f  t h e  s t o d y  a l l  c o r 'e r e d  w i t h  m a n u 
s c r i p t s  a d d  w r i t i n g  m a t e r i a l s .  S i t t i n g  a t  i t ,  q u i l l - p e n  
i n  h a n d ,  m a p  a n  o l d  m a n ;  a  g r i  t o - l o o k i n g ,  s k e l e t o n 
l i k e  p e r s o n a g e ,  w i t h  a  f a o e a o  ^ y n , < e o  p a l e  » n d  y e l l o w ,  
t t i s t ' t i i a  ^ g b t  o f  t h e  s o l i t a r y  l i t t l e  s t a & ie n b  b  l a m p ,  t h r e w



t w o  s i n n i n g  s p o t s  b n  t h e  l i i r i i  c h e e k - b o n e s  o f  h i s t 
e m a n a t e d  f a c e  W h i c h  l o o k e d  a s ' t h o u g h  i t  w a s  c u t  i n  o l d

i v o r y .
A s  I  w a 9  t r y i n g 1 t o  g e t  a  b e t t e r  v i e w  o f  h i m  b y ;  

s l o w l y  r a i s i n g  m y s e l f  t i p o t i  m y  p i l l o w j a ,  t h e  w h o l e  v i s i o n — 1 
c h a l e t  a n d  s t u d y ,  d e s k ,  b o o k s ,  a n d  s c r i b e — s e e m e d  16 
f l i c k e r  a n d  m o t e .  O i l c e  s e t  i n  m o t i o n ,  i t  a p p r o a c h e d  
m e  n e a r e r  a n d  n e a r e r ,  u n t i l ,  g l i d i n g  n o i s e l e s s l y  a lo n g *  t h e  
f l e e c y  b r i d g e  o f  c l o u d s  a c r o s s  t h e  s t r e e t — i t  f l o a t e d *  
t h r o u g h  my c l o s e d  w i n d o w s  i n d  w a l l  i n t 6  m y  r o o m
a n d  . s e t t l e d  f i n a l l y  b e s i d e  m y  b e d ...........  “ Listen to'
what he thinks and is going io iorite” — s a i d  s o o t h 
i n g l y  t h e  s a m e  f a m i l i a r ,  f a r  o f f  v o i c e . — T h u s ,  y o u  
w i l l  h e a r  a  n a r r a t i v e , t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  w h i c h  m a y  h e l p  t o  

s h o r t e n  t h e  l o n g  a l e e p l e s a  h o u r s ,  a n d  m a y  e v e n  m a k e  y o n  
f o r g e t  f o r  a  w h i l e  y o u r  v e r y  p a i n . . . T r y . r

I  t r i e d ,  d o i n g  a s  I  w a s  b i d .  I  c e n t r e d  a l l  m y  a t t e n 
t i o n  o n  t h a t  s o l i t a r y ,  l a b o r i o u s  f i g u r e  t h a t  I  s a w  b e f o r e  
m e , 1 w h i c h  s a w  m e  n o t .  A t  f i r s t ,  t h e  n o i s e  o f  t h e  q u i l l i  
p e n  w i t h  w h i c h  t h e  a p p a r i t i o n  vvap  w r i t i n g  s u g g e s t e d  t o  
m y  m i n d  n o t h i u g  b e t t e r  t h a n  t h e  w h i s p e r e d ,  l o w  m u r m u r ,  
o f  a  n o n d e s c r i p t  n a t u r e .  T h e n ,  g r a d u a l l y ,  m y  e a r  c a u g h t  
t h e  i n d i s t i n c t  w o r d s  o f  a  f a i n t  a n d  d i s t a n t  v o i c e ,  a n d  I  
t h o u g h t  t h a t  t h e  f i g u r e  b e n d i n g  b e f o r e  m e  o v e r  i t s  
m a n u s c r i p t  w a s  r e a d i n g  a l o u d  i t s  t a l e  i n s t e a d ,  o f  w r i t i n g  
i t .  B u t  1  s o o n  f o u n d  o u t  m y  e r r o r .  I  c a u g h t  s i g h t  o f  
t h e  o l 4  s c r i b e s  f a c e  a n d  s a w  a t  a  g l a n c e  t h a t  h i a  c o m p r e s s 
e d  l i p s  w e r e  m o t i o n l e s s ,  t h e  v o i c e  4 o o  t h i n  a n d  s h r i l l  t o  
b e  his voice. A t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  I  s a w  a t  e v e r y  w o r d  
t r a c e d  b y  t h e  o l d  f e e b l e  h a n d ,  a  l i g h t  f l a s h i n g  f r o m  u n d e r  
h i s  q u i l l - p e n ,  a  s p a r k  t h a t  b e c a m e  a s  i n s t a n t a n e o u s l y  a  
s o u n d ,  o r ,  b e c a m e  s o  t o  m y  i n q e r  p e r c e p t i o n s — w h i c h

t h e  s a m e  t h i n g .  I t  w a s  i n d e e d  t h e  s m a l l  v o i c e  o f  t h e  
q u i l l  t h a t  I  h e a r d ,  t h o u g h  s c r i b e  a n d  p e n ,  w e r e  p e r -  
c h a n c e ,  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  h u n d r e d s  o f  m i l e s  a w a y  f r o m  G e r m a n y .  
S u c h  t h i n g s  w i l l ,  a n d  d o ,  h a p p e n  o c c a s i o n a l l y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  
d u r i n g  n i g h t ,  i n  w h o s e  “ s t a r r y  a h a d e M B y r o n  t e l l s  
u s  w e —

“...Learn t h e  language of another world...”
A n y h o w ,  e v e r y  w o r d  u t t e r e d  b y  t h e  q u i l l  I  r e m e m 

b e r e d  d a y s  a f t e r .  N o r  h a d  I  a n y  g r e a t  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  
r e t a i n i n g  t h e m ,  a s  w h e n  I  s a t  d o w n  t o  r e c o r d  t h e  s t o r y ,
I  f o u n d  i t  i m p r e s s e d ,  a s  u s u a l *  w i t h  i n d e l i b l e  m a t e r i a l s  
o n  t h e  a s t r a l  t a b l e t s  b e f o r e  m y  i n n e r  e y e

I  h a v e  b u t  t o  c o p y  i t ,  a n d  g i v e  i t  a s  I  r e c e i v e d  i t .
I  f a i l e d  t o  l e a r n  t h e  h a m e o f  t h e  u n k n o w n  n o c t u r n a l  w r i t e r .  
F o r  t h o s e  w h o  p r e f e r  t o  r e g a r d  t h e  w h o l e  s t o r y  a s  a  m a d e -  • 
u p  o n e  f o r  t h e  o c c a s i o n ,  p e r c h a n c e  a  d r e a m ,  i t s  i n c i d e n t s  , 
I  h o p e  w i l l  p r o v e  n o n e  t h e  l e s s  i n t e r e s t i n g .

. . . M y  b i r t h - p l a c e  i s  a , s m a l l  m o u n t a i n  h a m l e t .  A  
c l n s t e r  o f  S w i s s  c o t t a g e s  h i d d e n  d e e p  i n  a  s u n n y  n o o k  
b e t w e e n  t w o ,  t u m b l e - d o w n  g l a c i e r s  a n d  a  p e a k  c o v e r e d  
w i t h  e t e r n a l  s n o w s .  T h i t h e r ,  t h i r t y - s e v e n  y e a r s  a g o ,  ; 
I  h a d  r e t u r n e d — a  c r i p p l e  m e n t a l l y  a n d  p h y s i c a l l y —  
t o  d i e .  T h e  i n v i g o r a t i n g ,  p u r e  a i r  o f  m y  b i r t h - p l a c e  
d e c i d e d  o t h e r w i s e  : Z a m  $ t i l l  a l i v e ;  p e r h a p s  l e f t  f o r  t h e  
p u r p o s e  o f  g i v i n g  e v i d e n o e  t o  f a c t s  I  h a d  k e p t  p r o f o u n d l y  
s e c r e t  f r o m  a l l — a  t a l e  o f  h o r r o r  I  w o u l d  r a t h e r  c o n c e a l  
t h a n  r e v e a l .  T h e  r e a s o n  . f o r  s u c h  u n w i l l i n g n e s s  o n  m y  
p a r t ,  i s  d u e  t o  m y  e a r l y  e d n o a t i o n  a u d  s u b s e q u e n t  e v e n t s  
t h a t  g a v e  t h e  l i e  t o  m y  m o s t  c h e r i s h e d  p r e j u d i c e s .  
S o m e  p e o p l e  m i g h t  b e  i n c l i n e d  t o  r e g a r d  t h e s e  e v e n t s  
a s  P r o v i d e n t i a l ,  I ,  w h o  b e l i e v e  i n  n o  P r o v i d e n c e  a n d  
y e t  a m  u i m b l e  t o  a t t r i b u t e  t h e m  t o  m e r e  c h a n c e — I  
c o n n e c t  t h e m  i n  t h e i r  c e a s e l e s s  e v o l u t i o n  o f  e f f e c t s  
e n g e n d e r e d  b y  c e r t a i n  d i r e c t  c a u s e s  w i t h  o n e  p r i m a r y  

a n d  f i r s t  c a u s e ,  f r o m  w h i c h  e n s u e d  a l l  t h a t  f o l l o w e d : a  
f e e b l e  o l d  m a n .  J t  i s  t h e s e  r e s u l t s  t h a t  f u r n i s h  m e  w i t h  
a u  a d d i t i o n a l  p r o o f  o f  t h e  a c t u a l  e x i s t e n c e  o f  o n e ,  w h o m  
I  w o u l d  f a i n  r e g a r d — o h  t h a t  I  c o u l d  d o * o  1— a s  a  c r e a 
t u r e  b o r n  o f  m y  f a n c y ,  t b e  e v a n e s c e n t  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  a  * 
f e v e r i s h  h o r r i d  d r e a m !  i t  i s  t h a t  p a r a g o n  o f a l l  t h e  v i r ^  
t u e s  w h o  e m b i t t e r e d  m y .  w h o l e  l i f e  ;  w h o ,  p u s h i n g  m e  
v i o l e n t l y  o u t  o f  t h o  m o n o t o n o u s :  b u t  s e c u r e  g r o o v e  c f  
d a i l y  h f e ,  w a s  t h o  f i r s t  fa) f c n v e . n p o n  m e  t b e  c e r t i t n t t e  o f

a  l i f e  h ^ e a f t e r ,  t h u s  a d d i n g  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  h o r r o r  t o  

t h i s  o n e . 11
‘ W i t h  a  v i e w  t o  a o l e a r e t  c o m p r e h e n s i o n  o f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,  

I  m h s t  i n t e r r u p t  t h e s e  r e c o l l e c t i o n s  b y  s a y i n g  a  f e w  
w o r d s  i b o u t  m y s e l f .

B a i r n  i n  S w i t z e r l a n d ,  o f  F r e n c h  p a r e n t s ,  w h o  c e n t r e d  
t h e  w h o l e  w o r l d - w i s d o m  i n  t h e  l i t e r a r y  t r i n i t y  o f  
V o l t a i r e ,  S. J .  I t o u s s e a u  a n d  d 'H o l b a c h ,  a n d  e d u c a t e d  
i n  a  G e r m a n  u n i v e r s i t y , !  g r e w  u p  a  t h o r o u g h  m a t e r i a l i s t ,  
& confirmed a t h e i s t .  I  c o u l d  h a v e  n e v e r  e v e n  p i c t u r e d  
t b  m y s e l f  a n y  b e i n g s — l e a s t  o f  a l l  a  B e i n g , — a b o v e  o r  
e v e n  o u t s i d e  o ?  v i s i b l e  n a t u r e ,  a s  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  f r o m  h e r  ;  
h e n c e  I  r e g a r d e d  e v e r y t h i n ?  t h a t  c o u l d  n o t  b e  b r o u g h t  
u n d e r  t h e  s t r i c t  a n a l y s i s  o f  p h y s i c a l  s e n s e s  a s  a  m e r e  
c h i m e r a .  A  s o u l — I  a r g u e d — e v e n  s u p p o s i n g  m a n  h a s  
o n e ,  m u s t  b e  m a t e r i a l .  O r i g t e n 's  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  incorporeus—  
t h e  e p i t h e t  g i v e n  b y  h i m  t o  h i s  G o d — s i g n i f i e s  a  s u b 
s t a n c e  o n l y  m o r e  s u b t i l e  t* h a n  t h a t  o f  p h y s i c a l  b o d i e s ,  
a n d  o f  w h i t h ,  a t  b e s t ,  w e  c a n  f o r m  n o  d e f i n i t e  i d e a ,  H o w  
t h e n  c a n  t h a t ,  o f  w h i c h  o u r  s e n s e s  c a n n o t  e n a b l e  u s  t o  
g e t  a n y  c l e a r  k n o w l e d g e ,  h o w  c a n  t h a t  m a k e  i t s e l f  v i s i b l e  
o r  p r o d u c e  a n y  t a n g i b l e  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  ?  A s  a  r e s u l t ,  
t h e  t a l e s  d f  n a s c e n t  s p i r i t u a l i s t  w e r e  r e c e i v e d  b y  rn e r 
w i t h  a  f u e l i n g  o f  u t m o s t  c o n t e m p t ,  a n d  t h e  o v e r t u r e s  
r a 4 d e  b y  s o i h e  p r i e s t s  w i t h  d e r i s i o n ,  o f t e n  a k i n  t o  a n g e r .  
T h e : l a t t e r  f e e l i n g  h a s  n e v e r  a b a n d o n e d  m e .

I n  t h e  e i g h t h  A c t  o f  h i s  “ Thoughts,” P a s c h a l c o n f e s s e s '  
t o  a  m o s t  c o m p l e t e  i n c e r t i t u d e  u p o n  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  G o d .  
D u r i n g  t h e  w h o l e  o f  m y  l i f e  I  p r o f e s s e d  a  c o m p l e t e  
certitude a s  t o  t h e  n o n - e x i s t e n c e  o f  a n y  s u c h  e x t r a -  
c o s m i c  b e i n g ,  a n d  r e p e a t e d  w i t h  t h a t  g r e a t  t h i n k e r  t h e  
m e m o r a b l e  w o r d s  i n  w h i c h  h e  t e l l s  u s  :

** I  h a v e  e x a m i n e d ,  i f  t h i s  G o d  o f  w h o m  a l l  t h e  w o r l d  
s p e a k s  m i g h t  n o t  h a v e  l e f t  s o m e  m a r k s  o f  h i m s e l f .  I  
l o o k  e v e r y w h e r e ,  a n d  e v e r y w h e r e  I  s e e  n o t h i n g  b u t  
o b s c u r i t y .  N a t u r e  o f f e r s  m e  n o t h i n g  t h a t  m a y  n o t  b e  a  

m a t t e r  o f  d o u b t  a n d  i n q u i e t u d e . "

N o r  h a v e  I  f o u n d ,  t o  t h i s  d a y ,  a n y t h i n g  t h a t  m i g h t  
h a v e  u n s e t t l e d ,  m e  i n  p r e c i s e l y  t h e  s a m e  b u t  s t i l l  
s t r o n g e r  f e e l i n g s .  I  h a v e  n e v e r  b e l i e v e d ,  n o r  e v e r  s h a l l  
b e l i e v e  i n  a  S u p r e m e  B e i n g .  A s  t o  t h e  p h e n o m e n a  p r o 
c l a i m e d  f a r  a n d  w i d e  i n  t h e  E a s t  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  p o w e r s  
o f  m a n ,  p o t e n t i a l i t i e s  s o  d e v e l o p e d  i n  s o m e  p e r s o n s  a s  
t o  m a k e  v i r t u a l l y  g o d s  o f  t h e m — I  l a u g h  in o  m o r e  a t  
t h e s e .  M y  w h o l e ,  b r o k e n  l i f e ,  i s  a  p r o t e s t  a g a i n s t  a n y  

s u c h  f u r t h e r  n e g a t i o n .

O w i n g  t o  a n  u n f o r t u n a t e  l a w - s u i t ,  a t  t h e  d e a t h  o f  m y  
p a r e n t s ,  I  l o s t  t h e  g r e a t e r  p a r t  o f  m y  f o r t u n e ,  a n d  h a d  
r e s o l v e d — r a t h e r  f o r  . t h o s e  I  l o v e d  b e s t  t h a n  f o r  m y  
o w n  s a k e — t o  m a k e  o n e  f o r  m y s e l f .  M y  e l d e r  s i s t e r ,  
w h o m  I ;  a d o r e d ,  h a d  m a r r i e d  a  p o o r  m a n .  I  accepted 
t h e  o f f e r  o f  a  r i c h  H a m b u r g  f i r m  a u d  s a i l e d  f o r  J a p a u ,  

a §  i t s  j u n i o r  p a r t n e r .

F o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  m y  b u s i n e s s  w e n t  o n  s u c c e s s f u l l y .  
I  g o t  i n t o  t h e  c o n f i d e n c e  o f  f a f c n y  i n f l u e n t i a l  J a p a n e s e ,  
t h r o u g h  w h o s e  p r o t e c t i o n  I w a s  e n a b l e d  t o  t r a v e l  i n t o ,  
a n d  p e r f o r m  b u s i n e s s  i n ,  m a n y  l o c a l i t i e s  t h a t ,  i n  t h o s e  
d a y s  e s p e c i a l l y ,  w e r e  n o t  e a s i l y  o p e n e d  t o  f o r e i g n e r s .  
I n d i f f e r e n t  t o  e v e r y  r e l i g i o n ,  I  b e c a m e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  
p h i l o s o p h y  o f  B u d d h i s m ,  t h e  o n l y  r e l i g i o u s  s y s t e m ,  I  
t h o u g h t ,  w o r t h y  o f  b e i n g  c a l l e d  p h i l o s o p h i c a l .  T h u s ,  
i n  m y - m o m e n t s  o f  l e i s u r e ,  I  v i s i t e d  t h e  m o s t  r e m a r k a b l e  
t e m p l e s  o f  J a p a n ,  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  a n d  c u r i o u s  o f  
t h e  n i n e t y ^ s i x  B u d d h i s t  M o n a s t e r i e s  o f  K i o t o .  I  h a v e  
e x a m i n e d  i n  t u r n .  D a y - B o o t z o o ,  w i t h  i t s  g i g a n t i c  
b e l l  ; T z e o n e n e ,  E n a r i n o  Y a s s e r o ,  K i e - m i s o o ,  H i g a -  
d z i - H o n g - V o n s i ,  a n d  m a n y  o t h e r  f a m o u s  t e m p l e s .

S e v e r a l  y e a r s  p a s s e d  a w a y ,  a n d  d u r i n g  t h a t  w h o l e  
p e r i o d  I  h a d  n o t  b e e n  c u r e d  o f  m y  s c e p t i c i s m ,  n o r  d i d  
I  e v e r  c o n t e m p l a t e  t o  h a v e  m y  o p i n i o n  o n  t h i s  s u b j e c t  
a l t e r e d .  I  d e r i d e d  t h e  p r e t e n s i o n s  o f  t h e  J a p a n e s e  
b o n z e s  a n d  a s c e t i c s ,  a s  I  h a d  t h o s e  o f  C h r i s t i a n  p r i e s t s  
a n d  E u r o p e a n  S p i r i t u a l i s t s .  I  c o t a l d  n o t  b e l i e v e  i n  t h e  
a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  p o w e r s  u n k n o w n  t o ,  a n d  n e v e r  s t u d i e d  b y ,  
t h e  xnen o f  s c i e n c e ;  h e n c e  I  s c o f f e d  a t  a l l  s u c h  i d e a s .  
T h e  s u p e r s t i t i o u s  a n d  a t r a b i l i o u s  B u d d h i s t s ,  t e a c h i n g  u s



t o  s h u n  t h e  p l e a s u r e s  o f  l i f e ,  t o  f r a t  l o  r o u t  o n e ’s  p a s s i o n s ,  

t o  r e n d e r  o n e s e l f  i n s e n s i b l e  a l i k e  t o  h a p p i n e s s  a n a  
s u f f e r i n g ,  h i  o r d e *  t o  a c q u i r e  s u c h  c h i m e r i c a l  p o w e r * —  
s e e m e d  s u p r e m e l y  r i d i c u l o u s  i n  m y  e y e s .

I  h a d  m a d e  t h o  a c q u a i n t a n c e ,  a t  t h e  f o o t  o f  t h e  g o t d e r i  
K w o n - o n  o f  a  v e n e r a b l e  a n d  E a r n e d  b e n j t e ,  o n e  n a m e d  
T a m o o r a -  H i d e y e r i ,  W h o  h a d  s i n c e  t h e n  b e c o m e  m y  
b e s t  a n d m o s t  t r u s t e d  f r i e n d !  '

B u t  m y  r e b o o t e d ' f r i e n d  w a fc  a s  m e 6 k  r i n d !f o ¥ g $ v i n g  &  
h e  w a s  e r u d i t e  a n d  w i s e ,  i t e  n e v e r  o n c e  r e s e n t e d  'm y  
i m p a t i e n t  s a r c a s m s ,  o n l y  b i d d i n g  m e  t o  w a i t  a n d  s e d .

H o  b e l o n g e d  t o  t h e  t e m p l e  o f  I ’z i - o n e n e ,  a  B u d *  
d h i s t  m o n a s t e r y  a s  f a m o u s  t h r o u g h o u t  T i b e t  a n d  
C h i n a  a 9  i n  a l l  J a p a n .  N o n e  o t h e r  i s  s o  v e n e r a t e d  i n  
K i o t o .  I t s  m o n k s  b e l o n g  t o  t h e  s e c t  o f  D z e n o - d o o ,  a n d  
a r e  c o n s i d e r e d  a s  t h e  , m o s t  l e a r n e d  a m o n g ,  t h e  m a n y  
e r u d i t e  f r a t e r n i t i e s .  T h e y  a r e ,  m o r e o v e r ,  c l o s e l y  c o n 
n e c t e d ,  a n d  a l l i e d  w i t h  t h e  Yama-booaiy ( t h e  a s c e t i c s ,  
o r  “  h e r m i t s ” )  w h o  f o j l o w  t h e  d o c t r i n e s  o f  L a o - t z e .

B u t ,  t h e  m o r e  I  a d m i r e d  a n d  l e a r n e d  t o  l o v e  h i m  

p e r s o n a l l y ,  t h e .  l e s p  I ,  o o u l d g e t  r e c o n c i l e d  t o  h i s  w i l d  
i d e a s  a b o u t  s o m e  p e o p l e  a c q u i r i n g  s u p e r n a t u r a l  p o w e r s ,  
I  f e l t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  d i s g u s t e d  w i t h  h i s  r e v e r e n c e  f o r  t h e  
Yamaboosi, t h e  r e l i g i o n s  a l l i e s  o f  a l l  t h e  B u d d h i s t  s e c t *  
i n  t h e  c o u n t r y .  T h e n ?  c l a i m s  t o  t h e  “  m i r a c u l o u s ” . w e r e  
6 i m p l y  o d i o u s  t o  m y  . m a t e r i a l i s t i c  n o t i o n s .  I n d e e d ,  t o  
h e a r  e v e x y  J a p  o f  m y  a c q u a i n t a n c e  a t  K i o t o — e v e n  t o  m y  
o w n  p a j r t p e r j  t h e  m p s t  s h r e w d  o f  a l l  t h e  m e n  o f  b u s i n e s s  1  
c a m e  a c r o s s  i n  t b e  E a s t — m e n t i o n i n g  t h e s e  f o l l o w e r s  o i  
L a o - t e e  w i t h  d o w n c a s t  e y ^ a ,  r e v e r e n t i a l l y  f o l d e d  h a n d s  
a n d  a f f i r m a t i o n s  t o  t h e i r  “  g r e a t ”  a n d  “ w o n d e r f u l ’? 
g i f t s — w a s  m o r e  t h a n  I  w a s  p r e p a r e d  t o  p a t i e n t l y  b e a r  
i n  t h o s e  d a y s ! A n d  w h o  w e r e  t h e y ,  a f t e r  a l l ,  t h o s e  
g r e a t  mugvctam w i t h  t h e i r  r i d i c u l o u s  p r e t e n s i o n s  t o  
tupra-mundane k n o w l e d g e ;  t h o s e  “  h o l y  b e g g a r s , ”  
w h o ,  a s  I  t h e n  t h o u g h t ,  d w e l l  p u r p o s e l y  i n  t h e  r e c e s s e s  
o f  u n f r e q u e n t e d  m o u n t a i n s  a n d  u n a p p r o a c h a b l e  c r a g g y  
s t e e p s  t o  a f f o r d  n o  c h a n c e  t o  t h e  c u r i o u s  i n t r u d e r s  t o  
f i n d  o u t  a n d  w a t c h  t h e m  i n  t h e i r  o w n  d e n s  ?. S i m p l y —  
i m p u d e n t  furtune-teil&re, J a p a n e s e  g y p s i e s  w h o  s e l l  
c h a r m s  a n d  t a l i s m a n s ,  a n d  n o  b e t t e r !  I n  a n s w e r  t o  
t h o s e  w h o  s o u g h t  t o  a s s u r e  m e ,  t h a t ,  i f  t h e  Y a m a b o o s i  
l e a d  a  m y s t e r i o u s  l i f e ,  a d m i t t i n g  n o  p r o f a n e  o n e  t o  t h e i r  
s e c r e t s ,  t h a t  t h e y  s t i l l  d o  a c c e p t  p u p i l s ,  h o w e v e r  d i f f i c u l t  
f o r  o n e  t o  b e c o m e  t h e i r  d i s c i p l e ,  a n d  t h a t  t h u s  t h e y  d o  

h a v e  l i v i n g  w i t n e s s e s  t o  t b e  g r e a t  p u r i t y  a n d  s a n c t i t y  o f  
t h e i r  l i v e s — i a  a n s w e r  t<? t h e i r  a n i m a t i o n s  I  o p p o s e d  
n e g a t i o n  a n d  s t o p d  f i r m l y  b y  it*  I  i n s u l t e d  b o t h  m a s t e r s  
a n d  p u p i l s ,  c l a s s i n g  t h e m  u n d e r  t h e  s a m e  c a t e g o r y ,  t h a t  
o f  f o o l s ,  w h e n ,  n o t  k n a v e s .  I  w e n t  s o  f a r  a s  t o  i n c l u d e  
t h e  S i n t o s  ( w o r s h i p p e r s  o f  n a t u r e  s p i r i t s )  i n  t h i s  o l a s s i f i *  
c a t i o n ,  a n d  g o t  t h e j v b y  m a n y  e n e m i e s *  F o r  t h e  S i n t o  
Kahusis ( g u r u s ,  s p i r i t u a l  t e a c h e r s )  a r e  l o o k e d  u p o n  a s  
t b e  h i g h e s t  i n  t h e  u p p e r  c l a s s e s ,  o f  S o c i e t y ,  a s  t h e y  a l l  
b e l o n g  t o  t h e  m o s t  c u l t u r e d  a n d  e d u c a t e d  m e n  i n  J a p a n .

Y e a r 8 p a s s e d ; a n d  a s  t i m e  w e n t  b y ,  m y  i n e r a d i 
c a b l e  s c e p t i c i s m  g r e w  s t r o n g e r  a n d  f i e r o e r  e v e r y  d a y .  
A s  t h e  Kanuei o f  t h e  S i n t o s  f o r m  n o  c a s t e  o r  c l a s s  
a p a r t ,  a n d  t h e y  d o  n o t  p a s s  a n y  o r d i n a t i o n — n o t  o n e ,  a t  
l e a s t ,  k n o w n  t o  o u t s i d e r s ; a n d  a s  t h e y  c l a i m  p u b l i c 
l y  n o  s p e c i a l  p r i v i l e g e  o r  p o w e r ,  e v e n  t h e i r  d r e s s  b e i n g  i n  
n o  w i s e  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  t h a t  o f  t h e  l a i t y ,  a n d  t b e y  b e i n g  
h i m p l y  i n  t h e  w o r l d ' s  o p i n i o n  p r o f e s s o r s  a s  w e l l  a s  s t u * ' 
d e n t s  o f  o c c u l t  a n d  s p i r i t u a l  s c i e n c e s ,  I  c a m e  v e r y  o f t e n  
i n  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e m  w i t h o u t  i n  t h e  l e a s t  s u s p e c t i n g  t h a t  
1  w a s  i n  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  s u « h  p e r s o n a g e s *

I  b a v e  m e n t i o n e d  a l r e a d y  a n  e l d e r  a n d  m u c h  b e l o v e d  
s i s t e r ,  m y  o h f y  s u r v i v i n g  r e l a t i v e  w h o  w a s  m a r r i e d  a n d  
h a d  j u s t  g o n e  t o  l i v e  a t  N u r e m b e r g .  R e g a r d i n g  h e r  
w i t h  f e e l i n g s  m o r e  f i l i a l  t h a n  f r a t e r n a l ,  h e r  c h i l d e m  w e r o  
a s  d e a r  t o  m e  a s  m i g h t  b e  m y  o w n .  I n  f a c t  t h i s  l a r g e  
f a m i l y  o f  e l e v e n ,  p e r s o n s ,  h e r  h u s b a n d  i n c l u d e d ,  w a s  th e *  
O n ly  t i e  t h a t  a t t a c h e d  m e  t o  E u r o p e .  T w i c e ,  d u r i n g  t h e  
p e r i o d  o f  n i n e  y e a r s ,  h a d  I  c r o s s e d  t h e  o c e a n  w i t h  t h e  
d o l e  o b j e c t  o f  s e e i n g  a n d  p r e s s i n g  t h e  d e a r  o n e s  t o  m y 1 

h e a r t ,  I h a d n o  o t h e r  b n a i n e s s  i n  t h e  W e s t ,  a n d  h a v i n g

p e r f o r m e d  t h a t  $ l e a * a n £ - d u t y ,  I  h a d  re tu fc to fc d  e a c h  t i m e  
t o  J a p a n  t o  w o r k  a n d  t o i l f o r t f c e t a *  t o *  f r b t i s e  M i k e  I f c a d  
r e m a i n e d ' a  b a t c b e l o r ,  t h a t  • t h e  w e a l t h  I  m i g h t  a c q u i r e  
s h o u l d  g o  u n d i v i d e d  t o  t h e m  a l o n e *  ■

f l i t h e r t o y  w e  h * d  c o f t ^ p o n d f e d  k e i4 r e g n 9 a r l y  &  t h e  
l o n g  t r a n s i t  o f  t i h e  ( t b e t t - )  v e r y  i t t a g t t f a f  s t e r t l o e ^ o f  t h e  
m a i l - b o a t s  w o o l d  j ) e * m i t .  * P h e n  c a m e  a  - lt f » W W r i b r e a k  
i n  m y  l e t t e r s  f r o m  h o m e *  F o r  n e a r t y a ’y e a *  ' I h a d  
r e c e i v e d  n o  i n t e l l i g e n c e ; a a d  d a y  b y  d a y ,  I b f e t t f c t t t e m o r e  
r e s t l e s s ,  m o r e  a p p r e h e n s i v e  o f  s o m o  g t 4 * t  m i s f o r t n  n e :  
V a i n l y  I  l o o k e d  f o r  a  l e t t e r *  a  s i m p l e  m e s t f a g t t  ; f f % M e s s  
w e r e  m y  e f f o r t s  t o  a c c o u n t  f o r  s n o b  a H u n u f c u a l  s i l e n c e .

“  F r i e n d  ” — s a i d  t o  m e  o n e  d a y  T a m o o r a  H i d e y e r i ,  
m y  o n l y  c © n f iB a i i t ; - ^ - ‘< F r i e n d ,  c o n s u l t  a  h o l y  Y a m A b o o s i ,  
a n d  y o a  w i l l  f e e l  a t  r e s t .* *  * *

O f  c o u r s e  t h e  o f f e r  w a s  r e j e c t e d  w i t h  a a  m u c h  m o d e r a 
t i o n  a s  I  c o u l d  c o m m a n d  u n d e t t h f c  p r o v o c a t i o n .  B u t ,  
a s  s t e a m e r  a f t e r  s t e a m e r  c a m e  i n  W i t h o u t  b r i n g i n g  
a n y  n e w s ,  I  f e l t  l a d e & p a i r  w h i c h  b e c a m e  d a i l y  
m o r e  p r o n o u n c e d .  I t  d e g e n e r a t e d  f i n a l l y  i n t o  a m  I r r e 
p r e s s i b l e  c r a v i n g ,  a  m o r b i d  d e a i r e  t o l  e a r n — t h e  W o r s t —  
a s  I  t h e n  t h o u g h t .  I  s t r a g g l e d  h a ^ d  w i t h  t h e  
f e e l i n g ,  b u t  i t  h a d  t h e  b e s t  o f  m e .  O n l y  a  f e w  m o n t h *  
b e f o r e — a  c o m p l e t e  m a s t e r  o f  m y s e l f ;  n o w ,  a n  a b j e c t  s l a v e  
t o  f e a r *  A  f a t a l i s t  o l  t h e s c h o o l  ^ f  d e -  H t f l b a e h , I w h o  
h a d  a l w a y s  r e g a r d e d  b e l i e f  i n  t h e  n y s t e f f l  o f  r t e t d i r f i t y  a a  
t h e  o n l y  p r o m o t e r  o f  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  b a p p i n e s m . a f t  h a v i n g  
t h e  m o s t  a d v a n t a g e o u s  i n f l u e n c e  o v e r o u r 4 n W n a n  w e a k 
n e s s e s ,  I  f e l t  a  4 r a V i n g  f o f  s o m e t h i n g  a f r i n b o  f&rfhne 
telling ! 1  h a d  g o n e  s o  f a r  a s  t o  f o r g e t  t n e  f i r s t  p r i n c i p l e s  
o f  t h a t  d o c t r i n e — t b e  o n l y  o n e a u i t a b t e t o  c a l m  o u r  
s o r r o w s ,  t o  i n s p i r e  u s  w i t h  a  u B e f u l  s u b m t e i i o n ^  a  r a t i o n a l  
r e s i g n a t i o n  * t o  t h e  d e c r e e s  o f  b l i n d  d e s t i n y  w i t h '  w h i c h  
f o o l i s h  s e n s i b i l i t y  c a u s e s  n s  s o  o f t e n  t o  b e -  o v e r 
w h e l m e d — t h a t  t e a c h e s  u s  t h a t  & U  i s  neeeeeary* Y e s  ; 
f o r g e t t i n g  a l l  t h i s ,  I  w a s  d r a w n  i n t o  a  s h a m e f u l  s u p e r s t i  
t i o n  t o w a r d  s t u p i d ,  d i s g r a c e f u l  d e s i r e  t o  l e a r n — i f  n o t  
f u t u r i t y ,  a t  a n y  r a t e  t h a t  w h i c h  w a d  t a k i n g  p l a c e  a t  
t h e  o t h e r  e n d  o f  t h e  g l o b e .  M y  o o n d u c t  s e e m e d  u t t e r l y  
m o d i f i e d ,  m y  t e m p e r a m e n t  a n d  a s p i r a t i o n s  w h o l l y  c h a n g e d  ;  
a n d  a s  a  n e r v o u s  w e a k  g i r l ,  I  c a u g h t  m y s e l f ,  s t r a i n i n g  
m y  m i n d  t o  t h e  v e r y  v e r g e  o f  l u n a c y ,  td l o o k — a s  I  
h a d  b e e n  t o l d  o n e  c o u l d  s o m e t i m e s  d o — b e y o n d  t h e  
o c e a n s ,  a n d  l e a r n ,  a t  l a s t ,  t h e  r e a l  c a u s e  o f  t h a t  l o n g  

u n e x p l a i n a b l e  s i l e n c e ! *

O n e  e v e n i n g ,  a t  s u n s e t ,  n l y  t r t d  f r i e n d ,  t h e  v e n e r a b l e  
b o n z e  T a m o o r a a p p e a r e d  o n  t h e  v e r a n d a  o f  m y  l o w  w o o d e n  
h o u s e .  I  h a d  n o t  v i s i t e d  h i m  f o r  m a n y  d a y s ,  a n d  h e  h a d  
c o m e  t o  k n o w ,  h o w  I  w a s .  I  . t o o k  t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  

s n e e r  o n c e  m o r e  a t  o n e ,  f o r  w h o m ,  i n  r e a l i t y ,  I  f e l t  a  
m o s t  a f f e c t i o n a t e  r e s p e c t *  W  i t h  e q u i v o c a l  g o o d  t a s t e —  
f o r  w h i c h  I  r e p e n t e d  a l m o s t  b e f o r e  t h e  w o r d s  h a d  b e e n  
p r o n o u n c e d — I  i n q u i r e d  o f  h i m  w h y  h p  s h p n l d  h a v e  

w a l k e d  a l l  t h a t  d i s t a n c e  w h e n  h e  m i g h t  h a v e  l e a r n e d  
a b o u t  m e  a n y  t h i n g  h e  . l i k e d ,  b y  s i m p l y  p u t t i n g  t h e  
q u e s t i o n  t o  a  Y a m a b o o s i  ?  H e  s e e m e d  a  l i t t l e  h u r t ,  a t  

f i r s t : b u t  a f t e r  h a v i n g  k e e n l y  s c r u t i n i z e d  m y  d e j e c t e d  
f a c e ,  h e  m i l d l y  r e m a r k e d  t h a t  h e  o o u l 4  o n l y  i n s i s t  u p o n  
w h a t  h e  h a d  a d v i s e d  b e f o r e .  O n l y  o n e . o f  t h a t  h o l y  
o r d e r ,  c o u l d  g i v e  m e  c o n s o l a t i o n  i n  m y  p r e s e n t  s t a t e .

A n  i n s a n e  d e s i r e  p o s s e s s e d  m e  f r o m  t h a t  m o m e n t ,  
t o  d e f y  a n y  o f  h i s  a l l e g e d .  m a g i c i a n B  t o  t e l l  m e  w h o  t h e  
p e r s o n  1 w a s  t h i n k i n g  o f ,  w a a ;  a n d  w h a t  h e  w a s  d o i n g ,  
a t  t h a t  m o m e n t .  H e  q u i e t l y  a n s w e r e d ,  t h a t  t h e  d e s i r e  
c o u l d  b e  e a s i l y  s a t i s f i e d .  T h e r e  w * s  a  Y a b o o ,  t w o  
d o o r s  f r o m  m e ,  v i s i t i n g  a  s i c k  S i n t o .  H e  w o u l d  f e t c h  
h i m — i f  I  o n l y  s a i d  t h e  w o r d .  I  said it* from tha
moment of its utterance my doork tone sealed.

H o w  s h a l l  I  f i n d  w o r d s  t o  d e s c r i b e  t h e  s c e n e  t h a t  
f o l l o w e d  ! T w e n t y  m i n u t e s  a f t e r  t b e  d e s i r e  h a d  b e e n  s o  
i n c a u t i o u s l y  e x p r e s s e d ,  a n  o l d  J a p a n e s e ,  u n c o m m o n l y  t a l l  
a n d  m a j e s t i c  f o r  o n e  o f  t h a t  r a c e ,  p a l e ,  t h i n  a n d  e m a c i *  
a  t e d  w a s  s t a n d i n g  b e f o r e  m e .  T h e r e ,  w h e r e  1 b a d  e x p e c t 
e d  t o  f i n e d  s e r v i l e  o b s e q u i o u s n e s s ,  I  o n l y  d i s c e r n e d  a n  
a i r  o f  c a l m  a n d  d i g n i f i e d  c o m p o s u r e ,  t h e  a t t i t u d e  o f  o n e

w h o  k n o w s  h i s  m o r a l  f r * p e r i o i i t y ,  a n d  a c o r n s ,  t h e r e f o r e  c
Digitized by
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t o i * > # o e  t f c e w e t a k o  o f t  t h e s e  w h o  t a i l :  t o  se to  f t .  T o m v  
r a t f r p ^ i r j r e w e i t f  * * a d  m&ckl e g  q u e s t i o n s *  o f f e r e d  w U h  
f e v ^ f i a h  c t t g ^ r n p ^ ^  jfc© n o  r e p l y ;  b u t  g a z o d  o n r  m e  i n
s i l e n c e  a s  a  p h y s i c i a n  w o u l d  a  d e l i r i o u s  p a t i e n t *  : F r o m  
i h e  m o m w t h * i h a d  # * e d  h i s  e * e s  u p o n  w i n e s  I  t e l t — - o r  
s h a l l  1  a#y wi*r~+& t h o u g h  *  s h a r p  r a j  o f  l i g h t ,  a t t h i n ,  
s i l v e i y  t J | i ^ , f & b o Q ti i ig  o u t  f r o m  t h e  i n t e n s e l y  b l o c k  
o b l p n g  * # d n ^ j T Q W  e y e  q q  d e e p l y  s u n k  io .  t b e  y e l l o w  o l d  

£ a p % r n p w ^ ^ b ^ d  j u t o i  m y  r o d  h e a r t  l i k e  ana a r r o w

a n d  w a s  p e r f o r m i n g  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o t  d i g g i n g  o u t  f r o m  
t h e ^  e v f e r j  t b o u g h t  a u d  f e e l i n g .  Y e s  ; 1 .  b o t h  s<ma n d  
feljt i t r  a u d ;  v » r y  g p o n  t h e  d o a b l e  e e m w t i o n  b e c a m e  

unendui^blfe , ,  , : ,
, T o v f e r e p ^  \4 b f t  s p f lU  1 : d e i e d  h i m  t o  t e l l  m e  w h a t  h e  
h a d  f o u n d  i n  m y  h e a d  a n d  h e a r t s  H e  q u i e t l y  g a v e  m e  

t b e . Q o r r e $ t  iH iw § P ? « r ~ *  e x t r e m e  a n x i e t y  f o r  a , f e m a l e  
r e l a t i v e * ,  h e *  h u s b a n d  a u d  c h i l d , ”  w h o  w e r e  i n h a b i t i n g  
a  h o u f lq , . t t* %  g o f t e c t  d e s e r i p t i e a  o f  w h i c h  h e  m a d e  a a  
t h o u g h  h e j t u f c f v  i f c a f t iw e l l  a *  m y a e l t , I  t a r o e d  a .  s u s p i c i o u s  
e y e ^ ^ m y ^ f i e i W l , !  t J m  b o n a o t o j  w h o s e  i n d i s c r e t i o n s  
I  f ^ w g h t y  j  w M : i f l d & b t * d  f l» r  t h e  q w i o k  r e p l y .  R e r a e m *  
b ^ i r i n g  h ^ e t ^ i f h a t  T l w n o o r f t  c o u ld ,  k u o w  n o t h i n g  o f  t h e  

a p p a M f w w e ip f c  * * y  s i s t e r s  h o u s e j  a n d  t h a t  t h e  J a p a n e s e  
a ^ p ^ e v a f b i ^ y y / t r u t h W ,  wsi a a  f r i e n d s  f a i t h f u l  t o  d e a t h  

r— l,  f e i  t  a a ^ m a 4  o i m y  f tu a p io u m . :  T o  a t o n e  f o *  i t  b e f o n e  
r o y e w n c w s c i e u c e l  a s k e d  j t h e  h e r m i t  w h e t h e r  h e  c o u l d  
* e U  rn WYtfeugr < tfl t b f t  p r e h e a t  s t a t e  o i  t h a t  b e l o v e d  

s i s t e *  o f  f l W e r r r T h *  f o r e i g n e r — w e s^  t h e  r e p l y — . w o u l d  
n e y ^ r  b $ J |f e i5 e J l |i  o r  t r u ^ t  jbo t h e  k a o w l e d g e - c i

a n y  p e w n M f e h w t t s ^ l f ,  W e r e ,  t h e  Y a m a b o d s k l a t b l l  h im *  
t h e  i i f t p w s w  f l f O u ld .  w e a r o u t  b t r d l y  a  f e w  h o u r s  l d l e r v  
t*ud> t b e r .  i u q U M M  f i u d i  h i m s e J f .  a *  m i s e r a b l e  a s  b e f o r e  

f e g & u s ;  a u d t b a i t  w * s .  t o  m a k e  , t b e  
f o r e i g n ^  ( n a ^ s e l f ^ . i o  « # e , f a n d  t b u a  l e w n  t h e  t r u t h  f o *  
h i m s e l f ,  W a s t b e  i n q u i r e r  r e a d y  t o  b e  p l a c e d  b y  a  Y a m a *  
b o p s i j j  a  f t t r a a g f ®  t o  h m, i n  t h e  r e q u i r e d  s t a t e  ?

1  h o d  h e a t f d  i n  E u r o p e  o f  mesme^ifced sQmnambules 
and  p r e t e u d e r o  to  clairvoyances* a u d  h a v i n g - n o  f a i t h  i n  
th em , I ; h a d j  t h e r e f o r e ,  n o t h i n g  a g a i n s t  t b e  p r o c e s s  i t s e l f :  
fiJvea ift t h e  m id st o f  m y  n e v e r  ceasing m e n t a l  a g o n y ,  1 

< ;o u ld  n o t  h e l p  s m i l i n g  t h e  r i d i c u l o u s n e s s  o f  t h a  

o p e r a t i o n  I  w a s . w i l l i n g l y  s u b m i t t i n g  t o .  N e v e r t h e l e s s  
1  s i l e n t l y  b o w e d  c o n s e n t *

. , . H .  P .  B .
(To be continued).
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W f i  s o m e t i m e s  E x p r e s s  a  ( d e s i r e  t o  k n o w  t h e  t r u t h ,  t o  
b e c o m e  a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  T h e o s o p h y ,  O c c u l t i s m ,  a n d  t h e  
l i k e .  T J l i s  d e s i r e  i s  g e n e r a l l y  o n l y  o n e  o f  a  l a r g o  n u m 
b e r ,  m e t e l v  a  p a r s i n g  f a n c y ,  a  w h i m ,  a n d  w e  d e s i r e  
T r u ^ h ,  a s  t n e  c h i l d  d e s i r e s  a  n e w  t o y ,  o r  t h e  m a n  a  n e w  
m i s t r e s s ,  d r  t h e  e p i c u r e  a  n e w  d i s h ,  s i m p l y  b e c a u s e  t i r e d  
o f  t h e  o l d ,  i n d  s u c h  a  s e e k e r  w o u j d  n e v e r  r e c o g n i s e  t h e  
j e w e l  t r u t h ,  it ; p l a c e d  b e f o r e  h i m ,  b e c a u s e  h i s  e y e s  a r e  
v e i l e d  b y  desire.

O n e  m u s t  f i r s t  a p p r e h e n d  t h a t  D i v i n e  T r n t h  e x i s t s ,  
a n d  h e  i s  l e d  1 ;o )t h i s  d i r e c t l y ,  t h r o u g h  f a m i l i a r i t y  w i t h  
i t s  b e a u t y  a n d '  e x c e e d i n g  l o v e l i n e s s ,  o r  i n d i r e c t l y  
t h r o u g h  b i t t e r  e x p e r i e n c e ,  w h i c h  t e a c h e s  h i m  t h e  i n s t a -  
b i l i t y  a n d  w o r t h l e s s n e s s  o f  a l l  b e s i d e .

N o  m a n  o a n  O e e t e t w o  m a s t e r s ,  a n d  t h e  D i v i n e  S o p h i a  
t o l e r a t e s  n o  r i v a l s ; s o  l o n g  a s  a n o t h e r  o c c u p i e s  t h e  h e a r t ,  
s h e  r e m a i n s  i n v i s i b l e .

T h e  s t r o n g e s t  p a s s i o n  i n  m a n  i s  t h e  s e x u a l  i n s t i n c t .  
T o  g r a t i f y  t h i s ,  o r  r e v e n g e  i t s  d i s a p p o i n t m e n t  h e  w i l l  
o f t e n  c o m m i t  m u r d e r .  T h i s  d e s i r e  o r  l u s t  i s  i n s t i g a t e d  
f r o m  t w o  s o u r c e s ,  v i z . ,  l u s t  o f  t h e  b l o o d  a n d  l u s t  i n  t h o  
m i n d ,  a n d  t h e s e  t ^ r o  j o i n  h a n d  i u  h a n d  t o  k e e p  h i m  i n  
b o n d a g e .  H i s  i m a g i n a t i o n  f i r e s  h i s  b l o o d ,  a n d  t h e  f i r e s  
o f  t h e  b l o o d  f e e d  h i s  i m a g i n a t i o n .  U n d e r  t h e  d o m i n i o n  
p f  t h i s  p a s s i o n  m a n  g r o w s  o l d ,  a p d  w a s t e s  h i s  s u b s t a n c e  i n ,  
r i o t o u s  l i v i n g .  T h e  b l o o m  o f  t h e  s o u l  w a s  d e s i g n e d  t o .  
k e e p  p a c e  w i t h  t h e  d e c a y  o f  t h e  b o d y ;  t h e  t r u e s t ,  g r a u d - ,  
e s t  e v o l u t i o n  i n  n a t u r e *  B u t  i n s t e a d  o f .  t h i s  w e  s e e  o l d  

a g e  m a r k e d  b y  4 e w e p i t u d e a n d  v f  t e u  i m b e o i l i t y .

N o w  t a k e ^  t h e  a v e n g e  m a n  o £  t h e  w o r l d  w h o s e  
i m a g i n a t i o n  h a s  u o  l o n g e r  p o w e r  t o  f i r e  h i s  b l o o d ,  b u t  
c a n  s t i l l  t o r t u r e  i t s e l f  i m p o t e n t  f r o a n  a g e  o r  e x c e s s ,  a n d  
g i v e  h i m  t h e  Elixir qf JJifo* L * e t h i m  f e e i a g a m  t h e  b l o o d  
t i n g l i n g i n h i s  y e i u s ,  a n d  c o u r s i n g  t h r o u g h  h ^ r t a u d  b r a i n ,  

w h a t  w o u l d  h e  d o ,  b u t  s a l u t e  h i s  o l d  b o o n  c o m p a n i o n ,  
im*</iMtio% q u d  r u s h  a f t e r  t i e  f i p s t  p r e t t y  f a q e  t h a t  
c a m e  i n  h i s  w a y .  T h i s  i s  t h e  s e c r e t  o f  F a u s t .  W h e n  

p u e  d p s i r e s  t r u t h ^ a s a  m i s j b r e ^ ^  h i s  i m a g i u a f c i e n  w i t h  
h e r ,  t h i u k s  o f  h e r  b y  d a y ,  d r e a m s  o f  h e r  b y  n i g h t ,  l a b o r *  
w i t h ,  h a a d ,  h e a r t  a n d  h a n d s  f o r  b a r ,  c o n s i d e r s  u o  g i f t  
t o o  d e a r ,  n o  s a c r i f i c e  t o o  g r e a t ,  t h a t  h e  m a y  s t a n d  b y  

e r  s i d e , ,  a p d  c l a s p  h e r  t o  h i s  h e a r t ' ;  w h e n  h e  i s  r e a d y  t o  
i l l  e v e r y  r i v a l  i n  h i s  b r e a s t  w h i c h  k e e p s  h i m  f r o m  h e r  

e m b r a c e ,  t h e n  a n d  o n l y  t h e n  m a y  h e  b e  s a i d  t o  dexire 
h e r .

S o  l o n g  a s  l o v e ,  f a m e ,  w e a l t h  o r  p o w e r ,  d o  o r  c a n  
s a t i s f y  t h e  h e a r t  o £ m a n , o r  s o  l o n g *  a s  h e  t h i n k s  t h e y  

c a n ,  h e  d e s i r e s  n o t  t h e  Pearl.
S o  s o o n  a s  h e  h a s  d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  n o n e  o f  t h e s e  c a n  

i v e  l a s t i n g  p e a c e  a n d  s a t i s f a c t i o n ,  a f a d  n o t  t i l l  t h a r t ,  w i l l  
e  b e c o m e  a n  earnest seeker after truth, a n d  h e  w h o  t h u s  

s e e k s ,  shall sMelft find.
T h e  f i r s t  r e s u l t  o f  t b i s  e a r n e s t  s e e k i n g  w i l l  t a  t o  find 

himself. G e t 1 t h e e  b e h i n d  tU er d e a t h  ; 0  L i f e ,  I  s a l  a t e  
t h e e  1' A h  ; n o w  I  s e e ,  this i&  t h e  w a y  t h o u . w o u h f e t  h a v e  
n i e  g o ,  t o w a r d s  t h i s  t h o u  h a s t  a i m e d  f r o m  t h e  b e g i n -  
K i n g ,  g o a d m g  m o  a s  a n  o x ,  s p u r r i n g  m e  w i t h  p a i n s ,  
p r i c k i n g  m e  w i t h  r e m o r s e ,  t i i v e  m e  y o u r  h a n d  aid 
toother &n d  P H  e n d o fc to r^ ^ tO  w c f r k  with y o u ,  a n d  r e s i s t  n o  
m o r e )  T h e r e  w a s  t b e n > a n d  t b e t r e  a  r e s u r r e c t i o n ,  t h e  v e i l  
o f  t h e  t e t n p l &  W a s  r e n t  i n  t w a i n , '  a n d  t h e  s a c r e d  f i r e  
w W f c t o .b u r a e d !  o r i  t b e  a J t a t  i «  t h i e 'h o l y - o f - h o K e s  s h o n e  
t h r o u g h  a n d  e a u g f t t  t h e  f r a g m e n t s  o f  t h e  o l d  t e m p l e  a s  
t h e y  f e l l ,  a n d  b e g a n  t o - d e v o u r  t h e m .  *  A n d  I  s a w  a  n e w  
h e a v e n ,  a n d  a . n e w  e a r t h ^  *  *  N o w  t h i s  i s  n o  f a n c y  
s k e t c h ,  n e i t h e r  i s  i t  a n  i s o l a t e d  e x p e r i e n c e ^  b u t 1 c o m m o n  
t o  e v e r y  a g e  a n d  c l i m e .  P h y s i c a l  a n d  p a y c h i c s l  p h e n o 
m e n a  h a v e  a l s o  t h e i r '  p l a c e  a n d  ufefcs; t h o u g h  a l w a y s  o p e n  
t o  q u e s t i o n ,  a n d  s u b j e c t  t o  d o u b t  a n d  d e n i a l .  T h o u g h  
t h e y  m n y  p r o c e e d  f r o m  a n  a d e p t  i n  t b e  h i g h e r  r e a l m ,  t h e y  

a r e  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  o n  t h e  l o w e r p l a n e ,  a n d  j u s t  h e r e  i s  t h e  
m i s t a k e  s o  o f t e n  m a d e .

T h e  c a r n a l  m i n d  c a n n o t Ja p p r e h e n d ' s p i r i t u a l  t r u t h ;  
a b o v e  t h e  r e a l m  o f  t h e  s e n s e s  a n d ; p a e s io n f e ,  o u t  o f  t h e  
n o i s e ,  i n t o  t h e  B ile n c e >  m u s t  h e  g o ,  w h o  w o u l d  f i n d  t h e  
t r u t h ,  “  Be still,  a n d  k n o w  t h a t  I  4 m  G o d . w  I f  o n e  g a z e  
l i p o n  t h e  s e a  l a s h e d  b y  s t o r m s ,  t h e  a n g r y  w a v e s  w a r r i n g  
w i t h  e a c h  o t h e r ,  a n d  s t i r r i n g  t i p  t b e j m u d  f r o m  t h e  d e p t h s  

b e n e a t h ,  h e  s h a l l  n o t  f i n d  t h e  h e a v e n s  m i r r o r e d  t h e r e  
w i t h  t h e  c l o n d s  o r  s t a r s .  E v e n  a  g e n t l e ; r i p p l e  o n  t h e  
s u r f a c e  w i l l  m a r  t h e  v i s i o n .  T b e  s o u l  o f  m a n  i s  a  m i r 
r o r  o f  n a t u r e ,  a n d  i t  r e f l e c t s  f a i t h f u l l y  t h e  p a n o r a m a  
t o w a r d  'W h ic h  i t  i s  t u r n e d ,  a n d  * h e  u i i n d  m a y  r e a d  t b e  
l e s s o n s  W r i t t e n  t h e r e  i n  t h e  l u r i d f h r e g  o f  p a s t i i o n ,  o r  i n  t h e  
c l e a r  l i g h t  o f  e t e r n i t y .  I f  t h e  m i r r o r  o f  t h e  s o u l  b e  
t u r n e d  h a b i t u a l l y  t o w a r d  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  w o r l d ,  i f  p a s s i o n  
b e  s u b d u e d ,  a n d  p r i d e  a n d  a m b i t i o n  d e s t r o y e d ,  b y  a n d  
b y e  t h e  m i s t s  w i l l  r o l l  a w a y ,  a n d  k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e  
e v e r l a s t i n g  v e r i t i e s  w i l l  f l o w  i n t o , t h e  s o u l .

T h i s  i s  t h e  r o y a l  r o a d  t o  k n o w l e d g e ;  t h o u g h  i t  l e a d s  
t h r o u g h  t h e  v a l l e y  o f  h u m i l i t y .  T o  f e e l  t h a t  o n e  i s  n o t h i n g  
i s  t o  h a v e  p a r t  i n  a l l ,  s p a c e  a n d  t i m e  b e l o n g  t o  t h e  b o d y  
a n d  t h e  o r g a n s  o f  s e n s e ,  b u t  t o  t h e  s o u l  b e l o n g  t h e  e v e r 
l a s t i n g  v e r i t i e s .  1 T h e  s e n s e s  d e c e i v e  a n d  l u r e  t h e  s o u l  t o  
d e s t r u c t i o n ,  t h e  b o d y  i s  o n l y  t h e  h o n s e  i n  w h i c h  w e  l i v e  
a n d  w e  m a y  l i v e  i n  t h e  u p p e r  r o o m s  w i t h  t h e  h e a v e n s  a n d  
t h e  s t a r s  a b o v e  in s ,  o r  i n  t h e  c e l l a r  a m o n g  t h e  v e r m i n  i n  
f i l t h  a n d  d a r k n e s s .  “ C h o o s e  y e  t h i s  d a y  w h o m  y e  w i l l  
s e r v e .  ̂  T h e  k i n g d o m  o f  h e a v e n  i s  w i t h i n *  y o u ,  s o  i s  t h e  
k i n g d o m  o f  h e l l .

W e  a r e  c r e a t u r e s ,  o f  > h a b i t  b y  s l o w  a c c r e t i o n s ,  w e  
g a t h e r  t o  o u r s e l v e s  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  l i f e .  T h e s e  c a n n o t  
b e  c h a n g e d  i n  a  m o m e n t ,  b a t  t h e y  c a n  b e  c o n v e r t e d  
e v e r y  o n e ,  i n t o  s t e p p i n g - s t o n e s ,  t o  a i d  U9 i n  o u r  a s c e n t  
t o w a r d s  t h e  l i g h t .  W e  m a y  b a n i s h  t h a  i d e a  o f  

d e a t h ,  n o t h i n g  d i e s ^ b n t  . c h a n g e ,  r e n e w a l ,  r e m y e n e s c e n o e  
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a r e  w r i t t e n  © v e r y w h e r e  t b r o u g h o u t i i a t u r e .  T h e  d u r a t i o n  
o f  t h i s  p r e s e n t  l i f e  s h o u l d  h a v e  n a u g h t  t o  d c i i n  s h a p i n g  
o u r  l i v e s ,  b u t  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  o u r  p r e s e n t  l i f e  w i l l  h a v e  
e v e r y t h i n g  t o  d o  i n  d e t e r m i n i n g  o u r  consciousness w h e n  
b o d y  a n d  s e n s e  to re  n o  m o r e .  T o  l i r e  consmousiy m  t h e  
s p i r i t  h e r e ,  i s  t o  q u a f f  t h e  e l i x i r ,  t o  t r a n s m u t e  t h e  b a s e r  
m e t a l s  o f  s e n s e  a n d  t i m e  i n t o  t h e  p u r e  g o l d  o f  e x i s t e n c e .  
H e n c e  t r u e  t h e o s o p h y  i s  t h e  p h i l o s o p h e r ' s  s t o n e .

T h i s  i s  t h e  t h e m e  w h i c h ,  w i t h  a  t h o u s a n d  v a r i a t i o n s ,  
r u n s  t h r o u g h  t h e  m n s i c  o f  t h e  l i v e s  o f  t h e  f o u n d e r s  o f  
t h e  T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y .  O n e  m u s t  h a v e  a  d u l l  e a r  
f o r  m u s i c  w h o  c a n n o t  s e e  o r  h e a r  t h i s .  D i g n i t y ,  l o y a l t y ,  
s e l f - s a c r i f i c e ,  c h a r i t y ,  w h o m  h a v e  t h e y  r e v i l e d  ? W h a t  t h o u 
s a n d s  h a v e  t h e y  b l e s s e d .  P r o v e  t h e m  g u i l t y  o f  f r a u d  o r  
t o  b e  d u p e s ,  o r  s e l f - d e c e i v e d .  S t r o n g  i n d e e d  m u s t  b e  t h e  
e v i d e n c e ,  b u t  w h a t  t h e n  ? “ T h e y  a r e  b u t  h u m a n  a f t e r  a i l . ’ 1 
B u t  d o e s  t h a t  c h a n g e  t h e  w h o l e  p h i l o s o p h y  o f  e x i s t e n c e )  
o r  a l t e r  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  e v e r y  e a r n e s t  s o u l ,  e v e r y  s e e k e r  
a f t e r  G o d .  W o u l d  i t  c h a n g e  t h e  n a t u r e  o r  m i n i s t r y  o f  m a n ?  

H a s  n a t u r e  m a d e  t h e  d e s t i n y  o f  t h e  h u m a n  r a c e  t o  
d e p e n d  o n  t h e  l o y a l t y  o f  o n e  o r  t w o  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  o r  t h e  
i n t e l l i g e n c e  o f  a  s c i e n t i f i c  c o m m i s s i o n ,  o r  a  S .  P .  R .  ? 
A l a s ,  f o r  h u m a n  d e s t i n y  i f  h e  h a d  I

T h o s e  w h o  h a v e  f a i l e d  t o  c o m p r e h e n d  t h e o s o p h y ,  b e -  
c a u s e  t h e y  h a v e  n o t  b e g u n  t o  Uve i t  a n d  w h o  h a v e  p i n n e d  
t h e i r  f a i t h  o n  t h e  f o u n d e r s ,  a s  o n  a  n e w  p o p e ,  l o o k i n g  
f o r  p h e n o m e n a  a s  m i r a c l e s ,  m a y  a c c e p t  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  o f  
a n  i n d i v i d u a l  o r  a  c o m m i t t e e  a s  a g a i n s t  t h e  r e c o r d  o f  
t h o s e  e a r n e s t  n o b l e  l i v e s /  w r i t t e n  i n  t h e  h e a r t s  o f  t h e  
c h i l d r e n  o f  I n d i a ,  a n d  i u  t h o s e  o f  T h e o s o p h i s t s  a l l  o v e r  

t h e  c i v i l i z e d  g l o b e .
T h e  i n t e l l i g e n t  t h e o s o p h i s t  w i l l  n e i t h e r  b e l i e v e  n o r  

d i s b e l i e v e  a n  a c c u s a t i o n  o f  f r a u d  l a i d  a g a i n s t  t h e s e  
b e n e f a c t o r s ,  he will simply refuse io entertain the 
proposition or discuss it at all, i t  i s  o u t  o f  o r d e r ,  
a n d  i f  p e r s i s t e d  i n ,  a s  i n s u l t i n g  t o  h i m  a s  t o  t h e m ,  

M m e *  B .  h a s  “  j u g g l e d ”  a n d  C o l ,  0 .  b e e n  iS d u p e d / ’ 
t h e r e f o r e  m a n  b o r n  o f  w o m a n  i s  not o f  f e w  d a y s  A n d  
f u l l  o f  t r o u b l e  1 p r o n e  t o  e v i l ,  d u p e d  b y  h i s  s e ^ e s ,  
a n d  t o  b o  “  s a v e d ”  i f  a t  a l l ,  b y  t h e  G o d  w i t h i n  h i s  
o w n  s o u l . *  B e  n o t  d e c e i v e d .  O  y e  o f  l i t t l e  f a i t h ,  a n d  
l e s s  k n o w l e d g e ,  i f  y e  l o v e  t h e  t r u t h  a n d  s e e k  r i g h t e o u s *  
n e s s  prtss forward, a n d  b e  n o t  d i v e r t e d  o r  d e c e i v e d ,  a n d  
b y  a n d  b y e  y e  s h a l l  know o f  y o u r g e l v e d  w h e r e i n  y e  s t a n d .  
A n d  t o  y o u ,  m y  s i s t e r ,  m y  b r o t h e r ,  h e r o  i s  a n  o p e n  
p a l m ,  a n d  a  t h a n k f u l  h e a r t .  T h e r e  a r e  m a n y  w h o  k n o w  
w h y *  a n d  h o w ,  a n d  h o w  w e l l  y e  h a v e  w r o u g h t  i n  t h e  
v i n e y a r d ,  t h e  c l o u d  i s  b o t i o d  w i t h  a  h a l o  o f  g l o r y  a n d  

s h a l l  i l l u m i n e  t h o  w o r l d .  >
A m erica n , 1 P ,  T .  S .

PHRENOLOGY.
F e w  b r a n c h e s  o f  s t u d y  h a v e  m e t  w i t h  s o  m u c h  u n d e 

s e r v e d  c o n t e m p t  a n d  r i d i c u l e  a s  p h r e n o l o g y  $ t h o s e  w h o  

a r e  i g n o r a n t  o f  t h e  s c i e n c e  h a v e  m o s t  e r r o n e o u s  i d e a s  a s  t o  
i t s  s c o p e  a n d  c l a i m s  > s o m e  t h i n k  i t  a  sp e > c ie p  o f  d i v i n a t i o n ,  
o t h e r s  t h a t  i t  i s  a l l  g u e s s - w o r k ,  w h i l e  o t h e r s  a g a i n ,  ^ r h o  
a l l o w  t h a t  “  t h e r e  m a y  b e  s o m e t h i n g  i n  i t , ”  c o n s i d e r  i t s  
p u r s u i t  p r o d u c t i v e  o f  f a t a l i s t i c  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  h a r m f u l  

t e n d e n c i e s .
B u t  P h r e n o l o g y  i s  n o n e  o f  t h e s e  t h i n g s ,  i t  i s  a  t r u e  

s c i e n c e  t r e a t i n g  o f  t h e  o r g a n s  o f  t h e  m i n d  o n  a  p h y s i c a l  
b a s i s ,  a n d  i t s  c o n c l u s i o n s  a n d  m e t h o d s  a r e  a s  w e l l  j u s t i f i e d  

a s  t h o s e  o f  a n y  o t h e r  s c i e n c e .
T h e  f o u n d e r  o f  P h r e n o l o g y  w a s  G a l l ,  a  n o t e d  p h y 

s i c i a n  a n d  a n a t o m i s t .  B o r n  i n  1 7 5 7  i n  B a d e n ,  h e  l e c t u r e d  
f o r  s o m e t i m e  i n  V i e n n a ,  b u t  w a s  c o m p e l l e d  t o  l e a v e  t h e  
l a t t e r  p l a c e  b e c a u s e  t h a  a u t h o r i t i e s  c o n s i d e r e d  h i s  l e c t u r e s  
o n  p h r e n o l o g y  t e n d e d  i n  s o m e  w a y  t o  t h e  s u b v e r s i o n  o f  
r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f .  H e  t h e n  w e n t  t o  P a r i s  w h e r e  h e  b e c a m e  
a  n a t u r a l i z e d  F r e n c h  s u b j e c t ,  a n d ,  a l t h o u g h  u n s u c c e s s f u l  
i n  g a i n i n g  a  c h a i r  i n . t h e  A c a d e m y ,  w r o t e  a n d  l e c t u r e d  
w i t h  c o n s i d e r a b l e  s u c c e s s  u n t i l  h i s  d e a t h  i n  1 8 2 8 .  H e  
w a s  a s s i s t e d  i n  h i s  l a b o u r s  b y  D r .  S p p r f c h e i m  w h o

^  Bnwauoi—Cod with w.

h a d  j o i n e d . h i m  i n  V i e n n a .  B » .  C o o m b e  o f  S d i a b m g h  
a l s o  p u b l i s h e d  s o m e  i m p o r t a n t  w o r k s  o n  P h r e n o l o g y ,  
a n d  s e v e r a l '  o t h e r  w e l l - k n o w n  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  m e d i c a l  
p r o f e s s i o n  h a v e  w r i t t e n  o r  l e c t r i r e d  o n  t h e  s u b j e c t *

N o w  l e t  u s  e x a m i n e  t h e  d a m n s  o f  P h r e n o l o g y  a n d  t h e  
d a t a 1 u p o n  w h i c h  t h e y  a r e  b a s e d .  I n  t h e  m o s t . r 6 $ e n t  
w o r k s  o n  P h r e n o l o g y ,  i t  i s  s i i d  t o ,  t r e a t  “  o f  t h e  m e n t a l  
p o w e r s ,  a n d  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w h i c h  t h e s e  p o w e r s  h e a r  t o  
c e r t a i n  c o r p o r e a l  c o n d i t i o n s , ”  o r  a g a m  “  i t  . t r e t f t s  o f  
m i n d ,  a s  w 4  k n o w  i t  i n  t h i s  m o r t a l  l i f e ,  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  
m a t t e r  a n d  a c t i n g  t h r o u g h  m a t e r i a l  i n s t r u m e n t s ”  f  * r  i n  
a  m o r e  c o n c r e t e  f o r m  “  i t s  s i m p l e  y e t  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  
d e f i n i t i o n i s  t h i s : e v e r y  f a c u k y . o t  t h e a n i n d  i s m a m & t t e d  
b y  m e a n s  o f  a  p a r t i c u l a r  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  b r a i n ,  c a l l e d ,  i t s  
o r g a n ,  t h e  s i z e  o f  w h i c h ,  o t h e r  t h i n g s  b e i n g  e q u a l ,  »  
p r o p o r t i o n a t e  * )  i t s  p o w e r  o f  f u n c t i o n ^ ” ; * \ . l

: W e  n e e d  n o t  d i s p u t e  t h ^  g e n e r a l  p r o p o s i t i o n  t h a t b r a i n  
i s  t h e  o r g a n  o f  m i n d  ; a i l  r e c e n t  r e s e a r c h  g q e s t o f a r n i s h  
f r e s h  e v i d e n c e  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h i s  n o w  g e n e r a l l y  a c c e p t e d  
v i e w .  B u t  t h e . p r o p o s i t i o n  b y  : i w k i e h  P h r e n o l o g y  s t a n d s  
o r  f a l l s  i s  t h a t  n o t  o n l y  i s  b r a i a t  t h e  o r g a n  o f  m i n d ,  b n t  
t h a t  e a c h  f a c u l t y  o f  t i i e  m i n d h a s i a  c e r t a i n  t p e r i a o n .o f t  t h e  
b r a i n  a s  i t s  s p e c i a l  o r g a n ,  a n d  t h i a t  t h e  s i z e  o f  t h i s !  o r g a n  
v a r i e s  a s  t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f  t h e  f a c u l t y .
•: T h a t  t h i s  i s  p r o b a b l e  f o l l o w s i r o m  t h e  f a c t  t h a f c , a o -  
c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  t e s u U s o f  t b e * b e s t  b i o l o g i c a l  a n d  p s y c h o *  
l o g i c a l  r e i s e a r c h e s , *  n e r v e  c u r r e n t s  f l o w  a l o n g  t h e  l i n e  o f  
l e a s t  r e s i s t a n c e ,  u e . ,  a  c u r r e n t  t e n d s  r a t h e r  t o  p a s s  
a l o n g  t h e  l i n e  t a k e n !  b y  a  p r e v i o u s  c u r r e n t  t h a n  t o  t r a c e  
o u t  a  f r e s h  p a t h  f o r  i t s e l f ,  t h u s ,  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  n e r v e s  
t h e m s e l v e s  a r e  d e t e r m i n e d  b y  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  
l i n e s  a l o n g  w h i c h  t h e  c u r r e n t s  p a s s ;  F r o m  v a r i o u s  d a t a  
i t  i s  a r g u e d  w i t h  e x t r e m e  p r o b a b i l i t y  t h a t  e a c h  o f  o u r  
t h o u g h t s  p r o d u c e s  a  m o l e c u l a r  d i s t u r b a n c e  i n  t h e ;  i q a t t e r  
o f  w h i c h  t h e  b r a i n  i s  c o m p o s e d  ;  t h a t  i f  t h e  s a m e  t h o u g h t  
o r  s e t  o f  t h o u g h t s  i s  o f  f r e q n e n t  o c c u r r e n c e ,  i t  w e a n s  f o r  
i t s e l f  a  s o r t  o f  c h a n n e l ,  a s  i t  w e r e  ; a n d  b y  t h i s -  m e a n s *  i t  
o c c u r s  m o r e  e a s i l y  w i t h  e a c h  r e p e t i t i o n  u n t i l  i t  b e c o m e s  
w h a t  w e  c a l l  a ; h a b i t ,  a n d  t h i s  i s  b o r n e  o u t  b y  w h a t  w e  
k n o w  b y  o b s e r v a t i o n  t o  t a k e  p l a c e  i n  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  r0 f  
p h y s i c a l  h a b i t s ; t h e  u n e x e r c i s e d  m u s c l e  s o o n  b e c o m e s  
s m a l l  a n d  f l a b b y ,  w h i l e  t h a t  w i n c h  i s  i u  o o a s t a n t  u s e  b e 
c o m e s  l a r g e  a r i d  h a r d .  N o w  i f  w e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  s a m e  
t h o u g h t  o r  s e t  o f  t h o u g h t s  h a s  i t s  s p e c i a l  c h a n n e l  i n  t h e  
. b r a i n ,  i t  i s  a t  l e a s t  l i k e l y  t h a t  s i m i l a r  o r  r e l a t e d  t h o u g h t s  
s h o u l d  r u n  i n  o h a n p e l s  t h a t  a r e  n e a r ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  i n  t h o s e  
t h a t  a r e  r e m o t e  f r o m  o n e  a n o t h e r ,  a n d  h e n c e  t b a t  i h e  v a 
r i o u s  s i m i l a r  o r  r e l a t e d  t h o u g h t s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  a  c e r t a i n  
f a c u l t y  s h o x f ld  a i l  t a k e  e f f e c t  i n  o n e  p a r t i c u l a r  p o r t i o A  o f  
t h e  b r a i n ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  i n  v a r i o u s  s c a t t e r e d  p o r t i o n s .  I t  
- i s  n o  o b j e c t i o n  t o  t h i s  v i e w  t o  u r g e 1 t h a t ,  w e r e  i t  c o r r e c t ,  
w e  s h o u l d  e x p e c t  t o  fo n d  t h e  b r a i n  d i s i d e d  n p  i n t o  a  n t u q -  
b e r  o f  p l a i n l y  x d i i f e r e n t i & t e d  n e r v e  c e n t r e s ,  b e c a u s e  w e  
k n o w  t k E r t  t h o u g h l s  a n d  f a c u l t i e s  s h a d e  o f f  i m p e r c e p t i b l y  
i n t o :  o n e a n o t h e r  a n d  n o  h a r d  a n d  f a s t  l i n e  o f  d e m a r -  

• o a t i o n  c a n  b e  d r f c w n  b e t w e e n  t h e i r  v a r i o u s  g r o u p s ; w e r e  
w e  t o  e x p r e s s  w h a t  w*e i m a g i n e - t o  b e  t h e  p t o b a b l e  s t a t e  
o f  t h i n g s  b y  x n e i u s i  o f  a  d i a g r a m ,  w e  s h o u l d  d r a w  a  n e t -  

iW o r k  c o v e r i n g ,  t h e 4 w h o l e  s u r f a c e ,  b u t  c l o s e r  i n  s o m e  
p l a c e s  t h a n  o t h e r s ,  a n d  t h i s  i s  a l l  t h e  p h r e n o l o g i s t s  c o n 
t e n d  f o r .

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  a r e  g i v e n  i n  “  A  c a t e c h i s m  
o f  p h r e n q l p g y ” *  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h i s  v i e w .

“  ( 1 ) .  T h e  m e n t a l  p o w e r s  a r e  n o t  e q u a l l y  d e v e l o p e d  
a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e ,  b u t  a p p e a r  i n  s u c c e s s i o n ,  a s  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  
p a r t s  o f  t h e  b r a i n  t o  w h i c h  t h e y  b e l o n g  b e c o m e  s u c c e s 
s i v e l y  d e v e l o p e d .

( 2 ) .  G e n i u s  i s  g e n e r a l l y  p a r t i a l .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  a  
p e r s o n  m p y  p o s s e s s  a  s t r o n g  g e u i u s  f o r  p o e t r y  , o r  m u s i c ,  
a n d  t o t a l l y  d e s t i t u t e  o i  t a l e n t  f o r  m e t a p h y s i c s  o r  
m a t h e m a t i c s .

( 3 ) ,  I n  d r e a m i n g ,  s o m e  o f  t h e  f a c u l t i e s  a t e  a w a k e ,  
w h i l e  o t h e r s  a r e  a s l e e p ;  n o w ,  i f  t h e y  w e r e  a l l  m a n i f e s t e d  

t h r o u g h  o n e  a n d  t h e  s a m e  o r g a n ,  i t  w o u l d  b e  a b s o l u t e l y
■ ~ »■■■! ■■ -■ ■■ - — --------  ■ . . c ■ , . j

* By » member of tbe Phrenological Moiety of Bdittbnrgli,‘r9Ti8<
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i g t p o & s i b t e  f o r  t h e m  t o  a p p e a r  i a  s u c h  o p p o s i t e  s t a l e s  a t  
« n e a n d  t h e  s a m e  t i m e .

( 4 ) .  I n  p a r t i a l  i n s a n i t y *  t h e r e i e  a  g r e a t  d e f i c i e n c y  i a  
t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  o f  s o m e  o f  t h e  f a c u l t i e s ,  w h i l e  t h a  o t h e r s  
r e m a i n  p o w e r f u l  a n d  h e a l t h y .

( 5 ) .  W h e n ,  t h e  " b r a i n  i s  i n j u r e d ,  a l l  t h e  m e n t a l  f a c u l 
t i e s  a r e  n o t  e q u a l l y  a f f e c t e d ,  b a t  o n e  o r  m o r e ,  i n  p a r t i c u 
la r* , m a n i f e s t  a n  e v i d e n t :  d i s t u r b a n c e  i n  t h e i r  f u n c t i o n s .

• ( 6 ) ,  : T h e  b r a i n y  d u r i n g  i t s  g r o w t h ,  u n d e r g o e s  v a r i o u s  
c h a n g e s  o f  f o r m ,  e a to h  c h a n g e  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  t o  t h e  
p e r m a n e n t  c o n d i t i o n .  o f  t h e  o r g a n  i n  v a r i o u s ^  o r d e r s  o f  
i n f e r i o r  a n i m a l s * ”

F a r t h e r ,  yftiea w  c o m e  t o  e x a m i n e  G a l l ' s  m e t h o d  o f  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  w e  f i n d  t b a t  h i s  c o n c l u s i o n s  w e r e  f o r m e d  
n p o n  a  s o u n d *  i n d u c t i v e  m e t h o d *

H i s  f i r s t  p h r e n o l o g i c a l  o b s e r v a t i o n s  w e r e  m a d e  w h e n  
h e  w a s b u t  a b o y  a t  s c h o o l .  H e  n o t i c e d  t h a t  B o m e  o f  h i s  
c o m p a n i o n s ,  w h o m  h e  c o u l d  e a s i l y  o u t s t r i p  i n  a l l  w o r k  
t h a t  r e q u i r e d  t h e ,  u s e  o f  t h e  r e a s o n i n g  f a c u l t i e s ,  s u c h  a s  
c o m p o s i t i o n ,  w e r e  ' y e t  « b l e  t o  g e t  a h e a d  o f  h i m  i n  t h e  
c l a s s  o n  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e i r  g r e a t  f a c i l i t y  i n  l e a r n i n g  b y  
h e a r t .  H e  n o t i c e d  t b a t  a l l  t h e s e  b o y s  h a d  m o r e  o r  l e s s  
p r o m i n e n t  e y e s  a n d  s o  h e  b e g a n  t o  c o n n e c t  p r o m i n e n t  
e y e s  w i t h  g o o d  m e m o r i e s .  A t  o o l l e g e  h e  m e t  w i t h  d i e  s a m e  
c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  a n d  w a s  g r a d u a l l y  a b l e  t o  d e t e c t  o t h e r  
c o r r e s p o n d e n c e s  b e t w e e n  t h e  f o r m  o f  t h e  b r a i n  a n d  t h e  
c h a r a c t e r  o f  i t s  o w n e r .  H e  n o t  o n l y  v i s i t e d  s c h o o l s ,  p r i 
s o n s  a n d  i n s a n e  a s y l u m s ,  b u t  a l s o  u s e d  t o  a s s e m b l e  h i s  
n e i g h b o u r s  t o g e t h e r ,  a n d  g e t t i n g  t h e m  t o  r e c o u n t  t b e i r  
o w n  s p e c i a l  p e c u l i a r i t i e s ,  a n d  a l s o  t h o s e  o f  o t h e r s ,  h e  
t h e n  m a d e  a l l  t h o s e  w h o  p o s s e s s e d  o n e  f a c n l t y  o r  p r o *  
p e n s i t y  i n  a  m a r k e d  d e g r e e ,  g o  t o  o n e  s i d e  o f  ^ t h a  r o o m ,  
w h i l e  t h o s e  o p p o s i t e l y  e n d o w e d  w e r e  ranged o n  t h e  o t h e r  
s i d e ,  a n d  t h e n  b y  d i n t  o f  c a r e f u l  c o m p a r i s o n ,  h e  
e n d e a v o u r e d  t o  l o c a l i z e  t h e  v a r i o n s  o r g a n s  o f  t h e  m i n d .

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  o b s e r v a t i o n s  o n  t h e s e  l i v i n g  s u b j e c t s ,  h e  
a l s o  e x a m i n e d  a l l  t h e  s k u l l s  h e  c o u l d  p r o c u r e ,  a n d  b y  h i s  
d i s s e c t i o n s  c o n t r i b u t e d  n o t  a  l i t t l e  t o  t h e  t h e n  s o m e w h a t  
s c a n t y  k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e  a n a t o m y  o f  t h e  b r a i n .  H e  w a s  
t h e  f i r s t  t o  p r o v e  t h a t  t h e  c o n v o l u t i o n s  o f  t h e  b r a i n  
c o r r e s p o n d  w i t h  t h e  p r o t u b e r a n c e s  o f  t h e  s k u l l * —i n d e e d  
i f  t h i s  W e r e  n o t  t h e  c a s e ,  n o  p h r e n o l o g i c a l  o b s e r v a t i o n s  
w o u l d  b e  p o s s i b l e  o h  l i v i n g  p e r s o n s *  H e  a l s o  s h o w e d  
t h a t  t h e r e  i s  g r e a t  v a r i e t y  i n  t h e  w e i g h t  o f  d i f f e r e n t  
b r a i n s ,  a n d  t h a t ,  o n  t h e  w h o l e ,  t h e  g r e a t e r ,  t h e  w e i g h t ,  
t h e  g r e a t e r  t h e  p o w e r .  N e a r l y  a l l  g r e a t  m e n  h a v e  h a d  
l a r g e  b r a i n s  a n d  l a r g e  s k u l l s ,  w h e r e  s i z e  o £  b r a i n  i s  
w a n t i n g ,  t h e  r e s u l t  i s  l a c k  o f  f o r c e  i n  t h e  c h a r a c t e r .

G a l l  a l s o  s t u d i e d  t b e  f o r m a t i o n ,  o f  t h e  s k u l l s  o f  a n i m a l s ,  
e n d e a v o u r i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t  w h e t h e r  t b e i r  c h a r a c t e r ,  r e a d  

b y  t h e  l i g h t  o f  t h e  d a t a  f u r n i s h e d  b y  p h r e n o l o g y ?  c o r r e s 
p o n d e d  w i t h  t h e  r e a l  f a c t s  o f  t h e i r  h a b i t s  a n d  i n s t i n c t s ,  
a n d  h e r e  t o o  h e  f o n n d  h i s  c o n c l u s i o n s  c o n f i r m e d .

A s  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  t h e s e  i n n u m e r a b l e  o b s e r v a t i o n s ,  a  
r e g u l a r  s y s t e m  w a s  b u i l t  u p .  E a c h  m e n t a l  f a c u l t y  h a d  a  
l o c a l i t y  i n  t h e  b r a i n  a s s i g n e d  t o  i t ,  a n d  i t  w a s  f o u n d  m o r e 
o v e r  t h a t  a l l  t h e  f a c u l t i e s  c o m p r i s e d  in . e a o h  o f  t h e  n a t u r a l  
d i v i s i o n s  i n t o  w h i c h  t h e y  f a i l ,  w e r e  l o c a t e d  n e a r  o n e  
a n o t h e r ,  t h u s  g i v i n g  a n o t h e r  p r o o f  o f  t h e  c o r r e c t n e s s  o f  
t h e  g e n e r a l  t h e o r y .

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  s y s t e m  t h e r e  a r e  f o r t y - t w o  
o r g a n s  d i v i d e d  i n t o  t h r e e  m a i n  g r o u p s  :— ( 1 )  T h e  P r o p e n 
s i t i e s ,  ( 2 )  T h e  I n t e l l e c t u a l  F a c u l t i e s ,  ( 3 )  T h e - M o r a l  o r  
S p i r i t u a l  S e n t i m e n t s ,  o c c u p y i n g  t h e  b a c k ,  f r o n t  a n d  t o p  
p a r t  o f  t h e  h e a d  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  T h e  m a i n  o b j e c t i o n  
u r g e d  a g a i n s t  p h r e n o l o g y  i s  t h a t  t h e p h r e n o l o g i c a l c l a s s i f i -  
c a t i o n  o f  f a c u l t i e s  i s  i m p e r f e c t .  I t  i s  d o u b t f u l  w h e t h e r  
a n y  a b s o l u t e l y  p e r f e c t  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  c a n  e v e r  b e  a r r i v e d  
a t ,  a n d  t h i s  o b j e c t i o n  d o e s  n o t  o f  i t s e l f ,  e v e n  i f  p r o v e n ,  
d i s e n t i t l e  p h r e n o l o g y  t o  a n y  f u r t h e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  T h e  
c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  w i l l  d o u b t l e s s  b e  i m p r o v e d  a s  t i m e  g o e s  o n  
a n d  t h e  l a b o u r s  o f  s t u d e n t s  o f  p s y c h o l o g y  w i l l  b e  o f  u s e  
t o  t i i e  p h r e n o l o g i s t s ,  b u t  i t  m u s t  b e  r e m e m b e r e d  t h a t  t h e  
c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  i n  u s e  i s  n o t  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  a  t h e o r e t i c a l  
i n q u i r y  i n t o  h o w  t h e  f a c u l t i e s  ought t o  b e  d i v i d e d ,  b u t  

th ©  f e c u l t i e e  w e r e  l o c a t e d  o n e  b y  o n e  i a  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h

o b s e r v e d  f a c t s ,  a p p l y i n g  t o  e a o h  . f a c u l t y  s e p a r a t e l y .  T h a t  
t h e  g e n e r a l  s y n t h e s i s  i s  a s  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  a s  i t  a c t u a l l y  
p r o v e s  t o  b e ,  g i v e s  a  s t r o n g  s u p p o r t  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  t h e o r y ,  
w h i c h  i s  n o t  t o  b e  s h a k e n  b y  a  c o u n t e r  h y p o t h e s i s  b a s e d  o u  
t h e  o c c u r r e n c e  o f  a  f e w  l a c u n a s  i n  w h a t  i s  p r o b a b l y  t h e  
m o s t  d i f f i c u l t  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  t h a t  c a n  b e  a t t e m p t e d ,  f o r  i t  i s  
d i f f i c u l t  t o  g e t  t w o  p h i l o s o p h e r s  t o  a g r e e  u p o n  t h e  d e f i 
n i t i o n  o f  a  p r i m a r y  m e n t a l  f a c u l t y  a n d  w h e n  t h e y  h a v e  
a g r e e d  u p o n  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n ,  i t s  a p p l i c a t i o n  s t i l l  r e m a i n s  
o p e n  t o  d i s p u t e ; i t  s e e m s  t o  u s  t h a t  a n y  p u r e l y  t h e o r e t i c a l  
c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  s h o u l d  b e  c h e c k e d  b y  o b s e r v e d  p h r e n o l o g i *  
c a l  f a c t s  a n d  n o t  u s e d  t o  i m p u g n  t h e m .  »

I n  t h e  p r a c t i c a l  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  p h r e n o l o g y ,  viz., m 
j u d g i n g  a  p e r s o n ' s  c h a r a c t e r  f r o m  t h e  d a t a  s u p p l i e d  b y  
t h e  c o n f o r m a t i o n  o f  h i s .  s k u l l ,  t h e  s i z e  o f  t h e  h e a d  m u s t  
b e t a k e n  i n t o  a c c o u n t ,  a s  t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f  e a c h  o r g a n  
f e  e s t i m a t e d  n o t  h y  i t s  m a g n i t u d e  a s  c o m p a r e d  w i t h  
a  c e r t a i n  s t a n d a r d  o r g a n ,  b u t  a s  c o m p a r e d  w i t h  t h e  h e a d  
u n d e r  e x a m i n a t i o n .  A g a i n ,  s i n o e  o n e  a n d  t h e  s a m e  p e r s o n  
m a y  a p p a r e n t l y  p o s s e s s  v a r i o u s  c o n t r a d i c t o r y  c h a r a c t e r 
i s t i c s ,  i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y ,  i n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a o e ,  t o  d e t e r m i n e  w h i c h  
o f  t h e  t h r e e  g r o u p s  o f  o r g a n s  p r e d o m i n a t e s *  A n o t h e r  
p r i m e  f a c t o r  t o  b e  t a k e n  i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  i s  t h e  t e m p e r 
a m e n t .  O f  t h e s e  t h e  p h r e n o l o g i s t s  c o n s i d e r  t h e r e  a r e  
t h r e e  p r i m a r y  o n e s *  v i z . ,  v i t a l ,  m o t i v e  a n d  m e n t a l ,  a n d  
t h e  p r e v a i l i n g  t e m p e r a m e n t  s u p p l i e s  t h e  k e y - n o t e  o f  t h e  
w h o l e  c h a r a c t e r .  T h e  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  t h e s e  i s  f u r n i s h e d  
b y  t h e  g e n e r a l  o u t l i n e  o f  t h e  h e a d ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  f a c e .  
W e  a r e  n o t  s u r e ,  a s  w e  h a v e  n o t  s t u d i e d  a l l  t h e  w o r k s  
o n  t b e  s u b j e c t ,  t h a t  s u f f i c i e n t  i m p o r t a n c e  i s  a t t a c h e d  
b y  p h r e n o l o g i s t s  t o  t h e  i n d i c a t i o n s  o f  c h a r a c t e r  f u r n i s h e d  
b y  t h e  g e n e r a l  o u t l i n e .  I t  i s  n o t  a l w a y s  r e c o g n i z e d ,  
e v e n  b y  a r t i s t s  a n d  p o r t r a i t  p a i n t e r s  t h a t  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  e a c h  i n d i v i d u a l  f a c e  i s  p r i m a r i l y  e x 
p r e s s e d  i n  i t s  o u t l i n e .  T h e  v a r i o u s  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  
f e a t u r e s  a r e  a l l  i n c l u d e d  i n  a  c o m p a r a t i v e l y  f e w  
v a r i a t i o n s  f r o m  a  c o m m o n  t y p e ,  b u t  w h a t  t h e  k a b a l i s t s  
c a l l e d  t h e  signature, t h e  s y n t h e s i s  o f  t h e  w h o l e ,  a p p e a r s  
o n l y  i n  t h e  o u t l i n e .  I t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  o u t l i n e s  m a y  b e  
r o n g h l y  c l a s s e d  u n d e r  t h e  t h r e e  g e n e r a l  t y p e s  o f  t h e  
p h r e n o l o g i s t s ,  b u t  f r o m  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  h e a d  t o  t h e  c h i n  
t h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  f i n e  t h o u g h  s a l i e n t  c u r v e s ,  t h e  c o m b in a * -  
t i o n  a n d  v a r i a t i o n s  o f  w h i c h  a r e  i n f i n i t e ;  a n d  t h e s e  i t  
w o u l d  b e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  e x p r e s s  i o  r o u g h  d i a g r a m s  n n d  t h e y  
w o u l d  d o u b t l e s s  b e  b e s t  l e a r n e d  b y  e x p e r i e n c e ,  t h o u g h  a  
s e t  o f  w e l l - c h o s e n  t y p i c a l  p o r t r a i t s  m i g h t  p r o v e  e x 
t r e m e l y  n s e f u l .

S i n c e  t h e  t i m e  o f  G ra il  a n d  S p u r s h e i m  p h r e n o l o g y  h a s  
b e e n  e n r i c h e d  b y  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  a  v a s t  a m o u n t  o f  p a i n s 
t a k i n g  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  a n d  p r a c t i s e d  p r o f e s s o r s  o f  t h e  
s c i e n c e  a r e  a b l e  t o  g i v e  w o n d e r f u l l y  t r u t h f u l  r e a d i n g s  o f  

c h a r a c t e r e v e n f r o m p h o t o g r a p h s ,  s o  t h a t  w h a t e v e r  t h e o r e 
t i c a l  o b j e c t i o n s  m a y  b e  u r g e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  
t h e  m e n t a l  f a c u l t i e s  e m p l o y e d ,  t h e  p r a c t i c a l  r e s u l t s  a r e  
m o s t  s a t i s f a c t o r y .

I t  c a n n o t  b e  d i s p u t e d  t h a t  u n d e r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  
l a w  o f  K a r m a  e v e r y  i n d i v i d u a l  s t a r t s  o n  h i s  e a r t h l y  p i l 
g r i m a g e  w i t h  a  c e r t a i n  n u m b e r  o f  i n n a t e  f a c u l t i e s  o f  a  
g i v e n  i n t e n s i t y  ; t h e  s e c o n d  m a i n  f a c t o r  o f  h u m a n  l i f e  
b r o u g h t  a b o n t  b y  K a r m a ,  b e i n g  t h e  s e t  o f  c i r c u m s t a n c e s *  
a m i d  w h i c h  t h a t  l i f e  i s  t o  b e  p a s s e d .  I t  i s  p l a i n  t h e r e 
f o r e  t h a t  c o u l d  w e  k n o w ,  h o w e v e r  r o u g h l y ,  t h e  b e a r i n g s  
o f  t h e  f i r s t  o f  t h e s e  f a c t o r s ,  i t  w o u l d  h e l p  u s  c o n s i d e r a b l y  
i n  o u r  a c t i o n  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  s e c o n d .  T h i s  i s  j t i s t  t h e  
i n f o r m a t i o n  w h i c h  p h r e n o l o g y  p r o p o s e s  t o  f u r n i s h ,  a n d  
h e n c e  t h e  s t r o n g  c l a i m s  i t  h a s  u p o n  o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .

T h i s  i s  e s p e c i a l l y  i m p o r t a n t  i n  t h o  c a s e  o f  t h e  y o u n g  
a n d  o f  t h o s e  w h o  a r e  j u s t  s t a r t i n g  i n  l i f e .  E d u c a t i o n  
c o u l d  b e  m u c h  m o r e  w i s e l y  d i r e c t e d  i f  d u e  r e g a r d  w e r e  
p a i d  t o  t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  a n d  i d i o s y n c r a c i e s  o f  c h i l d r e n ,  
s o m e  o f  w h i c h  n e e d  e n c o u r a g e m e n t  a n d  o t h e r s  r e 
p r e s s i o n .  I f  a g a i n  p r o f e s s i o n s  w e r e  c h o s e n  w i t h  r e s p e c t  
t o  t h e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  t h e r e  w o u l d  b e  f e w e r  
r o u n d  m e n  i n  s q u a r e  h o l e s .  M o s t  p h r e n o l o g i c a l  m a n u a l *  
g i v e  a  c a r e f u l  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  s p e c i a l  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  n e e d e d  

f o r  s u c c e s s  i n  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  c a l l i n g s  o f  l i f e  a n d  t h u sU XT I V



c o n t a i n  i n f o r m a t i o n  w h i b h  m i g h t  b e  p r a c t i c a l l y  a c t e d  
u p o u  w i t h  a d v a n t a g e  b y  a l l .  1

0 .  P t t r t t e i n a E ,  P .  T .  S .  

e ■■ ■
CONCENTRATION. 

i( There is but one step from the sublifne to the ridiculous”
C o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  m i n d  m e a n s  t h e  p e r m a n e n t  p r e 

d o m i n a n c e  o f  o n e  s e t o f  i d e a s  o r  t h o u g h t s  o v e r  t h e  r e s t .  
O u r  m i n d  i s  t o  c o n s t i t u t e d  t h a t  i t  h a s  a  n a t u r a l  t e n d e n c y  
t o  b e  l o s t  i n  t b e  l a b y r i n t h  o f  t h e  s e n s e s .  G u i d e d  b y  
u n l i m i t e d  d e s i r e s ,  t h e  t n d n d  h o v e r s  o Y e r  a  t h o u s a n d  a n d  
o n e  o b j e c t s  o f  s e n s e !  a n d  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  b e i n g  t h u s  d i v i d e d ,  
t i i e  m e n t a l  e n e r g y  s o  s p e n t  i s  n o t  p r o d u c t i v e  o f  f a r *  
r e a c h i n g  r e s u l t s .  B i o g r a p h i e s  o f  g r e a t  m e n  s h o w  t h a t  
t b e  r e a l  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  t h e m  a u d  t h e  c o m m o n  h e r d  
l i e s  i n  t h e  p o w e r  o f  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  t h o u g h t .  S c i e n *  
t i s t s ,  p h i l o s o p h e r s  a n d  w i s e  m e n ,  a c q u i r e  s n o b  a  w o n d e r 
f u l  c o n t r o l  o v e r  t h e  m i n d  t h a t  t h e y  c a n ,  a t  w i l l ,  i m m e r s e  
t h e m s e l v e s  ifc  t h e i r  s p e o i a l  s u b j e c t s ,  w i t h  a l l - a b s o r b i n g  
a t t e n t i o n .  T o  d i s c o v e r  g r e a t  a n d  g r a n d  t r u t h s ,  w e  m u s t  

s e t  t h e  w h o l e  m e n t a l  e n e r g y  i n  o n e  d i r e c t i o n  o n l y .  I f  w e  
w a n t  t o  a c t  u p  t o  a n y  g r a n d  a n d  s u b l i m e  i d e a l ,  t h e  i d e a l  
s h o u l d  b e  m a d e  t o  s t a n d  o u t  i n b 6 1 d  r e l i e f  b e f o r e  t b e  m i n d ' s  
e y e .  I t  i s  a  c u r i o u s  f a c t  t h a t  a  m e n t a l  i m p r e s s i o n ,  i f  
s u f f i c i e n t l y  s t r o n g  a n d  l a s t i n g ,  i s  c a p a b l e  o f  r e a c t i n g  o n  
t h e  s y s t e m  a n d  t h i s  r e a c t i o n  h a s  b e e n  f o u n d  t o  m o u l d  e v e n  
t h e  p h y s i c a l  f r a m e  i n  a  p e c u l i a r  w a y .  T h e  p r o c e s s  k n o w n  
a s  Bhrdmarikaran, i n  o u r  S h a s t r a s ,  i s  a n  i n s t a n c e  
e x e m p l i f y i n g  t h e  t r u t h  o f t h e  a s s e r t i o n ,  a n d  m o d e r n  g y n o e -  
c d o g i s t s  h a v e  i n  a  m a n n e r  c o r r o b o r a t e d  t h e  o b s e r v a t i o n  
o f  o u r  a n c i e n t  a n d  r e v e r e d  Rishis b y  d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  e f f e c t  
o f  t e r r o r  o r  a n y  l a s t i n g  m e n t a l  i m p r e s s i o n ,  o n  t h e  h a m a n  
o r g a n i s a t i o n .  T h e  e f f e c t  o f  f r i g h t ,  c a u s e d  b y  t i i e  s i g h t  
o f  a  Kanchpoka ( b e e t l e )  o n  t h e  d e l i c a t e  o r g a n i s a t i o n  o f  
a  Telapoka ( c o c k - r o a c h )  i s  s o  g r e a t  t h a t  i n  c o u r s e  o f  
t i m e  ( t w o  o r  t h r e e  w e e k s )  t h e  i n s e c t  k n o w n  a s  t h e  c o c k 
r o a c h  i s  t r a n s f o r m e d  i n t o  a  b e e t l e .  T h i s  f a c t  h a s  c o m e  
u n d e r  m y  p e r s o n a l  o b s e r v a t i o n .  I n  g y n e c o l o g i c a l  w o r k s  
v a r i o u s  i n s t a n c e s  a r e  r e c o r d e d  o f  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  f r i g h t  o h 
p r e g n a n t  w o m e n ,  t h i s  e f f e c t  b e i n g  t r a n s m i t t e d  t o  t h e  
u n b o r n  o f f s p r i n g  w h o s e  f e a t u r e s  w e r e  m o u l d e d  a c c o r d i n g 
ly -  I f ,  t h e n ,  a  m e n t a l  i m p r e s s i o n  i s  s o  p o w e r f u l  a n d  i t s  
e f f e c t s  s o  v e r y  f a r - r e a c h i n g ,  t h e r e  c a n  b e  n o  d o u b t  t h a t ,  
b y  p r o p e r  c u l t u r e  a n d  t r a i n i n g ,  w e  c a n  b r i n g  t h e  m i n d  
t o  sndh a  s t a t e  t h a t  o n l y  o n e  s e t  o f  i m p r e s s i o n s  w i l l  b e  
p e r m a n e n t l y  p r e d o m i n a n t  i n  i t ,  a n d  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  s u c h  
i m p r e s s i o n s  w i l l  b e  p r o p o r t i o n a t e  t o  t h e i r  i n t e n s i t y .

T h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  t h o u g h t ,  i f  c a r r i e d  o u t  
s t e a d i l y  f o r  s o m e t i m e ,  i s  s e e n  t o  p r o d u c e  ( 1 )  p s y c h i c  
e x a l t a t i o n ,  ( 2 )  p e r c e p t i v e  e x a l t a t i o n , ,  a n d  ( 3 )  m o r a l  e x a l 
t a t i o n .  B u t  t l i e  m e r e  e x a l t a t i o n  o f  t h e  p s y c h i c ,  p e r c e p t i v e  
a n d  m o r a l  f a c u l t i e s ,  i s  n o t  o f  i t s e l f  a n  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  
s u c c e s s  o f  s u c h  p r a c t i c e .  F o r  i n  t h e  i n c u b a t i o n  p e r i o d  
o f  i n s a n i t y ,  t h e s e  f a c u l t i e s  a r e  f i r s t  e x a l t e d  a n d  t h e n  
p e r v e r t e d .  T h e r e  i s  n o  b a r d  a n d  f a s t  l i h e o f  d e m a r c a t i o n  
b e t w e e n  s a n i t y  a n d  i n s a n i t y .  W e  c a n n o t ,  w i t h  a n y  
d e g r e e  o f  c e r t a i n t y ,  d e f i n e  t h e  l i m i t  w h e r e  s a n i t y  e n d s  
a n d  i n s a n i t y  b e g i n s .  D r .  J o h n s o n  b ^ s  t r a c e d ,  w i t h  t h e  
h a n d  o f  a  m a s t e r ,  t h e  i u s i d u o u s  a d v a n c e s  o f  d i s e a s e d  
t h o u g h t .  H e  s a y s : —

“ Some particular train of ideas fixes npon the mind, all other 
intellectual gratifications are rejected : the mind in weariness or 
leisure recurs constantly to the favorite-con ception and feastb on 
the luscious falsehood, whenever it is offended with the bitter
ness of truth. By degrees the reign of fancy is confirmed. She 
grows first imperious and, in time, despotic. These fictions 
begin to operate as realities, false opinions fasten upon the 
mind and life passes in dreams of rapture or of anguish.

D r .  W i n d o w  s p e a k s  o n  t h e  s a m e  s u b j e c t  a s  f o l l o w s

"An attentive observer, tracing the first period of the 
evolution of a fixed idea, witnesses one of the most curious 
spectacles imaginable. He sees a man the prey of a disposition 
imposed by insanity, striving from time to time to rid nimsefcf 
of it, but ever felting back under its tyrannical influence, and 
constrained by the laws of his mind to seek for some form under 
which to give it a body and a definite existence. He will be 
seen successively .to adopt and to repel divers ideas which

present themselves to hitki and laboriously striving to deliver 
nimself of a delirium which shall be the expression, the exact 
image of an internal oocdition, of which he himself, after all, 
suspects not the existenoe. This first phase In the evolution of 
tbe fixed ides, this gradual and progressive creation of delirium, 
constitutes the period of incubation of insanity.’*

I u  i n s a n i t y ,  t o o ,  t h e  p s y c h i c a l  f a c u l t i e s  a r e  f i r s t  
e x a l t e d .  T a s s o  c o m p o s e d  h i s  m o s t  e l o q u e n t  a n d  i m p a s 
s i o n e d  v e r s e s  d u r i n g  p a r o x y s m s  o f  i n s a n i t y .  L u c r e t i u s  
w r o t e  h i s  i m m o r t a l  p o e m  f D e  r e r u m  N a t u r a '  w h e n  
s u f f e r i n g  f r o m  a n  a t t a c k  o f  m e n t a l  a b e r r a t i o n .  A l e x ?  
a n d e r  C r u d e n  c o m p i l e d  h i s  1 C o n c o r d a n c e *  w h i l s t  i n s a n e .  
S o m e  o f  t h e  a b l e s t  a r t i c l e s  i n  u A i k e n ' s  B i o g r a p h y "  
W e r e  w r i t t e n  b y  a  p a t i e n t  i n  a  l u n a t i c  a s y l u m .  T h e  
p e r c e p t i v e  f a c u l t i e s  a l s o ,  a r e ,  i n  t h e  i n s a n e ,  f i r s t  e x a l t e d  
& n d  t h e n  p e r v e r t e d .  I l l u s i o n s  o f  t h e  s e n s e s  a n d  d e l u 
s i o n s  o f  t h e  m i n d  a r e  s o m e t i m e s  n o t i c e d  a m o n g  t h d  
i n c i p i e n t  s y m p t o m s  o f  a c u t e  a f f e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  e n c e p h a l o n ,  
f i n a l l y  i n s a n i t y  a n d  o t h e r  c e r e b r a l  d i s e a s e s  o f t e n  m a n i 
f e s t  t h e m s e l v e s ,  i n  t b e i r  e a r l y  s t a g e s ,  b y  e x a l t a t i o n s  
a n d  p e r v e r s i o n s  o f  t h e  m o r a l  s e n s e .

T h e s e  t w o  s t a t e s  o f  t h e  m i n d  t h e n ,  a r e  f o u n d  t o  b e  c l o s e l y  
r e l a t e d  t o  e a c h  o t h e r .  T h e r e  i s  o n l y  a  s i n g l e  s t e p  i n t e r *  
y e n i n g  b e t w e e n  t h e '  s u b l i m e ’ a n d  t h e  ' r i d i c u l o u s , *  a n d  t h a t  
s t e p  i s  s e l f - e 6 n t r o l .  D i r e c t l y  t h e  w i l l  c e a s e s  t o  e x e r c i s e  a  
p r o p e r  i n f l u e n c e  o v e r  t h e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  a n d  t h e  e m o 
t i o n s ,  t h e  m i n d  l o s e s  i t s  h e a l t h y  b a l a n c i n g  p o w e r .  I n  
i n s a n i t y  t h e  p o w e r  o f  s e l f - c o n t r o l  i s  w e a k e n e d  p r  a l t o 
g e t h e r  l o s t  b y  a  v o l u n t a r y  a n d  c r i m i n a l  i n d u l g e n c e  o f  a  
t r a i n  o f  t h o u g h t  w h i c h  i t  w a s  t h e  d u t y  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ,  
i n  t h e  f i r s t  i n s t a n c e ,  t o  r e s o l u t e l y  b a t t l e  w i t h ,  c o n t r o l  
a n d  s u b d u e .  B u t  i n  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  c o n c e n t r a t i o n ,  t h e  
p o w e r  o f  s e l f - c o n t r o l  i s  i m m e a s u r a b l y  e n h a n c e d .  E v i l  
t h o u g h t s  a r e  n e v e r  a l l o w e d  t o  c a s t  t h e i r  p h a n t a s m a l  
s h a d e  a c r o s s  t h e  c l e a r  m e n t a l  h o r i z o n .  B u t  i f  t h i s  p r a c 
t i c e  b e  c a r r i e d  o u t  w i t h o u t  d u e  r e g a r d  b e i n g  p a i d  t o  t h e  
c o l l a t e r a l  s u b j e c t s  o f  s e l f - p u r i f i c a t i o n  a n d  u n s e l f i s h n e s s  
a n d  w i t h o u t  t h e  g u i d a n c e  o f  a  m a s t e r ,  t h e  c h a n c e s  a r o  
t h a t  t h e  m e n t a l  e q u i l i b r i u m  i s  o v e r t u r n e d  a n d  i t  d e g e n e 
r a t e s  i n t o  t b e  r i d i c u l o u s .  R e l i g i o u s  f a n a t i c i s m ,  s e c t a r i a n  
b i g o t r y ,  s u p e r s t i t i o n  a n d  c r e d u l i t y  a r e  t h e  n a t u r a l  
o u t c o m e  o f  a  w a n t  o f  s e l f - c o n t r o l .  H o w  i m p o r t a n t  i t  i s  t o  
t r a c e  t h e  c o n n e x i o n  b e t w e e n  a  t o t a l  w a n t  o f  s e n s i b i l i t y  
i n  r e g a r d  t o  t h o s e  i m p r e s s i o n s  w h i c h  a f f e c t  t h e  s a l v a t i o n  
o f  m a n  f r o m  m i s e r y  a n d  b o n d a g e ,  a n d  a  s u p e r - e x a l t e d  
s e n s i b i l i t y  i n  r e g a r d  t o  s u c h  m a t t e r s .  B o t h  a r e ,  t o  a  
g r e a t  e x t e n t ,  d e p e n d e n t  o n  c e r t a i n  u n h e a l t h y  c o n d i t i o n s  
o f  t h e  b o d y .  I n  m y  o p i n i o n ,  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  p h y 
s i c i a n  s h o u l d  b e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  d i r e c t e d  t o  t h e  p h y s i c a l  
c o n d i t i o n  o f  t h e  f u n c t i o n s  o f  o r g a n i c  l i f e ,  w h e n  h e  w i t 
n e s s e s  i n s t a n c e s  o f  a  s p e c i a l l y  e x a l t e d  o r  d e p r e s s e d  c o n 
d i t i o n  o f  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  f e e l i n g s ,  n o t  c l e a r l y  t r a c e a b l e  t o  
t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  t b e  s i x t h  p r i n c i p l e  i n  m a n .  I  a m  a w a r e  
t h a t  m e r e  id  a  d i s p o s i t i o n  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  t h o s e  w h o  t a k e  a n  
ultra s p i r i t u a l  v i e w  o f  t h e  m i n d ’s  o p e r a t i o n s  t o  e x a g g e 
r a t e  t r u t h s  w h i c h  u l t i m a t e l y  g r o w  i n t o  d a n g e r o u s  l i e s .

u W h a t  c h e e r / 5 s a y s  E m e r s o n ,  “  c a n  t h e  r e l i g i o n s  
s e n t i m e n t  y i e l d ,  w h e n  t h a t  i s  S u s p e c t e d  t o  b e  s e c r e t l y  
d e p e n d e n t  o n  t h e  s e a s o n s  o f  t h e  y e a r  a n d  t h e  s t a t e  o f  t h e  
b l o o d . ”  “  I  k n e w / ’ h e  c o n t i n u e s ,  “ a  w i t t y  p h y 
s i c i a n  w h o  f o u n d  t h e o l o g y  i n  t h e  b i l i a r y  d a c t  a n d  
u s e d  t o  a f f i r m  t h a t  i f  t h e r e  w a s  d i s e a s e  o f  t h e  l i v e r ,  t h e  
m a n  b e c a m e  a  C a l v i n i s t ,  a n d  i f  t h a t  o r g a n  w a s  h e a l t h y  
h e  b e c a m e  a  U n i t a r i a n . ”  I n  r e p l y  t o  t h i s  p i e c e  o f  
p l e a s a n t r y  I  w o u l d  o b s e r v e  t h a t  m a n y  a  m a n  h a s  
c o n s i d e r e d  h i m s e l f  s p i r i t u a l l y  l o s t  w h i l s t  u n d e r  t h e  
m e n t a l  d e p r e s s i o n  c a u s e d  b v  a  l o n g  c o n t i n u e d  h e p a t i c  a n d  
g a s t r i c  d e r a n g e m e n t ; a n d  i n s t a n c e s  o c c u r  o f  p e r s o n s  
i m a g i n i n g  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  b e  c o n d e m n e d  t o  e v e r l a s t i n g  
p u n i s h m e n t ,  o r  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  s u b j e c t s  t o  S a t a n i c  v i s i t a t i o n  
o r  h o l d  p e r s o n a l  c o m m u n i o n  w i t h  M o s e s  a n d  J e s u s  C h r i s t ,  
o w i n g  t o  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  v i s c e r a l  d i s e a s e  a n d  s  c o n g e s t 
e d  c o n d i t i o n  o f  s o m e  o n e  o f  t h e  g r e a t  n e r v o u s  c e n t r e s :  
" I t  i s  p r o b a b l e , ”  s a y s  D r .  C h e y n e ,  “  t h a t  t h e y ,  w h o  
h a v e  f o r m e d  a  l i v e l y  c o n c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  p e r s o n a l  a p p e a r 
a n c e  o f  S a t a n  f r o m  p r i n t s  o r  p a i n t i n g s ,  h a d  t h e  c o n c e p 

t i o n  r e a l i s e d  i n  n e r v o u s  a n d  f e b r i l e  d i s e a s e s ,  e r  a f t e r



t a k i n g  n a r c o t i c  m e d i c i n e s ,  a n d  i t  i s  b u t  c h a r i t a b l e  t o  
b e l i e v e  t h a t  P o p i s h  l e g e n d s ,  w h i c h  d e s c r i b e  v i c t o r i e s  
o v e r  S a t a n ,  b y  h o l y  e n t h u s i a s t s ,  h a v e  h a d  t h e i r  o r i g i n  i n  
d e l u s i o n s  o f  t h e  m i n d  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e y  w e r o  p i o u s  
f r a u d s , ”

S e l f - c o n t r o l  t h e n ,  i s  t h e  p r i m e  f a c t o r  w h i c h  s e r v e s  t o  
d i s t i n g u i s h  t h e  1 s u b l i m e '  f r o m  t h e  * r i d i c u l o u s '  a n d  t o  
k e e p  t h e  m i n d  w i t h i n  l e g i t i m a t e  b o u n d s .  B a t  i n  o r d e r  t o  
e n s u r e  s u c c e s s  i n  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  
m i n d ,  i t  w e r e  w e l l ,  t o  h a v e  a  c l e a r  c o n c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  
i m p o r t  o f  t h e  t e r m  s e l f - c o n t r o l .  I t  i s  n o t  e n o u g h  
m e r e l y  t o  k e e p  c o n t r o l  o v e r  t h i s  o r  t h a t  p a s s i o n ,  o v e r  
t h i s  o r  t b a t  w r o n g f u l  a c t i o n ,  b u t  b y  s e l f - c o n t r o l  w e  
s h o u l d  l e a r n  t o  k e e p  c o m p l e t e  a n d  f u l l  c o n t r o l  o v e r  a l l  
t h e  p a s s i o n s ,  e v i l  t h o n g h t s ,  a n d  d e e d s  t h a t  t o g e t h e r  f o r m  
o u r  l o w e r  n a t u r e .  T h e r e  i s  n o t h i n g  s o  d i f f i c u l t  a s  t o  
k e e p  c o n s t a n t  a n d  u n r e m i t t i n g  w a t c h  a n d  w a r d  o v e r  
o u r  i g n o b l e  s e l f .  T h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  n e g a t i v e  v i r t u e s  i s  

n o n e  t h e  l e s s  s e r i o u s  o r  d i f f i c u l t  t h a n  t h e  p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  
a c t i v e  c h a r i t y  a n d  b e n e v o l e n c e .  I f  w e  r e l a x  t h e  s t e r n  
w a k e f u l n e s s  o f  t h e  r e a s o n  a n d  w i l l — e v e n  f o r  a  s i n g l e  
m o m e n t — i f  w e  a l l o w  t h e  i h s i d u o u s  a d v a n c e s  o f  e v e n  o n e  
i m p u r e  t h o u g h t  f o r  a  s i n g l e  m o m o & t ,  t h e f r e  i s  n o  
k n o w i n g  i n t o  w h a t  i g n o b l e  d e p t h s  w e  m a y  b e  h u r l e d !  
O n c e  a d m i s s i o n  i s  g r a n t e d  t o  a n  u n h a l l o w e d  s e n t i m e n t ,  
i t  s e l d o m  f a i l s  t o  s t r i k e  r o o t  i n  c o n g e n i a l  s o i l .  M a n  
b e i n g  a  c o m p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  S e r a p h  a n d  t h e  B e a s t ,  
w h a t  h e a r t  h a s  b e e n ,  a t  a l l  t i m e s ,  f r e e  f r o m  m a l e v o 
l e n t  p a s s i o n ,  r e v e n g e f u l  e m o t i o n ,  l u s t f u l  f e e l i n g ,  u n n a 
t u r a l  a n d ,  a l a s  ! d e v i l i s h  i m p u l s e s  ? I s  n o t  e v e r y  
b o s o m  p o l l u t e d  b y  a  d a r k  l e p r o u s  s p o t ,  c o r r o d i n g  u l c e r  
o r  c e n t r e  o f  m o r a l  g a n g r e n e  ?  D o e s  t h e r e  n o t  c l i n g
l o  e v e r y  m i n d  s o m e  m e l a n c h o l y  r e m i n i s c e n c e  o f  t h e  p a s t  
w h i c h  t h r o w s ,  a t  t i m e s ,  a  s o m b r e  s h a d e  o v e r  t h e  c h e q u e r e d  
p a t h  o f  l i f e ?  W e  m a y  f l a t t e r  o a r  p h a r i s a i c a l  v a n i t y  
a n d  h u m a n  p r i d e  b y  a f f i r m i n g  t h a t  w e  a r e  f r e e  f r o m  
t h e s e  m e l a n c h o l y  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  m o r a l  s u f f e r i n g  a n d  s a d  
s t a t e s  o f  m e n t a l  i n f i r m i t y ,  b u t  w e  s h o u l d  b e  b e l y i n g  
h u m a n  n a t u r e  i f  w e  w e r e  t o  i g n o r e  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  s u c h ,  
p e r h a p s  o n l y  t e m p o r a r y ,  e v a n e s c e n t  a n d  p a r o x y s m a l  
c o n d i t i o n s  o f  u n h e a l t h y  t h o u g h t s  a n d  p h a s e s  o f  p a s s i o n .

T h e r e  a r e  f o u r  g r e a t  o b s t a c l e s  t h a t  s t a n d  i n  t h e  w a y  o f  
t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  t h o u g h t ,  a n d  t h e s e  a r e  
t e r m e d  i n  S a n s k r i t  ( 1 )  Bikshepa, ( 2 )  Ra$a8W&dan3 ( 8 )  
Kashaya a n d ,  (4 )  Loya. *

( I )  Bikshepa i s  t h a t  n a t u r a l  t e n d e n c y  o f  t h e  m i n d  w h i c h  
m a k e s  i t  e v e r  a n d  a p o n  f l y  f r o m  a  f i x e d  p o i n t .  T h i s  h a b i 

t u a l l y  d i f f u s i v e  t e n d e n c y  o f  t h e  m i n d  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  c a u s e s  
o f  o u r  b o n d a g e .  T h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  i s  r e 
c o m m e n d e d  i n  o u r  Shastras, w i t h  t h e  p r i m a r y  o b j e c t  
o f  q o u n t e r a c t i n g  t h i s  e v i l  t e n d e n c y .  B u t  t h e  a p 
p a r e n t l y  i n s u r m o j a n t a j b l e  n a t u r e  o f  t h i s  t e n d e n c y  i s  
n e v e r  m a n i f e s t e d  s o  s t r o n g l y  a s  w h e n  w e  t r y  t o  b a t t l e  
w i t h  i t .  E v e r y  b e g i n n e r  k n o w s  h o w  f r e q u e n t l y  h i s  m i n d  
u n c o n s c i o u s l y  w a n d e r s  a w a y  f r o m  t h e  g r o o v e . w h e r e i n  
h e  h a s  b e e n  s o  a s s i d u o u s l y  s t r i v i n g  t o  k e e p  i t .  E x e r t  
y o u r s e l f  t o  t h e  b e s t  o f  y o n r  e n d e a v o u r s  t o  k e e p  t h e  
i m a g e  s t a n d i n g  c l e a r l y  b e f o r e  y o u ,  i t  g e t s  b l u r r e d  a n d  
i n d i s t i n c t  i n  a l m o s t  n o  t i m e ,  a n a  y o u  f i n d ,  t o  y o u r  u t t e r  
d i s c o m f i t u r e ,  t h e  m i n d  d i v e r t e d  i n t o  q u i t e  a n  u n e x p e c t e d  
a n d  u n l o o k e d - f o r  c h a n n e l .  T h e  c h a n n e l s  t h r o u g h  w h i c h  
t h e  m i n d  t h u s  s l i p s  a w a y  s t e a l t h i l y ,  a f f o r d  i t  i m p r e s 
s i o n s  e i t h e r  o f  p l e a s u r a b l e  o r  p a i n f u l  c h a r a c t e r ,  a n d  
a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  p r e d o m i n a n c e  o f  t h e  o n e  o r  t h e  o t h e r ,  t h e  
s e c o n d  a n d  t h i r d  o b s t a c l e s  a r e  s a i d  t o  p r e s e n t  t h e m s e l v e s .  
( 2 )  Rasaswadan,  t h e r e f o r e ,  i s  t h a t  s t a t e  o f  t h e  m i n d  i n  
w h i c h  i t  b r o o d s  o v e r  p l e a s u r a b l e  i d e a s .  O u r  m i n d  i s  
i n  s u c h  i n t i m a t e  s y m p a t h y  w i t h  t h o s e  i m p r e s s i o n s  
w h i c h  a r e  c a l l e d  p l e a s u r a b l e ,  t h a t  w h e n  i t  
o n c e  r e v e r t s  t o  a  t r a i n  o f  s i m i l a r  i d e a s ,  i t  i s  
v e r y  h a r d  t o  t u r n  i t  a w a y  f r o m  t h e m  a n d  f a s t e n  i t  
u p o n  t h e  p o i n t  f r o m  w h e n c e  i t  w a n d e r e d .  ( 8 )  Kashdya,  
a g a i n ,  i s  t h a t  c o n d i t i o n  i n  w h i c h  t h e  m i n d  i s  l o s t  i n  t h e  
r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  u n p l e a s a n t  t h o u g h t s — t h o u g h t s  w h o s e

*  I n  a t ta in in g  to Nirvikalpa Samadhi t h e  re a d e r  is  re m in d e d ; th e s e  
four obstacles eppm with but slight 2ne<U&vatiwfi«

w i t h e r i n g :  i n f l u e n c e  a n d :  d e a t h - l i k e  i s h a d o w  o v ie r  f t h e  
m i n d ,  h a v e  b e e n  m a n y  a  t i m e ,  t b e  c a u s e  o f  b l i g h t i n g ,  
B a d d e n i n g  a n d  o f t e n  c r u s h i n g  t h e  t e s t ,  k i n d e s t  a n d  

n o b l e s t  o f  h u m a n  h e a r t s  ! ( 4 )  T h e  l a s t ,  t h o u g h  n o t  t h e  
l e a s t ,  o f  t h e  o b s t a c l e s  t o  a b s t r a c t  c o n t e m p l a t i o n  a n d  
c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  t h o u g h t s ,  i s  fw h a t  i s  t e r m e d  Loya o r  

p a s s i v i t y  o f  t h e  m i n d .
I n  f a c t  a l l  t h e s e  o b s t a c l e s  m i g h t  b e ,  r e d u c e d  t o  t w o  

c a t e g o r i e s  o f  ( 1 )  Bikshepa. a n d  ( 2 )  Loya/,Le. D i v e r s i o n  o f  
t h e  a t t e n t i o n  a n d  t o t a l  p a s s i v i t y  o f  t h e m i n d , > t h e  o t h e r  
t w o  b e i n g  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  f i r s t .  Ldya o r  p a s s i v i t y  o f  
t h e  m i n d  i s  t h a t  s t a t e , i n  w h i c h  t h e  m i n d  i s  k p e r f e c t  
b l a n k ,  a n d  w h i c h ,  i f  c o n t i n u e d  f o r  a  s h o r t  t i m e ,  m e r g e s  
i n t o  s l e e p .  T h i s  s t a t e  o f  t h e  m i n d  i f  i n d u o e d  d a r i n g  
c o n t e m p l a t i o n  i s  r e p l e t e  w i t h  d a n g e r s  a n d  s h o u l d  b e  
p e r s e v e r i n g l y  g u a r d e d  a g a i n s t .  I t :  i s  a  s t a t e  w h i c h  
p r e s e n t s . a t i  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  a n y  p a s s i n g  e l e m e n t a r y ,  o r  
w h a t  i s  w o r s e ,  i t  m a y  o f f e r  t h e  h e a t  c o n d u c t i v i t y  t o  t h e  
'  m a g n e t i s m  o f  e v i l . ’ T h e  b e s t  r e m e d y  a g a i n s t  a l l  t h e s e  
o b s t a c l e s  i s  a n  i r o n  w i l l  t o  o v e r c o m e  t h e m ,  , a n d  a  
d o g g e d  a n d  p e r s i s t e n t  d r i l l  a n d  d i s c i p l i n e  o f  t h e  m i n d  
i n  t h e . s h a p e  o f  t h i e  d a i l y  a n d  i n t e l l i g e n t  o b s e r v a n c e  

o f  o i i r  JNitya Karma.
S t a n  K s r n a o n  B a b m a ,  F .  T .  S .  

.......-
DREAM OR VISION?

S o m e  y e a r s  a g o  I  w a s  l i v i n g  i n  a  l i t t l o  v i l l a g e  s e v e n  o r  
e i g h t  m i l e s  f r o m  L o n d o n — a  q u i e t ,  s t r a g g l i n g ,  o l d -  
f a s h i o n e d  p l a c e  t h a t  m i g h t  f r o m  i t s  a p p e a r a n c e  h a v e  
b e e n  a  h u n d r e d  m i l e s  a t  l e a s t  f r o m  a n y  o f  t h e  b u s y  c e n t r e s  
o f  c o m m e r c e ,  i t  i s  a  v i l l a g e  n o  l o n g e r ,  f o r  t h e
g i a n t  c i t y ,  i n  i t s  s t e a d y ,  r e s i s t l e s s  e x p a n s i o n ,  h a s  a b s o r b e d  
i t  i n t o  i t s e l f  > t h e  o l d  c o a c h  r o a d ,  o n c e  a n  a v e n u e  o f  g r e a t  
e l m - t r e e s  a s  f i n e  a s  a n y  i n  t h e  k i n g d o m *  i s  n o w ,  f l a n k e d  
b y  t r i m  s u b u r b a n  v i l l a s  ;  a  n e w  r a i l w a y  s t a t i o n  h a s  
b e e n  o p e n e d ,  a n d  c h e a p  w o r k m e n ’s  t i c k e i s  a r e  i s s u e d ;  
a n d  t h e  d e a r  o l d  p i c t u r e s q u e ,  d r a u g h t y ,  w u o d e n  c o t t a g e s  
h a v e  b e e n  p n l l e d  d o w n  t o  m a k e  jw a y  i o r  m o d e l  “  a r t i s a n s ’ 
d w e l l i n g s / *  W e l l ,  I  s u p p o s e  i t  i s  t h e  m a r c h  o f  i m 

p r o v e m e n t * — t h e  a d v a n c e  o f  c i v i l i z a t i o n  : a n d  y e t , p e r h a p s ,  
a n  o l d  i n h a b i t a n t  m a y  b e  e x c u s e d  f o r  d o u b t i n g  w h e t h e r  
t h e  p e o p l e  w o r e  n o t  h e a l t h i e r  a n d  h a p p i e r  i n  t h e  q u i e t  

v i l l a g e  d a y s .  ,
I  h a d  n o t  b e e n  l o j i g  i n  t h e  p l a c e  b e f o r e  I  x n a d e  t h e  

a c q u a i n t a n c e  o f  t h e  c l e r g y m a n  o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t ,  a n d  o f f e r e d  
h i m  s u c h  a s ^ i s t a q c p  a s  I p y  i n  n&y p o w e r  i n  h i s  p a r i s h  
w o r k .  T h i s  h e  w a s  J d u d  e n o u g h  t o  a c c e p t ,  a n d  f i n d i n g  
t h a t  I  w a s  f o n d  o f  c h i l d r e n ,  a p p o i n t e d  m e  a  t e a c h e r  i n ,  
a n d  e v e n t u a l l y  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f ,  h i s  S u n d a y  s c h o o l s .  
T h i s  o f  c o u r s e  b r o u g h t  m e  i n t o  v e r y  c l o s e  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  
t h e  y o u t h  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  a n d  e s p e c i a l l y  w i t h  t h o s e  w h o  
h a d  b e e n  S e l e c t e d  a s  c h o r i s t e r s  f o r  t h e  c h u r c h .  A m o n g  
t h e s e  l a t t e r  I  f o u n d  t w o  b r o t h e r s — L i o n e l  a n d  E d g a r  S t .  
A u b y n - w f t h o  Bo  e v i d e n t l y  s h o w e d  s i g n s  o f  a  s p e c i a l  

m u s i c a l  t a l e n t ,  t h a t  I  o f f e r e d  t o  g i v e  t h e m  o c c a s i o n a l  
i n s t r u c t i o n  a t  m y  h o u s e  t o  e n c o u r a g e  t h e m  t o  d e v e l o p  i t .  
N e e d l e s s  t o  s a y ,  t h e y  e a g e r l y  a c c e p t e d  t h e  o f f e r ,  a n d  
t h u s  i n  t i m e  q u i t e  a n  a t t a c h m e n t  s p r a n g  n p  b e t w e e n  u s .

A t  t h i s  p e r i o d  I  w a s  m u c h  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  s t u d y  o f  
s p i r i t u a l i s t i c  p h e n o m e n a ;  a n d  A s I  a c c i d e n t a l l y  d i s 
c o v e r e d  t h a t  t h e s e  t w o  b o y s  w e r e  g o o d  p h y s i c a l  m e d i u m s ,  
I  h a d  o c c a s i o n a l  q u i e t  s e a n c e s  a t  m y  o w n  h o u s e  a f t e r  t h e  
m u s i c  l e s s o n  w a s  o v e r .  V e r y  o u r i o u s  s o m e  o f  o u r  
e x p e r i e n c e s  w e r e ,  b u t  i t  i s  n o t  o f  t h o s e  I  w i s h  t o  s p e a k  
n o w .  O n c e ,  a f t e r  s u c h  a n  e v e n i n g ,  I  h a d  o c c a s i o n  t o  s i t  
u p  w r i t i n g  u n t i l  a  l a t e  h o u r  i n  t h e  l i b r a r y  w h e r e  t h e  
s t a n c e  h a d  t a k e n  p l a c e .  1  a l w a y s  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  a f t e r  a  
s e a n c e  t h e  f u r n i t u r e  h a d  a n  u n p l e a s a n t  w a y  o f  c r e a k i n g  

.— s o m e t i m e s  e v e n  m o v i n g  s l i g h t l y  a t  i n t e r v a l s — f o r  s o m e  

h o u r s ; a n d  o n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  n i g h t  t h i s  w a s  s p e c i a l l y  
n o t i c e a b l e ,  i t o w e y e r ,  I  w r o t e  a w a y ,  l i t t l e  h e e d i n g  i t ,  
u n t i l  a b o u t  t w o  o ’c l o c k ,  w h e n  s u d d e n l y — w i t h o u t  b e i n g  
c o n s c i o u s  o f  t h e  s l i g h t e s t  r e a s o n  f o r  d o i n g  s o — I  f e l t  a n  
u n c o n t r o l l a b l e  i m p u l s e  t o  g o  t o  m y  b e d r o o m ,  w h i c h  w a s  
c l o s e  b y .  W o n d e r i n g  w h a t  t h i s  m i g h t  m e a n ,  I  l a i d  d o w n  
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p a s s a g e .  W h a t  w fc s  m y  s u r p r i s e  16 s e e  t h e  d o o r  o l  m y  
b e d r o o m  a j a r ,  a  l i g h t  s h i n i n g  f r o m  i t ,  w h e r e  I  k n e w  t h a t  
n o  l i g h t  o u g h t  t o  b e  I I  p r o m p t l y  w e n t  t o  t h e  d o o r ,  a n d  
w i t h o u t  p u s h i n g  i t  f u r t h e r  o p e n ,  l o o k e d  c a u t i o u s l y  r o u n d  
i t .  W h a t  I  s a w  s o  f a r  s u r p r i s e d  m e  a s  t o  k e e p  m e  i n  
t b a t  p o s i t i o n  f o r  s o m e  l i t t l e  t i m e ,  s t a r i n g  h e l p l e s s l y .  
A l t h o u g h  t h e r e  w a s  n o  a p p a r e n t  s o u r c e  o f  l i g h t — n o t h i n g  
l i k e  a  l a m p  o r  a  c a n d l e — t h e  r o o m  w a s  f u l l  o f  a  s o f t  
s i l v e r y  r a d i a n c e  t h n t  m a d e  e v e r y  o b j e c t  c l e a r l y  v i s i b l e .  
N o t h i n g  u n f a m i l i a r  m e t  m y  h a s t y  g l a n c e  a r o u n d  t h e  

r o o m ,  u n t i l  i t  f e l l  u p o n  t h e  b e d  ;  b u t  t h e r e — a n d  a s  I  w r i t e  
1 c a n  f e e l  a g a i n  t h e  s u d d e n  c h i l l  w h i c h  c r e p t  d o w n  
m y  b a c k  a t  t h e  s i g h t — t h e r e  l a y  t h e  f o r m  o f  L i o n e l  S t .  
A u b y n ,  w h o m  I  h a d  s e e n  s a f e l y  e n t e r  h i s  m o t h e r ' s  h o u s e  
f i v e  h o u r s  b e f o r e ! I  a m  b o u n d  t o  a d m i t  t h a t  m y  
f i r s t  i m p u l s e  w a s  a  m o s t  u n h e r o i c  o n e — i o  s l a m  t h e  
d o o r  a n d  r u s h  b a c k  h e a d l o n g  i n t o  m y  c o s y  l i b r a r y : 
h o w e v e r ,  I  r e s i s t e d  i t ,  m u s t e r e d  u p  m y  c o u r a g e ,  a n d  
w a l k e d  s l o w l y  t o  t h e  f o o t  o f  t h e  b e d .  Y e s ,  t h e r e  h e  l a y ;  
u n m i s t a k a b l y  L i o n e l ,  a n d  y e t  n o t  l o o k i n g  i n  t h e  l e a s t  
a s  I  h a d  e v e r  s e e n  h i m  l o o k  b e f o r e .  H i s  h a n d s  w e r e  
c r o s s e d  u p o n  h i s  b r e a s t ,  a n d  h i s  w i d e - o p e n  e y e s  l o o k e d  
f u l l  i n t o  m i n e ,  b u t  w i t h  n o  o r d i n a r y  e x p r e s s i o n ;  a n d  
t h o u g h  I  h a d  n o t  t i l l  t h e n  s e e n  i t ,  I  f e l t  a t  o n c e  i n s t i n c 
t i v e l y  t h a t  t h e i r  b r i g h t  f i x e d  g a z e  w a s  t h a t  o f  s u p r e m e  
c l a i r v o y a n t  v i s i o n ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e  b o y  w a s  i n  t h a t  h i g h e s t  
s t a t e  o f  e c s t a t i c  t r a n c e ,  w h i c h  e v e n  g r e a t  m e s m e r i s t s  c a n  
b n t  r a r e l y  s u p e r i n d u c e  i n  t h e i r  b e s t  s u b j e c t s .  I  t h o u g h t  
I  s a w r e c o g n i t i o n  c o m e  i n t o  h i s  e y e s ,  b u t  t h e r e  w a s  n o t  
t h e  s l i g h t e s t  m o v e m e n t  o f  f a c e  o r  l i m b  ; t h e  s p e l l  s e e m e d  
f a r  t o o  d e e p  f o r  t h a t .  H e  w a s  d r e s s e d  i n  a  l o n g  w h i t e  
r o b e  n o t  u n l i k e  t h e  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  a l b ,  a n d  a c r o s s  h i s  
b r e a s t  t h e r e  w a s  a  b r o a d  c r i m s o n  s a s h ,  e d g e d  a n d  
h e a v i l y  e m b r o i d e r e d  w i t h  g o l d .  T h e  f e e l i n g s  w i t h  
w h i c h  I  r e g a r d e d  t h i s  e x t r a o r a i a a r y  a p p a r i t i o n  a r e  m o r e  
e a s i l y  i m a g i n e d  t h a n  d e s c r i b e d  ;  b o  p r o m i n e n t  a m o n g  
t h e m ,  I  k n o w ,  w a s  t h e  t h o u g h t  t h a t  s u r e l y  I  m u s t  b e  
a s l e e p ,  a n d  d r e a m i n g  a l l  t h i s ,  t h a t  I  d i s t i n c t l y  r e m e m b e r  
p i n c h i n g  m y  l e f t  a r m ,  a s  m e n  d o  i n  n o v e l s ,  t o  f i n d  o u t  
w h e t h e r  I  w a s  r e a l l y  a w a k e .  T h e  r e s u l t  s e e m e d  t o  p r o v e  
t h a t  1  w a s ,  s o  I  l e a n e d  o n  t h e  f o o t  o f  t h e  b e d  f o r  a  
m o m e n t ,  t r y i n g  t o  m u s t e r  u p  c o u r a g e  t o  s t e p  f o r w a r d  
a n d  touch my u n e x p e c t e d  g u e s t .  B u t  a s  I  p a u s e d ,  a  
c h a n g e  s e e m e d  t o  t a k e  p l a c e  i n  m y  s u r r o u n d i n g s  ;  t h e  
w a l l s  o f  m y  r o o m  a p p e a r e d  s o m e h o w  t o  e x p a n d ,  a n d  
s u d d e n l y — t h o u g h  s t i l l  l e a n i n g  o n  t h e  f o o t  o f  t h e  b e d -  
s t i l l  c l o s e l y  w a t c h i n g  i t s  m y s t e r i o u s  o c c u p a n t — I  f o u n d  
t h a t  w e  w e r e  i n  t h e  c e n t r e  o f  s o m e  v a s t ,  g l o o m y  t e m p l e ,  
s u c h  a s  t h o s e  o f  a n c i e n t  E g y p t ,  w h o s e  m a s s i v e  p i l l a r s  
s t r e t c h e d  a w a y  o a  a l l  s i d e s ,  w h i l e  i t s  r o o f  w a s  s o  l o f t y  
a s  t o  b e  s c a r c e l y  d i s c e r n i b l e  i n  t h e  d i m  r e l i g i o u s  l i g h t .  
A a  1  l o o k e d  r o u n d  i n  a s t o n i s h m e n t  I  c o u l d  j u s t  d i s t i n 
g u i s h  t h a t  t h e  w a l l s  w e r e  c o v e r e d  w i t h  h u g e  p a i n t i n g s ,  
s o m e  a t  l e a s t  o f  t h e  f i g u r e s  b e i n g  c o n s i d e r a b l y  a b o v e  
l i f e  s i z e ;  t h o u g h  t h e  l i g h t  w a s  n o t  s t r o n g  e n o u g h  t o  
s h e w  t h e m  c l e a r l y .  W e  w e r e  q u i t e  a l o n e ,  a n d  m y  w a n 
d e r i n g  g l a n c e  s o o n  f i x e d  i t s e l f  a g a i n  o n  m y  e n t r a n c e d  
c o m p a n i o n .  A n d  n o w  c a m e  a n  e x p e r i e n c e  w h i c h  I  a m  
a w a r e  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t ,  i f  n o t  i m p o s s i b l e ,  f o r  m e  t o  e x p l a i n  
a d e q u a t e l y .  I  c a n  o n l y  s a y  t h a t  I  s e e m e d  t o  m y s e l f  
f o r  t h e  t i m e  b e i n g  t o  h a v e  s o l v e d  t h e  p r o b l e m  o f  m a i n *  
t a i n i i i g  a  c o h s c i o u s  e x i s t e n c e  i n  t w o  p l a c e s  a t  o n c e ; f o r  
w h i l e  s t i l l  g a z i n g  f i x e d l y  a t  L i o n e l  i n s i d e  t h e  t e m p l e ,  I  
k n e w  t h a t  I  w a s  a l s o  s t a n d i n g  o u t s i d e ,  i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  
g r a n d  e n t r a n c e .  A  m a g n i f i c e n t  f a c a d e  i t  .w a s ,  a p p a r e n t 
l y  f a c i n g  t h e  w e s t  j f o r  a  g r e a t  f l i g h t  o f  b r o a d  b l a c k  
m a r b l e  s t e p s  ( f i f t y  o f  t h e m  a t  l e a s t )  w h i c h ,  e x t e n d i n g  
t h e  w h o l e  w i d t h  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g ,  l e d  u p  t o  i t  f r o m  t h e  
p l a i n , . g l e a m e d  b l o o d - r e d  u n d e r  t h e  h o r i z o n t a l  r a y s  
o f  t h e  s e t t i n g  s u n .  I  t u r n e d ,  a n d  l o o k e d  f o r  s u r r o u n d 
i n g  h a b i t a t i o n s ,  b u t  n o t h i n g  w a s  v i s i b l e  i n  a n y  d i r e c t i o n  
b u t  o n e  l e v e l  u n b r o k e n  d e s e r t  o f  s a n d ,  s a v e  o n l y  t h r e e  
t a l l  p a l m  t r e e s  i n  t h e  d i s t a n c e  o n  m y  r i g h t  h a n d .  N e v e r  
t i l l  m y  d y i n g  d a y  c a n  I  f o r g e t  t h a t  w e i r d ,  d e s o l a t e  
p i c t u r e  : t h a t  l i m i t l e s s  y e l l o w  d e s e r t ,  t h e  s o l i t a r y  d u m p  
o f  p a l m - t r e e B ,  a n d  t h a t  h n g e  f o r s a k e n  t e m p l e  b a t h e d  i n
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i n a i d e  a g a i n ,  t h o u g h  s t i l l  p r e s e r v i n g  t h a t  s t r a n g e  d o u b l e  
c o n s c i o u s n e s s ;  f o r  w h i l e  o n e  p a r t  o f  m e  a t i U  r e m a i n e d  
i n  i t a  o r i g i n a l  p o s t u r e ,  t h e  o t h e r  s a w  t h e  w o n d e r f u l  p a i n t ” 
i n g s  o n  t h e  w a l l s  p a s s  b e f o r e  i t  l i k e  t h e  d i s s o l v i n g  v i e w s  
o f  a  m a g i c  l a n t e r n .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y  I  h a v e  n e v e r  b e e n  
a b l e  t o  r e c a l l  c l e a r l y  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  t h o s e  p i c t u r e s ,  b u t  I  
k n o w  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  o f  a  m o s t  e x c i t i n g  n a t u r e ,  a n d  t h a t  
t h e  f i g u r e s  w e r e  r e m a r k a b l y  s p i r i t e d  a n d  l i f e l i k e .  T h i s  
e x h i b i t i o n  s e e m e d  t o  l a s t  f o r  s o m e  t i m e ,  a n d  t h e n — q u i t o  
s u d d e n l y — m y  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  w a s  n o  l o n g e r  d i v i d e d *  b u t  
o n c e  m o r e  c o n c e n t r a t e d  i t s e l f  w h e r e  t h e  v i s i b l e  b o d y  
h a d  b e e n  a l l  t h e  t i m e — l e a n i n g  o n  t h e  f o o t  o f  t h e  b e d s t e a d  
g a z i n g  f i x e d l y  o n  t h e  f a c e  o f  t h e  b o v .  O n c e  a g a i n  I  
p i n c h e d  m y  a r m ,  h o p i n g  t o  f i n d  m y s e l f  d r e a m i n g ;  b u t  
n o — t h e  r e s u l t  w a s  t h e  s a m e  a s  e v e r ,  a n d  I  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  
a w e  w h i c h  w a s  u p o n  m e  W o u ld  d e v e l o p  i n t o  i g n o b l e  f e a r  
u n l e s s  I  d i d  s o m e t h i n g  t o  b r e a k  t h e  s p e l l ;  s o  w i t h  a n  
e f f o r t  I  p u l l e d  m y s e l f  t o g e t h e r  a n d  m o v e d  B lo w ly  a l o n g  
t h e  s i d e  o f  t h e  b e d .  I  s t o o d  d i r e c t l y  o v e r  L i o n e l — I  
b e n t  m y  h e a d  d o w n  t i l l  I  w a s  l o o k i n g  c l o s e  i n t o  h i s  f a c e  ; 
b u t  n o t  a  m u s c l e  m o v e d — n o t  a  s h a d o w  o f  c h a n g e  c a m e  
i n t o  t i i e  e x p r e s s i o n  o f  t h o s e  w o n d e r f u l  l u m i n o u s  
e y e s ,  a n d  f o r  s o m e  m o m e n t s  I  r e m a i n e d  s p e l l - b o u n d ,  
b r e a t h l e s s — m y  f a c e  w i t h i n  a  f e w  i n c h e s  o f  h i s : t h e n  b y  
a  m i g h t y  e f f o r t  I  s h o o k  o f f  t h e  c o n t r o l l i n g  i n f l u e n c e  a n d  
g r a s p e d  w i l d l y  a t  t h e  f i g u r e  b e f o r e  m e .  I n  a  m o m e n t  t h e  
l i g h t  v a n i s h e d ,  a n d  I  f o u n d  m y s e l f  i n  t o t a l  d a r k n e s s *  
k n e e l i n g  b e s i d e  m y  o w n  b e d ,  a n d  t i g h t l y  g r a s p i n g  t i i e  
c o u n t e r p a n e  w i t h  b o t h  h a n d s  !

I  r o s e ,  g a t h e r e d  m y  s c a t t e r e d  w i t s ,  a n d  t r i e d  t o  p e r s u a d e  
m y s e l f  t h a t  I  m u s t  h a v e  f a l l e n  a s l e e p  i n  m y  c h a i r ,  d r e a m e d  
a n  e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y  v i v i d  d r e a m ,  a n d  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  i l  
w a l k e d  i n t o  m y  b e d r o o m .  I  c a n n o t  s a y  t h a t  e v e n  t h e n  I  
f e l t  a t  a l l  s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  t h i s  e x p l a n a t i o n ,  b u t  a t  a n y  r a t e  
I  d e c i d e d  t h a t  I  c o u l d  d o  n o  m o r e  w o r k  t h a t  n i g h t ,  s o  I  
l o c k e d  m y  d e s k ,  b a t h e d  m y  h e a d  w i t h  o o l d  w a t e r ,  a n d  w e n t  
t o  b e d .  T h o u g h  I  r o s e  l a t e  t h e  n e x t  m o r n i n g ,  I  s t i l l  f e l t  

e x t r e m e l y  w e a k  a n d  f a t i g u e d ,  w h i c h  I  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  
i n f l u e n c e  o f  m y  d r e a m ;  h o w e v e r ,  I  d e c i d e d  t o  s a y  n o t h i n g  
a b o u t  i t ,  l e s t  i t  s h o u l d ^  a l a r m  m y  m o t h e r .  I  r e m e m b e r  
l o o k i n g  c u r i o u s l y  i n  t h e  b r o a d  d a y l i g h t  a t  t h e  b l a c k  m a r k s  
m a d e  o n  m y  l e f t  a r m  b y  t h e  p i n o h e s  I  h a d  g i v e n  m y s e l f  
i n  m y  d r e a m .

T h a t  e v e n i n g  i t  c h a n c e d  t h a t  L i o n e l  S t  A u b y n  h a d  t o  
c a l l  a t  m y  b o u s e  a g a i n — I  f o r g e t  n o w  f o r  w h a t  p u r p o s e  ;  
b u t  I  r e m e m b e r  v e r y  d i s t i n c t l y  t h a t  i n  c o u r s e  o f  
c o n v e r s a t i o n  h e  s u d d e n l y  s a i d ,  “  0 ,  s i r ,  I  h a d  such a  
c u r i o u s  d r e a m  l a s t  n i g h t ! ”  A  s o r t  o f  e l e c t r i c  s h o c k  r a n  
t h r o u g h  x h e  a t  t h e  w o r d s ,  b a t  I  r e t a i n e d  s u f f i c i e n t  
p r e s e n c e  o f  m i n d  t o  s a y ,  “  H a d  y o u  t W e l l ,  I  a m  j u s t  
c o m i n g  o u t ,  s o  y o u  c a n  t e l l  m e  a b o u t  i t  a s  w e  w a l k  
a l o n g .  E v e n  t h e n  I  h a d  s o m e  u n e a s y  p r e v i s i o n  o f  w h a t  
w a s  c o m i n g — e n o u g h  a t  l e a s t  t o  m a k e  m e  w i s h  t o  g e t  h i m  
o u t  o f  e a r s h o t  f r o m  m y  m o t h e r  b e f o r e  h e  s a i d  a n y  m o r e .  
A s  s o o n  a s  w e  w e r e  o u t s i d e ,  I  a s k e d  f o r  p a r t i c u l a r s ,  a n d  
t h e  c o l d  t h r i l l  o f  l a s t  n i g h t  r a n  d o w n  m y  s p i n e  w h e n  h e  
b e g a n  b y  s a y i n g :

“  I  d r e a m t ,  s i r ,  t h a t  I  w a s  l y i n g  o n  a  b e d — n o t  a s l e e p ,  
s o m e h o w ,  t h o u g h  I  c o u l d n ’t  m o v e  h a n d  o r  f o o t ;  b u t  I  
c o u l d  s e e  q u i t e  w e l l ,  a n d  I  h a d  a  s t r a n g e  f e e l i n g  t h a t  I  
h a v e  n e v e r  h a d  b e f o r e  : I  f e l t  so w i s e ,  a s  t h o u g h  I  c o u l d  
h a v e  a n s w e r e d  a n y  q u e s t i o n  i n  t h e  w o r l d ,  i f  o n l y  s o m e  
o n e  h a d  a s k e d  m e . u

u H o w  d i d  y o u  l i e ,  L i o n e l  V’ I  a s k e d  h i m  : a n d  I  
c o u l d  f e e l  m y  h a i r  r i s e  g e n t l y  a s  h e  a n s w e r e d  :

“  I  l a y  o n  m y  b a c k ,  w i t h  m y  h a n d s  c r o s s e d  i n  f r o n t  

o f  m e . ”
“  I  s u p p o s e  y o u  w e r e  d r e s s e d  j u s t  a s  y o u  a r e  n o w  V* *
u O  n o ,  s i r  1 1  w a s  d r e s s e d  i n  a  s o r t  o f  l o n g  w h i t e  g o w n ,  

a u d  a c r o s s  m y  b r e a s t  a n d  o v e r . o n e  s h o u l d e r  I  h a d  a  
b r o a d  b a n d  o f  r e d  a n d  g o l d ;  i t  l o o k e d  so p r e t t y ,  y o u  c a n ’t  
t h i n k . ’*

I  k o e w  o n l y  t o o  w e l l  h o w  i t  h a d  l o o k e d ,  b u t  I  k e p t  
m y  t h o u g h t s  t o  m y s e l f .  O f  c o u r s e  I  s a w  b y  t h i s  t i m e  
t h a t  m y  l a s t  n i j g b t ' s  e x p e d i t i o n  w a s  m o r e  t h a n  a n  o r d i 
n a r y  d r e a m ,  a n d  I  f e l t  t h a t  b i s  e x p e r i e n c e s  w o u l d  p r o w  

to fee ‘the same afc mine \ but 1 bad $2 wild feeling of Q



s t r u g g l i n g  a g a i n s t  S i t e  w h i c h  p r o m p t e d  m e  t o  m a k e  
e v e r y  e f f o r t  t o  f i n d  s o m e  d i f f e r e n c e — s o m e  f l a w  w h i c h  
w o u l d  g i v e  m e  a  l o o p h o l e  o f  e s c a p e  f r o m  t h a t  c o n c l u s i o n  : 
s o  I  w e n t  o n  ff  Y o u  w e r e  i n  y o n r  o w n  b e d r o o m ,  o f  
c o u r s e  V9

B a t  h e  r e p l i e d ,  “  N o ,  s i r  ;  a t  f i r s t  I  W a s  i n  a  r o o n i  t h a t  
I  t h o u g h t  I  k n e w ,  a n d  t h e n  s u d d e n l y  i t  s e e m e d  t o  g r o w  
l a r g e r , ' a n d  i t  w a s  n o t  a  r o o m  a t  a l l ,  b u t  a  g r e a t  s t r a n g e  
t e m p l e ,  l i k e  t h e  p i c t u r e s  I  h a v e  s e e n  i n  b o o k s ,  w i t h  
g r e a t  h e a v y  p i l l a r s ,  a n d  b e a u t i f u l  p i c t u r e s  p a i n t e d  o n  
i t s  w a l l s . ”

"  T h i s  w a s  a  v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g  d r e a m ,  L i o n e l : t e l l  m e  
i n  w h a t  s o r t  o f  o i t y  t h i s  t e m p l e  s t o o d . ”

I t  w a s  q u i t e  u s e l e s s  ;  I  c o u l d  n o t  m i s l e a d  h i m :  t h e  
i n e v i t a b l e  a n s w e r  c a m e ,  a s  I  k n e w  i t  w o u l d :  "  N o t  i n  a  
c i t y  a t  a l ) ,  s i r  j i t  w a s  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  a  g r e a t  p l a i n  o f  
s a n d ,  l i k e  t h e  S a h a r a  d e s e r t  i n  o u r  g e o g r a p h y  b o o k s  : 
a n d  I  c o u l d  s e e  n o t h i n g  b u t  s a n d  a l l  r o u n d ,  e x c e p t  a w a y  
o n  t h e  r i g h t  t h r e e  n i c e  t a l l  t r e e s  w i t h  n o  b r a n c h e s ,  s u c h  
a s  w e  s e e  i n  t h e  p i c t u r e s  o f  P a l e s t i n e . ”

“  A n d  w h a t  w a s  y o u r  t e m p l e  b u i l t  o f  ? ”

“  O f  s h i n i n g  b l a c k  s t o n e ,  s i r ;  b u t  t h e  g r e a t  f l i g h t  
o f  s t e p s  i n  f r o n t  l o o k e d  a l l  r e d ,  l i k e  f i r e ,  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  

s u n  s h i n i n g  o n  i t / 9 
“  B u t  h o w  o o n l d  y o u  s e e  a l l  t h i s  w h e n  y o u  w e r e  i n s i d e ,  

b o y ? ”

“  W e l l ,  s i r ,  I  d o n ’t  k n o w  ; i t  w a a  o d d : b u t  I  s e e m e d  
s o m e h o w  t o  b e  o u t s i d e  a i i d  i n s i d e  t o o ,  a n d  t h o n g h  1  
c o u l d  n o t  m o v e  a l l  t h e  t i m e ,  y e t  a l l  t h e  b e a u t i f u l  
p i c t u r e s  o n  t h e  w a l l s  s e e m e d  t o  p a s s  b e f o r e  m e .  a s l  
l a y ,  b u t  1  c o u l d  n o t  u n d e r s t a n d  h o w  i t  w a s . ”

A n d  n o w  a t  l a s t  I  a s k e d  t h e  q u e s t i o n  t h a t  h a d  b e e n  i n  
m y  m i n d  f r o m  t h e  f i r s t — w h i c h  1  l o n g e d ,  y e t  d r e a d e d ,  
t o  p u t D i d  y o u  s e e  a n y  m e n  i n  t h i s  s t r a n g e  
d r e a m ,  L i o n e l  V*

“  Y e s ,  s i c ”  ( l o o k i n g  u p  b r i g h t l y )  “ I  s a w  you: o n l y  
y o u ,  n o  o t h e r  m e n . ”

I  t r i e d  t o  l a u g h ,  t h o u g h  I  a m  c o n s c i o u s  i t  m u s t  h a v e  

b e e n  b u t  a  f e e b l e  a t t e m p t ,  a n d  a s k e d  w h a t  I  h a d  a p p e a r e d  
t o  b e  d o i n g .

*‘ Y o u  c a m e  i n ,  s i r ,  w h e n  I  w a s  i n  t h e  r o o m ;  
y o u  p u t  y o u r  h e a d  r o u n d  t h e  d o o r  f i r s t ,  a n d  w h e n  y o u  
s a w  m e  y o u  l o o k e d  so s u r p r i s e d ,  a n d  s t a r e d  a t  m e  e v e r  
60 l o n g  j a n d  t h e n y o a  c a m e  i n ,  a n d  w a l k e d  s l o w l y  u p  t o  
t h e  f o o t  o f  m y  b e d — a n d  y o u  t o o k  h o l d  o f  y o u r  l e f t  a r m  
w i t h  y o u f  r i g h t  h a n d ,  a rT d  s e e m e d  t o  b e  p u l l i n g  a n d  
p i n c h i n g  a t  i t : t h e n  y o u  l e a n e d  o n  t h e  b e d s t e a a ,  a n d  s t o o d  
l i k e  t h a t  a l l  t h e  w h i l ^  w e  w e r e  i n  t h a t  s t r a n g e  t e m p l e ,  
a n d  w h i l e  I  8&W t h e  p i c t u r e s .  W h e n  t h e y  w e r e  g o n e ,  
y o u  t o o k  h o l d  o f  y o u r  a r m  a g a i n ,  a n d  t h e n  y o u  c a m e  
s l o w l y  a l o n g  t h e  s i d e  o f  t h e  b e d  t o w a r d s  m e .  Y o u  

l o o k e d  s o  w i l d  a n d  s t r a n g e  t h a t  I  w a s  q u i t e  f r i g h t e n e d ” . 
(*  I  h a v e  n o  d o u b t  I  d i d /  t h o u g h t  I ,  ‘ I  c e r t a i n l y  f e l t  
s o * )  a n d  y o u  c a m e  a n d  s t o o p e d  d o w n  t i l l  y o u r  f a c e  n e a r l y  
t o u c h e d  m i n e ,  a n d  s t i l l  I  c o u l d  n o t  m o v e .  T h e n  s u d d e n 

l y  y o u  s e e m e d  t o  g i v e  a  s p r i n g ,  a n d  c a t c h  a t  m e  w i t h  
y o u r  h a n d s  > a n d  t h a t  w o k e  m e ,  a n d  I  f o u n d  I  w a s  l y i n g  
e a f e  i n  m y  o w n  b e d  a t  h o m e . ”

A s  m a y  r e a d i l y  b e  i m a g i n e d ,  t h i s  e x a c t  c o n f i r m a t i o n  
o f  m y  o w n  v i s i o n ,  a n d  t h e  s t r a n g e  w a y  i n  w h i c h  t h e  b o y  
h a d  e v i d e n t l y  s e e n  m e  d o i n g ,  e v e n  i n  t h e  m e r e s t  d e t a i l s ,  
j u s t  w h a t  I  s e e m e d  t o  m y s e l f  t o  d o ,  h a d  a  v e r y  e e r i e  
e f f e c t  o n  n j y  m i n d  a s  i t  w a s  p o u r e d  o u t  t o  m e  i n  i n n o c e n t  
c h i l d i s h  f r a n k n e s s ,  w h i l e  w e  p a s s e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  w e i r d  
m o o n l i g h t  a n d  t h e  d e e p  s h a d o w s  o f  t h e  g r e a t  t r e e s  o n  
t h a t  l o n e l y  r o a d : b u t  X e n d e a v o u r e d  t o  c o n f i n e  m y s e l f  t o  
o r d i n a r y  e x p r e s s i o n s  o f  a s t o n i s h m e n t  a n d  i n t e r e s t ,  a n d  
t o  t h i s  d a y  L i o n e l  S t .  A u b y n  h a s  n o  i d e a  h o w  r e a l l y  
r e m a r k a b l e  a n  e x p e r i e n c e  h i s  u c u r i o u s  d r e a m ”  w a s .

I  h a v e  n o  e x p l a n a t i o n  t o  g i v e  ; i n d e e d  i t  i s  p a r t l y  i n  
h o p e  t h a t ’o n e  m a y  b e  g i v e n  t h f r t  I  w r i t e  t h i s .  W h e t h e r  
i t  w a s  m . e r e l y  a  d r e a m  w h i c h  o n e  o f  u s  i n  s o m e  in q o x n *  
p r e h e n s i b l e  w a y  i m p r e s s e d  o n  t h e  m i n d  o f  t h e  o t h e r ,  o r  
w h e t h e r  o u r  a s t r a l  b o d i e s  r e a l l y  s t r a y e d  t o g e t h e r  i n t o  
s p r n e  s u c h  s c o n e  a #  t h a t  e o  y i y i d j y  p r e s e n t e d  t p  .j

C a n n o t  t e l l .  D r e a m t  o r  v i s i o n — w h o  s h a l l  s a y f  I  
h a z a r d  n o  c o n j e c t u r e : I  s i m p l y  s t a t e  t h e  f a c t s ,  w i t h  
s c r u p u l o u s  e x a c t n e s s ,  j u s t  a s  t h e y  o c c u r r e d .

C .  W * B 8 T E R , P .  T .  S .

We are well acquainted with the writer of the above narrative, 
who Touches for its truth in every particular. As it bas.been stated 
that the boy was a medium, it is probable that he was actually 
present, in astral body, in bhe writer’s room. There he saw the 
vision, which was communicated sympathetically to Mr. Webster, 
who, from his account of moving furniture after the stance, 
seems also to be slightly mediumistie.—Ed.

Satyrs ia ity
ZOROASTRIANISM.

S i r , —In continuation of my letter to you on the subject of 
the Ameshaspentas, which you have kindly inserted in your 
issue for the current month, I offer a few more references 
which will be of use to those who may take interest in the 
subject. .

The perusal of the description of the ten Sephiroths given 
in your issue for May last will prove of considerable import
ance in the above connection.

In the Platonist magasine for February 1884, there is a 
chapter on the Kahalistio doctrine of spirits, translated by 
a fellow of the Theosophical Society, which also I consider 
to be of such importance that I have taken the liberty to 
trespass upon your space by quoting below a considerable 
portion of it,

“ There are elevated spirits; there are inferior ones; and 
mediocre ones also exist. Among elevated spirits we may 
also distinguish the most elevated, the less elevated, and 
those who hold an intermediate position. It is the same 
with regard to mediocre spirits and inferior spirits. This 
gives us three classes and nine categories of spirits. This 
natural hierarchy of men has led to the supposition by ana
logy of three raqks and nine choirs.of angels; then by inver
sion, the three circles and nine degrees of bell,

“ Here is what we read in an ancient clavicule of Solomon 
translated for the first time from the Hebrew.

“ I will now give you the key to the kingdom of spirits. 
This key is the same as that of the mysterious names of 
Jezirah.

u Spirits are ruled by the natural and universal hierarchy 
of things.

Three command three by means of three.
“ There are spirits from on high, those from below, and 

those from the middle region; but if you turn the holy 
scale, if you dig, instead of ascertaining, you find the counter- 
hierarchy of bodies or dead spirits.

“ Know only that the principalities of heaven, the virtues 
and the powers, are not persons but dignities.

“ These are the degrees of the holy ladder upon which 
spirits ascend and descend, Michael,'Gabriel, Raphael, are 
not names but titles,

M The first of numbers is one. The first of divine concep
tions named Sephiroth is Keter or the Crown. The first cate
gory of spirits is that Hajoth of Hakkadosh,or the intelligence 
of the divine Tetragram, whose letters are represented in the 
prophecy of Ezekiel by mysterious animals. Their empire 
is that of unity and synthesis. They correspond to intelligence. 
They have for adversaries the Thamiel or double-headed 
demons of revolt and anarchy, whose two chiefs, Satan and 
Moloch, are always at war with each other.

“ The second number is two; the second Sephira is 
Chochmah wisdom. The spirits of wisdom are the Ophanim, 
a name which signifies wheels, because everything operates 
in heaven like immense wheelwork  ̂ strewed with stars. 
Their empire is that of harmony. They correspond to 
reason. They have for adversaries the Haigidel or bodies 
that attach themselves to material and lying appearances. 
Their chief, or rather their guide—for bad spirits obey no 
one—is Beelzebub, whose name signifies the God of flies, 
because flies swarm about corpses and putrefaction.

“ The third number is three. The third Sephiroth is 
Binah, or intelligence. The spirits of Binah are the Aralim 
or the strong. Their empire is the universe of ideas. They 
correspond to the energy and activity of the mind. Thoy havo 
for adversaries the Satariel or velators; demons of absurdity, 
of intellectual inertia, and of mystery* The chief of the. 
satariel is Lucifuge, called falsely and by antiphrase Lucifer,
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each name is an absolute idea. There are. seventy-two names 
npon the twenty-four crowns of the Shern. Thou slialt write 
those names npon thirty-six talismans in four series of nino 
each, according to numbers of the letters of the Shem. The 
thirty-six talismans will be a book which will contain all the 
secrets of nature ; and by their diverse combinations thou 
shalt make the genii and the angels speak.9’

One must also thoroughly master “ the Rosicrucians,” by 
that great mystic writer Mr. Hargrave Jennings, and this 
done, I feel no doubt that a great number* of his difficulties 
will have been overcome.

A hmedabad, ) Tours faithfully,
l l lA  July, 1885. J D hunjbbhot J ambtjke M edhora.

Note.—The above translation is from Eliphas Levi. The 
Ameshaspentas correspond with tha seven Elohim or creative 
spirits of God. See “ the Perfect Way,” page 95.—Ed.

S ir ,— I know, as all the public should know, that the 
Magazine called the Theoeophist is not tlie organ of the 
Theosophical Society, ret, its intimate connection with. 
CoL Olcott and his connection with the Theosophical 
Society, lead a good many people to fancy that it is an organ 
of the Society. Henoe I tronble you with these few lines. 
The life of the Society is a spirit of inquiry after truth, and 
it has nothing whatever to do with, and it draws no strength 
from, anything else. Neither prophecy, nor phenomenon 
add to its vitality. In saying this, I do not stand 
single amongst Theosophists, inasmuch as very many 
Theosophists have often prookumed the same to the world.

I now speak as an individual and give my own view* 
I have known something of the Nadigrantha. In the 
majority of eases I had no latih iu ihe possessors of these 
works, though in a few cases they disclosed facts in a 
manner which I have been unahle to understand, much less 
to eaplain, from the laws of science whioh have been 
hitherto vouchsafed to us. I am therefore of opinion that 
the subject of Nadigrantha and similar, works, requires a 
thorough scientific examination. A possessor of these works 
may be an expert, a dupe or a humbug. If one nnfortu- 
nately meets with the latter two classes of people, he 
shouid not in fairness judge of the works from tue conduct 
ol (iheir possessore. Until it is scientifically proved that- 
there can be no such experts, whether theve are experts or 
not, should be allawed to remain an open question.

I am, Sir,
K bishna V ilass, I Yours faithfully,
June 29,1885. J R . R aooonath R ow.

as the fiumetiide*, Whioh r̂e the Furies, are called the 
generous in Greek.

The fourth number is four. The fourth is Gedulah or 
Chesed, magnificence or bounty. The spirits of Gedulah, 
are the Hashm&lim, or the Lucid. Tbeir empire is that of 
benevolence. They correspond to imagination. They have 
for adversaries the Gamnicoth or the perturbators of souls. 
The chief or guide of these detnons is Astaroth or Astarte, 
the impure Venus of the Syrians, who is represented with the 
head of an ass or a bull and with the breasts of a woman.

“ The fifth number is five; the fifth Sephirah is Geburah 
or justice. The spirits of Geburah are the Seraphim or 
ardent spirits of zeal. .Their empire is that of the 
chastisement of crimes. Thev correspond to the faculty of 
comparing and choosing. They have for adversaries the 
Galab or incendiaries; genii of wrath and sedition, whose 
chief is Asmodeus, whom we also call the black Samuel.

“ The sixth number is six. The sixth Sephira is Tipper- 
eth, the supreme beauty. The spirits of Tippereth are the 
Malachim or the kings. Their empire is that of universal 
harmony. They correspond to the judgment. They have 
for adversaries tho Tagaririm or the disputers, whose chief 
is Balphegor. #

“ The seventh number is seven. The seventh Sephira is 
Netsah or the victory. The spirits of Netsah are the Elohim 
or the gpds; that is to say, the representatives of God. Their 
empire is tbat of progress and of life. They correspond to 
the sensorium or sensibility. They have for adversaries the 
Harob Serapel, or the ravens of death, whose chief is Baal.

“ The eighth number is eight. The eighth Sephira is Hod, 
or eternal order. The spirits of Hod are the Beni-£lohim 
or the sons of the gods. Their empire is that of order; they 
correspond to the inner sense. They have for adversaries thp 
Samael or the battlers, whose chief is Adramelech.

“ The ninth number is nine. The ninth Sephira is Jesod, or 
the fundamental principle. The spirits of Jesod are the 
Cherubim, or the angel#; powers whioh fecundate the earth 
and are represented in Hebrew symbolism nnder the figure 
of bulls. Their empire is that of fecundity. They correspond 
to true ideas. They have for adversaries the Galamiel, or the 
obscene ones, whose queen Lilith ia the demon of abortions.

“ tfhe tenth number is ten. The tenth Sephira is Malchnth 
or the kingdom of forms. The spirits of Malohuth are the 
Ishim or viriles, They are the souls of saints, whose chief is 
Moses. They have for adversaries the wicked who obey 
Nabama, the demon of impurity. The wicked are figured 
by the five cursed nations that Joshua waa to destroy. Joeue 
or Joshua, the saviour, is tbe representation of the Messiah. 
This name is composed of the letters of the divine Tetrograro, 
changed into a pentagram by the addition of the letter Shin; 
(Jessua). Bach letter of this pentagram represents a power for 
good, attacked by one of the five cursed nations. For the real 
history of God's people is the allegorical legend of humanity,

“ Baal, Balphegor, Moloch, Adramelech were the idols of 
the Syrians—soulless idols, now annihilated, whose name alone 
remains, The trne God bias overcome ali these demons, as 
Truth triumphs over Error, whicb has its past in the opinion 
of men, and the wars of Miehael against Satan are representa
tions of the movement and progress of spirits. The devil is 
always a god of refuse. King Shlomo addresses his son 
Rehoboam—

“ Remember my son Rehoboam that the fear of Adonai 
is only the beginning of wisdom. Keep and preserve those 
who have not intelligence in the fear of Adonai, who will give 
and preserve to thee my crown. But learn to triumph over 
thine own fear through wisdom, and spirits will descend from. 
heaven to serve thee. I, Solomon, thy father, king of 
Israel and of Palmyra, I have again sought and obtained for 
my share the holy Ohoohmah, which is the wisdom of Adonai, 
and 1 became king of spirits as well in heaven as on earth, 
master of the inhabitants of the air and of the living souls of the 
sea, because I possessed the key of the occnlt doors of light,
I have accomplished great things through the virtue of the 
Shem-hamphorash, and through the thirty-two ways of Jezi
rah. Number, weight and measure determine the forms of 
things: substance is one, and God creates it eternally. Happy 
are those who know the letters and the numbers. Letters are 
numbers, and numbers are ideas, and ideas forces, and forces 
the Elohim. The synthesis of the Elohim is the Shem. Shem is 
one ; its columns are two; its power is three; its form is four; 
its reflection is eight; whioh multiplied by three gives you the 
twenty-four thrones of wisdom. Upon each throne rests a 
crown with three fleurons; each fleuron bears a name;
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* Karma, a novel by A. P. Sinnett (2 joU , London; Chapman and 
S«D, 1885.) , Digitized b y \ j (

“ KARMA.*’*
Profound -truths have often been successfully expounded 

in the shape of pleasing stories, and we cannot but regard the 
latest work of the author of the a Oocult World” as a charm
ingly instructive book, in the pages of which the writer 
has sought to give the Western world a correct idea of that 
sublime Oriental doctrine which goes by the name of Karma, 
and which ajone gives the true solution to so many of the 
inexplicable mysteries of life.

The scene is laid in Germany at the old castle of Heili- 
genfels belonging to Baron Friedrich Von Mondstern. A 
party of ladies and gentlemen interested in investigating 
psychic mysteries is gathered together at the invitation of the 
Baron. These are the obedient Captain Miller and his domi
neering but good*natured wife, the beautiful Miss Vaughan 
with her mother, Sir John Hexton, the brother-in-law or the 
Baron, Claude Merland—“ a young fellow of five or six and 
twenty, well made, fair haired, good looking, and well dressed 
and well endowed intellectually,” his friend George Annerly 
—a a weak built youth, moving with the awkward gait of a 
man whose limbs are not exactly alike, a large head and a 
shock of black hair ill matched with his slight frame, much 
physical suffering having left its traces on his complexion



Tvhich was sallow, and on tbe expression of his eyes and 
mouth the lines round which were deeper than they shbuld 
have been for his age, which was but just thirty,” Professor 
Massilton \yifcb. his young and fashionable wife Lady Eniily, 
Willy Blane and Miss Blane, the nephew and niece of Mrs. 
Miller, and Mrs. Lakesby, “ a wonderfnl person who used to 
see great spirits teaching her all sorts of things, exalted 
philosophy, and so forth, which she passed on to her friends.”

Baron Friedrich had long been known as a stnden t of occult
ism, but he had hitherto been very uncommunicative on the 
subject of his studies. In the present instance he had set 
aside a part of his reserve, and was willing tb give the party 
some idea of the hidden forces of nature, in order to promote 
investigation in that direction. The Baron was not hiinself 
at the castle wheu the party arrived, but Mrs. Miller received 
.the guests on his behfttf. Soon after his arrival Professor 
Massilton was able to obtain through the Baron two uncom- 
ihoii experiments. In the first instanbe the Baron stretched 
out his middle finger dose to the knuckle of the Professor, and 
the latter immediately felt the senfeation of taking a slight 
spark from the Baron’s finger, and even heard it. In the 
ether instance the Baron took a glass, and pointing his finger 
towards it moved his hand slowly till the tip of his finger was 
within three or four inches of it. The glass thereupon emitted 
a clear ringing sound as if it has been gently struck with 
the edge ox a knife. Sir John Heston thought it was a 
clever triok, but the Professor and others were deeply impress* 
ed, and the experiment was repeated without convincing 
ihe doubter. Some time afterwards the experiment was 
varied, and the Professor having indicated a pane of glass, the 
Baron remained for a few minutes a s  if in deep thought, then 
lifted his hand and made a gesture in the direction of the 
window, and the pane of glass selected was shattered as 
if a bullet bad been fired through it. The last feat of the 
Baron was to give the party a phenomenon 'under perfect 
test conditions. A fir tree was selected by chance in a  wood, 
and the Baron was asked to operate npon it. “ Standing 
etill, at some distance from the tree, the Baron slowly lifted 
up both hands, and remaining in that attitude for a few 
Seconds, swept them forward with a commanding gesture 
towards the tree. As though a thunderbolt had fallen from 
the clear bine sky, tiie tree bent before the infloeuoe, and then 
With a mighty tearing crash broke a few feet above the roots 
and fell heavily to the ground.” A ory of surprise and 
excitement broke from the assembled spectators, and every 
one was disconcerted. Sir John Hexton aud Lady Emily 
agreed amongst themselves that it was the work of the 
I>evil> and both feigned urgent business and left the castle,.

Previous to this Merland, who bad himself been fired with 
an ardent desire to pursue occult studies and had found 
the same longing to some extent in the beautiful Miss 
Vaughan, imagined that with Miss Vaughan as a companion 
he would be able to accomplish his pnrpose much better, and 
accordingly made her a declaration of his love; but before 
he could obtain her answer, he was surprised by Mrs. 
Vaughan who, having much higher connections in view for 
her daughter, hurried her away instantaneously from the 
castle, aud Merland was left alone to drink the cup of dis- 
appointment, in which he was partly consoled by an elevat
ing vision induced in him by the Baron.

The ill-favoured Annerly, who always used to corse the 
fate that had brought him into existence with so many dis
abilities and who was thus almost a misanthrope, had a few 
years previously come across a charming and brilliant actress 
called Miriam Seaforth. She seemed to him to respond to 
his love, and he felt supremely happy. Suddenly, however, 
and without pluvious notice, she left him one day, and from 
that time he became thoroughly miserable, until occult studies 
revived his energy in another direction. He had, at the 
castle, discovered that he possessed some clairvoyant power, 
and he was frequently closeted with the Baron in his study. 
Sir John Hexton had a son bom of the deceased sister of 
the Baron, and this boy, Reginald, who had hitherto been 
under the tutelage of the Baron, could no longer be left 
with, himwhenSir John came to the conclusion thathisbrother- 
in-law was in league with the Power of Darkness. The 
boy was, however, a born oocultist, and to please Sir John, 
Annerly was sent to England to accompany Reginald thi
ther and place him under a private tutor. 0 n the way Annerly 
met his old love Miriam Seaforth, and after learning all 
about her mishaps, consented to revive his old connections. 
She was known to have married some one* but it afterwards 
tunied out that the person with whom she had lived) Aft

wife was himself a married man, and she left him when she 
came to know that she had been deceived. Annerly's love 
was by no means cooled, after learning this fact, be was 
ab devoted as of old and offered her marriage. This she waa 
willing to accept, but wished for some delay.

Professor Massilton had made a mistake in marrying 
Lady Emily, who had no aptitude whatsover for her husband's 
cultivated tastes. The Professor therefore had to seek in 
general society for the distractions he had quite honestly 
iu tended to concentrate once for all when be married. He 
qame across Miriam Seaforth and ardently loved her. 
She in her turn truly reciprocated his affection, but he 
was unable to marry her because of Lady Emily, and 
of her existence Mii*iam was not at first aware. When, 
however, she did learn the secret she left him in high 
dudgeon. Lady Emily came to know of this liaison of her 
husband at about the time of the Baron’s experiment on the 
fir-tree, and after leaving the castle she instituted divorce 
proceedings. This caused much scandal in the Society papers, 
and our party of investigators in occultism were sorely put 
out by finding one of the most capable of their members held 
up to the scorn and ridicnle of the public. They had how
ever moral courage to stand by him, and he, on his own part, 
formed the idea of offering marriage to Miriam, who, as 
she had no real love for Annerly, acceded to tbe proposal, and 
Annerly’s cup of happiness was dashed from his very lips. 
The intense and indescribable agony of Annerly wonld have 
ended perhaps in suicide, had it not been that the astral form 
of the Baron visited him in his own room in London, and 
brought about a happier state of mind, which ultimately 
resulted in his preparing to give np all society and retiring to 
unknown regions for the pursuit of the secret studies. Miss 
Vaughan, after seeing a little more of society was brought back 
by her mother to the castle where Merland was able to renew 
his love successfully, and there was a happy termination to a 
keen disappointment. The Baron himself withdrew imme
diately afterwards, after having given sufficient hints as to 
the existence of the secret science.

This faint and imperfect indication of the outline of the 
story has been given to enable the reader to understand what 
follows. The karma of a previous birth gives the 
reward or punishment—so to say—that we get in our present 
existence, and Mrs. Lakesby, who had clairvoyant powers of a 
peculiar sort, is able to read the past lives of the company 
present, and thus give some idea of the operation of that law.

Mrs. Lakesby in a sort of a trance sees first a Roman 
banquet, where, amongst others, she finds a tali young man 
with short curly black hair, and very handsome. He ariuks
& good deal. His name is Flaccus, and he is in the company 
of another named Septimus, the Gonsnl. In the next scene 
Flaccus iB in the country, in a garden talking to a handsome 
young woman, who is extremely fond of himt and beseems to 
return the affection, but she wants him to do something which 
he seems to refuse. She wants him to stay, but he is going 
away. He takes her under a tree and gives her a kiss. He 
is now gone, and she is left prying. He must be hard-hearted, 
although he is handsome and pleasant. Flaocus is next seen 
speaking to the Flamen diales who knows a great deal of 
occult science and wishes to induce his nephew (Flaccus) to 
give up his life of pleasure and be altogether an oocultist. 
FlacOus cannot do this though he loves the Flamen. There 
enters now a third person named Fabian, a great friend of 
Flaccus. He is a humble friend, is poorly dressed, and is 
short and ugly. He is however very good at heart, and î as 

.a beautiful aura, better than the aura round the rich Flaccus. 
Fabian is quite lame of one foot Fabian and Flaccus were 
friends when they were boys, and Fabian saved Flaccus* 
life when some building was falling down by rushing in 
to help him, and got his own foot crushed in the scramble. 
He was not a bit sorry for it, but used to admire Flaccus 
greatly, and was glad to think he suffered to save him. 
The Flamen lends books to Fabian, but he finds it hard 
to master their contents, while Flaccus could easily 
become a student of occult science if he only would. The scene 
now changes, and Flaccus is seen by the sea-side enter
ing a large and beautiful boat, all silk and cushions inside— 
with a yonng woman—quite different from the first—of daz
zling beauty. He looks contented, lying there in the boat 
with his head on her lap and his arms round her.

In a different picture Fabian is seen sitting by a girl’s 
bedside reading to her something out of a book on his knees.
Bat sho was not a beautiful girl at all, almost a child! and
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very plain, withered looking, 'and evidently very ill. Fabian 
Was holding her hand and talking to her; and she was look
ing at him so wistfully in spite of her ugliness and illness, 
the thought of her was quite beautiful Her aura was so 
dear and good. Bat the room was a poor room.

After several ‘conjectures and some discussion8, the com
pany understand that the old Consul Septimus, who is always 
p a y i n g  compliments to ladies, must be Professor Massilton in 
a previous birth, while they identify tie beautiful, rich and 
insincere Flacous with Annerly, who finds himself keenly dis
appointed in his love as he had disappointed several women 
in his prior incarnation. He now limps, and is ill-favored 
and poor, whereas his poor and good-hearted Roman friend 
Fabian is now rich, and handsome, and ultimately succeeds in 
his love. The company again find what a large part in 
karma is evidently played in almost all our cases by our 
relations with women.

The chief interest of the book lies in showing how previous 
karma acts upon our present births. Mrs. Lakesby, the 
peculiar^ clairvoyants, assisted as .she used, to say by some 
unknown masters, reads the visioi  ̂of the prior births, which 
throw a flood of light upon the lives of the principal actors 
of the story. The character of Mrs. Lakesby is a very tame 
one, and we think she could have been represented so as to in
spire alittle-more confidence. Her inner light, however, is of a 
superior order, and she is constantly in the spiritual company 
of two of the higher initiates, who often shew her the reality 
and keep her away from delusive phantoms.

Even for those who care merely for sensational reading, 
there is in the book enough of spirited delineation of well- 
drawn characters and engaging scenes. The language is 
natural, and has an easy flow, and considering that the writer 
had to treat a difficult and unfamiliar subject, the task has beep 
accomplished with a degree of success which we hope will 
enable him to treat other parts of the esoteric teachings 
with still greater vigour and explicitness.

The teaching shadowed forth in the book as to the law 
of-karma is a broad outline with which we must first become 
familiar. There are also snch things as accidents, relatively 
so called, to a personality which form no part of the previous 
karma of the person, but these are comparatively few, and 
they in no. way contradict the law of karma. All the 
previous karma of a preceding birth need not and does not 
always expend itself in the next succeeding birth. Annerly 
had in an anterior birth been devoted to the study of occultism, 
although in thO* birth immediately preceding he was some
what of a libertine, and the old good karma reasserted itself 
after the expenditure of the sensual karma, and he betook 
kimself at last to the life of a disciple of the secret doctrine

The collect intuition, appropriate power of expression and 
vigorous style of the writer, show themselves all through 
the story, and more so in those parts where the author 
intertrffta in modern thought some of the best and mo*t 
ennobling teachings of old, ‘ the spread of which the world 
needs so urgently to save it from spiritual death. “ Some 
men and some ideas must be tried in the fire before they are 
r e a d y  for what they have to do. The practical way to 
consider anew movement foi* such an object, is to look at th'e 
good points of the people, we find ourselves thrown with as 
co-workers, and put up with or not think about their 
failings.” Weak-brained people who join such movements 
in the hour of sunshine all crumple up as soon as trouble 
sets in. To those who in moments of enthusiasm are but 
too ready to take vows and transform themselves into cheap 
disciples, the following words of the Baron, addressed to 
Annerly, when he had given up occultism for the love of 
Miriam Scaforfch, will be profitable. “ Duty need not be 
ignored, because it sometimes chimes in with inclination. 
If, as I understand, you could hardly have remained in the 
o c c u l t  p a t h  Without sacrificing interests of another person 
that had come to be dependent on you, then I think yon are 
quite justified in acting as you did. Happily you were 
bound by no vows, the infraction of which would have 
involved a feeling of humiliation and perhaps worse conse
quences. I do not pretend myself to regard any of the 
transitory delights which physical existence may afford as 
more than shows and deliisive appearances of happiness. 
They come to an end sooner or later, while nothing is 
regarded as triio happiness itt the occult dense, except that 
which is enduring, and n o t h i n g  in the nature of consciousness 
is enduring unless it is Seated in the higher principles erf 
man’s Aaturd, which we but very Hfctle if at all con̂ erjied 
witfe th* phenomena of'oaatthly life- aa uudeiafcoqd by our

generation. I do not want to belittle or disparage rth* 
emotions which invest it for you with the attribute, p i  
reality. Don’t regret the time we spent together, (the; see$s 
sown during that time have not been sown in vain. Iti# 
better to go a little way in a comprehension of ypjir spiritual 
opportunities in the alternate picture than not ,to get auj 
comprehension of them at all ” , , >c

The unwillingness to make an exhibition of occult p0W4$ 
on the part of the Barou is thus explained. “ Partly th^lns 
life would be one continuous resistance to impQrtunity 
on the part of the people who would beg for further displays 
of occult power—which, for various reasons, he would be pre
cluded from giving ; but in a greater degree because he' Wants 
to get the principles of occult philosophy considered, on their' 
own merits by the thinking world, instead o? being, illuminat
ed by the artificial excitement that fresh displays of occult 
power would bring about.’*

The Baron, when about to retire from the world, thua 
speaks : u If I am really wanted again, depend upon it I shall 
be sent, But in truth the work to be done in thp world ds*a 
sequel to the beginnings that have been set on foot h6re, must 
be done, if at all, by others and not by me. All healthy 
growth of the mind must develop from within, anŜ H© same 
holds good of great movements of thought in society at large. 
The penetrating insight into Nature which occult scienq? 
affords, is not a gift to be bestowed on grea.t massefe of 
people by external benevolence. It can only accrue to people 
by the cultivation of their faculties, and by attracting them 
into the right channels of thought and study. Now the 
nucleus of ardent students which we have constituted here id 
quite large enough to grow and provoke such a ferment of 
thought in society as may really lead to great resuits if the 
time proves to be ripe. After all, what we want to recommend 
to the world are certain ideas, not certain men. It may be & 
good thing that people should see that if these are true, it 
does not matter in the least who utters them. One has to 
realise what occultism is as regards the training of the sonl, 
the outer machinery of its working on the physical plane î  
of little importance. *

Sir John Hextou, the believer in the power of the DeViT, 
wishes to remove his son Reginald from the company of, hi* 
uncle the Baron, and Professor Massilton suggests to tho 
Baron to use his powers to counteract the wishes of Sir Joli\ 
The Baron’s reply is as follows : " You do not quite realise a a 
yet the way certain rules govern the exercise of occult power̂ . 
{t would be quite out of the question to talk of employing 
any unusual measures to put constraint upon Sir John’s acts. 
With auease you can hardly imagine Sir John coaid even bi 
inspired with the wish to leave his son here, and would be quite 
unaware of the fact that he had been psychologised so as to 
wish this ; but to produce that effect on him would be t& 
commit a disastrous mistake, to do a vory wrong things t  
am only at liberty to employ ordinary means to save Reginald 
from being placed in the midst of the corruption of a Jpeffb 
English school.’1 *

As regards tbe clairvoyant’s will the Baron thqgtgftooka. 
“ There is nothing in nature more delusive than thephete- 
meua of that border land of spiritual life that we get into; when 
we first cross the frontier of physical phenomena, j We may 
seem there to encounter living beings, whom we may-l)* opt 
to mistake for spirits of a more or less angelic oitier, when 
they are really no more than the shades of former iranin 
beings,whose nobler aspect, so to speak, is turned away frail us, 
and impiercentible even to the higher clairvoyant senses ftfcriofti 
perceives what may be called their astral aspect.” *v*

Again* says the Baron: “ One should never persuades 
neophyte to enter on the path. One must not maksifre 
career seem pleasant or easy; but it is a stout and pure hsaft 
only that is wanted for success, not psychic gifts at 
They may not so mnch help their possessor as render him 0 r 
her more useful to others. And the privilege of being nseftl 
is a grand one, quite apart from reward. Then yom mat 
remember that ordinary thinking has not yet been sufficient
ly penetrated with the idea about successive incarnations to 
get people get on the right train of thought in such mattera. 
You cannot estimate your position in reference to thp.oooujt 
life aright unless you know something of your previoifs 
incarnations,” 4

“ Tbe law of karma is almost the leading law of num̂ n 
evolution—if you can be allowed to give precedent* to one 
over aoathtt of the beautiful harmonies of nature. Every 
man is perpetually working out old karma and developing 
fresh. This is merely a technical way of saying that every
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fe (Ate pro&nct of the ifcfitieiHSes, aspirations, thoughts; 
ttferts, and So on, that have moulded his character in the past, 
ted is ill turn, by the direction in which he allows his 
•toOfrgieS to operate, moulding that which will be his own 
dttMcier in the future. But while the principle stated in 
tfcatway seems to be little more than a common-place, it 
rises into wholly different importance when yon resolutely 
MHptoy it to the Whole series of humap lives which constitute 
lift individuality—a true hnman ego apart from the transitory 
ttfrcumsta&oes of particular years.'
' “ People often say nobody can alter their character very 
much; what he is born with he must make the best of, and 
.his moral responsibility greatly varies accordingly, and so 
forth. They forget—or rather their speculation is not 
brightened by the illuminating truth to which occult 
fcoienbe introduces ns—that every one has an immensely long 
euooession of opportunities for modifying his character; 
and that the point at which he leaves off in the one life, 
is the point at which he takes up these opportunities in 
the next. A great interval of time, as we measure time 
here, may have elapsed between the end of the one life 
and die beginning of the next; but that does not in the 
least fogioo interfere with the unity of the life process, 
^fhat interval is very far indeed from being a blank period* 
It is filled with a life of its own, far more vivid, and, for 
the most part, happily more enjoyable in an exalted 
sense than the physical period of life. The spiritual 
existence which intervenes between each physical life has the 
effect of summing up the whole body of experiences—effort, 
aspiration, and so on—of the one life into so much formed 
character with which the ego starts on his merit. Karma ia 
not a reward or punishment that can possibly be wrongly 
adjusted by reason of being served out as such. It is a per
fectly inevitable series of consequences. Tour karma deter
mines the state of life into which you will be born as well as 
your charaoten We have a very distinct consciousness of 
free will in the choice between good and evil at every step 
through life. It is difficult to escape from the influence of 
karma, but it is a growing force, and our free will does en
able us to modify its growth; and our bent, in the next life, 
will be either still more defined in its present direction, or 
inclining in a different direction, according to whether iii 
this you yield to it without resistance or press against its 
influence. There must always be suffering where there has 
been Wrong, where there has been ignorance, where there 
has been selfishness, where there has been effort made to 
gather in and jealously consume happiness instead of effort 
to expand and pour it out for the good of others. But sneer
ing of that sort is only to be conquered by endurance: the 
law of karma may be hard to study, but is still harder to 
c h e a t . ”

We shall close with a paragraph dictated by the master 
who inspired Mrs. Lakesby in her trance.

“ I must do no more than hint, suggest, awaken thought, 
and leave with you all in your several degrees the duty of 
-action, the choice of means. The genias of your age is boring 
down when it might soar upward ; it is wearing itself out 
against tbe hard rook when it might expand into splendid 
growths of a superior race, if its forces .were trained into 
tiie Tight direotion. Many efforts are being made to guide 
its evolution into the true path of progress. The sooner this 
ia done, the better for individuals concerned, even though 
the Anal result must come about sooner or later—the sooner 
then tbe less suffering. For ignorance of nature is the source 
of fell suffering, and there is no ignorance so fatal, so disas
trous, as knowledge of only one side. Work to obliterate 
that ignorance. Struggle and, if necessary, suffer to mini
mise suffering; and learn to apply the most occult truth of 
all enshrouded in that occult science which fascinates so many 
minds, which it fails to penetrate, that the highest knowledge 
must be sought iu the highest self-abnegation, in the highest 
spiritual philanthrophy.”

Mr. Binnett’s new book must be carefully read more than onoe 
before it can be properly appreciated. Once convinced 
o f  the truth of the esoterio doctrine, he has with rare moral 
courage, dignified sense and equanimity held fast to it, and 
has from time to him given us the benefit of his studies in 
works which will outlive the ignorant ridicule that is cast 
upon them in certain quarters.

N. D. K.

B 0 A G W A T  G I T A .
Mb. T c k a b a m  T a t i a ,  F. T .  S., has just issued an English 

translation of this inimitable poem. The translation chosen 
is that of Charles Wilkins, originally published just one hun
dred years ago with the help of some Indian Pandits. T w o  
introductions precede this edition, oue by Mr. Manila! N. 
Dvivedi is an excellent, though necessarily brie  ̂ sketch of 
the main outlines of Indian philosophy. The other introduc
tion from the pen of Babu Nobin K. Banneiji, whose death 
we sorrowfully record in another column, is explanatory of 
certain points in the poem iteelf. The value of the work is 
further increased by some good notes, intended to elucidate 
the meaning of the text rather than to indicate its philo
logical peculiarities. This book ought to be in the hands of all 
who care for Aryan religion and philosophy; ihe edition before 
us is of a very convenient size and is well got up. We may 
mention that the proceeds of the sale of this work will be 
devoted to the Bombay Theosophical Publication Fazd, and 
other volumes are announced to appear shortly.
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T h *  fo l lo w in g  R e p o r t  i s  c o n d e n s e d  f r o m  t h e  I n d i a n  M i r r o r : —
T h e  T h i r d  A n n iv e r s a r y  o f  t h e  B e n g a l  T h e o s o p h ic a l  S o c ie ty  

w a s  c e l e b r a t e d  a t  t h e  T o w n  H u l l  o n  S a t u r d a y ,  t h e  2 7 tn  J u n e ,  
T h e  a t t e n d a n c e  w a s  l a r g e  a n d  r e s p e c ta b le .  A b o u t  7 0 0  m e n  w e re

S r e s e n t .  B a b u  N o r e n d r o n a t h  S e n ,  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  S o c ie ty ,  
s l i v e r e d  a n  a d d r e s s .

Colobbl Olcott’s Spbboe.

T e n  y e a r s  a g o ,  h e  s a id  t h e r e  b a d  a r i s e n  a t  t b e  v e r g e  o f  t h e  
b o r i s o a  o f  c o n te m p o r a r y  t h o u g h t  a  l i t t l e  c lo u d  n o  b i g g e r  t h a n  
a  m a n ’s  h a n d : i t  w a s  t h e  T h e o s o p h ic a l  S o c ie ty .  T h e r e  w a s  a  
b r i g h t n e s s  i n  t h i s  l i t t l e  f lo c k  o f  v a p o u r  d e s t i n e d ,  p e r h a p s ,  t o  o n e  
d a y  o v e r s p r e a d  t h e  w h o le  s k y  a  b r i g h t n e s s  c a u g h t  f r o m  t h e  s u n  
o f  A r y a n  P h i lo s o p h y ,  n o t  y e t  a r i s e n  a f t e r  a  lo n g  n i g h t  o f  n e g l e c t  
a n d  f o r g e t f u ln e s s .  I t  b a d  b e e u  a  d r e a r y  n ig h t ,  a n d  m a n y  f r i e n d s  
o f  l u d i a  h a d  d e s p a i r e d  o f  t h e r e  e v e r  b e i n g  a n o t h e r  d a w n .  
B u t  e v e n  in  t h e  b la c k e s t  h o u r s  t h e r e  h a d  a ls o  b e e n  s o m e  w h o  
h a d  s e e n  t h e  s t a r s  s h i n i n g  t h r o u g h  o c c a s io n a l  r i f t s  in  t h e  c lo u d s ,  
t o d  th e s e  fe w  w e re  t h e  f i r s t  t o  w e lc o m e  t b e  a d v e n t  o f  t h e  n e w  
S o c ie ty .  ( A p p la u s e . )  A  w o n d e r f u l  o c e a n  t h i s ,  o f  t h e  w o r ld ’s  
t h o u g h t ,  a c c u m u la t e d  f r o m  e v e r y  r i v e r  a n d  s t r e a m l e t  a n d  b ro o k  
d e s c e n d in g  f r o m  t h e  h i g h e r  g r o u n d s  o f  h u m a n  c o n s c io u s n e s s ,  t o  
b e  r a i s e d  a g a in  a n d  a g a i n  c e a s e le s s ly ,  e a c h  t im e  to  a g a i n  d e s c e n d  
i c  f e r t i l i s i n g  s h o w e r s  u p o n  n e w  g e n e r a t io n s  o f t h i n k e r s  1 T h e n  
t b e  b r i g h t n e s s  c r e w  a p a r t ,  t b e  d a w n  b r o k e  a n d  n o w  w e  c a n  s e e  
t h a t  lo n g  h id d e n  s u n  j u s t  s h o w in g  i t s e l f  a b o v e  t b e  h o r i s o n .  
W h o  s h o u ld  j a y  t b a t  t h e r e  w o u ld  n o t  b e  a g a i n  a  h ig h  n o o n  f o r  
A r y a v a r t a  i f  w e  b u t  d id  o o r  d u t y ! £ v e n  w e  m a y  l iv e  t o  s e e  
t h e  f u l l  d a y  o f  a  r e v iv a l  o f  A r y a n  P h i lo s o p h y ,  r e l i g io n ,  s c ie n c e  
a n d  m o r a l s ; a n d  i f  n o t  w e  o u r  c h i ld r e n  o r  c h i l d r e n ’s  c h i ld r e n .  
T e n  y e a r s  o n ly  h a v e  p a s s e d ,  y e t  t h e  S o c ie ty  b a d  a l r e a d y  f o u n d  
a  f i r m  f o u n d a t io n ,  l e t  a n y  o n e  s a y  w h a t  b e  w ill .  T h e  l a s t  
s p e a k e r  b a d  s p o k e n  f e e l in g ly  o f  t h e  s e r v ic e s ,  r e n d e r e d  to  s c ie n c e  
a n d  t o  I n d i a  b y  t h e  B e n g a l  A s i a t i c  S o c ie ty ,  a n d  h a d  c o u p le d  
t h e  n a m e  o f  o u r  o w n  S o c ie ty  w i th  t h a t  o f  t h i s  g r e a t  b o d y .  H e ,  
C o lo n e l  O lc o t t ,  w o u ld  n o t  f o r  a  m o m e n t  v e n t u r e  t o  c o m p a r e  t h e  
t w o  i n  s u c h  a  w a y . T h e  i n d e b te d n e s s  o f  I n d i a  t o  S i r  W i l l i a m  
J o n e s ,  b i s  c o l l e a g u e s  a n d  t h e i r  s u c c e s s o r s ,  w a s  s im p ly  in o a lc u  
la b le .  ( M u c h  a p p la u s e .)  T h o s e  g r e a t  m e n ,  t h o s e  in d e f a t i g a b le  
a n d  c o n s c i e n t io u s  w o r k e r s ,  h a d  d i s c o v e r e d  a  n e w  c o u n t r y  f i l l e d  
w i t h  w o n d e r s — t h e  S a n s k r i t  l i t e r a t u r e .  I n  i t  a lm o s t  e v e r y  
t h i n g  t h i n k a b l e  w a s  fo u n d  t h o u g h t  o u t ,  a n d  t h e  W e s t e r n  w o r ld ,  
a m o n g  o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  h a d  b a d  t o  c o r r e c t  i t s  c h r o n o lo g y .  I n  
s o m e  p a r t i c u l a r s  t h e  A s i a t i c  a n d  T h e o s o p h ic a l  S o c ie t i e s  h a d  
id e n t i c a l  o b j e c t s ,  a s  h a d  b e e n  p o in te d  o u t  b v  t h e  p r e v io u s  
s p e a k e r ;  i u  o t h e r s  t h e y  m a te r i a l l y  d i f f e r e d .  T h e  l a t t e r  f o r  
i n s t a n c e  a im e d  a t  s o m e t h in g  m o r e  t h a n  44 t o  s t u d y  ro a n  a n d  
n a t u r e i t  w is h e d  t o  d i s c o v e r  t h e  i n t e r i o r ,  e s s e n t i a l  l i n k  o f  
u n io n  b e tw e e n  m a n  a n d  m a n ,  a n d  b e tw e e n  m a n  a n d  n a t u r e .  I t  
w is h e d  t o  f o r m  a  n u c l e u s  o f  a  u n iv e r s a l  b r o th e r h o o d .  I t  w is h e d  
to  h o t  m e r e ly  d i s c o v e r  a n d  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h e  f a c t  o f  l a t e n t  
p s y c h ic a l  p o w e rs  i n  m a n ,  b u t  t o  u r g e  m a n  t o  u t i l i s e  t h e m  f o r  t h e  
p e r s o n a l  d i s c o v e r y  o f  d iv in e  t r u t h .  T b e  l e t t e r  8 o c i e ty  w a s  t h e n  
u k e  t h e  f o r m e r  p l u s  t h e  e l e m e u t s  o f p h U a n th r o p h y  a n d  o c c u l t  
r e s e a r c h .  O u r  S o c ie ty  h s d  f o r  t h i s  r e a s o n  t o u c h e d  t h e  h e a r t  o f  
t h e  H i n d u  p e o p le ,  b e s id e s  c o n v in c in g  t b e  r e a s o n  a n d  s i l e n c in g  t h e  
d o u b t s  o f  l a r g e  n u m b e r s  o f  t h e  e d u c a te d  c la s s .  W h a t  w a s  t h e  c o n 
d i t i o n  o f  H in d u is m  t e n  y e a r s  a g o  w a s  a  m a t t e r  to n  f r e s h  in  e v e r y -  
b o d y ’s  r e o o l le c t io n  t o  b e  in  d o u b t .  I t  w a s  t h e n  h ig h ly  u n f a s h io n 
a b le  a m o n g  c o l le g e  m e n  t o  c o n f e s s  t o  b e i n g  a  H in d u  in  r e l ig io n ,  
h u t  v e r y  f a s h io n a b le  t o  p r o f e s s  s c e p t ic i s m ,  a n d  d i s p a r a g e  e v e r y  
f o r m  o f  r e l ig io n .  T b e  S h a s t r a s  n e g le c te d ,  t h e  a n c i e n t  T o ls  o f  t h e  
B r a h m a n  g u r u s  c lo s e d , t h e  p r e c io u s  b o o k s  m o u ld e r in g  n p o n  t h e  
s h e lv e s  f o r  w a n t  o f  b u y e r s ,  t h e  d e s c e n d a n t s  o f  A r y a n  p h i lo s o p h e r s  
f o r c e d  t o  g a i n  a  l iv e l ih o o d  b y  c o m p o u n d in g  n o s t r u m s ,  p r a c t i s i n g  
a s  a s t r o lo g e r s ,  t h o u g h  m a in ly  i g n o r a n t  o f  a s t r o lo g y ,  a n d  e v e n  
t a k i n g  o p  t h e  v o c a t io n s  o f  m e n ia l  s e r v a n t s .  A n d / t o  c o m p le te  
t h e  p i c t u r e  o f  n a t io n a l  d e s o la t io n ,  t h e  c r o w d e d  P a n t h e o n  o f  H in d u  
T h e o lo g y  b e c a m e  a  m e r e  q e a r r y  -o f  o ld  s to n e  im agefe , l i f e le s s ,  
m e a n in g le s s ,  j e e r e d  a t  b y  e v e n  t b e  o a l lo w e s t  y o u t h s  o f  t b e  m o d e m  
e o b e e l  a n d  e o H e g e s . T h i s  w a s  t b e  c o n d i t io n  o f  I n d i a  a n d  I n d i a n  
p u b l io  o p in io n  w h e n  t h e  T h e e s o p b io a l  m o v e m e n t  b e g a n .  I s  i t  s o  
n o w  P L o o k  t h r o u g h  t h e  l a n d ,  e x a m in e  t h e  n a t i v e  n e w s p a p e r s  
a n d  o t h e r  l i t e r a t u r e  o f  t h e  d e y ,  a n d  a n s w e r .  F r o m  e v e i7  s id e  
c o m e  t h e  s i g n s  o f  a n  A r y a n  r e v iv a l .  T b e  o ld  b o o k s  f in d  b u y e r s ,  
a n d  n e w  e d i t io n *  a r e  b e in g  d e m a n d e d )  S a n s k r i t  s c h o o ls  a r e  
r e o p e n in g s  t h e r e  i s  a  ( ( ro w in g  c u r io s i t y  t o  k n o w  w h a t  t b e  
S b a s t r a a  c o n ta in ,  i f  o n ly  t o  s e e  w h e th e r  t h e y  a r e  i u  a s e o r d  w i t h  
o r  o p p o s i t io n  t o  m o d e r n  s c ie n t i f i c  d i s c o v e r i e s . ;  m a n y  c o l l e g i a n s  
w h o  c a m e  t o  t b e  r e s e a r c h  to  so o ff  b a s e  b e e n  f o r c e d  t o  w o n d e r  a n d  
to  b e l ie v e .  T h e r e i n  t h e  b e g in n in g  o f  a  c o n v ic t io n  in  I h e  H i n d u  
m in d  t h a t  t h e i r  f o r e f a t h e r s  were w is e  e n d  jppd, and t b e i r  
m o t h e r l a n d  t h e  “  c r a d l e  o f  a r t s  a n d  o r e e d s .”  I t  i s  b u t  a  
b e g i n n i n g ,  i t  i s  t r u e ;  m o r e  a s e n t i m e n t  j f  e u r i o s i t y  t o  b e  
g r a t i f i e d ;  b u t  i n  t h e  n a t u r a l  o r d e r  o f  t h i n g s  t h i s  c u r i o s i t y  
m u s t  d e v e lo p  in t o  a s e n t i m e n t  m o re  d e e p  a n d  m o r e  s e r io u s .  U p o n  
t h e  O o m p a ra tiV e  i n d u s t r y ,  p e r s e v e r a n c e  a n d  m o r a l  c o u r a g e ,  d i s 
p l a y e d  b y  t h o s e  w h o  a r e  n o w  e n g a g e d  in  t h i s  m o v e m e n t!  m u s t  
depend whether t h e  f u l l  r e v iv a l  o f  A r y a n  t h o u g h t s  and m o r a l e

s h a l l  c o m e  s o o n e r  o r  l a t e r .  I s  n o t  t b e  w o rk  a  h o ly  o n e * - ___
c a l c u la te d  t o  t i r e  t h e  h e a r t  o f  e v e r y  t r u e  I n d i a n  p a t r i o t  w i t h  t h e  
d e s i r e  to  d o  w l ia t  b e  c a n ,  w h e t h e r  l i t t l e  o r  m n c h  to  a v e r t  t h e  
d i r e s t  o f  a l i  c a l a m i t ie s ,  t h e  c o m p le te  d e n a t io n a l i s a t i o n  o f  h ie  p e o 
p le  P H e — t h e  s p e a k e r — w a s  w a tc h i n g  m o s t  e a g e r ly  f o r  t h e  n a t u r a l  
l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  p e o p le  to  co m *  f o r w a r d  a n d  t a k e  t h e  le a d .  I t  w a s  t h t i t r  
p r o p e r  m is s io n ,  n o t  t h a t  o f  h im s e l f  o r  a n y  f o r e ig n e r s .  H e  abho tf* ' 
r e d  t h e  s p i r i t  w h ic h  m a d e  m e n  t h e  s la v e s  of s e c t s ,  a u t h o r i t i e s  O t  
l e a d e r s .  T h e r e  c o u ld  b e  n o  n a t io n a l  o r  i n d iv id u a l  a d v a n c e m e n t  
w i t h o u t  t h e  g e u e r « l  a c c e p ta n c e  o f  t h e  p r in c ip l e  o f  s e l f  c o n q u e s t  
a n d  se lf  d e v e lo p m e n t .  W h a t  t h e  H i n d u s  r e q u i r e d  w a s  a  c la s s  o f  
t e a c h e r s  w h o  s h o u ld  in c u lc a t e  t h i s  g r e a t  id e a  in  t h e  m in d s  o f  t h e i r  
b e a r e r s  a u d  p u p i l s  T h e  c u r s e  o f  h u m a n i ty  whs a n d  h a d  e v e r  
b e e n  t h e  c r u s h i n g  o u t  o f  f r e e  t h o u g h t  a n d  in d iv id u a l  l i b e r t y  i n  
r e l i g io u s  r e s e a r c h .  T h i s  w a s  t h e  f u n d a m e n ta l  m a x im  o f  A r y a n  
B r a h m a g y a u n m . B i s  v e n e r a b l e  f r i e n d  t h e  K e v . M r .  D a l i ,  b a d  
r e m a r k e d  t h e  o t h e r  d a y  a t  D a r j i l i n g  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  n o  s u c h  
t h i n g  a s  t h i s  A r y a n  P h i lo s o p h y  in  t h e  S a n s k r i t  b o o k s ,  a n d  t h a t  
h e  d id  n o t  b e lie v e  in  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  M a h a t m a s : w h a t  b e  w a n t e d  
t o  s e e  w a s  a  B e n g a l i  s h ip ,  b u i l t  a t  a  B e n g a l i  s h ip - v a r d ,  
b y  a  B e n g a l i  c a p t a in  a n d  c re w , a n d  t r a d i n g  t o  f o r e ig n  p o r t s : 
t h e n  h e  s h o u ld  b e l ie v e  t h a t  t h e  r e g e n e r a t io n  o f  I n d i a  h a d  b e g u u  I 
T h a t  w a s  o n e — a n d  a  v e r y  lo w — v ie w  o f  t b e  s i t u a t io n .  I t  w a s  a l l  
v e r y  w e ll t o  s e e  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  a r t s  d e v e lo p e d  in  I n d i a ,  b u t  i n  t h e  
s p e a k e r ’s  o p in io n  i t  w a s  f a r  m o re  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  t h e  p e o p le  
s h o u ld  b e  w o n  b a c k  to  t h e  n o b le  s t a n d a r d  o f  A ry a n  m o r a l s ,  aty& 
t o  t h e  p r a c t i c a l  k u o w le d g e  o f  A r y a n  r e l ig io u s  t r u t h .  . . . »  
W e s t e r n  c iv i l i s a t io n  w a s  t h e  e v o lu t io n  o f  w e s te r n  s o c ia l  w a n ts *  
e x p e r ie n c e s  a n d  i n s t i n c t s  a s  t h e  E a s t e r n  w a s  o f  A s i a t i c  n e e d s .  I t  
w a s  s o  w i th  t b e  s e n s e  o f  m u s ic ,  f o r  t h e  a u d i t o r y  n e r v e s  o f  t h e  
A s i a t i c  e a r  f in d  s o la c e  a n d  i n s p i r a t i o n  f r o m  a  d i f f e r e n t  s e r i e s  o f  
a tm o s p h e r i c  v ib r a t i o n s  f r o m  t h e  W e s te r n  e a r .  E a c h  c iv i l i s a t io n  
w a s  b e s t  f o r  i t s  o w n  lo c a l i ty ,  i t  w a s  im p o s s ib le  t o  s u b s t i t u t e  t h e  
o n e  fo r  t h e  o t h e r  w i th o u t  a n  a c c o m p a n y in g  t o t a l  c h a n g e  o f  
n a t io n a l  c h a r a c t e r ,  t r a d i t i o n s  a n d  a s p i r a t i o n .  W e  w e r e  t r y i n g  t o  
d o  t h i s  im p o s s i b i l i ty  w i th  t h e  r e s u l t  t h s t  t h e  f o r e ig n  v ic e s  w e r e  
f i r s t  a d o p te d  a n d  so  t h e  n a t io n a l  m o ra l  d e s t r u c t io n  m a d e  t h i n k *  
a b le ,  l ' h e  g r a d u a l  a n n u a l  i n c r e a s e  o f  c o n s u m p t io n  o f  d e a d l y  
d r i n k  a n d  d r u g s  m a r k e d  t h e  a p p r o a c h  o f  a  t i m e  w h e n ,  f t  
u n c h e c k e d ,  t h i s  m o r a l  e h o le r a  s c o u r g e  w o u ld  e x t in g u i s h  t h e  
v e s t i g e s  o f  A ry a n  v i r t u e  a u d  le a v e  t b e  n a t io n  a  s o r t  o f  c a r r io n  t o  
c u m b e r  t h e  e a r t h .  A r e  t h e  s e l f  s ty le d  f r i e n d s  o f  I n d i a  c o n t e n t  
w i th  t h i s ,  o r  w ill  h e lp  t o  r e s t o r e  t h e  o ld  s t a n d a r d s ?  T b e  P a s t  
a n d  P r e s e n t  o f  I n d i a  in  i t s  r e la t io n  t o  t h e  T h e o s o p h ic a l  m o v e m e n t ,  
h a s  n o w  b e e n  s k e t c h e d .  W h a t  i s  t h e r e  in  t h e  f u t u r e  t  T h e  
T h e o s o p h ic a l  S o c ie ty  h a d  o f f e r e d  t b e  p u b l ic  n o  e a s y  r o a d  t o  
k n o w le d g e  o r  h a p p in e s s ,  b u t  o n ly  t b e  , o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  S t r iv e  
p a in f u l l y  a g a i n s t  a p p e t i t e  a n d  p a s s io n ,  t o  b e a r  p a t i e n t l y  g r i e v o u s  
w r o n g  a n d  h e a v y  t r i b u l a t i o n ,  t o  s a c r if ic e ,  t o  p e r s e v e r e  f o r  t b e  
a t t a i n m e n t  o f  w is d o m . M a n y  h a d  t h o u g h t  o th e r w is e - ~ s o m e  
t h i n k  s o  e v e n  n o w —b u t  t i m e  s n d  e x p e r ie n c e  d i s p e l  a l l  i l lu s fo o s i  
T b e  S o o ie ty  h a d  f o u n d  a  l a r g e  n u m b e r  o f  h ig h - m in d e d ,  e a r n e s t ,  
u n s e l f i s h  p e r s o n s ,  r e a d y  t o  f o r g e t  d i f f e r e n c e s o f  r a c e ,  c r e e d  a n d  
co lo r*  a n d  w o r k  t o g e t h e r  f r a t e r n a l l y  a n d  k i n d l y  f o r  t h e  l o f t y  
id e a ls ,  p r e s e n t e d  in  t h e  d e c l a r e d  o b je c t s  o f  t h e  S o c ie ty .  P r a c t i c a l  
r e s u l t s  a o q o i t t e d  t b e  f o u n d e r s  o f  t h e  c h a r g e  o f  u to p i a n i s m ,  s n d  
in  t h e  s p r e a d  o f  t h e  o r g a n is a io n  t o  a lm o s t  e v e r y  q u a r t e r  o f  t h e  

'g l o b e  w a s  t b e  p r o m i s e  o f  a  g r e a t  f u t u r e .  A s  tn  t b e  c a s e  o f  a l l  
s o c ia l  m o v e m e n ts  t h i s  o n e  m i g h t  d iv id e  i n t o  v a r io u s  p s r a l l e l  
c u r r e n t s  o f  e n e r g y ; n e w  l e a d e r s  m i g h t  c o m e  t o  t h e  f r o n t ,  w i s e r  
a n d  a b l e r  t h a n  t h e  p r e s e n t  o n e s  ;  n e w  S o c ie t ie s  b e  f o r m e d ,  n e w  
a n d  b e t t e r  p l a n s  o f  a c t io n  d e v is e d  : t b e  o u e  t h i n g  m o s t  e v i d e n t  
w a s  t h a t  T h e o s o p h y  b e in g  id e n t i c a l  w i th  B r s h m a g y a n a m ,  a n d  
t h e r e f o r e  h a v i n g  e x i s t e d  f o r  c o u n t l e s s  a g e s ,  w o u ld  s u r v iv e  a l l  
o h a n g e *  a n d  w o rk  o u t  i t s  i n h e r e n t  s p le n d i d  p o te n t i a l i t i e s .  I t  
w a s  s o m e t h in g  to t a l l y  i n d e p e n d e n t  o f  e v e r y  a n d  a l l  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  
n o w  c o n n e c te d  w i th  T h e o s o p h ic a l  S o c ie ty  o r  e v e n  id e n t i f ie d  W ith  
ak .y  s i m i l a r  S o c ie t i e s  o f  a n y  e p o c h  o r  n a t io n .  'I 'h is  c i r c u m  sta in  toe 
c&t n o t  b e  to o  c l e a r l y  im p r e s s e d  u p o n  t b e  m in d s  o f  f r i e n d  s n d  fb e .

T h e  S o c ie ty  w a s  a  m e r e  e p h e m e r a l  c h a n n e l  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  a n  
e g : ‘S h e ll ,  i f  y o u  p le& se  f lo a t in g  o n  t h e  s e a  ; b u t  w h e t h e r  t h e  
l i t t l e  s h a l lo p  s h a l l  s i n k  s o o n e r  o r  l a t e r ,  t h e  o c e a n  i s  e v e r  t h e r e  
t h a t  o c e a n  o f  tru t to  n p o n  w h ic h  s o  m a n y  v o y a g e s  o f  d i s c o v e r y  
h a v e  b e e n  a d v e n t u r e d ,  s o  m a n y  b r a v e  s h i p s  b e e n  w r e c k e d ,  s o  
m a n y  o t h e r s  c o m e  s a f e  t o  p o r t .

C o l o n e l  O l c o t t  h a s  a l s o  d e l iv e r e d  l e c t u r e s  o n  t h e  f o l l o w in g  
s u b j e c t s :—

O q  J u n e  3 0 th ,  a t  t h e  H i n d n  S c h o o l ,  C a l c u t t a ,  o n  “  A r y a n  M e r*  
a l s f o r  I n d i a n  Y o u th . ”  J u l y  2 n d ,a t  t b e  O r i e n t a l  S e m in a r y ,  C a l o u t t a ,  
o n  “ T h e  A r y a n  T h e o r y  o f  E d u c a t io n .”  J u l y  4 t h ,  a t  t h e  N a t  
M a n d i r  o f  t h e  l a t e  R a ja h  S i r  R a d h a k a n th  D e b  a t  S o b h a  B a s a c  o n  
" I s  H in d u  R e l ig io n  a ll  S u p e r s t i t i o n  P”  J u l y  5 t h ,  a t  t h e  S u b u r b a n  
S o h o o l p r e m is e s ,  B h o w a i t ip o re  o n  “  T h e  A r y a n  R evival.**  A l t  
t h e s e  l e c t u r e s  h a v e  b e e n  f u l l y  r e p o r t e d  i n  t h e  o o lu m n s  o f  t h e  
I n d i c u t  M i r r o r .  _________

S A I D  P O R E .

O n  t h e  1 9 t h  J u n e ,  C o lo o e l  O lo o t t  v i s i t e d  t h e  B r a n c h  o f  t h e  
T t ie o f rm h io a  S o o ie ty  i n  t h i s  p la o s .  H e  d e l iv e r e d  tw o  l e c t u r e s  i a  
t h e  Native m p r o v e m e n t  S o c i e ty 's  H a l l  o n  “  T h e c w o p h y  a n d  t h a  
A r y a n  t t e v r  a l*  a n d  M P s y c h o lo g y  a n d  t h e  N e x t  World.” T h e



C o lo n e l w a s , a s  u s U * l , m o s t c o r d i a l l y  r e c e iv e d ,  a n d  f o u n d  th o  
B r a n c h  . in  a  h e a l t h y  a n d  g r o w i n g  c o n d i t io n .

- P R A Y A G  P S Y C H I C  T H E O S O P H I C A L  S O C I E T Y .
! B a b n  A p r a k a s h  C h a n d r a  M u k e r j i ,  P r e s i d e n t  of  che  B ra n c h ,  n n d  

B a b u  B e n im a d h a b  K ae ,  S e c r e ta r y ,  h a v in g  le f t  t h e  s ta t io n ,  the ir ,  
place® h a v e  b een  filled by  B a b u  B r a j e n d r a  N a t h  B a n e r j i  a n d  B a b u  
B b o ta n a tb  C h a t t e r j i  re sp e c t iv e ly ,
c B a b n  T a r a  IV asad  a n d  B a b n  S h y a n a  C h a r a n  M u k e r j i  b a v e  been  

a p p o i n t e d  C o u n c i l lo r s  of t h e  Sooie ty .

A R Y A N  L E A G U E  O P  H O N O U R .
M r .  P a g a d u l a n  M u t h u s w a m i  in f o rm s  u s  t h a t  h e  h a s  f o rm e d  

L e a g u e s  a t  R a n g o o n ,  N e g a p a ta m  a n d  T r i c h in o p o ly ,  T h e  l a t t e r  
n u m b e r s  a b o u t  f ifty boys,  'l 'he  s a m e  g e n t l e m a n  bu s  a lso  s t a r t e d  
i i  H i n d u ’S u n d a y  School a t  T r ic h in o p o ly ,  w h ic h  is well a t t e n d e d .

- M O N U M E N T  T O  T H E  L A T E  L. A. C A H A G N E T .
M . L e c o m te ,  S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  So c ie ty  fo u n d e d  by M. C a h a g n e t ,  

i n f o r m s  u s  t h a t  i t  is p ro p o se d  to  e r e c t  a  sm a l l  m o n n m e n t  o v e r  th e  
e a r t h l y  r e m a i n s  of o u r  b r o t h e r .  M. Lecom te*s  a d d r e s s  is  N o i s y - 
l e -R o y  p a r  V e rsa i l le s  (S. e t  0 . )  W e  sha l l  be  g l a d  to  f o rw a rd  a n y  
s u b s c r i p t io n s  f ro m  I n d ia .

D A R J E E L I N G .
C olonel  O lc o t t  v i s i t e d  t h e  B r a n c h  of th e  T h e o s o p h ic a l  S o c ie ty  

a t  t h i s  p lace .  H e  re c e iv e d  a  w a r m  w elcom e a n d  w as  p r e s e n t e d  
w i t h  a n  a d d re ss .  H e  d e l iv e r e d  a  w e l l - a t t e n d e d  p u b l i c  l e c t u r e  in  
t h e  t o w n .

S I L I G U R l .
A t  a  m e e t i n g  of  m e m b e r s  of t h e  T h eo so p h ic a l  S o c ie ty  h e ld  a t  

S i l ig u r i ,  N o r t h e r n  B e n g a l ,  on  t h e  18 th  d a y  of J u n e  1885,  t h e  
P r e s i d e n t  P o u n d e r  in  t h e  c h a i r  : i t  w as  r e so lv e d  to  fo rm  a  Loca l  
B r a n c h  u n d e r  t h e  t i t l e  “ T h e  S i l i g u r  T h e o so p h ic a l  S o c ie ty .”

U p o n  m o t io n  i t  w as r e so lv e d  t h a t  t h e  b y e - la w s  of t h e  P a r e n t  
So c ie ty  b e  t e m p o r a r i l y  a d o p te d ,  a n d  t h e  fo l lo w in g  g e n t l e m e n ,  
w e re  a p p o i n t e d  a  C o m m i t t e e  to  d r a f t  p e r m a n e n t  by e - law s  fo r  th e  
B r a n c h .

B a b u  H a r u  S u n d r a  M o z u n d u r .
' V ,  ’ „  B i s h n u  C h a n d r u  D i s . ,

„  P r e o n a t h  B a n e r je e .
„  P r o m o t h o  N a t h  M u k e r je e .
„  G o v in d u  C h a n d r u  B a n e r je e .

T h e  e le c t io n  of officers b e in g  n e x t  i a  o rd e r ,  t h e  fo l low ing  
w e re  l in a h i rn o u s ly  chosen*

P r e s i d e n t  ... ... B a b u  H a r u  S u n d r a  M o z u n d u r .
. , V ic e - P r e s i d e n t  „  P r e o n a t h  B a u e r je e .

S e c r e t a r y  . . .  ̂  B i s h n u  C h a n d r u  Dis.
T r e a s u r e r  ... ... „  P ro m o t h o  N a t h  M u k e r je e .

.T h e re  b e i n g  n o  o t h e r  business^  t h e  m e e t in g  a d jo n r n e d .
B is h n u  C h a n d r u ,

\  . Secretary .

I; r a j S h y e  h a r m o n y  t h e o s o p h i c a l  s o o i e t y .
M O n  S a tu r d a y ,  t h o  2 1 s t  J u u e ,  C olonel  O lc o t t ,  a c c o m p a n ie d  b y  

S e c r e t l y  B a b u  D e v e n d r a  N a t h  G osvam i,  F .T .S . ,  of  t h e  C a lc u t t a  •  
B ra n c h , -  w h o  a c t e d  a s  S e c re ta ry ,  a r r iv e d  in  p a l a n q u in s  t o  
B e a u le a h .  T h e  C olonel  p u t  u p  a t  t h e  D a k  B u n g a lo w ,  a n d  t h e  
P r i v a t e  S e c r e t a r y  a t  t h e  h o u s e  o f  B a b u  B a r a d a  P r a s a d  B a s u ,  
V ice - I* re s id en t .

O n  t h e  fo l lo w in g  m o r n in g  a n d  no o n  t h e  l e a d i n g  m e n  of t h e  
N a t i v e  c o m m u n i t y  w e n t  t o  p a y  t h e i r  r e s p e c t s  t o  t h e  C o lone l  a n d  
h e l d  c o n v e r s a t io n s  w i th  h im .  H e  e x p la in e d  to  t h e m  v e r y  c le a r ly  
t h e  la w s  of K a rm a , t h e  e v o lu t io n  of M an , a n d  o t h e r  i n t e r e s t i n g  
a n d  d if f icu lt  s u b je c t s  on  R e l ig io n  a n d  T h e o so p h y ,
. I n  t h e  e v e n i n g  a t  5 p.m ., a t  t h e  r e q u e s t  o f  t h e  b r o t h e r s ,  h e  

d e l iv e r e d  a , l e c t u r e  on  T h e o s o p h y  a t  t h e  L o k  N a t h  School  H a l l .  
T h e r e  w a s  a n  a u d ie n o e  of  a b o u t  300 m e n ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  e l i te  of  
t h e  N a t iv e  c o m m u n i ty .  O n  t h e  m o r n in g  of  t h e  2 3 rd  i n s t a n t ,  
t h e  C olonel  w e n t  t o  t h e  h o u se  of  t h e  V i c e - P re s id e n t ,  w h e r e  
t h e  m e e t in g s  of  t h e  B r a n c h  a r e  h e ld ,  a n d  g a v e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
t o , t h e  b r o th e r s .  H i s  p r i v a t e  S e c r e t a r y  p r a c t i c a l l y  ex p la in e d  
m e s m e r i s m  b y  c u r i n g  one  of t h e  b r o t h e r s  o f  a  p a in  in  h i s  c h e s t .

L a t e r  in  t h e  d a y  o u r  v i s i to r s  le f t  i n  p a l a n q u in s  for  N a l to r e ,  
w h e n c e  t h e y  t r a v e l l e d  by  ra i l ’ t o  v i s i t  t h e  C a lc u t t a  B ran ch .

S r k e s h  C h u n d e r  R ay ,
Secretary . '

* B e a u l e a h ,  2 9 th  J u n e  1885.

B E H A R .
W e . h e a r  f ro m  B a n k ip o r e  t h a t  t h i s  B r a n c h  h a s  r a i s e d  a  s u m  

o l  R s .  3 5 0  fo r  a  l i b r a r y  f u n d . .

B E R A M P O R E .
J u s t  a s  w e  a r e  g o in g  to  p r e s s  w e  h a v e  rece iv ed  p a r t i c u l a r s  of  

a  specia l  m e e t i n g  of  t h i s  B r a n c h  c o n v e n e d  on  t h e  d e a th  of  B a b u  
NQbiQ K ,  B a n n e r j e e  J[th e  f o u n d e r  o f  th e  B r a n c h i a l  w hich  r e s o l u 
t i o n s  o f  c o n d o l in c e  w e re  n o te d  *to t h e  f am ily  of  o u r  d e c e a s e ^  
B r o t h e r .  C olone l  O lc o t t  w a s  p r e s e n t  a n d  p a id  a n  e lo q u e n t  t r i 
b u t e  t o  t h e  m e m o r y  of  h i s  f r i e n d ,  to  w h o m  h e  wag ve ry  d e e p ly  
attached*

T H E  K A S I  T A T W A ,  SABPLA T H E O S O P H I C A L  S O C I E T Y  
(Established a t B enares , N • TT. P . ,  1885.)

R U L E S  A N D  B Y E - L A W S .
I .  T h e  b r a n c h  of  t h e  T h e o so p b io a l  S o c ie ty  e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  

B e n a re s  w ijl  b e  c a l led  t h e  K a s i  T a t w a  S a b h a .  I t  i s  f o u u d e d  
w i th  a  v ie w —

(a) T o  c u l t i v a t e  a n d  i n c u lc a t e  f e e l in g s  of  p u r e  love  a n d  
u n iv e r s a l  b ro th e rh o o d .

(b) T o  effec t  t h e  m o ra l  r e g e n e r a t io n  a n d  a w a k e n  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  
i b s t m c t s  of  o u r  fe l low -m en.

(c) T o  e n c o u r a g e  t b e  c u l t u r e  a n d  d i s s e m in a t io n  of S a n s k r i t  
a n d  o t h e r  A r y a n  l i t e r a tu r e  a n d  sc iences .

I I .  T h e  Soc ie ty  sha l l  o b se rv e  c o m p le t e  s e c t a r i a n  n e u t r a l i t y  
a h d  s t r i c t l y  a b s t a in  f ro m  al l  po l i t ica l  d isc uss ions .

4 H I .  T h e  b u s in e s s  of  t h e  S o c ie ty  wil l  be  c o n d u c te d  b y  t h e  
fo l lo w in g  o ff ice-bearers  e le c te d  a n n u a l ly  f ro m  a m o n g  i t s  m e m b e r s  
v iz.,  P re s id e n t ,  V ic e - P re s id e n t ,  S e c r e t a r y ,  A s s i s t a n t - S e c r e t a r y  
T r e a s u r e r  a n d  L ib r a r i a n .

I V .  A  g e n e ra l  m e e t in g  of  t h e  S o c ie ty  sh a l l  b e  h e ld  a t  l e a s t  o nce  a  
m o n th ,  a n d ,  a s  f a r  a s  poss ib le ,  on  t h e  l a s t  S a t u r d a y  o f  each  m o u th .

V .  A l l  q u e s t io n s  Will be  d e c id e d  b y  a  m a j o r i t y  o f  v o te s ,  a n d  
in  c ase  of  an  eq u a l  d iv is io n  of  o p in io n  a m o n g  t h e  m e m b e r s ,  t h e  
C h a i r m a n  will  h a v e  t h e  c a s t in g -v o te .

V I .  A  M a n a g in g  C o m m i t t e e  co m p o s e d  of  t h e  P r e s i d e n t ,  t h e  
S e c r e ta r y  a n d  t h r e e  m e m b e r s  will  t r a n s a c t  t h e  o r d in a ry  b u s in e s s  
of  t h e  S o c ie ty  a n d  m e e t  a s  o f ten  a s  n e c e s s a ry  fo r  t h e  p u rp o se .

V I I .  T w o - th i r d s  of t h e  m e m b e r s  will  f o rm  a  q u o r u m  a t  a .gene-  
rtil m e e t in g ,  a n d  t h r e e  a t  a m e e t i n g  of  t h e  M a n a g i n g  C o m m i t t e e .

1 V I I I .  I n  t h e  a b s e n c e  of  a n y  of  t h e  officers, t h e  m e m b e r s  w il l  
s u p p l y  t h e i r  p la c e  o n t  of th e m s e lv e s  f o r  t h e  occas ion .

I X .  T h e  p r o c e e d in g s  of a l l  t h e  m e e t i n g s  will be r e c o rd e d  andi 
k e p t  u n d e r  t h e  c u s t o d y  of  t h e  S e c r e t a r y ,  a n d  t h e  f i rs t  b u s in e s s  
of ea c h  m e e t i n g  wil l  b e  t h e  r e c a p i tu l a t i o n  a n d  c o n f i rm a t io n  o f  
t h e  m i n u t e s  of  t h e  l a s t  m e e t in g .

X .  T h e  S e c r e t a r y  wil l  c o n v e n e  a  spec ia l  g e n e r a l  m e e t i n g  
w h e n  r e q u e s t e d  t o  d o  so e i t h e r  by  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  o r  a n y  f o u r  
m e m b e r s .  *

X I .  A n y  b e h a v i o u r  on  t h e  p a r t  o f  a n y  m e m b e r  c a lc u l a t e d  
to  t h r o w  d i s c re d i t  o n  t h e  Socie ty ,  o r  to  b e  d e t r i m e n ta l  t o  i t s  
d i g n i t y  a n d  p re ju d ic ia l  to  i t s  i n t e r e s t s ,  w il l  be  r e p r i m a n d e d  a t  
f i r s t  b y  a  g e n e ra l  counc i l  o f  t h e  b r a n c h ,  a n d  if  s t i l l  p e r s i s t e d  in, bo  
b r o u g h t  b e fo re  t h e  P a r e n t  S oc ie ty ,  w h o s e  dec is ion  s h a l l  b e  f inal.

X I I .  T h e  Soc ie ty  will h a v e  a  l i b r a ry  a n d  a  r e a d i n g  ro o m ' 
a t t a c h e d  to  i t s e l f ,  a n d  will  g r a t e fu l ly  a c c e p t  a n d  a c k n o w le d g e  
t h r o u g h  t h e  Theosophist all d o n a t io n s  f rom  f r i e n d s  a n d  s y m p a 
th i z e r s ,  w h ich  m ay  h e lp  to  fo rm  th e  a b o v e  a u d  to  c a r r y  o u t  o t h e r  
b e n e v o le n t  o b jec ts .

X I I I .  E a c h  m e m b e r  wil l  p a y  a  m o n t h l y  s u b s c r ip t io n  
in  a d v a n c e  of n o t  less  t h a n  e i g h t  a n n a s  to  d e f ra y  t h e  o r d i n a r y  
e x p e n s e s  of  t h e  So c ie ty ,  u n le s s  t h e  M a n a g in g  C o m m i t t e e  
r e d u c e s  o r  w ho l ly  ex c u s e s  s n c h  p a y m e n t  in  p a r t i c u l a r  in s t a n c e s .  
. X I V .  T h e  S e c re ta ry  a n d  P re s id e n t  will e a c h  h a v e  a u t h o r i t y  

t o  sp e n d  R s .  3 a n d  5 re s p e c t iv e ly  in  e m e r g e n t  cases.  T h e : M a n a 
g i n g  C o m m i t t e e  wil l  h a v e  p o w e r  to  sa n c t io n  e x p e n d i tu r e  tip to  
R s .  10 in  each  case. N o  e x p e n d i t u r e  a b o v e  Rs. 10  w il l  b e  i n c u r r e d  
w i t h o u t  t h e  'previous s a n c t io n  of  t h e  g e n e r a l  m e e t in g .

X V .  I t  will  he th e  d u t y  of t h e  T r e a s u r e r  to  rece ive ,  a c k n o w 
led g e ,  k e e p  a c c o u n ts  a u d  p r e p a r e  a  m o n th ly  s t a t e m e n t  of  a l l  
s u m s  of  m o n e y  p a id  t o  a n d  b y  h im ,  a n d  p la c e  t h e  la s t ,  d u l y  
c o u n te r s ig n e d  b y  t h e  S e c re ta ry ,  b e fo re  t h e  g e n e ra l  m e e t in g .

X V I .  F o r  s u m s  sa n c t io n e d  b y  t h e  M a n a g in g  C o m m i t t e e  o r  a  
g e n e r a l  m e e t in g ,  t h e  o r d e r  sh o u ld  b e a r  t h e  s ig n a tu r e s  of  t h e  C h a i r 
m a n  a n d  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  b o d y  s a n c t io n in g  t h e  c h a r g e  ; a n d  
fo r  s u m s  d i s b u r s e d  on  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  th e  P r e s i d e n t  o r  S e c r e t a r y ,  
a n  o r d e r  s i g n e d  b y  t h a t  officer  a lo n e  wil l  be  c o n s id e re d  a  su f f ic ien t  
v o u c h e r  f o r  t h e  T r e a s u r e r  t o  m a k e  t h e  p a y m e n t .

X V I I .  A d m is s io n  t o  m e m b e r s h i p  of  th i s  b r a n c h  w il l  fo l low
t h e  r u l e s  of t h e  P a r e n t  So c ie ty ,  w h ic h  r u l e s  sh a l l  be s t r i c t l y  b in d i u g  
on a l l  m e m b e r s  ; a n d  a n y  a d d i t i o n s  o r  a l t e r a t i o n s  t o  t h e  a b o v e  
r u l e s  s h a l l  r e q u i r e  f o r  t h e i r  v a l id i ty  t h e  sa n c t io n  of  a  specia l  
g e n e r a l  m e e t i n g  a n d  t h e  a p p r o v a l  o f  t h e  P r e s i d e n t - F o u n d e r  in  
C o u n c i l .  D .  W .  S a libb ,

P residen t, K a s i T a tw a  S abha
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O B ITU A R Y .
A la r g e  n u m b e r  of o u r  r e a d e r s  w il l  l e a r n  w i th  r e g r e t  t h a t  

o u r  B r o t h e r  B a b u  N o b i n  K r i s h n a  B a n n e r j e e  h a s  p a s s e d  a w a y  
from  th i s  e a r t h l y  l ife .  I n  h is  p u b l i c  ca p a c i ty  a s  D e p u t y  
M a g i s t r a t e  h e  w a s  u n i v e r s a l l y  r e s p e c t e d  a s  an  a b le  officer a o d  
a m o s t  i n t e l l i g e n t  a n d  h o n e s t  m a n ,  w h i l e  h is  f r i e n d s  wil l  b e a r  
w i tn e s s  t o  h i s  g o o d  d e e d s ,  h i s  e m i n e n t  q u a l i t i e s  a n d  h i g h  
c h a r a c t e r .  H i s  d e a t h  is a  g r e a t  Iobs t o  t h e  T h e o so p h ic a l  
S o c ie ty ,  o f  w h ic h  h e  w a s  o n e  of  t h e  m o s t  a c t iv e  m e m b e r s ,  
a n d  will  le a v e  a  s a d  b l a n k  in  t b e  h e a r t s  of  the* m a n y  t o  w h o m  
he  w a s  u n i t e d  i n  t h e  b o n d s  of  t h e  d e e p e s t  a ffec tion .
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