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THERE 13 NO RELIGION HIGHER THAN TRUTH.

[ F  am motto o f  the M ahara jahs  of Jlenares.]

S P E C I A L  N O T I C E  T O  C O R R E S P O N D E N T S .

Adverting to articles and correspondence 
destined for the pages of the T h e o s o p h i s t ,  we 
would call the attention of intending contri
butors to the following instructions :—

(I.~\ No anoni/mous documents will be accepted fo r  insertion, even 
l/u>uyh they m ay be signed “ a Theosophist.’

( I f . )  A n y  contributor nol desiring his nam e to be m ade public  t 
should give the necessary in tim a tio n  to the E d ito r when fo rw a rd in g  

his contribution.
(Ill-) Contributors are requested to fo rw a rd  their articles in  the 

e a r l y  p a rt o f  the month, so as to allow the E d ito r  p len ty  o f t im e fo r  
correction a n d  disposal in  the pages o f  the T j i e o s o p i i i s t .

( IV. )  A ll  correspondence to be on one side o f  the pa p er only, 
leaving clear spaces bet ween lines a n d  with a  w tde m argin.

The E ditors d iscla im  responsib ility  fo r  opinions expressed by con
tributors in their articles, w ith  some o f which they agree, w ith  others 
not. Great la titude  is allowed to correspondents, a n d  they alone are 
accountable for what they w rite. The jo u rn a l is offered as a  vehicle 
for the wide dissem ination o f  facts a n d  opinions connected w ith the 
A sia tic  religions, philosophies a n d  sciences, A ll  who have a n y th in g  
worth telling  are made welcome, a n d  not in terfered  w ith. Rejected  
M SS. are not returned. .

R E M O V A L  OF H E A D Q U A R T E R S .

T l i e  g r o w t h  o f  t h o  T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y  a u c l  n o w  

g e o g r a p h i c a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  i t s  w o r k  c o m p e l  t h e  r e m o v a l  

o f  t h e  A s i a t i c  H e a d q u a r t e r s  t o  a  p o i n t  o n  t h e  E a s t  c o a s t  o f  

I n d i a .  W h e n  t h e  F o u n d e r s  v i s i t e d ,  f o r  t h e  l i r s t  t i m e ,  B e n g a l  

a n d  M a d r a s ,  t h i s  y e a r ,  a f t e r  n e a r l y  f o u r  y e a r s ’ r e s i d e n c e  a t  

B o m b a y ,  a  v i e w  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  a n d  c l o s e  a c q u a i n t a n c e  

w i t h  t h e  p e o p l e  s h o w e d  t h e m  t h e  e x p e d i e n c y  o f  a n  

i m m e d i a t e  t r a n s f e r  o f  t h e  H e a d q u a r t e r s .  A c c o r d i n g l y  

a f t e r  c o m p l e t i n g  t h e  t o u r  o f  t h o s e  t w o  P r e s i d e n c i e s  i n  J u n e  

l a s t ,  t h e y  a r r a n g e d  t o  t a k e  u p  a  r e s i d e n c e  a t  M a d r a s .  

T h i t h e r  t h e  H e a d q u a r t e r s  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  w i l l  b e  r e 

m o v e d  i n  t h e  l a s t  d a y s  o f  D e c e m b e r ,  a n d  t h e  J a n u a r y  

n u m b e r  o f  t h e  T h e o s o p h i s t  ( w h i c h  w i l l  b e  b r o u g h t  o u t  

b e f o r e  t h e  1s t  p r o x i m o )  w i l l  b e  t h e  l a s t  i s s u e d  a t  

B o m b a y ,  i f  s a t i s f a c t o r y  a r r a n g e m e n t s  c a n  b e  m a d e  a t  

1

M a d r a s  : o t h e r w i s e  i t  w i l l  b e  s t i l l  p u b l i s h e d  a t  B o m b a y  

B u t  t h i s  d o e s  n o t  c o n c e r n  o u r  s u b s c r i b e r s ,  w h o s e  c o p i e s  

w i l l  b e  s e n t  p u n c t u a l l y ,  a s  h i t h e r t o .  All correspondence 
and postal matter, intended to reach us or any officer or 
other person attached to the Headquarters staff, after 
January 1, should be addressed to “ Adyar, Madras’’ 
instead of Breach Candy, Bombay.

I f  o u r  f o r e i g n  m e m b e r s  w i l l  c o n s u l t  t h e  m a p  o f  I n d i a  

a n d  c o m p a r e  i t  w i t h  a  l i s t  o f  o u r  A s i a t i c  B r a n d i e s ,  t b e y  

w i l l  f i n d  t h a t  t o  t h e  W e s t  o f  t h e  7 7 t h  d e g r e e  o f  l o n g i t u d e  

E .  o f  G r e e n w i c h — w h i c h  p a s s e s  t h r o u g h  a l m o s t  t h e  

c e n t r e  o f  t h e  I n d i a n  P e n i n s u l a — w e  h a v e  b u t  t e n  A s i a t i c  

b r a n c h  s o c i e t i e s ,  v i z . ,  T r i c h u r  ( M a l a b a r  C o a s t ) ,  B o m b a y ,  

B a r o d a ,  B h a v n a g a r ,  P o o n a ,  J e y p o r e ,  L a h o r e ,  R a w a l  P i n d i ,  

a n d  S i m l a  ( t w o )  ; t o  t l i e  E a s t  o f  t h e  l i n e  w e  h a v e  t w e n t y -  

s e v e n , *  v i z . ,  C e y l o n  ( e i g h t ) ,  J a v a ,  T i n n e v e l l y ,  M a d r a s ,  

N e l l o r e ,  G u n t u r ,  C a l c u t t a  ( t w o ) ,  B e r h a m p o r e ,  K i s h n a g h n r ,  

D a r j e e l i n g ,  B l i a g a l p u r ,  J a i n a l p u r ,  M n d d e h p o o r a l i ,  A l l a h a 

b a d ,  B a r e i l l y ,  C a w n p o r e ,  L u c k n o w  ( t w o ) ,  a u d  M e e r u t .  

B e s i d e s  t h e s e ,  o t h e r s  a r e  f o r m i n g  i n  E a s t e r n  I n d i a ,  

a n d ,  i n  t i m e ,  o u r  o p e r a t i o n s  w i l l  e x t e n d  t o  o t h e r  

c o u n t r i e s  t o  t h e  E a s t w a r d .  I t  i s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  m o r e  

c o n v e n i e n t  a n d  e c o n o m i c a l  t o  b e  a t  M a d r a s  t h a n  a t  

B o m b a y ,  b o t h  a s  r e g a r d s  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  w o r k  o f t l i e  S o c i e t y  

a n d  t h e  p r a c t i c a l  b u s i n e s s  o f  p u b l i s h i n g  t h i s  m a g a z i n e .  A l l  

p e r s o n s ,  w h e t h e r  a m i c a b l y  d i s p o s e d  t o  o u r  w o r k  o r  n o t ,  w i l l  

c o n c e d e  t h a t  a  h a p p i e r  m o m e n t  c o u l d  n o t  h a v e  b e e n  c h o s e n  

f o r  t h e  r e m o v a l  o f  t h e  H e a d q u a r t e r s  f r o m  B o m b a y .  T h o  

s t r o n g  o p p o s i t i o n  a l w a y s  i n s e p a r a b l e  f r o m  s u c h  u n d e r t a k 

i n g s  a s  t h i s  o f  o u r s  a n d  w h i c h  w e  h a d  o f  c o u r s e  t oO
e n c o u n t e r ,  h a s  n o t  s i m p l y  s u b s i d e d  o f  i t s e l f ,  b u t  b e e n  

s u c c e s s f u l l y  v a n q u i s h e d  a n d  v i r t u a l l y  c r u s h e d .  E v e n  t h o  

i n g e n u i t y  o f  u n p r i n c i p l e d  e n e m i e s  a n d  s l a n d e r e r s  c a n  n o  

m o r e  a v a i l .  W e  h a v e  o u t l i v e d  a l l  t h a t ,  a n d  t l i e  n u m b e r  o f  

o u r  s y m p a t h i s e r s  h a s  b e e n  s t e a d i l y  i n c r e a s i n g  s i n c e  o u r  

a r r i v a l  i n  F e b r u a r y ,  1 8 7 9 .  W i t h  s o m e  o f  o u r  e a r l i e 1' 

f r i e n d s  w h o  h a v e  s t o o d  t r u e  t o  t h e  C a u s e  t h r o u g h  a l l  i t s  

v i c i s s i t u d e s ,  w e  a r e  v e r y  s o r r y  t o  p a r t ,  e v e n  t h o u g h  

i t  b e  b u t  t h e  b r e a k i n g  u p  o f  n e i g h b o u r s h i p  ; b u t ,  e v e r y  

y e a r ,  w e  s h a l l  v i s i t  B o m b a y  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  o u r  a n n u a l  

t o u r ,  a s  w e l l  a s  o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  I n d i a .  A u d  a s  r e g a r d s  t h e  

i n t e r c o u r s e  b e t w e e n  t h e  s e v e r a l  B r a n c h e s  a n d  t h e  F o u n d e r s ,  

i t  w i l l  m a k e  n o  d i t l e r e n c e  w h e t h e r  o u r  o f f i c i a l  r e s i d e n c e  

b e  a t  o n e  s i d e  o r  t h e  o t h e r  o f  t h e  G .  I .  P .  I t  i s  a  s a t i s 

f a c t i o n  l o r  u s  t h a t  w c  a r e  c a r r y i n g  t o  o u r  n e w  h o m e  t h e  

g o o d  w i s h e s  o t ' s o  c o n s i d e r a b l e  a  b o d y  o f  B o m b a y  f r i e n d s -  

B u t ,  a s  t h e  p r o v e r b  s a y s ,  “ N o t h i n g  s u c c e e d s  l i k e  s u c c e s s  1”

• Uy to November 15.



“ 'T w ere  all  a.s good to  case one b e a s t  of  gr ief ,
A.s s i t  a u d  w a tch  th e  so r row s of th e  world,
I u  y o n d e r  caverns  w i th  tlic p r ie s ts  w ho  p ray .

“ U n to  th e  d u m b  l ips of liis flock h e  l e n t
S ad  p le a d in g  words,  show in g  how  m a n ,  w h o  p r a y s
F o r  m ercy  to  th e  gods ,  is merciless ,
Be ing as gods  to those

| Arnold 's  L ig h t o f A s ia ]

A  c e r t a i n  F e l l o w  a n d  C o u n c i l l o r  o f  o u r  S o c i c t y  a n d  
m e m b e r  ol' t h e  B o m b a y  B r a n c h  i s  e n g a g e d  i n  a  n o b l e  
w o r k ,  w h i c h  r e f l e c t s  h o n o u r  u p o n  u s  a l l .  M r .  K a v a s j i  
M .  S h r o f f ,  a  P a r s i  g e n t l e m a n  a m o n g  t h e  m o s t  p u b l i c -  
s p i r i t e d  a n d  i n t e l l i g e n t  o f h i s  i n d e f a t i g a b l e  r a c e ,  i s  k n o w n  
i n  E n g l a n d  a s  a  c o l l e a g u e  a n d  f r i e n d  o f  t h e  l a t e  
p h i l a n t h r o p i c  M i s s  M a r y  C a r p e n t e r ,  a n d  i n  A m e r i c a  a s  a  
l e c t u r e r  u p o n  F i r e  W o r s h i p .  A t  B o m b a y  h i s  n a m e  h a s  
b e e n  l o n g  i d e n t i f i e d  w i t h  m o v e m e n t s  o f  p u b l i c  i m p o r t 
a n c e ,  a m o n g  t h e m  t h a t  o f  P r e v e n t i o n  o f  C r u e l t y  t o  
A n i m a l s ,  o f  t h o  lo ca l .  S o c i c t y  d e v o t e d  t o  w h i c h  w o r k  h e  i s  
S e c r e t a r y .  T h e r e  h a v e  l o n g  b e e n  s u c h  p r a i s e w o r t h y  
b o d i e s  i n  K u r o p c  a n d  A m e r i c a ,  b u t ,  c u r i o u s l y  e n o u g h ,  o u r  
P a r s i  c o l l e a g u e  h a s  d e v i s e d  a  n e w  f e a t u r e  i n  t h e i r  
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  n o v f c r  y e t  t h o u g h t  o f  b y  t h e  m o r o  
e x p e r i e n c e d  W e s t e r n  p h i l a n t h r o p i s t s ,  a n d  w h i c h  v a s t l y  

e n l a r g e s  t h e  s c o p e  o f  t h e i r  u s e f u l n e s s .  T h e  B o m b a y  d a i l y  
p a p e r s  h a v e  n o t i c e d  I h o  s c h e m e  a p p r o v i n g l y ,  a n d  f r o m  t h e  
Gazelle o f . J u l y  2 2 ,  a n d  Times of India o f  N o v e m b e r  0 ,  

w e  c o p y  in  f u l l  t .he  e x t r a c t s  w h i c h  f o l l o w ,  i n  t h e  h o p e  t h a t  
t h e y  m a y  i n c i t e  h u m a n i t a r i a n s  e l s e w h e r e  t o  i m i t a t o  t h i s  

m o s t  l a u d a b l e  e x a m p l e  :—
“  W e  a re  g lad  to h e a r  t h a t  th e r e  is good  p ro s p e c t  of a  h o sp i ta l  

f o r  a n im a l s  being  e s ta b l is h e d  in B o m b a y  a t  a u  e a r ly  da te .  T h e  
Society  for  th e  P re v e n t io n  of C r u e l ty  to  A n im a l s  h a s  b een  in e x i s t 
ence in  t h i s  c i ty  for  th e  Inst seven years ,  a n d  has  u n d o u b te d ly  
d one  m u c h  good work .  P u t  th e  p r e v e n t iv e  s y s t e m  a t  p r e s e n t  
fo l low ed, Mi '. 'ShroU' has  d isc ove red  f rom  h is  ex p e r ie n c e  a s  S ec re 
t a r y  of the  Society, is n o t  w i th o u t  d ra w b a c k s .  A s  w orked  a t  p re s e n t ,  
t h e  m e th o d  is briefly  th is .  T h r e e  o r  fo u r  inspec tors ,  o r  a g en ts ,  
em ployed  liy th e  Society, go a b o u t  iu llie to w n  f rom  7 to  10 a .m . ,  
a n d  w h e n e v e r  they' see an y  an im a l ,  ho rse  o r  bu l lock ,  t h a t  is un f i t  for 
work, th e y  h a n d  ov e r  tb e  d r i v e r  of the  a n im a l  to  th e  n e a r e s t  po l ice
m a n ,  w ho  t a k e s  t h e  ofl'ender a u d  tb e  a n im a l  to e i t h e r  of tb e  tw o  
P re s id e n c y  M a g is t r a te s ’ C our ts .  T h e  a n im a ls  t h u s  g a th e r e d  t o 
n-other a re  m ade  to s t a n d  in a  ro w  for  th e  in sp e c t io n  of t h e  m a g i s 
t r a t e  as  lie. e n te r s  th e  C o u r t ,  f i n e s  v a ry in g  f rom  tw o  to te n  R upees ,  
acco rd ing  to  th e  in te n s i t y  of th e  c ru e l ty ,  a rc  inflicted, on  th e  p a y 
m e n t  of w h ich  tb e  o w n e rs  aro  a l low ed  to  t a k e  a w ay  t h e i r  a n im a ls .  
I n  m o s t  cases th e  c a r tm e n  a re  poor  people who, w i th  t h e i r  fam ilies ,  
su b s i s t  0 1 1  w h a t  tb e y  e a rn  b y  p ly in g  th e i r  vehicles . S u p p o s e  a  
c a r t tn n n  is lined  because  liis p a i r  of bu llocks is un f i t  for work .  T h e  
p a y m e n t  of th e  fine sivoeps aw a  v his w ages fo r  a  coup le  o f  days ,  a n d  
if he  re fra in s  f rom  p u t t i n g  his oxen to  b is  c a r t  u n t i l  su c h  t im e  
a.s tb e  necessa ry  re l ief  is o b ta in e d ,  t h e r e  is s t a r v a t i o n  s t a r in g  
h im se lf ,  h is  f a m i ly  a n d  h is  bu l locks  iu  tb e  face. H e  conse
q u e n t l y  is u n m in d fu l  of  th e  sufferings of h is  d u m b  com pan ions ,  a n d  
a f te r  p a y in g  th e  line, [nits th e m  to w o rk  a g a in  a t  once for th e  
purpo .su 'o f  ga in in g  his l ivelihood. T h e  c .art inan  once  f ined, fal ls  
iu to  th e  c lu tches  o f  th e  sam e, or  o th e r ,  a g e n t  o v e r  a n d  o v e r  ag a in .  
I n s ta n c e s  b a v e  b een  g leaned  f ro m  the  d ia r ie s  of th e  a g e n t s  sh o w in g  
t h a t  th e  sam e c a r t m a n  h a s  b een  fined th r e e  o r  f o u r  t im e s  for  th e  
sa m e  a n im a ls  b e a r in g  th e  sa m e  m a r k s  of  c ru e l ty .  A  c a r t m a n  ca n n o t  
t a k e  liis a n im a l  w h e n  w a n t in g  c u ra t iv e  t r e a t m e n t  to  a n y  of th e  
E u ro p e a n  o r  n a t iv e  v e t e r in a ry  e s t a b l i s h m e n ts  in th e  city , as  th e  
v e ry  h eavy  adm iss io n  fee fo rb ids  it. T h is  s t a te  of  affa irs  p u t s  th e  
poor  peoplo iu  a sad  p l igh t .  P ro p e r ly  sp e ak in g ,  th e  a c t io n  of th e  
Socie ty ,  w i th o u t  a f fo rd in g  th e  necessa ry  m e a n s  of a l l e v ia t in g  th e  
p a in s  a n d  c ru e l t i e s  inflic ted on th e  a n im a ls ,  becom es a  p ow erfu l  
i n s t r u m e n t  fo r  inf l ic t ing  m isery  on poor, half-chul.  h a l f - s t a rv in g  
c rea tu re s .  M r. Shro f f  sugge s ts  t h a t  m e a s u re s  s h o u ld  b e  t a k e n  to  
c h a n g e  th e  p la n  of  work, by e s ta b l i s h in g  u n d e r  t h e  a u s p ices  o f  th e  
S oc ie ty  a  largo hosp i ta l  to  w hich  o w n e rs  o f  d i se ased  ca t t le ,  i n s te a d  
of b e in g  su b je c te d  to fines, m a y  be p e r su a d e d  to  t a k e  t l i e i r  a n im a l s  
fo r  c u r a t iv e  t r e a t m e n t .  E ffo r ts  h avo  been  m a d e  to  ra ise  th e  
necessa ry  fu n d s  b y  pub l ic  su b s c r ip t io n .  A t  a u  in f lue n tia l  
m e e t in g  of g r a in  a n d  seed  m e rc h a n t s  held  a t  t h e  M a u d v i -b u n d e r  
in  A p r i l  last., r e so lu t io n s  were u n a n im o u s ly  car r ied  to  t h e  effect 
t h a t  each  n a t iv e  m e r c h a n t  d ea l ing  in g ra in  a n d  seeds s h o u ld  co n 
t r ib u t e  to t h e  f u n d s  of t h e  S oc ie ty  two a n n a s  fo r  e v e ry  100 bags  
im p o r te d  by  h im  in to  B o m b a y .  A  n u m b e r  o f  m u e c a d u m s  c o n n e c t 
ed w ith  t h e  local  f irms h ave  a lso  ag reed  lo a u th o r i s e  t h e  Soc ie ty  to 
collect one a n n a  on e v e ry  UH) bags of g r a in  a n d  seeds  ex p o r ted .  
I n  p u rsu a n c e  of th is  a r r a n g e m e n t ,  a n  ollice was open ed  on th e  
1st of  May last a t  W a r e e -b u n d c r ,  for th e  co l lec t ion  of t h e  fees. A l l  
t h e  m e r c h a n t s ’ m en ,  w h e n  th e y  go to  th e  U. I .  1’, R a i lw a y  goods-

sh e d  in  t h e  n e ig h b o u rh o o d  to  c lear  t l ie i r  m a s te r s ’ goods, s t e p  lip to  
th e  S o c ie ty ’s office d a i ly  a n d  p a y  th e  fees due .  T h e  m e rc h a n t s  an d  
m u c c a d m n s  h a v e  a u th o r i s e d  t h e  Society to  devo te  th o  a m o u n t  t h u s  
co llected to  t h e  m a in t e n a n c e  of th e  p roposed  H o s p i ta l  for A n im a ls ;  to 
engag ing  a  suff icient  n u m b e r  of a g e n t s  to  s u p p re s s  all  so r ts  of 
c rue l t ie s  ; to  p r o v id in g  w a te r - t r o u g h s  in t h e  c i ty  w h ere  t h e y  m a y  
be  n e e d e d  ; a n d  Lo e s ta b l is h in g  b r a n c h e s  of th e  Socie ty  in such 
to w n s  in  t h e  P re s id e n c y  a s  t h e  C o m m it te e  of t h e  Society  m a y  
d e e m  p ro p e r .  T h is  is a sa t is fac to ry  b eg in n in g  ; b u t  t h e  r e v en u e  
d e r iv a b le  f rom  th is  so u rc e  is n o t  considered  sufficient to  enab le  
tl ie  Soc ie ty  to  carry' o u t  all  t h e  p roposed  m e a s u re s  ; a n d  we a re  
to ld  t h a t  th e  local G o v e r n m e n t  h a s  sp o n ta n eo u s ly  offered to  co
o p e ra te  w i th  t h e  Socie ty  in  t h i s  ins tance ,  by offering to  es tab l is h  a 
v e t e r in a ry  college in  c o n n ec t io n  w i th  t h e  p roposed h o sp i ta l  fo r  t h e  
p u rp o se  o f  t r a in in g  a  n u m b e r  of  y o u n g  m e n  in v e te r in a ry  sc ience. 
A  P a r s e e  g e n t le m a n ,  w e  a re  f u r t h e r  in form ed , has  offered to c o n t r i 
b u te  a  la rge  su m  fo r  t h e  purchase , of  th e  g ro u n d  a n d  t h e  e re c t io n  
of  t h e  n e c e s sa ry  b u i ld in g s  fo r  t h e  h o s p i ta l .”— [Bombay Gazette.]

“  A n  in f lu e n t ia l  m e e t in g  of n a t i v e  c o t to n  m e r c h a n t s  ■was h e ld  
y e s te rd a y  a f te rn o o n  a t  P e t i t  H o u s e  in  th e  F o r t ,  for t h e  cons ide ra t ion  
a n d  a d o p t io n  of  m e a s u re s  for  t l ie  f u r th e r a n c e  of t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  
of  a  h o sp i ta l  fo r  t h e  m e d ic a l  t r e a t m e n t  of  t e m p o ra r i ly  d isab led  
a n im a ls .  The, h o sp i ta l  is  to be loca ted  som ew here  n e a r  C hinel i -  
poogly, w h e re  is s i t u a t e d  a  v a lu a b le  parcel  of land  w h ich  h a s  b een  
p re s e n te d  by  a  m u n i f ic e n t  P arsee  m il low ner  of  t h i s  c i ty ,  M r.  
D in sh a w  M a n o c k je e  P e t i t ,  for  t h e  p u rp o se s  of t h e  h o sp i ta l .  I n  
a d d i t io n  to  th i s ,  th e  s a m e  g e n t le m a n  has  p ro m ised  th e  Soc ie ty  for 
t h e  P r e v e n t io n  of C r u e l ty  to A n im a ls ,  by' w h o m  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  will  
be  w orked ,  f u n d s  to  e r c c t  s u i ta b le  h o sp i ta l  a c co m m o d a t io n  on th e  
above  p iece  of g r o u n d .  M r .  D in sh a w  M anockjee  P e t i t ,  who w as 
u n a n im o u s ly  v o te d  to  t h e  cha ir ,  su g g e s te d  th e  levy  o f  a p o u n d  of  
c o t to n  p e r  e ach  c a n d y  sold as  a  m e a n s  of p ro v id in g  f u n d s  fo r  t h e  
m a in t e n a n c e  of th e  h o sp i t a l .  M r ,  K . M. Shroff, h o n o ra ry  s e c r e ta ry  
to  t h e  S. P .  C. A . , '  a p p e a le d  to  t h e  s y m p a th y  of t h e  a s s e m b le d  
g e n t le m e n ,  a u d  a d d u c e d  a  n u m b e r  o f  fac ts  a n d  a r g u m e n t s  to  p rove  
t h a t  such  a n  i n s t i t u t i o n  w a s  a  long -fe l t  d e s id e ra tu m  in  a la rge  c i ty  
l ike  B o m b ay .  M r .  S h r o f f s  r e m a r k s  w ere  rece ived b y  th e  m e e t in g  
w i th  g r e a t  a p p ro v a l ,  s e v e ra l  of  t h e  m e m b e r s  e n d o r s in g  a n d  
s u p p o r t i n g  th e m  s u b s e q u e n t ly .  I t  was th e n  u n a n im o u s ly  reso lved ,  
a f t e r  a  b r ie f  c o n s u l ta t io n ,  t h a t  f u r t h e r  c ons ide ra t ion  of t h e  q u o s t io n  
be  a d jo u rn e d  u n t i l  S u n d a y ,  t h e  26 th  in s ta n t ,  to  en a b le  th e  c o t to n  
m e rc h a n ts ,  som e of whom  w e re  u n a v o id a b ly  a b se n t ,  to  ag ree  to tho  
t e r m s  p roposed .  In  th e  m e a n t im e ,  M r.  Shrof f  was r e q u e s te d  to  
p r i n t  a n d  c i rc u la te  copies of t h e  d r a f t  deed .  A  g e n e ra l  w i s h  w as  
e xp ressed  t h a t  m o re  H i n d u  m e m b e r s  m ig h t  be i n t ro d u c e d  on to  
t h e  m a n a g in g  c o m m it te e  o f  t h e  S. P. 0 .  A. t h a n  has  h i t h e r t o  been  
t h e  case. M r .  S h ro f f  rep l ied  to  t h i s  co m p la in t  b y  s t a t i n g  t h a t  i t  
w as no  f a u l t  of  t h e  S oc ie ty  t h a t  m ore  H in d u  m e m b e r s  wero 
n o t  to  bo fo u n d  on th e  m a n a g in g  board  ; in fact, i t  w as  t h e  f a u l t  of 
th e  p a r t i e s  th e m se lv e s ,  who to o k  v e ry  l i t t le  in te r e s t  iu o t h e r  w ay s  
t h a n  b y  c o n t r i b u t i n g  h a n d s o m e ly  to th e  Socie ty’s incom e.  Mr. 
S h ro f f  took  t b i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  of eulogizing th e  e n e rg y  a n d  d eep  
i n t e r e s t  d i s p la y e d  in  th e  S o c ie ty ’s cause by such r e p re s e n ta t iv e  m e n  
as  th e  l i o n .  J u s t i c e  B a y le y ,  M r.  D inshaw  M a nock jee  P e t i t ,  M r .  
H e n r y  C leve land ,  S i r  F r a n k  S o u te r ,  &c. M r .  S h ro f f  r e m a rk e d  t h a t  
t h e  in fus ion  of a  s im i la r  a r d e n t  s p i r i t  by  h is  n a t iv e  b r e t h r e n  i n t o  
t h e  cause  of t h e  Soc ie ty  w ou ld  be h e a r t i ly  welcomed, n o t  o n ly  b y  
h im self ,  b u t  by h is  fellow w o rk e rs .  N osegays  a n d  ro s e w a te r  l iav iu  
b een  d i s t r i b u t e d ,  t h e  m e e t in g  s e p a ra te d  a f t e r  acco rd in g  t h e  u su a g  
vote  of t h a n k s  to  th e  C h a i r m a n .” — [Times o f  I n d ia ]

U n l e s s  w c  m i s t a k e ,  p o s t e r i t y  w i l l  o f f e r  a  m o r e  l a s t i n g !  
h o m a g e  t o  t l i e  n a m e s  o f  M r .  D i n s h a w  M a n o c k j e e ,  M r .  
S h r o f f ,  a n d  t h e i r  c o l l e a g u e s  t h a n  “ n o s e g a y s  a n d  r o s e -  
w a t e r . ” F o r  a  v e r y  g r e a t  b o d y  o f  p e o p l e  i n  t h e s e  A s i a t i c  
c o u n t r i e s  h a v e  i n  t h e i r  n a t u r e s  a n  i n b r e d  t e n d e r  c o m p a s s i o n  
f o r  t h e  b r u t e  c r e a t i o n ; a n d  l o n g  b e f o r e  t h e  L o n d o n
S .  P .  C .  A .  a r o s e ,  t h e r e  e x i s t e d  i n  a  H i n d u  q u a r t e r  o f  
B o m b a y ,  a  r e f u g e  f o r  a n i m a l s  c a l l e d  " P i n j r a p o l , ” w h e r e  
e v e n  t h e  f l e a s  a n d  b u g s  a r e  f e d  o n  t h e  b o d i e s  o f  l i v i n g  

m e n  w h o  h i r e  t h e m s e l v e s  o u t  f o r  t h i s  c u r i o u s  s e r v i c e  a t  
s o  m u c h  p e r  n i g h t ! I t  i s  a  c o m m o n  t h i n g  f o r  n H i n d u  
m e r c h a n t  o r  s p e c u l a t o r  t o  v o w  t h a t  i f  l i e  s u c c e e d s  i n  a  
c e r t a i n  v e n t u r e  h e  w i l l  b u y  s o  m a n y  c a t t l e ,  s h e e p  o r  o t h e r  

a n i m a l s  d o o m e d  t o  t h o  s h a m b l e s ,  a n d  s e n d  t h e m  t o  
P i n j r a p o l  t o  b e  k e p t  a t  f e e d  f o r  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e i r  n a t u r a l  
l i v e s .  B u t  t h o u g h  P i n j r a p o l  i s  r i c h l y  e n d o w e d ,  h a v i n g  a  
r e v e n u e  o f ,  w e  b e l i e v e ,  m o r e  t h a n  a  l a k h  o f  n q ^ e e s  a n n u a l l y ,  
i t s  i n t e r n a l  m a n a g e m e n t  l e a v e s  m u c h  t o  b e  d e s i r e d .  T h i s ,  
u n d e r  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n t  s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  M r .  S h r o f f ,  i s  m o s t  
l i k e l y  t o  b e  a v o i d e d  i n  t h e  p r o p o s e d  A n i m a l  H o s p i t a l ,  a n d  
a s  w e  r e m a r k e d  a b o v e ,  i t  i s  a  c a u s e  o f  h o n o u r a b l e  p r k l e  t o  
e v e r y  m e m b e r  o f  o u r  S o c i e t y  t h a t  s o  B u d d h a - l i k e  a  
p r a c t i c a l  c h a r i t y  s h o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  s e t  a f o o t  b y  o u r  P a r s i  
c o l l e a g u e  n n d  b r o t h e r .  W e  h o p e  t h e s e  l i n e s  m a y  c o m o  
u n d e r  t h e  e y e  o f  M r .  H e n r y  B e r g h ,  t h e  A m e r i c a n  
z o o p h i l e ,
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O w i n g  t o  a  v a r i e t y  o f  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  w e l l - k n o w n  t o  a l l  
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  s u b j e c t ,  t h e  p r e s e n t  i s  r e a l l y  a n d  t r u l y  a  
p r e g n a n t  p e r i o d ,  b i g  w i t h  t h e  f u t u r e  f a t e  o f  e d u c a t i o n  i n  
I n d i a .

T w e n t y - s i x  y e a r s  a g o ,  w h e n ,  i n  U p p e r  I n d i a ,  l i t t l e  
c o m p a r a t i v e l y  b a d  b e e n  d o n e  i n  t h e  w a y  o f  e d u c a t i o n  f o r  
t h e  m a s s e s ,  I  w a s  a b l e  t o  f o u n d  s e v e r a l  h u n d r e d  v i l l a g e  
s c h o o l s  ( s u c h  a s  l a t e r  h a v e  b e e n  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  e v e r y  
d i s t r i c t , )  a n d  t o  o p e n  a  H i g h  S c h o o l ,  w l i i c h  i n  t h o s e  d a y s  
a f f o r d e d  a  g o o d  s e c u l a r  m i d d l e - c l a s s  e d u c a t i o n  t o  b e t w e e n  
t h r e e  h u n d r e d  a n d  f o u r  h u n d r e d  b o y s  ; a n d  s t i l l ,  I  b e l i e v e ,  
b o l d s  i t s  o w n  f a i r l y  w i t h  s i m i l a r  i n s t i t u t i o n s  e s t a b l i s h e d  
l a t e r  b y  G o v e r n m e n t .  F o r  m a n y  y e a r s ,  d e s p i t e  t h e  d i s 
t r a c t i o n s  o f  t h e  M u t i n y ,  I  d e v o t e d  a l l  i n y  e n e r g i e s  t o  p o p u l a r  
e d u c a t i o n ,  a n d  p r o b a b l y  n o  o n e  o u t s i d e  t h e  E d u c a t i o n a l  
D e p a r t m e n t ,  a n d  n o t  m a n y  i n s i d e  i t ,  e v e r ,  d u r i n g  t h e  
c o u r s e  o f  o n l y  f i v e  o r  s i x  y e a r s ,  b a d  s u c h  a m p l e  o p p o r t u 
n i t i e s  f o r  o b s e r v i n g  t h e  p r a c t i c a l  e f f e c t s  o f  o u r  s e c u l a r  
s y s t e m  o f  e d u c a t i o n ,  a s  m y s e l f .

A  z e a l o t ,  t o  c o m m e n c e  w i t h ,  i n  t h e  f a i t h  t h a t  k n o w 
l e d g e  i s  s t r e n g t h ,  a n d  i n t e n s e l y  i m p r e s s e d  w i t h  t h e  
c o n v i c t i o n  t h a t  m e n t a l  c u l t u r e  i n  a l l  f o r m s  could b e  

n o t h i n "  b u t  a n  u n m i x e d  b e n e f i t ,  I  u 'rew  f i r s t  t o  d o u b t  t h i sD ' ©
d i c t u m ,  a n d ,  l a t e r ,  g r a d u a l l y  c a m e  t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t ,  i a  a  
s t a t e  o f  s o c i e t y  s u c h  a s  t h a t  f o r m e d  b y  t h e  m a s s e s  h e r e ,  
i n t e l l e c t u a l  c u l t u r e ,  u n l e s s  a c c o m p a n i e d  h a n d  i n  h a n d  
w i t h  m o r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  must u n a v o i d a b l y ,  i n  t h e  l o n g  
r u n ,  p r o v e  a n  u n m i x e d  e v i l .

I  s a w  c l e a r l y  e n o u g h  t h a t  i n h e r e n t  i n  h u m a n  n a t u r e  l a y  
t h e  t w o  o p p o s i n g  p r i n c i p l e s — n o t  o n l y  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  
e v i l ,  o f  w h i c h  s o m e  c r e e d s  m a k e  s o  m u c h  i n  t h e i r  d o c t r i n o  
o f  o r i g i n a l  s i n ,  b u t  a l s o  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  g o o d ,  a n d  t h a t  i n  
m a n y  c a s e s  t h i s  l a t t e r  s p o n t a n e o u s l y  e l f ' e c t c d  a  m o r a l  

d e v e l o p m e n t  pari passu  w i t h  t h e  m e n t a l  c u l t u r e  e f f e c t e d  
b y  o u r  s e c u l a r  e d u c a t i o n .  B u t  I  s a w  t h a t  o u r  s y s t e m ,  s o  
f a r ' f r o m  f a v o u r i n g  o r  s m o o t h i n g  t h e  w a y  f o r  t h i s ,  o p e r a t e d  
d i s t i n c t l y  t o  i m p e d e  i t  ; a n d  i n  18G G , t e n  y e a r s  a f t e r  I  
f i r s t  t o o k  u p  S t a t e  e d u c a t i o n ,  a n d  b e f o r e  1 f i n a l l y  d i s 
c o n n e c t e d  m y s e l f  f r o m  i t ,  I  p r o p o u n d e d  i n  a  t i m i d ,  h e s i t a t 
i n g  w a y ,  f o r  1 d i d  n o t  t h e n  s e e  t h i n g s  s o  c l e a r l y  a s  I  n o w  
d o ,  t h e  d o c t r i n e  which I  n o w  d e s i r e  t o  r e a s s e r t .

I  w a s  w e l l  s n u b b e d  a t  t h e  t i m e  f o r  m y  s u g g e s t i o n s ,  a n d  
s u c h  p e r h a p s  w i l l  b e  t h e  o n l y  t a n g i b l e  r e s u l t  o f  t h e i r  
r e i t e r a t i o n ,  b u t  I  h a v e  p a s s e d  b e y o n d  t h e  s t a g e  w h e r e  
a p p a r e n t  f a i l u r e  d i s c o u r a g e s  ; I  k n o w  n o w  t h a t  t h e  r i g h t  
t r i u m p h s  in  t h e  l o n g  r u n ,  a n d  t h a t ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  i f  I  h a v o  
s e i z e d  o n  a n y  t r u t h ,  t h a t  a t  a n y  r a t e  must l i v e  o n ,  c o m o  
o f  m e  w l m t  m a y  ; w h i l e ,  i f  I  a m  w r o n g ,  n o n e  c a n  d e s i r e  
a n  e a r l i e r  o r  d e e p e r  g r a v e  f o r  m y  m i s c o n c e p t i o n s  t h a n  
m y s e l f .

N o w  t h e  d o c t r i n e  t h a t  I  p r o p o u n d e d ,  a n d  t o  w h i c h  I  
a g a i n  d e s i r e  t o  r e c a l l  a t t e n t i o n ,  w a s  t h a t  t h e  S t a n d a r d  
G o v e r n m e n t  P r o f e s s i o n  o f  R e l i g i o u s  i m p a r t i a l i t y ,  w h e r e  
S t a t e  e d u c a t i o n  g e n e r a l l y  i s  c o n c e r n e d ,  i s a g i g a n t i c  s h a m  ; 
a n d  w h e r e  v i l l a g e  s c h o o l s  a n d  p r i m a r y  e d u c a t i o n  a r e  
c o n c e r n e d ,  a  g i g a n t i c  f r a u d  t o  b o o t .

F o r  t h e s e  v i l l a g e  s c h o o l s  a r e  i n  n o  s e n s e  o f  t h e  w o r d  
S t a t e  s c h o o l s — b u t  p e o p l e s ’ s c h o o l s .  N o t  o i d y  i s  t h e i r  
c o a t  l e v i e d  f r o m  t h e  p e o p l e ,  f r o m  v i l l a g e  t o  v i l l a g e ,  b y  a  
c e s s  ad hoc, b u t ,  a l t h o u g h  o f  r e c e n t  y e a r s  t h i s  c o s t  i s  
l e v i e d  b y  l a w  nolens i-olens, t h i s  l a w  c o u l d  n e v e r  h a v e  c o m e  
i n t o  o p e r a t i o n  h a d  n o t  a  c e r t a i n  n u m b e r  o f  z e a l o u s  
C o l l e c t o r s ,  m o r e  t h a u  t w e n t y - f i v e  y e a r s  a g o ,  b y  e x t r a 
o r d i n a r y  e f f o r t s ,  a n d  a s  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  t h e i r  p e r s o n a l  
i n f l u e n c e  ( i n  d a y s  w h e n  t h i s  w a s  a  r e a l  p o w e r )  s u c c e e d e d  
i n  p e r s u a d i n g  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  t h e i r  d i s t r i c t s  t o  p a y  volun
tarily, a s  a  f r e e  g i f t  t o  a  g o o d  c a u s e ,  t h a t  c e s s  w h i c h  m a n y  
y e a r s  l a t e r  G o v e r n m e n t ,  o w i n g  t o  t h e  p r e c e d e n t  t h u s  
e s t a b l i s h e d ,  f o u n d  i t s e l f  s t r o n g  e n o u g h  t o  i m p o s e ,  u n i v e r 
s a l l y ,  a s  a  compulsory c e s s .

S o  a l l  t h e s e  v i l l a g e  s c h o o l s  a r e  p u r e l y  p e o p l e s ’ s c h o o l s ,  
e v e r y  f a r t h i n g  o f  t h e i r  c o s t  b e i n g  d e f r a y e d  f r o m  t h e  f u n d s

c o n t r i b u t e d  l o c a l l y  a n d  f o r  t h i s  s p e c i a l  o b j e c t .  T h e y  a r o  
n o  m o r e  S t a t e  s c h o o l s  t h a n  m y  h o r s e s  a r e  syces' h o r s e s  
b e c a u s e  T f u r n i s h  t h e  syces w i t h  t h e  f u n d s  t o  p r o v i d e  t h o  
r e q u i s i t e  f o o d  a n d  b e d d i n g ,  a n d  p a y  t h e m  w a g e s  f o r  
t e n d i n g  a n d  c l e a n i n g  t h o s e  h o r s e s .O O

A n d  t h e  t r u e  a t t i t u d e  o f  o u r  G o v e r n m e n t  i n  r e g a r d  t o  

t h e s e  s c h o o l s  i s — “ w c  d o n ’t  t e a c h  C h r i s t i a n i t y  i u  t h e s e  
s c h o o l s  f o r  s e v e r a l  r e a s o n s .  I n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e ,  m o s t  o f  u s  
d o n ’t  c a r e  m u c h  a b o u t  t h i s  r a t h e r  o l d - f a s h i o n e d  a r t i c l e .  
I n  t h e  s e c o n d  p l a c e ,  t h e  n a t i v e s  a r e  a  q u e e r  l o t ,  a n d  r e a l l y  
t h o u g h  t h e y  d o  s t a n d  a  g r e a t  d e a l  ( a n d  u p  t o  a  c e r t a i n  
p o i n t  a r e  t r u l y  a  p e a c e - a t - . m y - p r i c e  p e o p l e )  w e  a r e  b y  n o  
m e a n s  s u r e  t h a t  t h e y  would s t a n d  t h i s .  A n d  t h i r d l y ,  
b e c a u s e  o u r  v i r t u o u s  p r o f e s s i o n s  o f  e n t i r e  i m p a r t i a l i t y  i n  
r e l i g i o u s  m a t t e r s  g r e a t l y  s t r e n g t h e n  o u r  p o s i t i o n  i n  m a t t e r s  
o f  f a r  m o r e  v i t a l  i m p o r t a n c e .  But  w c  h a v e  g o t  t h e  e n t i r e  
e d u c a t i o n  o f t h e  c o u n t r y  i n t o  o u r  h a n d s  b y  o u r  v i l l a g e  
s c h o o l s  ; w e  h a v e  s t a m p e d  o u t  t h e  g r e a t  b u l k  o f  i n d i g e n 
o u s  e d u c a t i o n ,  and i f  we don’t teach Christianiti/, (it any 
rate, we tale care that no other religion is taught.”*

T h i s  p o s i t i o n  I  m a i n t a i n  t o  b e  a  s h a m  a n d  a  f r a u d .  A s  
r e g a r d s  s c h o o l s  a n d  c o l l e g e s  m a i n t a i n e d  o u t  o f  t h e  g e n e r a l  
r e v e n u e s ,  a  v e r b a l  d e f e n c e  o f t h e  s y s t e m  m a y  b e  s e t  u p  ; 
b u t  a s  r e g a r d s  t h e  v i l l a g e  o r  p r i m a r y  s c h o o l s  p a i d  f o r  b y  

a  l o c a l  c e s s ,  w h e r e  e v e r y  v i l l a g e  t h a t  b e n e f i t s  f r o m  a  s c h o o l ,  
e v e r y  v i l l a g e  i n  t h e  c i r c l e  o r  nuh/ua p a y s  f o r  more t h a n  
t h e  b e n e f i t s  i t  r e c e i v e s  ( a  p o r t i o n  o f  i t s  p a y m e n t s  b e i n g ,  
w i t h  q u e s t i o n a b l e  p r o p r i e t y ,  a b s o r b e d  f o r  P r o v i n c i a l  e d u 
c a t i o n a l  p u r p o s e s ) ,  no d e f e n c e  i s  p o s s i b l e ,  a n d  t h e  o n l y  
j u s t i f i c a t i o n  i s  t h a t  c o n t a i n e d  i u  t h e  o l d  s a y i n g — Vcc 
victis !

What else is possible? Tn n i n e t y - n i n e  o u t  o f  e v e r y  
h u n d r e d  p r i m a r y  s c h o o l s ,  t h e  g r e a t  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h o  b o y s

* If Mr. Humo lmd had the Mission Reports before him ho could hnve 
scarcely caught tho spiritof their policy better thau in tho present expressions, 
Dr. Christloib in his “ Eoreign Missions of Protestantism” [London, 1880] 
says that tho Government Schools in India “ by rooting out a mass of 
heathen projudico . . . must prepare the way for Christianity, i»ut it is 
a circumstance in tho highest decree to be deplored that, by the influenco of 
rationalistic teachers, a spirit decidedly Anti-Christian is now prevalent, 
and scepticism towards eccr// form o f positive nli<jion durctl// promoted. . . Aud
if I judge rightly, the .short sighfedness of this system, which, by preserving 
a certain neutrality in matters of religion, beek.s- -vainly, however—to keep 
things smooth, is calling forth in ever increasing numbers, voices of dissent 
in India and Emrland. For in its education policy the Government. is 
im partia l neither to Christianity nor to Hinduism, but, at the t.cpenxe. o f 
both, favours scepticism, which believes only in human science.” lie calls tlio 
Goverumont’s policy “ a soe-saw system iu schools and churches,” and 
scolds Lord Lytton for having, when Viceroy, subscribed Ks. 500 to tho 
Golden 'Temple at Amritsar, ami Sir lliehard Temple for attending a Gan* 
p iti festival at Bombay, Higher Education ho denounces: li W hat Ind ia
n*edn is not so much academies as Christian elementary schools." Aud the' 
it ilh-s aro hi*, not ours, though we might well havo italicised them to show 
tho Hindus whatsortof Missionary games aro being played behind the screens. 
Dr. ( 'hristlcil* favours “ insisting that iu tho selection of teachers for tho J! igh 
Schools, more attention be paid to th* possession of real Christian convic
tion, in order that scientific instruction may be givon ou at least a Christian 
basis.” {Op. cit. pp. 179 to ]8‘i). Tho author cited is the learned and 
famous Professor of Theology and University Preacher, in Bonn Univer
sity. Turning to Ceylon we find tho same padrUtical “ neutrality” observed 
by tho Government as regards religious education, M'he Kandy Convention 
of 1815 under which Groat Britain tookover the supremo authority pre
viously enjoyed by tho Kandyan Kings, specially stipulated that tho 
religion of Buddha should ho protected and preserved. But iu 1817, 
advantage was taken of an abortive insurrectionary one at* in which it was 
charged that ono or moro Buddhist priest* were compromised, to abolish 
this clause of the Treaty, and a policy of ,£ neutrality” was taken up. 
Tho result has been disastrous in one way to tho public moials, since tho 
sovereign power formerly exercised by the King of Kandy to disrobe or 
unfrock derelict priests, has not been wielded by the British authorities, and 
many priests, ospeeially iu tho up-country, havo fallen into disreputable 
praotieos which react very injuriously upon tho public morals. In iho 
Government Vernacular schools tho Chri.Mianisod school-books, specially 
prepared by the Missionaries, to undermine ami.stamp out “ heathen 
Buddhism,” aro used to this very day, although a Special Commission havo 
been nominally at work during the past jijlrcn i/tars upon a new act of 
non-reliyions school-books. This state of things is the very causo of 
our Society’s educational labours in Ceylon. To mark still more 
offensively tha sham neutrality iu religious matters, grants-in-aid of 
Buddhist schools established under the influence of our Society, for the 
education of Buddhist children under the auspices of committees of their 
own faith, lmve been refused in three instances the present year, because 
the;/ were w ith in  three, miles o f  nnother [Missionary] G rwnt-tn-aol school! 
Every influence—social, journalistic, and other, acems employed to hindor 
the resuscitation of Buddhism and forco Christianised school education upon 
tho peoplo. But tho Padris’ Plot will not succeed : mark o m 1 words -it will 
Notsuccood. The Dutch authorities resorted tosevoroaud arbitrary measures 
to compel the Buddhists to renounce their faith ;—measures affecting the 
legitimacy of thoir children, tho tenure of their property, and their right to 
testify. Thoy filled the Island with hypocrites, that is all. When the Eng
lish succeeded tho Dutch, tho sham structure of Ollieial Christianity crumbled 
to dust. The MissionarioB aro now trying to oll'eet by secret eunuim; what 
the Dutch failpi.l to get by opon force. They will not succeed.— Kl>. Tillios,



a r e  e i t h e r  H i n d u s  o r  M a h o m e d a n s .  I n  H i n d u  p e r g u n n a l i s ,  
t a p p a h s ,  & c . ,  t h e r e  m a y  b e  2  o r  3  p e r  c e n t ,  o f  t h e  s c h o l a r s  
w h o  a r e  M a h o m e t a n s  a n d  vice versa. T h e  r a r e s t  t i l i n g  i s  
a  v i l l a g e  s c h o o l  i n  w l i i c h  t h e r e  i s  a n y t h i n g  l i k e  a n  a p p r o a c h  
t o  a n  e q u a l i t y  i n  n u m b e r s  i n  t h e  c h i l d r e n  r e p r e s e n t i n g  
t h e  t w o  f a i t h s .

I n  t h e  H i n d u  s c h o o l s  t h e  b o y s  s h o u l d  b e  r e g u l a r l y  
t a u g h t  t e x t s  o u t  o f  t h e  S h a s t r a s ,  a n d  i n  t h e  M a h o m e d a n  

s c h o o l s  t e x t s  o u t  o f  t h e  K o r a n  a n d  i t s  c o m m e n t a r i e s ,  
i n c u l c a t i n g  p u r i t y  o f  l i f e ,  a  t r u e  e s t i m a t i o n  o f  t h e  t h i n g s  
o f  t h i s  w o r l d ,  a n d  a n  e a r n e s t  a s p i r a t i o n  f o r  t h o s e  o f  a  b e t t e r  
l i f e .  I n  e i t h e r  c a s e  t h e  t w o  o r  t h r e e  c h i l d r e n  d i f f e r i n g  i n  
c r e e d  f r o m  t h e  b u l k  o f  t h e i r  s c l i o o l - f e l l o w s  s h o u l d ,  u n l e s s  
t h o i r  p a r e n t s  s p e c i a l l y  s o  d e s i r e  i t ,  b e  e x e m p t  f r o m  t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  b r a n c h  o f  t u i t i o n .  I n  t h e  r a r e  c a s e s  i n  w h i c h  
b o t h  c r e e d s  a r e  f a i r l y  r e p r e s e n t e d ,  e t h i c s  s h o u l d  b e  t a u g h t  
t o  b o t h  s e t s  o f  c h i l d r e n  b y  p r o f e s s o r s  o f  t h e i r  o w n  f a i t h s  
f r o m  t e x t s  d r a w n  f r o m  t l i e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  s a c r e d  w r i t i n g s .

T h e r e  i s  a b s o l u t e l y  n o  p r a c t i c a l  d i f f i c u l t y  i n v o l v e d ,  s o  
f a r  a s  t h e  p e o p l e  t h e m s e l v e s  a r e  c o n c e r n e d .  T h e r e  a r c  
d o z e n s  o f  l e a r n e d  a n d  g o o d  H i n d u s  a n d  M a h o m e d a n s  w h o  
c o u l d  a n d  w o u l d  p r e p a r e  g r a t u i t o u s l y  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  t e x t 
b o o k s ;  b o o k s  t o  w h o s e  m o r a l i t y  n o  C h r i s t i a n  c o u l d  t a k e  
e x c e p t i o n ,  a n d  t o  w h o s e  t e a c h i n g s  n o  H i n d u  o r  M a h o 
m e t a n  ( t h o u g h  p o s s i b l y  h o l d i n g  t h e m  incomplete a s  

a v o i d i n g  s e c t a r i a n  d o g m a s )  w o u l d  object.
B u t  h i t h e r t o  o u r  G o v e r n m e n t ,  d e s p i t e  t h e  l i b e r a l i t y  a u d  

b r o a d - m i n d e d n e s s  o f  m a n y  o f  i t s  i n d i v i d u a l  m e m b e r s ,  h a s  

a l w a y s  c o l l e c t i v e l y  b o o n  t o o  b i g o t e d ,  o r  t o o  m u c h  a f r a i d  
o f  E x e t e r  H a l l ,  t o  a c t  h o n e s t l y  i n  t h i s  m a t t e r .  A  c o n s i d e r 
a b l e  p o r t i o n  h u g  t h e m s e l v e s  i n  t h e  b e l i e f  t h a t  o u r  p r e s e n t  
s y s t e m  i s  a t  a n y  r a t e  d e s t r u c t i v e ,  a n d  i s  t h u s  p a v i n g  t h o  
w a y  f o r  C h r i s t i a n i t y  ( a n  a b s u r d  d e l u s i o n  t o  w h i c h  t h e  
p r a c t i c a l  r e s u l t s  s h o u l d  h a v e  l o n g  s i n c e  o p e n e d  t h e i r  e y e s ) ,  
w h i l e  t h e  r e m a i n d e r  s i m p l y  h a v e  n o t  t h e  c o u r a g e  t o  f a c e  
t h e  o u t c r i e s  o f  b i g o t s  a b o u t  “ p r o p a g a t i n g  f a l s e  r e l i g i o n s , ” 
" d e n y i n g  t h e i r  L o r d , ” a n t  a l l  t h e  s i m i l a r  p h r a s e s ,  o f  w h i c h  
a l l  c h u r c h e s  e v e r  k e e p  a  l a r g o  a s s o r t m e n t ,  o n  h a n d ,  a l i k e  

f o r  r e t a i l  a n d  w h o l e s a l e  d e a l i n g s .

I f  it. b o  s a i d  n o w ,  a s  i t  o n c e  b e f o r e  w a s ,  " M r .  — ■— d e l i 
b e r a t e l y  p r o p o s e s  t h a t  w e  s h o u l d  a b a n d o n  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  

r e l i g i o n s  n e u t r a l i t y  a s s u m e d  b y  t h e  w i s d o m  o f  o u r  p r e 
d e c e s s o r s ,  a n d  h e r e t o f o r e  c o n s i s t e n t l y  m a i n t a i n e d  b y  o u r 
s e l v e s ,  a n d  ( r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  a  Christian G o v e r n m e n t ,  
p r a y i n g  w e e k l y  i n  o u r  c h u r c h e s  t h a t  a l l  m e n  m a y  b e  l e d  
t o  t h e  True Faith) s h o u l d  o p e n l y  t e a c h  in  o u r  s c h o o l s  
t h o s e  f a l s e  r e l i g i o n s  t o  w h i c h  t h i s  u n h a p p y  c o u n t r y  o w e s  
i t s  d e e p  d e g r a d a t i o n . ” I f  t h i s ,  o r  w o r d s  l o  t h i s  e f fe c t . ,  b e  

n o w  u r g e d ,  I  r e p l y — ( I )  t h a t  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  G o v e r n 
m e n t ,  s o  f a r  f r o m  b e i n g  i n  e d u c a t i o n a l  m a t t e r s ,  o n e  o f  
s t r i c t  n e u t r a l i t y ,  i s  o n e  o f  u n b e n d i n g  a n d  u n v a r y i n g ,  
t h o u g h  v e i l e d ,  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  a l l  I n d i a ’s  n a t i o n a l  f a i t h s  ;
( 2 )  t h a t  t h e  p r i m a r y  s c h o o l s ,  a l l  o v e r  t h e  E m p i r e ,  a r e  i u  
n o  s e n s e  S t a t e  s c h o o l s ,  b u t  e s s e n t i a l l y  t h e  p e o p l e s ’ s c h o o l s ;
( 3 )  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  n o  s u c h  t h i n g  a s  a  f a l s e  o r  a  t r u e  r e l i g i o n ,  
en masse, r e l i g i o n  b e i n g  a  t h i n g  e n t i r e l y  b e t w e e n  a n  
i n d i v i d u a l  s o u l  a n d  t h e  iJivinc, a n d  b e i n g  t r u e  o r  f a l s e  i n  
e v e r y  i n d i v i d u a l  c a s e  p r e c i s e l y  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  a n d  i n  t h e  
d e g r e e  t o  w h i c h  t h e  f o r m e r  h a r m o n i z e s  o r  d i s c o r d s  w i t h  
t h e  l a t t e r ;  a n d  ( 4 )  t h a t ,  a s  r e g a r d s  d e g r a d a t i o n ,  i n  e v e r y  

t r u e  s e n s e  o f  t h e  w o r d ,  f u l l y  a s  m u c h  d e g r a d a t i o n  i s  
t o  b e  m e t  w i t h  a m o n g s t  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n s  o f  ( s a y )  W o r c e s t e r 
s h i r e  a n d  L a n c a s h i r e  a s  a m o n g s t  t h o s e  o f  t h e  M e e r u t  a n d  
C a w n p o r e  d i s t r i c t s .

B u t  w h a t  i s  t o  b e  d o n e  ? S i m p l y  i n s i s t  u p o n  e x p l o d i n g  
t h i s  v e n e r a b l e  s h a m .  W i t h  a l l  i t s  f a u l t s  o u r  G o v e r n m e n t  
h a s  s o m e  m e r i t s ,  o r  i t  w o u l d  n o t  b e  h e r e ,  a n d  a m o n g s t  
t h e s e  ( l i k e  t h e  u n j u s t  j u d g e  o f  t h e  N e w  T e s t a m e n t  w h o ,  
t h o u g h  a v e r s e  t o  b o t h e r  h i m s e l f ,  y e t ,  w h e n  g r e a t l y  i m p o r 
t u n e d  b y  t h e  p o o r  w i d o w ,  d i d  a t  l a s t  a s  a  l e s s e r  e v i l  o f  t h e  
t w o ,  a r i s e  a n d  d o  h e r  j u s t i c e )  o u r  G o v e r n m e n t  h a s  t h e  
m e r i t  o f  a l w a y s  y i e l d i n g  t o  a  j u s t  d e m a n d ,  i f  only i t  b e  
s u f f i c i e n t l y  l o n g  a n d  l o u d l y  u r g e d  !

I t  i s  a  m e r e  q u e s t i o n  o f  p e r t i n a c i t y  a n d  v e h e m e n c e .  I f  
s i x  p e o p l e  a s k  m i l d l y ,  n o  m a t t e r  f o r  w h a t ,  o r  h o w  j u s t

t h e i r  c l a i m ,  t h e  f l a t t e s t  p o s s i b l e  r e f u s a l  n e c e s s a r i l y  a w a i t s  
t h e m .  I f  s i x  m i l l i o n s  a s k ,  t h e y  a r e  p u t  o f f  w i t h  p r o m i s e s  
o f  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  q u e s t i o n  ; b u t  i f  s i x t y  m i l l i o n s  s c r e a m  
a n d  s h o u t  a n d  s w e a r  t h e y  w i l l  h a v e  i t ,  t h e y  g e t  i t ,  a n d  
t h e r e ’s  a n  e n d  o f  i t .  G o o d  g o v e r n m e n t s  l i k e  t h a t  o f  
G r e a t  B r i t a i n  a r e  always on the side of large majorities.

N o w  e v e r  s i n c e  t h i s  E d u c a t i o n  C o m m i s s i o n  c o m m e n c e d  
i t s  s i t t i n g s ,  I  h a v e  b e e n  r e c e i v i n g  l e t t e r s  i n q u i r i n g  
w h e t h e r  n o t h i n g  c a n  b e  d o n e  t o w a r d s  b l e n d i n g  s o m e  
m o r a l  a n d  s p i r i t u a l  e l e m e n t  i n  t h e  e d u c a t i o n ,  w h i c h ,  b y  
r e a s o n  o f  t h e  S t a t e  s u p p o r t s  i t  r e c e i v e s ,  i s  c r u s h i n g  o u t ,  
f o r  t h e  m a s s e s  a t  a n y  r a t e ,  a l l  o t h e r  e d u c a t i o n .  T h i s  i s  
m y  r e p l y  :— I t  r e s t s  e n t i r e l y  w i t h  t h e  p e o p l e  t o  d e c i d e  
w h a t  s h a l l  a n d  s h a l l  n o t  b e .  I f  a  s u f f i c i e n t  n u m b e r  o f  
t h e m  a r e  s u f f i c i e n t l y  i n  e a r n e s t ,  a n d  s p e a k  u p  s u f f i c i e n t l y  
s t r o n g l y  a n d  l o u d l y  a b o u t  t h e  m a t t e r ,  b e f o r o  t h i s  H i g h  
C o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l

“ Close i t s  b r ig h t  eye and curb  i t s  high career,”— 

t h e n  t h a t  d i s g r a c e  t o  u s ,  t h a t  c u r s e  t o  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  a  
s o u l l e s s  m a t e r i a l i s t i c  e d u c a t i o n ,  m a y  b e  r e p l a c e d  b y  w h a t  is  
a l i k e  a  g l o r y  a n d  a  b l e s s i n g — a n  e d u c a t i o n  i n  w h i c h  m i n d  
a n d  s o u l  a r e  d e v e l o p e d  pari 2>assu.

I t  i s  a  m e r e  c a s e  o f  . a s k i n g  a n d  h a v i n g ,  k n o c k i n g  a n d  i t s  
1 • • « ® 
b e i n g  o p o u e d ,—-provided t h a t  a  s u f f i c i e n t  n u m b e r  a s k  a n d
t h a t  t l i e  k n o c k i n g  i s  r e a l l y  l o u d .

E d i t o r ' s N o t e .— T h e  various In d ian  b ranches  h a v e  often 
d em anded  that, some ac t iv e  work  shall be ass ig n ed  th e m  by th e  
P a r e n t  Soc ie ty  : let th em  see here  one fluid w ide  e n o u g h  to 
occupy  all th e i r  t im e  and  ta lents .  T l ie i r  first w o rk  should  bo 
to head n m o v em e n t  in th e i r  re spec t ive  d is t r ic ts  for th e  spread, 
am o n g  the ir  ow n people, o f  religious education  o f  th e i r  own k ind .  
I n  th is  noble u n d e r ta k in g  tho serv ices  o f  t l ie ir  m ost  learned 
p a n d i t s  should  l>e en lis ted  to co-opera te  w ith  such A n g lo - In d ia n  
fr iends o f  Ind ia  as M r. I [n ine  ami o th e rs  who h ave  the  m oral  
w e lfare  o f  the  people  a t  hear t .  What, o u r  P re s id e n t  lins se t  tho 
m em b ers  o f  th e  Colom bo and  G a l le  b ranches  to doing, o u g h t  to 
be  taken  iu hand  by all our  Ind ian  b ranches  ; and i f  t h e y  will 
add  to th is  a th o ro u g h  p rom otion  o f  the, st udy o f  m esm er ism  and 
o th e r  e lem en ta ry  b ran ch es  o f  psychic  science, g re a t  in te res t  would 
bo aw akened  iu the c o n ten ts  o f  tlie ir  re spec tive  sacred books.  
Iu  connection  wil.h M r. H u m e ’s paper  we g lad ly  g iv e  place  to 
a  M inu te  addressed  to Dr. H u n t e r ’s E d u ca t io n  Commission, 
while  fit M adras ,  by o u r  e s teem ed b ro th e r  aud colleague, Mr. P .  
S rcen ev asro w ,  J u d g e  o f  t.he Small  Cause C o u r t ,  and a  V ice 
P re s id e n t  o f  tho M ad ras  Theosophical  Socie ty  ; a copy o f  which 
he  has k in d ly  sen t  us. I t  is g ra t i fy in g  to note  the  ag ree m e n t  
be tw een  these  tw o  e m in e n t  T heosoph is ts  as regards  the  moral 
aud re lig ions t ra in in g  o f  Nntivo  y o u th  :—

O l’.S E I iV A T lO N S  O P  P. SJiEK NEV.VS l iO W , O P  M AO ItA S, ON T I I E  

E X I S T I N G  SVSTE.M O P  ED I,CA TIO N - IN T H U  U0V1CUNMENT 

SC1IOOI.S.

The course of instruction adopted in the  Governm ent schools has 
reference principally to tlie Intellectual liranch, and leaves l ittle  or 
no sco|ie for the  remaining th ree  b ra n d ie s  of Education, namely, 
Physical,  Moral and Religious. I beg to notice some of the evil 
tendencies of th is  system, and to submit, proposals which in my 
hum ble  opinion are calculated to remove them  to a  g reat  extent.

/Is to P h ysica l Education.
No limit being assigned to the age of the candidates  appear ing  

for the several examinations, every little boy aspires, na tura lly  
enough, to passing them, a t  the  first available opportunity, with the 
view of reaching the final goal, tlie 1!. A examination, as rapidly as 
tho Rules will admit.  This desire of going through various ex
aminations in rapid .succession is enhanced hy the restriction im 
posed by the  Governm ent against the admission of persons of 
more than  twenty-live years of age into  the public service, Coven
anted  or Uncovenauted. Hence all physical comforts are disregard
ed to an undue  ex te n t  ; a gymnasium (if there  bo one available) is 
never though t  of ; and the whole t.iine and energy of the studen t  
aro devoted to the  s tudy  of the books prescribed for the  exam ina
tion. The result  is t h a t  when a  boy arrives a t  the end of his 
school-studies, he discovers himself in a  weak and emaciated condi
tion, incapable of e i the r  bodily or mental exertion. I t  would be 
a  g rea t  boon if a  gym nasium  could be attached to each school ; bu t  
tins  is impossible  on various grounds. The  abolition of the 
Order  of G ov e rn m en t  aforesaid, and the imposit ion of a  condition 
th a t  no boy shall  appear  for any examination until  af te r  lie is If? 
years of age, am] for the 1!. A,  examination  until  after he is 2 | ,



will I  th in k  tend  to remove th is  evil. I t  is a  m a t te r  for considera
tion w h e th er  such restrictions as to age would not aflect pre judicia l
ly those poor classes of students ,  who may he na tu ra l ly  anxious to 
pass an examination as early  as possible, in order to secure some 
employm ent for their  livelihood. B u t  I  subm it  the  preservation of 
heal th  is necessary not only for the  rich, b u t  for  the poor also, 
In d eed  I  am inclined to th in k  that i t  is the poor, ra th e r  than  the 
rich, who suffer by such a  hurr ied  course of study, for th is  simple 
reason th a t  the  former cannot com m and the nourishment, which is 
w ith in  the  reach of the latter.

A s  to I n te l l e c tu a l  E d u c a tio n .

The In te l lec ts ' l l  education imparted  in th e  G overnm en t  school 
is a l)ou t  all th a t  can be desired. I t  is th is which absorbs the 
whole t im e and  a t ten tion  of the  m as te r  and the  pupils ; and if in 
any respect i t  needs improvement., i t  will no do u b t  be effected by 
the  Commission. B ut  I may add th a t  the l im ita tions of the age of 
the  candidates  appearing for examinations as above suggested will 
have the  additional advantage of g iving them  more t im e and energy 
for the  development of th e i r  intellectual powers and capacities. 
The great influence which physical health  is capablo of exercising 
over m en’s m inds can hardly be exaggerated.

As to Moral aud Religions Education.
The  Governm ent having, in t h e  Legislative and Executive  

Departm ents ,  declared th e i r  r igh t  to direct and  control public 
instruction, and  accepted the  obligation of im pa r t ing  educa
tion to the ir  subjects,  one g reat  problem is solved ; and the  only 
question is, how best th is  recognized d u ty  is to be performed. I t  is, 
in my hum ble  opinion, a  g reat  mistake to suppose th a t  th is  most 
im por tan t  obligation is completely discharged by the  Sta te  pro
viding an  agency, however perfect and strong, for the  enlighten
m e n t  and instruction  of the  Intellect alone.. M ankind  has of late 
been bowing the knee a  l ittle  too m uch  before Intellect,  more 
especially successful Intellect.  B u t  we should no t  lose s igh t  of tlie 
fact  th a t  “ In tel lec t  is not a power, b u t  an in s t rum en t .” as Mr. 
H e rb e r t  Spencer says, Intellect,  I would add, i.s th e  handmaid of 
M ora lity  ; by  itself it  serves no appreciable purpose and no desir
able end ; b u t  is capable of producing immense good when allied to 
and controlled by Moral faculties. For, Morality concerns m an 
k ind  in all th e i r  relations with each other, and  it  is a  link which 
connects th e  R u le r  with the  ruled. Indeed, I hold t h a t  tho S ta te  
is a  necessary condition of man's moral n a tu re  ; for r igh ts  aro 
requisite  to th e  existence of m en ’s duties  and  vir tues,  aud Govern
m en t  is necessary for the existence of those rights- So th a t  the S ta te  
can hardly  be deemed to have done its  d u ty  completely, unless i t  in 
cludes a  systematic  teaching of M orality  in the  educational -studies. 
B u t  Morality alone does not suffice for life. Disunited  with 
Religion, M ora lity  inay f°r  a  t ime subsist, as flowers re ta in  their  
scent and  colour even after they  have been plucked ; b u t  a t ime will 
sooner or  la te r  come when th is  will fail. The  most complete moral 
culture of  indiv iduals  is th a t  which is connected w ith  th e i r  religious 
culture.  Religion has iu all ages and  nations been an inm or tan t  
e lement in the form ation  of m an ’s moral character ; and  Religion 
ought to be the  basis upon which all national In s t i tu t io n s  rest. 
The  S ta te  recognises th is  great  fact  ; and  tho sacred T itle  borne 
by H e r  Majesty the  Queen-Empress is, “ The  Defender of F a i th .”

A nd yet we see t h a t  Morality and Religion are excluded from the 
curriculum of the  s tud ies  observed iu the  G overnm en t  schools ; and 
th is  we are led to believe is the  result  of the  religious neu tra l i ty  of 
Government.  Owing to this policy, i t  is said, the  Government, is 
p u t  to the  necessity of separa t ing  t.he In tel lectual  elements of e d u 
cation from its Moral and Religious portions ; and to promote the  
former u n d e r  th e i r  direct management,  leaving the  la t te r  u t te r ly  
uncared  f o r .

B u t  T beg leave to s ta te  th a t  such separa tion is impossible ; and 
t h a t  it has never been successfully effected. Even  m at te rs  which 
may be regarded as hav ing  an in teres t  for inte llect only, inevitably 
lead us to h igher education, which h as  a  religious interest .  The 
s tu d y  of the  Material world leads to quest ions respecting the  
way in which it was created and governed ; and the  s tu d y  of 
hum an  history leads to questions respecting  the  Providentia l  h istory 
of th e  World . The  g reat  wri ters  on h is to ry  aud  philosophy 
have been obliged to touch upon m at te rs  which vita lly  affect 
Religion. Professor Bain, while professing to give to the  world 
a moral science founded 011 principles irrespective of Religion, 
feels the  necessity of giving a long su m m ary  of th e  Theories of 
the  Material world, held by Berkeley, I lnm e,  Reid, S tuar t ,  
Ham ilton , J .  S. Milt and others, and an equally long resume of 
the views of P la to ,  Aristotle, Descartes,  A rnauld ,  K an t  and a host 
of others, as to th e  origin of Knowledge, Experience and  In tu i 
tion ;—subjects which affect the  Deity, m a t te r  aud spirit, and 
which the learned A u th o r  exhorts  us to lay aside iu discussing 
m at te rs  connected with  Mental and M oral  Science ! I t  is thus  
clear t h a t  it is no t  possible to separa te education into two parts , 
religious and secular, as they  are popularly  understood ; and to 
teach the  la t ter  portion independent  of the former. The  religious 
portion must  of necessity be referred to, even if  i t  be for no 
o ther purpose than  th a t  of re fu t ing  religion. T h is  is exactly 
what lias been done by the  numerous wri ters  011 philosophy aud 
o ther subjects.  Many of the books used iu th e  schools are 
pervaded hy a tone which to say the  least  is not favourable to 
the  cause of Religion ; and the  inevitable result  is t h a t  the  boys

who are made to s tu d y  such works, have lea rn t  to disregard 
Religion ; break up  the  tradi t ional  beliefs ; and declare th a t  
Religion has been exploded by  science, and th a t  moral i ty  should 
bo founded 011 a theistic  principles! The ultimate consequences of 
such Godless education cannot  b u t  be mischievous to the country  
and to the State . I  am not  one of those who condemn freedom 
of though t  even in religious m a t te r s ;  but. what  I deprecate  is 
the  system by  which the Ind ian  youth grows sceptical over 
religious subjects,  no t  after  a due and impartia l investigation, 
b u t  simply by his coining into contact  incidentally with passages 
which are irreligious in their  tendency. T he  result  could not 
have been otherwise, seeing th a t  the s tu d en t  is denied the  a d 
vantage of religious instruction on the one hand,  and is com
pelled to read aud d igest works which have ail a theistic  ring 
about them  011 the  other.

Surely, a  system which encourages such a  s ta te  of th ings must  
needs be rectified. I t  may be said th a t  the  remedy is in the 
hands of tho people themselves, who may im p a r t  to the i r  youth 
such religious instruction  as th e y  may consider to be essential. 
B u t  th is is not qu ite  possible.

In  these days,  the  children arc sent  to school as soon as they 
are ablo to talk, and  move about freely ; and they spend a n u m 
ber of years in school, until  in fact they  are passed out as full 
blown P>. A . ’s o r  some such tiling. W h atev e r  items of knowledge 
they  pick up ; w h a tever  ideas they  form ; and  wha tever  associa
tions they  contract,  are all done in the' school, and  nothing outside. 
Their  whole time and a tten tion  being devoted to school books, they 
fall very l it t le  under  w h a t  is called the  home influence : and their  
parents  and guard ians  feel naturally  disinclined to d is tu rb  
progress of a  sta te  of t ilings which they  themselves have brought 
about.  The  unfavourable  impressions which the  children receive 
in the  school for a  series of years a t  the  early  p a r t  of th e i r  a"-e, 
s i t  rleep in th e i r  hearts ,  and exert  a  very demoralizing inflllt!| lce 
upon them  in after-life, to the prejudice of themselves, am) 0f 
those who come in tlieir  way.

Will Governm ent tolerate  such sta te  of things ! Will it still 
persis t  in a policy, which excludes Religion from the  State education, 
b u t  encourages som eth ing  which is anti-religious, though  in the 
most indirect m a n n e r  i Can all th is  be tho result  of the  policy of 
religious neu tra l i ty  1

Impossib le!  T he  policy of the  State in the  m at te r  of Religion in 
Ind ia  is most beautifully  enunciated in the Proclamation issued to 
the  people when the Queen assumed the  direct government of this 
country,* I l e r  Majesty was graciously pleased to declare : —

“ F irm ly  relying Ourselves 011 the t ru th  of Ohiristianity , and 
acknowledging w ith  g ra t i tude  the  solace of Religion, We disclaim 
alike the  r igh t  aud desire  to impose our  convictions on any of 
our subjects. W c declare it  to be Our Royal will and pleasure th a t  
none be in anywise favoured, none molested or disquieted, by  reason 
of their  religious faith or observances ; b u t  t h a t  all shall alike enjoy 
the  equal and im part ia l  protection of the L aw  ; and  W e distinctly  
charge and enjoin upon all those who may be in au thor i ty  un d e r  U s 
th a t  they  abstain  from all interference with the  religious belief or 
worship of any of Our subjects 011 pain of Our  highest displeasure.”

This is the  t rue  in te rp re ta t ion  of the  neutra l  Religious policy of 
Governm ent.  As religious culture consists in w hat  passes in m en’s 
own souls, th is  policy m eans  and directs  th a t  the  S ta te  shall not 
assume an  empire over m e n ’s consciences, and t h a t  men should be 
left free from constra in t  on the  p a r t  of the  S ta te  as to the  prosecu
tion of th e i r  religious culture. But when we see th a t  both the 
Sovereign and the  subjects (or to speak more str ict ly  an overwhelm
ing m ajor i ty  of the  subjects) are those who reeogui.se the solace of 
Religion, there  seems to be nothing in the policy of religious neu tra
lity which would p reven t  Governm ent from providing a competent 
m achinery  for im p a r t in g  religious instruction, and leave it open to 
the  people to avail themselves of the  same as best  they  choose. 
Indeed, it seems to me t h a t  it  is the  d u ty  of Governm ent to make 
such provision for the  benefit  of its subjects.

H e re  the  question arises as to the  particular  Religion for the teach
ing of which the G ov e rn m en t  should provide au agency, considering 
th a t  there  are so many different forms in which Religion is practised 
by  m ankind .

I propose to solve th is  question in the same way iu which the  
question of teaching numerous o ther  branches of knowledge is solved. 
As there  a rc  variations iu the  several prevailing doctr ines of 
Religion, so there  are differences in the theories of sciences also. 
As for instance, in Psychology there  is a  great  divers ity  of opinion 
among the  philosophers as to the  very s tandard  of morality . Tho 
Sentim ental  theory, the  Intellectual theory , the  Sovereign Authority ,  
the  Self-interest,  Utili ty, and several o th e r  sys tem s are deliberately 
pu t  forward by the ir  respective adherents .  In  Physical science, 
there  are similar variations of views on th e  most im p o r tan t  subjects.  
A s to Light, we have the  Emanation  thoory, th e  Undula tory  
theory, a n d  the  Diffusion theory, all differing from one another.  
The  Germ theory,  including protoplasm, rad ian t  matter,  aud 
spontaneous generation, is still unsettled. The  forms in which 
the Evolution theory  is presented to the world are too numerous 
to be counted on our fingers. A Germ an philosopher is said to 
be busy in try ing  to  upse t  the  views of a host of o ther Scientists  
by  showing t h a t  the  E a r th  is s ta tionary  ; while a  philosopher in 
England is preparing  a denial of the laws of gravitation, a t t r i b u t 
ing motion to a  species of Maguctisui.  M i.  Crookes, the  eminent



E n g lis h  physicist ., h a v in g ,  in th e  course of  h is  s t u d y  of t h e  
p h e n o m e n a  of s p i r i t u a l i s m ,  been led to m a k e  n u m e r o u s  i m p o r t 
a n t  d iscoveries  in t h e  a r e n a  of  N a tu re ,  is now engaged  in e x h i b i t 
i n g  e x p e r im e n t s  u p o n  a  peculiar  s t a te  o f  M a t te r ,  w h ic h  he calls 
r a d i a n t  m a t te r ,  a l ias  the  fo u r th  cond i t ion  o f  m a t t e r  ; t h e  t h e o r y  of 
w h ic h  Professor  ZiiMlncr p ro p o u n d s  very  fu l ly  iu h is  w ork  on 
Triinaci'nJi'.ntal Physics, a n d  p ro v es  t h a t  M<Utcr cun puss through 
m a t t e r ;  t h u s  affect ing th e  c o rn e r  s to n e  o f  th e  h i t h e r to  p re v a i l in g  
s y s t e m  of cosmic philosophy.

I f  t h e  ex is tence  of so m an y  an d  so var ied  theo r ie s  in a lm o s t  all 
i m p o r t a n t  su b je c t s  connec ted  w i th  t h e  p hys ica l  sc ience  is no t  c o n 
s id e red  to be a s u l l i c i e n t  g ro u n d  for  th e  exc lus ion  of sc ience  f rom  
t h e  course  of  p u b l ic  in s t ruc t ion  ; au d  if t h e  ( i o v e r n m e n t  fo und  i t  
c o n v e n ie n t  to  e s ta b l is h  chairs  of P ro fe s so r sh ip s  fo r  te a c h in g  tho  
s a m e ,— w hy,  I beg  leave  to  ask, sh o u ld  M o ra l i ty  a n d  Religion be 
exc luded  f rom  t h e  e d u c a t io n a l  s tu d ie s ,  a u d  w h y  sh o u ld  a n y  
di l l icu l ty  be  a n t ic ip a te d  in th e  a p p o in tm e n t  of  Pro fesso rs  of Re lig ion  
on th e  scorn of i ls p r e se n t in g  dif ferent  d o c t r in e s  a n d  se c ts  in a  s im i la r  
w av  ? T h e  P ro fe s so rs  of  Religion can  well afford to do  w h a t  th e  P r o 
fessor  of  Physica l  sc ience  is now d o ing  ; n a m e ly ,— he ta k e s  u p  som e 
T e x t -b o o k  on a n y  g iven  su b je c t  ; a n d  i n s t r u c t s  h is  p u p i ls  th e r e in ,  
e x p la in in g  th e  d if fe ren t  th eo r ie s  a n d  v iew s a t  p r o p e r  p laces .  
W h a t  is t h e r e  to p r e v e n t  a  P rofessor  o f  R e lig ion  f ro m  a d o p t in g  
such course ? I t  i.s n o t  r e q u i re d  t h a t  m a t t e r s  of  r i tu a l s  a n d  
cerem onia ls ,  o r  o th e r  m in o r  de ta i l s  sh o u ld  bo t a u g h t  in  t h e  
school : a n d  i f  th e s e  a re  ex c lu d ed ,  as  of  necess i ty  t h e y  must,  
be, th e  course of  p u b l ic  i n s t ru c t io n  on t h e  s u b je c t  of Re lig ion  
would  be confined to  th o se  b r o a d  p r in c ip le s  wliich a r e  co m m o n  
to  all  re l ig ionis ts ,  ex c e p t  as  to d o c t r in a l  o r  se c ta r ia n  q u es t io n s ,  
w h ic h  m ay  be  c o n v e n ie n t ly  d ea l t  w i th  g r a d u a l ly  acco rd ing  as 
th e  s t u d e n t  shows p ro g ress  in  li is  s tud ies .

P u t  as  i t  is n o t  a lw ay s  poss ib le  to  se c u re  t h e  se rv ices  of one 
P ro fe s so r  who is well ve rsed  in t h e  sy s te m s  a n d  in t r ic a c ie s  of all  
th e  p rev a i l in g  fo rm s  of Relig ion ; as  i t  is f u r t h e r m o r e  n eces sa ry  
t h a t  th e r e  sh o u ld  be a  d iv is ion  of l a b o u r  ; a n d  as, m o re  especial ly , 
i t  is h igh ly  necessa ry  t h a t  th e  G o v e r n m e n t  sh o u ld  b e  k e p t  free 
from be ing  su sp ec ted  of fav o u r in g  a  p e r so n  of  one  R e lig ion  in 
prefe rence  to .another,  ifc is a d v i s a b le  t h a t  G o v e r n m e n t  shou ld  
e s tab l ish  ch a i rs  of  P ro fesso rsh ip  for ea c h  one of t h e  p r inc ipa l  
p rev a i l in g  Religions in t h e i r  Colleges ; such  a s  C h i r i s t i a u i ty ,  
M u h a m m a d a n i s m ,  an d  H in d u i s m  in M a d ra s  ; t h e  P .uddh ism  a n d  
Z o ro a s t r i a n i sm  b e in g  a d d e d  in t h e  o th e r  P res idenc ies .  W h a t e v e r  
m a y  be  th e  s u b -d iv is io n s  of  each o f  these  severa l  re l ig ions ,  t h e y  
nre  all  b u i l t  on  one  a u d  th e  sa m e  fo u n d a t io n  ; a s  fo r  instance ,  
sp e a k in g  of H in d u i s m ,  I  beg to s t a te  t h a t  t h e  Vedas ,  S m ri t i s ,  
a n d  P u ra n a s ,  a r e  a ll  th e  .same for a l l  th e  n u m e r o u s  su b -d iv i s io n s  of 
H i n d u i s m  : even th e  c o m m e n ta r ie s  a re  t h e  sa m e  for all, ex cep t  
in  ce r ta in  p a r t s  w h e re  d o c t r in a l  a n d  se c ta r ia n  dif ferences ar ise .  
It, is th e r e fo re  q u i t e  possible fo r  t h e  H i n d u  P ro fes so r  to t a k e  
up  for  h is  t e x t  one book w h ich  is com m on to  all, su c h  as  
l ih a g a v a t - G i t a ,  o r  V ish n u  r u r a n a ;  a n d  teach  h is  class,  e x p la in in g  
aw a y  th e  doc t r ina l  d ifferences a s  t h e y  arise .  I  a m  s u re  t h a t  t h e  
s a m e  course m ay  m o s t  c o n v e n ie n t ly  be a d o p te d  b y  th e  Professors  
of C h r i s t i a n i ty ,  M u h a m m a d a n i s m  an d  so fo rth .

U n d e r  these  c i rcu m stan ces ,  I  beg  to  p ropose  t h a t  G o v e r n m e n t  
sh o u ld  recognise th e  d u t y  of te a c h in g  R e lig ion  a n d  M o ra l i ty  
founded  0 1 1  Religion, in th e i r  schools,  a n d  a p p o in t  P rofessors  of 
s e v e ra l  d e n o m in a t io n s  iu each  College.

I s u b m i t  t h a t  t h e  a p p o i n t m e n t  of  su c h  P ro fes so r s  need n o t  
ad d  m u c h  to  t h e  financial  a l lo tm e n ts  a n n u a l ly  m a d e  to t h e  D e p a r t 
m e n t  of E d u ca t io n .  T h e re  is h a rd ly  a n y  ju s t i f i c a t io n  fo r  th e  
G o v e r n m e n t  to i n d e n t  upo n  E n g la n d  o r  G e r m a n y  for  S a n s c r i t  
P ro fesso rs  to  be  e m ployed  in th e  I n d ia n  Colleges 0 1 1  a  s a la ry  ra n g in g  
f rom  R u p e es  500 to R upees  750 p e r  m ensem . H a p p i ly ,  In d ia  can  
boast, of  S a n s c r i t  P u n d i t s ,  whose se rv ices as  P ro fesso rs  of  L i t e r a 
tu r e  a n d  Religion m a y  be eas ily se c u re d  a t  a  sm a l l  d e c e n t  
m o n th ly  o r  y e a r ly  h o n o ra r iu m .  A n d  I  m a y  v e n t u r e  to  a d d  t h a t  
M u h a m m a d a n  M a u lav is  a n d  C h r i s t i a n  P r ie s ts  m a y  w i th  equa l  
fac il i ty  be engaged  to se rve  t h e  p u b l ic  in t h i s  good cause  of  
Relig ious in s t ru c t io n .  T h e  cost of th e  w hole  s ta f f  of  P rofessors  
of  Religion, b e in g  t h u s  m in im ised ,  m a y  b e  s l ig h t ly  m o re  t h a n  th e  
s a v in g  w hich  m ay  be effected by  th e  d i sc o n t in u a n c e  o f  expens ive  
Pro fesso rs  of S an sc r i t  from o th e r  co u n t r ie s .  T h e  se rv ices  o f  t h e  
V e rn a c u la r  P rofessors a n d  m as te rs ,  a l r e a d y  e m p lo y e d  in  o u r  
Colleges, may be u t i l ised  in  te a c h in g  R e lig ion  w h e r e v e r  such  
course w ou ld  b e  possible.

W h e n  a l l  th is  is  done, I h u m b ly  re c o m m e n d ,  a s  a n  a d d i t io n a l  
e n c o u ra g e m e n t  to  t h e  s tu d y  of  Religion, t h a t  G o v e r n m e n t  sh o u ld  
e s tab l ish  Degrees of h o n o u r  in  T heo logy ,  a n d  co n fe r  t h e m  0 11  

p erso n s  p r o d u c in g  Cert if ica tes  of  p rofic iency  in M o r a l i t y  a n d  
Relig ion  f ro m  a n y  one o f  th e  recognised  C h u rc h e s .  T h e re  will 
be  l i t t le  o r  1 1 0  d if f iculty  in a s c e r ta in in g  t h e  ex is te n c e  o f  severa l  
C h r i s t i a n  C h u r c h e s  capab le  of  g r a n t in g  such  C ert i f ica tes ,  n o r  of 
th e  I l i n d u  ,1 fattamn, w ho a re  s u p p o r te d  la rge ly  b y  t h e  S t a t e ,  a n d  
w ho  would on ly  be too  g la d  to  receive a  m a r k  of r e c o g n i t io n  a t  
t h e  h a n d s  of G o v e r n m e n t  b y  se rv in g  th e m  in  t h i s  r espec t .  A n d
I  believe th e r e  m a y  be  some such  in s t i t u t i o n s  a m o n g  th e  M a h a m -  
m a d a n s  also, who m a y  be w il l ing  to a s s is t  tho  G o v e r n m e n t  in 
con fe r r ing  th e  proposed  degrees .

So t h a t ,  on t h e  whole,  I e x p e c t  t h a t  t h e  cause  o f  M o ra l i ty  an d  
Relig ion will be based  0 11 a  f i rm er  fo o t ing ,  a n d  be th e  source of  
b less ing  to all, if  th e  p roposa ls  I  h a v e  v e n tu r e d  to  s u b m i t  sh o u ld  
m e e t  w i th  t h e  a p p ro v a l  of t h e  A u th o r i t i e s .  S h o u ld  th o se  p ro 
posa ls  n o t  c o m m e n d  th em se lv e s  to  t h e  a p p r o v a l  o f  th e  G o v e r n 

m e n t ,  t h e n  t h e  on ly  o th e r  a l t e r n a t iv e  w h ich  t h e y  m i g h t  a dop t  
w ould  be  to  w i th d r a w  f rom  th e  posi t io n  of b e in g  a  d i r e c t  
ed u c a to r ,  a n d  leave  th e  field to in d e p e n d e n t  bod ies ,  w h o  would  
be  free  to  teach  Re lig ion  a n d  M o ra l i ty  f o u n d e d  0 1 1  Re lig ion  ; 
b u t  t h i s  cou rse  w ould  th r o w  t h e  w hole  re sp o n s ib i l i ty  of im p a r t i n g  
ed u ca t io n  upo n  th e  people, w ho  a re  n o t  y e t  prepared to  imdor- 
t a k e  it. I t  is th e r e fo r e  e a rn e s t ly  hoped  t h a t  t h e  G o v e rn m e n t  
will th e m se lv e s  t a k e  so m e  a c t iv e  m e a s u re s o n  th e  su b je c t  p roposed ,  
as  i t  is c lea r  t h a t  th o  p r e s e n t  sys tem  of ig n o r in g  those m o s t  
im p o r t a n t  b r a n c h e s  of e d u c a t io n  is f r a u g h t  w i th  d a n g e r  to  th e  
social f a b r ic  ; a n d  1 1 0  w e l l -w isher  o f  h is  c o u n t ry ,  w ho  sees th o  
in c reas in g  g r o w th  of sc ep t ic ism  a n d  a the ism ,  a u d  th e  c o n s e q u e n t  
loosening of  Lhe sa c re d  b o n d s  of M o ra l i ty ,  can fai l  to w ish  t h a t  
som o r e m e d y  m a y  be  sp e ed i ly  p rov ided .

(Copy)
(S ig n e d ;  r .  S R E E N E V A S  R O W .

M a d ras ,  10th O c to b e r  1882.

T H E  MAGICAL E VO CATIO N  OF A P O L L O N IU S  
OF TYANA.

A CHAPTER TRANSLATED BY Till? EDITOR, FROM ELIPHAS LEVI.*

W e  h a v e  a l r e a d y  s a i d  t h a t  i n  t l i e  A s t r a l  L i g h t ,  t h e  
i m a g e s  o f  p e r s o n s  a n d  t h i n g s  a r e  p r e s e r v e d .  I t  i s  a l s o  i n  
t h i s  l i g h t  t h a t  c a n  b e  e v o k e d  t h e  f o r m s  o f  t h o s e  w h o  a r e  
n o  l o n g e r  i n  o u r  w o r l d ,  a n d  i t  i s  b y  i t s  m e a n s  t h a t  a r e  
e f f e c t e d  t h o  m y s t e r i e s  o f  n e c r o m a n c y  w h i c h  a r e a s  r e a l  a s  

t h e y  a r e  d e n i e d .
T h e  C a b a l  i s  ts ,  w h o  h a v e  s p o k e n  o f  t h e  s p i r i t - w o r l d s ,  

h a v e  s i m p l y  r e l a t e d  w h a t  t h e y  h a v e  s e e n  i n  t h e i r  e v o c a 

t i o n s .
E l i p h a s  L e v i  Z a l i e d  ( t h e s e  H e b r e w  n a m e s  t r a n s l a t e d  

a r o  : A l p h o n s e  L o u i s  C o n s t a n t ) ,  w h o  w r i t e s  t h i s  b o o k ,  h a s  

e v o k e d  a n d  h e  h a s  s e e n .
L e t  u s  f i r s t  t e l l  w l ia t ,  t h e  m a s t e r s  h a v e  w r i t t e n  o f  t h e i r  

v i s i o n s  o r  i n t u i t i o n s  i n  w h a t  t h e y  c a l l  t h e  l i g h t  o f  g l o r y .
W e  r e a d  i u  t h e  H e b r e w  b o o k ,  “ T h e  R e v o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  

S o u l s , ” t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  s o u l s  o f  t h r e e  k i n d s  ; t h e  d a u g h t e r s  
o f  A d a m ,  t h e  d a u g h t e r s  o f  t h e  a n g e l s ,  a n d  t h e  d a u g h t e r s  
o f  s i n .  T h e r e  a r o  a l s o , ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  s a m e  b o o k ,  t h r e e  
k i n d s  o f  s p i r i t s  : c a p t i v e  s p i r i t s ,  w a n d e r i n g  s p i r i t s ,  a n d  
f r e e  s p i r i t s .  S o u l s  a r c  s e n t  i n  c o u p l e s .  T h e r e  a r e ,  h o w 
e v e r ,  s o u l s  o f  m e n  w h i c h  a r c  b o r n  s i n g l e ,  a n d  w h o s e  m a t e s  
a r e  h e l d  c a p t i v e  b y  L i l t l i  a n d  N ; m n a h ,  t h e  q u e e n s  o f  
S t r y g i s  t h e s e  a r e  t h e  s o u l s  w h i c h  h a v e  t o  m a k e  f u t u r e  
e x p i a t i o n s  f o r  t h e i r  r a s h n e s s ,  i n  a s s u m i n g  a  v o w  o f  c e l i b a c y .  
F o r  e x a m p l e ,  w h e n  a  m a n  r e n o u n c e s  f r o m  c h i l d h o o d  t h e  
l o v e  o f  w o m a n ,  h e  m a k e s  t h e  s p o u s e  w h o  w a s  d e s t i n e d  fo r  
h i m  t h e  s l a v e  o f  t h e  d e m o n s  o f  l u s t .  S o u l s  g r o w  a n d  
m u l t i p l y  i n  h e a v e n  a s  w e l l  a s  b o d i e s  u p o n  e a r t h .  T h e  
i m m a c u l a t e  s o u l s  a r e  t i n ;  o f f s p r i n g  o f  t h e  u n i o n  o f  t h o  

a n g e l s .  _ _
N o t h i n g  c a n  e n t e r  i n t o  H e a v e n ,  e x c e p t  t h a t  w h i c h  i s  o f  

H e a v e n .  A f t e r  d e a t h ,  t h e n ,  t h e  d i v i n e  s p i r i t  w h i c h  
a n i m a t e d  t h e  m a n ,  r e t u r n s  a l o n e  t o  H e a v e n ,  a n d  l e a v e s  
u p o n  e a r t h  a n d  i n  t h e  a t m o s p h e r e  t w o  c o r p s e s .  O n e  t e r r e s -  
t i a l  a n d  e l e m e n t a r y  ; t h o  o t h e r ,  a e r i a l  a n d  s i d e r e a l  ; t h e  
o n e  l i f e l e s s  a l r e a d y ,  t h e  o t h e r  s t i l l  a n i m a t e d  b y  t h e  u n i v e r 
s a l  m o v e m e n t  o f  t h e  s o u l  o f  t h e  w o r l d  ( A s t r a l  l i g h t ) ,  b u t  

d e s t i n e d  t o  d i e  g r a d u a l l y ,  a b s o r b e d  b y  t h e  A s t r a l  p o w e r s  
w h i c h  p r o d u c e d  i t .  T h e  e a r t h l y  c o r p s e  i s  v i s i b l e  : t h o  

o t h e r  i s  i n v i s i b l e  t o  t h e  e y e s  o f  t h e  t c r r c s t i a l  a n d  l i v i n g  
b o d y ,  a n d  c a n n o t  b e  p e r c e i v e d  e x c e p t  b y  t h e  i n f l u e n c e s  o f  
t h e  A s t r a l  o r  t r a n s l u c i d  l i g h t ,  w h i c h  c o m m u n i c a t e s  i t s  
i m p r e s s i o n s  t o  t h e  n e r v o u s  s y s t e m ,  a n d  t h u s  e f f e c t s  t h e  
o r g a n  o f  s i g h t ,  s o  a s  t o  n i a k o  i t  s e e  t h o  f o r m s  w h i c h  a r e  
p r e s e r v e d ,  a n d  t h e  w o r d s  w h i c h  a r c  w r i t t e n  i n  t h e  b o o k  o f  

v i t a l  l i f e .
W h e n  a  m a n  h a s  l i v e d  w e l l ,  t h e  a s t r a l  c o r p s e  o r  s p i r i t  

e v a p o r a t e s  l i k e  a  p u r e  i n c e n s e ,  a s  i t  m o u n t s  t o w a r d s  t h e  
h i g h e r  r e g i o n s  ; b u t ,  i f  m a n  h a s  l i v e d  i n  c r i m e ,  h i s  a s t r a l  
b o d y ,  w h i c h  h o l d s  h i m  p r i s o n e r ,  s e e k s  a g a i n  t h e  o b j e c t s
o f  p a s s i o n s ,  a n d  d e s i r e s  t o  r e s u m e  i t s  c o u r s e  o f  l i f e .  I t
t o r m e n t s  t h e  d r e a m s  o f  y o u n g  g i r l s ,  b a t h e s  i n  t h e  s t e a m
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o f  s p i l t  b l o o d ,  a n d  h o v e r s  n b o u t  t h e  p l a c e s  ' w h e r e  t h e  
p l e a s u r e s  o f  i t s  l i f e  f l i t t e d  b y  ; i t  w a t c h e s  c o n t i n u a l l y  o v e r  
t h e  t r e a s u r e s  w h i c h  i t  p o s s e s s e d  a n d  c o n c e a l e d  ; i t  e x 
h a u s t s  i t s e l f  i n  u n h a p p y  e f f o r t s  t o  m a k e  f o r  i t s e l f  m a t e r i a l  
o r g a n s  a n d  l i v e  e v e r m o r e .  B u t  t h e  s t a r s  a t t r a c t  a n d  
a b s o r b  i t  ; i t  f e e l s  i t s  i n t e l l i g e n c e  w e a k e n i n g ,  i t s  m e m o r y  
i s  g r a d u a l l y  l o s t ,  a l l  i t s  b e i n g  d i s s o l v e s .  . . i t s  o l d  v i c e s
a p p e a r  t o  i t  a s  i n c a r n a t i o n s ,  a n d  p u r s u e  i t  u n d e r  m o n 
s t r o u s  s h a p e s  ; t h e y  a t t a c k  a n d  d e v o u r .  . . T h e  u n h a p p y
w r e t c h  t h u s  l o s e s  s u c c e s s i v e l y  a l l  t h e  m e m b e r s  w h i c h  
s e r v e d  i t s  s i n f u l  a p p e t i t e s  ; t h e n  i t  d i e s  a  s e c o n d  t i m e  a n d  
f o r  e v e r ,  b e c a u s e  i t  t h e n  l o s e s  i t s  p e r s o n a l i t y  a n d  i t s  
m e m o r y .  S o u l s ,  w h i c h  a r c  d e s t i n e d  t o  l i v e ,  b u t  w h i c h  
a r e  n o t  y e t  e n t i r e l y  p u r i f i e d ,  r e m a i n  f o r  a  l o n g e r  o r  s h o r t e r  
t i m e  c a p t i v e s  i n  t h e  A s t r a l  b o d y ,  w h e r e  t h e y  a r e  r e f i n e d  
b y  t h e  o d i c  l i g h t  w h i c h  s e e k s  t o  a s s i m i l a t e  t h e m  t o  i t s e l f  
a n d  d i s s o l v e .  I t  i s  t o  r i d  t h e m s e l v e s  o f  t h i s  b o d y  t h a t  
s u f f e r i n g  s o u l s  s o m e t i m e s ,  e n t e r  t h e  b o d i e s  o f  l i v i n g  
p e r s o n s ,  a n d  r e m a i n  t h e r e  f o r  a  w h i l e  i n  a  s t a t e  w h i c h  t h e  
C a b a l i s t s  c a l l  E m b r y o n i c .

T h e s e  a r e  t h e  a e r i a l  p h a n t o m s  e v o k e d  b y  n e c r o m a n c y .  
T h e s e  a r e  t h e  l a r v a ; ,  s u b s t a n c e s  d e a d  o r  d y i n g ,  w i t h  w h i c h  
o n e  p l a c e s  h i m s e l f  i n  r a p p o r t ;  o r d i n a r i l y  t h e y  c a n n o t  s p e a k  
e x c e p t  b y  t h e  r i n g i n g  i n  o u r  c a r s ,  p r o d u c e d  b y  t h e  n e r v o u s  
q u i v e r i n g  o f  w h i c h  1 h a v e  s p o k e n ,  a n d  u s u a l l y  r e a s o n i n g  
o n l y  a s  t h e y  r e f l e c t  u p o n  o u r  t h o u g h t s  o r  d r e a m s .

B u t  t o  s e c  t h e s e  s t r a n g e  f o r m s  o n e  m u s t  p u t  h i m s e l f  in  
a n  e x c e p t i o n a l  c o n d i t i o n ,  p a r t a k i n g  a t  o n c e  o f  s l e e p  a n d  
d e a t h  ; t h a t  i s  t o  s a ) ' ,  o n e  m u s t  m a g n e t i z e  h i m s e l f  a n d  
r e a c h  a  k i n d  o f  l u c i d  a n d  w a k e f u l  s o m n a m b u l i s m .  N e c r o 
m a n c y ,  t h e n ,  o b t a i n s  r e a l  r e s u l t s ,  a n d  t h e  e v o c a t i o n s  o f  
m a g i c  a r c  c a p a b l e  o f  p r o d u c i n g  v e r i t a b l e  a p p a r i t i o n s .  W e  
h a v e  s a i d  t h a t  i n  t h e  g r e a t  m a g i c a l  a g e n t ,  w h i c h  i s  t h e  
A s t r a l  l i g h t ,  a r e  p r e s e r v e d  a l l  t h e  i m p r e s s i o n s  o f  t h i n g s ,  
a l l  t h e  i m a g e s  f o r m e d ,  c i t h e r  b y  t h e i r  r a y s  o r  b y  t h e i r  
r e f l e c t i o n s  ; i t  i s  i n  t h i s  l i g h t  t h a t  o u r  d r e a m s  a p p e a r  t o  

u s ,  i t  i s  t h i s  l i g h t  w h i c h  i n t o x i c a t e s  t h e  i n s a n e  a n d  s w e e p s  
a w a y  t h e i r  e n f e e b l e d  j u d g m e n t  i n t o  t h e  p u r s u i t  o f  t h e  
m o s t  f a n t a s t i c  p h a n t o m s .  T o  s e e  w i t h o u t  i l l u s i o n s  i n  t h i s  
l i g h t  i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  p u s h  a s i d e  t h e  r e f l e c t i o n s  b y  a  
p o w e r f u l  e f f o r t  o f  t h e  w i l l ,  a n d  d r a w  t o  o n e s e l f  o n l y  t h e  
r a y s .  T o  d r e a m  w a k i n g  i s  t o  s e e  i n  t h e  A s t r a l  l i g h t ;  a n d  
t h e  o r g i e s  o f  t h e  w i t c h e s  S a b b a t h ,  d e s c r i b e d  b y  so -  m a n y  
s o r c e r e r s  u p o n  t h e i r  c r i m i n a l  t r i a l s ,  d i d  n o t  p r e s e n t  t h e m 
s e l v e s  t o  t h e m  i n  a n y  o t h e r  m a n n e r .  O f t e n  t h e  p r e p a r a 
t i o n s  a n d  t h e  s u b s t a n c e s  e m p l o y e d  t o  a r r i v e  a t  t h i s  r e s u l t  
w e r e  h o r r i b l e ,  a s  w e  h a v e  s e e n  i n  t h e  c h a p t e r s  d e v o t e d  t o  
t h e  R i t u a l ; b u t  t h e  r e s u l t s  w e r e  n e v e r  d o u b t f u l .  T h i n g s  o f  
t h e  m o s t  a b o m i n a b l e ,  f a n t a s t i c ,  a n d  i m p o s s i b l e  d e s c r i p t i o n  
w e r e  s e e n ,  b e a r d  a n d  t o u c h e d .

I n  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  t h e  y e a r  1 8 5 4 ,  I  w e n t  t o  L o n d o n  t o  
e s c a p o  f r o m  c e r t a i n  f a m i l y  t r o u b l e s  a n d  g i v e  m y s e l f  u p ,  
w i t h o u t  i n t e r r u p t i o n ,  t o  s c i e n c e .  I  h a d  i n t r o d u c t o r y  l e t t e r s  
t o  e m i n e n t  p e r s o n s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  s u p e r n a t u r a l  m a n i f e s t a 
t i o n s .  I  s a w  s e v e r a l ,  a n d  f o u n d  i n  t h e m ,  c o m b i n e d  w i t h  
m u c h  p o l i t e n e s s ,  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  i n d i f f e r e n c e  o r  f r i v o l i t y .  
I m m e d i a t e l y  t h e y  d e m a n d e d  o f  m e  m i r a c l e s ,  a s  t h e y  w o u l d  
o f  a  c h a r l a t a n .  I  w a s  a  l i t t l e  d i s c o u r a g e d ,  f o r  t o  t e l l  t h e  
t r u t h ,  f a r  f r o m  b e i n g  d i s p o s e d  t o  i n i t i a t e  o t h e r s  i n t o  t h e  
m y s t e r i e s  o f  c e r e m o n i a l  m a g i c ,  I  h a v e  a l w a y s  d r e a d e d  f o r  
m y s e l f  t h e  i l l u s i o n s  a u d  f a t i g u e s  t h e r e o f ;  b e s i d e s ,  t h e s e  
c e r e m o n i e s  d e m a n d  m a t e r i a l s  a t  o n c e  e x p e n s i v e  a n d  h a r d  
t o  c o l l e c t  t o g e t h e r .  I ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  b u r i e d  m y s e l f  i n  t h e  s t u d y  
o f  t h e  H i g h  C a b a l a ,  a n d  t h o u g h t  n o  m o r e  o f  t h e  E n g l i s h  
a d e p t s  u n t i l  o n e  d a y ,  u p o n  e n t e r i n g  m y  l o d g i n g ,  I  f o u n d  a  
n o t e  w i t h  i n y  a d d r e s s .  T h i s  n o t e  c o n t a i n e d  t h e  h a l f  o f  a  
c a r d ,  c u t  i n  t w o ,  a n d  u p o n  w h i c h  I  r e c o g n i z e d ,  a t  o n c e ,  t h e  
c h a r a c t e r  o f  S o l o m o n ’s  S e a l  a n d  a  v e r y  s m a l l  b i t  o f  p a p e r ,  
u p o n  w h i c h  w a s  w r i t t e n  i n  p e n c i l  : “ T o - m o r r o w ,  a t  t h r e e  
o ’c l o c k ,  b e f o r e  W e s t m i n s t e r  A b b e y ,  t h e  o t h e r  h a l f  o f  t h i s  
c a r d  w i l l  b e  p r e s e n t e d  y o u . ” I  w e n t  t o  t h i s  s i n g u l a r  
r e n d e z v o u s .  A  c a r r i a g e  w a s  s t a n d i n g "  a t  t h e  p l a c e .  I  h e l d  
i n  m y  h a n d ,  w i t h  s e e m i n g  i n d i f f e r e n c e ,  m y  h a l f  o f  t h e  
c a r d  ; a  s e r v a n t  a p p r o a c h e d ,  a n d  o p e n i u g  t h e  c a r r i a g e  d o o r ,  
m a d e  m e  a  s i g n .  I n  t h e  c a r r i a g e  w a s  a  l a d y  i n  b l a c k ,  

> v h o s e  b o n n e t  w a s  c o v e r e d  w i t h  a  v e r y  t h i c k  v e i l ; s h e

b e c k o n e d  t o  m e  t o  t a k e  a  s e a t  b e s i d e  h e r ,  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  
s h o w i n g  m e  t h e  o t h e r  h a l f  o f  t h e  c a r d  w h i c h  I  h a i l  r e c e i v e d .  

T h e  f o o t m a n  c l o s e d  t h o  d o o r ,  t h e  c a r r i a g e  r o l l e d  a w a y ;  
a n d  t h e  l a d y  h a v i n g  r a i s e d  h e r  v e i l  1 [jcrceircil a  p e r s o n  
w h o s e  e y e s  w e r e  s p a r k l i n g  a n d  e x t r e m e l y  p i e r c i n g  i u  
e x p r e s s i o n .  “ S i r , ” s a i d  s h e  t o  m o ,  w i t h  a  v e r y  s t r o n g  
E n g l i s h  a c c e n t ,  “ I k n o w  t h a t  t h e  l a w  o f  s e c r e c y  i s  v e r y  
r i g o r o u s  a m o n g  a d e p t s ;  a  f r i e n d  o f  S i r  B n l w e r  L y t t o n ,  
w h o  h a s  s e e n  y o u ,  k n o w s  t h a t  e x p e r i m e n t s  h a v e  b e e n  
r e q u e s t e d  o f  y o u ,  a n d  t h a t  y o u  h a v e  r e f u s e d  t o  s a t i s f y  
t h e i r  c u r i o s i t y .  P e r h a p s  y o u  h a v e  n o t  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  
t h i n g s  : I  w i s h  t o  s h o w  y o u  a  c o m p l e t e  m a g i c  c a b i n e t ; 
b u t  I  d e m a n d  o f  y o u  i n  a d v a n c e  t h e  m o s t  i n v i o l a b l e  s e c r e c y .  
I f  y o u  d o  n o t  g i v o  t h i s  p r o m i s e  u p o n  y o u r  h o n o u r  I  s h a l l  
o r d e r  t h e  c o a c h m a n  t o  r e c o n d u c t  y o u  t o  y o u r  h o u s e . ” I  
p r o m i s e d  w h a t  w a s  r e q u i r e d ,  a n d  I  s h o w  m y  f i d e l i t y  i n  
m e n t i o n  i n g  n e i t h e r  t h e  n a m e ,  t h e  q u a l i t y ,  n o r  t h e  r e s i d e n c e  
o f  t h i s  l a d y ,  w h o m  1 s o o n  r e c o g n i z e d  a s  a n  i n i t i a t e ,  n o t  
p r e c i s e l y  o f  t h o  f i r s t  d e g r e e ,  b u t  o f  a  v e r y  h i g h  o n e .  W e  

h a d  s e v e i a l  l o n g  c o n v e r s a t i o n s ,  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  w h i c h  s h e  

c o n s t a n t l y  i n s i s t e d  u p o n  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  p r a c t i c a l  e x p e r i 
m e n t s  t o  c o m p l e t e  i n i t i a t i o n .  S h e  s h o w e d  m e  a  c o l l e c t i o n  
o f  m a g i c a l  r o b e s  a n d  i n s t r u m e n t s ,  e v e n  l e n t  m e  s o m o  
c u r i o u s  b o o k s  t h a t  I  n e e d e d ;  i n  s h o r t ,  s h e  d e c i d e d  t o  t r y  
a t  h e r  h o u s e  t h e  e x p e r i m e n t  o f  a  c o m p l e t e  e v o c a t i o n ,  f o r  
w h i c h  I  p r e p a r e d  m y s e l f  d u r i n g  t w e n t y - o n e  d a y s ,  b y  

t s c r u p u l o u s l y  o b s e r v i n g  t h e  p r a c t i c e s  i n d i c a t e d  i n  t h e  
X l l l t h  c h a p t e r  o f t h e  “ R i t u a l . ”

A l l  w a s  r e a d y  b y  t h e  2 - l t l i  o f  J u l y ;  o u r  p u r p o s e  w a s  t o  
e v o k e  t h e  p h a n t o m  o f  t h e  D i v i n e  A p o l l o n i u s  a n d  i n t e r r o 
g a t e  h i m  a s  t o  t w o  s e c r e t s ,  o f  w h i e h  o n e  c o n c e r n e d  m y s e l f  
a n d  t h e  o t h e r  i n t e r e s t e d  t h i s  l a d y .  S h e  h a d  a t  f i r s t  
i n t e n d e d  t o  a s s i s t  a t  t h e  e v o c a t i o n ,  w i t h  a n  i n t i m a t e  
f r i e n d  ; b u t  a t  t h e  l a s t  m o m e n t ,  t h i s  l a d y ’s  c o u r a g e  f a i l e d ,  
a n d ,  a s  t h r e e  p e r s o n s  o r  o n e  a r e  s t r i c t l y  r e q u i r e d  f o r  
m a g i c a l  r i t e s ,  I  w a s  l e f t  a l o n e .  T h e  c a b i n e t  p r e p a r e d  f o r  
t h e  e v o c a t i o n  w a s  a r r a n g e d  i n  t h e  s m a l l  t o w e r ,  f o u r  
c o n c a v e  m i r r o r s  w e r e  p r o p e r l y  d i s p o s e d ,  a n d  t h e r e  w a s  a  
s o r t  o f  a l t a r ,  w h o s e  w h i t e  m a r b l e  t o p  w a s  s u r r o u n d e d  b y  
a  c h a i n  o f  m a g n e t i z e d  i r o n .  U p o n  t h e  w h i t e  m a r b l e  w a s  
c h i s e l l e d  a n d  g i l d e d  t h e  s i g n  o f  t h e  P e n t a g r a m  ; a n d  t h e  
s a m e  s i g n  w a s  t r a c e d  i n  d i f f e r e n t  c o l o u r s  u p o n  a  f r e s h  w h i t e  
l a m b s k i n ,  w h i c h  w a s  s p r e a d  u n d e r  t h e  a l t a r .  I n  t h e  
c e n t r e  o f  t h e  m a r b l e  s l a b ,  t h e r e  w a s  a  l i t t l e  b r a z i e r  o f  c o p p e r ,  
c o n t a i n i n g  c h a r c o a l  o f  e l m  a n d  l a u r e l  w o o d ;  a n o t h e r  
b r a z i e r  w a s  p l a c e d  b e f o r e  m e ,  o n  a  t r i p o d .  I  w a s  c l o t h e d  i n  
a  w h i t e  r o b e ,  s o m e t h i n g  l i k e  t h o s e  u s e d  b y  o u r  C a t h o l i c  
p r i e s t s ,  b u t  l o n g e r  a n d  m o r e  f u l l ,  a n d  1 w o r e  u p o n  m y  
h e a d  a  c r o w n  o f  v e r b e n a  l e a v e s  i n t e r w o v e n  i n  a  g o l d e n  
c h a i n .  I n  o n e  h a n d  I  h e l d  a  n a k e d  s w o r d ,  a n d  i n  a n o t h e r  

t h e  R i t u a l .  I  l i g h t e d  t h e  t w o  f i r e s ,  w i t h  t h e  s u b s t a n c e s  
r e q u i s i t e  a n d  p r e p a r e d ,  a n d  I  b e g a n  a t  f i r s t  i n  a  l o w  v o i c e ,  
t h e n  l o u d e r  b y  d e g r e e s ,  t h e  i n v o c a t i o n s  o f  t h e  R i t u a l .  
T h e  s m o k e  s p r e a d ,  t h e  f l a m e  f l i c k e r e d  a n d  m a d e  t o  d a n c e  
a l l  t h e  o b j e c t s  i t  l i g h t e d ,  t h e n  w e n t  o u t .  T h e  s m o k e  r o s e  
w h i t e  a n d  s l o w  f r o m  t h e  m a r b l e  a l t a r .  I t  s e e m e d  t o  m e  
a s  i f  I  h a d  d e t e c t e d  a  s l i g h t  s h o c k  o f  e a r t h q u a k e ,  m y  
e a r s  r a n g  a n d  m y  h e a r t  b e a t  r a p i d l y .  I  a d d e d  s o m e  t w i g s  
a m i  p e r f u m e s  t o  t h e  b r a z i e r s ,  a n d  w h e n  t h e  f l a m e  r o s e ,  I  

s a w  d i s t i n c t l y ,  b e f o r e  t h e  a l t a r ,  a  h u m a n  f i g u r e ,  l a r g e r  
t h a n  l i f e  s i z e ,  w h i c h  d e c o m p o s e d  a n d  m e l t e d  a w a y .  I  
r e - c o m m e n c e d  t h o  e v o c a t i o n s ,  a n d  p l a c e d  m y s e l f  i n  a  c i r c l e  
w h i c h  1 h a d  t r a c e d  i n  a d v a n c e  o f  t h e  c e r e m o n y  b e t w e e n  
t h e  a l t a r  a n d  t h e  t r i p o d  ; I  s a w  t h e n  t h e  d i s h  o f  t h e  
m i r r o r  f a c i n g  m e ,  a n d  b e h i n d  t h e  a l t a r  b e c a m e  i l l u m i n a t e d  
b y  d e g r e e s ,  a n d  a  w h i t i s h  f o r m  t h e r e  d e v e l o p e d  i t s e l f ,  
e n l a r g i n g  a n d  s e e m i n g  t o  a p p r o a c h  l i t t l e  b y  l i t t l e .  I  c a l l e d  
t h r e e  t i m e s  u p o n  A p o l l o n i u s ,  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  c l o s i n g  m y  
e y e s  ; a n d ,  w h e n  1 r e - o p o n c d  t h e m ,  a  m a n  w a s  b e f o r e  m e ,  
c o m p l e t e l y  e n v e l o p e d  i n  a  s h r o u d ,  w h i c h  s e e m e d  t o  m e  
r a t h e r  g r a y  t h a n  w h i t e ;  h i s  f a c e  w a s  t h i n ,  s a d  a n d  b e a r d 
l e s s ,  w h i c h  d i d  n o t  s e e m  t o  c o n v e y  t o  m e  t h e  i d e a  w h i c h  I  
h a d  p r e v i o u s l y  f o r m e d  o f  A p o l l o n i u s .  I  e x p e r i e n c e d  a  
s e n s a t i o n  o f  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  c o l d ,  a n d  w h e n  1 o p e n e d  m y  
m o u t h  t o  q u e s t i o n  t h e  p h a n t o m ,  i t  w a s  i m p o s s i b l e  f o r  m e  

t o  a r t i c u l a t e  a  s o u n d ,  I  t h e n  p u t  m y  h a n d  u p o n  t h e  s i g n



o f  I b c  P e n t a g r a m ,  a n d  I  d i r e c t e d  t o w a r d s  l i i m  t l i e  p o i n t  
o f  t l i e  s w o r d ,  c o m m a n d i n g  l i i m  m e n t a l ] ) '  b y  t h a t  . s ig n ,  n o t  
t o  f r i g h t e n  m e  b l i t ,  t o  o b e y .  T h e n  t h e  f o r m  b e c a m e  
c o n f u s e d ,  a ,ml s u d d e n l y  d i s a p p e a r e d .  I c o m m a n d e d  it, t o  
r e a p p e a r ;  u p o n  w h i c h  1 f e l t  p a s s  n e a r  m e ,  l i k e  a  b r e a t h ,  
a n d  s o m e t h i n g  h a v i n g  t o u c h e d  t h e  h a n d  w h i c h  t o u c h e d  
I h e  s w o r d ,  1 f e l t  m y  a r m  i n s t a n t l y  s t i f f e m d ,  a s  fa r  
a s  t h e  s h o u l d e r .  J t h o u g h t  I  u n d e r s t o o d  t h a t  t h i s  
s w o r d  o f f e n d e d  t h e  s p i r i t ,  a n d  J p l a n t e d  i t  b y  t h e  
p o i n t  i n  t h e  c i r c l e  n e a r  m e .  T h e  h u m a n  f i g u r e  
t h e n  r e - a p p e a r e d ,  b u t  I  f e l t  s u c h  a  w e a k n e s s  in  m y  
l i m b s ,  a n d  s u c h  a  s u d d e n  e x h a u s t i o n  s e i z e  b o l d  o f  m e ,  t h a t  
I  t o o k  a  c o u p l e  o f  s t e p s  t o  s e a t ,  m y s e l f .  A s  s o o n  a s  1 w a s  
i n  m y  c h a i r ,  I  f e l l  i n  a  p r o f o u n d  s l u m b e r ,  a c c o m p a n i e d  b y  

d r e a m s ,  o f  w h i c h ,  u p o n  r e t u r n i n g  t o  m y s e l f ,  1 h a d  o n l y  a  
v a g u e  a n d  c o n f u s e d  r e m e m b r a n c e .  F o r  s e v e r a l  d a y s  m y  
a r m  w a s  s t i f f  a n d  p a i n f u l .  T h e  a p p a r i t i o n  h a d  n o t  s p o k e n  
t o  m e ,  b u t  i t  s e e m e d  t h a t  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  w h i c h  T w i s h e d  
t o  a s k  i t ,  a n s w e r e d  t h e m s e l v e s  in  m y  m i n d .  T o  t h a t  o f  
t h e  l a d y ,  a n  i n t e r i o r  v o i c e  r e p l i e d  i n  m e ,  “ D e a d  !” ( i t  
c o n c e r n e d  a  m a n  o f  w h o m  s h e  w i s h e d  t o  h a v e  s o m e  
i n t e l l i g e n c e . )  A s  t o  m y s e l f  I  w i s h e d  t o  k n o w ,  i f  r e c o n c i l i a 
t i o n  a n d  p a r d o n  w o u l d  b e  p o s s i b l e  b e t w e e n  t w o  p e r s o n s ,  
o f  w h o m  I  t h o u g h t ,  a n d  t h e  s a m e  i n t e r i o r  e c h o  p i t i l e s s l y  
a n s w e r e d ,  “ D e a d  !’’

I  r e l a t e  t h e s e  f a c t s  e x a c t l y  a s  t h e y  h a p p e n e d ,  n o t  
f o r c i n g  t h e m  u p o n  t b e  f a i t h  o f  a n y  o n e .  T h e  c f f e e t  o f  
t h i s  f i r s t  e x p e r i m e n t  u p o n  m e  w a s  s o m e t h i n g  i n e x p l i c a b l e .
I  w a s  n o  l o n g e r  t h e  s a m e  m a n .......................................................

I  t w i c e  r e p e a t e d ,  i n  t b e  c o u r s e  o f  a  f e w  d a y s ,  t h e  s a m e  
e x p e r i m e n t .  T h e  r e s u l t ,  o f  t h e s e  t w o  o t h e r  e v o c a t i o n s  

w a s  t o  r e v e a l  t o  m e  t w o  C a b a l i s t i c  s e c r e t s ,  w h i c h  m i g h t ,  i f  
t h e y  w e r e  k n o w n  b y  e v e r y  o n e ,  c h a n g e  i n  a  s h o r t  t i m e  t h e  

f o u n d a t i o n s  a ,ml l a w s  o f  t l i e  w h o l e  o f  S o c i e t y .  . . .  1
w i l l  n o t  e x p l a i n  b y  w h a t  p h y s i o l o g i c a l  l a w s ,  I  s a w  a n d  
t o u c h e d  ; 1 s i m p l y  a s s e r t ,  t h a t  I  d i d  s e e  a n d  t o u c h ,  t h a t  
I  s a w  c l e a r l y  a n d  d i s t i n c t l y ,  w i t h o u t  d r e a m i n g ,  a n d  t h a t  
i s  e n o u g h  t o  p r o v e  t h e  e f f i c a c y  o f  m a g i c  c e r e m o n i e s .  . . .

I  w i l l  n o t  c l o s e  t h i s  c h a p t e r  w i t h o u t  n o t i c i n g  t h e  
c u r i o u s  b e l i e f s  o f  c e r t a i n  C a b a l i s t s ,  w h o  d i s t i n g u i s h  
a p p a r e n t  f r o m  r e a l  d e a t h ,  a n d  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e y  s e l d o m  
o c c u r  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  t l i e i r  s t o r y ,  t h e  g r e a t 
e s t  p a r t  o f  p e r s o n s  b u r i e d  a r e  a l i v e ,  a n d  m a n y  o t h e r s ,  
w h o m  w e  t h i n k  l i v i n g ,  a r e  i n  f a c t  d e a d .  I n c u r a b l e  i n 
s a n i t y ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  w o u l d  b e ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e m ,  a n  i n 
c o m p l e t e  b u t  r e a l  d e a t h ,  w h i c h  l e a v e s  t l i e  e a r t h l y  b o d y  
u n d e r  t h e  e x c l u s i v e  i n s t i n c t i v e  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  a s t r a l  o r  
s i d e r e a l  b o d } ' .  W h e n  t h e  h u m a n  s o u l  e x p e r i e n c e s  a  s h o c k  
t o o  v i o l e n t  f o r  i t  t o  b e a r ,  i t  w o u l d  s e p a r a t e  i t s e l f  f r o m  
t h e  b o d y  a n d  l e a v e  i n  i t s  p l a c e  t h e  a n i m a l  s o u l ,  o r ,  i n  
o t h e r  w o r d s ,  t h e  a s t r a l  b o d y  ; w h i c h  m a k e s  o f  t h e  h u m a n  
w r e c k  s o m e t h i n g  i n  one .  s e n s e  l e s s  l i v i n g  t h a n  e v e n  a n  

a n i m a l .  D e a d  p e r s o n s  o f  t h i s  k i n d  c a n  b e  e a s i l y  r a c o g u i z -  
e d  b y  t h e  c o m p l e t e  e x t i n c t i o n  o f  t h e  a f f e c t i o n a l  a n d  m o r a l  
s e n s e s  ; t h e y  a r c  r . o t  b a d ,  t h e y  a r e  n o t  g o o d ; t h e y  a r e  
d e a d .  T h e s e  b e i n g s ,  w h o  a r e  t h e  p o i s o n o u s  m u s h r o o m s  
o f  t h e  h u m a n  s p e c i e s ,  a b s o r b  a s  m u c h  a s  t h e y  c a n  o f  t h e  
v i t a l i t y  o f  t h e  l i v i n g  ; t h a t  i s  w h y  t h e i r  a p p r o a c h  p a r a 
l y z e s  t h e  s o u l ,  a n d  s e n d s  a  c h i l l  t o  t h e  h e a r t .  T h e s e  
c o r p s e - l i k e  b e i n g s  p r o v e  a l l  t h a t  h a s  e v e r  b e e n  s a i d  o f  t h e  
v a m p i r e s ,  t h o s e  d r e a d f u l  c r e a t u r e s  w h o  r i s e  a t  n i g h t  a n d  
s u c k  t h e  b l o o d  f r o m  t h e  h e a l t h y  b o d i e s  o f  s l e e p i n g  p e r s o n s .  

A r e  t h e r e  n o t  s o m e  b e i n g s  i n  w h o s e  p r e s e n c e  o n e  f e e l s  l e s s  
i n t e l l i g e n t ,  l e s s  g o o d ,  o f t e n  e v e n  l e s s  h o n e s t ?  D o e s  n o t  
t h e i r  a p p r o a c h  q u e n c h  a l l  f a i t h  a n d  e n t h u s i a s m ,  a n d  d o  
t h e y  n o t  b i n d  y o u  t o  t h e m  b y  y o u r  w e a k n e s s e s ,  a n d  e n 
s l a v e  y o u  b y  y o u r  e v i l  i n c l i n a t i o n s ,  a n d  m a k e  y o u  g r a d u 
a l l y  l o s e  a l l  m o r a l  s e n s e  i n  a  c o n s t a n t  t o r t u r e  ?

T h e s e  a r c  t h e  d e a d  w h o m  w e  t a k e  f o r  l i v i n g  p e r s o n s  ; 
t h e s e  a r c  t h e  v a m p i r e s  w h o m  w e  m i s t a k e  f o r  f r i e n d s !

K n r r o n ’s N o t e ..— S o lit t le  is k n o w n  in  m o d e rn  t im es  o f  
A nc i tn l .  M ag ic ,  its  inclining, liistor}’, capabil i t ies ,  l i te ra tu re ,  
m’epis , nnd result.0, tlmt. we ennnot nllow w h a t  p recedes  to go  
o u t ,  w i l l io u tn  few w ords  o f  ex p lana t ion .  T h e  c e rem o n ie s  mid 
p a rap h e rn a l ia  so m in u te ly  described by L ev i ,  a re  calcu la ted  und

w ere  in tended  lo decc ive  th e  superficial render.  F o rced  by  au 
ir res is tib le  i in p i ih e  to w r i te  wliat. lie know, b u t  fearing to be 
d a ngerous ly  ex p l ic i t ,  in tb is  instance,  as e v e ry w h e re  th ro u g h 
o u t  bis works,  be  m agnifies u n im p o r tan t  deta i ls  and slurs over 
th in g s  o f  {rrenter m om en t .  T ru e ,  O r ien ta l  O ccu l t is ts  need no 
prepara t ion ,  no c o s tu m es ,  appara tus ,  coronets  o r  war- like  
weapons ; for  these  a p p e r ta in  lo the  J e w i s h  Ivnbaln, which 
bears ihe sam e re la tion  to i ts  s im ple  Chaldean p ro to ty p e  as the  
cerem onious observances o f  the  Romish C h u rch ,  lo the  s im ple  
w o rsh ip  of Cbri.-l Mid bis apostles. In  the bauds o f  the  t ru e  
a d e p t s  o f  (be Kast, a s im ple  wand o f  bamboo, w ilh  snveii joints,  
supp lem en ted  by (h e ir  ineffable wisdom and indom itab le  w il l
power,  suffices to ev o k e  sp i r i t s  and produce the  m irac les  a u th e n 
t icated by tbe  tes t im ony  of a c loud of unpre jud iced  w itnesses.  
A t  th is  seance o f  L e v i ’s, upon the  re -appearance  o f  the  
phan tom , the  d a r in g  in v es t ig a to r  saw and heard  th in g s  w h ic h ,  in 
h is  accoun t  o f  the first, t r ia l ,  a re  ■wholly suppressed ,  a n d  iu th a t  
o f  (lie o th e rs  m ere ly  h in te d  nt. W e  know  th is  from  au th o r i t ie s  
n o t  to be  quest ioned.
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I n  a n  a r t i c l e  w h i c h  a p p e a r e d  i n  t h e  “ T h k o s o p h i s t ” o f
t h e  m o n t h  o f  A u g u s t ,  1 8 8 2 ,  M r .  W .  R .  F r i n k  o f  S a l t  L a k e• i
C i t y ,  U .  S .  A m e r i c a ,  a s k s  t h e  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  t h e  J a p a n e s e  
l i n g i c  m i r r o r s  ; h e r e w i t h  i s  w h a t  I  h a v e  f o u n d  i n  a  p a m p h 
l e t  p u b l i s h e d  a t  A m s t e r d a m  :—

“ T h e s e  m i r r o r s  a r c  c u r i o u s  b e c a u s e  w h e n  a  r a y  o f  s u n 
l i g h t  r e f l e c t e d  b y  t h e i r  s u r f a c e  i s  r e c e i v e d  o n  a  w h i t e  
s c r e e n ,  o n e  s e e s  i n  t h e  f i g u r e  w h i c h  a p p e a r s  t h e r e  t h e  r e 
p r o d u c t i o n  o f  t h e  f o r m s  i n  r e l i e f  p l a c e d  a t  t h e  b a c k  o f  t h e  

m i r r o r .  .
“  F o r  a  l o n g  t i m e ,  n o  o n e  w a s  a b l e  t o  f i n d  o u t  t o  w h a t  

c a u s e  t h e s e  s i n g u l a r  e f f e c t s  w e r e  d u e  ; a n d  s e v e r a l  
h y p o t h e s i s  w e r e  p u b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  ' A n n a l e s  d e  C h i i n i e  e t  

d e  P h y s i q u e ’ f o r  t h e  m o n t h  o f  M a y  1 8 8 0 .  T h e r e  a r e  t w o  
k i n d s  o f  t h e s e  m i r r o r s ;  o n e  o f  w h i c h  m u s t  b e  h e a t e d  i n  
o r d e r  t o  o b t a i n  t h e  r e q u i r e d  e f f e c t ,  w h i l e  f o r  t h e  o t h e r  
t h i s  p r e c a u t i o n  i s  n o t  n e e d e d .

“ B e r t i n  a n d  D u b o s q  t r i e d  t o  r e p r o d u c e  t h e s e  m i r r o r s ,  
a n d  f o r  t h i s  p u r p o s e  e m p l o y e d  o r d i n a r y  b r o n z e ,  t h e  s u r f a c e  
o f  w h i c h  ( a f t e r  b e i n g  p o l i s h e d )  w a s  c o v e r e d  w i t h  n i c k e l .  
T h e s e  m i r r o r s  b e i n g  h e a t e d  g i v e  a  v e r y  d i s t i n c t  r e p r o d u c 
t i o n  o f  t h e  f i g u r e s  m a d e  o n  t h e i r  b a c k s ,  b u t  l o s e  a l m o s t  
e n t i r e l y  t h i s  p o w e r  w h e n  l e f t  t o  c o o l .  S o m e  R o m a n  
c h a r a c t e r s  e n g r a v e d  o n  t h e  b a c k  o f  a  J a p a n e s e  m i r r o r ,  
b e s i d e  s o m e  C h i n e s e  c h a r a c t e r s  i n  r e l i e f ,  a p p e a r  i n  t h e  
p r o j e c t e d  i m a g e  a s  b l a c k ,  b u t  t h e  C h i n e s e  o n e s  i n  w h i t e  

a s  u s u a l .  S o m e  p l a t e s  s i l v e r e d  a n d  o t h e r s  c o v e r e d  [ r o l l e d  ?] 
w i t h  s i l v e r  d i d  n o t  g i v e  t h e  d e s i r e d  r e s u l t ,  b e c a u s e  t h o  
s u r f a c e  c a n n o t  b e  s u f f i c i e n t l y  p o l i s h e d .  A s  i t  i s  v e r y  
d i f f i c u l t  t o  h e a t  t h e s e  m i r r o r s  e q u a l l y  a l l  o v e r ,  B e r t i n  a n d  

D u b o s q  t r i e d  i f  b y  m e a n s  o f  a  s t r o n g  p r e s s u r e  i t  w o u l d  b e  
p o s s i b l e  t o  o b t a i n  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  d e p r e s s i o n s .  T h e  t r u e  

e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  t h e  s e e m i n g l y  m a g i c a l  p h e n o m e n o n  i s  t h a t  
i t  i s  o w i n g  t o  t h e  m e t a l  b e i n g  v e r y  t h i n ,  a n d  i n  t h e  p o l i s h i n g  
s o m e  v e r y  s l i g h t  d e p r e s s i o n s  a i e  i n v i s i b l e  t o  t h e  n a k e d  
e y e ,  p r o d u c e d ,  w h i c h  c h a n g e  t h e  m o d e  o f  r e f r a c t i o n  o f  t h e  
s o l a r  Tays a n d  t r a c e  i n  t h e  p r o j e c t e d  i m a g e  t h e  t h i c k e s t  
p a r t s  ( C h i n e s e  c h a r a c t e r s )  o f  t h a t  w h i c h  i s  o n  t h e  b a c k  

o f  t h e  m i r r o r .
“ F i n a l l y ,  D u b o s q  m a d e  a  c o p p e r  b o x ,  o f  w h i c h  t h e  

m i r r o r  f o r m e d  t h e  l i d ,  w h i l e  b y  m e a n s  o f  a  f o r c i n g  p u m p  

a n d  a  g u t t a - p e r c h a  p i p e  a i r  w a s  c o n c e n t r a t e d  i n  i t .  U n d e r  
a  p r e s s u r e  o f  t w o  a t m o s p h e r e s  o n e  o b t a i n s  w i t h  t h e  
J a p a n e s e  m i r r o r s  a n d  t h e i r  i m i t a t i o n s  r e f l e c t e d  f i g u r e s  a s  
c l e a r  a s  t h o s e  o b t a i n e d  b y  t h e  a i d  o f  h e a t .  T h e  r e s u l t  i s  s t i l l  
m o r e  s t r i k i n g  w h e n  t h e  f i g u r e s  e n g r a v e d  o n  t h e  b a c k  ar®  
s u r r o u n d e d  b y  f i g u r e s  i n  r e l i e f  ; t h e  e n g r a v e d  o n e s  a r e  
t h e n  r e p r o d u c e d  i n  b l a c k  a n d  t h o s e  i n  r e l i e f  i n  w h i t e .  A  
s t r o n g  l i g h t  i s  a b s o l u t e l y  r e q u i r e d ,  s u c h  a s  t h e  l i g h t  o f  t h e  
s u n  o r  t h a t  o f  b u r n i n g  c a l c i u m  ; g a s  l i g h t  i s  t o o  w e a k . ”

T h i s  i s  a  f a i t h f u l  t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  t h e  a r t i c l e  I  h a v e  f o u n d  
a n d  I  h a s t e n  t o  p l a c e  i t  a t  y o u r  d i s p o s a l  t o  u s e  a s  y o u  

t h i n k  b e s t .
I s l a n d  o f  J a v a ,  N o v e m b e r  1 8 8 2 ,
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T h e  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  f r o m  a n  e s t e e m e d  b r o t h e r ,  Mi-.  
V e l a y u d a m  M u d a l l i a r ,  F . T . S . ,  T a m i l  P a n d i t  i n  t h e  M a d r a s  
P r e s i d e n c y  C o l l e g e ,  w h i c h  a p p e a r e d  i n  t h e  T h k o s o i ' I - u s t  
f o r  J u l y  l a s t ,  h a s  b e e n  e x c e p t e d  t o  b y  M r .  N .  C h i d a m b a r a m  
I y e r ,  o f  T r i v a d i ,  M a d r a s  P r e s i d e n c y ,  w h o  s e n d s  u s  h i s  
c r i t i c i s m s  t h e r e u p o n ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  a j o i n t  r e p l y  t o  c e r t a i n  
q u e s t i o n s  o f  l i i s  a d d r e s s e d  t o  a  w e l l - k n o w n  Chela, o r  p u p i l ,  
o f  t h e  l a t e  R a m a l i n g a m  S w a m i .  T h e  g e n t l e m a n  s a y s ,  in  
a  p r i v a t e  n o t e  t o  u s ,  t h a t  h e  h a s  “ t h e  g r e a t e s t  r e s j ^ e c t  f o r  
t h e  A d e p t  B r o t h e r s ,  f o r  t h e  F o u n d e r s  o f  t h e  T h e o s o p h i c a l  

S o c i e t y ,  a n d  f o r  R a m a l i n g a m  h i m s e l f ,  w h o  w a s  110 d o u b t  a  

g r e a t  m a n  i n  h i s  o w n  w a y . ”  H e  f u l l y  b e l i e v e s  i n  t l i e  
e x i s t e n c e  o f  t h e  B r o t h e r s ,  a n d  a p p r e c i a t e s  t h e  w o r k  
d o n e  b y  o u r  S o c i e t y  “ i n  s o  f a r  a s  i t  t e n d s  t o  
a w a k e n  i n  t h e  m i n d s  o f  t h e  H i n d u s  a  r e s p e c t  
f o r  t h e  w i s d o m  a n d  l e a r n i n g s  o f  t h e i r  e m i n e n t  
a n c e s t o r s . ”  S o  fa r ,  w e l l  ; b u t  h a v i n g  t h u s  w r e a t h e d  h i s  
r a p i e r  w i t h  f l o w e r s  l i e  t h e n  m a k e s  a  l u n g e  w i t h  i t  a t  
t h e  F o u n d e r s ’ r i b s .  “ B u t ,  I  d o  n o t  a t  a l l  a p p r o v e / ’ s a y s  
h e ,  “ e i t h e r  t h e i r  indirect attempts  t o  s p r e a d  B u d d h i s m  

i n  t h e  l a n d  o f  t h e  H i n d u s ,  o r  t h e  a p a t h y  w i t h  w h i c h  t h e  
e l i t e  o f  t h e  H i n d u  c o m m u n i t y  v i e w  t h e  e v i l  t h a t  
t h r e a t e n s  t o  s e r i o u s l y  i n j u r e  t h e  r e l i g i o n  o f  t h e i r  f o r e 
f a t h e r s . ”  T h i s — i f  w e  m a y  b e  p a r d o n e d  t h e  l i b e r t y  o f  
s a y i n g  s o — i s  r h e t o r i c a l  n o n s e n s e .  T h e  p u b l i c  d i s c o u r s e s  
a n d  p r i v a t e  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  o f  C o l o n e l  O l c o t t  i n  I n d i a  w i l l  
b e  s c r u t i n i s e d  i n  v a i n  f o r  t h e  s l i g h t e s t  e v i d e n c e  u p o n  
w h i c h  t l i o  c h a r g e  o f  B u d d h i s t i c  p r o p a g a n d i s m  c o u l d  b e  
b a s e d .  T h a t  w o r k  i s  c o n f i n e d  t o  C e y l o n .  H i s  a d d r e s s e s  
t o  H i n d u s  h a v e  s o  f a i t h f u l l y  m i r r o r e d  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  a n d  
m o r a l  s e n t i m e n t s  a n d  a s p i r a t i o n s  o f  t h e  p e o p l e ,  t h a t  t h e y  
h a v e  b e e n  v o l u n t a r i l y  t r a n s l a t e d  b y  H i n d u s  i n t o  v a r i o u s  
I n d i a n  v e r n a c u l a r s ,  p u b l i s h e d  b y  t h e m  a t  t h e i r  o w n  c o s t ,  
a n d  c i r c u l a t e d  a l l  o v e r  t h e  P e n i n s u l a .  T h e y  h a v e - — a s  

a b u n d a n t  p u b l i s h e d  n a t i v e  t e s t i m o n y  p r o v e s — s t i m u l a t e d  
a  f e r v i d  l o v e  f o r  I n d i a  a n d  h e r  g l o r i o u s  A r y a n  p a s t ,  a n d  
b e g u n  t o  r e v i v e  t h e  t a s t e  f o r  S a n s k r i t  l i t e r a t u r e .  A s  f o r  
t h e  t o n e  o f  t h i s  m a g a z i n e ,  i t  s p e a k s  f o r  i t s e l f .  T a k e  t h e  
t h i r t y - n i n e  n u m b e r s  t h u s  f a r  i s s u e d ,  a n d  c o u n t  t h e  a r t i c l e s  
u p o n  B u d d h i s m  i n  c o m p a r i s o n  w i t h  t h o s e  u p o n  H i n d u i s m ,  

a n d  i t  w i l l  b e  f o u n d  t h a t  w h i l e  c o n f e s s e d l y  a n  e s o t e r i c  
B u d d h i s t ,  y e t  t h e  E d i t o r  h a s  t a k e n  g r e a t  p a i n s  t o  a v o i d  
a n y t h i n g  w h i c h  m i g h t  l o o k  l i k e  a n  I n d i a n  p r o p a g a n d i s m  o t  
t h a t  p h i l o s o p h y .  F o r  t w o  y e a r s  o u r  C o l o m b o  B r a n c h  h a s  
b e e n  p u b l i s h i n g  a  w e e k l y  p a p e r — t h e  Sarasavi Sandaresa—  
i n  a d v o c a c y  o f  B u d d h i s m ,  y e t  w e  h a v e  c a r e f u l l y  a b s t a i n e d  
f r o m  q u o t i n g  i t s  a r t i c l e s  l e s t  w e  m i g h t  d e p a r t  f r o m  o u r  
r u l e  o f  s t r i c t  i m p a r t i a l i t y .  N o ,  t h i s  c h a r g e  m u s t  b o  
a s c r i b e d  t o  t h a t  o r t h o d o x  p r e j u d i c e  w h i c h ,  u n d e r  e v e r y  
p h a s e  o f  r e l i g i o n ,  b e g e t s  i n t o l e r a n c e  a n d  r u n s  i n t o  p e r s e c u 
t i o n .  I t  m a y  a m u s e  o u r  c r i t i c  t o  l e a r n  t h a t  s o m e  n a r r o w 
m i n d e d  B u d d h i s t  b i g o t s  i n  C e y l o n  r e g a r d  C o l o n e l  O l c o t t  
a s  s c h e m i n g  t o  b r e a k  d o w n  o r t h o d o x  B u d d h i s m  b y  g r a d u 
a l l y  i n t r o d u c i n g  H i n d u  i d e a s  a b o u t  t h e  S o u l ,  a n d  h o  w a s  
p u b l i c l y  c a l l e d  t o  a c c o u n t  b e c a u s e  w e  u s e  t h e  m y s t i c  
s y l l a b l e  O m  011 o u t  S o c i e t y  d o c u m e n t s  a n d  c a l l  o u r s e l v e s  
T / i e o - s o p h i s t s  ! S o ,  t o o ,  a n  e m i n e n t  M u s s a l m a n  g e n t l e m a n  
a m o n g  o u r  F e l l o w s  w a s  s o u n d l y  r a t e d  b y  h i s  s t i l l  m o r e  
d i s t i n g u i s h e d  b r o t h e r ,  b e c a u s e  l i e  h a d  j o i n e d  a  b o d y  o f  
p e r s o n s  b a n d e d  t o g e t h e r  t o  A r y a n i s e  I s l a m  ! ”

F o l l o w i n g  i s  t h e  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  s e n t  u s  b y  M r .  C h i d a m 
b a r a m  ; t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  r e j o i n d e r  o f  M r .  V e l a y u d h a m ,  t o  
w h o m  w e  s u b m i t t e d  i t  f o r  c o m m e n t .  I t  s c a r c e l y  p r o v e s  
t h e  f o r m e r ’s  c a s e ,  b u t  s t i l l ,  d e s p i t e  i t s  l e n g t h ,  w e  m a k e  p l a c e  
f o r  i t  t o  g i v e  b o t h  s i d e s  t h e  c h a n c e  t o  b e  h e a r d . — E d .

THK CORRESPONDENCE.
T h i v a d i , J u l y  2 7 ,  1 8 8 2 .

“  M y  d e a r  fr ie tn l ,

A  c e r t a i n  g e n t l e m a n  l ia s  r e c e n t l y  p u b l i s h e d  c c r t a i n  s t a t e m e n t s  
n b o u t  y o u r  c e l e b r a t e d  G u r u  I l a i n i i l i n g a m  P i l l u i  w h i c h  I  a m  
s l o w  t o  b e l i e v e  ns  b e i n g  w h o l l y  c o r r e c t ,  n iu l  w h i c h  I  k n o w  
is  n o t  th e  w h o l e  t r u t h  a b o u t  t h e  n u m . O f t l i e  n u m e r o u s  d i s c i p l e s  
o f  th e  n ia u  th(,Te is  u o u e  w h o  h a s  m a d e  s u g h  f e a r f u l  s a c r i f i c e s  in  

%

e v e r y  w a y  ns y o u  h a v e  d o n e  an d  n o n e  s o  fa i t h fu l  as  }-ou a r e  to  
h i s  c a u s c .  F o r  y o u  a r e  I  t h in k  th e  o n ly  o n e  p c r lm p s  t h a t  e v e n  
n o w  d e c l i n e s  to q u i t  t h e  v e r y  q u a r t e r s  t h a t  o n c e  w i t n e s s e d  th e  
i a m e  o f ' t h i s  r< m a r k a b l e  m a n .  H a v i n g  s p e n t  b e s id e s ,  t h e  w h o l o  
o f  y o u r  t im e ,  b o th  d a y  a n d  night*  b y  th e  s id e  o f t l i e  m a n ,  no  o n e  
a p p e a r s  in m y  e y e s  b e t t e r  f i t ted  than y o u r s e l f  to  g i v e  a c o r r e c t  
a c c o u n t  o f  th a t  m a n ’s  v i e w s  a n d  a im s .

I  t h e r e f o r e  w i s h  to  d r a w  y o u r  a t t e n t io n  to  ( h e  f o l l o w i n g  
p o in t s ,  a n d  I h a v e  too  g r e a t  c o n f id e n c e  in y o u r  s t r i c t  a d h e r e n c e  
to  t h e  c a u s e  o f  t r u t h  to doubt,  for a  m o m e n t  t h a t  y o u  w i l l  w r i t e  
a n y t h i n g  b u t  w h a t  is  w h o l l y  t r u e . ”

I t  is  n o t  d e s i r a b l e  t h a t  a n y t h i n g  w h i c h  is not. w h o l l y  tru e ,  
a n d  w h i c h  is  n o t  t h e  w h o l e  tr u t h ,  s h o u l d  b e  p u b l i s h e d  t o u c h i n g  
t h o  m e m o r y  o f  a g r e a t  nu m .

Y o u r s  s i u c e r e l y ,
N .  C hidam baram  I y k i i .

T o  V e n k a t e s a  I y e r ,  V a d a l u r ,  S .  A r c o t  D i s t r i c t .

GREAT LIGJ1T OF MERCY.

Questions asked by N. Chidambaram Iyer, and replies 
thereto by the Members of the Shculantha Samarasa Sudha 
Sanmarf/a hatya Dharma Sabha of Uttaragnanasitti- 
purauam, otherwise known as Vadalur or Parvatheepuram, 
in the District of South Arcot in  the Madras Presidency.

Q .  1 .  D i d  y o u r  G u r u  s a y  t h a t  b e f o r e  l o n g  t h e  e s o t e r i c  
m e a n i n g  o f  t h e  V e d a s  a n d  S h a s t r a s  w o u l d  b e  r e v e a l e d  b y  
M a h a t m a s  i n  t h e  N o r t h  t o  f o r e i g n e r s  ?

A .  O u r  G u r u  s a i d  t h a t  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  N o r t h  w e r e  m o r e  
01 t h o d o x  t h a n  t h o s e  i n  t h e  S o u t h ,  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  m o r e  
c o r r i g i b l e ,  a n d  t h a t  h e  h a d  b e e n  s e n t  d o w n  b y  G o d  f o r  t h e  
p u r p o s e  o f  e v a n g e l i z i n g  m e n  p o s s e s s i n g  a  b l a c k  ( i g n o r a n t )  
m i n d  w i t h  a  w h i t e  ( c l e a n )  b o d y .  Vide n o t e  (a.)

 ̂ Q .  2 .  D i d  h e  s a y  t h a t  t h e  f a t a l  i n f l u e n c e s  o f  t h e  
K a l i y u g  w o u l d  b e  n e u t r a l i z e d  i n  a b o u t  10 y e a r s ?

A .  H e  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  t i m o  w a s  c l o s e  a t  h a n d  w h e n  G o d  
w o u l d  a p p e a r  011 e a r t h  a n d  p l a y  011 i t ;  t h a t  a s  m e n  h a d  
c e a s e d  t o  l o v e  v i r t u e ,  t h e y ,  a s  w e l l  a s  a n i m a l s ,  w o u l d  s u f f e r  
i n n u m e r a b l e  m i s e r i e s  w l i i c h ,  h o w e v e r ,  w o u l d  s o o n  b e  
r e m o v e d  b y  G o d ,  b y  w h o s e  p o w e r  a l l  m e n  w o u l d  b e  b r o u g h t  
u n d e r  t h e  s w a y  o f  h i s  b l e s s e d  r e i g n ,  (b.) °
_ Q .  8. D i d  h e  n o t  b e l i e v e  i n  a  p e r s o n a l  G o d ,  e s p e c i a l l y  
i u  S iv a . ,  a n d  d o e s  l i e  n o t  r e f e r  i n  h i s  w o r k s  t o  G o d  a s  
h a v i n g  a p p e a r e d  b e f o r e  h i m  in  a  j j h y s i c a l  s h a p e  ?

A ,  H e  n e v e r  s a i d  t h e r e  w a s  n o  p e r s o n a l  G o d . *  H e  s a i d  
t h e r e  w a s  b u t  o n e  G o d  ; t h a t  t h a t  G o d  p o s s e s s e d  a l l  t h e  
a t t r i b u t e s  e v e r  a s s i g n e d  t o  h i m  b y  m a n  i n  w o r d  o r  t h o u g h t ,  
a n d  m a n y  o t h e r  a t t r i b u t e s  ; t h a t  t h e  w o r l d  w a s  g o v e r n e d  
b y  p e r s o n s  c h o s e n  b y  H i m  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e ,  a n d  t h a t  l i e  
w a s  o n e  o f  t h e  c h o s e n  f e w .  (c.)

Q .  4 .  A f t e r  h e  h a d  g o n e  i n t o  S a n i a d h i  a n d  t h e  d o o r s  

o f  t h o  r o o m  w e r e  c l o s e d  b y  h i s  o r d e r s ,  w a s  t h e  r o o m  o p e n e d  
a n d  t h o  p l a c e  e x a m i n e d  a  y e a r  l a t e r  ! Y o u  t o l d  m e  t h a t  
t h o  C o l l e c t o r  o f  S o u t h  A r c o t  a n d  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  M a d r a s  
R e v e n u e  B o a r d  a t  o n e  t i m e  a s k e d  p e r m i s s i o n  o f  y o u r s e l f  
a n d  o t h e r s  i n  c h a r g e  o f  t h o  r o o m  t o  o j j e n  i t ,  a n d  t h a t  

p e r m i s s i o n  w a s  r e f u s e d .  W h e n  w a s  t h i s  > W a s  i t  b e f o r e  
o r  a f t e r  t h e  e x p i r a t i o n  o f  a  y e a r  f r o m  t h e  3 0 t h  J a n u a r y ,  
1 8 7 4 ,  w h e n  y o u r  G u r u  e n t e r e d  o n  h i s  S a n i a d h i  ?

_ A .  _ H e  s a i d  t h a t  i f  h i s  f o l l o w e r s  s h o u l d  a t  a n y  t i m o  
f i n d  h i m  a p p a r e n t l y  l i f e l e s s ,  t h e y  s h o u l d  r io t ,  t h i n k i n g  h i m  
t o  b e  d e a d ,  e i t h e r  b u r n  o r  b u r y  h i m .  O n e  d a y  i n  t h o  

m o n t h  o f  J a n u a r y ,  1<S74, w e  f o u n d  t h a t  t h e  b r e a t h i n g  h a d  

s t o p p e d ,  a n d  f o r  f o u r  d a y s  w e  c o n t i n u e d  t o  p a y  o u r  
c u s t o m a r y  l e s p e c t s  t o  h i m .  AVe t h e n  f o u n d  i t  n e c e s s a r y  

t o  c l o s e  t h e  d o o r s  o w i n g  t o  s o m e  d i s t u r b a n c e  s e t  011 f o o t  b y  
s o m e  o f  h i s  f o l l o w e r s .  T h e n  f o l l o w e d  s o m e  f u r t h e r  d i s 
t u r b a n c e  b y  t h e  p o l i c e .  S o m e  t h r e e  m o n t h s  a f t e r ,  o n  t h e  
r e c e i p t  o f  t h e  p o l i c e  o c c u r r e n c e  r e p o r t ,  M r .  J .  H .  G a r s t i n  
t h e  t h e n  C o l l e c t o r  o f  S o u t h  A r c o t ,  a n d  M r .  G e o r g e  
B a n b u r y ,  t h e  t h e n  M e m b e r  o f  t h e  R e v e n u e  B o a r d ,  v i s i t e d  
t h e  s p o t  a n d  a s k e d  f o r  p e r m i s s i o n  t o  o p e n  t h e  d o o r s ,  w h i c h

* If ho hail believed in a personal God would bo not havo so declared 't 
Since tho above article wns put in typo Mr, Chindambaram has kindly sent 
us for inspection nn original copy of a Tamil handbill (Notice) issued by 
liumalingam about 10 years ago, together with his (Mr. C’s) English 
rendering of the samo We Iind upon a careful examination of the Tamil 
what seems unquestionable evidence that the famous riadhu believed, in the 
God of the Adwnitecs, L e , a non-personal Universal Essenco ; and that the 
wonders he promised to his followers wore only tg by enj >yed by feiddhas
vr Yogie.— Ei>. T. >



■was, h o w e v e r ,  r e f u s e d ,  i in d  t l i c  g e n t l e m e n  v e n t  a w a y  
e v i d e n t l y  s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  o u r  c o n d u c t .  O n  t h e  oOt. li m o n t h  
w e  f o u n d  t h e  l o c k  o p e n e d .  A c e r t a i n  b o l d  m a n  e n t e r e d  

t h e  r o o m  a n d  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  l i e  f o u n d  t h e  b o d y  o f  o u r  

G u r u .  Wc lucre not prepared to credit his word. H e  s u b 
s e q u e n t l y  d i e d  a f t e r  s u f f e r i n g  m a n y  m i s e r i e s ,  (d.)

Q .  5 .  D i d  h e  s a y  t h a t ,  a f t e r  g o i n g  i n t o  S a m a d h i  h e  
w o u l d  g o  t o  E u r o p e  o r  A m e r i c a  i n  h i s  p h y s i c a l  o r  a s t r a l  
b o d y  a n d  w o r k  t h e r e  ? D i d  l i e  s a y  t l i a t  p e r s o n s  f r o m  
R u s s i a  a n d  A m e r i c a  w o u l d  c o m e  a n d  p r e a c h  i n  I n d i a  t h e  
d o c t r i n e  o f  U n i v e r s a l  B r o t h e r h o o d  w h i c h  h o  w n s  l o r c c d  t o  

g i v e  u p  f o r  w a n t  o f  s u p p o r t  ?

A .  H e  s a i d  t h a t  E u r o p e a n s  w o u l d  t r y  t o  t a k e  p o s s e s s i o n  
o f t h e  V a d a l u r  D h a r m a s a l a ,  b u t  w i l l  n o t  e v e n t u a l l y  d o  s o  ; 
that God meant to take him to countries where while men 
live, as Europe and America) that rumov-m ivo-nhl roach 
us that he was seen in those countries; thnt though this 
will certainly be true, n o  a t t e m p t  s h o u l d  b e  m a d e  t o  f in d  
h i m  o u t ,  a n d  t h a t  i t  w a s  h i s  w i s h  t h a t  h i s  f o l l o w e r s  s h o u l d  
n o t  q u i t  t h e  D h a r m a s a l a  a t  V a d a l u r .

H e  a l s o  s a i d  t h a t  b e f o r e  t h e  a d v e n t  o f  O o d  t h e r e  w o u l d  
b o  w i t n e s s e d  c e r t a i n  m i r a c l e s  o n  e a r t h  a n d  t h a t  a l l  s h o u l d  

n o t  b e  s u r p r i s e d  a t  o r  d e c e i v e d  b y  t h e m ,  (e.)
Q ,  6. D i d  n o t  y o u r  G u r u  p r e d i c t ,  a s  c e r t a i u  A s t r o 

n o m e r s  h a v e  s i n c e  d o n e ,  t h a t  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  s o m e  20 
y e a r s ,  t h e  g r e a t e r  p a r t  o f  m a n k i n d  w o u l d  b e  c a r r i e d  a w a y  
b y  d e a t h ,  a n d  t h a t  a c t u a t e d  b y  a  d e s i r e  t o  a v e r t  t h i s  
c a l a m i t y  h e  w a s  e n d e a v o u r i n g  h a r d  t o  s o o t h e  t h e  w r a t h  
o f  t h e  A l m i g h t y  ? I n  f a c t  w a s  n o t  t h i s  t h e  m a i n  a i m  
o f  h i s  l i f e  a n d  o f  t h e  S a b l i a  s t a r t e d  b y  h i m  ?

A .  T h e  m a i n  o b j e c t  o f  o u r  G u r u  wa.s , t h a t  a l l  m e n  

s h o u l d  e n j o y  t h e  b l e s s i n g s  h e  h i m s e l f  e n j o y e d .  W e  
f i n d  t h a t  h i s  p r a y e r  t o  t h e  A l m i g h t y  w a s  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  
t h a t  h e  s h o u l d  b e  t h e  m e a n s  o f  i m p a r t i n g  s u c h  b l e s s i n g s  
t o  t h e  w o r l d  a t  l a r g e .  T h e  a i m  o f  t h e  S a b h a  i s  t h a t  
e v e r y  o n e  s h o u l d  t r y  h i s  b e s t  t o  f i n d  o u t  t r u t h  a n d  

a c t  a c c o r d i n g l y ,  (f.)
Q  7 .  W h a t  w a s  h i s  o b j e c t  i n  a d v i s i n g  h i s  f o l l o w e r s  t o  

b u r y  t h e  d e a d  b o d i e s  o f  t l i e i r  r e l a t i o n s  ?

A .  I t  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  s u p p o s e d  t h a t  t o  o n e  t h a t  h a d  t h e  

p o w e r  t o  r a i s e  t h e  d e a d  b u r n i n g  w o u l d  m a k e  t h o  t a s k  
m o r e  d i f f i c u l t  t h a n  b u r y i n g .  I t  i s  a  s i n  i n  n s  t o  d e s t r o y  

t h e  b o d y  c r e a t e d  b y  G o d .  L e a r n e d  m e n  s a y  t h a t  e v e n  
w h e r e  l i f e  i s  e x t i n c t  t h e  l i f e  p r i n c i p l e  n e v e r  l e a v e s  t h e  
b o d y ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e r e f o r e  t o  b u r n  s u c h  b o d y  w o u l d  b e  
m u r d e r .  B e s i d e s ,  a s  t h e  n a t u r a l  w i s h  i s  t h a t  t h e  d e a d  
sh o u ld  r e t u r n  t o  l i f e  i n  t h e i r  i d e n t i c a l  b o d i e s ,  i t  i s  n o t  
p r o p e r  t o  d e s t r o y  s u c h  b o d i e s .  B e s i d e s ,  w e  k n o w  t h a t  
c e r t a i n  g r e a t  m e n ,  a f t e r  t h e y  e n t e r  o u  t h e i r  S a m a d h i ,  
r e m a i n  w i t h  t h e i r  b o d i e s  f o r  a  l o n g  t i m e .  W e  h a v e  s e e n  
t h a t  t h e  b o d i e s  o f  p e r s o n s  w h o  w e r e  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  b e  
o r d i n a r y  m e n ,  r e m a i n e d  f r e e  f r o m  d e c a y  a f t e r  b u r i a l  ; a n d  

a s  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  f i n d  o u t  t h e  r e a l  e x c e l l e n c e  a n d  v i r t u e  
o f  c e r t a i n  p e r s o n s ,  i t  i s  a l w a y s  s a f e  a n d  a d v i s a b l e  t o  b u r y  

t h e  d e a d  a s  a  g e n e r a l  r u l e ,  (g.)
Q .  8. W a s  n o t  y o u r  G u r u  s e r i o u s  w h e n  h e  s a i d  i n  t h e  

N o t i c e  c i r c u l a t e d  b y  h i m  t h a t  t h o s e  t h a t  f r e q u e n t  h i s  
S a b h a  w o u l d  w i t n e s s  t h e  p h e n o m e n a  o f  t h e  d e a d  r e t u r n i n g  

t o  l i f e  a n d  o f  t h e  o l d  b e c o m i n g  y o u n g  ? Y o u  w i l l  r e m e m 
b e r  h a v i n g  g i v e n  m e  a  T a m i l  c o p y  o f  t h e - N o t i c e  f o r  t r a n s 

l a t i o n  i n t o  E n g l i s h .

A .  T o  witness t h e  p h e n o m e n a  m e n t i o n e d  i u  t h e  N o t i c e  
u t  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e i r  a c t u a l  o c c u r r e n c e ,  t w o  t h i n g s  a r e  
n e c e s s a r y — 1 s t ,  B o d y  ( o r  l o n g  l i f e )  ; 2 n d ,  C e r t a i n  [ l o w e r s .  T o  
p o s s e s s  t h e s e  i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  p r a y  t o  t h e  A l m i g h t y .  T h e  
N o t i c e  i n  q u e s t i o n  w a s  i s s u e d  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  a w a k e n 
i n g  i n  m e n  a  desire to acquire t h e  s a i d  r e q u i s i t e s .  (/ / .)

Q .  0 .  W a s  y o u r  G u r u  a  b e l i e v e r  i n  a  f u t u r e  b i r t h  }. 
W a s  i t  n o t  t h e  o p i n i o n  o f  y o u r  G u i  u  t h a t  w h e n ,  a  m a n  d i e s  
e v e r y t h i n g  i n  h i m  d i e s  w i t h  h i m ,  a n d  t h a t  N i r v a n a  o r  
M o k s h a  c o n s i s t s  i n  t h e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  t h i s  p h y s i c a l  b o d y  

f r o m  d i s s o l u t i o n  ?

A .  T h e r e  is  a  f u t u r e  b i r t h .  T o  o n e  t h a t  h a s  l e a r n e d  t o  
preserve h i s  b o d y  f r o m  d i s s o l u t i o n  t h e r e  i s  n o  f u t u r e  b i r t h .

T h e  t r u t h  o f  t h i s  w i l l  b e c o m e  a p p a r e n t  w h e n  t h e  m a t t e r  
i s  f u l l y  a n a l y z e d  a n d  e x a m i n e d .  ( i.)

Q .  1 0 .  W i t h  w h a t  o b j e c t  w a s  t l i a t  h u g e  b u i l d i n g  

e r e c t e d  a t  a  c o s t  o f  o v e r  h a l f  a  la .kh  o f  r u p e e s  ? W i t h  w h a t  
o b j e c t  w a s  t h a t  h u g e  b l a n k  b o o k  g o t  u p  w h i c h  i s  s t i l l  
p r e s e r v e d  u n d e r  l o c k  a n d  k e y  ? (j)

A .  A s  t h e  b u i l d i n g  i s  o f  s e r v i c e  i n  t h e  e l u c i d a t i o n  o f  
t h o s e  p r i n c i p l e s  t h a t  t h r o w  l i g h t  o n  t h e  N a t u r e  o f  G o d ,  t h e  
o b s t a c l e s  i n  t h e  w a y  o f  s e e i n g  H i m  a n d  t h e  m e a n s  o f  
o v e r c o m i n g  t h e s e ,  i t  r e s e m b l e s  a  m a p  o r  p l a n .  A g a i n ,  o u r  
G u r u  t o l d  u s  t h a t  o n e  d a y  w e  s h o u l d  f i n d  t h e  b l a n k ' b o o k  

f u l l y  w r i t t e n  u p ,  t h a t  t h e  w r i t i n g  s h o u l d  b e  v i e w e d  a s  t h e  
S a m n r a s a  V e d a  o f  t h e  S a b h a ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e  S u m m u m  

B o n u m  o f  l i f e  a n d  t h e  m e a n s  o f  a t t a i n i n g  i t  w o u l d  b e4 O
m e n t i o n e d  i n  i t .

The above, we have to remark, will not be clear and 
satisfactory to those that do not deeply go into tha sxdijeet.

Y e n k a t k s a . I v e r .

A .  S a h a p a t h t ,  G i j r U k k a l .

S .  N a v a n a  R e d m a n .

2 0 t h  A v a n i ,  C b i t b r a b a n u .

NOTES BY N. CHIDAMBARAM.

(a) Q u e s t i o n  N o .  1 i s  p l a i n  e n o u g h .  F r o m  t h e  r e p l y  
i t  d o e s  n o t  a p p e a r  t h a t  R a m a l i n g a m  P i  1 Ini e v e r  s a i d  t h a t  
“ t h e  e s o t e r i c  m e a n i n g  o f  t h e  V e d a s  a n d  o t h e r  s a c r e d  b o o k s  
o f  t h e  E a s t  w o u l d  b e  r e v e a l e d  b y  t h e  M a h a t m a s  i n  t h e  
N o r t h  t o  f o r e i g n e r s , ” a s  s t a t e d  b y  P a n d i t  V e l a y u d u m  
M u d a l l i a r . —  ( V i d e  p a g e s  2 4 3  a n d  2 4 4  o f  t h e  l a s t  J u l y  i s s u e  
o f  t h e  T h e o ,s o p h is t .)

(b) T h i s  s o u n d s  n o t  u n l i k e  t h e  e x p e c t e d  a d v e n t  o f  
C h r i s t  b y  t h e  C h r i s t i a n s .  I  d o u b t  w h e t h e r  t h e  F o u n d e r s  
o f  t h e  T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y  o r  t h e  A d e p t  B r o t h e r s  t h e m 
s e l v e s  a t  a l l  s h a r e  i n  s o m e  s u c h  e x p e c t a t i o n .  
I t  i s  n o t  i m p r o b a b l e  t h a t  t h e  P a n d i t  h i m s e l f ,  j u d g i n g  
f r o m  t h e  s i g n s  o f  t h e  t i m e ,  w a s  l e d  t o  t h e  o p i n i o n  w h i c h  h e  
a s c r i b e s  t o  h i s  G u r u .  [ H e r e  f o l l o w  s o m e  i r r e l e v a n t  
r e m a r k s  b y  t h e  w r i t e r  w h i c h ,  b e i n g  b a s e d  u p o n  f l a g r a n t  
m i s i n f o r m a t i o n  a s  t o  o u r  S o c i e t y  a n d ,  m o r e o v e r ,  c o u c h e d  
i n  o b j e c t i o n a b l e  l a n g u a g e ,  a r e  o m i t t e d . — E d . T .

(c) ' P h i s  a n d  r e p l y  t o  q u e s t i o n  N o .  2  d o  n o t  s e e m  t o  
i n d i c a t e  t h a t  i n  R a m a l i n g a m  P i l l a i ’s  o p i n i o n ,  “ w h a t  m e n  
c a l l  G o d  i s  i n  f a c t  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  U n i v e r s a l  l o v e  w h i c h  
p r o d u c e s  a n d  s u s t a i n s  p e r f e c t  h a r m o n y  a n d  e q u i l i b r i u m  
t h r o u g h o u t  a l l  N a t u r e , ” a s  s t a t e d  b y  t h e  T a m i l  P a n d i t .

(d) F r o m  t h i s  i t  i s  e v i d e n t  t h a t  i t  i s  n o t  t r u e  t h a t  t h e  
“ d o o r  w a s  l o c k e d  b y  h i s  o r d e r s , ” a s  s t a t e d  b y  t h e  P a n d i t ,  
n o r  “ t h e  o n l y  o p e n i n g  w a l l e d  u p . ” I t  i s  a l s o  c l e a r  t h a t  
t h e  p l a c e  w a s  n o t  “ o p e n e d  a n d  e x a m i n e d  a  y e a r  l a t e r , ” b u t  
f u l l y  3 0  m o n t h s  l a t e r ,  n o r  i s  i t  t r u e  t h a t  “ t h e r e  w a s  
n o t h i n g  t o  b e  s e e n  b u t  a  v a c a n t  r o o m , ” f o r  t h e r e  w a s  t h e  

b o d y  o f  R a m a l i n g a m  P i l l a i  a s  r e p o r t e d  b y  t h e  o n l y  
e y e - w i t n e s s  t h a t  h a d  t h e  c o u r a g e  t o  e n t e r  t h e  r o o m  a n d  
e x a m i n e  i t ,  t h o u g h  t h i s  i s  d i s c r e d i t e d  b y  t h o s e  t h a t  c h o s e  
t o  r e m a i n  w i t h o u t .

(e) Q u e s t i o n  N o .  5  i s  p l a i n  e n o u g h .  I t  d o e s  n o t  
a p p e a r  f r o m  t h e  r e p l y  t o  i t  t h a t  R a m a l i n g a m  P i l l a i  e v e r  “  e x 
c l a i m e d  t l i a t t h e t i m e i s n o t  f a r  o f f  w h e n  p e r s o n s  f r o m  R u s s i a  
a n d  A m e r i c a  w i l l  c o m e  t o  I n d i a  a n d  p r e a c h  t h e  d o c t r i n e  o f  
U n i v e r s a l  B r o t h e r h o o d . ”  N a y ,  m o r e  ; t h e  l a s t  s e n t e n c e  o f  
t h e  r e p l y ,  i f  i t  m e a n s  a n y t h i n g  a t  a l l ,  w o u l d  s e e m  t o  s h o w  
t h a t  t h e  S a b h a  i s  n o t  p r e p a r e d  t o  “ a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  g r a n d  
t r u t h s ” p r e a c h e d  b y  f o r e i g n e r s ,  n o r  a r e  t h e y  i n c l i n e d  t o  
a t t a c h  a n y  i m p o r t a n c e ,  a g r e e a b l y  t o  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  o f  
t h e i r  G u r u ,  t o  t h e  “ m a n y  w o n d e r s  w o r k e d  b y  t h e  B r o t h e r s  
w h o  l i v e  i n  t h e  N o r t h . ”

(f) Q u e s t i o n s  N o .  6 t o  N o .  1 0  w e r e  s u g g e s t e d  t o  m e  b y  
v a r i o u s  d i s c u s s i o n s  w h i c h  I  h a d  w i t h  V e n k a t e s a  I y e r ,  t h e  
m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  C h e l a  o f  R a m a l i n g a m  P i l l a i ,  i u  f a c t  o n e  
o f t h e  v e r y  f e w  t h a t  e v e n  n o w  s t r i c t l y  a d h e r e  t o  t h e  i n s t r u c 
t i o n  o f  t h e  G u r u ,  a n d  w h o ,  u n l i k e  t h e  T a m i l  P a n d i t ,  g a v e  
u j )  y e a r s  a g o  h i s  l u c r a t i v e  p r o f e s s i o n  a s  a  p r a c t i t i o n e r  a t  a  
m o f u s s i l  b a r  a n d  n o w  r e s i d e s  a t  V a d a l u r ,  Q u e s t i o n  No, G



i s  p l a i n  e n o u g h  ; s t i l l  a d i r e c t  r e p l y  t o  i t  l i a s  n o t  b e e n  v o u c h 
s a f e d .  T h e  r e p l y ,  h o w e v e r ,  s h o w s  t h a t  R a m a l i n g a m  w a s  a  
f i r m  b e l i e v e r  i n  a  p e r s o n a l  G o d  a n d  t h a t  h o  w a n t e d  t o  
a s s u m e  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  a  S a v i o u r  o f  m a n k i n d .

(g) H e r e  i s  a  c l e a r  h i n t  t h a t  R a m a l i n g a m  P i l l a i  e n t e r 
t a i n e d  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  n o t i o n  o f  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  r e s u r 
r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  d e a d .  W h i l e  R a m a l i n g a m  w a s  f o r  b u r i a l ,  
t h e  m e m b e i s  o f  t l i e  T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y  a r e ,  I  b e l i e v e ,  i n  
f a v o u r  o f  c r e m a t i o n .

(h) T h e r e  i s  a  c l e a r  m e n t i o n  m a d e  h e r e  o f  t h a t  o n e  
t i l i n g  w i t h  w h i c h  R a m a l i n g a m  P i l l a i ’s  m e m o r y  i s  i n s e p a r 
a b l y  c o n n e c t e d  i n  t h e  e y e s  o f  t h o s e  t h a t  k n o w  a n y t h i n g  o f  
h i m ,  v i z . ,  h i s  p r o m i s e  t o  r a i s e  t h e  d e a d .  T o  s p e a k  o f  R a m a -  

l i n g a m  a n d  t o  o m i t  h i s  a v o w e d  p o w e r s  t o  r a i s e  t h e  d e a d ,  i s  

t o  d e s c r i b e  t h e  f i g u r e  o f  “ P o l y p h e m u s  w i t h  h i s  e y e  o u t . ”

I  a m  p r o m p t e d  t o  r e m a r k  t h a t  o f  a l l t h e P a n d i t ’s  o m i s s i o n s  
i n  p u b l i s h i n g  a  t r u e  v e r s i o n  o f  R a m a l i n g a m  P i l l a i ’s  l i f e  
t h i s  s e e m s  t o  b e  t h e  m o s t  s e r i o u s  a n d  o b j e c t i o n a b l e .

( i )  I  c a n n o t  s u p p o s e  f o r  a  m o m e n t  t h a t  t l i e  T h e o 
s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y  a t  a l l  e n t e r t a i n  t h e  o p i n i o n  t h a t  o n e  c a n  
w h o l l y  e s c a p e  p a y i n g  t h e  f i n a l  d e b t  t o  N a t u r e .

(j) A s  t h e  1 3 t h  s e n t e n c e  i s  n o t  c l e a r  I  m a y  b e  a l l o w e d  
t o  s t a t e  h e r e  w h a t  t h e  p o p u l a r  n o t i o n  i s  o n  t h e  s u b j e c t ,  v i z . ,  
t h a t  t l i e  b u i l d i n g  w a s  e r e c t e d  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  r e c e i v i n g  
G o d  w h e n  h e  m a k e s  h i s  a d v e n t .

Y o u  w i l l  t h u s  n o t e  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  i m p o r t a n t  
p o i n t s  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t b e  l i f e  o f  R a m a l i n g a m  P i l l a i ,  o f  
w h i c h  n o t  t h e  l e a s t  m e n t i o n  i s  m a d e  b y  t h e  P a n d i t  i n  
h i s  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  s a m e .  F a r  f r o m  t h e  v i e w s  o f  R a m a l i n 
g a m  P i l l a i  b e i n g  “ i d e n t i c a l l y  t h o s e  o f  t h e  T h e o s o p n i c a l  
S o c i e t y , ” y o u  w i l l  o b s e r v e  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  n o t  o n e  i m p o r t a n t  
p o i n t  a b o u t  w h i c h  b o t h  p a r t i e s  w o u l d  m u t u a l l y  s h a k e  
h a n d s ;  o r  o n e  c o m m o n  g r o u n d  e x c e p t  p e r h a p s  a s  t o  t h e  
o b n o x i o u s  d i s t i n c t i o n s  o f  c a s t e  i n  w l i i e l i  R a m a l i n g a m  
P i l l a i  w a s  n a t u r a l l y  m u c h  i n t e r e s t e d  f o r  t h i s  p l a i n  r e a s o n ,  

v i z . ,  t h a t  h e  o c c u p i e d ,  t h o u g h  b y  t h e  a c c i d e n t  o f  b i r t h ,  t h e  
l o w e s t  r o u n d  o f  t h e  l a d d e r ,  o r ,  i n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  h e  w a s  

a  S u d r a ,  I n  c o n c l u s i o n ,  I  s h a l l  a l s o  l e a v e  t h e  r e a d e r s  
“ t o  d r a w  t h e i r  o w n  i n f e r e n c e s  f r o m  t h e  f a c t s ” a s  y o u  h a v e  
d o n e . *

N .  C h i d a m b a r a m  I y e r .

T r i v a d i ,  S e p t e m b e r  2 4 ,  1 8 8 2 .

. REJOINDER OF PANDIT VELAYUDAM.f

T h e  I y e r  s a y s  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  n u m e r o u s  e r r o r s  a n d  o m i s 
s i o n s  i n  t h e  l i f e  o f  R a m a l i n g a m  P i l l a i  a s  s k e t c h e d  b y  t h e  
T a m i l  P a n d i t .  N o w h e r e  d o e s  t h e  a u t h o r  o f  t h e  c r i t i c i s m ,  
N .  C h i d a m b a r a m  I y e r ,  s a y  w l i a t  t h e  e r r o r  i s .  T h e  c r i t i c i s m ,  
s e e m s  t o  b e  f u l l  o f  i r r e l e v a n t  q u e s t i o n s  a n d  a n s w e r s .

S u p p o s i n g  t h a t  h e  m e a n s  t h e  p a s s a g e  “ 1 n e e d  
h a r d l y  r e m a r k  t h a t  t h e s e  p r i n c i p l e s  a r e  i d e n t i c a l l y  
t h o s e  o f  t h e  T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y ” t o  b e  a n  e r r o r ,  

t h e  m e a n i n g  o f  t l i e  p h r a s e  “ S a m a r a s a  V e d a  S a m n a r g a  
S a n g a i n , ” a s  u n d e r s t o o d  f r o m  t h e  w o r k s  o f  R a m a 
l i n g a m  P i l l a i ,  a n d  t h e  p r i m a r y  o b j e c t s  o f  t h e  T h e o s o p h i c a l  
S o c i e t y ,  a s  g i v e n  i n  t h e  r u l e  b o o k  o f  t h e  S o c i e t y  ( o n  
p a g e  5 ) ,  s h o w  t o  a n y  m a n  o f  o r d i n a r y  c o m m o n  s e n s e ,  h o w  
t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  b o t h  t h e  S o c i e t i e s  m a y  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  
i d e n t i c a l .

S a m a r a s a  V e d a  S a n m a r g a  S a n g a m  i s  a  s o c i e t y  f o r m e d  
t o  p r o p a g a t e  a  f e e l i n g  o f  B r o t h e r h o o d  a n d  s o c i a l  u n i t y  
a m o n g  a l l  m a n k i n d  w i t h o u t  d i s t i n c t i o n  o f  c a s t e  o r  c r e e d ,  
a s  e n j o i n e d  i n  t h e  V e d a s  a n d  A g a m a m s ,  a n d  t o  l o o k  a f t e r  
t h e  w e l l  b e i n g  a n d  h a p p i n e s s  o f  a l l  l i v i n g  o b j e c t s ,  w i t h o u t  
d o i n g  t h e  s l i g h t e s t  h a r m  ; k n o w i n g  t h a t  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  

S u p r e m e  P o w e r  i s  t o  p e r v a d e  a l l  l i f e  a u d  t o  i n s e p a r a b l y  
c o n n e c t  i t s e l f  w i t h  t h e  S o u l .

W h a t  N .  C h i d a m b a r a m  I y e r  m e a n s  b y  t h e  Q u e s t i o n  1 
c a n n o t  e a s i l y  b e  s e e n .

•  C e r t a i n l y  t l i e y  w i l l ,  a n d  p n r li a i> s  s o m e  m a y  f a i l  t o  n g r e o  w i t l i  o u r  
c o r r e s p o n d e n t .  W o  s h o u l d  s n y  t h i s  w a s  m o r e  Uw m  p r o b a b l e . —  E d . T .

t  Freoly' rendered into Enelish by ('{. Subbinh Chetty Onru, F.T.S., who 
speaks in the third person.— T-

I t  w a s  w r i t t e n  t h a t  R a m a l i n g a m  P i l l a i  s a i d  t h a t  t h o s e  
w h o  a r e  c a p a b l e  o f  b e i n g  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  S a n g a m  e x i s t  
i n  t h e  N o r t h .  T h a t  t h i s  s t a t e m e n t  i.s t r u e ,  V e n k a t e s a  
I y e r  ( t h e  s o - c a l l e d  c h i e f  C h e l a ,  b y  t h e  c r i t i c )  a n d  t h e  r e s t  

a d m i t .  I s  i t  a  m i s t a k e  t o  s a y  t h a t  M a h a t m a s  a r e  t h e  o n l y  
f i t  p e r s o n s  t o  e x p l a i n  a n d  r e v e a l  t h e  V e d a s  a n d  S h a s t r a s ,  

w h e n  o n c e  t h e i r  e x i s t e n c e  i s  a d m i t t e d  ?

I t  i s  n o w h e r e  p o i n t e d  o u t  i n  t h e  P a n d i t ’s  s k e t c h  t h a t  
R a m a l i n g a m  P i l l a i  e v e r  s a i d  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  n o t  a  P e r s o n a l  
G o d .  H e r e  m a y  b e  a d d u c e d  i n  f a v o u r  o f  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  
“ T h a t  w h a t  m e n  c a l l  ‘ G o d ’ i s ,  i n  f a c t ,  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  
U n i v e r s a l  L o v e , ” a  s t a n z a  f r o m  “ T h i r u m a n t h i r a m ” b y  

“ T h i r u m u l a r ” o n e  o f  t h e  S i v e i n a t a  A c l i a r y a s ,  a n d  w h o  l i v e d  

f o r  3 , 0 0 0  y e a r s .

“ Thu ignorant  say  th a t  Love and Brahmam  are different. N o n e  

know how love becomes Brahmam . A f te r  knowing t h a t  lo v e  is 

Bralimaia one becomes absorbed in love and B rahm am .”

T h i s  i s  a l s o  s h o w n  i n  R a m a l i n g a m  P i l l a i ’s  w o r k s ,  v i z . ,  

“ A r u l p e r u m j o t h i  A k a v a l , ” & c .  N o t h i n g r n o v e  i s  s a i d  i n  t h e  

s k e t c h  a b o u t  a  p e r s o n a l  G o d .

Q u e s t i o n  5 — “ Y o u  a r e  n o t  f i t  t o  b e c o m e .......................................
u p o n  t h i s  c o u n t r y . ” ( P .  2 2 4 ,  TiiKOSOPHrsT, J u l y  n u m b e r . )  
N .  C .  m i g h t  h a v e  m e a n t  t o  c a l l  a n  e r r o r .  T h a t  t h i s  i s  a  
f a c t  V e n k a t e s a  I y e r  a n d  o t h e r s  a d m i t  ; t h o u g h  n o t  i n  t h e  
v e r y  s a m e  w o r d s ,  y e t  i n  o t h e r  w o r d s .  S a b a p a t h y  G u r u k a l ,  
w h o  s i g n s  N .  C . ’s  c r i t i c i s m  a l s o  s i g n s  t h e  c e r t i f i c a t e  
a p p e n d e d  t o  t h e  T a m i l  p a m p h l e t  p u b l i s h e d  b y  t h e  P a n d i t ^  

I f  t h o  s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  t h e  d o o r  w a s  c l o s e d  b y  
t h e  o r d e r s  o f  R a m a l i n g a m  P i l l a i  b e  u n t r u e ,  a n d  t h a t  
i t  w a s  c l o s e d  ( 4 )  f o u r  d a y s  a f t e r ,  w i t h o u t  h i s  
o r d e r s ,  b e  t r u e ,  c o u l d  t h e s e  ( V e n k a t a  I y e r  a n d  
o t h e r s )  t h e  c h i e f  C l i e l a s ,  d o  w h a t  w a s  n o t  o r d e r e d  
b y  t h e i r  G u r u  ? L e t  w i s e  r e a d e r s  j u d g e .  I f  i t  b e  a n  e r r o r  
t o  h a v e  . sa id  t h a t  t h e  d o o r  o f  t h e  S a m a d h i  r o o m  w a s  

o p e n e d  12 m o u t h s  a f t e r ,  w h e n  i t  w a s  DO m o n t h s  a f t e r ,  

t h e  P a n d i t  n e e d  o n l y  r e m a r k  t h a t  h e  w a s  n o t  p r e s e n t  a t  
V a d a l u r  a n d  t h a t  h e  o n l y  w r o t e  w h a t  h e  h a d  h e a r d .  

T h a t  t h e  r e m a i n s  o f  l t a m a l i n g a m  P i l l a i  w e r e  f o u n d  
b y  t h e  d a r i n g  f e l l o w  w h o  e n t e r e d  t h e  S a m a d h i  r o o m ,  e v e n  
V e n k a t e s a  I y e r  h i m s e l f  d o e s  n o t  b e l i e v e .

I t  i s  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  P a n d i t  h a s  m a d e  m a n y  o m i s s i o n s  i n  
h i s  s k e t c h  o f  t h e  l i f e  o f  R a m n l i n g a m  P i l l a i  w h i c h  C h i d a m 
b a r a m  I y e r  a n d  V e n k a t e s a  I y e r  h i n t  a t  b y  a  s e r i e s  o f  

q u e s t i o n s  a n d  a n s w e r s .  ( C a n  o m i s s i o n s  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  a s  

e r r o r s  ?)

A s  t h e  l e c t u r e s  o f  R a m a l i n g a m  P i l l a i  w e r e  o f  a  s c i e n t i f i c  
n a t u r e ,  t h e  P a n d i t  i n t e r p r e t i n g  t h e i r  m e a n i n g  i n  a  
s c i e n t i f i c  l i g h t ,  w r o t e  h i s  s k e t c h .  H e  d o e s  n o t ,  l i k e  
o t h e r s ,  g i v e  a f a b u l o u s  m e a n i n g  t o  w h a t  h a s  b e e n  s a i d .  I f  
t h i s  ( t h e  f a b u l o u s  m e a n i n g )  b o  t h e  r e a l  m e a n i n g  o f  t h e  

s a y i n g s  w e  s h a l l  r e j o i c e  t o  s e e  t h e m  f u l f i l l e d .

N .  C h i d a m b a r a m  I y e r  s a y s ,  “ I  h a v e  t h e  g r e a t e s t  r e s p e c t  
f o r  t h e  A d e p t  B r o t h e r s  ( M a h a t m a s ) ,  a n d  f o r  R a m a l i n g a m  

P i l l a i  h i m s e l f  w h o  w a s  n o  d o u b t  a  g r e a t  m a n  i n  h i s  o w n  
w a y . ” A n d  y e t  f u r t h e r  w r i t e s  : t h e r e  i s  n o t  o n e  p o i n t  
a b o u t  w h i c h  b o t h  p a r t i e s  c o u l d  m u t u a l l y  s h a k e  h a n d 3 a 3 
o n  c o m m o n  g r o u n d ,  e x c e p t  p e r h a p s  i n  t h e  i m p r o p r i e t y  

w h i c h  b o t h  p e r c e i v e d  “ i n  t h e  o b n o x i o u s  d i s t i n c t i o n  o f  
c a s t e  i n  w h i c h  R a m a l i n g a m  P i l l a i  w a s  m u c h  i n t e r e s t e d  f o r  
t h e  p l a i n  r e a s o n ,  v i z . ,  t h a t  h e  o c c u p i e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  
a c c i d e n t  o f  b i r t h  t h e  l o w e s t  r o u n d  o f  t h e  l a d d e r  o r ,  
i n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  h e  w a s  a  S u d r a . ' ”

N o t  o n l y  R a m a l i n g a m  P i l l a i  a n d  t h e  F o u n d e r s  o f  t h e  
T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  b u t  a l s o  t h e  U p a n i s h a d s  a n d  t h e  
w o r k s  o f  t h e  R i s l i i s  m i m e d  b y  N .  C . ,  a n d  t h o s e  o f  S a n k a r a -  
c h a r y a ,  t h e  G u r u  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  B r a h m i n s ,  i m p l y  t h a t  t h o  
d i s t i n c t i o n  o f  c a s t e  i s  n o t h i n g  b u t  t r i v i a l  p r e j u d i c e .

“ O ! Precious ! H e who has seen you is divine aud finds d iv i u i t y  
(P ush Brahmemo) in everyth ing he sees, such as grass, trees, &c.” 

S u c h  i s  t h e  m e a n i n g  o f  a  s t a n z a  o f  R a m a l i n g a m  
P i l l a i .  B u t  w h y  s h o u l d  V e n k a t e s a  I y e r  b e  c a l l e d  t h e  
C h i e f  C h e l a  ( W h i l e  t h e r e  i s  n o  o n e  t o  o b j e c t  t o  h i s  
b e i n g  c a l l e d  e v e n  t h e  C h i e f e s t ,  t h o  P a n d i t  d o e s  n o t  a t  a l l  
s a y ,  n o r  p r e s u m e  to  s a y ,  t h a t  h e  i s  t h e  o n l y  C h e l a  o f



R. P.’s. I t  may here be asked bow long it  is since 
Venkatesa Iye r  became a Sani;«si.

(for) T. V e l a y u d a m  M u d a l l i a h , F.T.S., 
Tamil Pand it  of Presidency College. 

Madras, October 30, 1882.

E d i t o r ’s  N o t e .— The m atte r  m ust slop h e re ;  nt least 
un til  we can see some better  ronsons than at present to 
continue it. The facts are all in and the reader can judge 
which party  is nenrest. right.

T I I E  C H I E F  M IS S IO N  O F  T H E  T llE O S O T IU C A L  
S O C IE T Y .

B Y  M. I). C lfA T T K lU T .

The In d ia n  Spectator (Bombay) of the 12t,li instant, 
of which a  copy has reached my hand, remarks :—

“ W hatever  its cavillers mny say, there  is one pood the 
Thcosophic movement is doing in India, for which the promo
ters must, bo given full credit. W e refer to the growing spirit, 
of friendliness between Europeans nnd natives. T h e  notable 
instances thn t could be named a r e a  well-known English journal
ist and an equally well-known Anglo-Indian official, now 
retired. T he  change in (lie tone, if  not the policy, of  t.lie 
P ioneer  is tru ly  gratifying, and that, change is generally a t t r i 
buted  to the teachings o f  Theosophy. Without, accepting the 
miraculous achievements of the H imalayan B ro thers  or of thoir 
representatives, one m igh t be justified in saying tha t  the incident 
above referred to is in itself a  miracle of which any agency, 
human or super-human, might, well lie. proud ! Of Mr. A. 0 .  
H u m e  we cannot say with certa in ty  th a t  his public utterances 
nre entirely due to a sudden impulse from without. B u t  there 
is Iittlo doubt tha t his generous instincts have been utilised of 
late with excellent, effect, l i e  is one of the largest contr ibutors 
to  contemporary Indian literature, and w hatever proceeds fi om 
him has a peculiar value for tho educated native reader. I l is  
recen t appeal to the people to be up  and doing, to prove, thetn- 
fclves worthy of the political boon offered them hy a righteous 
Government,  is one of those fervent and inspiring utterances 
which go straight, to the heart of tho nation. W ith  the help 
and co-oporation o f  the i r  Anglo-Indian fellow-subject?, tho 
natives of India will not take long to be instructed in the 
practical business of self-government. A nd the success of this 
magnificent politienl experim ent will have, to be. credited, in 
however small n degree, to the account of a movement which, 
though scrupulously abstaining from politics, lias hud, i f  not a 
direct,  yet a distinct influence, on the moral and mental education 
o f  tho people. W ith  all its foibles and vagaries the Theosophic 
Association is streng then ing  brotherly love between nations, 
and thn t in itself is work to be grateful for.”

I t  is very gratifying to note this change in the  tone 
of a journal which, if I  mistake not, was bitterly opposed 
to the  Theosophical Society a year or two ago. I t  has 
always occurred to me, a silent observer of all th a t  has 
passed during the last four years tha t the Founders of this 
Society have been in Ind ia— th a t  they could do the 
greatest amount of good to our country if they could but 
succeed in the ir  professed object of bringing together the 
rulers and the ruled on the common platform of an united 
intellectual Brotherhood. Many have not like me, I  
am afraid, watched very anxiously the  progress of this 
association in its researches in Science or Occultism, since 
th e  generality of mankind for whom we have to work 
very naturally care but little about these subjects. So 
far as these results, however, have been made public, we 
have every reason to hope and believe th a t  there is much 
more of t ru th  underlying them than is apparent to ordi
nary sceptical eyes. But, however, great may be this truth, 
we are told th a t  i t  is not within the  easy reach of all, nor is 
it  of any great use on this earth. W hen our tu rn  comes to 
pass into the  next world, if there should be one, we shall,
I  believe, not en ter  it  w ithout being furnished with the 
necessary conditions to live in it. W e have therefore to 
th ink  of the present and make the  best of this life. I 
have always thought i t  the  highest duty  of man to serve

his fellow-men, and if there is a ju s t  God, he cannot but 
be pleased with whatsoever we may do to ameliorate the 
lot of H um anity . I f  there should be a future life, the  
good we may thus do here cannot bu t  serve us in the here
after. And if there should be none, our good works will 
ever be handed down from generation to generation nnd 
our memory ever remain imperishable. Thus, either way, 
im m ortality  necessarily awaits an unselfish and a practi
cal philanthropist and a patriot. But this is evidently a 
digression. A genuine philanthropist works without 
the least interested motive ; he lives for others, he works 
for others, he dies for others. And such evidently seem 
to be the noble aspirations o f th e  Founders of the  Tlieo- 
sophical Society. Since the time they came here they 
have been ill-treated by some of our foolish and ungrateful 
countrymen, notwithstanding their  professions, th a t  they 
had come here to live and die with us. Happily, however, 
events have proved the  t ru th  of their professions, and the 
opposition is gradually dying a natural death. The slow 
but steady change in the  tone of the Pioneer towards the 
natives proves to our coun trym enthatourfriendsm eantrea l 
work, have gone a t  it  in right earnest, and th a t  in convinc
ing the judg  ment and winning the  sympathies of influential 
Anglo-Indians for us, they were wiser than we. I  
am assured by certain of my friends tha t since joining the 
Society they have marked a great change in the  a tt i tude  
oft,lie Anglo-Indian members towards them. The W esterns 
have thus  been gradually taugh t to respect our nation for 
the ir  past ancestral glory, and the greatness and splendour 
of their mother-country, and perhaps for the hope tha t  
those capabilities, intellectual, moral and spiritual, 
of the Aryans, though inert, may yet be re 
awakened in the ir  now unworthy descendants. A t 
the  same time the  Natives are being ta u g h t  to 
respect the  W esterns for their  present progress and for 
the ir  growing desire to know more and more of our 
national sciences and philosophies, as praised in recent 
noble utterances of Professor Max Miiller, Dr. Huntre , 
Mr. H um e and others. The feelings of both Asiatics and 
Westerns have thus been so far modified as to pave the 
way for tha t  closer attraction which may draw them to 
gether to stand at last upon the  platform of Brotherhood. 
The greatest service ever done yet by the Pioneer to this 
cause of Brotherhood, is the  article entitled “ The Indo- 
British Nation,” wliich was copied all over Ind ia  by all the 
Native papers, and which has been a ttr ibu ted— how 
justly  let Europeans say— to the influence of the new 
theosophical ideas th a t  are affecting Anglo-Indian 
thought. But, while H indus must concede th a t  the 
Founders of this movement have stuck to the ir  original 
policy, and are still carrying on their self-imposed du ty  to 
us, without one selfish thought of recompense, what can 
we say for ourselves ? W hen I seriously consider this 
point, I  regret very much to find th a t  we have not done 
a thousandth par t  of what we ought. Some of our coun
trymen seemed to have ignorantly expected th a t  for 
simply joining the Thcosophical Society they had the righ t 
to claim a gift of psychic powers, or a t  least to be givea 
adept teachers, or Gurus, who would take them in 
hand as C h e la s ! W ith  these absurd anticipations of 
Sidhis and miracle-working in their  behalf, they 
have grudgingly paid the prescribed small entrance fee; 
and, losing soon their  illusion, have sunk into apathy or 
changed into actual enemies, plotters and defamers. 
Happily, however, there  have been comparatively few of 
the  la tter class ; the larger num ber seem to have merely 
kept aloof and allowed our friends to fight their battle 
single-handed. Now th a t  the Theosophical Society has 
won success and the worst of the struggle seems to be over, 
we may expect to see these faint hearts reviving into a 
factitious enthusiasm and pluming themselves upon the 
dates of the ir  diplomas. B u t  it  must not be understood 
by either the Theosophists or ourselves th a t  th e  full 
mission of the Society is ye t completely achieved. The field 
is a very large one and requires extensive effort. The various 
concreteprejudicesofthe ageareto  be conquered, the  various



nationalities nre to he taugh t to respect each other, 
religious bigotry and dogmatic intolerance are to be van
quished. Then only will tlie entire dream of Theosophy 
be realised, and a re-united Ind ia  offer to the  world the 
sublime spectacle of one family bound in the ties of 
Universal Brotherhood. I  know these ideas are utopian 
to some people; bu t the  above-mentioned and many more 
results which we have already witnessed with wondering eyes 
during the last few years, appeal to our sense of shame nnd 
tell usnotto  let these strangers work on, as they  have h i ther
to, done—alone. Certainly, all of us cannot take  an active 
p a r t  in the work, bu t  it would be ju s t  to expect a moral 
support a t  least. My own mind is now fully made up ; and 
if the  application for membership, which I  have sent in, 
be favourably received, our W estern friends will find a tleast 
one H indu who will esteem it no less a  privilege than  duty 
to  share in tlieir sacred— and as I  regard it, most im port
an t  work— the  spiritual and moral regeneration of our 
motherland. Let others chase after Siddhas  if  they will, I 
am for the  enlightenm ent of my people in what concerns 
their  individual and social welfare.

Bengal, November 17, 1882.

L E T T E R S  O N  T H E O S O P H Y :  T H E  S E C R E T  
D O C T R IN E .

BY A LAY CHELA.

Few experiences lying about the  threshold of occult 
studies are more perplexing and torm enting than  those 
which have to do with the policy of the Brothers as to 
what shall and what shall not be revealed to the  outer 
world. In  fact it  is only by students at the  same time 
tenacious and patient,— continuously anxious to ge t  a t  
tlie tru ths  of occult, philosophy, bu t  cool enough to bide 
the ir  time when obstacles come in the  way, th a t  what 
looks at first sight like a grudging and miserly policy in 
this m a tte r  on the  part  of our illustrious teachers can be 
endured. Most men persist in judging all situations by 
the light of the ir  own knowledge and conceptions, and 
certainly by reference to standards of r ight and wrong 
with which modern civilisation is familiar apungen t indict
m ent may be framed against the holder of philosophical 
truth. They are regarded by their  critics as keeping 
guard over their intellectual possessions, declaring 
“ we have won this knowledge with strenuous 
effort and a t  the  cost of sacrifice and suffering : 
we will not make a present of it to luxurious idlers who 
have done nothing to deserve it.” Most critics of the 
Theosophical Society and its publications, have fastened 
on this obvious idea and have denounced the policy of the 
B r o t h e r s  as “ selfish” and “ unreasonable.” I t  has been 
argued tha t  as regards occult poivers the  necessity for 
keeping back all secrets which would enable unconscien- 
tious people to do mischief, m ight be granted, bu t  tha t  no 
corresponding motives could dictate the  reservation of 
occult philosophical truth.

I  have lately come to perceive certain considera
tions on this subject which have generally been 
overlooked; and it  seems desirable to pu t  them for
ward a t  once. Especially as a very considerable block 
of occult philosophical teaching is now before tlie world, 
and as those who appreciate its value best, will sometimes 
be inclined to protest all the more emphatically against 
the ta r  liness with which it has been served out and the 
curious precautions with which its fu rther  develop
m ent is even now surrounded.

In a nutshell, the  explanation of the timid policy 
displayed, is th a t  the B r o t h e r s  are fully assured th a t  the 
disclosure ot th a t  actual t ru th  about the  origin of the 
Woild and of Humanity,— of the laws which govern their 
existence and the destinies to which they are moving on 
which constitutes the secret doctrine.— is calculated to 
have a very momentous effect on the welfare of mankind. 
Great results ensue from small beginnings and the  seeds

of kuowledgo now being sown in the world may ultimately 
bear a prodigious harvest. Wc, who are present merely 
a t  the sowing, may not realise the magnitude and 
importance of the  impulse we aie concerned in 
giving, but tha t impulse will roll on, and a few genera
tions hence will be productive of tremendous conse
quences one way or the other. For occult philosophy 
is no shadowy system of speculation like any of the  
hundred philosophies with which the minds of men have 
been overwhelmed ; it  is the positive Truth, and by the 
time enough of it  is let out, it will be seen to be so by 
thousands of the greatest men who may then  be living m 
the  world. W hat will bo the consequence '! The first 
effect on the  minds of all who come t.o understand it,̂  is 
terribly iconoclastic. I t  drives out before it  everything  
else in the shape of religious belief. I t  leaves no room 
for any conceptions belonging even to the  ground-work or 
foundation of ordinary religious faith. And what becomes 
then of all rules of right and wrong, of all sanctions for 
morality ? Most assuredly there are higher rules of right 
and wrong thrilling through every fibre of occult philoso
phy really, than any which common place theologies can 
teach ; far more cogent sanctions for morality than can bo 
derived at second-hand from the distorted doctrines of 
exoteric religions; bu t a complete transfer of the sanction, 
will be a process involving the greatest possible danger 
for m ankind at the  time. Bigots of all denominations 
will laugh a t  the  idc''. of such a transfer being seriously 
considered. The orthodox Christian, confident in the 
thousands of churches overshadowing ali western lands ; 
of the enormous force engaged in the maintenance and 
propagation of the faith, with the Pope and the Protestant 
hierarchy in alliance for this broad purpose, with tho 
countless clergy of all sects, and the fiery Salvation Army 
bringing up tiie rear, will th ink th a t  tlie Earth  itself is 
more likely to crumble into physical ruins than the 
irresistible authority of Religion to bo driven back. They 
are all counting however without the progress of enlight
enment. The most absurd religions die h a r d ; but when 
the intellectual classic definitively reject them, they die, 
with throes of terrible agony, may be, and perhaps, like 
Samson in the Temple, but they cannot permanently outlive 
a conviction th a t  they are false among the leading minds 
of the age. J u s t  what has been said of Christianity  may 
be said of Mahomedanism and Brahininism. Little or no 
risk is run while occult literature aims merely at pu tting  
a reasonable construction on perverted tenets,— it show
ing people th a t  tru th  may lurk behind even the strongest 
tlieologic fictions. And the lover of orthodoxy in either 
of the cases instanced may welcome the explanation with 
complacency. For him also, as for the Christian, the faith 
which he professes, sanctioned by what looks like a 
considerable an tiqu ity  to the very limited vision of 
uninitiated historians, and supported by the attachm ent ot 
millions grown old in its service and careful to educate 
the ir  children in the  convictions tha t  have served their 
turn,— is founded on a rock which has its base in the 
foundations of the  World. Fragmentary teachings of 
occult philosophy seem at first to he no more than 
annotations on the canonical doctrine. They may even 
embellish it with graceful interpretations of its symbolism, 
parts of which may have seemed to require apology when 
ignorantly taken at tho foot of the letter. But this is 
merely the  beginning of the attack. If occult, philosophy 
gets before the world with anything resembling complete
ness it will so command the assent ol earnest students tha t 
for them nothing else of th a t  nature will remain standing. 
And the earnest s tudents in such cases must multiply. 
They are multiplying now, even, merely on the strength 
of the little th a t  has been revealed. True a.s ye t—.for some 
time to come,— the study will be as it were the whim of 
a few; bu t  “ those who know,” know among other 
things that, give it  fair play, and it must become the 
subject of enthusiasm with all advanced thinkers. And 
what is to happen when the  world is divided into two 
camps,— the whole forces of intellectuality and culture on 
the one side, those of ignorance and superstitious fanaticism



on tlie o t h e r ! W ith  such a war as th a t  impending the 
adepts who will be conscious tha t  they prepared the lists 
and armed the  combatants, will require some be tter  
justification for tlieir policy before tlieir own consciences 
than  the  reflection tha t in the beginning people accused 
them of selfishness, and of keeping a miserly guard over 
the ir  knowledge and so goaded them with this taunt, th a t  
they  were induced to set the  ball rolling.

There is no question, be it understood, as to the relative 
merits of the moral sanctions th a t  are afforded by oc.cnlt 
philosophy, and those which are distilled from the worn 
out materials of existing creeds. If the  world could 
conceivably be shunted a t  one coup from the  one code of 
morals to the other, the world would be greatly the  better  
for the change. B u t the change cannot be made all a t  
once, and the transition is most dangerous. On the other 
hand it is no less dangerous to take no steps in the  direc
tion of tha t  transition. For though existing religions may 
be a great power— the Pope ruling still over millions of 
consciences if not over towns and states, the name of the 
Prophet being still a word to conjure with in war, the 
forces of Brahminical custom holding countless millions in 
willing subjection,— in spite of all this the  old religions 
are sapped and past the ir  prime. They aro in process 
of decay, for they are losing their hold on the educated 
fninority ; it  is still the case th a t  in all countries the  camps 
of orthodoxy include large numbers of men distinguished 
by intellect'and culture, b u t  one by one the ir  numbers are 
diminishing. Five and twenty years only, in Europe, have 
made a prodigious change. Books are written now tha t  
pa ss  a lm o s t  as matters of course which would have been 
impossible no further back than tha t.  No further back, 
books thrilled society with surprise and excitement, which 
the intellectual world would now ignore as embodying 
the  feeblest commonplaces. The old creeds in fact are 
slowly losing the ir  hold upon mankind,— more slowly in 
the  more deliberately moving East  than  in Europe, bu t  
even here by degrees also,— and a time will come, 
whether occult philosophy is given out to take  their  
place or not,— when they will no longer afford even 
such faulty sanctions for moral conduct and right, as 
they have supplied in times gone by. Therefore it  is 
plain th a t  something must, bo given out to take their 
place, and hence the determinations of which this move
m ent in which we are engaged is one of the undulations, 
— these very words some of the  foremost froth upon the 
advancing wave.

B u t surely when something which m ust be done, is yet 
very dangerous in the doing the  persons who control the 
operations in progress may be excused for exercising the 
u tm ost caution. Readers of the  T h e o s o p h i s t  will be 
aware how bitterly our adept “ B r o t h e r s ” have been criti
cised for choosing to take the ir  own time and methods 
in the task of partially communicating their  knowledge to 
the world. Here in Ind ia  these criticisms have been in 
dignantly resented by the  passionate loyalty to the 
Mahatmas tha t  is so widely spread among Hindoos.— re
sented more by instinct than reason, in some cases per
haps, though in others no doubt as a consequence of a 
full appreciation of all tha t is being now explained and of 
other considerations beside. But in Europe such criticisms 
will have seemed hard to answer. The answer is 
really embodied however impeifeetly in the  views of the 
situation now set forth. W e ordinary mortals in the 
world, work as men travelling by the  light of a lantern in 
an unknown country. W e see bu t a little  way to the 
right and left, only a little way behind even. B u t the  
adepts work as men travelling by daylight with the 
further advantage of being able a t  will to get up in a 
balloon and survey vast expanses of lake and plain and 
forest.

The choice of time and methods for communicating 
occult knowledge to the  world necessarily includes the 
choice of intermediary agents. Hence tho double set of 
misconceptions, in India  and Europe, each adapted to the 
land of its origin. In  India  where knowledge of the

Brothers’ existence and reverence for their attributes is 
widely diffused, it  is natural th a t  persons who may be 
chosen for the ir  serviceability rather than for their 
merits, as the recipients of their direct teaching, 
should be regarded with a feeling resembling jealousy. 
In Europe tbe difficulty of getting into any sort of 
relations with the fountain-head of Eastern philosophy, 
is regarded as due to an exasperating exclusiveness 
011 the part  of the  adepts in that philosophy, which 
renders it  practically worth no mail’s while to devote 
himself to the task of soliciting their instruction. 
B u t ne ither  feeling is reasonable when considered in 
tho light of the explanations now put forward. The Brothers 
can oonsider none bu t public interests in the largest sense 
of the words, in throwing out the first experimental flashes 
of occult revelation into the  world. ' They can only employ 
agents on whom they can rely, for doing the work as they 
may wish it  done,— or a t  all events in no manner which 
may be widely otherwise. Or they can only protect the 
task on which they are concerned in another way. They 
may consent sometimes to a. very much more direct mode 
of instruction than  th a t  provided through intermediary 
agants for the  world a t  large, in the cases of organised 
societies solemnly pledged to secresy, for the time being 
a t  all events, in regard to the teaching to be conveyed to 
them. In  reference to such societies the Brothers need not 
be on the  watch to sec th a t  the teaching is not worked 
up for the  service of the world in a way they would 
consider, for any reasons of their own, likely to be injurious 
to final results or dangerous. Different men will 
assimilate the philosophy to bo unfolded, in different ways: 
forsomeit will be too iconoclastic altogether, and its further 
pursuit after a certain point is reached, unwelcome. Such 
persons entering too hastily on the  path of exploration, 
will be able to drop oft from the undertaking whenever 
they like, if thoroughly pledged to secrecy in the  first 
instance without being a source of embarrassment after
wards, as regards the steady prosecution of the  work in 
hand by other more resolute or less sensitive, labourers. 
I t  may be th a t  in some such societies, if any should bo 
formed in which occult philosophy may be secretly 
studied, some oftlio  members will be as well fitted as or 
better  than any other persons employed elsewhere to pu t 
the  teachings in shape for publication, bu t  in th a t  case it 
is to be presumed th a t  special qualifications will eventually 
m ake themselves apparent. The meaning and good sense 
of the restrictions provisionally imposed meanwhile, will 
be plain enough to any impartial person an reflection, 
even though their  novelty and strangeness may be n little 
resented at the  first glance.

M A T T E R  A N D  F O R C E , F R O M  T H E  H IN D U  
S T A N D P O IN T .

BY MOHTNI MOHUN CHATTERJEE, F.T.S.

There is a comical side of everything, and modern 
science is certainly no exception to this general rule. 
Like Bombastes Furioso it has hung up its dogmatic boots 
and sent forth a challenge to all comers with such ridicul
ous pompousness, th a t  it  forces a smile to the  lips of even 
the most superficial s tudent of our ancient philosophy, 
which alone enables us to take a true estimate of the 
Falstaffian valour of this would-be Cnesar of thought. 
I t  is from this philosophy th a t  we learn the  true ■worth of 
the villainous men in buckram in the shape of exploded 
superstitions th a t  science claims to have slain. The  most 
comical par t  of the whole is, perhaps, the  bold assurance 
with which it  tries, when pressed hard by an adversary, 
to take refuge behind its own fanciful laws of war which 
reminds us of a certain fencer in Moliere. The whole 
existence of modern science is a reductio a d  absurdum  of 
these laws— the so-called “ scientific method”; still, if you 
m ake a manly a t tem p t to take down the  worn-out boots 
and make the  highway safe for peaceful travellers, Bom
bastes will frighten them off by his unearthly yells.



An a ttem pt was a short while ago made in these 
columns by “ A Theosophist” to establish, with a flourish 
of trumpets, some scientific idol, patched up by him, with 
no great skill or design, on the  ruined reputation of Colonel 
Olcott as a scientist. But the  gods of the  Philistines have 
fallen down in the presence of Jehovah’s Ark. The reply 
to it by “ Another Theosophist,” contained iu the  same 
number of this journal, is qu ite  conclusive to all impar
tial minds. The addition of a few remarks, from the  
H indu  point of view, to th a t  exhaustive dissertation, will 
not, i t  is hoped, be entirely out of place.

I f  there is one th ing  more than another which marks 
the singularly unique position of modern science, i t  is its 
burning affection for Protean expressions. “ M atter” and 
“ Force” are perhaps two of the commonest scientific 
terms ; bu t even the greatest of our modern European 
Pundits  are not capable of clearly expressing the ideas 
these two words arc in tended to convey. I t  would per
haps not be an inaccurate representation of the position of 
science to say th a t  to it  “ M a t t e r ” is tha t  which can 
resist “ F o r c e ,” and “ F o r c e ” is tha t  which can act upon 
“ M a t t e r . ” One waggishly disjiosed might quote P unch  
in this connection— “ W h a t  is Mind ? No matter. 
W hat is M atter ? Never inind.” B u t in sober 
earnest we are here brought face to face with this 
dilemma :— Force either is or is not. Matter. I f  the  first 
branch of the alternative be true, then  there is an end of 
the  question, and the  scientist deserves but little thanks 
for having made such a desperate a t tem pt to create 
confusion. Supposing the other branch of i t  to be true, 
le t  us see to what conclusion such a supposition necessarily 
loads. Two things which are essentially different from 
each other cannot, as is taugh t by our philosophy, have 
any m utual relation. I t  may safely be assumed no 
scientist would ever dream of predicating such a th ing of 
M atter and Force, and i t  is therefore abundantly clear tha t 
M atter and Force are not essentially different ; but 
still they may differ in one sense ; and no doubt they do 
so, as the earthenware pot differs from the  earth and not as 
N a u g h t  from Aught. This difference is merely the result 
of a conscious entity  th inking in time. I t  is for this reason 
th a t  we cannot conceive of the  existence of anything 
beyond the One and the Only One. I t  would be quite  out of 
place to dwell here a t  length upon the various steps by 
which the  mind of man atta ins to this complete Synthetic 
U n ity  ; i t  would be quite  enough for our purpose to refer 
all inquirers who are wedded to the W estern school of 
thought to tlie greatest of Europe’s modern philosophers 
and one who nearly hits upon the  T r u t h — Em manuel 
Kant. 1 need scarcely say th a t  the “ empiric” scientists, 
as he calls them, have not ye t  been able to dislodge him 
from any single position ever taken by him.

Again, i t  will be seen, as our ancient philosophers 
taught, tha t  an effect must have existed iu its cause, for 
tha t  which was not can never be. To hold otherwise is 
to hold th a t  a relationship may exist between a th ing and 
its contrary : or, in other words, it  is to build upon tlio 
foundation of a miracle— which no doubt Science would 
be the very first to reject with scorn. Now, i t  is abun
dantly clear th a t  M atter  generates Force, and, therefore, 
the  la tte r  can never be without the former, and is in fact 
one of the conditions in which the former exists. Science, 
for reasons best known to itself, has chosen to designate 
a  particular condition of the  Universal Substance (the 
M a t t e r  of Occult Science) by the name of m atter par  
excellence and another of its conditions by force. This 
will be rendered clearer from the following consideration. 
A  weight is raised to a certain height, and the difference 
of condition thus brought about is called “ potential 
e n e r g y t h e  weight falls down and the differenco 
of condition in falling is “ kinetic energy.” This perhaps 
renders the  subject as plain as i t  is capable of being made. 
I t  may, however, here be argued th a t  this difference of 
condition shows the presence of a differentiating agent. But 
certainly th is  agent is not a separate eutity ; it is that

eternal law of which the Universal Substance itself is the 
embodiment.

I I O W  A  “ C H E L A  " F O U N D  H I S  “ GU RU ."*
(Being Extracts from a private letter to Damoilar K. Mavalankar (

Joint-Recording Secretary of the Theosophical Society.)
. . . W hen we met last a t  Bombay I told you what

had happened to me a t  Tinnevelly. My health  having 
been disturbed by official work and worry, I  applied for leave 
on medical certificate and it  was duly granted. One day in 
Septem ber last, while I  was reading in my room, I  was
ordered by the  audible voice of my blessed Guru, M----------
Maharsi, to leave all and proceed immediately to Bombay, 
whence I  had to go in search of Madame Blavatsky 
wherever I  could find her aud follow her wherever she 
went. W ithout losing a moment, I  closed up all my affairs 
and left the  station. For the tones of th a t  voice are to me 
the  divinist sound in na ture ; its commands imperative.
1 travelled in my ascetic robes. Arrived at Bombay, 
I  found Madame Blavatsky gone, and learned through 
you th a t  she had left a few days before; th a t  she was very 
ill ; and that, beyond the  fact th a t  she had left the placo 
very suddenly with a Chela, you knew nothing of her 
whereabouts. And now, I must tell you what happened 
to me after I  had left you.

Really not knowing whither I  had best go, I  took a 
through ticket to Calcutta ; but, on reaching Allahabad, 
I  heard the  same well-known voice directing me to go to 
Berhampore. A t  Azimgunge, in the train, I met, most 
providentia lly  I  may say, with some Babus (I did not then 
know they were also Theosophists since I  had never seen 
any of them), who were also iu search of Madame Blavatsky. 
Some had traced her to Dinapore, b u t  lost her track and 
w ent back to Berhampore. They knew, they said, she was 
going to T ibe t and wanted to throw themselves at the feet 
of the Mahatmas to perm it them to accompany her. At 
last, as I  was told, they received from her a note, inform
ing them to come if they so desired it, bu t tha t  she herself 
was prohibited from going to Tibet jus t  now. She was 
to remain, she said, in the vicinity of Darjeeling and 
would see the  B r o t h e r s  on the Sikkhim Territory, where 
they would not be allowed to follow her . . . Brother Nobin, 
the President of the Adlii Bhoutie B hratru  Theosophical 
Society, would not tell me where Madame Blavatsky 
was, or perhaps did not then know it himself. Yet he and 
others had risked all in the hope of seeing the  Mahatmas. 
On the  23rd a t  last, I  was brought by Nobin Babu from 
Calcutta to Chandernagore where I  found Madame Blavatsky, 
ready to start, five minutes after, with the train. 
A  tall, dark-looking hairy Chela (not Chunder Cusho), but 
a Tibetan I  suppose by his dress, whom I met after I had 
crossed the river with her in a boat, told me that I had 
come too late, tha t  Madame Blavatsky had already seen 
the  Mahatmas aud tha t  lie had brought her back. He would 
not listen to my supplications to take me with him, saying 
he had no other orders than what he had already 
executed, namely— to take her about 25 miles, beyond 
a  certain place he named to me and that he was now going 
to see her safe to the station, and return. The Bengalee 
brother-Theosophists had also traced aud followed her, 
arriving a t  the station half an hour later. They crossed 
the  river from Chandernagore to a small railway station 
on the  opposite side. W hen the train arrived, she got 
into the carriage, upon entering which I found the Chela! 
Aud, before even her own tilings could be placed in the 
van, the  train, against all regulations aud before the bell 
was rung—started off, leaving Nobin Babu, the Bengalees 
and her servant, behind. Only one Babu and the wife aud 
daughter  of another—all Theosophists and candidates for 
Chelaship— had time to get. in. 1 myself had barely the 
time to ju m p  in, into the last carriage. All her things— 
with the  exception of her box containing the  Theosophical 
correspondence— were left behind together with her

w 1’ub lisbed  by perm ission,



servant. Vet, even tl ie persons th a t  went by the  same 
train with her, did not roach Darjeeling. Babu Nobiu 
Banerjee, with tho servant., arrived five days la ter  ; and 
they who bad time to take tlieir seats, were left five or six 
stations behind, owing to another unforeseen accident (?) 
a t another further place, reaching Darjeeling also a few days 
later ! I t  requires no great stretch of imagination to know 
th a t  Madame Blavatsky lmd been or was, perhaps, being 
again taken to the B r o t h e r s ,  who, for some good reasons 
best known to them, did not want us to be following and 
watching her. Two o f th e  Mahatmas, I had learned for a 
certainty, were in the neighbourhood of British territory ; 
and one of them wa.s seen and recognised— by a person I 
need not name here— as a high C hi'tu l/n  of Tibet.

The first, days of her arrival Madame Blavatsky was 
living at the house of a Bengalee gentleman, a Theo
sophist; was refusing to see any one ; and preparing, as I  
thought, to go again somewhere on the  borders of Tibet. 
To all our importunities wc could get only this answer 
from her : tha t  we had no business lo flick lo and follow  
her. th a t  she did not want ns, aud th a t  she had no right 
to disturb the .Mahatmas, with all sorts of questions tha t  
concerned only the  questioners, lor they knew their  own 
business best.. In despair, I delermined, conic what m ig h t*  
to cross the frontier which is about a dozen miles from 
here, and find t.he .Mahatmas, or— D i e .  1  never stopped 
to th ink  tha t  what I was going to undertake  would be 
regarded as the rash act of a lunatic, I  neither spoke nor 
did I  understand ono word of either Bengalee, Urdu, 
or Nepaulese, nor of the Bhootan, or Tibetan languages.
I  bad no permission, no “ pass” from the Sikkhim Rajah, 
and yet was decided to penetrate into the heart of an in
dependent S tate  where, if anything happened, the Anglo- 
Indian officials would not—if even they could— protect me, 
since I would have crossed over without tlieir 
permission. B u t .1 never even gave th a t  a thought, bu t  
was bent upon one engrossing i d e a — to find and see 
my Guru. W ithout breathing a word of my intentions to 
any one, one morning, namely, October y, I set ou t in 
search of tho Mahatma. J had an umbrella, and a pilgrim’s 
staff for sole weapons, with a few rupees iu my purse. I  wore 
the yellow garb and cap. Whenever I was tired on the 
road, my costume easily procured for me for a small sum a 
pony to ride. The same afternoon I  reached the  banks of 
the Rungit River, which forms the boundary between the 
British and Sikkhim territories. I tried to cross it  by 
the aerial suspension bridge constructed of canes, bu t it 
swayed to and fro to such an extent, that I, wdio have never 
known in my life, what hardship was could not stand it. 1 
crossed the river by the ferry-boat and this even not 
without much danger and difficulty. T hat whole afternoon 
I  travelled on foot, penetrating further and further into tho 
heart o f th e  S ikkhim  tem to iy ,  along a narrow foot-path. I 
cannot now say how many miles I travelled before dusk, bu t 
I  am sure it  was not less than twenty or twenty-five miles. 
Throughout, I  saw nothing bu t impenetrable jungles and 
forests on all sides of me, relieved at very long intervals by 
solitary huts belonging to the mountain population. A t  
dusk 1 began to search around me for a place to rest in a t 
night. I met on the road, in the afternoon, a leopard aud 
a wild e a t ; and I  am astonished now to th ink  how I  should 
have felt 110 fear then nor tried to run away. Throughout, 
some secret influence supported me. Fear  or anxiety 
never once entered my mind. Perhaps in iny heart  there 
was room for no other feeling but an intense anxiety to 
find my G uru. When it  was just ge tting  dark, I  espied

•  T c a l l  t i t ©  c s p e c i n l  a t t e n t i o n  o f  c e r t a i n  o f  m y  a n x i o u s  c o r r e s p o n d e n t s  
t o  t h i s  e x p r e s s i o n ,  n m l  i n  f a c t  t o  M r .  R a m a s w a m i e r ’ s  w h o l e  a d v o n t u r e .  I t  
w i l l  s h o w  t h e  m a n y  g r u m b l e r s  a n d  s c e p t i c s  w h o  h a v e  b e e n  n o m p l a i n i n g  t o  
m o  b o  b i t t e r l y  t h a t  t h o  U r o t h o r s  h a v o  g i v e ! )  t h e m  n o  s i g n  o f  t h e i r  e x i s t e n c e ,  
w h a t  s o r t  o f  s p i r i t  i t  i s  w h i o h  d r a w s  i h e  A d e p t s  t o  a u  a s p i r a n t .  T h o  t o o  
c o m m o n  n o t i o n s ,  t h a t  t h e  m e r e  j o i n i n g  o f  o u r  S o c i e t y  g i v e s  a n y  r iy h t  t o  
o c c u l t  i n s t r u c t i o n ,  a n d  t h a t  a n  i n e r t  s e n t i m e n t a l  d e s i r e  f o r  l i g h t  s h o u l d  b e  

r e w a r d e d ,  n r i s o  f r o m  t h e  l a m e n t a b l e  i g n o r a n c e  w l i i c h  n o w  p r e v a i l s  w i t h  
r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  l a w s  o f  m y s t i c a l  t r a i n i n g  O u r u s  t h e r e  a r o  n o w ,  a s  t h e r o  
h a v e  a l w a y s  b e e n  i n  t h e  p a s t  ;  a n d  n o w  a s  h e r e t o f o r e ,  t h e  t r u o  C h o i  a  c a n  
f i n d  a m o n g  t h e m  o n e  w h o  w i i  t  t a U o  h i m  u n d e r  h i s  e a r e >  i f  l i k e  o u r  T i n n e v e l l y  
I i r o t h e r  h o  has d e t e r m i n e d  * ' t o  l i n d  t h e  M ahatm as o r  - d i e  T ’ — I ) ,  h .  
JIavlcuikar, •

a solitary h u t  a few yards from the roadside. To it  j  
directed my steps in the hope of finding a lodging. The 
rude door was locked. The cabin was untenanted a t  the 
time. I  examined it  on all-sides and found an aperture on 
the western side. I t  was small indeed, bu t sufficient for 
me to ju m p  through. I t  had a small shu tter  and a wooden 
bolt. By a strange coincidence of circumstances the hill- 
lnan had forgotten to fasten it on the inside when he locked 
the door ! Of course, after what has subsequently trans
pired I now, through the eye of faith, see the protecting 
hand of my G u ru  everywhere around me. Upon getting  
inside I  found the room communicated, by a small door
way, with another apartment, the two occupying the 
whole space of this sylvan mansion. I  lay down, con
centrating my every though t upon my G uru  as usual, 
and soon fell into a profound sleep. Before I  went 
to rest, I  had secured the door of the  other room and 
the single window'. I t  may have been between ten and 
eleven, or perha.ps a little later, th a t  I  awoke and heard 
sounds of footsteps in the  adjoining room. I  could plainly 
distinguish two or three people talking together in a 
dialect th a t  to me was no better  than gibberish. Now, I 
cannot recall the  same without a shudder. A t  any 
moment they might have entered from the other room 
and murdered me for my money. Had they mistaken me 
for a burglar the  same fate awaited me. These and 
similar thoughts crowded into my brain in an inconceiv
ably short period. B u t  my heart did not palpitate with 
fear, nor did I for one m om ent th ink of the possibly tragi
cal chances of the th ing  ! I know not what secret influence 
held me fast, bu t  nothing could pu t  me out or make me 
fear; I  was perfectly calm. Although 1 lay awake and 
staring into darkness for upwards of two hours, and even 
paced tbe room softly and slowly, without making any 
noise, to see if I could make my escape, in case of need, 
back to the forest, by the same way I  had effected my 
entrance into the h u t— no fear, I  repeat, or any such feeling 
ever entered my heart. I  recomposed myself to rest. 
After a sound sleep, undisturbed by any dream, I  woke 
and found it was ju s t  dawning. Then I  hastily p u t  oil 
my boots, and cautiously go t out of the bu t  through the 
same window. I  could Jiear the snoring of the owners of 
the b u t  in the o ther  room. B ut I  lost no time and gained 
the  path to S ikkhim  (tbe city) and held on my way with 
unflagged zeal. From  the inmost recesses of my heart 
I  thanked my revered G u ru  for the protection lie had 
vouchsafed me during the  night. W hat prevented tiie 
owners of the h u t  from penetrating to the second room? 
W h a t  kept me in the  same serene and calm spirit, as if 
I  were in a room of iny own house ? W h a t  could 
possibly m ake me sleep so soundly under such circum
stances,— enormous, dark forests on all sides abounding 
in wild beasts, and a party of cut-throats— as most of the 
Sikkhimese are said to be— in the  next room with an easy 
and rude door between them  and me ?

W hen i t  became quite  light, I  wended my way on 
through  hills and dales. R iding or walking the paths,
I  followed are not a pleasant journey for any man, unless 
he be, I  suppose, as deeply engrossed in thought as I  was 
then  myself, and quite  oblivious to anything affecting 
the  body. I  have cultivated the power of mental concen
tration to such a  degree of late that, on many an occasion,
I  liave been able to make myself quite oblivious of any
th ing around me when my mind was wholly bent upon 
the one object of my life, as several of my friends will 
testify ; bu t never to such an extent as in this instance.

I t  was, I  think, between eight and nine A . M .  and I  was 
following the road to the  town of Sikkhim whence, I  was 
assured by the people I  m e t on the road, I  could crdss 
over to Tibet easily in my pilgrim’s garb, when I  suddenly 
saw a solitary horseman galloping towards me from the 
opposite direction. From his tall stature and the, eiperfc 
way he managed the animal, I  thought he was sdtrie 
military officer of the  S ikkh im  Rajah. Now, I thought, 
am I  caught ! H e  will ask me for my pass aud what 
business I have ou tbe independent territory uf fSiJikJjiip,



and, perhaps, have me arrested and— sent back, if not 
worse. B u t—as he approached me, lie reined the steed. 
I  looked a t  and recognised him instantly . . .  I  was in 
the awful presence of him, of the same Mahatma, my own 
revered G uru  whom I had seen before in his astral body, 
on the balcony of the  Theosophical Headquarters  !* I t  
was he, the “ f i im a h y a n  B r o t h e r ” of the ever memor
able night of December last, who had so kindly dropped 
a le tter  in answer to one I  had given in a sealed envelope 
to Madame Blavatsky—whom I  had never for one moment 
during  the interval lost s igh t of—bu t  an hour or so be
fore ! The very same instant saw me prostrated on the 
ground a t  liis feet. I  arose a t his command and, leisurely 
looking into his face, I  forgot myself entirely in the  con
templation of the image I  knew so well, having seen his 
portra it (the one in Colonel Olcott’s possession) a number 
of times. I  knew not what to say : joy and reverence 
tied my tongue. The majesty vof liis countenance, which 
seemed to me to be tho impersonation  of power and 
thought, held me rap t in awe. I  was a t  last face 
to face with “ the M ahatm a of the  H im avat” and he 
was 110 myth, no “ creation of the imagination of a 
m edium ,” as some sceptics suggested. I t  was no night 
dream; it  is between nine and ten  o’clock of the  forenoon. 
There is the  sun shining and silently witnessing the  
scene from above. I  see H im  before me in flesh and 
b lood; and he speaks to me in accents of kindness and 
gentleness. Wliat more do I  want ? My excess of happi
ness made me dumb. Nor was it  until a few moments 
later th a t  I  was drawn to u t te r  a few words, encouraged 
by his gentle tone and speech. His complexion is not as 
fair as th a t  of Mahatma Koot H o o m i; but never have I 
seen a countenance so handsome, a stature so tall and so 
majestic. As iu his portrait, he wears a short black beard, 
and long black hair hanging down to his b r e a s t ; only his 
dress was different. Instead of a white, loose robe lie 
wore a yellow mantle lined with fur, and, on his head, 
instead of a pagri, a  yellow Tibetan felt cap, as I  have seen 
some Bhootanese wear in this country. W hen the  first 
moments of rapture and surprise were over and I  calmly 
comprehended the situation, I  had a long ta lk with him. 
H e told me to go no further, for I  would come to grief. 
H e  said I  should wait patiently if I  wanted to become an 
accepted Chela; th a t  many were those who offered them 
selves as candidates, bu t  th a t  only a very few were found 
w o r th y ; none were rejected— but all of them  tried, and
most found to fail signally, especially------ - a n d -------. Some,
instead of being accepted and pledged this year, were now
thrown off for a y e a r ............................ l l i e  Mahatma,
I  found, speaks very little English— or a t  least it  so 
seemed to me—aud spoke to m e i n  m y  m other-tongue— 
Tam il. H e told uie th a t  if the Chohan  perm itted Mdme.
B. to go to Pari-jong next year, then  I  could come with 
her. . . . The Bengalee Theosophists who followed
the  “ Upasika” (Madame Blavatsky) would see th a t  she 
was right in trying to dissuade them  from following her 
now. I  asked the blessed Mahatma whether I  could tell 
what I  saw and heard to others. H e  replied in the affir
mative, and th a t  moreover I  would do well to write to you
and describe all......................

I  must impress upon your mind the  whole situation 
aud ask you to keep well in view th a t  what I  saw  was not 
the  mere “ appearance” only, th e  astral body of the 
Mahatma, as we saw him at Bombay, bu t the living man, 
in h is own physical body, l i e  was pleased to say when I 
offered my farewell n a m a ska ra m s  (prostration) tha t  lie 
approached the British Territory to see the Upasika. . .
Before be left me, two more men came on horseback, 
his attendants I  suppose, probably Chelas, for they were 
dressed like lama-gylongs, and both, like himself, with 
long hair streaming down their backs. They followed 
the Mahatma, as he left, a t  a  gentle trot. For over 
un hour I  stood gazing at  the place th a t  lie had ju s t

'■* 1 re fe r th e  ro ad er to  M r. R aum sw am ier’s le t te r  in H int* ott Exoteric 
Thto3uukij, p p . 7 -  anil 73, fe r  a  e le a re r com prehension  of th e  h igh ly  Im por
ta n t  o ircum staiic^ 9̂ refer* ^  Mi

quitted, and then, I slowly retraced my steps. Now it 
was th a t  I found for the first time th a t  my long boots 
had pinched mo in my leg in several places, tha t  I had 
eaten nothing since the  day before, and th a t  I was too 
w eak  to walk further. My whole body was aching in 
every limb. A t  a little distance I saw petty  traders with 
country ponies, taking burden. I hired one of these 
animals. I11 the afternoon I came to the R un g it  River 
and crossed it. A bath in its cool waters renovated me. 
I purchased some fruits in the only bazar there and ate 
them  heartily. I took another horse immediately and 
reached Darjeeling late in the evening. I could neither 
eat, nor sit, nor stand. Evey part of my body was aching. 
My absence had seemingly alarmed Madame Blavatsky. 
She scolded me for my rash and mad a t tem p t  to try to go 
to Tibet after th is  fashion. When I  entered the  house I 
found with Madame Blavatsky, Babu Parbati Churn Roy, 
D epu ty  Collector of Settlem ents and Superin tendent of 
Dearah Survey, and his Assistant, Babu K an ty  Bhushan 
Sen, both members of our Society. At their  prayer and 
Madame Blavatsky’s command, I recounted all th a t  had 
happened to me, reserving of course my private conversa
tion with the Mahatma. . . They were all, to say the least,
astounded ! .............................After all, she will not go
this year to Tibet ; for which I  am sure she does not care, 
since she saw our Masters, thus effecting her  only object. 
B u t we, unfortunate people ! We lose our only chance of 
going and offering our worship to the  “ Himalayan 
Bro thers’' who— I kn o w — will not soon cross over to Bri
tish territory, if ever again.

I write to you this letter, my dearest Brother, in order 
to show how right we were in protesting against 
“ H. X.’s” le tter  in the  T i i b o s o p h i s t .  The ways of the 
Mahatmas may appear, to our limited vision, strange and 
unjust, even cruel— as in the case of our Brothers 
here, the  Bengalee Babus, some of whom are now 
laid up with cold and fever and perhaps murmuring 
against the B r o t h  m is ,  forgetting tha t they never asked 
or personally perm itted  them  to come, b u t  tha t  they had 
themselves acted very rashly...................................................

And now th a t  1 have seen the M ahatma in the  flesh, 
and heard his living voice, let 110 one dare say to me that 
the  B r o t h  Kits do not exist. Come now whatever will, death 
has 110 fear for me, nor the vengeance of enemies; for what I 
know, i  K n o w  !

You will please show this to Colonel Olcott who first 
opened my eyes to the  Guana M arga, and who will be 
happyto hear of the success (more than  I deserve) tha t  
has a ttended me. I shall give him details in person.

S. R a m a s w a m ik u , F.T.S.
Darjeeling, October 7,188:2.

TIM E, SPA CE, AND E T E R N IT Y .
[W e  find a review in the N o te s  isy th e  W at b y  “ M. A. 

(O xon)” o f  u book, often liienlineil, but rarely seen by auy 
one— “ T h e  Stars nml the E a r th ”— which is so excellent tha t  we 
republish it in full.—-Ed. ]

This little book,* which I  remember long ago—years 
before Mr. Crookes first mentioned it  to Serjeant Cox 
and m e— has always appeared to contain arguments 
and thoughts  which a Spiritualist should sympathise with. 
Serjeant Cox, being thus introduced to it, employed some 
of them at the  close of his “ Introduction to Psychology,”

*  u Thi Stan and the Earth" L o n . I o n :  B a l l i e r o ,  T i n d a l l ,  a n d  C o x ,  1 8 8 0 .  
I t  m a y  b o a l s o  o r d e r e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  M a n a g e r  o f  t h e  T i i t e o a .  P r i c e  I t s .  1 * 4 .  I t s  
a u t h o r n h i p  h a s ,  w o  b e l i e v e ,  n e v e r  b e e n  d i s c l o s e d .  F r o m  M r  B a l l i t f r e  
h i m s e l f  w e  h a d ,  w h e n  p u r c h a s i n g  a  c o p y  o f  t h o  o r i g i n a l  e d i t i o n ,  s o m e  
t h i r t y  y e a r s  a g o ,  t h e  s t o r y  o f  i t s  p u b l i c a t i o n .  O n e  d a y  M r . B a l l i 6r c  r e c e i v 
e d  b y  p o s t  t h e  M S S  o f  t h i s  l i t t l e  w o r k ,  w i t h  a  b a n k - n o t e  f o r  £ 5 0  a n d  
a  l e t t e r  o f  a  f e w  l i n e *  w i t h o u t  s i g n a t u r e ,  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  t h i s  s u m  w a s  
s e n t  t o  d e f r a y  I h e  c o s t a  o f  p u b l i c a t i o n .  M r .  I t .  A .  P r o c t o r ,  t h o  a s t r o n o 
m e r ,  s p e a k s  m o s t  h i g h l y  o f  i t  i u  a  r e c e n t  p u b l i c a t i o n  a n d ,  i n  f a c t ,  i t  h a s  
a l w a y s  b e e n  r e c o g n i s e d  a . s  o n e  o f  t h o  a b l e s t  e s s a y s  i n  c o n t e m p o r a n e o u s )  

literature. Uoua M* A. (Qxvu) »u#pect ita author if—ISd. Tueos.



but be lias by no means exhausted or even fully stated the 
curious speculations contained in those sixty little pages. 
We are so accustomed to take th ings as we see them, 
acccpting surface explanations, th a t  many of us have 
carricd the same method into our dealings with the super- 
sensuous phenomena of which we know so little. I t  may 
be well to reflect tha t  sometimes things are demonstrably 
no t what they seem. Some elementary considerations 
will show this. Light travels a t  th e  ra te  of about 
200,000 miles in a second. The sun, therefore, being 92J 
millions of miles distant, has risen eight m inutes before it  
becomes visible to us. I t  takes fifty four minutes for a 
ray to comc to us from Ju p i te r  ; two hours from U ranus ; 
and no less than twelve years from th a t  glorious star Vega in 
the  Lyre. This calculation might be indefinitely prolonged, 
till the mind refused to take in the  facts : e.g., from a star 
of third magnitude a ray of light takes th irty  years to 
roach us, and from ono of the seventh, 180 years, while 
from one of the twelfth magnitude, perceptible only 
through a very good telescope, the ray which meets the 
eye has left the star 4,000 years ago. Nothing, then, is 
more sure than tha t  wc do no t see any star as it  is. Vega 
appears to our eye as it  was twelve years and more ago, 
and, for aught we know to tho contrary, its light may havo 
been finally quenched before the  child of ten years old, 
who wonders a t  its glory, first drew the breath  of life.

Reverse these considerations, and see what views are 
opened out. Imagine the universe peopled with beings 
like ourselves, gifted with the requisite power of vision, 
or a sufficiently good telescope. W h a t  would happen ? 
An observer ou the sun would see this earth  as i t  was 
eight minutes before. An observer in Vega would see 
what occurred more than twelve years before ; 
and a denizen of a twelfth magnitude star m ight now be 
gazing on the palmy days of Memphis, and be tracing tho 
adventures of Abraham and Lot. So, then, Omniscience 
and Omnipresence are one and the same thing. Only 
postulate an intelligent observer placed a t  every point in 
space— omnipresent—and ho would see a t  a glance all 
that ever occurred ; lie would be Oinuiscient. The 
extension of space is identical with th a t  of time. A 
human being capable of being transmitted through space—
i. c., delivered from the prison-house of tho body— m ight 
see from one fixed star Galileo before the Inquisition ; 
from another St. Augustine as lie brought Britain into 
relation with the  highest civilisation of th a t  far-off epoch ; 
from another the Battle  of Waterloo, and from yet another 
the pomp and splendour of Solomon in all his glory. 
The universe preserves an imperishable record of the 
past, and is in very tru th  the scroll of the  book of God’s 
remembrance. I t  is not alone ou the floor of the  secret 
chamber tha t  the blood-stain of m urder is indelibly fixed, 
but the hideous details are photographed with faultless 
accuracy aud imperishable permanence ou the  e ther of 
Space.

Carry ou this thought. L e t  our observer with infinite 
power of vision be placed on a star of the twelfth m agni
tude. H e sees before him the history of Abraham. Let 
him be moved rapidly forward with such speed tha t  in 
an hour he conies to the distance from the  earth  a t  which 
the  sun in fixed. Imagine this, and you will have this u n 
questionable result. Your observer has had before his 
eye the entire history oftlie  world from th a t  d istant time 
till eight minutes ago, and he has seen it  all in an hour. 
H e  has lived this 4,000 years in a single hour. I n  a n 
n ih ila ting  the o rd in a ry  conditions o f Space yon have also 
hilled the lim ita tions o f 'l  ime. Iu  ouc hour he has lived
4,000 years; aud if for the hour you substitute a second, in 
that flash of time he would have summed up the events 
of forty centuries. That, with the h igcrand  more developed 
Spirits, “ a thousand years are as one day” may be con
ceivably, a literal truth. And what seem to us to be the 
indisputable facts of time and space may be demonstrably 
false conceptions, belonging only to an elementary state of 
being.

These sublime conceptions are susceptible of further 
application. Im agine th a t  the  light, and with it the  re
flection of some earthly occurrence, arrives a t a star in 
twenty years, and th a t  our observer mounts to the same 
star in twenty years and one day, starting, say, a t  the 
moment when a particular rose began to bloom. H e  will 
find there an imago of this rose as it  was before i t  began 
to blossom, and if he were endowed with infinite powers 
of sight and observation, he would have had time and 
means of studying for twenty years the changes which 
occurred to tha t  rose in a single day. So we have 
a microscope for time : as the lens enlarges a thousand 
times the  space a tiny object occupies, so here we have a 
means of enlarging a momentary occurrence to the  magni
tude of a century.

Nor is it  difficult to show by a single consideration how 
absolutely fictitious are our conceptions of time. Im agine 
tha t from this moment the course of the stars and our 
earth becomes twice as rapid as before. The year is six 
months ; the  day twelve hours ; the normal duration of life 
half  three-score and ten years. The hands of the  clock 
would travel twice as fast ; all the  processes of na tu re  
would proceed with double rapidity. How should we be 
affected by the  change? W e should have known none. Our 
thirty-five years would pass as the seventy did ; our days 
would be as full of busy idleness or strenuous toil ; our 
n igh t’s rest would not be perceptibly diminished. We 
should be to all outward seeming as we were. A  similar 
result would follow if tlie period and processes of life 
were accelerated a million times, or if they were reduced 
to the smallest conceivable point. There may be in the 
minutest globule of water a microscopic animalcule whose 
ideas on these matters are as lofty, and as misguided, as 
our own. For whether any space of time is what we 
call long or short, depends solely upon our standard of 
comparison and measurement. Compared with th a t  endless 
duration which we call eternity, the  question is not 
susceptible of answer. Time is not necessary for the  
origination or existence of an idea, but only for its com
munication. The idea exists as independently of time as 
the entire history of the world does. "T im e is only the 
rhythm  o f  the world’s h istory.’’

And what of space ? As, in reference to eternity, 
finite time vanishes, so in reference to endless space, 
the entire created universe is an inappreciable point. 
Reduce the  standards of measurement in the same 
way as we reduce the standards of time, and a similar 
result follows. I f  our solar system were, in all its in* 
finite details, suddenly contracted to the  size of a globule 
of water, or a grain of sand, we should move and exist 
with the same freedom from restraint, and be absolutely 
unconscious th a t  any change had taken place. Unless we 
had a standard of comparison we should be in blissful 
ignorance, though our s ta tu re  were bu t  the decillionth of 
an inch, and our world were of microscopic magnitude.

Time and Space are hum an conceptions, methods of 
contemplation incident to our present state of existence ; 
and no more inherently  true than  is the hum an conception 
of life as necessarily consisting of conception, growth, 
decay and death. I t  may be said in reference to these 
methods of dealing with Time and Space, th a t  we have only 
narrowed them  down to an infinitely small point, and 
have not really got rid of them. Scientifically it  may be 
replied that, iu its strictest sense, the  idea of the infinitely 
small is the same as the idea of nothing. As 
long as something more than nothing remains we m ust 
continue to divide it. The end is only reached when wo 
have got to tha t which is no further divisible, i.e., " a  
point without parts aud magnitude.”

B u t it  is possible by a simple illustration still more 
completely to bring home to the mind the fact that 
Space, as far as it  is within the scope of our senses, does 
not exist iii the expanded and varied forms which we see 
around us, bu t  th a t  these are dependent on our human 
methods of perception. We are familiar with the magic 
la n te rn , I t  is so co n stru c ted  th a t  a  p ic tu re  p a in te d  ia



colours on glass is thrown upon a lens, which has tbe 
property of refracting all rays th a t  fall on its surface, and 
focussing them  in a single point. Through this point they 
pass and expand the picture, diverging from one another 
as much as they previously converged. Now, given perfect 
lenses, and a perfectly smooth surface on which the  picture 
is to be cast, if the lantern be brought so near to the 
surface th a t  the focus falls on it, the  light would appear 
as a single distinct minute brigh t point. Y e t th a t  tiny 
speck of light contains the whole of the picture with all 
its details of form and co lour; and the  withdrawal of the 
lantern will cause these to become visible to our imper
fect senses. They are then 110 less in the  point of light 
than  in the expanded picture, bu t  our eyes are not con
structed to see them. The surface has become a point: 
th a t  point contains all the  varied, distinct parts of the 
surface;and it  results th a t  the differences which appear by 
the  separation and juxtaposition of the component parts 
do not require space as absolutely necessary to their exist
ence, bu t  tha t  one single, indivisible point may contain 
them  all. Only when we want to see them  we must 
expand our point into a surface.

These considerations, which pretend only to be conceiv
ably possible, i. e., not contrary to tho laws of thought, 
are, I  think, interesting from the point of view of an 
observant Spiritualist. They lead up directly to Zollner's 
conception of a Fourth  Dimension in Space. They are 
calculated to make us pause before we explain all the 
mysterious phenomena of Spiritualism by wliat is called 
“ rude common-sense”— a most unsafe and treacherous 
guide in such matters. Already we see reason to distrust 
the  evidence of our senses in m atters  of daily life. How 
shall they pilot 11s safely in the midst of new and un
imagined difficulties when the  average experience of 
m ankind is traversed and contradicted, as in the tying of 
knots 011 an endless cord, and in defiance of ordinary laws 
tha t  govern matter, recorded, among many other observers, 
by Zolluer in his " Transcendental Physics”? In  dealing 
with the phenomena th a t  meet us on the  very threshold 
of an investigation into mediumship, it  is surely well th a t  
we use “ common-sense” guardedly, pondering how it 
treats us even when we watch the  sun rising and setting, 
and wondering by how much all marvels would be d im i
nished, and most problems be solved, if we had b u t  mas- 
fered the great problem of all, Know thyself.

M . A . ( O x o n . )

E d i t o r ' *  N o t e . — H e r e  a g a i n ,  t h e s o  s u b l i m e  W e s t e r n  c o n c e p t i o n s  
o f  T i m e ,  S p a c o  a n d  E t e r n i t y  h a v e  b e e n  l o n g  a n t i c i p a t e d  b y  t h e  
p r o f o u n d  A r y a n  p h i l o s o p h e r s .  T h e  f a c u l t i e s  ( S i d d h i s )  o f  

D h u v a n a d  n y a  n a m  C h a n d r e  t a m  v y i i h a  d n y a n a m

a n d  D / i i 'u v e  t a t g a t i  d n y a n a m  ( “V^T cT j r f rT -  

f f U P J  ) ,  w h i c h  a r i s e  i n  a n  a s c e t i c  ( Y o g i )  d u r i n g  t h e  p r o g r e s s  o f  

h i s  i n t e r i o r  d e v e l o p m e n t  ( s e o  P a t a n j a l i ’s  “  Y o g a  A p h o r i s m s ”  j u s t  
p u b l i s h e d  i u  E n g l i s h  t r a n s l a t i o n  b y  t h e  B o m b a y  B r a n c h ,  T h e o s o -  
p h i e a l  S o c i e t y ) ,  e n a b l e  h i m  t o  a c q u i r e  i n t i m a t e  k n o w l e d g e  o f  
r e s p e c t i v e l y  t h e  “  S e v e n  W o r l d s , ”  o r  s p h e r e s  o f  b e i n g ,  o f  t h e  f o r m s  
o f  t h e  s t a r s  a n d  o f  t h e i r  m o t i o n s ,  b y  c o n c e n t r a t i n g  h i s  i n t e r i o r  
c o n s c i o u s n e s s  u p o u  t h e  S u n ,  t h e  M o o n ,  a n d  t h e  P o l e - s t a r .  D r .  B a l l a n -  
t y n o ’s  t r a n s l a t i o n  i s  t h u s  c r i t i c i z e d  i u  t h e  P r e f a c e  t o  t h e  w o r k  i n  
q u e s t i o n  : (i T h e r e  a r o  o p p r e s s i o n s  r u n n i n g  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  w h a l e
w o r k  o f  P n t i U i j a l i  w h i c h  110 r e a d e r  c o u l d  c o m p r e h e n d  w i t h o u t  t h e  

f r i e n d l y  h e l p  o f  M e s m e r i c  s t u d y . ”  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  t h e  w o r d s
•v »

H y ® '  .  ,  .  ( D h r u v e  n is h c h a l e  . . .  k r i t a

{ j a n y a m a s y a ) ,  t r a n s l a t e d  h y  D r .  B a l l a u t y n e  a s  “  p e r f o r m s  h i s  
r e s t r a i n t  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  P o l a r - s t a r ”  c o n v e y  110 m e a n i n g .  H o w  
c o u l d  o n e  u n d e r s t a n d  w h a t  i s  i m p l i e d  i n  t h e  v a g u e  w o r d s ?  B u t  
i f  t h o  i d e a  b e  c o n c e i v e d  t h a t  t h i s  r e a l l y  m e a n s  t h e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  
o f  t h o u g h t  u p o n  t h e  p o i n t  i u  t h e  h e a v e n s  o c c u p i e d  b y  t h e  S t a r ,  
w i t h  s u c h  i n t e n s i t y  t h a t  t h e  t h i n k e r  c a n  t r a n s f e r  h i s  c o n s c i o u s 
n e s s  t o  t h a t  s t a n d i n g - p o i n t  o f  o b s e r v a t i o n ,  t h e n  w o  m a y  e a s i l y  
i m d e r s t a u d  h o w  h e  c o u l d  g a t h e r  w i t h i n  t h e  s w e e p  o f  h i s  s p i r i t u a l  
t i g h t  a l l  o f  o u r  u n i v e r s e  t h a t  l i e s  b e t w e e n  t h a t  s t a r  a n d  o u r  
E a r t h .  S o  a s  r e g a r d s  o t h e r  p o i n t s  o f  c o n c e n t r a t i o n .  T h e  Y o g i n  
m u s t  l e a r n  t o  c o m p r e s s  h i s  w h o l e  s e n t i e n t  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  i n t o  a  
c h o s e n  s p o t ,  o r  u p o n  a  c e r t a i n  p i e c e  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  h e  d e s i r e s .  
O u t s i d e  t h a t  s p o t ,  o r  a p a r t  f r o m  t h a t  s u b j e c t  h e  m u s t ,  f o r  t h e  
m o m e n t ,  f e e l  n o  e x i s t e n c e  . . . .  W h e n  t h i s  g r a n d  c y c l e  o f  
p s y c h i c  e v o l u t i o n  h a s  b e e n  c o m p l e t e d ,  h e  i s  f r e e  a n d  M a s t e r .  
T h e n c e f o r t h  n e i t h e r  m a t t e r ,  t i m e  n o r  s p a c e  c a n  o b s t r u c t  h i s  
( j u e s t  a f t e r  t h e  H i g h e s t  k n o w l e d g e .  H e  k n o w s  B r a h m — h e  i s

B r a h m .  I u  t h o  L a h o r e  p a m p h l e t  [ B y  S a b h a p a t y  S w a m i  : o u t  o f  
p r i n t ]  o n o  o f  t h e  d r a w i n g s  s h o w s  a  s p h e r e  o f  s i l v e r y  l i g h t  
a r o u n d  t h e  Y o g i n ’s  h e a d .  I n  t h i s  a r e  p i c t u r e d  t h e  h e a v e n l y  
o r b s ,  a n d  a n  o u t l i n e  m a p  o f  t h e  E a r t h ' s  c o n t i n e n t s .  T h e  m e a n i n g  
o f  t h i s  i s  t h a t  w h e n  h i s  S e l f - E v o l u t i o n  i s  p e r f e o t e c f ,  t h e  Y o g i n  
c a n  s e e  t h r o u g h  t h e  p u r e  A k a s a  ( A s t r a l  l i g h t ,  o r  E t h e r )  a l l  t h a t  
c o n c e r n s  t h e  o r b s  o f  s p a c e ,  a s  w e l l  a s  a l l  t h a t  i s  t r a n s p i r i n g  u p o n  
o u r  g l o b e .  T h e  a n c i e n t s  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e i r  s a i n t s  t h u s  w i t h  a  
r a d i a n t  n im b u s ,  a n d  t h o  I d e a  wa*S b o r r o w e d  f r o m  t h e m  b y  C h r i s t i a n  
p a i n t e r s  a n d  s c u l p t o r s . ”

T H E  YOGA P H I L O S O P H Y *
This is the  work alluded to and quoted from iu the 

above editorial remarks. The late Rev. Dr. Ballentyne 
was one of the  most distinguished among Sanscrit scholars 
of his day, and liis translation of Patanjali’s Sutras—long out 
of p r in t— is highly esteemed by all students of Indian 
philosophy. H e died before completing the work, and it 
was finished by Pandit  Govind Shastri Deva. The revived 
interest iu Sanscrit literature among educated Hindus, 
very greatly due to the  labours of the Theosophical 
Society, and especially the growing desire to learn some
thing  as to the  means by which certitude about spiritual 
t ru th  may be obtained, have induced our brother Mr. 
Tnkarain to bring out the present volume under tlio 
auspices of our Bombay Branch. H e and his collaborators 
have done a real service to the ir  countrymen ; and our only 
regret is th a t  the  work will soon run out of print, as bu t a 
small edition was printed, and it is not stereotyped.

The leading idea of Patanjali’s philosophy is, th a t  all 
things result from tbe  action of spirit upon matter ; that 
the universe arose from the leflection of spirit upou matter 
in a visible form ; as contradistinguished from the  atomic 
theory of the  N yaya and Vaish^shika schools, and that of 
the Sankhya which affirms that m atter possesses in itself 
the power of assuming all manner of forms. B u t most 
Indian philosophies .agree tha t m atter  and tliat force which 
moves it (Spirit ?) aro eternal. Patanjali, in common 
with other teachers of the  East and West, holds that 
iu a world of ever-shifting phenomena arising from a 
hidden cause, the  bodily senses, which themselves are but 
the instrum ents of a concealed apprehending conscious
ness, cannot distinguish the  real from tbe  unreal. They 
aie the easy dupes of delusion ; and he who trusts  to thoir 
guidance is like the  blind man led by tlio blind. Truth 
can only be seen by th a t  which is independent of external 
appearances— Spirit. “ Spirit  is omnipresent, unchange
able, everlasting, undivided, and Wisdom itself.” False 
ideas “ are destroyed by examining th a t  which is not 
Spirit, and from this examination will result the know
ledge of Spirit. Clear knowledge of Spirit arises from 
Yoga, or abstraction of mind ; and this leads to liberation ; 
b u t  not immediately, for discriminating Wisdom is neces
sary . . . Error is removed, first, by doubts respect
ing the  reality of our conceptions, and then by more certain 
knowledge.” Dr. W ard ably summarizes Pataujali’s 
doctrines [ View of the Hist. Lit. and Myth, of the 
Hindus,  Ed. of 1818, p. 228] and the reader will find his 
para, quoted in the present volume, where it  is followed 
by the late (and now deeply lamented) Thomas Taylor’s 
still more able Summary of Patanjali Sutra. The Yogi 
passes through four principal stages in the course of his 
psychic self-development— (a) H e  learns the  rules of 
Yoga; (b) acquires perfect knowledge, i.e., complete 
emancipation from tho delusive influences of the external 
senses; (c) employs this knowledge practically, and 
overcomes the  material influence of the  primary elements ; 
(id ) destroys all consciousness of personality and indivi
duality 3 T ^ K  (ahankdra), and thus frees the soul from

* T h e  Y o g a  P h i l o s o p h y :  B e i n g  t h e  t e x t  o f  P a t a n j a l i ,  w i t h  B l i o j a -  
R a j a h ’a  C o m m e n t a r y .  A. r e p r i n t  o f  t h e  E n g l i s h  t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  t h e  
a b o v e ,  b y  t h e  l a t e  D r .  B a l l e n t y n e  a u d  G o v i n d  S h a s t r i  D e v a ,  t o  w h i e h  
a r e  a d d e d  e x t r a c t s  f r o m  v a r i o u s  a u t h o r s .  W i t h  a u  i n t r o d u c t i o n  b y  
C o l o n e l  H e n r y  S .  O l c o t t ,  & c . ,  & c .  T h e  w h o l e  e d i t e d  b y  T u l c a r u i n  
T a t i a ,  R T  S .  ( B o m b a y  : P u b l i s h e d  b y  t h e  B o m b a y  B r a n c h ,  T h e o s  j -  
p h i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  1 8 8 2 . )



matter. I t  is claimed by the Yogin tha t  he acquires 
innumerable transcendental powers as his self-develop
m ent proceeds, aud Mr. Taylor enumerates the following 
twenty-five :— (1) Knowledge of past, present and future 
things ; (2) by fixing his mind on words, knowledge of 
universal sciences; (3) by the same on the lines in his 
hands, knowledge of his former states of existence; (4) 
on the  hearts of others, knowledge of the ir  th o u g h ts ;  (5) 
on his own person, invisibility of fo rm ; ((>) oil his own 
actions, knowledge of their future consequences; (7) on 
compassion and sympathy, a feeling of beneficence to all 
b e ings ; (S) on strength, perfect strength ; (9) on the 
Sun, the power, like it, of viewing all things ; (10) on tiie 
Moon,knowledge of astronomy; (11) on the  Polar-star, 
knowledge of the constellations; (12) on the heart and 
stomach, knowledge of an a to m y ; (13) oil the bottom of 
the throat, freedom from hunger and th i r s t ;  (14) on tlie 
nerve in the  throat, called ( K u n n i) rigidity of
posture; (15) on the universality of (Manas) know
ledge of all invisible objects; (IG) on the  seat of the 
mind, knowledge of the thoughts past, present and future 
of himself .and o th e rs ; (17) on the state of a Yogi when 
emancipated, knowledge and sight of the spirit un- 
tissociated with matter. In  the  last chapter the state of 
K aivalya  or emancipation during life is described. This 
is the Jivan M u k ti  of which all pious H indus dream. I t  
is the  highest state possible preceding actual re
absorption into Parabrahma. In  this state  the Yogi 
is said to a tta in  tho remaining eight transcendental 
powers:— (18) the power of en tering  a living or dead 
body and causing it  to act as if it  were its own—a 
power to bo used, of course, only in quest of useful know
ledge, or to do or cause to be done some act of beneficence to 
h u m a n i ty ; (19) extreme l ig h tn ess ; (20) resplendent 
brilliancy; (21) the power of hearing sound, however 
distant, even from the other worlds, or spheres ; (22) of 
transforming himself into each and all of the five elements ; 
(23) of passing and penetrating anywhere ; (24) of chang
ing tlie course of N ature  ; (25) of final liberation.

W e have quoted these at length to whet the curiosity of 
students of psychology and show what pleasure awaits 
them in studying this unique and useful volume, and 
applying its contents as a key to read many a riddle offered 
in the mythology, folk-lore, legends and sacred scriptures 
of various peoples of ancient and modern times. Our chief 
regret is th a t  so small an edition (500 copies) was printed, 
for it  must soon be exhausted, to the  disappointment of 
many distant readers. As elsewhere stated in the  present 
num ber of our magazine and often before, we do not recom
mend Yoga, especially Hatha-Yoga practice to amateurs, 
nor even to would-be proficients after they  have passed 
the age of boyhood or girlhood at which, under ancient 
usage, they came under the  care of the  venerated Adept 
Guru. B u t nevertheless, we recommend the  reading of 
Mr. Tukardm ’s compilation for the  light it  must throw 
npon psychological problems th a t  are now actively engaging 
tlie attention of W estern science. And certainly no 
library of Spiritualist or Theosophist can afford to be w ith 
out a copy.

A  F R E E T H I N K E R  I N  P A L E S T IN E .*
Of Mr. B ennett’s abilities as a  writer wc have already 

had occasion to speak ; so th a t  we need only say th a t  his 
p resen t volume is in liis characteristically quaint, strong, 
aggressive, and not over-polished style. We have Bhoja 
Iliya’s word for i t  th a t  " all commentators are perverters 
of the  meaning of their au th o rs ;” so, bearing th a t  in 
mind, we shall not risk a hard earned reputation for 
fairness by going into any very extended notice of a 
work which is a t  once interesting and instructive beyond 
almost any upon Palestine th a t  we have iead. Critics 
too often criticize books w ithout tak ing  the trouble 
to read them, bu t  we have read this one of Mr. B ennett’s

from the first word to tlie last. H e  went to Palestine 
with two distinct ideas to carry out, viz., to see the 
country, and to tell the t ru th  about it. To do the latter 
without fear or favour, to expose exaggerations of the old 
fairy stories about its ancient inhabitants, their  rulers and 
the momentous events located there, required no little solid 
pluck ; and our au thor’s sincerity and moral courage will 
not be doubted by any one who follows his narrative and 
ponders his suggestive criticisms. The ideas of the 
pettiness of this so over-lauded land, in olden times as 
well as now, and the impossibility of many things having 
happened there  th a t  we are asked to believe in, force 
themselves continually upon the  mind. I t  is a missionary 
book iu the  strictest sense of being calculated to do 
missionary work— against Christianity. Freethinkers, then, 
will prize i t  as highly as the great mass of Christians will 
hate it  and loathe its-author.

P R O C E E D IN G S  O F T H E  SO C IE T Y  F O R  
P S Y C H IC A L  RESEA R C H .

The first num ber of the journal of this new Society is 
full of interesting m atte r  and indicates tha t  our sister asso
ciation will do good work in a field where such service was 
sorely needed. O ur friendly interest in its operations has 
been already declared (Thko,s o p h i s t ,  July), without reserve, 
and we need only repeat tha t  our Society is ready and 
willing to carry out any line of psychic research in Ind ia  or 
Ceylon th a t  the S. P. R. may indicate. The more so tha t  
some of our ablest men of the British Theosophical Society 
have become members of the new body. The roll of its 
officers and Council contains some names great in 
science; such as Mr. Henry  Sidgwick, of Cambridge; 
Professor Balfour Stewart, F.R.S., of Owens College, Man
chester; Professor W. F. Barrett, F.R.S.E., of Trinity Col
lege, Dublin ; I)r. Lockhart Robertson ; Rev. W. Stainton- 
Moses, M. A. (O xon); Mr. C. C. Massey; Dr. Wyld, &c., &c. 
The present num ber of the journal is occupied with 
the  inaugural address of President Sidgwick— a calm, 
dignified and able paper—and reports of experiments in 
Thought-reading by Professors I i  Stewart and Barrett, 
Messrs. Edm und Gurney, F. W. H. Myers, and Rev. A. M. 
Creery; a list of the  Society’s members and associates; 
and its constitution and rules. Those who can read the 
significance of coincidences will please make note of the 
fact th a t  the  Society’s first general meeting was held— as, 
seven years earlier, th a t  of the Theosophical Socioty 
had been— on the seventeenth of the month ; in July, the 
seventh mouth of the y e a r ; and th a t  the members num ber 
seventy-five. Omen faustum.

E P IL E P S Y  AN D  M E D IU M  SH IP .
HY M. I,R P O C T E U R  FORTIN.

For the instruction of Theosophists I  give the follow" 
ing extracts from the manuscript of a work whose publica
tion is postponed from a conviction tha t  its appearance at 
the present junc tu re  will be premature.

In  1809, a  family living at  Sceaux, near Paris, was made 
acquainted with the phenomena of table-turning by one of 
my friends. The experiment so well succeeded, tha t  every 
evening was devoted to the subject, and the  souls of the 
deceased were evoked through the agency of a table ; the 
little circle of friends counted seven individuals. The 
children of this family wore also seven in num ber  ;—six 
boys, of whom the  eldest was fourteen, and a little girl of 
seven years. The children, carried away by a spirit of 
curiosity, resolved th a t  they too would try table-turning, 
and took the precaution of selecting as the ir  “ s&mce- 
rooin” an appartm ent on the ground-floor little frequented,* 
so th a t  they m ight not be discovered by their parents nor 
otherwise disturbed. They formed the circle, the ir  hands 
were placed upon the table ; their  chaffing wns at its height,

* Tlio Bool' o f the Chronicles o f (he Pilgrims in the Land o f  Yah»:eh. By 
T), M. J)ennott. (N. Y. 1832.)

* A. Iftunclry-room, where a wood-fire had been built in the fire-place to dry 
thp  room nfter tho usual week’s work had been finished.



when one of the boys rose and said, “ 1 am going to evoke 
the soid of Francois !”—the family gardener, who had 
recently died. A second time the  soul was called, The 
spectre appeared. The furniture was m o m l  by some 
invisible power, the burning brands leapt of themselves 
out of the fire-place. The children seized with terror, fied
to the farthest extremity of the garden............. Tlie whole
house was alarmed ; the fire, although limited to the 
room, did its work— everything in it wa.s burn t except the 
table which remained in t a c t ; on its rim beingexamincd there 
was found engraved upon it the  figure Seven, as though 
with a brand of fire- The eldest boy became very ill. 
The next day at 7 P . M .  the little girl also had a crisis, 
which recurred on the succeeding days at the same hour.
Dr. M------ , a learned Professor of Pathology and
Member of the Academy of Medicine, was called in. His 
diagnosis was unhesitatingly made. H e  pronounced it  a 
case of epilepsy possessing all the  symptoms of incura
bility. (Dr. M------ , was thus decided in his diagnosis
because the child was of an extreme delicacy of constitu
tion, and consequently could not offer a sufficient organic 
resistance to support the crisis. Need I  add tha t  she was 
treated  upon the systeni of tonics ?)

I  determined at last to a t tem p t  the  cure myself By 
mv advice we formed a circle of seven persons around the 
table which the children had used. W e had scarcely taken 
our places when the  table, with a leap aud twirl, turned 
itself upside down and came down to the  iloor, where it 
began to tu jn  of itself with great rapidity, producing at 
the same time a rhythmic noise with a corresponding echo 
in tho ceiling. I t  whirled and whirled a.s though running 
on a pivot. A soul came to communicate with us. We 
questioned it after the  usual method, which consists in 
asking for raps to be made in the table at the  call of 
letters of tho alphabet. The conversation was a.s follows :— 
“ Who are you X’ “ Tho grand-father of Madame X.” 
“ Are you happy ?” “ My soul is iu a concentric circle, in
a space between the  E ar th  and the  Moon ; I  am learning 
there the  conditions of my immortality.” “ Row do you 
explain the presenco of your soul in two places a t  once ?” 
“ I t  is only with the hum an phantom that you 
communicate.’’ “ How can we cure our poor little girl <” 
“ By keeping her for twenty-one days far away from this 
fatal place, burning the table, and scattering the  ashes a t 
the extreme end of the orchard.”

After this stance (seven days later) tho nurse-maid runs 
into the  house in a great fright and shrieking; she had 
ju s t  seen a t  the spot where the ashes of tho bu rn t  table 
had been scattered, the  spectre of the g a rd e n e r ; the de
scription of him given by her, left no doubt, whatever in 
our minds of his identity.

And now what conclusions m ust we draw from this 
strange circumstance? In  the first place, observe the 
repetition of the number seven : There were seven child
ren. I t  was ou the 7th of July, the  seventh month of the 
year, tha t  the  phenomenon occurred. Al, seven o’clock iu 
the  evening we seven persons began our circle. The little 
girl was seven years old, her crisis lasted twenty-one days. 
The num ber of the house was No. l i .  The gardener 
died on the 7th of Ju n e  preceding, in a tit of epilepsy (he 
was an epileptic) ; this should be noted since lie was a 
sleep-walker, bu t with Sa tu rn  in a bad aspect ; therefore 
his spectre burn t into the  table the num ber seven, which 
is a Saturnine figure. This was his s e a l ; in another 
epoch it would have been called the mark of the devil’s 
claw. To complete our notes let us add th a t  bu t three of 
the boys saw tho phantom and all three were sleep
walkers. The grand-father who communicated with us was, 
as the family legend affirms, a clairvoyant. In the actual 
state of our present knowledge, we would say tha t  to a 
strange combination of influences, dates, and of clairvoyant 
subjects, this succession of phenomena m ust be a ttributed.

S e c o n d  E x a m p l e .

In  1874, the Baron de W ---------- belonging to the
German aristocracy, was a psychographic (writing) and 
typtologieal medium. One evening iu a company, where

I  was present, he was requested to evoke, by means of the 
table, a certain soid named to him by the master of the 
house. A t  the very first manifestation, which consisted 
of three strong blows resounding in the centre of tho 
table, the medium was seized with a fearful epileptiform 
attack. N ote  th a t  this was in his case an entirely un 
precedented circumstance, but the evoked person died o f  
epilepsy. 1 th ink  thnt, to professional readers a t  least, it 
will be interesting i f f  add certain remarks upon epilepsy 
and crisis of tha t sort in general. I will divide crinkles 
| Our learned contributor, the distinguished occultist, 
here uses a  w ord— crisiiu/ues— not iu the Dictionary, but 
fo rm ed  after the precedent in “ Maniac " one subject to 
m ania ; and iinpli/in<j one who is liable to epileptic 
paroxysms, or crisis.— AWJ into two classes. Iu  the first 
class I  include all individuals whose crises are not very 
strikingly epileptiform such as demonomania, hysteria, 
etc. These erisiaes in the  absence of morbid lesions, 
whether acquired or hereditary, belong to a variety of seers 
(or clairvoyants). When the  peculiarity lias reached its 
highest degree of traiismissibility, the subjects are corres
pondingly disturbed by a revolt of the  nervous system, 
and by a prostration of their physical and psychical 
powers. T he ir  cerebral activity and the manifestations 
of lucidity are subjected to sudden terrestrial and plane
tary  influences ; these persons are to be m et among persons 
of irregular lives. In  the second class may be included 
individuals who, despite the ir  epileptic or epileptiform 
crisis, always keep possession of their seership and intelli
gence. Thoir powerful synergy could not be exhausted 
by excess of passions ; they have in themselves occult 
powers which constitute them a variety apart from 
ordinary beings as regards physiology. We find them 
sometimes occupying the highest places in the State. For 
example, I m ight commence by citing Hercules and Saul, 
and, passing by the twelve Oaisars, end with the throe 
Napoleons, etc. To aid my argum ent I  will show certain 
agreements between the definitions of modern and tradi
tional science, trea ting  epilepsy in its bearing upon the 
symptoms which distinguish our subjects from each 
other. E pilepsy . Morbus Sacer; Morbus Comitialis; 
Ooinitia ; (Jonimices (public assemblies of the Romans, 
which were immediately adjourned when any one fell iu 
an epileptic fit, to avert the disasters of which this event 
was the foreboding; this measure of public order was 
[according to tradition] justified and based upon ancient 
science now forgotten by our epoch) ; Sacred Sickness, 
Divine Distemper, Holy Plague,FallingSickness, Herculean 
Malady, Lunatic Malady, ctc. etc. Epilepsy is hereditary ; 
seership also. Epilepsy may be brought on by violent 
emotions ; our subjects also fall, in the second stago, when 
under emotional disturbances. Epilepsy is more common 
•among women than among men ; the same i.s the caseO O ’ , ,
with our subjects. Epilepsy affects the young; it is also 
among young persons th a t  seership most manifests itself. 
(The Bible a ttr ibu tes  visions to young persons, dreams to 
old men.) In epilepsy the paroxysms are influenced 
by the moon and by tem p era tu re ; our subjects 
are similarly affected. A pathognomonica) character of 
epilepsy is th a t  it, may be communicated to bystanders ; 
the same has been observed in epidemics of seership. 
Epilepsy presents tho same visible .symptoms as in our 
subjects called somnambules—the eye fixed aud convulsed 
in the orbit, the pupil not dilating under the  influence of 
a strong light. The epileptic remembers nothing of his 
paroxysm ; our subjects forget wliat happened in the 
second stage of theirs. Epilepsy, in its scientific classifica
tion, presents the psychic form, characterized by halluci
nations, visions, etc. The ancient Pythoness delivered 
her oracles during such crisis (Pythic fury) ; we have 
noticed the  same phenomenon. In  our classification of 
subjects I can select the Saturuian (thoso under the in
fluence of Saturn), and by a certain process they can be 
converted into Py lh ia1. This class of subjects evoke 
tlio dead and reproduce in themselves all the phases of 
the  death-agony of the dead person (difficult, breat dug,



interrupted circulation, collapsus, death-rattle, cold sweat, 
coma, and d e a th ) ; those are tho very signs and symptoms 
which indicate t i n  last extreme of the opileptic paroxysm. 
T he  epileptic patien t has during his paroxysm the thumb 
clenched in upon the palm of the hand and covered with 
tbe fingers, tho index alone left free and often rigid— the 
symptom especially common with females ; so also a great 
many epilcptical psychics have tho thum b clenched into tho 
palm of thohand, but only covered with the last two fingers, 
the  index and middle finger remaining extended. This, you 
know, makes the most, potonfc of magical signs.*

Eliminating then tho causes, organic or induced, would 
not the opileptic bo merely a subject, (“or producing pheno
mena ; bu t doranged in his especial physiology by causes 
which may be multiple ?

Paris, France, November 1882.

A P E R S O N A L  A N D  A N  IM P E R S O N A L  OOI).
V a r i o u s  r e m a r k s  t h a t  I  l i a v e  n o t i c e d  i n  t h e  A r y a  l e a d  m e  t o  

b e l i e v e  t l i a t ,  a s  i s  s o  c o m m o n l y  t . h o  c a s e ,  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  i n t e r p r e t a 
t i o n s  o f  t e r m s ,  a r o  l e a d i n g  t o  a p p a r e n t  a n t a g o n i s m s  b o t w e e n  p e r s o n s  
w h o s e  v i e w s  a r e  i n  r e a l i t y  i d e n t i c a l .

A t t a c k s  a r o  m a d e  o u  t h o s e  w h o  d e n y  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  a  P e r s o n a l  
G o d ,  a n d  w e  a r e  t o l d  t h a t  s u c h  p e r s o n s ,  e v e n  t h e  b e l i e v i n g  i n  n n  
I m p e r s o n a l  G o d ,  a r o  i n  r e a l i t y  A t h e i s t s .

N o w  t h i s  i s  s i m p l y ,  i n  m y  h u m b l e  o p i n i o n ,  a  m i s t a k e ,  r e s u l t i n g  
f r o m  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  t h e  s i g n i f i c a t i o n s  a t t a c h e d  b y  d i f f e r e n t  p e r s o n s  
t o  t h e  t e r m s  P e r s o n a l  a n d  I m p e r s o n a l  G o d .

L e t  m e  a t  t h e  o u t s e t ,  h o w e v e r ,  e x p l a i n ,  t h a t  I  a m  n o t  h e r e  s e e k i n g  
t o  d e f e n d  t h e  I ' n E o s o i ’H l S T  o r  y o u r s e l f ; y o u  a r e  q u i t e  a b l e  t o  d e f e n d  
y o u r s e l f ,  a n d  I  a m  i n  110 w a y  e m p o w e r e d  o r  c o m p e t e n t  t o  e x p r e s s  
y o u r  v i e w s  01 t h o s e  o f t h e  H i m a l a y a n  B r o t h e r h o o d  w h o s e  r e p r e s e n t a 
t i v e  y o u  a r e ,  a s  t o  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h o  F i r s t  C a u s e — n o r  d o  I  d e s i r e  
t o  e n t e r  i n t o  a n y  c o n t r o v e r s y  w i t h  a n y  m a n  ; I  d e s i r e  t o  l i v e  i u  
p e a c e  a n d  b r o t h e r l y  l o v e  w i t h  a l l  m e n  ; I  h a v e  m y  o w n  v i e w s ,  
w h i c h  s a t i s f y  m y  h e a d  a n d  h e a r t ,  i n  w h i c h  I  f i r m l y  b e l i e v e ,  a n d  
w l i i c h  I  h o p e  a l l  o t h e r  m e n  w i l l  r e s p e c t  i n  m o  ; a n d  I  d o  n o t  d o u b t  
t h a t  o t h e r s  w h o  d i f f e r  f r o m  m e  h a v e  e q u a l l y  s e i z e d  t h o  v i e w s  
t h a t  s a t i s f y  t h e i r  h e a d s  a n d  h e a r t s ,  a r e  e q u a l l y  j u s t i f i e d  i n  h o l d i n g  
t h e s o  a n d  h a v e  a n  e q u a l  c l a i m  o n  m e  t o  r e s p e c t  t h e s e  t h o i r  v i e w s .

L o o k i n g  r o u n d  t h e  u n i v e r s e  n o t h i n g  s o  s t r o n g l y  i m p r e s s e s  m e ,  a s  
t h e  s y s t e m  o f  d i v i s i o n  o f  l a b o u r  w h i c h  p e r v a d e s  i t .  P r a c t i c a l  r e s u l t s  
n e v e r  s p r i n g  f r o m  s o l i t a r y  c a u s e s  ; t h e y  a r e  e v e r  t h e  r e s u l t a n t s  o f  
t h e  m o r e  o r  l e s s  d i v e r g e n t  e f f e c t s  o f  a n  i n e x t r i c a b l e  p l e x u s  o f  
d i v e r s e  c a u s e s .  I t  i s  f r o m  c o n t r a s t s ,  t h a t  a l l  t h e  j o y s  a n d  b e a u t i e s  
o f  t h e  w o r l d  a r i s e  ; i t  i s  f r o m  t h e  e q u i l i b r i u m  o f  a n t a g o n i s t i c  f o r c e s  
t h a t  t h e  U n i v e r s e  s u b s i s t s .  A l l  p r o g r e s s  s p r i n g s  f r o m  d i f f e r e n c e  ; 
a l l  e v o l u t i o n  i s  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  ; a s  i n  t h e  g r o a t ,  s o  i n  t h e  
l i t t l e  ; a s  a b o v e ,  s o  b e l o w  ; a s  i n  t h e  p h y s i c a l ,  s o  i n  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  ; a s  
i n  t h e  v i s i b l e  s o  i n  t h e  u n s e e n  u n i v e r s e .

H o w ,  t h e n ,  c a n  m e n  f a i l  t o  s e e  t h a t  d i f f e r e n c e s  o f o p i n i o n  o n  n u t t e r s  
s p i r i t u a l  a r o  p a r t s  o f  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  m e c h a u i s m  o f  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  
o r g a n i s m  t h a t  e v e r y w h e r e  u n d e r l i e s  ( a s  t h e  b o n e s  u n d e r l i e  t h e  f l e s h  
a n d  s k i n )  t h e  p h y s i c a l  o r  v i s i b l e  w o r l d  1 I l o w  c a n  t h e y  f i n d  f a u l t  
w i t h  o t h e r s  f o r  h o l d i n g  v i e w s  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  t h e i r  o w n ?  H o w  f a i l  t o  
r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h o s e  o t h e r s  a r e  a s  t r u l y  w o r k i n g  i n  h a r m o n y  w i t h  t h o  
p e r v a d i n g  d e s i g n  o r  l a w  o f  t h e  A l t ,  a s  t h e m s e l v e s ?  N i g h t  i s  a s  
n e e d f u l  t o  o u r  m u n d a n e  e c o n o m y  a s  d a y  ; s h a l l  t h e  n i g h t ,  r e v i l e  t h o  
d a y ,  f o r  i t s  g l a r e ,  i t s  n o i s e ,  i t s  h e a t ,  o r  t h e  d a y  r e p r o a c h  t h o  n i g h t  f o r  
i t s  d u s k y  s t i l l n e s s  !

S o  t h e n  i t  i s  n o  s p i r i t  o f  f i n d i n g  f a u l t  w i t h  t h o s o  w h o  d i f f e r  f r o m  
m e ,  b u t  o n l y  i n  t h o  h o p e  o f  c l e a r i n g  a w a y  i m a g i n a r y  d i f f e r e n c e s  
( w h i c h  b e i n g  u n r e a l  w o r k  h a r m ,  n o t  g o o d  a s  r e a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  d o ) ,  t h a t  
I  d e s i r e  t o  s a y  a  f e w  w o r d s  a s  t o  b e l i e f  i n  a  P e r s o n a l  G o d ,  i n  a u  
I m p e r s o n a l  G o d  a n d  i n  N o - G o d .

T h e  t h r e e  b e l i e f s  a r e  v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  a n d  p a c e  o u r  b r e t h r e n  o f  
t h e  A r y a ,  w h o  s e e m  t o  t h i n k  d i f f e r e n t l y ,  t h e  b e l i e v e r  i n  a u  
I m p e r s o n a l  G o d  i s  n o t  o n l y  110 A t h e i s t ,  b u t  a c t u a l l y  i n  m a n y  c a s e s  
h o l d s  t h e  e x a c t  t e n e t s  o f  t h e  U p a n i s h a d s .

I t  i s  i n  t h e  m e a n i n g  o f  t h e  w o r d  P e r s o n  t h a t  t h e  m i s c o n c e p t i o n  
o r i g i n a t e s .

T h e  A r y a  s a y s ,  “  B y  p e r s o n a l  w e  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  a t t r i b u t e  o f  
b e i n g  a n  i n d i v i d u a l — t h e  e s s e n c e  o f  p e r s o n a l i t y  i s  c o n s c i o u s n e s s — t h o  
k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  I  am .” B u t  t h i s ,  i f  t h e  w r i t e r  w i l l  
p a r d o n  m y  s o  s a y i n g ,  i s  r e a l l y  n o t  a  t e n a b l e  p o s i t i o n .  P e r s o n J t ,  
o r  a  m . o s k  r e f e r s  o n l y  t o  t h e  m a s k  o f  f l e s h  a n d  b l o o d  a n d  b o n e s  a n d  
t h e  a s s o c i a t e d  p o w e r s  t h a t  c o n c e a l ,  t h o  s p i r i t ,  s o u l  o r  w h a t e v e r  i t  
p l e a s e s  m e n  t o  c a l l  t h a t  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  h u m a n  e n t i t y  w l i i c h  s u r v i v e s  
t h e  d i s s o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  p h y s i c a l  b o d y .  F o r  m a t e r i a l i s t s ,  w h o  b e l i e v e  
t h a t  w i t h  t h i s  l a t t e r  t h e  e n t i r e  m a n  p e r i s h e s ,  i t  m a y  b e  c o r r e c t  t o  
s a y  t h a t  t h e  e s s e n c e  o f  p e r s o n a l i t y  i s  c o n s c i o u s n e s s ,  b u t  c e r t a i n l y ,  
n o  V e d a n t i s t  c o u l d  e v e r  s a y  t h i s  i f  h e  r e a l l y  u n d e r s t o o d  w h a t  
p e r s o n a l i t y  s i g n i f i e d .  T h e  e s s e n c e  o f  i n d i v i d u a l i t y  i s  c o n s c i o u s 

n e s s  ; i t  i s  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l i t y  w h i c h  f e e l s  “  I  AM*’ n o t  t h a  p e r s o n a l i t y ,  
w h i c h  110 m o r e  f e e l s ,  o f  i t s e lf ,  I  am, t h a n  d o e s  t h e  s u i t  o f  c l o t h e s  
i n  w h i c h  i t  i s  a r r a y e d .

N o w  t h e r e  . a r e  m a n y  g o o d  m e n  w h o  b e l i e v e  i n  a  P e r s o n a l  G o d ,  
a  r a d i a n t ,  g l o r i f i e d  m a n ,  w i t h  h e a d  a u d  b o d y  a n d  l i m b s  ; a n d  t h e y  
d r a w  p i c t u r e s  o f  h i m  ( t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  h a u n t e d  t h e  g a l l e r i e s  o f  
E u r o p e  o n l y  k n o w  w h a t  g l o r i o u s  i d e a l i z a t i o n s  o f  t h e  “  h u m a n  f o r m  
d i v i n e ”  t h i s  b e l i e f  h a s  i n s p i r e d ) ,  a n d  t h e y  a t t r i b u t e  t o  h i m  h u m a n  
f e e l i n g s ,  a n g e r ,  r e p e n t a n c e  a n d  t h o  l i k e ,  a n d  t h e y  p i c t u r e  h i m  t o  
t h e m s e l v e s ,  a n d  l o v e  h i m  a s  a  v e r i t a b l e  "  F a t h e r  w h o  i s  i n  H e a v e n . ”  
P u t  t h e r e  a r e  o t h e r s  ( w h o  c a n n o t  a c c e p t  t h e s e  c o n c e p t i o n s  w h i c h  t o  
t h e m  s c o r n  d e r o g a t o r y  t o  t h e  I n f i n i t e  a n d  A b s o l u t e )  w h o  b e l i e v e  i n  a n  
I m p e r s o n a l  G o d .  T h e y  h o l d  t h a t  G o d  i s  n o t  a  m e r e  m a g n i f i d e  
m a n  ; t h a t  h e  l i a s  110 f o r m  o r  r u n s o N A ,  a t  a n y  r a t e  t h a t  w e  c a n  
c o n c e i v e ,  t h a t  h o  i s  a  s p i r i t ,  a l l  p e r v a d i n g ,  a l l  s u s t a i n i n g ,  n e i t h e r  
l i a b l e  t o  a n g e r ,  r e p e n t a n c e  o r  c h a n g e ,  a n d  h e n c e  p a n i c  ( h a v i n g  
a l w a y s  k n o w n  f r o m  a l l  e t e r n i t y  w h a t  w a s  r i g h t  a u d  t h e r e -  
f  i r e  w h a t  h e  w i l l e d ) ,  a l w a y s  w o r k i n g  t h r o u g h  i m m u t a b l e  l a w s .  
M a n y  o f  t h e s o  ( b u t  b y  110 n v aa n s  a l l )  h o l d  f u r t h e r  t h a t  h e  i s  n o t  
c o n s c io u s  o r  in t e l l i g e n t ,  i n  o u n  s e n s e  o f  t h o  w o r d ,  b e c a u s o  b o t h  
t h e s e  t e r m s  i m p l y  d u a l i t y ,  a n  e n t i t y  t o  c o g n i z e  a n d  a  t h i n g  t o  b e  
c o g n i z e d ,  w h e r e a s  I T o  i s  A l l  i n  A l l  a u d  i n  H i m ,  w e  a n d  a l l  t h i n g s ,  
m o v e  a n d  l i v e  a n d  h a v e  o u r  b e i n g ,  b u t  s t i l l  t h a t  H e  i s  A l l  c o n s c i o u s 
n e s s  a n d  a l l  i n t e l l i g e n c e .  T h e  b e l i e v e r s  t h e r e f o r e  i n  a n  I m p e r s o n a l  
G o d  a r e  s o m e  o f  t h e m  T h e i s t s ,  s o m e  P a n t h e i s t s ,  b u t  c a n  b y  110 m e a n s  

t r u l y  b e  d e s i g n a t e d  A t h e i s t s .

L a s t l y  t h e r e  a r e  t h e  s o  c a l l e d  a t h e i s t s ,  w l i o  s a y  t h e } '  b e l i e v ®  
i n  110 G o d ,  P e r s o n a l  o r  I m p e r s o n a l ,  w h o  a f f i r m  t h a t  t h e  u n i v e r s e  
i s  a n  i n f i n i t e  a g g r e g a t i o n  o f  s u b s t a n c e ,  i n  i t s  u n d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  
c o n d i t i o n ,  n e i t h e r  c o n s c i o u s  n o r  i n t e l l i g e n t ,  e x p a n d i n g  a n d  
c o n t r a c t i n g  b y  t h e  i n h e r e n t  l a w s  o f  i t s  o w n  b e i n g ,  a n d  s u b j e c t  
i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e s e  t o  a l t e r n a t e  p e r i o d s  o f  d a y  a n d  n i g h t ,  
a c t i v i t y  a n d  r e s t ; w h o  m a i n t a i n  t h a t  d u r i n g  s u c h  p e r i o d s  o f  
a c t i v i t y  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  s t i l l  w i t h  t h e s e  i n h e r e n t  l a w s ,  a l l  t h i n g s  
h u m a n  a n d  d i v i n e  d i f f e r e n t i a t e  o u t  o f ,  a n d  a r e  e v o l v e d  f r o m ,  t h i s  
p r i m a l  a l l - p e r v a d i n g  s u b s t a n c e ,  t o  d i s i n t i g r a t e ,  o n c e  m o r o ,  i n t o  i t  
a s  t h e  n i g h t  o f  r e s t  s u p e r v e n e s .

T h e s e  c a l l  t h e m s e l v e s  A t h e i s t s  ; a n d  i f  t h e r e  be  s u c h ,  t h e y  p r o 
b a b l y  h a v e  t h e  b e s t  r i g h t  t o  a s s u m e  t h e  t i t l e ,  b u t  I  c o n f e s s  t h a t  
I  d o u b t  w h e t h e r  e v e n  t h e s e  a r e  r e a l l y  A t h e i s t s .  <

I n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e ,  w h e n  t h e y  t a l k  o f  l a w s ,  t h e y  o v e r l o o k ,  i t  
s e e m s  l o  m e ,  t h e  f a c t ,  t h a t  a  l a w  p o s t u l a t e s  a  l a w - g i v e r — a  w i l l  
a t  a n y  r a t e  t h a t  h a s  i m p r e s s e d  a  c o u r s e  o f  a c t i o n — a u d  s o  i t  
s e e m s  t o  m e  t h a t ,  a d m i t t i n g  a u  i n h e r e n t  l a w ,  t h o y  c a n n o t  l o g i c a l l y  
e s c a p e  a  w i l l  t h a t  o r i g i n a t e d  t h > i t  l a w ,  a n d  s u c h  a  w i l l  i n  s u c h  a  
c a s e  m u s t  b e  w h a t  m a n k i n d  u n d e r s t a n d s  a s  G o d .

B u t  i n  t h e  s e c o n d  p l a c e ,  t h o u g h  t h e y  d e n y  t h i s  p r i m a r y  w i l l » 
t h e } '  d o  n o t  r e a l l y  d e n y  a l l  G o d s .  F o r  t h e y  s a y  t h a t  i n  a c c o r d 
a n c e  w i t h  t h e  i n h e r e n t  l a w s ,  d e v e l o p ,  n o t  o n l y  a l l  w e  s e e  . a n d  
k n o w ,  b u t  i n c r e d i b l y  a n d  i n c o n c e i v e a b l y  h i g h e r  s p i r i t u a l  b e i n g s ,  
w h o  g u i d e  a n d  d i r e c t  a l l  t h i n g s  i n  t h e  v i s i b l e  u n i v e r s e ,  a n d  t o  
w h o s o  p o w e r  a n d  l o v o  a r o  d u e  a l l  t h e  b e a u t i e s  a u d  w o n d e r s  o f  t h o  
w o r l d  t h a t  s o  i m p r e s s  n s  w i t h  a  s e n s e  o f  d e s i g n . *

S o  t h e n ,  t h o u g h  t h e y  m a y  c a l l  t h e s e ,  D h y a u  C h o h a n s  o r  E l o h i m ,  
t h e s e  e x a l t e d  s p i r i t u a l  b e i n g s  a r e  r e a l l y  t h e i r  G o d s ,  a n d  t h e y  a r e  
P o l y t h e i s t s  r a t h e r  t h a n  A t h e i s t s .  O n l y  i t  m u s t  b e  r e m e m b o r e d  
t h a t  t h e s e ,  t h e i r  G o d s ,  a r e  n e i t h e r  i n f i n i t e  n o r  a b s o l u t e .  T h e y  
a r e  f i n i t e  ; b i l l i o n s  011 b i l l i o n s  o f  y e a r s  n s  t h e y  s u b s i s t ,  t h e y  p a s s  
i n t o  n a n - e x is t e n c e  ( b u t  w h e t h e r  i n t o  n o n - b e in g  o r  n o t  t h e  h o l d e r s  
o f  t h o s e  t e n e t s  a r e  n o t  a g r e e d )  w i t h  t h e  c l o s e  o f  t h e  g r e a t  d a y ,  
a n d  t h e y  a r e  c o n d i t i o n e d  b y  t h e  e t e r n a l  i n h e r e n t  l a w  o f  t h e  
i n f i n i t e  s u b s t a n c e  o n e  o f  w h o s e  d e v e l o p m e n t s  t h o y  a r o .

W h y ,  t h e y  h a v e  p r e f e r e d  f i n i t e  a n d  c o n d i t i o n e d  G o d s  t o  o n o  
I n f i n i t e  a n d  A b s o l u t e  G o d  i s  c l e a r .  O n  t h o  f o r m e r  h y p o t h e s i s ,  t h o  
o r i g i n  o f  e v i l ,  t h e  e x is t e n c e  o f  s i n  a n d  s u f f e r i n g  o f f e r  110 d i f f i c u l t y  ; 
t h e  G o d s  d o  t h e i r  b e s t  ; b u t  t h e r e  a r o  l a w s  o f  o p p o s i t e  p o l a r i t y ,  
o f  a n t a g o n i s t i c  o p p o s i t e s ,  t o  w h i c h  t h e  u n i v e r s e  o w e s  i t s  o r i g i n ,  
a n d  w i t h  i t  t h e y  t h e m s e l v e s ,  w h i c h  a r e  a b o v e  t h e m  a u d  w h i e h  
t h e y  a r e  p o w e r l e s s  t o  c o n t r o l,  a l t h o u g h  t h e y  c a n  l a r g e l y  m o d i f y  
t h e i r  r e s u l t s .  T h e y  d o  t h e i r  b e s t  ; i f  t h e r e  s t i l l  r e m a i n  m i s e r y  
n n d  e v i l ,  i t  i s  b e c a u s e  n o t  b e i n g  o m n i p o t e n t ,  t h e y  c a n n o t  c u r e  
w i t h o u t  m e d i c i n e ,  c a n n o t  m a k e  l i g h t  a p p a r e n t  w i t h o u t  d a r k n e s s .

W h y ,  t o o ,  t h o y  d e n y  t h e  p r i m a l  W i l l  a s  g i v i u g  w i t h  t o  t h e  s o -  
c a l l e d  i n h e r e n t  l a w s  i s  a l s o  c l e a r .  S o  l o n g  a s  t h e s o  n r e  b l i n d  l a w s ,  
s e l f - e x i s t i n g ,  110 o n e  i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  a l l  t h e  s i n  a n d  s o r r o w  a n d  
Buffering t h a t  t h e s e  l a w s  e n t a i l .  B u t  a d m i t  t h e  W i l l ,  t h e n  t h i s  a s  
( e x h y p o t h e s e )  O m n i p o t e n t  b e c o m e s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  a l l  t h e  e v i l  t h a t  
e v o l v e s  f r o m  i t s  b e h e s t s  a n d  c o u l d  n o t  t h e r e f o r e  a p p a r e n t l y  b e  
p e r f e c t l y  b e n e f i c e n t .  W h i c h e v e r  w a y  w e ,  t u r n ,  t h e n  t h e r e  a r e  
d i f f i c u l t i e s .  N o  s o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  f u n d a m e n t a l  p r o b l e m  o f  t h e  
u n i v e r s e  t h a t  i u  a l l  t h e s e  t h o u s a n d s  o f  t h o u s a n d s  y e a r s  t h e  m i n d  o f  
m a n  h a s  b e e n  a b l e  e v o l v e  i s  a l t o g e t h e r  u n i m p e a c h a b l e .

L e t  u s  t l i e u  e a c h  t a k e  t h e  s o l u t i o n  t h a t  b e s t  s u i t s  o u r  m e n t a l  
a n d  s p i r i t u a l  c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  a n d  l e t  u s  l e a v e  o u r  n e i g h b o u r s  a n  
e q u a l  f r e e d o m  o f  c h o i c e  ; l e t  u s  n o v c r  h e s i t a t e  t o  s t a t e  a n d  d e f e n d  
o u r  o w n  v i e w s  a n d  o p p o s e  t h o s e  o t h e r  v i e w s  t h a t  w e  t h i n k  w r o n g ,  
b u t  l e t  u s  d o  a l l  t h i s  a s  w e  w o u l d  d e f e n d  o u r  o w n  a n d  o p p o s e  o u r  
o p p o n e n t ’s  g a m e  a t  c h e s s ,  w i t h  110 m o r e  f e e l i n g  a g a i n s t  o u r  
o p p o n e n t s  t h a n  w o  h a v e  a g a i n s t  a n  a d v e r s a r y  a t  t h a t  n o b l e  g a m e .

A b o v e  a l l  l e t  u s  r e m e m b e r  t h a t  i u  t h i s  p r e s e n t  l i f e ,  t h e  h i g h  
t h e o r e t i c a l  q u e s t i o n s  o f  P e r s o n a l ,  I m p e r s o n a l ,  a n d  N o - G o d ,  a r e  o f

•  S o o  E l i p h a s  L e v i ' s  D og me a t R i tu a l  de I a  I ln n te  M a g ic — t l i o  I l l u s t r a 
t i o n  o n  p .  1 0 2  v o l .  I ,  s h o w s  i t . — E o .  ' *  R e f e r e n c e  i s  l i o r o  m a d o  t o  t h o  T i b e t a n  A r h a t s . — o u r  M a s t e r s . — E n



less concern to 11s than our own everyday life about the right 
conduct of which 110 similar difficulties exist.

That wc should all try to love our neighbours as ourselves, tha t  
we should forgive our enemies, th a t  we should do good to those 
who do evil to us, that we should value purity of life, tru th  and 
goodness far above wealth or place or personal enjoyment,—these 
are tru ths admitted ubique, semper et ab omnibus, and surely these 
furnish a wide enough platform on which wo can all, whether 
Brahmins, Christians, Theosophists, Aryans or what not, meet and 
labour iu one universal loving Brotherhood.

H. X.
E ditou’s N otk—With “ II. X.’s” permission we will answer this 

letter in the January, or at latest in the February number.

T H E  U T I L I T Y  O F  A SA N S .
A s an inquirer after tru th , I  should be highly obliged if you 

or nny contributor to your esteemed journal would favour 1110 
w ith  his opinion 011 the following points :—

1 . I t  is inculcated iu Yoga Shastras tha t  lie who intends to 
acquire nny Yoga S id d h i should, as a rulo, sit in one o f  the  
postures prescribed by tha t  Shastra  and should bend liis 
thoughts  on Seesha N a g — practices which save the beginner 
from diseases arising from cold and heat.

Being unable to unders tand the real meaning of the above, I  
wish to know the  benefits forthcoming from the use of such 
postures and thinking of S cesha  N a g ,  the King of Serpents.

2. T ha t those who are mere beginners should not disclose 
the nature of the Vidhces  they are practising. I f  they do so, 
they  are a p t  to suffer a total loss of their powers.

Though  unable to assign any specific reason for it, I  havo 
experienced it myself' on one occasion. My story runs thus :—-

A fter  completing my College education I  devoted iny timo 
to acquir ing a knowledge o f  Astrology, R u m m a l S h a stra , 
M a n tra  mid T a n tra  Sh a stra s. Ono day while sitt ing in the 
house of n friend, I  chanced to meet a religious mendicant who, 
seeing my great desire of learning I lu m m a l Shastra , advised mo 
to give up its study and to devote my soul and heart to master
ing n V idhce ; which, when mastered, will enable ils possessor 
to  foretell future events more easily than by the study of a 
I lu m m a l.

I  followed his advice, and iu about ono year acquired some 
proficiency in portending future events; but iu the meantime, I  
unfortunate ly disclosed the mystery to one o f  iny friends, a 
K ashm iri  Brahman of Lucknow, and a man o f  my caste. T h is  
disclosure deprived me of wliat I  had gained during  one year’s 
h a rd  study nnd my friend, who was a mere beginner, did not 
gain nnything thereby.

N ow  I  would like to receive some satisfactory explanation of 
the abovemeutioued facts.

P u n d it U d it  N a r a in  S o u r o m  C iiack b ast.
Chnf.rn, Ilazaribstgh, Septem ber 20th, 1882.

( R ep ly  to the questions.)
Tlio questions asked by P un d it  U d it  Narain  are—■
1. T h e  use and benefits arising from the practice of the 

different sorts o f  A sh u n s  (A sa n s ) or postures of the body des
cribed in the  Yoga Shastras ?

2. T ho  reason why the efficacy of M a n tra s  or Vidhecs 
Buffers by communication to others ?

W ith  regard to the first question the object o f  Ashuns, e. g., 
P u d m a sa n  or S id h a sa n  seems to be to retain mid converge 
tho forces of electricity and magnetism existing in tho human 
body with n view to concentrate the mind. T h e  legs aud the 
lmnds are in almost all these Asans required to "be placed in 
positions most favourable to lhe retention of thoso forces. 
These forces nro generally communicated by tho extremities of 
the  hand and the legs, aud the principal point common to all these 
A shuns is to place them so as to keep tho body stra igh t— to stop 
or close up the outlets o f  the body such as the ears, tho 
nostrils, &e. These postures tend to diminish the waste of the 
tissues, and at the same time assist in generating and retaining 
more mngnetical force or energy iu the human system. T h ey  
are of considerable use to beginners, as the body is thereby 
rendered impervious to external atmospheric influences o f  cold 
aud heat, chiefly by reason of the magnetism generated aud 
retained in the system, aud the regulation o f  tlio acts o f  inhala
tion und exhalation which they necessitate. T h is  is not the 
fit placo to enter into any analysis of the different attitudes 
nnd postures o f  the body described iu the Yoga philosophy of 
Patanjali or Gheredo Sanhita  or the Siva Sanhita. T h e  
inquirer is referred to theso books for fu r ther  information. 
J le  bus only to satisfy himself us to w hether  the remarks mado

nbovo aro not applicable to most of these Ash& .sitns. to 
brooding over the K ing o f  Serpents the utility of the injunc
tion lies in its tendency towards concentration. Brooding over 
anything else, c. g ., the  ti() o f  the nose as directed in some books, 
might have the  same effect. Preference is perhaps given to 
the K ing o f  Serpents, because Siva , the founder of the Yoga 
systems, is said to have serpents over his head aud around his 
neck.

W ith  regard to the second question. T h e  T a n tra  S h a s tra s  
abound iu prohibitions to disclose the Mantras or Vidhces laid 
down therein except to persons qualified to receive them. T h o  
reason of this prohibition seems to me to avoid the danger and 
injury which might happen to people generally if  unscrupulous 
persons were to have it  iu their power to turn  them to their 
own purposes to the detr im ent of thoir neighbours.

T h e  a r t  o f  prognosticating the future known to the ancient 
H indus is an a r t  which is not known to m any ; and those that 
know it, are always re luc tan t to teach it to tlieir own children 
o v e n ;  in consequence o f  the s trict prohibitions iu the Shastras 
against communicating the rules to others. Why there should 
be such prohibitions is a question which is not answered in 
tho Shastras ; but the fact that there are such prohibitions is 
known to most o f  us. Those who believe iu the efficiency of 
M a n tra s  or Vidhees are unable to explain their m odus operandi, 
aud until this is known or explained it is impossible to e x 
plain tho prohibitions. I f  Mantras act through the vibrations 
caused iu the atmosphere by tho sound of the words or syllables 
comprising them — the mode of u ttering them must be au 
im portant factor iu the production of the vibrations. These 
vibrations differ according to the nature of tho sounds. I 11 
teaching others, tho teacher generally gets accustomed to 
pronounce the words and syllables of the M antras  iu a manner 
iu which they should not be pronounced, 1. t\ , he vitiates their 
correct accentuation by trying to impart it to another person, and 
ns every sound caused by au effort in pronouncing tlio m antras  
produces n vibration or waves iu the atmosphere a t  the placo 
iu which they are so pronounced— these vibrations having no 
other object but tha t  of teaching another, are useless in them
selves. E v ery  act of repetition without any corresponding 
necessity for it, is injurious, because it is iu itself calculated 
to produce no effect whatsoever, but if, involves at the same time 
loss of power or potentiality. I t  is therefore probable that 
prohibitions against the communication o f  M an tra s  and 
Vidhecs owe tlieir origin ( 1 ) to the necessity of keeping the 
m antras  a secret ; ( 2 ) to the tendency of such communication 
to nflect their pronunciation nnd therefore the corresponding 
vibrations o f  the atmosphere ; (3) to the desirability tha t none 
bu t thoso who nre able to understand and pronounce them 
correctly should know them.

K a le k  M o u l i n  D ass,
Vakeel of the H igh Court, Calcutta.

Darjeeling, September 29, 1882.

MAHATMAS, VISIBLE AND INVISIBLE.
In the Supplement to the T h e o s o p i i l s t  for October1, 

under the head “ Ii. X.” and the “ Brothers” I rind that 
in tlie letter No. IV., 5."> gentlemen of Nellore say that:— 
“ Iu almost every Purana, we read of the disciple being 
made to undergo all maimer of hardship for years together, 
and then (if the Ouru be thoroughly satisfied with the 
conduct of the disciple during the period of trial) only theu 
is he taught what lie is yearning after.”

I would be very thankful to these gentlemen to point 
out to 111c the passages they refer to ; as I wish to satisfy 
my miiul 011 the point—siuoc as I am 'not a  H in d u ,  
and therefore not conversant with such passages. As far 
as I have made myself acquainted with Hindu philosophy, 
I iiave come across passages which refer on ly  to Gurus or 
Mahatmas whom the chela or disciple can see with 
his physical eyes, and of whose existences there can be no 
doubt whatever, and not as to Mahatmas of whose 
existence the chelii or disciple (if I may so express it) 
only  comes to know 011 second-hand evidence.

I may as well tell you that I am a Theosophist of the 
second class described in the Fragments of Occult Truth 
No. 1„ as :—“ Students of various philosophies, searchers 
al'tor ta ith , wheiicesovvoi' it may uouje. They neither



believe nor disbelieve in spirits. They ;irc open to 
conviction in any way, but -will accept nothing on. second
hand testimony."

H.O. N n n . K T T ,  

Vice-President, Prayag Thcosopliical Societ}̂ . 
Benares, October (>, 1882.

A CHELA'S REPLY.
c leave tlie above to be answered by one of tho Clielas 

who signed the first P r o t i o s t . — E l) .]
Tlic above letter appears to me as though it. were written 

with borrowed ideas and wilh a view (;o raise a new issue by 
pu tt ing  into the mouths of l.hc Hindu gentlemen who protested 
(page 0, October Supplement, of the T i ih o so i’i i i s t )  expressions 
wliieli they have not used. I lad  the writer  routined himself to tlie 
text, ([noted by liim viz. “ In almost, every Piirnna wc read o f  (.lie 
disciple bein';; made to undergo all manner of hardship for years 
together, and then— [if the Guru he thoroughly satisfied with 
the conduct, of the disciple during the period of the t r ia l ]—only 
then is he tnught what lie i.s yearning after.” A  reference to Ihe 
well known trial o f  Upamanyu (in the M a i iah i i  a k a t o )  was all 
tlmt was necessary to meet this case. B ut our esteemed Brother, 
I  am afraid, under the pre tex t of ignorance, in troduced an entirely 
new issue not even justified by “ ]l.  X . ’s” letter, iu whose 
footsteps tho above letter makes him tread, though in a rather 
original manner. The object of “ II .  X .” is to denounce the 
15noTiinus for their unwillingness and slowness to imparl, their 
knowledge, and for exacting the Sitsrusha* tha t  they do from 
tlieir disciples. O ur brother,  Mr. Niblctt,  however, admits the 
claim provided the Guru is personally known to, nnd seen by the 
Chela with “ liis physical eyes’’. I t  is this, tha t I consider as a lto
gether a n e w  issue. B u t  to reply to it : I  find necessary lo first
ascertain what tlie w riter  means by “ G u ru .” This title admits 
of various interpretations. (1) W hen a person retires from tho 
world and becomes a sannyasi  (l-’aribrnjncum) he has, accord
ing to tho l l iu du  Sashtras, aud the practice observed to this 
very day (as may be easily verified by a simple refcrcnco to the 
first sannyasi met) to be initiated by any o ther sanuyasi 
of the order he has selected. Then he drops his 
old name, taking a new one— he commences his pilgrimages. 
T h is  formal I n i t i a t o u  is called in ordinary parlancc a “ G u ru ” 
and he can certainly be seen aud talked w ith , and this is 
the G u ru  probably o f  which th e w i i le r  has read iu the Shastras. 
B u t  the real G uru  (M a h a tm a )  whom even the above “ In i t ia 
to r” has never seen and is himself in search of, is 
never seen, nor will the probationary Chela be ever 
allowed to meet him until tbe day o f  that real, solemn 
initiation, which has to bo won by long years of labour aud toil. 
E ven  when by some happy circumstances the first initiator 
happens to be the real “  G u ru ” so eagerly sought for, even then, 
i t  is only toward the cud of the last initiation that, he reveals 
h im self  in his true character to tho Chela. U ntil  then he 
never divulges his secret to any one, mid is nothing more than 
nn ordinary sannyasi iu the sight of the disciples. I t  is at 
this stage that the eyes of the Chela are opened. H e  becomes 
a dwija, a twice born, as initiation is considered equal to a new 
birth. Glance into tlio R a m ay an a .  When was Valmiki 
initialed ? Was it not, after GQ,0U0 years (metaphorically 
speaking) that ho had spent in repeating “ M ara” ? Did 
N arada  and others disclose themselves to him when ho was a 
highway robber-—Ratnakai ? Head the chapte r  on Sadhtt 
Sanyyam  in the B i i a o a v a t ,  und you will liiul there all that 
you requiro to know with reference to the troubles and 
hardships that have to be undergone to secure sueli a  blessed 
personal acquaintance with, and a sight of one’s G urn.

I  do not, quite understand what is meant by the writer when 
lie speaks of “ G urus and Mahatmas whom the Chela or 
disciple can see. . . aud of whose existence there  can be no
doubt whatever, and not Mahal mas of whose existenco . . .
lie comes to know on second ha n d  evidence"

H e would be a curious Chela indeed, who would doubt 
the existence of his G u ru  ! Who thou accepted him as a Chela ? 
W as it a non-existent Mahatma ? Before concluding, 1 may also 
n o t i c e  here another mistake of the writer.  T h e  H indu  gentle
m e n  of Nellore who protested, had not certainly iu mind the 
H imalayan Brothers alone, but evidently spoke of Mahatmas iu 
general.

* fjervile Q bcilieucc,

Since I speak in my own name nnd answer but. for myself, I  
need not infringe upon the rights of other Clielas who are a t  
liberty to e ither reply, each for himself, or collectively, i f  they 
think proper. B u t,  in order to set tho writer’s doubts at rest 
and also to show that, perhaps, the old restrictions nro gradually 
giving away before the prevailing scepticism of tho age, I  here 
solemnly declare, that, though I had offered myself a year ago 
as a Chela w ithout the slightest hope of seeing with my bodily 
eves my G uru  for a number of years, I  yet, was blessed with the 
privilege of meeting and recognising him but a few days ago.* 
On account, of his g rea t  resemblance to a figure I  had 
seen, in company with five other person?, in December last at 
Bombay, whrec ho appeared to us on our balcony ; 
aud moreover, to a portrait, iu Colonel Olcott’s possession 
wliieli I  have repeatedly seen— I knew him instantly, when I  
saw .him appear on horseback before me, as I  had strayed into 
Sikhim, with the intention of crossing over to Tibet. N o t only 
did I sec him and tsv o o f l i i s  clielas with him, before me for 
over two hours in the full blaze of a forenoon sun, but 
I had likewise a long conversation with him. I  havo mado 
great sacrifices which I need not, mention here, bu t 1 am now 
amply rewarded for them. So will any one be . who has F a i t h  

ami knows how to abide one’s time.
A fter  this, it would seem hut natural that whenever I  hear 

a doubter or a scoffer denying the existence of our H imalayan 
Mahatmas, I  should simply smilo in pity, aud regard  tho 
doubter as a poor deluded sceptic, indeed !

S. R amaswamier, F.T.S.
Camp, Himalayas, near Darjiling, 15th October, 1882.

S l iV lS R A L  S E R I O U S  Q U E S T I O N S .
lu studying the Fragments of Occult Truth Nos. 1 to 3, the follow

ing diflioulties have come in my way ; aud if you would kindly assist 
me out of them 1 shall be very thankful.

From wliat source has matter come to exist ! Is  it eternal and 
self-existing or does it depend oil something else? Is matter aud 
Akasa tbe same !

lu the Buddhist Catechism by Colonel Oleott, answer to Q- 113 
is given as follows :— “ Buddha taught that two things arc eternal 
viz., ‘ Akasa’ and ‘ Nirvana.’ ” Would it be correct to say tha 
Akasa and Nirvana are distinct in themselves in the sense tha t  
neither of them has proceeded from the other.

Does Akasa go to make up the physical m an ;  aud is it  the 
total obliteration of Akasa tha t frees the seventh principle iu man 
and helps it to reach the state of perfect rest (Nirvana) I Or,

Does the .sixth principle iu man alone attain  perfect rest 
(Nirvana) and the seventh principle return to its parent source '!

If  “ tbe sense of individuality in Spirit cannot exist without 
combination with matter,” then it seems to me tha t  matter must 
a t t a in  Nirvana and that the “ emanation from the Absolute” (if 
the Absolute be something higher than Nirvana) cannot re turn  
to its parent source.

Win) reaps the benefit or otherwise of the Karina, the material 
principles in mao or tbe Spirit I ■

What is the object of the Creation (I use the word Creation 
for want of a better term, aud not iu the ordinary sense of its 
having a Creator) of the vast stary heavens aud of our planet. 
Have these come into existences through mere accident or with 
a definite object !

I t  is ditlicult to believe tha t  these states of existences have 
continued and arc to last to the end of time without any object ; 
but on the other hand, my reasoning faculties cannot penetrate so 
deep as to find out the object. I t  is puerile to th ink tha t  
God sits making mail as a potter liis Vessels,—some to satisfy his 
propensity for vengeance and some to siug liis praises.

II. N uu .h t t ,  
Vice-President, Prayag Theosophical Society.

Benares, Oct. 20, 1882.

K i h t o k ’s  N o t e . —Whati.s here asked in a few paragraphs, has 
been discussed through enough volumes to fill some miles of 
libiary-shelves. I f  our correspondent wilt follow us through tbe 
coming volumes of our magazine he will doubtless find a  good 
deal of thoughtful writing upon the mooted topics. We shrink 
from pronouncing the e.v cathedra judgments asked of us, fur, 
after all, our opinions are but our own aud we claim for them 
no intrinsic authority. As to the second and sixth questions of 
Mr. Niblett,  we refer him to the New Edition (14th thousand) of 
Colonel Olcott’s “ Buddhist Cataclysm,” just out, iu which will 
he found highly valuable and suggestive addenda to the First 
Edition as regards Karma, Personality, Individuality, Re-birth, 
and other matters th a t  have long been debated by Buddhistic 
commentators, aud in the treatment of which our colleague 
advances some new ideas. 
r „ _ " ’ ‘ ‘ ~~ ■ - - - - ,    , ,.

* Xlie writer’s advonturcs nro elsewhere described,—Jiu.



THE ADI BRAIIMO SAMAJ.
W h i l e  I  a g r e e  w i t h  B a b u  R a j  N a r a i n  B o s e  i n  h i s  a p p r e c i a t i o n  

o f  H i n d u i s m  a n d  r e p e a t  w i t h  h i m  “  W o .  c a n  n e v e r  f o r s a k e  t h e  
n a m e  o f  H i n d u  " I  a m  u n a b l e  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  h i s  d e f e n c e  o f  B n d n n o i s i n .
I  d o  n o t  k n o w  h o w  t o  r e c o n c i l e  h i s  o w n  s t a t e m e n t s  :— ( a )  “  H i n d u i s m  
t h r o u g h  g r a d u a l  i m p r o v e m e n t  a n d  p r o g r e s s i v e  d e v e l o p m e n t  h a s  
b e c o m e  B r a h m o i s m .  T h e  H i n d u i s m  o f  t h e  a g e  o f  t h e  T ! i g  V e d a  h a s  
b y  m e a n s  o f  g r a d u a l  i m p r o v e m e n t  a n d  c o r r e c t i o n  b e c o m e  B r a h m o 
i s m . ”  A n d  ( b )  “  W h e n  w e  p r o n o u n c e  t h e  w o r d  ‘ H i n d u ’ t h e  v e n e r 
a b l e  f i g u r e s  o f  R i s h i s  a n d  s a g e s  a p p e a r  w h o  p e r c e i v e d  t h e  i n t i m a t e  
r e l a t i o n  b e t w e e n  m a n  a n d  G o d .  I  s e e  b e f o r e  m e  t h e  H i n d u  n a t i o n  
r i s i n g  f r o m  s l e e p ,  r e n e w i n g  i t s  y o u t h , ”  & e . ,  & c .  I  b e g ,  a s  P r e s i d e n t  
o f  t h e  H i n d u  S a b h a ,  t o  b e  i n s t r u c t e d  b y  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  A d i  
B r a h m o  S a n i a j  a s  t o  w h o  im p r o v e d ,  d e v e lo p e d  a n d  c o r r e c t e d  H i n d u 
is m  in t o  B r a h m o i s m .  T h e y  m u s t  b e ,  1 s u p p o s e ,  g r e a t e r  l i i s h i s  
a n d  s a g e s  t h a n  h a v e  b e e n  t h e  f o u n d e r s  o f  H i n d u i s m .  B e f o r e  t h e i r  

n a m e s  a n d  t h e i r  g r e a t n e s s  a r e  m a d e  k n o w n  i t  i s  i d l e  t o  t a l k  
o f  B r a h m o i s m  i u  t h e  a b o v e  s t r a i n  ; a n d  o f  t h e  r i g h t  o f  t h e  B r a h m o s  
t o  p r e a c h  a n d  i n s t r u c t ,  I  v o t e  f o r  s t a t e m e n t  ( 6 ) ,  a n d  r e p u d i a t e  ( a ) .

A l l  t h a t  I  g a t h e r  o f  a  B r a h m o  i s  t h a t  h e  a p p r e c ia t e s  t l i e  M a n a -  
k a n d a  o r  S r e s h t a  A d h i k a r u  o f  H i n d u i s m  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  t e a c h i n g  
o f  t h e  R i s h i s — b u t  s o  d o  a l l  H i n d u s  a u d  P a n d i t s .  I u  f a c t  i t  i s  a  
t r u is m  t h a t  t h e  S r e s h t a  A d h i k a r a  i s  h i g h e r  t h a n  t h e  K a n i s h t l i a  
A d h i k a r a ! A s  I  c l a s s i f i e d  T h e o s o p h i s t s  i n  t h e  N o v e m b e r  
m a g a z i n e ,  a  B r a h m o  w h o  w i s h e s  t o  b e n e f i t  b y  t h e  “  M a n a -  
k a n d a ”  is  f i t  f o r  i n i t i a t i o n  a s  t h e  T h i r d  G r a d e  T h e o s o p h is t  
o r  t h e  B r a h m a n  o f  t h e  l a n d .  I f  a n y  m a n  c a n  c a l l  h i m s e l f  a  B r a h m o  
o r  B r a h m a n ,  “  a  k n o w e r  o r  s p e a k e r  o f  B r a h m a ”  a s  B a b u  D .  T a g o r e  
w o u l d  h a v e  i t ,  t h e r e  m a y  b e  i n  t h e  s a m e  w a y  a  M i s s i o n a r y  S a m a j  
o f  B i s h i s  ! A d m i s s i o n  t o  t h e  S r e s h t h a  A d h i k a r a  m u s t  b e  f i r s t  
d e s e r v e d  b y  a  H i n d u  o r  a n y  o t h e r  m a n .  T h e  c a n d i d a t e  m u s t  b e  
a p p r o v e d  o f  m e n  a l r e a d y  i u  i t ,  a n d  a d m i t t e d  b y  m e n  c o m p e t e n t  t o  
i n i t i a t e .  T h e  a d m i t t e d o a n d i d a t e  i s  m o r e  a  S t u d e n t  t h a n  a  T e a c h e r  ; 
a u d  a  r e a l  T e a c h e r  i s  a  m a n  o f  k n o w l e d g e ,  p o w e r  a n d  o f  p r a c t i c a l l y  
d e m o n s t r a b l e  m e r i t ,  a c t i v e l y  s o u g h t  b y  t h e  p u p i l s  r a t h e r  t h a n  s e e k 

i n g  t h e m .

W e  h a v e  e n o u g h  o f  h o l l o w  t r u m p e t s  a m i  s a l v a t i o n  a r m i e s ,  a n d  
w a n t  g e n t l e m e n  w h o  a r e  p r a c t i c a l  p h i l o s o p h e r s  a n d  u n o s t e n t a t i o u s  
b e n e f a c t o r s .  M y  b e s t  a d v i c e  t o  t h e  A d i  B r a h m o  S a m a j ,  w h o  a r e  s o  
f u l l  o f  n e w  m a r r i a g e  r i t e s  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  a s p i r a t i o n s ,  i s  t o  s t y l e  t h e m 
s e l v e s  t h e  I l i n d u  S a b h a  f o r  t h e s e  w o r l d l y  o r  s e m i - w o r l d l y  p u r p o s e s ,  
a n d  m a k e  a  T h e o s o p h i c a l  B r a n c h  S o c i e t y  f o r  t h e  J n f m a k a m l a m .  
A  l a y  a s s o c i a t i o n  c a l l i n g  t h e m s e l v e s  “  K n o w e r s  o f  B r a h m a , ”  a n d  
a s s e r t i n g  “  r ig h t s  t o  p r e a c h  a n d  i n s t r u c t , ”  i s  c e r t a i n l y  n o t  a  c o m p l i 
m e n t  t o ' i l i n d u i s m  o r  t h e  H i n d u  n a t i o n a l i t y .  I  a m  i n  i g n o r a n c e  o f  
B r a h m a  a n d  w a n t  t o  g e t  a t  t h e  k n o w i n g ,  a n d  s y m p a t h i s e  w i t h  
C h e l a  B r o t h e r  “If. X . ” w h o  f i n d s  t h e  K n o w e r s  r a t h e r  c a u t i o u s  a n d  
r e t i c e u t .  B u t  h e r e  a r e  B r a h m o s  k n o w in g  B r a h m a  a n d  g l o r y i n g  i n  
t h e ir  r ig h t s  to s p e a k  o f  h im  I  M y "  s u s p i c i o n  i s  t h a t  B r a h m o i s m  i s  
m e r e l y  d e a d - l e t t e r  H i n d u i s m  i n c a p a b l e  o f  a d j u s t i n g  t h e  J  n a n a - k a n d a  
w i t h  t h e  K a r m a - k a n d a  a n d  N i y a m a  A e l i a r a m  w i t h  Y o g .

M y  o b j e c t  i n  w r i t i n g  t h e s e  c r i t i c i s m s  i s  t o  e l i c i t  i n f o r m a t i o n  w h i c h  
w o u l d  m a k e  t h e  B r a h m o s  b e t t e r  a p p r e c i a t e d  b y  t h e  H i n d u s  a n d  
t h e  T h e o s o p h i s t s — a p a r t  f r o m  m e r e  b o o k - k n o w l e d g e .

A .  S a n k a r i a i i ,  B . A . ,  F . T . S  ,
P r e s i d e n t  F o u n d e r ,  H i n d u  S a b l i a .

E u i t o h ’ b N o t e .— W e  p u b l i s h  t h e  a b o v e  l e t t e r ,  l e a v i n g  o u r  r e s 
p e c t e d  f r i e n d ,  B a b u  R a j  N a r a i n  B o s e ,  o r  a n y  o t h e r  B r a h m o  o f  l i i s  
C h u r c h ,  t o  s e n d  a  r e p l y ,  w h i c h  w i l l  d u l y  a p p e a r  i u  t h e s e  0011111111.-;. 
T h e  T h k o s o p i u s t  i s  a l w a y s  o p e n  f o r  a  f r e e  d i s c u s s i o n .

“ AN ALLURING PROM ISE.”
T w o  m o u t h s  h a v e  e l a p s e d  s i n c e  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  m y  l e t t e r ,  a n d  

t o  m y  r e g r e t  a n d  d i s a p p o i n t m e n t ,  “ I I .  X . ” 1 m s  n o t  y e t  c o n d e s c e n d e d  
t o  n o t i c e  t h e  p r o p o s a l  c o n t a i n e d  i n  i t .  P o s s i b l y  h e  t h i n k s  I  a m  n o t  
s e r i o u s  ; i f  s o ,  l e t  m e  d i s a b u s e  h i m  o f  t h i s  i l l u s s i o n .  N o t  o n l y  a m  
I  s e r i o u s  i n  m y  p r o p o s a l ,  b u t  I  a m  w a i t i n g  f o r  i t s  a c c e p t a n c e  w i t h  
a l l  e a r n e s t n e s s  o f  w h i c h  “ I I .  X . ”  c a n n o t  p o s s i b l y  h a v e  a n y  i d e a .  I t  
w i l l  h a r d l y  b e  f a i r  f o r  y o u r  c o r r e s p o n d e n t  t o  r a i s e  h o p e s ,  i t  m a y  b e ,  
i n  f e e b l e  h e a r t s ,  a n d  t h e n  s c u t t l e  o u t  o f  h i s  o w n  o i l e r ,  w h e n  h e  s e e s  
o n e  h a v i n g  t h e  h a r d i h o o d  t o  c l o s e ,  a n d  c l o s e  c h e e r f u l l y ,  w i t h  i t .  
“ H .  X . ”  d o e s  n o t  k n o w  w h a t  d r e a m s  h i s  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  h a s  i n s p i r e d  
i n  m e .  T o  b e  t h e  m a s t e r  o f  a u c h  a i l  a m o u n t  o f  o c c u l t  l o r e  a s  
p r o m i n e n t  m e m b e r s  l i k e  “ I I .  X . ”  o f  t h e  S i m l a  E c l e c t i c  T h e o s o p h i c a l  
S o c i e t y  h a v e  g a t h e r e d  d u r i n g  e i g h t e e n  l o n g  m o n t h s  ; t o  b e  
p r o m i s e d  a l l  t h a t  i u  a  s i n g l e  w e e k ,  o r  a s  1 h a v e  m o d i f i e d  i t ,  i n  f o u r  
w e e k s ,  i s  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  h a s  h a r d l y  h a d  i t s  e q u a l  i n  c a p t i v a t i n g  
m y  i m a g i n a t i o n .  I f  “ H .  X . ’s ”  o f f e r  h a s  f o u n d  o n e  t o  b e  e n a m o u r e d  
w i t h  i t  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  e m b r a c i n g  i t  h e a r t  a n d  s o u l ,  t h e  u l t i m a t e  
r e s u l t  o f  i t  c a n  h a r d l y  b e  l e s s  g r a t i f y i n g  t o  “ I i .  X . ”  h i m s e l f .  T o  
p r e v e n t  a  m a n  f r o m  b e i n g  d r i v e n  t h r o u g h  s h e e r  d e s p a i r  i n t o  t h e  
a r m s  o f  M a t e r i a l i s m  o r  A g n o s t i c i s m ,  t o  s p a r e  h i m  t h e  c o l d ,  d r e a r y ,  
h e a r t l e s s  l i f e  o f  o n e  w h o  h a s  f a i l e d  t o  f i n d  h i s  ( J o d ,  o r  t o  t r a c e  t h e  
h a n d  o f  a  C r e a t o r  i u  t h e  o r g a n i s m  w i t h  w h i c h  h e  i s  s u r r o u n d e d  ; t o  
s n a t c h  h i m  f r o m  t h e  m i s a n t h r o p i c  t u n d e n c y  o f  o n e  f o r c e d  t o  g a p e  
011 t h e  t h r o e s  o f  s u f f e r i n g  h u m a n i t y  w i t h o u t  t h e  s l i g h t e s t  c a p a c i t y  
t o  m i t i g a t e  o r  h e a l  t h e m ;  t o  g i v e  a  r e l i g i o n  n o b l e r  f a r  t h a n  a n y  
e x i s t i n g  t o  o n e  w h o  h a s  b e e n  y e t  a  s t r a n g e r  l o  “  i t s  m e d i c i n a l  a t t e n 
t i o n  t o  o u r  m e n t a l  b l o t c h e s  a n d  r u n n i n g  s o r e s  t o  i n f u s e  s w e e t n e s s  
p n d  g e u t l e n e s s  iuto a t e m p e r  t h a t  is f a s t  degenerating into w l l w u s ,

s e e p t i c a l  m i s a n t h r o p y  t h e s e  a n d  o t h e r  s i m i l a r  r e s u l t s  m a y  w e l l  
a p p a e l  t o  y o u r  c o r r e s p o n d e n t ’s  s y m p a t h y  o u  i n y  b e h a l f ,  a n d  s e c u r e  m e  
t h a t  e a r l y  i n v i t a t i o n  t o  S i m l a  o r  C a l c u t t a ,  I  s o  e a r n e s t l y  l o n g  f o r .

T o  c o n v i n c e  y o u r  c o r r e s p o n d e n t  t h a t  I  a m  i n  e a r n e s t ,  I  s e n d  
y o u  i n y  a d d r e s s ,  s o  t h a t  l i e  m a y  f i n d  o u t  f o r  h i m s e l f  w h o m  h e  i s  

i o  h a v e  a s  h i s  ‘ C h e l a . ’
B .  J .  P .

P R O F . I IA E C K E L  ON L A W  A N D  M IR A C L E .
From a translation of Prof. Haeckel’s lecture at a recent 

meeting of German Naturalists and Physicians (N ature , 
Sept. 28) wc copy tlie following paragraphs. Tlieir bold 
affirmation on behalf of the highest scientific authorities, 
of tlie “ Oneness of Nature and God,” and the inviolable 
supremacy of Natural Law, will please none so much as 
our Buddhist and Vedantic friends, whose belief is so 
antagonistic to all supernaturalism :—

“ The pmified knowledge of the world in the present day 
knows that natural revelation alone which in the book 
of nature lies open to every one and which every unpre
judiced man with sound senses and sound reason can 
learn out of it. From this is derived that purest monistic 
form of faith which attains its climax in tlie conviction of 
the unity of (Jod and Nature and wliich has long ago found 
its most complete expression in the confessions of our 
greatest poets and thinkers, Goethe and Lessing, at their 
bead. That Charles Darwin, too, was penetrated by this 
religion of nature, and did not acknowledge a particular 
ehurch-coiifession, is patent to every man who knows his 
works...........................

Only in law-regulated society can man acquire the true 
and full culturo oftlie higher human life. That, however, is 
only possible when the natural instinct of self-preserva
tion, Egoism, is restricted and corrected by consideration 
for society, by Altruism. The higher man raises himself 
011 the ladder of culture, the greater are the sacrifices 
which he must make to society, for tlie interests of the 
latter shape themselves evermore to the advantage of the 
individual at the same time ; just as, reversely, the regulated 
community thrives the better the more the wants of its 
members are satisfied. It is therefore quite a simple 
necessity which elevates a sound equilibrium between 
Egoism and Altruism into the first- requirement of natural 
ethics.

The greatest enemies of mankind have ever been, down 
to the present day, ignoranco and superstition ; their 
greatest benefactors, 011 the other hand, the lofty intellec
tual heroes who with the sword of tlieir free spirit have 
valiantly contended with those enemies. Among these 
venerable intellectual warriors stand at the head, Darwin, 
Goethe, and Lamarck, in a line with Newton, Kepplor, and 
Copernicus. These great thinkers of nature by devoting 
tlieir rich intellectual gifts, in the teeth of all opposition, 
to the discovery of the most sublime natural truths, have 
become true saviors of need)' mankind, and possess a far 
higher degree of Christian love than the Hcribes and 
Pharisees who are always bearing this phrase in their mouth 
and the opposite in tlieir heart.

How little, 011 the other hand, blind belief in miracles 
and the dominion of orthodoxy is in a position to manifest 
true philanthropy is sufficiently testified, not only by the 
whole history of the middle ages, but also by the intolerant 
and fanatic procedure of the militant church in our days. 
Or must we not look with deep shame 011 those orthodox 
Christians who, in our day, again express tlieir Christian 
love by the persecution of those of other faith and by blind 
hatred of race ? And here in Eisenach, the sacred place 
where Martin Luther delivered us from the gloomy him 
of adherence to the letter, did not a troop of so-called 
Lutherans venture some years ago to try anew to bend 
science under that yoke i

Against this presumption 011 the part of a tyrannical and 
selfish priesthood it will to-dav be permitted us to protest 
011 the same spot where JitiO years ago the great Reformer 
of the church kindled the %!it of free inquiry, As true



Protestants wc shall rise up against every attempt to force 
independent reason again under the yoke of superstition, 
no matter whether the attempt be mado by a church’ 
scct or a pathologic spiritism.

Happily wo are entitled to regard- these mediaeval 
relapses as but transitory aberrations wliich will have no 
abidingeftcct. Tho immeasurable practical importance of 
the natural scienccs for our modern culture-life is now so 
generally recognised, that no scction of it can any longer 
dispense with it. No power in the world is able again 
to roll backwards the immense progress to which wo 
owe our railways and steamers, telegraphy and photo
graphy, and the thousand indispensable discoveries of 
physic and chemistry.
 ̂ Just as little, too, will any power in the world succeed 
in destroying the theoretic achievements which a,re 
inseparably bound up with those practical successes of 
modern scicnce. Among those theories we must assign 
tbe first place to the development doctrine of Lamarck, 
Goethe, and Darwin. For by it alone aro we authorised 
firmly to establish that comprehensive oneness of our 
theory of Nature in which every phenomenon appears as 
but efflux of one and the same all-comprehensive law 
of nature. The great law of tho conservation of force 
thereby finds its universal application, embracing also 
those biological provinces which hitherto appeared closed 
to it.”

A t this same Eisenach meeting Professor Haeckel made 
public an important letter from Mr. Darwin upon 
the subject of religion, showing b u t  too plainly th a t  lie 
was a Free-thinker iu the strongest sense of tha t abused 
word. This letter was most unfairly suppressed by, not 
merely the Christian organs in England, bu t oven by 
N ature, the presumed d e a r  mirror of modern science, 
and the warm panegyrist of Mr. Darwin. 'I’his fact being 
made known to Professor Haeckel by Dr. Edward Aveling, 
of London, the Professor, iu a le tter of date Jena, Nth 
October, 1882, makes this biting criticism iqxni British 
dogmatic supcrvicncy

“  T h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  t l m t  I  o w e  t o  y o u ,  t h a t  t h e  E n g l i s h  p r e s s  

l i a s  a l m o s t ,  w i t h o u t  e x c e p t i o n ,  s u p p r e s s e d  t h i s  l e t t e r ,  h a s  f i l l e d  

i n y  G e r m a n  f r i e n d s  m i d  m y s e l f  w i t h  s i n c e r e  p i t y  a n d  r e g r e t ?  

F o r  w e  r e e o g n i z c  i n  t h a t  f a c t  t l m t  a  r i g i d  s y s t e m  o f  I h e  d e e p e s t  

h y p o c r i s y ,  s o c i a l  a n d  r e l i g i o u s ,  i s  s t i l l  i n  f r e e  E n g l a n d  s t i o n g  

e n o u g h  t o  p r e v e n t  e v e n  ( . l i e  s i m p l e  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  a  d o c u m e n t  

p r e g n a n t ,  w i t h  m e a n i n g .  W e  i u  G e r m a n y  n r e  h a p p y  i n  d u r i n g  

t o  s p e a k  o u t  t h e  t r u t h  I V e e l y ,  h a p p y  i n  t h a t  w e  h a v e  l i b e r a t e d  

o u r s e l v e s  f r o m  t h e  b o n d s  o f  m e d i e v a l  p r e j u d i c e . ”

T A B L E  O F  C O N T E N T S .

T H E  ,SE  1 'E N T I I  A N N I V E R S A R Y  OF T H E  

T I I E O S U r n i C A L  S O C I E T Y .

The Seventh Anniversary of out Society will bo cele
brated on the 7th instant at Framji Cowasji Hall, as 
usual, at 5-30 2’' 111 ■ Delegates from various Branches 
will attend; even of whom have already arrived at 
Bombay. The occasion will be of unusual interest. 
Particulars will appear in our next number.

T iik jM a x a o k i ! <>f tiik  T i ik o s o p i i i s t  lias received a 
supply of the now Edition (14th thousand) of Colonel 
Olcott’s Jhuldhi/st Cat<rh.'win, which is considerably cn* 
larged. Ten moro questions and a very instructive 
nppeudix have been added. Copies can be had a t  six 
annas, each.

A few copies of Oxley’s Philoxoiihy o f  S p ir it  have also 
been received and can be obtained on remittance of the 
advertised priec.
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SPECIAL NOTICES.

I t  is now evident t lmt tho TnrcosonnsT offers to advertisers unusual ad
vantages in circulation. Wo bnvo already subscribers in every par t  of 
Indin, in Ceylon, Burmah, China, and on the Persian Gulf. Our paper 
also goes to Great  Britain ami Ire land, Prance, Spain, Holland, Germany, 
Norway, l im ita ry ,  , Greeco, Russia, Australasia, South Africa, tbo West 
Judies, and North and South America. The following very moderate rates 
havo been adopted :

A dve rt is in g  R ates .

t i r s t  insert ion......................](i lines and under.1 Rupee.
For each additional l in o ...................................... 1 Alina.

Spaco is charged for nt the la te  of 12 lines to tho inch. Special arrange
ments can bo mado for large advertisements, and for longer and fixed 
periods. For further  information and contracts for advertising, apply to

Messhs. COOPER & Co., M eadow Sthkf.t, F oiit, Bo m b a y ; 

1’iiuruiEToit, LXDUSTIUAL I'llliliH, 3, U ujimum Stiieet , F oiit, B o m b a y ;
Manaceii , THEOSOPHIST, B reach Candy , Bo m b a y ;

To SUBSCRIBERS.

The Subscription price a t  which tho T h e o s o h u s T is published barely
covers cost—the design in establishing iho journal- having been rather
to rcach a very wide circle of readers, than to mako a profit. Wc cannot 
all'ord, therefore, to  send specimen copies free, nor to supply libraries, so* 
cietics, or individuals gratuitously. For the same reason we arc obliged 
to adopt tho plan, now universal in America, of requiring subscribers to 
pay in advance, and of stopping tho paper a t  the end of tlio term paid for. 
Many years of practical experience havo convinced Western publishers that  
this system of casli paym ent is the best and most satisfactory to both 
parties ; and all respectable journals are now conducted on this plan.

The T iikosoi’mist will appear  each month. The rates, for twelve num 
bers of not less than 48 columns lioyal 4to each of reading matter , of 
57(i columns in all, are as follows :—To Subscribers in any pa r t  of Jndia, 
Ceylon, Stra its Settlements, China, Japan,  and Australia, l!s. W ; in Africa, 
Europe, and the United States,  ± J. Half-year (India, &c.) Rs. 5 ; Singlo 
copies Rupee 1. Remittances in postal stamps must be a t  tho rate  of anna. 
17 to the liupec to cover discount. The abovo rates  include postages 
Ao hame nili be entered in the books or paper sent until the money is 
remitted; and invariably the paper will be discontinued at the expiration 
of the term subscribed for. Remittances should be made in Money-orders, 
llundis,  Hill cheipies, ( or Treasury bills if in registered le tters ), and 
mado payable only to the Pitoi’iiiKTOUS of the T heosohiist, Breach 
Candy, Bombay, India. Subscriptions commence with tho Volume. .

Subscribers wishing a printed receipt for thoir remittances must send 
s tamps for return postago. Otherwise acknowledgments will be mado 
through tho journal.

frsi* Only eihiit Numiieiis or vol.. I hking av.wi.am .k, tiik ciiaiioe von 
them will be Rs. 4-4. Subscribers for the Second Volume (Oct. 1S60 to 
September 1881) pay Rs, (3 only iu Jnd ia ;  Rs. 7 in Ceylon; Rs. 8 iu tho 
Stra its  Settlements China, Japan, nnd Australia; and ±1 in Africa, 
Europe and the United States.

A o e n t s  : London, Eng., Bernard Qiiariteh, IB Piccadilly, W. ; Franco, P. G. 
Leymarie, 5, lluo Neuvo des Petit'? Champs, Paris ; New York, Fowler 
aud WcIIr, 753, Broadway ; Boston, Mass, Colby and Rich, 9, Montgomery 
Place ; Chicago, III. J .  O. Bundy, 1*2, La Salle St. American subscribers 
may also ordor their  papers through W. Q. Judge,  Esq., 71 Broadway, 
New York. Melbourne, \V. 11. Terry, Pub. Harbinger of Light \ West 
Indies, C. E. Taylor, St. Thomas; Jnd ia :  Thacker Spink and Company, 
Booksollers, Cnlcntta ; Babu Narendro Nath Son, Indian Mirror oilice, 24 
Mott's T.nnc, 1 Ihurnuntollah Street,  Calcutta ; Messrs. Jol’nson & Co., 2(j 
I 'opham's Broadway, Madras ; L. Venkata Varadarnjulu Naidu, Itayapetta, 
High Road, .Madras ; Coylon; Grog Ederowcro, Galle ; John  Robert do 
Silva, Surveyor General’s Oilice, Colombo : Don Tiiccthy Karunuratno, 
Kandy. China : Kelly and Walsh, Shanglinf.

Printod a t  the hulustrial Press by Jiurjorjee Cursetjce, Printer) 
published by tho Theosophical Society nt Broach Candy, Bombay.
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S U P P L E M E N T

TO

THE THEOSOPHIST-

V o l . 4. No. 3. BOMBAY, D ECEM BER, 1882. No. 39

AN IN D IA N  N A T IO N A L  F U N D .
Our venerable friend ami brother, Mrry. P. Iyaloo Naidoo 

Gnroo, Retired Deputy Collector of Arni,— one of the most 

estimable native gentlemen we have met in India—-sends us tho 

following- memo, containing rules for “ foiming a company aud 

thereby raising necessary funds for training young men iu 

Europe or America in the useful arts aud sciences for the 

bonefit of India.” This memo, was called out by tho reports 

of our sixth Anniversary Meeting, on which occasion Colonel 

Olcott made, in'his annual address, somo reference to a 
“ National Fund” to bo raised in India by voluntary subscrip

tions, lectures, &c. W e shall be happy to receive the opinions 

of as many as possible of our experienced and patriotic brothers 

mid friends upon Mr. Iyaloo Naidoo’s plan. W e  have all along 

been endeavouring to do our duty to India as best wo could, 

evcu while wo were distrusted, and our work impeded by the 
Natives themselves ; and now that the darkest clouds are swept 

a way from our horizon, if we could got any further valuable 

hints or suggestions as to the most effectual way of accomplish

ing our object, we shall be happy to accept ftnJ work upon 

theui.— Ei>.

M E M O R A N D U M .

BY M. P . IY A L O O  N A ID O O , O A U O O, F .T .S .

( Retired Deputy Collector o f  A rni.)
The circumstances that- necessitate the  sending of young 

men from this country to Europe or America for practical 
education in the arts and sciences, so deficient a t present 
in our country, are well known among educated Natives. 
They are so well and so forcibly described in the 
“ A ppea l” by the  Poona Sarvajanik Sabha, published iu the 
D nyan Prakash of the  22nd December, 1881, th a t  they 
need not be repeated here. B u t I  will try  to suggest an 
evidently feasible plan, by which the  necessary funds can 
easily be raised for the purpose of gaining the object in 
view. .

1. I t  is proposed th a t  a fund of 10 (ten) lacs of Rupees 
shall be raised by means of a Company called, say 
“ National Benefit Jo in t  Stock Company, Limited,” the 
capital to be divided into 10,000 (ten thousand) shares at 
Rs. 100 per share.

2. The money thus raised to be invested for fifty 
years in the  Government Securities of f o u r  per cent. 
loan, and the  annual interest of Rs. 40,000 can be utilized 
by having it  distributed among competent Indian  youths

as a loan intended to induce and help them to train them 
selves in different trades and professions, in Europe and 
America, after some preliminary education in  India.

D. No portion of tho fund (ten lacs of Rupees) shall 
be spent by the Company on any acco u n t ; but tho whole 
of it  shall continue in Government Securities for the abovo 
period of 50 years.

4. The Company shall carry on tlieir operations for the 
benefit of the  natives of Ind ia  by means of an Executive 
Committee consisting of o or 7 Members, and a Secretary 
selected from among tlie shareholders and located at 
Madras, Calcutta, or any other place th a t  may be settled 
upon by a majority of the  shareholders.

5. The Executive Committee thus appointed shall 
have power to utilize the  amounts of interest realised 
from the Government Securities, and of the compound 
interest tha t  can accrue therefrom eventually.

(i. The Executive Committee shall invito young men 
from among the Natives, w ithout distinction of caste or 
creed, to go to Europe or America for qualifying them
selves in the useful arts and sciences, for different trades, 
as noted fu rther on in the  appendix ; and shall receive 
applications from such young men, accompanied by certi
ficates granted by a competent medical officer selected 
by the Executive Committee, showing th a t  the applicant 
is in a sound sta te  of health, and is free from any 
constitutional disease.

7. The age of the youths going to Europo or America 
for education shall not be above 20 years.

8. The Committee shall also have power to invite and 
receive applications, accompanied by proper medical 
certificates, from those parents of boys aged 7 years or 
more, who are willing to give the ir  sons preliminary edu
cation in India, and then  to send them  to Europe or 
America to complete it  by qualifying them  in any of tho 
trades as specified below.

9. The Committee shall select such of the applicants 
as m ay be found competent in every respect, to qualify 
them selves by preliminary education, already received! or 
hereafter  to be received in India, and by final t ra in ing  in 
America or Europe in the trades specified, and to benefit 
Ind ia  by returning to, and utilizing, and spreading theiy 
arts and professions in their native country.



10. Tlie Committee, if unanimons, shall have the 
power to reject the  applications of such boys and youths, 
or those of the parents of such boys and youths, as they 
may th ink  unfit for some plausible cause or reason for 
gaining the object in view ; and without assigning or 
divulging tho said reason.

11. To the applicants approved, tho Committee shall 
lend money to meet the ir  travelling expenses to, nud 
education in the  countries selected by them, under the 
conditions and within the limits specified below.

12. Five youths shall be selected to study for profes
sion No. 1 (see appendix), and one for each of the other 
professions from No. 2 to No. G. A sum not exceeding 
Rs. 1,500 shall in the  aggregate be lent to tho 10 youths 
so selected ; tho maximum to he disbursed to each of 
them monthly, exceeding in no case Rs. 150 a month.

13. About 20 youths shall be selected for the other 
branches of trade from No. 7 to No. 17, who shall receive 
loans monthly in various proportions and according to 
the ir  circumstances and wants; the sum not to exceed in 
maximum Rs. 100 monthly to each of them, to meet 
tlieir educational wants and daily necessities during their 
stay in the foreign lands.

14. The Committee shall bo invested with power to 
continue (or discontinue) the ir  loan to the  student so pre 
paring in foreign lands for a term of 5 or 7 years, the 
continuation of the stipend being left a t  the ir  discretion, 
and according to the requirements and progress of the 
stipendiary.

15. The parents or guardians of the  boys selected for 
preliminary education in India, prior to the ir  starting for 
Europe or America, shall receive from the  Committee a 
TnensualloanofRs.10orRs.15 during the  stay of their sons 
or wards in Ind ia  and, a t the  time of the departure  of tho 
latter, the sums a t  the rate specified under Rules 12 and 
IS for their education, apprenticeship, and maintenance in 
the  foreign land or lands.

16. The lives of the boys and youths receiving loan 
from the Committee for the above purposes, shall be 
insured in some trustworthy Insurance Company, in order 
to avoid losses from casual deaths.

17. The Committee shall enter into previous arrange
m en t with, and p u t  themselves in communication with, 
official authorities such as Consuls or A g e n ts ; with 
Bankers, respectable public Bodies and Societies, in 
Europe aud America ; and enter into agreement with 
various Sabhas in Iud ia  for the purpose of making such bye- 
laws and arrangements as may be well calculated to 
secure the health, good behaviour, and proper education 
of tho youths during their stay in the said Foreign 
countries, and to prevent the waste of the money lent to 
them  by the Committee.

18. The youths and their  parents or guardians shall 
be required to execnte Bonds in the  presence of the 
head men of their respective castes, legally binding them 
on their  honour.—

A. To return to Ind ia  after completing their studies 
and apprenticeship in Europe or America and utilize 
their skill and profession in their own country.

B. To repay the said Loan in m onthly instalments, 
each to represent no less th an  one-fourth of their 
monthly professional income, on their  commencing 
their  respective avocations in India.

C. To continue abroad, under the  penalty of having his 
monthly allowance and all further help stopped, in the 
same religion which the youth professed during the 
execution of the Bond.

D. To conform to the bye-laws made by the  Executive 
Comittee for the  guidance of the youths and for the  
proper expenditure of the money len t to them.

E. To pay an In te res t  a t 9 or 12 per cent on the  loan 
until liquidation.

F. To pay 5 times the am ount of the sum lent (the 
parent or friend going for them  as a security) as a 
forfeiture and fine in case the  youths should fail to 
conform to the conditions A, B, C, or D, or to proceed,

as originally settled upon, to the Foreign countries for 
training themselves finally in their respective capa
cities and trades.

10. The money spent for insuring the  lives of tho 
youths and boys shall form part of the loan repayable 
under the Bond.

20. The death of any youth or boy, prior to the repay
ment of the loan or of any portion of it  to tho Company 
or their Executive Committee, shall absolve his parents 
and other heirs from any liability to its Debt and shall 
entitle the Company or their Executive Committee to re
cover the insured sum from the  Insurance Company. 
Any balance, tha t  may remain after paying their loan with 
interest from the insured sum, shall be paid to tho 
parents or other legal heirs of the deceased.

21. The death of a youth after the repayment of the 
entire loan and interest to the Company or their 
Executive Committee shall entitle his parents or other 
heirs to recover the insured sum from the Insurance 
Company.

22. The operations of the  Executive Committee shall 
for the first 5 or 7 years be limited to training T H I R T Y  

youths in Europe or America as prescribed in Rules 12 
and 13 and to giving preliminary education to T W E N T Y  

boys in India.
2.3. As tho refunds of loans made to the stipendiaries 

can in part begin from the sixth year after sending the  first 
group to Europe or America, the Committee can gradually 
extend their operations by sending as m any young men to 
the Foreign lands or training as many boys in Ind ia  as 
the funds at  their  disposal will permit.

24. The Committee can also be invested with power, 
when they have sufficient funds, to gran t scholarships 
varying from Rs. 5 to Rs. 10 a month to competent young 
men th a t  are training themselves in public schools o f arts 
a nd  sciences in In d ia .  The number of scholarships thus 
given cannot exceed 100 a year.*

25. The operation of the company shall come to a 
close on the  50th anniversary of the " National Benefit 
Jo in t Stock Company” and the several sums of the shares 
forming the  10 lacs of Rupees invested, in Government 
Securities shall be re funded  to the respective share
holders or to their legal heirs with h a lf the  profits 
acquired.

2G. Tlie oilier h a lf  o f  the profits acquired sliall form a 
perm anent fund to be invested in Government Securities 
or in landed property to be held from any further liability 
to the claim s o f  the then late shareholders.

27. The interest or profits accruing from the invest
ments made (vide Rule 26) shall be perm anently  appro
priated for the spread and improvement of arts and 
sciences in Ind ia  under such Rules and conditions as may 
be settled in a general meeting of the then  late share
holders.

A i t e n d i x .

The different trades referred in the paragraph 6 of the 
memo, arc :— (1) Covenanted service ; (2) Law ; (3) Medical 
Service ; (4) Engineering service ; (5) Educational service; 
(G) Military service; (7) Naval service ; (8) W eavers;  (0) 
Railway work; (10) Machinists’ work; (11) Carpenters (12) 
Smiths of different kind ; (13) Dyers of different colours; 
(14) Glass and Pot-m akers;  (15) Mining ; (1G) Mechanics 
of other kinds ; (17) F ine  Arts, &c.

N O T E  n v  C O L O N E L  O LCO TT.

The above memorandum of Mr. Iyaloo Naidoo having 
been submitted to me for an opinion, I  find its general 
provisions unobjectionable, and will be glad to have the 
m atter discussed by the Indian public. I  would, however,

* 40 ScliolnrBlii]is a t  Rs. D each monthly Rs. 200 
30 Do. a t  „ 7 Do. „ 2L0
30 Do. at ,, 10 Do. „ 300

Monthly Rs. 710



lay stress upon one point verbally communicated by mo 
to tbe Secretary of the Poona Sarvajanik Sabha, throngh a 
young native sent to consult m e ; and subsequently 
embodied in a lecture I  delivered before the Meerut 
Association. I t  is t h i s : T ha t  the greatest care should
be taken to send 110 youth abroad to learn a profession, or 
the  mechanic arts or trades, who had not from his earliest 
years shown a peculiar aptitude for the profession or art to 
le  learned. I t  would be absurd to the last degree to send 
a H indu boy to learn and trade in America who had not 
discovered great natural mechanical talents ; tho energy 
spent would be as good as thrown away, and the boy no 
doubt be ruined for any useful career. I  have met in 
Ind ia  only two or three young men whom I  would take 
the  responsibility of sending, if  i t  lay with me. Still 
I  have made no particular research into the subject.

Those who may read the present papers are particularly 
notified tha t  at present I  will not consent to receive even 
one rupee’s subscription to the  proposed National Eund. 
My position is clearly defined in my late Annual Address, 
and I  shall not swerve from it. W hen Mr. Tyaloo Naidoo’s 
Company is fully organized, the shares ready for allot
ment, and Trustees chosen in whom the H indu commu
nity and I  have entire confidence, 1 shall be ready to take 
up the work of raising the money. B u t not before. And, 
furthermore, I  shall not accept a rupee for any personal 
services I  may render.

H u n k y  S. O l c o t t .

Bombay, November, 1882.

T H E  S IN G H A L E S E  N A T IO N A L  F U N D .

O ur Society has reason to be highly satisfied with the 
results of the President Founder’s canvas of the year 
1882, in the Galle District of the Southern Province of 
Ceylon. The failure of coffee cultivation which, beggaring 
the European planters, has reacted upon tho whole 
population of the Island ; the low prices of cocoanut ami 
Citronella oils, coir fibre and cinnamon, to say nothing 
of gems— for which there has been scarce any sale during 
the past six months ; the m aking  of Colombo, instead of 
Galle, the port of call for the  great passenger lines of 
s teamers— all these have made the  Sinhalese-people 
feel very, very  poor. So disheartened are they, our ability 
to report a large increase of cash collections for the 
National Buddhist Fund  over those of 1881 is 110 less 
surprising than gratifying. Colonel Olcott gave his first 
lecture of the  Galle course on the  29th Ju ly  ; the sixti/- 
fourth , and last, on the  23rd October. The average 
subscriptions exceeded Rs. 120 per lecture, the  cash pay
ments Rs. 100. The gross cash collection was Rs. (i,807'09 
as against Rs. 4,595 34 in the preceding year. H e spent 
forty-seven of the eighty-seven days of the  season in his 
travelling-cart ; the rest of the  time at onr Galle H ead 
quarters, whence daily excursions were made to villages 
within the town gravets a t  which lectures had been 
arranged for. He desires tha t the  members of our Society, 
in all countries, should be made acquainted with the fact 
tha t  Mr. Crcgoris Ed re were, the Secretary of our Galle 
Branch, merits especial praise for his tireless exertions to 
carry out the season’s programme, and th a t  honorable 
mention should also be made of G. C. A. Jayasekara. Esq., 
(Proctor) Pres ; Simon Perera Abeyawardeene, Esq., Vice 
P i •es.; D. O. Goonesekara, Esq., (Proctor), Thomas DeSilva 
Ainarasuria, Esq., P. E. Ponnamperuma, Esq., Don Elias 
Amerisirri Jayasinha, Esq., and Emanis deSilva Ouneso- 
kara, Esq., Councilors, for valuable aid. O ther gentlemen 
m ight be named, bu t these above noted were particularly 
distinguishable. Bulatgama Hamdru, and Seelawan.sa 
Hamdru were most zealous among priests. N ext year 
the President-Founder will canvas the  Matara and 
H am banto ta  District, with Headquarters  a t  Matara.

Following arc the official documents of the season :— 
J O I N T  A C R E E M E N T  C O N S T I T U T I N G  T H E  I ! H A R O  O F  T R U S T E E S  

F O R  T H E  S O U T H E R N  P R O V I N C E .

• [No. 2801.]

( 'eylon S tam p Duty 
One Rupee.

To a Li. t o  w h o m  t h e s e  P r e s e n t s  s h a l l  c o m e , 
Colonel H enry Steel Olcott, President of the Theoso
phical Society, of the first part, and Simon Perera 
Aba.yawardena of Galle, Emanis de Silva Gunesekara 
of llatgama, Don Charles Philip Wcerekoon of Galle, 
and Don Elias Amcre-Sirri Jayasinha, A ttepa ttu  Aratchy 
of Nagoda, members of the Galle Paramawignanartha 
Bauddha Samagama of the second part, hereinafter called 
the  Trustees— send greeting : Whereas a Fund called 
the “ S i n h a l e s e  N a t i o n a l  B u d d h i s t i c  F u n d ” has been 
created by Colonel H enry Steel Oocott, President of the 
Theosophical Society, for and 011 behvlf of the  Galle 
Paramawiganartha Bauddha Samagama, being a Branch» 1 1 » • O '  ©
ot the Buddhist Section of the  Theosophical Society, for 
monies raised and to be raised by himself, assisted by 
members of the Paramawignanartha Bauddha Samagama, 
and others, from collections, subscriptions, donations, 
legacies, the profit 011 sales of publications, and from other 
sources. And, Whereas, the sum of Rupees two thousand 
two hundred and twelve and cents eighty-four, raised as 
aforesaid, hath been transferred into the names of the 
said Trustees of fhe second part  hereto, and doth now 
stand in their jo in t names in the books kept a t the Galle 
Branch of the Chartered Mercantile Bank of India, London 
and China for the sole use and benefit of the  said Fund.

Now t h e s e  p r e s e n t s  w i t n e s s  tha t  they the said 
Simon Perera  Abayawardene of Galle, Emanis de Silva 
Gunesekara of Ratgamma, Don Charles Philip Weerekoon 
of Galle and Don Elias Amaresirri Jayasinha, Attepattu 
Aratchy of Nagoda, do, and each of them for himself sever
ally and respectively and for his successors in office doth 
by these presents acknowledge, testify and declare that as 
well the said sum of Rupees two thousand two hundred 
and twelve and cents eighty-four as also all further and 
other sums which shall a t  any time or times hereafter be 
transferred into the ir  joint names for the  benefit of the 
said “ Sinhalese National Buddhistic F u n d ” shall be at all 
t imes hereafter deemed and taken to be the property of 
and belonging to the said Fund, and that the  same shall, 
from time to time, as the same shall be so transferred, 
stand and remain in the jo in t names of the said Trustees 
and be held by them together with all dividends, interests 
and yearly or other income and proceeds thereof res
pectively arising therefrom. In  trust only, and to aud for 
the sole use and benefit and advantage of the said “ Sinha
lese National Buddhistic Fund,” and to and for no other 
use, t ru s t  or purpose whatsoever. And it is hereby fur
ther  declared by all the  parties hereto tha t  the Trustees 
of the said Fund  shall be four in number. T ha t  the 
Trustees, as aforesaid shall collect or cause to be collected, 
at moderate and reasonable cost, fill unpaid subscriptions, 
donations or other sums promised for the said Fund and 
immediately deposit the nett proceeds of the same in the 
aforesaid Bank to the joint credit of all the Trustees ; 
which said moneys shall hereafter be held subject to the 
rules and restrictions herein provided for.

T hat the  moneys aforesaid and their increment shall 
be deposited in the Galle Branch of the Chartered Mer
cantile Bank of India, London and China or other solvent 
Banking corporation, as collected, and the increment 
only shall be drawn for disbursement upon warrants or 
drafts presented to the said Trustees or their successors 
in office, and signed by the Chairman, Treasurer and 
Secretary of a ceitain Board of Managers of the said 
Fund  (which said Board of Managers is simultaneously 
organized under a separate agreement between the said 
Colonel Henry Steel Olcott and other persons named in 
the said agreement) and countersigned by the said Colonel



Henry Steel Olcott, liis successors in office, or legal 
representatives approved by the Galle Param awignanartha 
Bauddha Samagama. The Trustees when recommended 
by vote of a majority of tho Board of Managers after a 
proper assessment and enquiry into the title of the 
property offered to bo hypothecated, may invest tho 
principal of the said Fund on good security of primary 
mortgage of productive immovable property, if situate 
within the four gravets of Colombo to tho extent of ono 
half  the estimated value of property, or on mortgage of 
like property situate within tlic four gravets of Gallo to 
the extent of one-third of tlio estimated value of the 
property. In  the event, of tho Trustees refusing to make 
a loan when recommended by tho Managers as aforesaid, 
tho m atter shall be referred to the  sole arbitration of 
Edmund Rowland Gunaratna Esquire, F.T.S., Mudaliyar 
of His Excellency the Governor’s Gate, who is hereby 
chosen Honorary Arbitrator for such emergent cases and 
whose decision shall be final. T hat no more than Rupees 
one thousand shall be loaned on any one piece of property ; 
and interest a t  the  rate of ten per centum per annum 
shall be levied on all loans; and if default be made in the 
payment of interest for the  space of three months then 
interest shall be reckoned and levied at  the  rate of 
twelve per centum per annum from such date and tho 
loan shall be called in ; That in case of the death of a i ^  
Trustee or his disqualification by reason of liis incapacity, 
unwillingness, neglect, or inability to act, or apostacy from 
Buddhism to any other religion, the afoiosaid Colonel 
Henry Steel Olcott, his successors in office, or legal 
representatives as above, shall appoint a Trustee in liis 
stead, 011 the  nomination of the Galle Paramawignanartha 
Bauddha Samagama, should the Society be then in 
existence, or if not, then the said H enry Steel Olcott 
shall in connection with the said Board of Managers fill 
the vacancy or vacancies under the general advice ami 
counsel of the  Committee of Priests, named in the instru
m ent above described; and as soon as the said Colonel 
Henry Steel Olcott, his successors in office or legal 
representatives, shall have as above nominated or appoint
ed any other person or persons to become Trustee or 
Trustees in the ir  or any of their place or stead, then  the 
person or persons in whom the said trust  moneys, funds 
and securities shall then be vested, shall with all con
venient speed, transfer and assign the  same in such manner 
and so as tha t  tlio same may be legally and effectually vested 
in such new Trustee or Trustees jointly with the  continu
ing Trustees, upon the  same trusts as aro herein before re 
declared concerning the same. And every such new 
Trustee so to be appointed as aforesaid, shall act or assist in 
the  execution of the  trusts of these presents as fully and 
effectually, and shall have such and the same powers to 
all intents and purposes whatsoever, as if lie had been 
originally appointed as Trustee and been party  to  these 
presents. T h a t  the  said Colonel H enry  Steel Olcott, as 
the principal creator of the said Fund , shall have full 
power, and it  shall be his duty to adopt such precautions 
as from time to time may seem necessary, to protect the 
money subscribed by the public from embezzlement or 
mal-administration, to preserve the good character of the 
Society, and to realize the object for which the fund is collected.

I n  w i t n e s s  whereof the said Colonel Henry Steel 
Olcott, Simon Perera Abayawardeno, Emanis de Silva 
Gunasekara, Don Charles Philip Weerckon, and Don Elias 
Amcresirri Jayasinha do set their hands to three of the 
same tenor as these presents, a t  Galle, this third day of 
September, in the year one thousand eight hundred and 
eighty-two.— Witnesses to the signatures of

(Signed) H. S. Olcott, (Seal)
,, Simon Perera, ( „ )
„ Emanis de Silva, ( „ )
„ D. C- P. Woerkeoon, ( „ )
„ D. E. A. Sirri, ( „ )

D. Dahanayake.'
D. C. L. Goonewardena.
1), Samarawikrama, N. P.

I, Dionissius Samarawikrama, of Galle, Notary Public, 
do hereby certify and a ttest tliat lie foregoing Instrumerit 
having been read over by Colonel H. S. Olcott, Simon 
Perera and I). C. P. Weerakoon, and having been read over 
and explained by me the  said Notary to the said Emanis do 
S i lv a  Goonasekera, and Don Elins Amarasiri Jayasinha, 
who are known to mo, in tho presence of Messrs D. D aha
nayake and D. C. L. Goonawardena, the subscribing 
witnesses thereto, both of whom arc known to me, tho 
same was signed by the aforesaid parties and also by tho 
said witnesses, in my presence and in the presence of ono 
another, all being present a t  the same time, on this 3rd 
day of September 1882, a t  Galupadda.

I  further certify and a ttes t  that the duplicate of this 
deed bears stamps of Rs. 10, the original being on a stamp 
of Re. 1. _

(Signed) D. Samarawikrama,
Notary Public.

Dated 3rd Septem ber 1882.

/ D .  S a m a r a A  
J w i c k r n m a ,  ]

\ Notary ru b - /
\ l i e  Gallo. /

J O I N ' ] '  A G R E E M E N T  C O N S T S T I T U T T N G  T T T E  B O A t t D  O F  

M A N A G E R S .

[No. 2,800.]
A r t i c l e s  o f  A o r e k m k n t  m a d e  a n d  e n t e r e d  i n t o  

h e t w h k n  Colonel H enry Steel Olcott, President of the 
Theosophical Socicty, party of the first part, and Gerald 
Carolus Amarasirewardhana Jayasekara of Galle, Don 
Ovinis Goonesekara of Dadalla, Charles Amardus de Silva 
of Ratgamma, Gregoris Edreweere, Sinnotchy Perera 
Aboyewardhana, both of Galle, Don Hendrick Madenaika 
of Baddcgama, Paul Edward Ponnamperuma, Samuel 
Sudrikka  Jayawickrama, Don Dines Subasingha, all of 
Galle, Don Adrian Ahvis W ickrem cratna of TCatu- 
kurunda, Ettiligoda Y'idanegamage Don Marshal do 
Silva of (falle, Don Bastiau de Silva Jaysekere, 
Police Officer of Madampe, Thomas de Silva Amara- 
suria of Unewatana, ICumerawadu Nikoris de Silva 
of Pitiwella, and Columbe Mohanderange Arnolis de Silva-, 
of Galle, members of the Paramawignanartha Bauddha 
Samagama, parties of the second part, all representing 
what is known as the  Buddhist Section of the Theoso- 
pliieal Socicty— for the administration of a certain fund 
named “ The Singhalese National Buddhistic F und” 
within the Southern Province of the Island of Ceylon. 
Whereas a Fund has been and is hereby created in the 
Southern Province of Ceylon, for the promotion of tho 
Buddhist religion and the diffusion of useful knowledge 
among the  Singhalese people:

T H E S E  P R E S E N T S  W IT N E S S , AS F O L L O W :
I.— The title of this F und  shall be “ The Sinhalese 

National Buddhistic F und .”
I I .— The Board of Managers shall be nominated annu

ally by a Committee of eminent priests of the Southern 
Province. Provided th a t  tho nominations be made within 
fourteen days after tho demand is made upon them by the 
aforesaid Society. The following is a list of such eminent 
Priests :— Aturoliya Kirtisreo Sumangala, High Priest of 
Matara, and H am banato tta  Bulatgama Dhamina Lankara 
Sirisumanetissa Malia Tcrunnanse, K atukurondaSiddlia tta  
Tcrunnansc, Tangalle Paramakavi Tilleka Sresumenctissa 
Terunnanse, High Priest, Ambagahapiteya Aria Alankara 
Wimelesaretissa Ganachargea Terunnanse, Dodandowa 
Piyaratnatissa Terunnanse, Gettemanna S iddhatta  Terun
nanse, Hickeduwa Sumangala, High Priest of Adam’s 
Peak aiid Galle Corlo, Angngodda Madankera Terunnanse, 
W elitera Sugata  Sasena Dhagga W inayacharyaDhammal- 
ankara Terunnanse, Potuwilla Indajoty Terunnanse, 
M atara W cmelesara Terunnanse, Ambegahawatta Inda-



sabawarrana Sami Terunnanse, Kallegana Seela Wansa 
Teruiiiianse.

I I I .—The aforesaid F und  shall be cieated out of moneys 
realized from subscriptions, donations, legacies, the profits 
011 sale of publications, and other sources.

IV.— No part of the principal thus realized shall be 
expended, but only the  annual increment as reported by the 
Board of Trustees, created hy a certain deed of trust bear
ing even date with These Presents, aiul executed by them 
the  said Trustees, and tlie said Henry Steel Olcott-.

V.— No more than the income for any one year shall 
be appropriated within th a t  year. Should any unexpen
ded surplus remain a t  the end of any year, the  same shall 
be credited on the next year’s account to tlie following 
objects, v i z :— Educational, Literary and Miscellaneous, 
in the proportions as hereinafter named.

VI.— Of each year’s income one-half share sliall be set 
aside for grants-in-aid of Schools ; one-fourth for publica
tions of various kinds ; one fourth for worthy objects of a 
miscellaneous character, promotive of the interest of 
Buddhism ; the surplus shall be divided in ratio.

VII.— The income available for appropriation in any 
year shall be understood to mean the  ne tt  income, after 
deducting the necessary expenses of its collection. The 
fund available for investment by the Trustees shall be the 
nett sum of collections for all sources, after deducting the 
actual costs of collection, such as stationery, printing, 
discounts, postage, travelling expenses, wages, and other 
usual and lawful charges.

V III .— No appropriation of money shall be made for 
any religious sectarian object as such, bu t  only in its 
character of a national object, and as bearing upon the 
interests of Buddhism ; nor shall any locality, whether 
within or without the Southern Province, be favoured, 
merely as such locality, with appropriations above any 
other locality in whatever province ; but its claims shall 
only be considered in their relation to Sinhalese national 
interests, and to the welfare of the  religion of Buddha. 
The F und  shall be regarded as a sacred trus t  accepted on 
behalf of the  Sinhalese nation and the ir  religion, and it is 
agreed between the parties aforesaid tha t  in its adminis
tration merely sectional, social and sectarian claims shall 
be made subordinate to the general guild.

IX .— The responsibilities of administration sliall be 
thus divided : (a) The parties of the second part, who are 
hereby constituted a “ Board of Managers,” shall have 
exclusive power to select the objects upon which the 
income is to be expended, and to vote the appropriations; 
(6) the party of the  first par t  being ex-officio President of 
the  whole Buddhist Section and thus representing the 
combined interests of both piiesthood and laity, should 
have the po'wer to approve or disapprove of proposed grants 
of money, and thus validate or invalidate the warrants 
drawn in payment of the same. In  case he should dis
approve of any appropriation, he shall re turn  the paper 
with his objections, in writing, to the  Board of Managers. 
Should the  Board ‘ insist upon the  grant, the papers 
shall be endorsed and sent back to the party of the first 
part. I f  be should still disapprove, he shall report the 
case to the Secretary of the  Galle Paramawignanartha 
B uddha Sam agam a; and th a t  Society shall appoint a 
Committee of Appeal, comprising thirteen members, neither 
of whom shall be a Manager or Trustee, and their decision 
shall be final. Should the proposed gran t be by them 
sustained, the party of the first j>art shall, upon penalty of 
disqualification, countersign the warrant upon the  Board 
of Trustees, drawn by the Board of Managers, l i e  shall 
also be the  arbitrator in all disputes or disagreements, 
either between members of the Board of Managers, or 
between the members oftlie  Board of Trustees, or between 
the members of the  said Paramawignanartha Bauddha 
Samagama, and his decision shall be final.

X.— The Board of Managers shall be thus constituted 
and conducted: (a) The present members shall hold office 
for the term  of one calendar year from the date of these 
presents, or for a further term or terms ii re-elccted; (b)

Should any vacancy occur, a new'member shall be selected 
to fill the same by the party who appointed the retiring 
m em ber;  and in ease he should have been appointed by 
a Priest or by the said Colonel I len ry  Steel Olcott, then 
the name ot the new appointee shall by the Secretary of 
the  Board be submitted to the Galle Paramawignanartha 
Bauddhij Samagama, for ratification by vote a t its next 
regular m e e t in g ; (c) Their successors in office shall be 
annually nominated in each case by the  original appoint
ing power, subject to confirmation by' the  said Galle Para- 
maw'ignanartbaBauddhaSainagama, a t a regular meeting : 
(d) Five members shall be a quorum for transaction of 
business a t  any m e e t in g ; but no m eeting shall be held 
unless a p r in ted  or written notice shall have been sent, by 
post or messenger, to every member oftlie  Board at least ten 
days previously ; (e) All questions before the Board shall 
be decided by a majority of votes. In  case of a tic the 
m atte r  shall be referred to the party of the first part  for 
decision without appeal ; ( / )  No member of the Board 
shall receive any compensation for his services as such 
member, nor have any pecuniary interest direct or remote 
in any grant of money. Should it be discovered tha t  this 
rule has been evaded or violated, the offender shall be at 
once expelled from the Board, and disgraced and ex
pelled from the  Theosophical Society. He shall be 
regarded as an out-cast whom no honorable man can 
associate with. Disqualification will be caused by (1) 
death, (2) incurable illness, (3) insanity', (4) permanent 
removal of residence from the Island, (">) by a just convic
tion on any felonious charge, (0) neglect of duty, including 
absence from three consecutive meetings of the Board 
without valid excuse, (7) maladministration, (8) apostacy 
from Buddhism to another religion ; (y) the Officers of 
the Board to be chosen by' the members from among their 
own number, shall be a Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer. 
The Chairman shall preside at oil meetings and generally 
look after the business of the Board. Should lie absent 
himself from a meeting, any other member may be 
elected temporary Chairman. The Secretary shall have 
charge of the correspondence, notices of meetings, and 
the official books and papers. The Treasurer shall keep 
an account of the state of the three several sub-funds 
above specified, viz:— the Educational, Literary and Mis
cellaneous, and always have ready for the  information of 
the Board au accurate exhibit of the approjmations to 
date, and the unexpended credit balances with the Trus
tees. He sliall also draw and disburse all petty  cash 
items of expense, such as postage, stationery, &c., inciden
tal to office work ; (/<) The Board shall make at
least once annually a report upon its transactions during 
the year, to the party o f t l ie  first part, who shall commu
nicate the same with the reports from other provinces to 
the public ; (i) No sum greater  than Rs. -30 (fifty Itupees) 
shall be voted a t  any meeting except upon the favorable 
report of the sub-committee of the Board, to whom the 
m atte r  had been referred by the Chairman at least one 
week previously; (/) Applications for grunts o f  any kind 
must be mado in writing and be favorably endorsed by 
tw'o Managers before they can even be considered: should 
the vote thereupon be favorable, the Secretary of the 
Board shall draw a warrant upon the Trustees for the 
amount voted, in favor of the applicant, sign it, and pro
cure the signatures of the Chairman nnd Treasurer of the 
Board. The warrant with accompanying papers shall then 
be referred to the party of t l ie  first part for examination; 
and upon his countersigning the warrant and returning 
it to the Secretary of the Board, the la tter shall number 
aud register it., and then forward it to the payee to obtain 
payment from the  Trustees.

XI.— Every' new member, before taking his seat, 
iu the Board, sliall sign a document similar to these pre
sents and bind himself to abide by and enforce the Bye- 
Laws and Rules adopted by the Board for the goovern- 
m ent of its proceedings and the  responsibility of its 
members,

(tiee puye 7 for continuation.)
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o f  A  S E R IE S  o f  L E C T U R E S  delivered by Colonel II. S. O l c o t t ,  in tbe Southern Province of Ceylon, in 
ilic S IN H A L E S E  N A T IO N A L  B U D D H IS T IC  EU N D , and of collections made, from 29th Ju ly  to 23rd 

1882 :— 87 days.

^  sO tn Subscriptions.
Place of Jji'cturo. Parties assisting.

o
* 2 r iedt;ed. Paid.

Dondra Head... ... . .. ...  ...
Do..............................................................

i
9

Galle Buddhist Theosophical Society ) 
>) )> i 119 80 94 H5

Mirisse . . .  . . .  . . .  . . .  ... 3 V ^ 1’ JJ 07 80* 07 80 i
Welligaine ... . . .  .. .  . . .  ... 4 S. P. D.Theodori.s de Silva, Notary 308 14S 30S 14
Paratnananda Vihara . . . .  .. .  ... 0 Bulalgania JIahaTcrunan.se ... 214 0 1 " 72 o i l
Kolamba Walaiowa ... . . .  .. .  . (i K. Seclawansc Terunanse ... 29 74i 16 744
Vijiyanando Viliare .. . ..  .. . ... ! Galle Buddhist Theos. Society ... 198 26^ 144 26 4
Miigalle. ... .. ... . . .  ... s Sinicin Perera Abeywardcne .. . 694 0 6 | 612 06 i
Kahnvella. .. .  .. .  . . .  .. . ... 9 G. C. A. Jayasekera . .  ... 73 09 72 59
Maliamoilera ...  ... . . .  .. . ... 10 Medankara 'J’crunaii.sc... ... 14 63J 14 631
Kalnhagaana . . .  . . .  . . .  .. . ... 11 1C. Seclawanse Terunan.se . . 43 60} 42 65
Cope Viliare ... .. .  . .  .. .  ... 12 }) • • 01 98 >r 41 23}
Wat.ar.aka Viliare ......................................... 13 M J» • • • 60 49 00 49 i
Haptigala ............................. ... 14 >1 * * 36 341 26 09i
Wcllipiliniodera . . .  . . .  ...  ... 15 63 32J 23 32i
Heenpendella.. . . . .  .. .  . . .  ... Hi Oyanwatte Ucwatta Tcrnaiise ... 220 25 148
Dadalla............... . . .  .. . ... ... IT Kuliipa Saranande ,, ... 144 03 73 03
Galwadugodde Viliare. ................  ... 18 liulatgaiua Malia ,, .. . 12 0 00 83 50
Akiiieniana .. . ... . . .  .. . ... 19 Dhamiiiajoti „ ... 84 29 1 1 29
China Garden.. . .. .  . . .  .. .  ... 20 K.. Seelawanse „ .. . 1 2 2 1 2 5- 03 1 2 }
Ukwalriac Viliare ........................................ 2 1 )) 5 > • • • 47 161 30 16i
Dangedera ... .. . . . .  ... ... 2 2 Galle Buddhist Tlico.s. Society ... 131 00 40 ...
Umiwalooue ... .......................................... 23 Thomas de Silva Arnarasoa ... 247 26 247 25
Ilabaradua ................  ............................. 24 Galle Buddhist Theos. Socicty . . . 90 33 92 78
Theosophical l [ a l l .......................................... 20 »» >> V V "• 69 12l 69 1 2 }
Ilatuwapiadigame .......................................... 2 (i Dccranande Tcrunansc...  ... 190 1 2 1 190 1 2 1
Kataluwc .. .  . . .  . . .  . . .  ... 27 Don Adrian de Silva, Weerasooria 2 1 2 88 207 88
Kananke ............................. ................ •28 Galle Buddhist Theos. Society .. . 9 r,7i 9 07}
Walawa,. .. .  . .. . .  . .. ... 29 Paragoda Gunaratano Tcriinanse 40 46 29 40
Batimiille. .. . .. . ... . . .  ... 30 . 3) . 11 >, 33 13 24 88
Dorekc... . . .  .. . ...  . .  ... 31 Galle Buddhist Theos. Society .. . 8 44 7 44
Pilane .. .  . . .  ...  . . .  . . .  ... 32 yy v »> •• • 0 40 0 40
Katchihawattc 'Viliare ............................. Jit I >> V 15 » ••• 24 03 15 03
Meeripenna .. .  .. ... ... 34 :> n jj n 104 37 104 37
M a la la g a m a ................  . .. , .  ... 30 M *> )) • • • 183 0 1 183 0 1
Ahaiigaine ... . . .  ... ... 3G ’1 ■ i »» • • 46 031 46 03}
Majuwane ...................................................... 37 Daduwana Saranankara Tcrunansc 41 00 41 00
Cancganic ... . . .  . . .  . .. ... 38 Upauanda Terunanse .. .  .. . 10 0 091 65 60
liaddcgame .. .  ... ...  . . .  ... 39 Suinangala „ .. .  .. . 47 O0 41 31
HVllatoUa ... ... ............................. 40 Attadassi ,, .. .  . .. 20 32i 20 2 0 }
A g a lia ......................................................  ... 41 Vipassi „ . . .  .. . 70 ,,, 40 1 2 }
Unanwitli.i ...................................................... 42 Medankara ,, ... ... 08 (iO 18 10
Nagoda .. .  .......................................... J3 iJou E. A. Jayosinghc Aratchy ... 20 2 1 1 2 0 2 1 1
Aluttiinayangodde ...  ... . . .  ... 44 K. Seelawansec Tcriinanse .. . 29 2 6 1 25 76}
Paranatanayangodde- .. .  . .. ... 40 31 3! 31 ... 35 1 0 1 30 1 0 }
Mcepawclla ... . . .  . . .  .. .  ... 46 35 ... 83 20 68 .. .
Vaduraniba .. .  . . .  . . .  ... ... 47 M ... 80 80 j 19 35}
Kccmbia ...  ... . . .  ... 48 Kondannc Terunanse.. . ... 30 6 61 20 6 6 }
Balagodde ...................................................... 49 Ilawata ,, .. . 70 691 66 76*
Tcllikade . .  ... . . .  . . .  ... no Saranankara ,, Dopandron 106 0 0 ' 106 50
Pitewella. ... ...  ... ... ... 0 1 Saridatissa „ Patu watte 48 18i 48 18 4
Uoosse ...  . . .  ,. 02 Kumara Wadti Nicoris Aratchi .. 171 17 171 17
Katgama ................ ............................. 03 Kinanis de Silva Goonesekere ... 3 0 2 61 302 61
Dodandua ... ... . . .  ... ... 04 Piaratana Tissa Terunanse ... 203 203 ...
Pattuwatta  .. .  ...  .. .  . . .  ... 00 !’ 33 33 10 0 10 0 • • •
Kittangodde ... . . .  .. .  .. .  ... 06 ii 33 33 & Veragodde 1 1 0 1 2 115 1 2
llikkadmva ... . . .  ... .. .  ... 07 33 13 31 79 52 79 f>2
Tottagannnva... .. .  .. .  . . .  ... 08 33 31 3i 128 93 123 93
Tel watte ... 09 Anibagahawatte ,, [33 63 133 63
V a a ra g o d d e ............... ... 60 D. Dahanayake and J .  A. Goonesekere 80 80 . . .
Kahawa .. .  ,. .. .  . 61 ISaddagame Suinangala Terunanse 70 20 70 20
Akurala .. .  .. .  ... 0 2 D. O. L). S. Gooneskeri.. . 97 94 97 94
Madampe ................  ................  '. 63 » >) •* . . . 20 0 • . • 200 • • •
Battapola . .  ...  . 64 Nanansnda Tcrunan.se,,. . . .  ... 113 # , 113 , ,
lira, i  rederica Cecelia Dia.s lllangakoon ... Matara ... . . .  .. . 000 » • » 500 • t*
Mrs. J. L. Phillips Panditiiratus ... ... 00 50 * * ♦
]'/. R. Gooneratne, Esq...................................... Galle 200 • . • 50
Iheosophical Society’s Collection Book .. Galle Buddhist Theosophical Socicty ... 23 45 23 45

Ganagoddellft Vihnre. .  ... ... ... 60 264 46
Ahungalle ................  ... ... 66 148 • • . 13 20
Bellapitimodera ... ... t ,, . .. 67 223 00 44 00
Randobe, ... 68 ISO • • •

jjo . . . .  .7. !!’. 09 340 . . . 200 ...

I -n£

1

81 6,807 09
Balance subscription due......................... ........ . . . 2,097 72

Ps.. . 8,904 81 8,904 81

7lh  October, 1SSJ. GREG. E D R E W E R E ,
Secretary, Galle B.T.S,



C o n s o l i d a t e d  M e m o h a n d c m  of Collections nnd Expenses of the  Southern Province National Buddhistic Fund, 
from 29th Ju ly  to 28rd October, 1882—87 days.

'l 'otal amount of Subscription Pledged ... 8,081 36
Subscription, from Society’s Collection

Book............... . . .  . . .  ... 23 45
Donations . . .  . . .  . . .  ... 800
Cash paid from Subscriptions, Donations!

aiul Collection Book. .. .  ... , ,  , . . . 6,807 09
A mount due from Subscriptions anil Do

nations ........ . . .  . . .  .. . 2,097 72

Rs... 8,904 81 8.904 811

Salaries—Clerk, Interpreter,Boy,and Peon. 167 57
Travelling Expenses, 1881 . . .  ... 88 31

Do. do. 1882 .. .  ... 203 27 J
Postage, and Discount...  .. .  .. . 10 34
Stationery and Printing, 1881, Rs. 95-07 ;

188-2, Its. 57-82 .. .  .. .  ... 152 89
Copying Deeds, Printing, and Stamps ... 39 25
Travelling Cart Expenses, half share ... 204 57 i
Provisions fort-lie party travelling, 1881-82... 73 30 i
H ire  of pair Bulls and Driver, 47 days ... 94 24 '
Sundry Expenses, 1881-J882 .. .  ... 26 48i

1,060 24
Cash Deposited in tin: C. M. Bank to credit1

of Trustees up to 25t.li October 18 8 2  .. . • • • 5,707 85
Cash iu hand ... . . .  . . .  ... ... ... 39 ...

Amount due from Subscriptions and 6,830 54
Donations .. .  . . .  . . .  ... ... ... 2,097 72

Us... . 8,904 81

Valle, 27th October, 1882.

G a i .l e  B u d d h i s t  T i i e o s o v h i c a l  S o c i e t y .
26th October 1S82.

W e do herby certify th a t  Colonel H. S. Olcott has 
rendered a full and satisfactory account, with vouchers, of 
all cash receipts and disbursements of the National 
Buddhistic  Fund to date.

C'. A. J a v a s e k a k a ,
President, B.T.S.

G iieo .  E d k k w e u e ,
Secy., Bd. of Managers,

Singhalese National Bud. Fund.

( C ontinued from 'pa<jc 5.)
XIT.-—Li case the  party of the first part  should die 

or be otherwise disqualified or incapable to act, his powers 
and functions under the agreement shall be transferred 
to  bis successors in the Presidency oftlie  Buddhist Section, 
or to such other as may be selected by the  Paren t Theoso
phical Socicty with the approval of the majority of the 
Branch Societies in Ceylon embraced in the  aforesaid 
Buddhist  Section, and it sliall be the duty ot the  saitl 
P aren t  Society to mail a notice of such selection within 
th ir ty  days after the death or ascertainment of the  dis
qualification of the party of the first p a r t : failing in which 
the  vacancy may be temporarily filled by unanimous vote 
of the  Branch Societies in Ceylon comprised ■within the 
Biuldliist Sec tion ; and in case the said Paren t Society 
shall not within one year have selected a person who is 
approved of by the said Branch Societies, then  the  person 
temporarily selected by the  la tter  shall hold the. appoint
m en t  during good behaviour, subject to the provisions of 
th is  agreement.

X II I .— T he party  of the first part, as the  principal 
creator of the Sinhalese National Buddhistic Fund, shall 
liave full power, and it  shall be his duty to adopt in con
cert with the Galle Paramawignanartha Bauddha Sania- 
gama, such precautions as from time to time may 
seem necessary to protect the  money subscribed by 
the  public from embezzlement or mal-admiiiistration, to 
preserve the good character of the Society. an<l to realize 
th e  objects for which the fund is being collected. The 
m anagem ent and direction o f t l ie  practical details for the  
collection oftlie  subscriptions shall as heretofore be left to 
bim. In  case paid assistance should be required, prefer
ence shall be given to members of the Galle Paramawigna- 
nartlia Bauddha Samagama, if such should be available. 
B u t  in case the said Socicty should not co-operate in the 
aforesaid precautionary measures, then the  party of the 
first part  shall have all the necessary powers to do or 
causc to be done what is hereinabove described iu this 
clause.

XIV.-—The terms of this Instrum ent may from time to 
time be modified by tho mutual consent of the party of

G R E G .  ED R E  W E  RE,
M e c r r t a r i/ ,  O a l l e l t .  7 \

the first part, and a majority ol the parties of the second 
part  or the ir  successors in Office.

XV.— Should Boards similar to this be hereafter organi
zed in other Provinces in the Island, this Board of the 
Southern Province shall even' act in brotherly harmony 
with them, as w'ell as with the Board already organized in 
the W estern Province, giving them whatever help their  
Province may require, and this Board can gran t ; anti 
reciprocally ask from them help as the exigencies of the 
Southern Province may demand.

In  W itness whereof the)', tlie said H enry Steel Olcott, 
Gerald Carolus Amercsiriwardliana Jayasekara, Don Ovinis 
Gunesekera, Charles Amardus de Silva, Gregoris Edrewere, 
Sinnotehy Perera  Abeyawardhana-, Hendrick Madcnaika, 
Paul Edward Pomimperuma, Samuel Sudrikku Jaya- 
wickrema, Don Denis Subesinha, Don Adrian Alwis 
Wickremeratna-, Ettelegodde, Vidaim Gamege Don Marshal 
tie Silva, Don Bastian de Silva Jayesekera, Thomas de 
Silva Amarasuria, Kumerawadu Nikoris de Silva, and 
Columbe Mohanderange Arnolis do Silva, have set their 
hands to three o f t l ie  same tenor as these presents, on this 
third  day of September, in the year one thousand eight 
hundred and eighty two.

Witness to all the other signatures except th a t  of 
1). II. Madenaika.

(Signed)

I). C. L. Goonawardenc 
D. Delianaika 
1). Sania ra w i k rcn ia , 

N.P.

H. S. Olcott (seal)
G. C. A. Jayasekera „
1). 0 .  D. Gunesekera „
Chas. A. de Silva ,,
Greg. Edrewere „
S. Perera „
P. E. de Silva „
Sam. S. Jayawiekrema „
D. Dinncs „
A. Alwis „
T. D. Silva „
D .M .d e  Silva „
15. D. Silva „
C. Nicoris ,,
( M. Arnolis „

Witnesses to the signature of
(Signed) 1). 11. Madanaika (seal) 

(-’has. D. S. Wijcyasekcre.
H . II. M. D. Siiva.
1). Samarawikrem, N. P.

I, Dionysius Samarawickreme, of Galle, Notary Public 
do hereby certify and a t tes t  tha t  the foregoing Instrument 
having been read over by Colonel H. S. Olcott, G. C. A. 
Jayasekara, 1). O. Gunesekera, C. A. de Silva, G. Ldere- 
weera, S. Perera Abey wartlena, S. S. Ja.ywickreme, 
Thomas de Silva Amarasuria, Columbe Mohendarange 
Arnolis de Silva-, and read over and explained by me the



said Notary to the  said Paul Edward Ponm am perum a, 
Don Denis Subesingha, Don Adrian Alwis W ickremeratne, 
E tiligoda Vidanegamage Don Marshal de Silva, and Don 
Bastian de Silva Jayesekere, who are known to me, in the 
presence of Messrs. D. C. L. Goonewardenc, and Dalia- 
naike, tbe subscribing witnesses thereto, both of whom 
are known to me, the same was signed by the aforesaid 
parties and also by the said witnesses, in my presence and 
in the presence of one another, all being present a t  the 
same time, on the third day of Septem ber 1882, a t 
Galapiadde.

I  further certify and a ttes t  th a t  this Ins trum ent having 
been read over and explained by me, the said Notary, to 
the said Hendrick  Madanaike, who is known to me, in the 
presence of Charles Dias Scnewickreme Wijeyasckerc 
and Holuwagoda Runage Marshal de Silva, both of Galle, 
the  subscribing witnesses, thereto, both of whom are 
known to me, the same was signed by the  said Hendrick 
Madanaike and also by the said witnesses, in my presence 
and in the  presence of one another, all being present a t 
the same time, on the  third day. of Septem ber 1882, a t 
Kaluwelle.

I  further certify and a t tes t  th a t  the  duplicate of this 
Deed bears stamps of Rupees two and cents fifty, which 
were supplied by the parties aforesaid.

(Signed) D. S amahawiokrAMA,
N otary  Public.

Dated, third September, 1882.

/ D  SamaraA
/ wickrnma, \
\Notnry Pub-/  

lie, Gallo. /

Iteim al Items-
Mr. Thom as Perera Abeyawardene, of our Galle Branch 

arrived a t  Bombay in the P. & 0 .  S team er Bokhara  on 
the 4th ultimo and is stopping a t  the Head-quarters. His 
purpose is to make a tour in India, visiting among other 
places the  sacrcd Buddhist shrines of B uddha Gya and 
Kapilavastu.

Babu Mohini M. Chatterji, Assistant Secretary of the 
Bengal Theosophical Society, has been visiting liis relative 
the  venerable Debendra N a th  Tagore, a t  Debra Dun, whom 
H indus of all castes hold in reverence for his exalted worth.

Mr. Tookaram Tatya, Councillor of the Bombay Theo
sophical Society, who first studied Mesmerism under 
our President-Founder and has since largely added to his 
knowledge by reading, lias for some months been healing 
the  sick every morning before going to his place of busi
ness. He has effected many curcs and finds his mesmeric 
powers increasing by practice. His benevolent example 
is commended to competent members of all our Branches 
for imitation.

Mr. John H. Judge, A cting  Recording Secretary of the 
New York (Parent) Society, has written for five new 
charters for American branches in process of organisation. 
H is  brother, Mr. William, Q, Judge, one of the Founders, 
who recently returned from Venezuela S. A., has gone to 
Mexico on silver mining business. H e will avail of the 
opportunity to make certain antiquarian researches 
interesting to occultists, in a part of the  country which is 
alluded to in “ Isis Unveiled.”

Babu Balai Chund Mullik, Assistant Secretary o f th e  
Bengal Theosophical Society, is convalescent from aii 
attack of hemorrhage from the lungs, induced by an ill- 
advised a t tem p t to practise certain austerities prescribed 
in Bhaktiyoga. Our worthy and much esteemed young 
brother, who is not of a very robust constitution, as it 
would seem, was advised against this a t tem pt by tbe 
Founders of the Socicty, whom he consulted while they 
were at Calcutta. His wish to acquire spiritual wisdom 
was however too ardent for restraint, and he made the

venture which has tu rned  out so badly. A n additional 
reason for regret th a t  it  should have been attempted, is 
found in the  fact th a t  some u ltra  orthodox Bengalis who 
are opposed to our Society, have cited this case as a warn
ing against jo ining us ; whereas from the first the Founders 
have always warned the public against the  dangerous 
practice of H atha-Y oga in all its forms, while the advocates 
of th a t  system have invariably been the orthodox th em 
selves ! O ther esteemed members who are likewise 
occupied with the same austerities, despite onr most earnest 
protests, arc running a similar risk. Hatha-Yoga if begun 
later than the ten th  year of life, is a t  best a perilous ex
periment ; even for such as are of sound bodv and mind.

We 1 lave a le tter  from Balai Babu expressing his 
regrets ; bu t the harm was done already.

Though not a Fellow of our Society, yet the  courteous 
a tt i tude  of Rajah Sir T. Madhava Row towards the 
Founders on the occasion of their ivcent visit to Baroda, 
and his kindly in terest in our work, compel us to express 
the pleasure with which we have read a highly compli
mentary article upon th a t  eminent Mahrntta statesman, 
which has appeared iu the London T im es  and is now 
going the  rounds of the Vernacular Press. In  his “ B. A. 
and B. L.” lecture a t  Madras, Colonel Olcott expressed the  
hope th a t  the university graduates of India  m ight form 
themselves into a Socicty for the moral and spiritual 
regeneration of the Hindus, under the leadership of this 
great man. Now th a t  he has probably re tired from 
political life and settled a t  Madras, is it impossible to see 
this hope realised ? I f  the Rajah would bu t co-operate 
in this direction with his no less honoured cousin, Dewan 
Bahadur R. Rngoonat.li Row, President of the Madras 
Thcosophical Socicty, what a blight era would dawn for 
India! In what other way could tlieir long lives of d istin
guished public service be so honourably crowned ?

Rawal Shri Huirysiiigji Roopsiugji, ofSihor, Kathiawar, 
Secretary of the Saoiaslitr Theosophical Society, writes 
Colonel O lcott:— “ You m ust remember tha t  when I  last 
visited H eadquarters you kindly showed me how to mag
netise water for curative purposes. Being successful I  lolfow- 
ed it up by reading several works on Mesmerism. I a in  now 
glad to inform you th a t  I have cured nearly 150 cases of 
sorts. I  want to know whether I  should continue to 
mesmerise and whether it is good for one’s health to do 
so.” H e  was answered th a t  a mesmerist’s health does not 
suffer from the  exercise of the  healing power if he is 
strictly temperate, leads a moral life, eats moderately of 
digestible food, bathes often, and takes enough exercise to 
keep his blood circulating freely. W hen we bu t  th ink  of 
the incalculable sum of suffering' among invalids in this 
country, and of the case with which a healthy and strong- 
willed man may cure them mesmcrically, it  seems a shame 
th a t  so few Thcosophists arc devoting themselves to this 
beneficent humanitarian work. >

Lieut. S tu a r t  B. Beatson, F.T.S., X ltl i  Bengal Lancersf 
has returned from Egypt, whither he went as au attache o 
the  Commanding, General’s Staff and rejoined his regi 
mental station a t  Umballa.

Mr. T. H erbert  W right, F.T.S., of the P. W. D., went 
home on furlough, on the 21st ultimo., by the new French 
line to Marseilles. The cabin accomodations of these 
ships are unequalled as regards the comfort of passengers, 
we are told.

O U R  N E W  B R A N CH ES.
A Branch of the Thcosophical Society was formed on 

5th November a t  Darjiling under the name of the 
K anchanjunga Theosophical Society with the following 
office-bearers :—

Babu D inanath  Majumdar, President.
„ C hatradhar Ghosh, Secretary & Treasurer.

A Branch— the N uddea Theosophical Society— was 
formed a t  Kishnanagar, Nuddea, on the 3rd November 
with the following office-bearers :—

Babu Braja N a th  Mukerji, President.
„ Tarshada Banerji, Secretary <l' Treasurer.



T be Bhagulpore Tbeosophical Society was formed by 
M.R.Ry. Ramaswamier 011 the  7 tb  November with the 
•following office-bearers :—

Babu Parvaticharan Mukerji, P residen t.
„ Tarapada Gliosal, Secretary.

The Jamalpore Theosophical Society was formed by 
t h e  same Brother on the 14th Novem ber with the follow
ing office-bearers :—

Babu Ramchaiuli'a Ghatteiji, President.
„ Deno Nath Roy, Secretary.
„ Rajcoomar Roy, /lss/*. Secretary.

Tho Arrali Theosophical Society was fonned by the 
same Brother on the  17th November with the  following 
office-bearers :—

Babu Oliunder Narain Singh, President.
„ Dwarka N a th  Battacharya,

Secy. $  Treasurer.

The Gya Theosophical Society was formed by the same 
Brother on the  21st November with the following office
bearers :—

Babu Rajkisson, Narayan, President.
„ M athuranatu  Dhar,

Secretary Treasurer.

T H E  PO ST N U B IL A  L U X  T H E O S O P H IC A L  
SO CIETY .

f T H E  H A G U E ,  H O L L A N D ) .

To Col. H. S. O l c o t t ,

President, Thcosophical Society.
Dear Sir and Brother,

A t  a meeting of our Society held last night, the  follow
ing officers were elected for the ensuing year :

P res id en t: Edward Brooke Bonn ; Vice President : 
David Adolphe Constans Artz ; Librarian ,: Helene
Willielmina Offilie Artz ; Secretary a n d  Treasurer : A n
thony Lodewyte George Offermans ; Secretary fo r  Foreign 
Correspondence : Adelberth de Bourbon.

U nder Rule V III .  of the Paren t Society’s Revised Bye- 
Laws for 1882, we have to ask your sanction for the 
confirmation of our election of the President.

We have also to request your confirmation of our 
Resolution to elect sister Helena van Stolk as an H ono
rary Member of this Branch, iu honour of our much 
lamented Brother, Thomas Van Stolk, our late President.

After receiving your sanction to the 2)resent report, we 
hope to send you a detailed report of our work here.

We remain, most fraternally yours,
D. S. C. A r t y ,  

Vice-President.
A .  D E  B O U R R O N ,  

Secretary, for Foreign Correspondence.
The Resolutions of the P. N. L contained in the above 

■report are sanctioned by the President Founder in Council.
Head-quarters, Bombay, November 17, 1882,

D a . M O  D A K  K .  M a y a  I . A N K A ! ! ,

Joint-Recording Secretary,

T H E  N U D D E A  TH E O S O P H IC A L  SO CIETY .
( S E C R E T A R Y ' S  R E P O R T . )

A  Branch of the  Theosophical Society to be known as 
“ The N uddea  Theosophical Society” was formed at 
K ishnaglm r on the  3rd instant, in the  presence of and 
with the assistance of Mme. H . P. Blavatsky. Eighteen 
fellows were th a t  evening admitted into the Society, and 
organized the new Branch. The following officers were then 
elected for the ensuing year :

P resid en t:  B a b u  Braj N a th  M ukerj i ;  Vice-Presidents: 
Babu Girindra N a th  Chatterjee, and Babu Sreckanta  
M ukerji :  Secretary and 'Treasurer: Babu Tarapada
Banerji.

A t  the next meeting, however, Babu Braj N ath  Mukerji 
expressed his inability to hold the office of the President, 
as lie was not a perm anent resident of Kislmaghur. 
Babu Cally C h a m  Lahity  was consequently elected un
animously, in liis stead.

The fellows of this Branch earnestly hope th a t  the  
Parent Society will be pleased to give us the necessary in
structions and help us in the a tta inm ent of the noble 
objects with wliich all Branches have been formed.

A copy of the  Bye-Laws, as soon as framed and adopted, 
will b j  sent for the confirmation of the President-Founder 
in Council.

T a r a p a d a  B a n e r j i

Secretary.
Ki.shnaghur November 0, 1882.
The proceedings of th e  above Report have been sanc

tioned by the President-Founder in Council.
D a m o d a r  K .  M a v a l a n k a r , 

Jo in t Recording Secietary 
Theosophical Society.

Headquarters, Bombay November 17th I8S2.

An account of numerous cures, by mesmerism, of para
lysis and hemiphlegia (half-paralysis) made by the 
President-Founder iu Coylon, and of the excitement caused 
thereby has appeared iu the Ind ian  Mirror but too late 
for us to copy in the present number.

N ex t m onth  we hope to give an account, from a 
Sinhalese correspondent, of the joyous reception given in 
Ceylon to a portion of the Sopara relics of Lord Buddha, 
kindly given to H. Sumangala, Thero, by the Government 
of Bombay.

A  W A R N ' I N G  T O  B R O T H E R  T H E O S O P H I S T S .

I  was initiated as a member of the Bengal Theosophical 
Society iu April last. Since then I  have been coining 
more and more to appreciate the majesty of the Occult 
Sciences of the Ancient Sages, by reading your valuable 
journal and various books. After the  departure ot the 
Founders from Calcutta, I was persuaded by some of the 
disciples of a person who professes to be master in 
Bhaktiyoga, to be taugh t its mysteries. I was initiated 
as liis disciple after a few days, though I  objected to 
become one so soon, because I thought myself ill-qualified 
for it. But as I  was under his spell as it  were for the  
time being, I  could not much gainsay him. In  this way 
lie worked upon my sincerity and good faith and I  com
menced to practice Bhaktiyoga and pranayam. I  con
tinued this process for about three weeks, when 1 began 
to lose faith in him, for liis being unable to answer some 
of my questions aud for some other reasons. During the 
la tter  portion, of my training under him, I  felt some 
pains in the  lungs aud heart, and the action o f th e  la tter  
oroan was much accelerated. I  therefore left ofl practi
cing the austerities. B u t the  evil had been done already. 
A fter about six weel's, I  had hemorrhage fro m  the lungs 
which considerably frightened me, a n d  confined vie to bed fo r  
twenty d,ays. I  make the above statement because a rumour 
has got abroad th a t  my hemorrhage lias something to do 
with my connection with the Theosoophical Society. 
Though I dislike notoriety I  must, in justice, publicly 
confess, once for all, tha t  neither the  Theosophical Society 
nor its Founders ever advised me to practice Bhaktiyoga ; 
on the contray I  remember th a t  Colonel Olcott, positively, 
aud, if I mistake not, Mine. Blavatsky also, warned me 
against i t ; the former pointing out to me a mutual 
Bengali friend who was killing himself by the same 
system. Moreover, a num ber of the  members of our 
Society were also warned not to a ttem pt Hathayoga as 
i t  was unsafe tor adults to begin it.

I t  must also be said tha t  my temporary Guru had no 
connection whatever with our Iheosophical movement.

B a l a i  C j i a n d  M u l l i c k .
21st November, 1882.
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