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E R R A T A .

I l l  o n r  l a s t  N u m b e r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  m i s t a k e s  r e q u i r e  

c o r r e c t i o n  :— -

P a g e  i )8 ,  C o l .  2 ,  N o t e  I I I . ,  l i n e  4 0 .  F o r  “ S c l i a m - C h a -

L o ”  r e a d  " S c l i a m - b l i a - l a . ” 

„ 10 5 ,  • „ 2 ,  F o o t  N o t e ,  l i n e  8 .  F o r  ‘- e s o t e r i c ”

r e a d  “ e s o t e r i c i s m . ”

„ !()!>, ,, 2 ,  l i n e  3 3 .  F o r  “ e v i ” r e a d  “ e v i l . ”

—vnt— c r p c v u i u L i o u - s p m n i n g  a r e  a s  t o l i o w s  :—
“ Tho much respected author of the best standard text-book 

On Chemistry in the English language, the late Professor W. 
Allen Miller, in the course of a lecture at the Royal Institu tion 
set forth certain facts, but expressed a n  objection to make 
known a speculative hypothesis which apparently explained 
the causes of the facts. He said that tem pting but inadequate
ly proved hypotheses when once implanted iu the mind, were 
most difficult to eradicate ; they sometimes stood in the way of 
the discovery of truth, they often promoted experim ents in a 
wrong direction, and were better out of the heads than iu the 
beads of young students of scienco.

“ The man who prosecutes original research m ust have somo 
speculation in his head as he tries each new experiment. Such 
experiments ore questions put to N ature, and her replies com
monly dash to the ground one such speculation after imother, 
but gradually guide the investigator into the true path, and 
reveal the previously unknown law, which can thenceforth be 
6afely used in tho service of mankind for all time.

“  V e r y  different is the method of procedure among some class
es of psychologists. , W ith them a tem pting , and plausible 
hypothesis enters the mind, but instead of considering it to be 
mischievous to propagate ■ it as possessing authority before it is 
verified, it is thought clever to do11 so ; tho necessity for facts 
and proof is ignored, nnd it'm ay be tha t a church or school of 
thought is set up, which people' are requested to jo in  iu order 
tha t they may fight ' for fho, new dogma. Thus unproved 
epeculatioii3 are forced upon the world with trum pet tongues 
by one class of people, instead of being tested, and, in most

ca s e s ,  n i p p e d  in  t h o  b u d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h o  m e t h o d  o f  t h e  m a n  
o f  s c i e n c e .*

“  T h e  r e l i g i o u s  p e r i o d i c a l s  o f  t h e  d a y  a b o u n d  w i t h  a r t i c l e s  
c o n s i s t i n g  o f  n o t h i n g  b u t  s p e c u l a t i o n s  a d v a n c e d  b y  t h e  a u t h o r s  
a s  t r u t h s  a n d  a s  t h i n g s  t o  b e  u p h e l d  a n d  f o u g h t  o v e r .  I i a r e l y  
i s  t h e  m o d e s t  s t a t e m e n t  m a d e ,  ‘ T h i s  m a y  e x p l a i n  s o m e  p o i n t s  
w h i c h  a r e  p e r p l e x i n g  u s ,  b u t  u n t i l  t h e  v e r i t y  o f  t h e  h y p o t h e s i s  
h a s  b e e n  f i r m l y  d e m o n s t r a t e d  b y  f a c t s ,  y o u  m u s t  b e  c a r e f u l  
n o t  to  l e t  i t  r e s t  i n  y o u r  m i n d  a s  t r u t h .  ’ B y  ‘ f a c t s  ’ w e  d o  
n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  m e a n  p h y s i c a l  f a c t s ,  fo r  t h e r e  a r e  d e m o n s t r a b l e  
t r u t h s  o u t s i d e  t h e  r e a l m  o f  p h y s i c s .

“ T h e  f o r e g o i n g  id e a s  h a v e  o f t e n  o c c u r r e d  to  us  w h i l e  r e a d i n g  
t h e  p a g e s  o f  t h e  T i i e o s o p i i i s t ,  a n d  h a v e  b e e n  r e v i v e d  b y  a n  
i n t e r e s t i u g  e d i t o r i a l  a r t i c l e  in  t h e  l a s t  n u m b e r o f  t h a t  j o u r n a l ,  
in  w h i c h  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  b o d y  a u d  s p i r i t  o f  m a n ,  i s  d e f i n i t e l y  

ip ed  o u t  iu  s e v e n  c l a u s e s . t  T h e r e  i s  n o t  o n e  w o r d  o f  
n i p t  a t  p r o o f ,  a n d  t h e  a s s e r t i o n s  c a n  o n l y  c a r r y  w e i g h t  
l t h o s e  w h o  d e r i v e  t h e i r  o p i n i o n s  f r o m  t h e  a u t h o r i t a t i v e  
Rations o f  o t l i o r s ,  i n s t e a d  o f  u p o n  e v i d e n c e  w h i c h  t h e y  h a v o  
j h e d  a n d  e x a m i n e d  fo r  t h e m s e l v e s ; a u d  t h o  r e m a r k a b l e  
it i s  t h a t  t h e  w r i t e r  s h o w s  n o  s i g n s  o f  c o n s c i o u s u c s s  t h a t  
e v i d e n c e  i s  n e c c s s a r y .  I l a d  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  m e t h o d  b e e n  
>ted, c e r t a i n  f a c t s  o r  t r u t h s  w o u l d  h a v o  b e o n  m a d e  t o  p r e -  
: e a c h  o f  t h o  s e v e n  c l a u s e s ,  c o u p l e d  w i t h  t h e  c l a i m  t h a t  t h o s o  
hs  d e m o n s t r a t e d  t h e  a s s e r t i o n s  i n  t h e  c l a u s e s ,  a n d  n e g a t i v e d  
l y p o t h e s e s  a t  v a r i a n c e  t h e r e w i t h .
E n d l e s s  s p e c u l a t i o n - s p i n n n i n g  i s  a  k i n d  o f  m e n t a l  d i s s i p a t i o n ,  
:h d o e s  l i t t l e  g o o d  t o  t h e  w o r l d  o r  t o  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  w h o  
l g o  t h e r e i n ,  a n d  h a s  s o m e t i m e s  h a d  in  E u r o p e  a  g l M i t  
e n c y  t o  i m p a r t  t o  t h e  l a t t e r  s i g n s  o f  P h a r i s a i c a l  s e l f -  
c i o u s n e s s  o f  t h e i r  b e i n g  a d v a n c e d  r e l i g i o n i s t s  a n d  p h i l o s o -  
s , l i v i n g  in  a  d i v i n e r  a ir  t h a n  t h o s e  w h o  w o r k  to  b a s e  t h e i r  
io n s  o n  w e l l - v e r i f i e d  t r u t h s .  I f  t h o  s p e c u l a t o r s  r e c o g n i s e d
■ r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  a u d  i m i t a t e d  t h e  e x a m p l e  s e t  t h e m  b y  t h e  

g r e a t  a n d  g o o d  P r o f e s s o r  A l l e n  M i l l e r ,  n i n e - t e n t h s  o f  t h e i r  
t i m e  w o u l d  b e  s e t  a t  l i b e r t y  f o r  d o i n g  g o o d  w o r k  in  t h e  w o r l d ,  
t h e  w a s t i n g  o f  o c e a n s  o f  p r i n t i n g  in k  w o u l d  b e  a v o i d e d ,  a n d  
m e n t a l  e n e r g y  w h i c h  m i g h t  b e  d e v o t e d  t o  h i g h  u s e s  w o u l d  n o  
l o n g e r  r u n  t o  w a s t e .  T h e  m i n d s  o f  h a b i t u a l  d r e a m e r s  a n d  
s p e c u l a t o r s  m a y  b e  c o m p a r e d  to  w i n d m i l l s  i n c e s s a n t l y  a t  w o r k  
g r i n d i n g  n o t h i n g . ^

“  J u s t  a t  p r e s e n t  t h e r e  i s  f a r  t o o  m u c h  m e n t a l  s p e c u l a t i o n  
a f loa t ,  a n d  far  t o o  f e w  p e o p l e  p u t t i n g  g o o d  id e a s  i n t o  p r a c t i c a l  
fo r m .  H e r e  in  L o u d o n ,  w i t h i n  t h o  p a s t  y e a r ,  g r i e v o u s  i n i q u i t i e s  
w h i c h  m i g h t  h a v e  b e e n  p r e v e n t e d ,  a n d  g r i e v o u s  w r o n g s  w h i c h  
m i g h t  h a v e  b e e n  r e d r e s s e d ,  h a v e  a b o u n d e d ,  a n d  t o o  f e w  p e o p l o  
h a v e  b e e n  a t  w o r k  a m e l i o r a t i n g  t h e  s o r r o w s  a n d  t h o  s i n s  i m m e 
d i a t e l y  a r o u n d  t h e m . ”

N o w  w e  d o  n o t  w a n t  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e s e  q u e s t i o n s  w i t h  
t h e  Spiritualist  i n  t h e  w a y  t h a t  r i v a l  r e l i g i o u s  s e c t s  
m i g h t  d e b a t e  t h e i r  d i f f e r e n c e s .  T h e r e  c a n  b e  n o  s e c t a 
r i a n i s m  i n  t r u t h - s e e k i n g ,  a n d  w h e n  w e  r e g a r d  t h e  S p i r i t 
u a l i s t s  a s  s e r i o u s l y  m i s t a k e n  i n  m a n y  o f  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t 
a n t  o f  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n s  t o  w h i c h  t h e y  h a v e  c o m e ,  t h e y  
m u s t  c e r t a i n l y ' " b e  r e c o g n i s e d  a s  t r u t l i - s e e k e r s , — l i k e  o u r 
s e l v e s .  A s  a  b o d y ,  i n d e e d ,  t h e y  a i t  e n t i t l e d  t o  a l l  p o s s i b l e  
h o n o u r  f o r  h a v i n g  b o l d l y  p u r s u e d  t h e i r  e x p e r i e n c e s  t o

* Wo do not want to bo cruol: bu t whore can 0110 find “ unprored  specula
tio n s"  more unproved, or t l ia t  would be “  nipped iu the  bud ’’ b r  “  tho 
man of science ” with ft moro ready hand th an  those th a t »re weekly express
ed iu tho Spiritualist t — E d .  ,

+ The T h e o s o i ' h i s t ,  Bombay, October, 1881, pp. 18-19.
I  Verily so. For o re r th ir ty  years liaro tho  dreamer* and speculators 

upon the ratwnute of “ Spiritual” phenom ena sot their wiud-mills to work 
n i^h t and day aud yet h itherto  m ortals and holpinLr Spirits havetrround out 
for the world but .......husks.— Eu, '



A  M O N T H L Y  J O U R N A L  D E V O T E D  TO O R I E N T A L  P H I L O S O P H Y ,  A R T ,  L I T E R A T U R E  A N D  O C C U L T I S M :  E M B R A C IN G

MESMERISM, SPIRITUALISM, AND OTHER SECRET SCIENCES.

B O M B A Y ,  F E B R U A R Y  1 8 8 2 .  N o .  2 9 .V o l . S. N o . 5,

qiffcT, qfir t r o r : i
T H E R E  I S  N O  R E L I G I O N  H I G H E R  T H A N  T R U T H .  

[Faviil,/ motto of ihe Maharajahs of Benares. ]

The Editors disclaim responsibility for opinions expressed by con
tributors in their articles, with some of which they agree, with others 
not. Orcat latitude is allowed to correspondents, and they alone are 
accountable for what they write. The journal is offered as a vehicle 
for the wide dissemination of facts and opinions connected with the 
Asiatic religions, philosophies and sciences. All who have anything 
worth telling are made ivelcome, and not interfered with. Rejected 
AISS. are not returned.

NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS.
ti&Tke Correspondents of the T i j e o s o i >h i s t  are particularly requested 
to send their manuscripts veyy legibly written, and with some space 
left bet ween the lines, in order to facilitate the work of the printer, and 
to prevent typographical mistakes which are as vexatious to us as 
they must be to the correspondents themselves. All communications 
should be written on one side of the paper only. '

S P I R I T U A L I S M  A N D  O C C U L T  T R U T H .

T h o  Spir i tua l i s t  o f  N o v e m b e r  t l i e  1 8 t l i  t a k e s  n o t i c e  o f  
t h e  a r t i c l e  p u b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  T h i o s o p i i i s t  f o r  O c t o b e r  
u n d e r  t h e  h e a d i n g  “  F r a g m e n t s  o f  O c c u l t  T r u t h , ” b u t  
i t  d o e s  n o t  q u i t e  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  o b j e c t s  w i t h  ■ w h ic h  t h a t  
a r t i c l e  w a s  p u t  f o r w a r d ,  a n d  s t i l l  l e s s ,  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  

i t s  c o n t e n t s .  T o  m a k e  f u r t h e r  e x p l a n a t i o n s  i n t e l l i g i b l e  t o  
o u r  o w n  r e a d e r s ,  h o w e v e r ,  w e  m u s t  f i r s t  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  
Spiri tualist’s p r e s e n t  r e m a r k s  w h i c h  u n d e r  t h e  h e a d i n g  
o f  “ S p e c u l a t i o n - s p i n n i n g ” a r e  a s  f o l l o w s  :—

“ I h e  much respected author o f  tlie best s ta n d a rd  text-book 
on C hem istry  in the English  language, th e  late Professor W. 

Allen Miller,  in the courso of a lecture a t  tho R oyal In s ti tu tio n  
set fo r th  certain facte, b u t  expressed an objection to mako 
know n a speculative hypothesis w hich ap p aren t ly  ex plained  

th e  causes of the facts. H e  said th a t  te m p tin g  bu t  inadequate

ly proved hypotheses when once im planted in the mind, were 
most difficult to eradicate  ; they  sometimes stood in th e  way of 
the discovery of truth, they often prom oted ex p erim en ts  in a 
w rong direction, aud wore better out o f  the heads th a n  in the 
heads o f  young students of sciencc.

“  I h e  man who prosecutes original research m u st  have some 
speculation in his head as he tr ies each new experim ent.  Such 

experiments are  questions p u t  to N ature ,  and her replies  com
monly dash to the ground one such speculation a l te r  another, 
b u t  gradually g uide  the investigator into th e  true path, aud 

reveal the previously  unknown law, w hich can thenceforth be 
safely used iu tho service of m ankind for all time.

“  V ery different is the method of  procedure am ong some class

es of  psychologists.  W ith  them a te m p tin g  and plausible 

hypothesis enters th e  mind, but instead o f  considering it  to be 

mischievous to propagato it  as possessing a u th o r ity  before it is 

verified, it  is thou g h t  clever to do : so ; th e  necessity for facts 

and proof is ignored, and i t 'm a y  be th a t  a  ch u rch  or school of 

th o u g h t is set up, which people are requested to jo in  iu order 

th a t  they  may fight for tho new dogma. T h u s  unproved 

speculations are forced upon th e  w orld  w ith  t ru m p e t  tongues 

b y  ono class o f  people, instead of  b e i n g  tested, aud, in  most

cases, nipped in th e  bud according to th e  method of the man
of science.*

“ T h e  religious periodicals o f  th e  day abound w ith  articles 

consisting o f  noth ing  but speculations advanced by the authors 
as tru th s  and as th ings to be upheld and fought over. R are ly  

is th e  modest s ta tem en t made, ‘ T h is  may explain some points 
w hich are perp lex in g  us, b u t  until the verity  o f t l ie  hypothesis  

has been firmly demonstrated by facts, you m ust be careful 
n o t  to let it res t  in y o u r  mind as tru th .  ’ B y  ‘ facts ’ we do 

not necessarily mean physical facts, for th ere  are demonstrable 
t ru th s  outside th e  realm  o f  physics.

“ T h e  foregoing ideas have often occurred to us while reading 
the pages of th e  T h e o s o p h i s t ,  and have been revived by au 
interesting editorial art ic le  in th e  last num ber o f  th a t  journal,  

in which th e  nature  o f  the body aud spirit  o f  man, is definitely 
mapped out iu seven clauses.t  T h e re  is not one word of 
a ttem p t at  proof, and th e  assertions can only carry  w e ig h t  

w ith  those w ho derive th e i r  opinions from th e  au thorita tive  
allegations o f  others,  instead o f  upon evidence which they have 

w eighed and ex am ined  for themselves ; aud th e  rem arkable  

point is th a t  th e  w rite r  shows 110 signs o f  consciousness th a t  

any evidence is neccssary. H a d  the scientific method been 
adopted, certa in  facts or t ru th s  would have been made to p re

cede each of the seven clauses, coupled w ith  th e  claim th a t  those 

t r u th s  dem onstrated the assertions in the clauses, and negatived 
all hypotheses at  variance therewith.

“  Endless  speculation-spinnning is a kind o f  mental dissipation, 
w hich does litt le  good to the world  or to the individuals who 

iudulge therein, and has sometimes had in E u ro p e  a  §li<»ht 
tendency to im p a r t  to th e  la t ter  signs of P harisaica l s e l f 

consciousness o f  th e i r  being advanced religionists and philoso
phers, living in a  diviner air  than those who work to base their  

opinions on well-verified tru th s .  I f  th e  speculators recognised 
their  responsibili ty and im itated the exam ple  set them by the 
g reat  and good Professor A llen  M iller,  n ine-tenths of tlieir 
t ime would be set a t  l iberty  for doing good w o rk  in the world, 

the wasting o f  oceans o f  printing ink would be avoided, and 
m ental energy which m ig h t  be devoted to high uses would no 

longer run to waste. Tlie minds o f  habitual dream ers aud 

speculators may be compared to windmills incessantly at  work 
grinding nothing.]:

‘ J u s t  a t  present there  is far  too m uch m ental speculation 
afloat, and far too few people p u tt in g  good ideas into practical 

form. H e re  ill London, w ithin  the past year, grievous iniquities 
which m ig h t  have been prevented, and grievous w rongs which 
m ig h t  h a v e  been redressed, havo abounded, an d  too few people 
have been a t  w ork  ameliorating the sorrows and tho sins im m e 
diately  around th em .”

N o w  w e  d o  n o t  w a n t  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e s e  q u e s t i o n s  w i t h  
t h e  Spiritualist  h i  t h e  w a y  t h a t  r i v a l  r e l i g i o u s  s e c t s  
m i g h t  d e b a t e  t h e i r  d i f f e r e n c e s .  T h e r e  c a n  b °  n o  s e c t a 
r i a n i s m  i n  t r u t l i - s e e k i n g ,  a n d  w h e n  w e  r e g a r d  t h e  S p i r i t 
u a l i s t s  a s  s e r i o u s l y  m i s t a k e n  i n  m a n y  o f  t h e  m o s t  im p o r t
a n t  o f  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n s  t o  w h i c h  t h e y  h a v e  c o m e ,  t h e y  
m u s t  c e r t a i n l y  b e  r e c o g n i s e d  a s  t r u t h - s e o k e r s , — l i k e  o u r
s e l v e s .  A s  a  b o d y ,  i n d e e d ,  t h e y  a r e  e n t i t l e d  t o  a l l  p o s s i b l e  
h o n o u r  f o r  h a v i n g  b o l d l y  p u r s u e d  t h e i r  e x p e r i e n c e s  t o

*  W o  d o  n o t  w a n t  t o  b o  c r u e l :  b u t  w h o r e  c a n  o n o  f i i u l  “ u n p r o r e d  s p e c u l a 
t i o n s ”  m o r e  u n p r o v e d ,  o r  t h a t  w o u l d  b e  “  n i p p e d  i n  t h e  b u d  ”  b r  “  t h o  
m a n  o f  s c i e n c e  ”  w i t h  n  m o r o  r e a d y  h a n d  t h a n  t h o s e  t h a t  » r c  w e e k l y  e x p r e s s 
e d  i n  t h o  Spit itualist }— E d . ‘

+ Tho Tinaosoi’HisT, Bombay, Oetobor, 1SSI, pp. 18-10.
J  V e r i l y  s o .  F o r  o r e r  t h i r t y  y o a r s  h a r e  t h e  d r e a m e r *  a n d  s p e c u l a t o r s  

upon tho  rationale of S p ir i tu a l” p h enom ena  cot t b e i r  wind-mil la  to  w o r k  
J i i g h t a n d  day  a n d j c t  h i the r to  iuo jU Is  and  bolping- Sp ir i ts  have  Ground out  
fo r  th e  world b u t  husks,— JSd,



u n p o p u l a r  c o n c l u s i o n s ,  c a r i n g  m o r e  f o r  w h a t  p r e s e n t e d  
i t s e l f  t o  t h e m  a s  t h e  t r u t h  t h a n  f o r  t h e  g o o d  o p i n i o n  o f  
s o c i c t y  » t  l a r g e .  T h e  w o r l d  l a u g h e d  a t  t h e m  f o r  t h i n k 
i n g  t h e i r  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  s o m e t h i n g  b e y o n d  f r a u d u l e n t  
t r i c k s  o f  i m p o s t o r s ,  f o r  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  a p p a r i t i o n s  o f  
t h e i r  c a b i n c t s  a s  v i s i t o r s  f r o m  a n o t h e r  w o r l d .  T h e y  k n e w  

q u i t e  w e l l  t h a t  t h e  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  i n  a  m u l t i t u d e  o f  
c a s e s  w e r e  110 m o r e  f r a u d s  t h a n  t h e y  w e r e  b a k e d  p o t a t o e s ,  
t h a t  p e o p l e  w h o  c a l l e d  t h e m  s u c h  w e r e  t a l k i n g  u t t e r  f o l l y ,  

a n d  i n  t h e  s a m e  w a y  t h a t  w h a t e v e r  t h e  m a t e r i a l i s e d  
“ s p i r i t s ”  w e r e ,  t h e y  w e r e  n o t  i n  a n y  t h i n g  l i k e  a l l  c a s e s  

e v e n  i f  t h e y  m i g h t  b e  i n  s o m e ,  t h e  p i l l o w s  a n d  n i g h t 
g o w n s  o f  a  m e d i u m ’s  a s s i s t a n t .  S o  t h e y  h e l d  o n  g a l l a n t l y  
a n d  r e a p e d  a  r e w a r d  w h i c h  m o r e  t h a n  c o m p e n s a t e d  t h e m  
f o r  t h e  s i l l y  s u c c e s s  o f  i g n o r a n t  o u t s i d e r s  i n  t h o  c o n -  
s c i o u s n e s s o f b e i u g i n  c o n t a c t  w i t h  s u p e r h u m a n  p h e n o m e n a ,  
a n d  i n  t h e  e x c i t e m e n t  o f  o r i g i n a l  e x p l o r a t i o n .  N o t h i n g  t h a t  
h a s  e v e r  b e e n  e x p e r i e n c e d  i n  c o n n e x i o n  w i t h  s u c h  e x c i t e 
m e n t  b y  e a r l y  n a v i g a t o r s  i n  u n k n o w n  s e a s ,  c a n  e v e n  h a v e  
b e e n  c o m p a r a b l e  t o  t h e  s o l e m n  i n t e r e s t  w h i c h  s p i r i t u a l  
e n q u i r e r s  ( o f  t h e  c u l t i v a t e d  k i n d )  m u s t  h a v e  f e l t  a t  f i r s t  a s  

oe- t h e y  p u s h e d  o f f ,  i u  t h o  f r a i l  etnwe'of m e d i u m s h i p ,  o u t  i n t o  
t h e  o c e a n  o f  t h o  u n k n o w n  w o r l d .  A n d  i f  t h e y  h a d  r e a l i s e d  
a l l  i t s  p e r i l s  o n e  m i g h t  a l m o s t  a p p l a u d  t h e  c o u r a g e  w i t h  
w h i c h  t h e y  s e t  s a i l ,  a s  w a r m l y  a s  t h e i r  i n d i f f e r e n c e  t o  
r i d i c u l e .  B u t  t h e  h e r e t i c s  o f  o n e  a g e  s o m e t i m e s  b e c o m e  
t h e  o r t h o d o x  o f  t h e  n e x t ,  a n d ,  s o  a p t  i s  h u m a n  n a t u r e  t o  
r e p e a t  i t s  m i s t a k e s , t h a t  t h e  h e i r s  o f  t h e  m a r t y r s  m a y  s o m e 
t i m e s  d e v e l o p  i n t o  t h e  p e r s e c u t o r s  o f  a  n e w  g e n e r a t i o n .  
T h i s  i s  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  i n  w h i c h  m o d e r n  S p i r i t u a l i s m  i s  

t e n d i n g ,  a n d  t h a t  t e n d e n c y ,  o f  a l l  i t s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  i s  t h e  
o n e  w e  a r o  c h i e f l y  c o n c e r n e d  t o  p r o t e s t  a g a i n s t .  T h o  
c o n c l u s i o n s  o f  S p i r i t u a l i s m ,  i n a c c u r a t e  a n d  p r e m a t u r e  a s  

t h e y  a r e ,  a r e  s e t t l i n g  i n t o  t h e  s h a p e  o f  o r t h o d o x  d o g m a —  
w h i l e  t h e  f a c t s  o f  t h e  g r e a t  i n q u i r y ,  n u m e r o u s  a s  t h e y  
a r c ,  a r o  s t i l l  c h a o t i c  a n d  c o n f u s e d ,  t h e i r  c o l l e c t o r s  i n s i s t  011 
w o r k i n g  t h e m  u p  i n t o  s p e c i f i c  d o c t r i n e s  a b o u t  t h e  f u t u r e  

s t a t e ,  a u d  t h e y  a r e  o f t e n  a s  i n t o l e r e n t  o f  a n y  d i s s e n t  
f r o m  t h e s e  d o c t r i n e s  a s  t h e  o l d - f a s h i o n e d  r e l i g i o n i s t s  w e r e  

o f  t h e m .

I u  f a c t ,  t l i e y  h a v e  d o n e  t h e  v e r y  t i l i n g  w h i c h  t h e  Spirit
ualist, w i t h  a n  i n a p t i t u d e  b o r n  o f  c o m p l e t e  m i s a p p r e h e n 
s i o n  o f  w h a t  O c c u l t  S c i e n c e  r e a l l y  i s ,  n o w  a c c u s e s  u s  o f  
h a v i n g  d o n e  : t h e y  h a v e  g i v e n  t h e m s e l v e s  w h o l l y  o v e r  t o  
“ s p e c u l a t i o n - s p i n n i n g . ” I t  i s  f a i r l y  l u d i c r o u s  t o  f i n d  t h i s  
i n d i c t m e n t  l a i d  a t  o u r  d o o r  o n  a c c o u n t  o f  o u r  F r a g m e n t s .  
T l i e  a r g u m e n t  o f  t h a t  p a p e r  w a s  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  S p i r i t 
u a l i s t s  s h o u l d  n o t  j u m p  t o  c o n c l u s i o n s ,  s h o u l d  n o t  w e a v e  
h a s t y  t h e o r i e s ,  o n  t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f  s e a n c e - r o o m  e x p e r i 
m e n t s .  S u c h  a n d  s u c h  a p p e a r a n c e s  m a y  p r e s e n t  t h e m 
s e l v e s  : b e w a r e  o f  m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e m .  Y o u  m a y  s e e  
a n  a p p a r i t i o n  s t a n d i n g  b e f o r e  y o u  w h i c h  y o u  k n o w  t o  b e  
p e r f e c t l y  g e n u i n e ,  t h a t  i s  t o  s a y ,  110 t r u m p e r y  i m p o s t u r e  
b y  a  f r a u d u l e n t  m e d i u m ,  a n d  i t  m a y  w e a r  t h e  o u t w a r d  
s e m b l a n c e  o f  a  d e p a r t e d  f r i e n d ,  b u t  d o  n o t o n  t h a t  a c c o u n t  
j u m p  t o  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  t h a t  i t  i s  t h i s  s p i r i t  o f  y o u r  d e 
p a r t e d  f r i e n d ,  d o  n o t  s p i n  s p e c u l a t i o n s  f r o m  t h e  f i l m y  

t h r e a d s  o f  a n y  s u c h  d e l u s i v e  f a b r i c .  L i s t e n  f i r s t  t o  t h e  

w i s d o m  o f  t h e  a n c i e n t  p h i l o s o p h i e s  i n  r e g a r d  t o  s u c h  a p 
p e a r a n c e s  a n d  p e r m i t  u s  t o  p o i n t  o u t  t h e  g r o u n d s  o n ' w h i c h  
w e  d e n y  w h a t  s e e m s  t o  b e  t h e  p l a i n  a n d  n a t u r a l  i n f e r e n c e  

f r o m  t h e  f a c t s .  A n d  t h e n  w e  p r o c e e d e d  t o  e x p l a i n  w h a t  

w e  h a v e  r e a s o n  t o  k n o w  i s  t h e  a c c e p t e d  t h e o r y  o f  p r o 
f o u n d  s t u d e n t s  o f  t h e  a n c i e n t  p h i l o s o p h y .  W e  w e r e  r e p e a t 
i n ' 1- d o c t r i n e s  a s  o l d a s t h e  p y r a m i d s ,  b u t  t h e  Spiritualist  n o t  

h a v i n g  h i t h e r t o  p a i d  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e m  s e e m s  r e a l l y  t o  
i m a g i n e  t h a t  w e  h a v e  t h r o w n  t h e m  o f f  o n  t h e  s p u r  o f  t h e  
m o m e n t  a s  a  h y p o t h e s i s ,  a s  F i g u e r  d o e s  w i t h  h i s  c o n 
j e c t u r e s  i n  t h e  "  j D a y ' a f t e r  D e a t h , ” o r  J u l e s  V e r n e  w i t h  h i s ,

■ i n  h i s  “ V o y a g e  r o u n d  t h e  M o o n . ” W e  c a n n o t ,  i t  i s  t r u e ,  
q u o t e  a n y  p r i n t e d  e d i t i o n  o f  t h e  a n c i e n t  p h i l o s o p h i e s  a n d  
r e f e r  t h e  r e a d e r  t o  c h a p t c r  a n d  v e r s e ,  f o r  a n  a r t i c l e  011 t h o  
s e v e n  p r i n c i p l e s ,  b u t  a s s u r e d l y  a l l  p r o f o u n d  s t u d e n t s  o f  
m y s t i c  l i t e r a t u r e  w i l l  r e c o g n i s e  t h e  e x p o s i t i o n  o n  w h i c h  
w e  v e n t u r e d  a s  s u p p o r t e d ,  n o w  i n  0110 w a y ,  n o w  i n  

{ m o t h e r ,  b y  t h e  c a u t i o u s l y  o b s c u r e  t e a c h i n g  o f  o c c u l t

w r i t e r s .  O f  c o u r s e ,  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  o c c u l t  s t u d y  a r c  s o  
p e c u l i a r  t h a t  n o t h i n g  i s  m o r e  d i f f i c u l t  t h a n  t o  g i v e  o n e ’s  
“ a u t h o r i t i e s ” f o r  a n y  s t a t e m e n t  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  i t ,  b u t  
n o n e  t h e  l e s s  i s  i t  r e a l l y  j u s t  a s  f a r  f r o m  b e i n g  “ u j )  i n  a  
b a l l o o n ” a s  a n y  s t u d y  c a n  b e .  I t  h a s  b e e n  e x p l a i n e d  r e 
p e a t e d l y  t h a t  t h e  c o n t i n u i t y  o f  o c c u l t  k n o w l e d g e  a m o n g s t  
i n i t i a t e d  a d e p t s  i s  t h e  a t t r i b u t e  a b o u t  i t  w h i c h  c o m m e n d s  
t h e i r  e x p l a n a t i o n s — a b s o l u t e l y  t o  t h e  a c c e p t a n c e  o f  t h o s e  

w h o  c o m e  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  w h a t  i n i t i a t i o n  m e a n s  a n d  w h a t  
k i n d  o f  p e o p l e  a d e p t s  a r e .  F r o m  S w e d e n b o r g  o n w a r d s  

t h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  m a n y  s e e r s  w h o  p r o f e s s  t o  g a t h e r  t h e i r  
k n o w l e d g e  o f  o t h e r  w o r l d s  f r o m  a c t u a l  o b s e r v a t i o n ,  b u t  
s u c h  p e r s o n s  a r e  i s o l a t e d ,  a n d  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  d e l u s i o n s  o f  
i s o l a t i o n .  A n y  i n t e l l i g e n t  m a n  w i l l  h a v e  a n  i n t u i t i v e  
p e r c e p t i o n  o f  t h i s ,  e x p r e s s i n g  i t s e l f  i n  a  r e l u c t a n c e  011 h i s  

p a r t  t o  s u r r e n d e r  h i m s e l f  e n t i r e l y  t o  t h e  a s s u r a n c e s  o f  a n y  
s u c h  c l a i r v o y a n t s .  B u t  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  r e g u l a r l y - i n i t i a t e d  
s e e r s  i t  m u s t  b e  r e m e m b e r e d  t h a t  w e  a r e  d e a l i n g  w i t h  a  
l o n g , — a n  e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y  l o n g , — s e r i e s  o f  p e r s o n s  w h o ,  

w a r n e d  o f  t h e  c o n f u s i n g  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  i n t o  w h i c h  t h e y  
p a s s  w h e n  t h e i r  s p i r i t u a l  p e r c e p t i o n s  a r e  t r a i n e d  t o  r a n g e  
b e y o n d  m a t e r i a l  l i m i t s ,  a r e  s o  e n a b l e d  t o  p e n e t r a t e  t o  t h e  
a c t u a l  r e a l i t i e s  o f  t h i n g s ,  a n d  w h o  c o n s t i t u t e  a  v a s t  o r g a n i s 
e d  b o d y  o f  s e e r s ,  w h o  c h e c k  e a c h  o t h e r ’s  c o n c l u s i o n s ,  t e s t  
e a c h  o t h e r ’s  d i s c o v e r i e s  a n d  f o r m u l a t e  t h e i r  v i s i o n s  i n t o  a  
s c i e n c e  o f  s p i r i t  a s  p r e c i s e  a n d  e n t i r e l y  t r u s t w o r t h y  a s ,  i n  
t h e i r  h u m b l e  w a y ,  a r e  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n s ,  a s  f a r  a s  t h e y  g o ,  
o f  a n y  b r a n c h  o f  p h y s i c a l  s c i e n c e .  S u c h  i n i t i a t e s  a r e  i n  

t h e  p o s i t i o n ,  a s  r e g a r d s  s p i r i t u a l  k n o w l e d g e  t h a t  t h e  r e g u 
l a r l y  t a u g h t  p r o f e s s o r  o f  a  g r e a t  u n i v e r s i t y  i s  i n ,  a s  r e g a r d s  
l i t e r a r y  k n o w l e d g e ,  a n d  a n y  o n e  c a n  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  
s u p e r i o r  c l a i m s  o f  i n s t r u c t i o n  w h i c h  m i g h t  b e  r e c e i v e d  
f r o m  h i m ,  a s  c o m p a r e d  w i t h  t h e  c r u d e  a n d  i m p e r f e c t  
i n s t r u c t i o n  w h i c h  m i g h t  b e  o f f e r e d  b y  t h e  m e r e l y  s e l f 
t a u g h t  m a n .  T h e  i n i t i a t e ’s  s p e c u l a t i o n s ,  i n  f a c t ,  a r e  n o t  
s p u n  a t  a l l  ; t h e y  a r c  l a i d  o u t  b e f o r e  h i m  b y  t h e  a c c u m u 
l a t e d  w i s d o m  o f  a g e s ,  a n d  h e  h a s  m e r e l y  f o l l o w e d ,  v e r i f i e d  
a n d  a s s i m i l a t e d  t h e m .

B u t  i t  m a y  b e  a r g u e d ,  i f  o u r  s t a t e m e n t  a b o u t  t h e  t e a c h '  
i n g s  o f  t h i s  a b s o l u t e l y  t r u s t w o r t h y  o c c u l t  s c i e n c e  c l a i m s  t o  

b o  s o m e t h i n g  m o r e  t h a n  a s s e r t i o n  a n d  h y p o t h e s i s  i t  i s  
a n  a s s e r t i o n  a n d ,  f o r  t h e  w o r l d  a t  l a r g e ,  a  h y p o t h e s i s ,  t h a t  
a n y  s u c h  c o n t i n u o u s l y - t a u g h t  b o d y  o f  i n i t i a t e s  i s  a n y 
w h e r e  i n  e x i s t e n c e .  N o w ,  i n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h i s  o b j e c t i o n ,  
t h e r e  a r e  t w o  o b s e r v a t i o n s  t o  b e  m a d e ,  f i r s t l y ,  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  
a  l a r g e  m a s s  o f  w r i t i n g s  t o  b e  c o n s u l t e d  o n  t h e  s u b j e c t ,  a n d  
j u s t  a s  S p i r i t u a l i s t s  s a y  t o  t h e  o u t e r  w o r l d  “  i f  y o u  r e a d  

t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  o f  S p i r i t u a l  i s m ,  y o u  w i l l  k n o w  h o w  p r e p o s t e r o u s  
i t  i s  t o  c o n t i n u e  d e n y i n g  o r  d o u b t i n g  t h e  r e a l i t y  o f  s p i r i t 
u a l  p h e n o m e n a , ” s o  w e  s a y  t o  S p i r i t u a l i s t s  i f  y o u  w i l l  o n l y  
r o a d  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  o f  O c c u l t i s m  i t  w i l l  b e  v e r y  s t r a n g e  i f  
y o u  s t i l l  d o u b t  t h a t  t h e  c o n t i n u i t y  o f  i n i t i a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  
p r e s e r v e d .  S e c o n d l y ,  w e  m a y  p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  y o u  m a y  p u t  
t l i o  q u e s t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  i n i t i a t e s  a l t o g e t h e r  
a s i d e ,  a n d  y e t  f i n d  i u  t h e  p h i l o s o p h y  o f  O c c u l t i s m  a s  e x 
p o u n d e d  b y  t h o s e  w h o  d o  l a b o u r  u u d e r  t h e  i m p r e s s i o n  

t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  t h e i r  t e a c h i n g  f r o m  c o m p e t e n t ,  i n 
s t r u c t o r s  s u c h  i n h e r e n t  c l a i m s ,  t o  i n t e l l e c t u a l  a d o p t i o n  t h a t  

i t  w i l l  b e  s t r a n g e  i f  y o u  d o  n o t  b e g i n  t o  r e s p e c t  i t  a s  a  

h y p o t h e s i s .  W e  d o  n o t  s a y  t h a t  t h e  “ f r a g m e n t s ” g i v e n  i n  
o u r  O c t o b e r  n u m b e r  c o n s t i t u t e  a  s u f f i c i e n t l y  c o m p l e t e  

s c h e m e  o f  t h i n g s  t o  c o m m a n d  c o n v i c t i o n ,  t h i s  w a y ,  o n  
t h e i r  o w n  i n t r i n s i c  m e r i t s ,  b u t  w e  d o  s a y  t h a t  o v e n  t a k e n  

b y  t h e m s e l v e s  t h e y  d o  n o t  o f f e n d  i n t u i t i v e  c r i t i c i s m  ih. 
t h e  w a y  t h a t  t h e  a l t e r n a t i v e  s p i r i t u a l  t h e o r y  d o c s .  B y  
d e g r e e s  a s  w e  a r e  e n a b l e d  t o  b r i n g  o u t  m o r e  o r e  f r o m  t h e  
m i n e  w h i c h  y i e l d e d  t h e  “ f r a g m e n t s , ” i t  w i l l  b e  f o u n d  t h a t  
e v e r y  f r e s h  i d e a  p r e s e n t e d  f o r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  f i t s  i n  w i t h  
w h a t  h a s  g o n e  b e f o r e ,  f o r t i f i e s  i t ,  a n d  i s  f o r t i f i e d  b y  t h i s  i n  
t u r n .  T h u s ,  i s  i t  n o t  w o r t h  n o t i c e  t h a t  e v e n  s o m e  n o t e s  w o  

p u b l i s h e d  i n  o u r  D e c e m b e r  n u m b e r  i n  a n s w e r  t o  i n q u i r i e s  
a b o u t  C r e a t i o n ,  k e e p  t h e  m i n d  t o  r e a l i s e  t h e  w a y  i n  w h i c h ,  
a n d  t h e  m a t e r i a l s  w i t h  w h i c h ,  t h e  E l e m e n t a r i e s  i n  t h o  
o n e  e a s e ,  i n  t h e  o t h e r  t h e  a u t o m a t i c a l l y - a c t i n g  Kama, 
Rupa  o f  t h e  m e d i u m ,  m a y  f a s h i o n  t h e  m a t e r i a l i s e d  a p p a 

r i t i o n  w h i c h  t h e  S p i r i t u a l i s t  t a k e s  f o r  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  h i s  de-i



p a r t e d  f r i e n d  ? I t  s o m e t i m e s  h a p p e n s  t l i a t  a  m a t e r i a l i s e d  
s p i r i t  w i l l  l e a v e  b e h i n d  a s  a  m e m e n t o  o f  h i s  v i s i t  s o m e  
l i t t l e  p i e c e  c u t  f r o m  h i s  s p i r i t u a l  (?) d r a p e r y .  D o e s  t h e  S p i 
r i t u a l i s t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  b i t  o f  m u s l i n  h a s  c o m e  f r o m  t h e  
r e g i o n  o f  p u r e  s p i r i t  f r o m  w h i c h  t h e  d i s e m b o d i e d  s o u l  d e 
s c e n d s  ? C e r t a i n l y  n o  p h i l o s o p h i c a l l y  m i n d e d  S p i r i t u a l 
i s t  w o u l d ,  b u t  i f  a s  r e g a r d s  t h e  d r a p e r y  s u c h  a  p e r s o n  

w o u l d  a d m i t  t h a t  t h i s  i s  f a s h i o n e d  f r o m  t h e  c o s m i c  m a t t e r  
o f  t h e  u n i v e r s e  b y  t h e  w i l l  o f  t h e  s p i r i t  w h i c h  m a k e s  t h i s  
m a n i f e s t ,  ( a c c e p t i n g  o u r  t h e o r y  s o  f a r )  d o e s  i t  n o t  r a t i o n 
a l l y  f o l l o w  t h a t  a l l  t h e  “ m a t e r i a l  ” o f  t h e  m a t e r i a l i s e d  

v i s i t o r  m u s t  p r o b a b l y  b e  a l s o  s o . f a s h i o n e d  ? A n d  i n  t h a t ,  
case,^ i f  t b e  w i l l  o f  a  s p i r i t  w i t h o u t  f o r m  c a n  p r o d u c e  t h e  

p a r t i c u l a r  f o r m  w h i c h  t h e  s i t t e r  r e c o g n i s e s  a s  h i s  d e a d  

f r i e n d ,  d o e s  h e  p o t  d o  t h i s  b y  c o p y i n g  t h e  f e a t u r e s  r e q u i r 
e d  f r o m  s o m e  r e c o r d s  t o  w h i c h  a s  a  s p i r i t  h e  h a s  a c c e s s ;  
a n d  i n  t h a t  c a s e  a g a i n  i s  i t  n o t  c l e a r  t h a t  s o m e  o t h e r  

“  s p i r i t  ” w o u l d  e q u a l l y  h a v e  t h a t  p o w e r  ? M e r e  r e f l e c 
t i o n ,  i n  f a c t ,  o n  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  c r e a t i o n  w i l l  l e a d  o n o  

s t r a i g h t  t o  a  c o m p r e h e n s i o n  o f  t h e  u t t e r  w o r t h l e s s n e s s  o f  

r e s e m b l a n c e  i n  a  m a t e r i a l i s e d  s p i r i t ,  a s  a  p r o o f  o f  i d e n 
t i t y .  _

A g a i n ,  t h e  f a c t s  o f  s p i r i t u a l  e x p e r i e n c e  i t s e l f  f o r t i f y  t h e  
e x p l a n a t i o n  w e  h a v o  g i v e n .  I s  i t  n o t  t h e  c a s e  t h a t  m o s t  

S p i r i t u a l i s t s  o f  l o n g  e x p e r i e n c e , — o m i t t i n g  t h e  f e w  c i r c u m 
s t a n c e d  i n  t h e  v e r y  p e c u l i a r  w a y  t h a t  M .  A .  ( O x o n )  

i s ,  w h o  a r e  n o t  i n  p u r s u i t  o f  d e a d  f r i e n d s  a t  a l l —  
a r e  a l w a y s  r e d u c e d  s o o n e r  o r  l a t e r  t o  a  s t a t e  o f  a b s o 
l u t e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  e x a s p e r a t i o n  b y  t h e  u n p r o g r e s s i v e  
c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e i r  r e s e a r c h e s .  H o w  i s  i t  t h a t  a l l  t h e s e  

t w e n t y  y e a r s  t h a t  S p i r i t u a l i s t s  h a v e  b e e n  c o n v e r s i n g  
w i t h  t h e i r  d e p a r t e d  f r i e n d s  t h e i r  k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e  c o n 
d i t i o n s  o f  l i f e  i n  t h e  n e x t  w o r l d  i s  e i t h e r  a s  h a z y  

s t i l l  a s  t h e  r a m b l i n g  i m a g i n a t i o n  o f  a  p u l p i t  o r a t o r ,  or ,  
i f  p r e c i s e  a t  a l l ,  g r o t e s q u e l y  m a t e r i a l i s t i c  i n  i t s  s o - c a l l e d  

s p i r i t u a l i t y ?  I f  t h e  s p i r i t s  w e r e  w h a t  t h e  S p i r i t u a l i s t s  
t h i n k  t h e m ,  i s  i t  n o t  o b v i o u s  t h a t  t h e y  m u s t  h a v e  m a d e  

t h e  w h o l e  s i t u a t i o n  m o r e  i n t e l l i g i b l e  t h a n  i t  i s — f o r  m o s t  
p e o p l e , — w h e r e a s ,  i f  t h e y  a r e ,  w h a t  w e  a f f i r m  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  

r e a l l y ,  i s  i t  n o t  o b v i o u s  t h a t  a l l  t h e y  c o u l d  d o  i s  e x a c t l y  
w h a t  t h e y  h a v e  d o n e  ?

B u t ,  t o  c o n c l u d e  f o r  t h e  p r e s e n t ,  s u r e l y  t h e r e  n e e d  b e  
n o  h o s t i l i t y ,  a s  s o m e  S p i r i t u a l  w r i t e r s  s e e m  t o  h a v e  i m a 
g i n e d  b e t w e e n  t h e  S p i r i t u a l i s t s  a n d  o u r s e l v e s ,  m e r e l y  b e 
c a u s e  w e  b r i n g  f o r  t h e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  a  n e w  s t o c k  o f  i d e a s , —  
n e w ,  i n d e e d ,  o n l y  a s  f a r  a s  t h e i r  a p p l i c a t i o n  t o  m o d e r n  

c o n t r o v e r s i e s  i s  c o n c e r n e d ,  o l d  e n o u g h  a s  m e a s u r e d  b y  t h e  
a g e s  t h a t  h a v e  p a s s e d  o v e r  t h e  e a r t h  s i n c e  t h e y  w e r e  
e v o l v e d .  A  g a r d e n e r  i s  n o t  h o s t i l e  t o  r o s e s ,  b e c a u s e  h e  

p r u n e s  h i s  b u s h e s  a n d  p r o c l a i m s  t h e  i m p r o p r i e t y  o f  l e t t i n g  
b a d  s h o o t s  s p r i n g  u p  f r o m  b e l o w  t h e  g r a f t .  W i t h  t h e  

S p i r i t u a l i s t s ,  s t u d e n t s  o f  O c c u l t i s m  m u s t  a l w a y s  h a v e  b o n d s  

o f  s y m p a t h y  w h i c h  a r e  u n t h o u g h t  o f  i n  t h e  b l a t a n t  w o r l d  

o f  e a r t h - b o u n d  m a t e r i a l i s m  a n d  s u p e r s t i t i o u s  c r e d u l i t y .  
L e t  t h e m  g i v e  u s  a  h e a r i n g  ; l e t  t h e m  r e c o g n i s e  u s  a s  

b r o t h e r - w o r s h i p p e r s  o f  T r u t h ,  e v e n  t h o u g h  f o u n d  i n  u n e x 
p e c t e d  p l a c e s .  T h e y  c a n n o t  p r o v e  s o  o b l i v i o u s  o f  t h e i r  
o w n  t r a d i t i o n s  a s  t o  r e f u s e  a u d i e n c e  t o  a n y  n e w  p l e a ,  
b e c a u s e  i t  m a y  d i s t u r b  t h e m  i n  a  f a i t h  t h e y  f i n d  c o m f o r t 
a b l e .  S u r e l y  i t  w a s  n o t  t o  b e  c o m f o r t a b l e  t h a t  t h e y  f i r s t  
r e f u s e d  t o  s w i m  w i t h  t h e  s t r e a m ,  i n  m a t t e r s  o f  r e l i g i o u s  
t h o u g h t ; a n d  d e s e r t e d  t h e  e a s y  c o m m u n i o n  o f  r e s p e c t a b l e  

o r t h o d o x y ,  h a p p i l y  t r u s t f u l  o f  t h e  f u t u r e  s t a t e  p r e s c r i b e d  

b y  t h e  A r c h b i s h o p  o f  C a n t e r b u r y ,  a n d  i n  t h e  s a f e  a r r i v a l  
t h e r e ,  i f  a n y  o n e  w h o  t a k e s  a  t i c k e t  f o r  t h e  r i g h t  p e w ,  
a s  i f  i t  w e r e  a  t h r o u g h  c a r r i a g e  f o r  P a r a d i s e  w i t h o u t  
b r e a k  o f  g a u g e .  W i l l  S p i r i t u a l i s m  o n l y  c o n q u e r  i n c r e d u 
l i t y  t o  f i n d  i t s e l f  a l r e a d y  d e g r a d e d  i n t o  a  n e w  c h u r c h ,  
s i n k i n g ,  s o  t o  s p e a k ,  i n t o  a r m - c h a i r s  i n  i t s  s e c o n d  c h i l d h o o d ,  
a n d  n o  l o n g e r  e n t i t l e d  t o  b e l i e f  o r  v i g o r o u s  e n o u g h  f o r  
f u r t h e r  p r o g r e s s  ? I t  i s  n o t  a  p r o m i s i n g  s i g n  a b o u t  a  r e l i 
g i o u s  p h i l o s o p h y  w h e n  i t  l o o k s  t o o  c o m f o r t a b l e ,  w h e n  i t  
p r o m i s e s  t o o  i n d u l g e n t  a n  a s y l u m  f o r  o u r  s p e c k l e d  s o u l s  
w i t h  hooris o f  t h e  M a h o m e d a n  E l y s i u m ,  o r  t h e  a l l  t o o  
h o m e l i k e  s o c i e t y  o f  t h e  S p i r i t u a l i s t ’s  “ S u m m e r - l a n d . ” 
W e  b r i n g  o u r  f r i e n d s  a n d  b r e t h r e n  i n  S p i r i t u a l i s m  n o  m e r e

f e a t h e r - h e a d e d  f a n c i e s ,  n o  l i g h t - s p u n  s p e c u l a t i o n ,  w h e n  
w e  o f f e r  t h e m  s o m e  t o i l - w o n  f r a g m e n t s  o f  t h e  m i g h t y  

m o u n t a i n  o f  O c c u l t  k n o w l e d g e ,  a t  t h e  b a s e  o f  w h o s e  h a r d 
l y  a c c e s s i b l e  h e i g h t s  w e  h a v e  l e a r n e d  t o  e s t i m a t e  t h e i r  
s i g n i f i c a n c e  a n d  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e i r  w o r t h .  I s  i t  a s k e d  
w h y  w e  d o  n o t  s p r e a d  o u t  t h e  w h o l e  s c r o l l  o f  t h i s  m u c h  
v a u n t e d  p h i l o s o p h y  f o r  t h e i r  i n s p e c t i o n ,  a t  o n c e ,  a n d  
s o  e x h i b i t  c l e a r l y  i t s  a l l - s u f f i c i n g  c o h e r e n c e  ? T h a t  
q u e s t i o n  a t  l e a s t  w i l l  h a r d l y  b e  a s k e d  b y  t h o u g h t f u l  m e n  
w h o  r e a l i s e  w h a t  a n  a l l - s u f f i c i e n t  p h i l o s o p h y  o f  t h o  
U n i v e r s e  m u s t  b e .  A s  w e l l  m i g h t  C o l u m b u s  h a v e  b e e n ,  

e x p e c t e d  t o  b r i n g  b a c k  A m e r i c a  i n  h i s  s h i p s  t o  S p a i n .  
“ G o o d  f r i e n d s ,  A m e r i c a ,  w i l l  n o t  o o m o , ” h e  m i g h t  h a v e  s a i d ,  

“ b u t  i t  i s  t h e r e  a c r o s s  t h e  w a t e r s  a n d ,  i f  y o u  v o y a g e  a s  I  

d i d  a n d  t h e  w a v e s  d o  n o t  s m o t h e r  you , m a y h a p  y o u  w i l l  

f i n d  i t  t o o . ”

“ N A T U R E -S P IR IT S  A N D  ELEM ENTALS.”

A  c o r r e s p o n d e n t  o f  Light  h a v i n g  a s k e d  M r s .  E m m a  
H a r d i n g e  B r i t t e n ,  t h o  f a m o u s  s p i r i t u a l i s t  s p e a k e r  a n d  

a u t h o r ,  t o  s t a t e  h e r  b e l i e f s  a s  r e g a r d s  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  
s u b - h u m a n  o r d e r s  o f  “  s p i r i t s , ” o u r  e x c e l l e n t  f r i e n d  h a s ,  

i n  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  t h a t  j o u r n a l  f o r  3 r d  D e c e m b e r ,  g i v e n  
t h e m  w i t h o u t  r e s e r v e .  B e f o r e  q u o t i n g  t h e m ,  w e  m u s t  

i n f o r m  o u r  r e a d e r s  t h a t  t h e  S p i r i t u a l i s t s  h a v e  a l w a y s  
o p p o s e d  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  o f  T h e o s o p h i s t s  t h a t  s u c h  r a c e s  
o f  b e i n g s  e x i s t ,  a n d  w e  h a v e  h a d  t o  p u t  u p  w i t h  n o  l i t t l e  
h a r d  s c o l d i n g  f r o m  t h e m .  M r s .  B r i t t e n ,  i n c a u t i o u s l y ,  a s  

w e  t h i n k ,  u s e s  t h e  w o r d  “  E l e m e n t a r y , ” t o  s i g n i f y  n a t u r e -  

s p i r i t s ,  o r  t h e  f o r c e s  o f  N a t u r e .  A  c l e a r  d i s t i n c t i o n  s h o u l d  
b e  d r a w n  b e t w e e n  t h e s e  n a t u r e - s p i r i t s ,  a n d  t h e  p s y c h i c  

s h e l l s  o f  o n c o  l i v i n g  h u m a n  b e i n g s ,  k n o w n  i n  I n d i a  a s  
Ihntas. T o  m a r k  t h i s  d i f f e r e n c e  a n d ,  i f  p o s s i b l e ,  a v o i d  
c o n f u s i o n ,  w e  a p p l i e d ,  i n  Isis, t h e  n a m e  “ E l e m e n t a l s ” t o  
t h e  n a t u r e - s p i r i t s ,  a n d  u s e d  t h e  w o r d  “  E l o m e n t a r y ” t o  

d e s i g n a t e  t h e  bh'iLtas. M r s .  B r i t t e n  s a y s :—

P r o t e s t i n g  in  a d v a n c e  a g a i n s t  b e in g  fo rce d  in to  t h e  a r e n a  of 
l i t e r a ry  w a r fa re ,  tl io u n s p i r i t u a l  c h a r a c t e r  o f  w h ic h  too  o f ten  
offends an d  d i s g u s t s  t h e  r e a d e r s  of  o u r  j o u r n a l s ,  I  Bimply re p ly  
to  th e  i n q u i ry  of “  S t u d e n t , ” t h a t  I — as ono w h o  n o t  only  
be l ieves  in  E le m e n ta r y  S p i r i t s ,  b u t  c la im s  to  h a v o  Been th e m ,  
a n d  con v e rse d  w i t h  m a n y  o th e r s  w h o  h a v e  h a d  s im i la r  e x p e 
r ie n c e s — a m  a c c u s to m c d  to  c las s i fy  all  su b - h u m a n  S p i r i t s  a s  elemen
tary  iu  o rg an isa t io n ,  a n d  I  p r e s u m e  t h e  t e r ra  “  N a t u r e - S p i r i t s ” 
is  s im p ly  a p p l ie d  to  s u c h  ex is te n ces  f ro m  t h e  p o s i t io n  w h ic h  th e y  
occupy  in  t h e  r e a lm  of  n a tu re .

I  h a v e  q u i t e  r e c e n t ly  se e n  in  one of  t h e  S p i r i tu a l  jo u rn a l s ,  t h o u g h  
I  c a n n o t  a t  t h i s  m o m e n t  r eca l l  w h ich ,  a  b e a u t i f u l  simile , used  to  
r e p re s e n t  th o  posi t io n  o f  m a n  in  t h e  scale  o f  c rea t ion ,  n am e ly ,  
a s  s t a n d in g  m id w a y  u p o n  th e  fa m o u s  l a d d e r  whoso foot  is  on 
e a r t h  a n d  i t s  h ig h e s t  r o u n d  in  H eaven-  I f  t h i s  posi t ion  r e p r e 
se n ts  a  ph y s ic a l  t r u t h ,  of  w hich  m a te r ia l  ex is tence  is  t h e  v is ib le  
w itness ,  is  t h e r e  n o  c o r re sp o n d in g  S p i r i t u a l  l a d d e r  in  w h ic h  d e s c e n d 
in g  g ra d e s  o f  b e in g  a re  a s  o b v io u s  a n d  ph i lo soph ica l  a  necessi ty ,  
a s  t h e  a s cen d in g  scale w h ic h  S p i r i tu a l i s t s  so re a d i ly  acknow ledge  ? 
I f  t h e  D a r w in ia n  c h a r t  of  m a te r i a l  p ro g re s s  p r e s e n t s  f e a tu re s  o f  
a b s o lu te  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  on so  m a n y  p o in t s  t h a t  i t s  un so lv e d  p ro 
b le m s  can  afford to  s t a n d  over, a w a i t in g  proofs  w h ic h  th e  f u tu r e  
m u s t  y ie ld  u p ,  can  t h e  S p i r i t u a l i s t  b e  c o n t e n t  to  s u p p le m e n t  D a r 
w in ’s m e re ly  m a te r ia l i s t i c  f o o tp r in t s  of being, w i th  a n  ad v a n c e  in to  
S p i r i tu a l  r e a lm s  beyond  m a t t e r ,  y e t  u t t e r ly  ignore  t h e  e x is te n ce  of 
S p i r i tu a l  r e a lm s  of  b e in g  as t h e  antecedents oi  m a t t e r  ? •  A r e  t h e r e  
n o  embryonic  s t a te s  for  t h e  soul,  as  well  as  for. t h e  b o d y  ; n o  re a lm s  
of  ges ta t io n  fo r  S p i r i tu a l ,  a s  w el l  as  fo r  m a te r ia l ,  fo rm s j

I  will t a k e  u p  y o u r  spaco n o  f u r t h e r  t h a n  to  r e p e a t  t h a t  I  h avo  
se e n  E le m e n t a r y  S p i r i t s  in  m a n y  fo rm s ,  a n d  011 m a n y  g rad es  of t h e  
scale of b e in g ,  a n d  t h a t  I  be l ieve  I  h a v e  conversed  o r  c o r re sp o n d ed  
w i th  m a n y  h u n d r e d s  of  i n t e l l i g e n t  p e r s o n s  w h o  t h i n k  w i th  me, t h a t  
t h e y  h a v e  as good ev id en ce  of t h e  ex is te nce  b o th  of  s u b - h u m a n  
a n d  s u p e r - h u m a n  S p i r i t s ,  as  of s im p ly  h u m a n  S p i r i t s .  T h a t  i n t e r 
cou rse  w i th  th e s e  re a lm s  of b e in g  h a s  been  fa r  m o re  r a r e  t h a n  w i th  
h u m a n  S p i r i t s  | I  a l low  ; h e n c e  th o se  w ho  h a v e  e n t e r e d  upo n  i t  
s h r in k  b a c k  w i t h  a s  m u c h  d is l ike  a n d  p a in  f ro m  t h e  coarse d en ia l

• Wo do not know what the eminent author of “ History of Modorri 
American Spiritualism” really means by the words “ beyond" and “ ante
cedents of matter ’* in this application. Surely, she cannot mean that 
there exists any realm of “ boing” beyond or outside of inattor ! Such 
roalm would bo ono of puro Spirit, i.e., of absolute immateriality in which 
it is hardly necessary to remind any ono there can be no being ; as a “ being ’’ 
of any description whatsoever implies something organized, and that some
thing can never t>o formed out of nothing.—Ed.



find rude contempt of others who have not shared their experience, 
ns Spiritualists themselves feel when their  belief is assailed by 
ignorance and bigotry. Hence it is also tha t littlo is said or written 
on this subject at  p res en t; and though I  have reason to believe in 
the great unfokhnents of Spiritual life and being, upon the more 
threshold of which we are now standing, th a t  far and wider and 
moro astounding revelations from the Spiritual side of m an’s 
naturo await us than the limited vistas we now gaze upon afford, I 
deem it in tho best interests of t ru th  th a t  we should advance most 
cautiously ; accepting only tha t which we can prove in ordinary 
experiences, and leaving extraordinary revealmcnts to unfold
themselvos................. ......................................... ................................................

I am, Tery fa ithfu lly  yours,
E mma HARDiNon-Br.iTTEN.

Tho Limes, ITumphrey-street,
Chectham Hill, Manchester.

I n  t h e  s a m o  n u m b e r  o f  Light  w c  l e a r n  f r o m  a  c o r r e s p o n d 
e n t  s i g n i n g  h i m s e l f  “ M a ”— t h a t  t h e  “ e a r l i e s t  G o d s  o f  
E g y p t ,  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  M o t h e r  o f  t h e  G o d s ,  w e r e  t h e  E i g h t  

w h o  r u l o d  i n  A m - S m e n  b e f o r e  t h e  f i r m a m e n t  o f  R a  w a s  
u p l i f t e d  a n d  t h a t  “  t h e y  a r o  k n o w n  t o  a l l  E g y p t o l o g i s t s  
a s  t h o  e i g h t  elementaries.”

A  n e w  p r o o f  o f  t h e  c o r r e c t n e s s  o f  c y c l i c  n e c e s s i t y  : g o d s  

w o r s h i p p e d  n i n e t y  o c n t u r i e s  B .  C . ,  b e c o m i n g  c a n d i d a t e s  f o r  

t h e  s a m e  i n  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  A .  D . ! '

I N  D E S P E R A T E  S T R A I T S .

T h e  e m o t i o n a l  l e t t e r  t o  t h e  E d i t o r  o f  a  C h r i s t i a n  j o u r 
n a l  o f  L o n d o n ,  f r o m  a  w e l l - k n o w n  n a t i v e  c l e r g y m a n  o f  
C e y l o n ,  w h i c h  w c  c o p y  b e l o w ,  i s  g e n e r o u s l y  a c c o r d c d  t h e  
w i d e  c i r c u l a t i o n  o f  o u r  m a g a z i n e  t o  s h o w  t h a t  w c  b e a r  n o  
m a l i c e  e v e n  t o  s u c h  b i t t e r  a n d  o f t e n  t r u c u l e n t  e n e m i e s  a s  
t h e  m i s s i o n a r i e s  h a v e  s h o w n  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  b e . '  I t  d o e s  
B c c m  r a t h e r  a m u s i n g ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  t h i s  w r i t e r ,  h i m s e l f  a  
c l e r g y m a n  a n d  p r e s u m a b l y  a b l e  t o  e x p o u n d  h i s  r e l i g i o n ,  

s h o u l d  b e  a p p e a l i n g  f o r  h e l p  t o  D r .  S e x t o n ,  o n c e  u p o n  a  
t i m e  a  w e l l - k n o w n  S p i r i t u a l i s t ,  a n d  t h e  e d i t o r  o f  a  S p i r i t 
u a l i s t  p a p e r ,  b u t  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  n o t  l i f t i n g  h i s  h a n d  t o  
s t o p  t h e  B u d d h i s t  r e v i v a l  i n  C e y l o n .  M r .  S p a a r  w a s  o n e  o f  
t h e  f i v e  .Padris w h o  w e r e  p r e s e n t  a t  P a n a d u r e ,  o n  t h e  2 2 n d  
o f  J u n e  1 S S 1 — t h e  o c c a s i o n ,  r e f e r r e d  t o  i n  h i s  l e t t e r ,  w h e n  
a  m a k e s h i f t  h e t e r o d o x  c h a m p i o n  o f f e r e d  h i m s e l f  a s  a n  a n t a 
g o n i s t  t o  C o l .  O l c o t t — b u t  w h o  d i d  n o t  o p e n  t h e i r  m o u t h s  

w h e n  t h a t  g e n t l e m a n  s a i d  : “  I f ,  e i t h e r  n o w  o r  a t  a n y
o t h e r  t i m e  p r i o r  t o  m y  d e p a r t u r e  f o r  I n d i a ,  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  

p a r t y  s h o u l d  p u t  f o r w a r d  a  c h a m p i o n  w h o m  I  c a n  w i t h o u t  

s a c r i f i c i n g  s c l f - r c s p e c t  m e e t  i n  d e b a t e ,  t h e i r  c h a l l e n g e  w i l l  
b e  a c c e p t c d . ”  T h i s  y e a r ,  a g a i n ,  t h e  o l d  g a m e  o f  p u t t i n g  
u p  o b s c u r e  l a y m e n  t o  c h a l l e n g e  o u r  P r e s i d e n t ,  w a s  r e p e a t 
e d ,  b u t ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  n o  n o t i c e  w n s  t a k e n  o f  t h e m .  O u r  
m i s s i o n  i s  n o t  o u c  o f  a g g r e s s i o n  b u t  o f  d e f e n c e .  W e  d e 
f e n d ,  f i r s t ,  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  U n i v e r s a l  B r o t h e r h o o d  a n d  
m u t u a l  t o l c r a n c c ,  a n d  t h e n  t h o  r i g h t  o f  a l l  A s i a t i c  p e o p l e s ,  
t o  b e  l e f t  u n m o l e s t e d  i n  t h e  e n j o y m e n t  o f  t h e i r  a n c i e n t  

f a i t h s .  W h a t e v e r  w e  h a v e  e v e r  d o n e  a g a i n s t  m i s s i o n a r i e s  i n  

A s i a  h a s  b e e n  d o n e ,  b e c a u s e  t h o s e  p r o p a g a n d i s t s  a r e  t r y i n g  

t h e i r  u t m o s t  t o  s t a m p  o u t  a n d  d e s t r o y  r e l i g i o n s  f a r  b e t t e r  

s u i t e d  t o  A s i a t i c  m o r a l  n e e d s  t h a n  t h e  o n e  t h e y  w o u l d  
i n t r o d u c e ,  a n d  t a k i n g  a d v a n t a g e  o f  t h e  i g n o r a n c e  o f  y o u t h  
t o  t u r n  t h e m  i n t o  i r r e l i g i o u s  s c e p t i c s .  A s  f o r  t h e  p r e s e n t  
e d i t o r  o f  t h e  Shield of Faith w h o s e  h e l p  i s  i m p l o r e d ,  h e  i s  a  

m a n  o f  l e a r n i n g  a n d  e l o q u e n c e ,  b u t  m a y  p r o v e  n o  m o r e  
p e r s i s t e n t  i n  d e f e n d i n g  t h e  “ H o l y  G h o s t , ” t h a n  h e  w a s  i n  

a d v o c a t i n g  t h e  c a u s e  o f  t h e  u n h o l y  g h o s t s  i n  g e n e r a l . *  A  

w h i l o m  s p i r i t u a l i s t  w h o  h a s  t u r n e d  h i s  c o a t ,  t h o u g h  h e  b e ,

• Tlio Medium and Daybreak ( November 11) says :—

Dr. Sexton continuos to onlar£« tbo profits of his m inistry  by con
demning Spiritualism as u dooidodly anti-C hristian.” u A H um anitarian” 
replies to him a t length in tho “ South Shields Daily Nows ; ” wo mako 
ono oxtract : “  Could anything bo more foolish than to consuro a causo 
for doing tho v«ry work which it  is sunt into  tho world to porform, v iz , to 
convort tho sinnor and unbeliovor from the orror of his ways ? Does not 
evorybody know th a t tlie w orthy doctor was himself an A theist for m any 

oars, and th a t i t  was through his association with Spiritualism  th a t  ho 
ecamo possessod of a bolicf in a fu tu re  lifo, and in a Providonco who rules 

wisoly and woll ? Tho eloquonco of Christondom was launchod a t  him in 
vain : he romainod a staunch A th o ist: b u t—tho Phonomona of Spiritualism  
boing provod by him to bo genuino— he now looks trium phantly  over tho 
gravo, nud gratofully advisos his hearers to  bolicvo th a t i t  is all tho work 
of ( evil spirits V

y e t ,  h i s  argurncntum ad, crumenam— t o  “ r a i s e  t h e  f u n d s ” 

— t h e  u s u a l  a p p e a l  t o  t h o  p o c k e t s  o f  t h e  f a i t h f u l  o n  s u c h  
o c c a s i o n s — i n  t h e  e d i t o r i a l  w h i c h  w e  c o p y  b e l o w  o u g h t  t o  

b e  r e s p o n d e d  t o  b y  t h e  S i n h a l e s e  C h r i s t i a n s  a t  o n c e ,  a n d  
t h e  R e v .  S p a a r  s h o u l d  h e a d  t h e  l i s t .  T o  h e l p  t h e  w o r t h y  

g e n t l e m a n  i n  h i s  d i s t r e s s ,  w o  n o w  q u o t e  f r o m  h i s  p l a i n t i v e  
l e t t e r :— .

Kalutara, Ceylon, August 4 ,  1 8 8 1 .

Rev. Sir,— ........  N e v e r  was there such a revival of unbelief

ns there is a t  present in Ceylon. T h e  battle for tlic tru th  must 
ere long be fought, and God g ran t  th a t  some valiant David mny 
Arise to stand up against the Philistines of error  and infidelity 
who stalk th rough the land. A ll  this while we have had to 
deni with difficulties arising from the purely  heathen Buddhist, 

b u t  now there lias sp ru n g  up in our midst, a “ Theosophical 

Society,” whose P re s id e n t  and F o u n d er  in Ceylon is a professed 
American, (sic) Col. I I .  S. Oleott. IIo first arrived in the 
island tow ards the end of last year,  in company with 

M adame Blavatsky, w h o  professed to work miracles. * Both 
of  them visited several towns and villages, lecturing against 

Christianity, indulging in horrible  blasphemies. T h e y  declared 
themselves converted  to B uddhism , and worshipped a t  its 
shrines, t  A f te r  preach in g  or lecturing, Col. Olcott usually 

challenges any one to come forward and meet him in debate. A t 

one place his challenge was accepted by a nativo Christian, 
finite sanguine th a t  some C hris tian  English  missionary -would 

joyfully come forward in defence'of the fa i th ;  but th e  idea 

o f  the missionaries is to let well alone, and Unit all this will 

como to nought.  Col. O lcott  is believed to be quite  a master 

of the sciences, having  lectured on those of an occult character.  
T h is  native C hris tian  having  failed in enlisting the sym pa
thies of  the missionaries, g o t  a m em ber o f  the “ Christo-Brnhmo- 
Soinaj” to take  up th e  g auntle t  thrown down by Col. Olcott ; 

bu t  when th e  opponents m et  Col. Oleott declined to hold any 
discussion with a man who was not a Christian, on tho subject 
of the D ivine Origin  of Christianity.  H a v in g  made collections 
in aid o f  w hat is now known as the “ Sinhalese N ational B u d 

dhist F u n d ,” the Theosophisfs left for Bombay, whero they 

endeavour to m ake us believe they are very strong, and wlieio 
th e y  issue a m o nthly  magazine called tho T i i n o s o r m s T .  
W hilst  there, it appears from the papers th a t  a split  occurred, 
aud several of Col. O lcott’s followers left for America. T h e  

Colonel himself, encouraged perhaps by th e  welcome accorded 
to him here on his previous visit, when he was hailed as the 

“  W h ite  B u d d h is t” has come back with one Mr. l iruee  ( th is 
t ime without M adame B la v a tsk y )  described as Inspector  of 

Schools. T h e  former is busily engaged in publishing p am p h 
lets, catechisms, &c., lecturing and raising money, and opening 

schools with tho avowed object o f  stopping heathen children 
from atten d in g  C hris tian  schools. I  send you a copy o f  this 

m an ’s catechism. A pamphlet,  by one Professor Woodrof, has 

been published and circulated widely. I t  treats  of the so-called 
“  discrepancies in the Gospels.” I f  ever tho “  heathen rago 

and tho peoplo imagine a vain th in g ” it  is now. Tho silence o f  

tho missionaries is construed into want of ability to meet th is  
Goliath. I  am sure th a t  th ere  is more than one q uite  competent 

in the namo of the L o rd  of Hosts  to go out to battle ; b u t  as I  

said before, the convenient method of gotting over it  is by 

B ay in g  “ D o n ’t be afraid, Col. 0 .  won’t do much harm ; it will 

all come to an end.” “ T h e re  isn’t m uch good gained by contro

versy. I t  is not in my line.” “  L e t  us preach th e  G o sp o l,” 
God only knows, however, tho incalculable mischief th a t  i.s 
done. A  few native Chris tians havo ju s t  formed themselves 

into an “ Evangelical U n io n ” for the purpose of doing some

thing,  but their  efforts are  sure to meet with the cold shoulder 
from thoso who are “  the sent.”

I  have ju s t  read tha t Rev. J o s e p h  Cook purposes to visit  

In d ia  shortly. Oh ! i f  it  would plenso the Lord to send him or 

you among us for a season.

I  must also mention th a t  au English  infidel paper is gotting 
among us ; th e  o ther  day a rail way traveller was giving away 
sonic, and I  noticed copios on th e  library table o f  this town, 

w here  one of mj' friends also p u t  in your Shield o f  Faith.
Y ours iu th e  Lord,

J .  A. Sl’AAIt.
P .  S.— A  supply o f  tracts, &c., against infidelity for c ir

culation will be welcome.

•  Who never profossed any th ing  of tho k in d ; tho ptatem ont is a padri- 
born, barc-faced un tru th . Wo loavo tho claim of working ' ‘ m irac les” to . 
tho “ G onorals” and “ C ap ta in s” of tho “ Salvation A rm v."— ICu.

f  T h o  l a t t e r  A ever lectured in her life, a n d  i s  a  B u d d h i s t  f o r  t h o  l a s t  t w e n t y  
y e a r s .  — I i D .  .



Dr. S exton  editorially  offers to not only visit Ceylon but 

make the tour around the globe i f  “  the fr ien d s, . . in  each of 

theso countries form societies, raise funds , and make th e  p re

liminary arrangem ents.” T h en  ho modestly adds, “  th e y  can, in 

their  turn, challenge the Olcotts, th e  Blavatskys, ct hoc genus 
omne . H e r e  is a chance for th e  Rev. Spuar th a t  h e  should 

not let slip ; aud will not unless— as his behaviour a t  P an a d u re  

would seem to show— he too is disposed “  to let well alone,” 

and not make himself appear  ridiculous by playing tho “ D a v id ” 

when the theosophical “ G o lia th ” is “ to the front?” Since Dr. 

Sexton and his correspondent are fond of Latin  may we not be 
perm itted to rem ark th a t  i f  th e  Theosophical m ovem ent for 
them is a— Deo dignus vindice nodus they ought to adopt more 

dignified means to get out of th e ir  difficulties th a n  th a t  of 

spreading false and slanderous reports  against it  in th e ir  C h ris t

ian organs. Abitsus non tollit usum ; abuse and calum ny are 

no urgunients though certainly they do appear as tho delicice 
theologicum. A t all events the time for a rg u in g  is past  and 
they  ought to resort to moro effective means. L e t  then D r. 
Sexton or Rev. Jo s e p h  Cook h u rry  at  once to Ceylon ; and 

m aking a supremo effort to clear the korales of  the fair island 

for ever o f  tiie “ P hilis tines of error,” th e  “ Olcotts and tlio 
Blavatskys,”— have them slain by the A m erican London Samsons, 
in tho name of the “ L ord  of H o sts ,” and w ith  th e  traditional 
biblical weapon— “ tho ja w  of an ass ”— which M r. Cook handles
ill such a rem arkably dexterous manner.

B U D D H I S M  A N D  B R A H M A N I S M *

“ B uddhism  grows upon one who studies i t” is the fre

q uent rem ark  made by O rientalists  and scholars. T h is  truism 
— if one is permitted to ju d g e  o f  an a u th o r ’s mind by liis style 

and thoughts  embodied in a few pages— seems onee moro 

proved in Dr. H u n te r ’s case. W e  have had the good fortune 
o f  reading tho advanced sheets  of his “  I n d ia n  E m p i r e ” now 
nearly ready, aud it is the c h ap te r  on B uddhism  th a t  we con

sider as the gem of th a t  volume, though the whole work is a 

most admirably lucid and graphic  abstract o f  the his tory  of 
India, its people and religions. As this is not meant for a 
review, there  is, therefore, no need o f  going into critical and 
analytical details  bcyoiul saying th a t  th e  volumes u nder notice 

will by m any he considered to throw  into th e  shade all o ther  

works upon India. E v e ry  read er  who has made him self  a c 
quainted with  Dr. H u n te r ’s previous w orks  is familiar w ith  

th a t  ex trem ely  brief  and concise stylo o f  w rit in g  o f  liis, so 
remarkably clear and comprehensive notw ithstanding  its b revi

ty, as to need no amplification or additional explanations. 

Indeed, the author seems to be most marvellously endowed w ith  

the rare and happy faculty of laconism, combined w ith  th e  

quality o f  never leaving an ything  unexpressed and preserving  

th ro u g h o u t a vividness of description m ore suggestivo to the 

roader’s mind of a m aster  pain ter’s brush than  of a  pen. T h e  

fact tha t one scarcely expects  to meet in exhaustive,  official 
productions of th e  kind to which th e  Imperial Gazetteer 
belongs such an a ttractive  style, lends it  b u t  the moro charm. 
T h e  chapter  “ B uddhism  ( 5 4 3  B. C. to 1 0 0 0  A . D . ) ” gives 
within its narrow limits a clearer sum m ary  of tho b ir th ,  grow th,  

spread and dceline of th a t  religion in I n d i a  than volumes 

w ritten  upon the same subject havo h ith erto  achieved. Wo 
now give a few extracts from it. A s  rem arked  above, they  
will serve as additional proof, th a t  w hosoever studies Buddhism 
with an unbiassed mind will tind th a t  adniirablo and unique 
philosophical system gradually w inning for itsolf all his 

sympathies, in a degree, th a t  110 o ther religion o r  philosophy 
the world over, can ever hope to achieve.

“ T h e  t i rs t  g r e a t  s o lv e n t  o f  B r a h m a n i s m  w a s  t h e  t e a c h in g  o f  G a u 
t a m a  B u d d h a .  T h e  life  of  t h i s  c e le b ra te d  m a n  h a s  t h r o e  .sides,— 
its  personal  a s p ec ts ,  i t s  le g e n d a ry  d e v e lo p m e n ts ,  a u d  i t s  re l ig ious  
consequences u p o n  m a n k i n d .  I n  h is  pe rso n ,  B u d d h a  a p p e a r s  as  a  
p r ince  a n d  p re a c h e r  of a n c i e n t  I n d ia .  I n  th e  l e g e n d a r y  d e v e lo p m e n t s
of his story, Buddha ranks as a divine teacher........and apparently as
a saint of the Christian Church, with a day assigned to him in both 
the Greek and Roman calendars- As a religious founder, he left 
behind a system of belief which has gained more disciples than any 
other creed in the world ; and which is now professed by 500 
millions of people, or nearly one half of the human race.

“The story of Buddha's career is a typical one. I t  is based on tho 
old Indian ideal of the noble life which we have seen depicted in 
the Sanskrit epics. Like tho 1’andavas in the M a h a b h a r a ta ,  and

*  E x t r a c t s  f r o m  11 c h a p t e r  i n  D r .  H u n t e r ' s  f o r t h c o m i n g  v o l m n o  “  T i m  
I n d i a n  E m p i r e ,  Its History, People and Products,” b e i n g  “  a  r e v i s e d  f o r m  

o f  t h o  a r t i c i o  I n d i a ”  i n  t h o  Imperial Gazetteer, r e m o d e l l e d  i n t o  c h a p t e r s ,  
b r o u g h t  u p  t o  d a t e ,  a n d  i n c o r p o r a t i n g  t h o  g e n e r a l  r e s u l t s  o f  t h o  C e n s u s  
o f  1 8 8 1 "  ;  T r u b u o r ' s  “  O r i e n t a l  E s s a y s " ,  L o u d o n .

like Rama in the Ramayana, Buddha is the son of a king, belong
ing to one oi the two great Aryan lines, the solar and the lunar ; in 
his case as in l lama’s to the solar. Ilis  youth like tha t  of the epic 
heroes, is spent under Brahman tutors, ‘ and a t  the end ’ Buddha
retires like Rama to a Brahman hermitage in’the forest........I t  is to
the jungles 011 the south of the Ganges......tha t the royal exile repair
ed. After a time of seclusion, the l’audavas, Rama and Buddha 
alike emerge to achieve great conquests, the two fonner'by force of 
arms, the last by the weapons of the spirit Up to this point tho 
outline of the three stories has followed the same type ; bu t hence
forth it diverges. The Sanskrit epics depict the ideal Aryan man 
as prince, hermit, and hero. In  the legend of Buddha tha t  ideal has 
developed into prince, hermit and saint.

“ ........Thoir whole life ("of the Brahmans) was mapped out into
four clearly defined stages of discipline. For their existence, in its 
full religions significance, commenced not at birth but on being in
vested at the close of childhood with the sacred thread of the Twice- 
Born Their youth and early manhood were to be entirely spent 
in learning by heart from some Brahman the inspired Scriptures, 
tending the sacred tire, and serving their preceptor. Having 
completed his long studies, the Bralmian enters 011 the second 
stage of his life, aa a householder. He married and commenced a 
course of family duties. When he had reared a family, and 
gained a practical knowledge of the world, he retired into the 
forest as a  recluse, for tho third  period of his life; feeding on roots 
or fruits, and practising his religious duties with increased de
votion. The fourth stage was tha t  of the ascetic or religious 
mendicant, wholly withdrawn from earthly atlairs, and striving to 
attain a condition of mind which, heedless of the joys or pains, 
or wants of the body, is in tent only 011 its final absorption into 
the Deity. The Brahman, in this fourth stage of his life, ate 
nothing but what was given to him unasked, and abode not moro 
than one day in any village, lest the vanities of tho world should 
find entrance into his heart. Throughout his whole existence, he 
practised a strict temperance; drinking no wine, using a simple 
diet, curbing the desires, shut off from tho tumults of war, and 
having his thoughts over fixed on study and contemplation. 
‘ What, is this world ? ’ says a Brahman sage. ‘ I t  is even as 
the bough of a tree 011 which a bird rests for a night, and in tho 
morning flies away.’

“ The Brahmans, therefore, were a body of men who, in an early 
stage of this world’s history, bound themselves by a rule of life tho 
essential precepts of which were self-culture and self-restraint.
A.s they married within their own caste, begat children only 
during their prime, and were not liable to lose the finest of their 
youth in war, they transmitted their best qualities in an ever-in
creasing mcasuro to their descendants. The Brahmans of the pre
sent day are tho result of 3,000 years of hereditary education aud 
self-restraint; and they have evolved a  type of mankind quite dis
tinct from the surrounding population. Even the passing traveller 
in India marks them out alike from tho bronze-cheeked, large-limb
ed, leisure-loving Rajput or warrior caste of Aryan descent; and 
from the dark-skinned, flat-nosed, thick-lipped low-eastes of non- 
Aryan origin, with their short bodies and bullet heads. The Brah
man stands apart- from both, tall and slim, with finely modelled 
lips and nose, fair complexion, high forehead, and slightly cocoa- 
nut-shaped skull—the man of self-centred refinement. He is an 
example of a  class becoming the ruling power in a country, not by 
force of arms, but by the vigour of hereditary culture and tem per
ance. One race has swept across India  after another, dynasties 
havo risen and fallen, religions have spread themselves over tho 
land and disappeared. But since the dawn of history, the B rah 
man has calmly ruled, swaying tho minds and receiving the hom 
age of the people, and accepted by foreign nations as the highest 
typo of Indian mankind.

“ Gautama, afterwards named Buddha, ‘ The Enlightened ’ and 
Siddharlha, 1 He who has fulfilled his end,' was the only son of 
Suddhodana, King of Kapilavastu, This prince, the chief of tho 
Sakya clan, ruled over an outlying Aryan settlement 011 the north
eastern border of the Middle Land, about a hundred miles to the 
north of Benares and within sight of the snow-topped Himalayas. 
A Gautama Rajput of the noble Solar line, lie wished to see his 
son grow up 011 the warlike model of his race. But the young 
prince shunned tho sports of his playmates, and retired to solitary 
day-dreams in nooks of tho palace garden. The King tried to 
win his’son to a practical career by marrying him to a beautiful 
and talented girl; and the youthful Gautama unexpectedly proved 
bis manliness by a victory over a (lower of the young .Rajput 
chiefs at a tournament. For a while he forgot his solemn specula
tions 011 the unseen in the sweet realities of early married life. 
But in his drives through the city he deeply reflected 011 the types 
of old age, disease, and death which met his eye; and he was power
fully impressed by the calm of a holy man, who seemed to have 
raised his soul abovo the changes and sorrows of this world. After 
ten years, his wife bore to him an only son; and Gautama, fearing 
lest this new tie should bind him too closely to the things of earth, 
retired about the age of thirty  to a cave among the forest-clad spurs 
of the Vindhyas. The story of how he turned away from the door 
of his wife’s lamp-lit chamber, denying himself even a parting car
ess of his new-born babe lest he should wake the sleeping mother, 
and gallopped off’ into the darkness, is one of the many tender 
episodes in his life. After a gloomy night ride, he sent back his one 
companion the faithful charioteer, with his horse and jewels to



liis father. Having cut off liis long Rajput locks, and exchange 
his princely raiment for the rags of a poor passer-by, he went on 
alone a homeless beggar. This abandonment of earthly pomp and 
power, and of loved wife and new-born son, is the Great llenuncia- 
tion which forms a favourite theme of the B uddhist scriptures in 
Sanskrit, Pali, and Chinese. I t  has furnished, during tw enty  cen
turies, the type of self-sacrifice which all Indian reformers must 
follow if they are to win the tru s t  of the people.”

1( or a time he had studied u nder tw o B rahm an recluses 

n ear R a.jagkiiia  in P a tn a  D istric t ,  learning from th em  that
th e  path to divine know ledge...................................................................

“ lies through the subjection of the flesh........The temple of
Buddh-Gaya marks the site of his long penance. B u t instead of 
earning peace of mind by fasting and self-torture, he reached a
crisis of religious despair........Torn with doubts as to whet her, after
all his penance, he was not destined to perdition, the haggard 
ascetic, in a final paroxysm, fell senseless to the earth. "When he 
recovered, the mental struggle had passed. l i e  felt th a t  the path to 
salvation lay not in self-torture in a mountain cave, but in preach
ing higher life to his fellow-raen........”

L ik e  Christ,  ]ic is tem p ted  b y  Marn, tho enemy of m an 
kind.

“ I r o m  his temptation in the wilderness, the ascetic emerged 
with his doubts for ever laid at  rest, seeing his way clear, and 
henceforth to be known as Buddha, jlitcrally, ‘ Tho Enlightened'. 
This was Buddha’s second b ir th ;  and the pipal fig or Bo, 
under whose spreading branches its pangs were endured, has
become the sacred tree of 500 millions of m ankind in the E a s t ........
The idea of a second birth was familiar to the twice-born Aryan
ca.st.es of ancient India........in this, as in other features, the story of
Buddha adheres to ancient Aryan types, but gives to them a new
spiritual significance........l i e  developed from the old Brahmanieal
model of the wandering ascetic, in tent only on saving his own 
soul, the nobler type of tho pieacher, striving to bring deliverance 
to the souls of others.”

F iv e  m onths after his  tem ptation nnd th r e e  of his ministry, 
Buddlin had gathered around him sixty  disciples whom he sent 
forth to prear.h Salvation w ith  these words, “  ‘ G o yo now-, and 
preach th e  most excellent L a w .’ T h e  essence of his teaching  

was the deliverance of man from the sins and sorrows of life by 
self-renunciation and inw ard sclf-control.” T h e  conversions 

lie made wero numerous.

“ Buddlia preached throughout a large part  of Beliar, Ondli, and 
the districts of the North-Western Provinces. Monasteries marked 
during ages his lndting-places ; and the principal scones of his life, 
such as Ajodhya, Buddh-Gaya, Sravasti, the modern Sahet Mahet, 
Raja-Griha, &c., became the great places of pilgrimago for the Bud
dhist world, l i is  visit to his aged father at  Kapilavastu, whence he 
had gone forth as a brill iant young prince, and to which he now 
returned as a wandering preacher, in dingy yellow robes and the 
begging bowl in his hand, is a touching episode which appeals to 
the heart of universal mankind. . The old King heard him with 
reverence. The son whom Buddha had left as a  new-born babe, 
was converted to the faith, and his beloved wife, from th e  threshold 
of whose chamber he had ridden away into the darkness, *  became 
one of the first Buddhist nuns. The Great Renunciation took place 
in his thirtieth year...his  silent self-preparation lasted about six, and
during forty-four years he preached to the people........Tie spent
his last night in preaching, and in comforting a weeping disci
ple.......l ie  died calmly, a t  the age of eighty Tinder the shadow of
a tig tree, a t  Kusiuagara, the modern K asia, in Gorakhpur 
District.”

“ ‘The Fo-wei-kian-hing,’ + or 1 Dying Instruction of Buddha’ trans
lated into Chinese between 397 and 415 A. D. from a still earlier 
Sanskrit text gives to the last scene a somewhat different, though 
ail equal beauty. ‘ I t  was now in the middle of the night ’ it says,
‘ perfectly quiet and still ; for the sake of his disciples, lie delivered 
a summary of the law.’ After laying down the rules of good life, 
he revealed the inner doctrines of his faith. ‘ The heart is lord of
the senses : govern, therefore, your heart ; watch well the h eart ........
Think of the fire th a t  shall consume the world, and early seek
deliverance from i t ........Lament not my going away, nor feel regret.
For if I remained in the world, then what would become of the 
Church ? I t  must perish without fulfilling its end. From hence
forth all my disciples, practising their various duties, shall prove 
th a t  my truo Body, the Body of the Law (DharmakayaJ is everlast-

"  l i e  w l i o  w o u l d  f u l l y  a p p r e c i a t o  t h o  u n i q u o  b e a u t y  o f  G a u t a m a  B u d d h a ’ s  
c h a r a c t e r  a n d  s o  c o m p r e h e n d  t h e  f a s c i n a t i o n  h i s  n a m e ,  a f t e r  a  l a p s e  o f  

2 , 3 0 0  y e a r s ,  e x e r c i s e s  y e t  o n  “ h a l f  t h o  w o r l d ' s  p o p u l a t i o n — i n  D r .  H u n t e r ’ s  
w o r d s ,  —  o u g h t  t o  s t u d y  h i s  h i s t o r y  i n  B a r t h e l e m y  S t .  V l i l a i r o ’ s  g r e a t  W o r k ,  
Le Bauddha el sa Religion,  a n d  r e a d  M r .  K d w i n  A r n o l d ’ s  s p l e n d i d  p o e m —  
The Light of Asia. L e g e n d a r y  a s  t h o  l a t t e r  m a y  b e  r e g a r d e d ,  n o  r e l i g i o u s  p o e m  
w o  k n o w -  o f ,  o f f e r s  s u c h  a  t h r i l l i n g  i n t e r o s t ,  t o  t h e  r e a d e r  a s  t h i s .  T h e  p a r t 
i n g ;  s c . c n o  ;  t h o  ( l i g h t  o f  t h e  y o u n g  I Y i n c o  f r o m  a l l  t h a t  m a n  h o l d s  d e a r  i n  
t h i s  l i f t )  f o r  t l i e  s a k e  o f  a l l o v i m t i n g  m a n k i n d ’ s  m i s e r y  w h i c h  l i e  w i l l  t r y  t o  

s a v e  f r o m  t h o  c u r s o  o f  i g n o r a n c o  ;  a n d  l a s t l y ,  t h e  a t t a i n m e n t  o f  B u d d l m h o o d  
u n d e r  t i i e  B o  T r e e  a n d  t h i s  A p o t h o o s i s — a r c  a m o n g s t  t h o  m o s t  s u p e r b  p a s -  
s a g c S j O f  t h a t  t r u l y  w o n d e r f u l  p o e m . — E d .

■ f  T r a n s l a t e d  i n  A p p e n d i x  t o  t h e  C a t a l o g u e  o f  t h o  M S S .  p r e s e n t e d  b y  
t l i o  J a p a n e s e  G o v e r n m e n t  t o  t l i o  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e  f o r  I n d i a . — E d ,

ing and imperishable. The world is fast bound in fetters ; I  now
give it deliverance........Keep your mind on my teaching ; all other
things change, this changes not. No more shall I  speak to you.
I  desire to depart. I desire the eternal rest (nirvana). This is my 
last exhortation.’ ”

“The secret of Buddha’s success was, th a t  he brought spiritual de
liverance to the people. He preached th at  salvation wras equally 
open to all men, and th a t  it must bo earned, not by propitiating ima
ginary deities,butbyourown conduct. H e  thus cutaway the religious 
basis of caste, of the sacrificial ritual, and of Brahman supremacy 
as the mediators between God and man. Ile  taught th a t  sin, sor
row, and deliverance, the state of a man in this life, in all previous 
and in all future lives, are the inevitable results of his own acts 
(Karma). He thus applied the inexorable law of cause and effect to 
the soul. W hat a man sows, that he must reap. As no evil remains 
without punishment,, and no good deed without reward, it follows, 
tha t neither priest nor God can prevent each act bearing its own 
consequences. Misery or happiness in this life is the unavoidable 
result of our conduct in a  past life ; and our actions here will deter
mine our happiness or misery in the life to come. When any 
creature dies he is born again in some higher or lower state of 
existence according to his merit  or demerit. His merit  or demerit 
consists of the sum-total of his actions in all previous lives. By 
this great law of Karma, Buddha explained the inequalities and 
apparent injustice of m an ’s state in this .world as the unavoidable 
consequence of acts in the past ; while Christianity compensates 
those inequalities by rewards in the future. A system in which 
our whole well-being, past, present, and to come, depends on our
selves, leaves little room for a personal God. B ut the atheism of 
Buddha was a philosophical tenet, which does not weaken the 
sanctions of right and wrong.

“ Life, according to Buddha, must always be more or less painful ; 
and the object of every good man is to get rid of the evils of 
existence by merging his individual soul into the universal soul. 
This is Nirvana, literally ‘ cessation.’ Some Buddhists explain 
it  as absolute annihilation, when the soul is blown out like the 
flame of a lamp. Others hold that it is the extinction of the sins, 
sorrows and selfishness of individual life ; the final state of union 
and communion with the Supreme, or the absorption of the indivi
dual soul into the divine csscnce. The fact is, th a t  the doctrine 
underwent processes of change and development like all theological 
dogmas. ‘ But the earliest idea of Nirvana’ says one of tho 
greatest authorities on Chinese Buddhism, 1 seems to have included 
in it no more than the enjoyment of a state of rest consequent on 
the extinction of all causes of sorrow’. * The great practical aim of 
Buddha’s teaching was to subdue the lusts of the flesh and the crav
ings of the m in d ; and Nirvana has been taken to mean the extinction 
of the sinful grasping condition of heart which, by the inevitable law 
of Karma, would involve the penalty of renewed individual exist
ence. The pious Buddhist strove, to reach a state of quietism or 
holy mediation in this world, and looked forward to an eternal 
calm in a world to come.

“ Buddha tau g h t  th a t  this end could not be attained by the prac
tice of virtue. He laid down eight precepts of morality, with two 
more for the religious orders, making ten commandments (dam-sila) 
in all. l i e  arranged the besetting faults of mankind into ten sins 
and set forth the special duties applicable to each condition of life ; 
to parents and children, to pupils and teachers, to husbands and 
wivrs, to masters and servants, to laymen and the religious orders. 
In  place of the Brahman rites and sacrifices, Buddha proscribed a 
code of practical morality as the means of salvation. The three 
essential features of th a t  code were—control over self, kindness to 
other men, and reverence for the life of all sentient creatures.”

Passing th e  lengthy  descriptions of the missionary aspects 

and work o f  B uddhism  from its earliest tim es— the work of 
the Six/i/; the first B u d d h is t  Ecclesiastical Council in f>43

B. C., the second— 4 4 3 ,  B.C., the th ird — 2 4 4  B. C.; the n u m e r

ous and m eritorious works of A soka with  his edicts, religious 
institutions, missionary efforts, ifcc. &C., we will briefly notice in 

w hat th a t  g re a t  king has done in reference to  the forcible reform 
resorted to by him, to purify  the faith and secure its pristine 
orthodoxy. Asoka, tak in g  measures to spread the re l ig io n ,— 
“ collected the body of doctrine into an authoritative version, in 
the Magadha language ; a version which for two thousand years
has formed the canon (pilakxis) of the Southern Buddhists........
Asoka is said to have supported 04,000 Buddhist priests ; he found
ed many religious houses, and his kingdom is called tho Land of 
the Monasteries (Viliara or Beliar) to this day.’'

T h e  fourth Council was held four h u ndred  years after 

Buddha's  death, by K in g  Kanishka, the famous S aka conqueror, 
who ruled over N o rth -W e ste rn  India, and whose auth o rity  

having its nucleus in K ashm ir ex tended  to both sides of 
th e  Himalayns,  from Y ark an d  and K hokan  to A g ra  and Sind.

I I is Council o f  F iv e  H u n d re d  (4 0 ,  A. D .)  d re w  up the threo 
commentaries o f  the B u d d h is t  faith.

* B e a l  :  Catena of Buddhist Scriptures from the Chinese, p .  3 5 7 ,  e d .  1 8 7 1  ;  
a n d  t l i o  Buddhist Trijiitaka, A p p  ,  l e t t e r  t o  D r .  R o s t ,  s e c .  f )  M a x  M i i l l c r  
d e a l s  w i t h  t h o  w o r d  f r o m  t h e  e t y m o l o g i c a l  a n d  S a n s k r i t  s i d o  i n  l i i s  Chips 
from a  German Workshop, v o l .  i .  p p .  2 7 9 ,  2 9 0 .  e d  1 8 0 7 .  B u t  s e e ,  s p e c i a l l y ,  

C h i l d e r s ’  Pali Diclionar>/, s. r. K i l b a u a n p  p p .  2 6 0 - 2 7 4 .



“ These commentaries supplied in parts materials for the Tibetan 
or Northern Canon, completed at  subsequent periods. Tho 
Northern Canon, or, as the Chinese proudly call it, the ‘ Greater 
Vehicle of the Law / includes many later corruptions or develop
ments of the Indian faith as embodied by Asoka in the ‘ Lesser 
Vehicle,’ or Canon of the Southern Buddhists (244 B. C.j The 
Buddhist Canon of China, a branch of the ‘ Greater Vehicle/ was 
arranged between G7 and 1285 A. IX I t  includes 1440 distinct 
works, comprising 5586 books. The ultimate divergence between 
the Canons is great, both as to the historical aspects of Buddha’s 
life and as to his teaching...one example will sufiice. According to 
tlie Northern or 4 Greater Vehicle/ those who transgressed wilfully 
after ordination might yet recover themselves ; while to such per
sons the Southern or ‘ Lesser Vehicle’ allowed no room for repen
tance.

“The original Northern commentaries were written in the Sanskrit 
language.. .Kanishka and his Kashmir Council (40 A. D.) thus 
became in some degree to the Northern, or Tibeto-Chinese B ud
dhists, what Aaoka and his l 'a tna  Council (244 B. C.) had been to 
the Buddhists of Ceylon and the South.

“Buddhism was thus organized as a State religion by the Councils 
of Asoka and ICanishka. I t  s tarted  from Brahininical doctrines ; 
but from those doctrines, not as taught in hermitages to clusters of 
Brahman disciples, but as vitalized by a preacher of rare powers in 
the capital cities of India... .Buddhism carried transmigration to its 
utmost spiritual use, and proclaimed our own actions to be tbe 
sole ruling inHuence on our past, present, and future states. I t  was 
thus led iuto the denial of any external being or god who could 
interfere with the immutable law of Cause and Effect as applied to 
the Soul. But, on the other hand, it  linked together mankind as 
parts of one universal whole, and denounced the isolated self-seeking 
of the human hearts as the heresy of individuality. I ts  mission was 
to make men more moral, kinder to others, aud happier th e m 
selves ; not to propitiate imaginary deities. I t  accordingly founded 
its teachings on man’s duty to his neighbour, instead of on his 
obligations to God *  and constructed its ritual on a basis of relic- 
worship or the commemoration of good men, instead of on sacrifice. 
I ts  sacred buildings were not temples to the gods, bu t  monasteries 
(Viharas) for the religious orders.”

From th a t  time upw ards Buddhism spread th ro u g h o u t the 

known lands like lightning. In  the year *2-13 B. C. Aiahinda 

(S a n sk ri t  iMaheudni), A soka’s son, with his sister , th e  princess 

Sanghamitta  who had entered the O rder,  w ent to Ceylon w ith  
a body of missionaries and nuns. F rom  thence missionaries 

established the faith in B urm a 4 5 0  A. D. ( th o u g h  two B u d 
dhist preachers landed at  P e g u  as early as 2 0 7  B. C.)

“  S i a m  w a s  c o n v e r t e d  t o  B u d d h i s m  i n  638  A .  D . . . . Y a r a  r e c e i v e d  i t s  

m i s s i o n a r i e s  d i r e c t  f r o m  I n d i a  b e t w e e n  t h e  5 t h  a n d  7 t h  c e n t u r i e s  a n d  

s p r e a d  t h e  f a i t h  t o  B a l i  a n d  S u m a t r a f . . .  A n o t h e r  s t r e a m  o f  m i s s i o n a r i e s  h a d  

f o u n d  t h e i r  w a y  b y  C e n t r a l  A s i a  i n t o  C h i n a .  T h e i r  f i r s t  a r r i v a l  i n  t h a t  

e m p i r e  d a t e s  f r o m  t h e  2n d  c e n t u r y  B .  C . ,  a l t h o u g h  i t  w a s  n o t  t i l l  65 A .  D .  

t h a t  B u d d h i s m  t h e n  b e c a m e  t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  r e l i g i o n . . .  T h e  S c y t h i a n  

d y n a s t i e s  . . . a c c e p t e d  i t ,  a n d  t h e  e a r l i e s t  r e m a i n s  w h i c h  r e c e n t  d i s c o v e r y  

h a s  u n e a r t h e d  i n  A f g h a n i s t a n  a r e  B u d d h i s t .  K a n i s h k a ’ s  C o u n c i l  s o o n  a l t e r  

t h e  c o m m e n c e m e n t  o f  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  e r a ,  g a v e  a  i r c s l i  i m p e t u s  t o  t h e  f a i t h .  

T i b e t ,  S o u t h  C e n t r a l  A s i a ,  a n d  C h i n a ,  l a y  a l o n g  t h e  g r e a t  m i s s i o n a r y  

r o u t e s  o f  N o r t h e r n  B u d d h i s m  ;  t h e  K i r g h i s  a r e  s a i d  t o  h a v e  c a r r i e d  t h e  

r e l i g i o n  a s  f a r  a s  w e s t  t h e  C a s p i a n ;  o n  t h e  e a s t ,  t h e  r e l i g i o n  w a s  i n t r o 

d u c e d  i n t o  t h e  C o r e a  i n  372  A .  D .  a n d  t h e n c e  i n t o  J a p a n  i n  552 .  B u d 

•  T h o  T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i c t y  i s  b a s e d  o n  t h o  p r i n c i p l e s  c o n t a i n e d  i n  t h o  
a b o v o  12 l i n e s ,  a s  f a r  a s  i t  f i n d s  i t  c o m p a t i b l o  w i t h  i t s  unscctarian p o l i c y ,  
A n d ,  h c n c e ,  t h o u g h  i t  d o c s  n o t  o p p o s e ,  i t  n e v e r t h e l e s s  d o e s  n o t  a d v i s o  
a s c e t i c i s m ,  “ t h o  h e r e s y  o f  i n d i v i d u a l i t y . ” — E d .

+  I n  a  f o o t - n o t e ,  D r .  H u n t e r  r e m a r k s  t h a t  “ p o l e m i c a l  w r i t e r s ,  C h r i s t i a n  
a n d  C h i n e s e ,  h a v o  w i t h  e q u a l  i n j u s t i c e  a c c u s e d  B u d d h i s m  a n d  C h r i s t i a n i t y  
o f  c o n s c i o u s l y  p l a g i a r i z i n g  e a c h  o t h e r ' s  r i t e s .  T h u s  K u a n g — l l a i o n ,  t h o  
d i s t i n g u i s h e d  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  A s t r o n o m i c a l  B o a r d ,  w h o  b r o u g h t  a b o u t  t h e  
C h i n e s e  p e r s e c u t i o n  o f  t h o  C h r i s t i a n s  f r o m  1 0 0 5  t o  1 0 7 1  w r i t e s  o f  t h e m .  
‘ T h e y  p i l f e r  t h i s  t a l k  a b o u t  h e a v e n  a n d  h e l l  from the refute of Buddhism, a n d  

t h e n  t u r n  r o u n d  a n d  v c v i l o  B u d d h i s m . 1 (The death blow to the, Convpt 
JJodrin.es of Tieu-chv. ,  i.e., C h r i s t i a n i t y  p .  4 G  S h a n g h a i ,  1 8 7 0 . )  “  W e  h a r d l y
s e e  h o w  t h o  B u d d h i s t s  c o u l d  t h i n k  o t h e r w i s o  o r  b o  a c c u s e d  o f  i n j u s t i c e ,  
a n d  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e m  a l l  t h o s e  w h o  s t u d y  c h r o n o l o g y  a n d  c o m p a r o  n o t e s ,  
w h e n  t h e r e  i s  h a r d l y  a  m o d e r n  t r a v e l l e r ,  i n  J a p a n ,  C h i n a  a n d  o t h o r  B u d 
d h i s t  l a n d s  b u t  i s  s t r u c k  w i t h  t h e  s i m i l a r i t y .  “  T h o  T e m p l o  a t  K o k u g o ”  

w r i t e s  M i s s  B i r d  (U/ibmten Tracks in Japan,  v o l .  1  p .  2 9 5 )  f r o m  a  r e i n o t o  
t o w n  i n  J a p a n ,  “  w a s  v e r y  b e a u t i f u l ,  a n d  e x c e p t  t h a t  i t s  o r n a m e n t s  w e r o  
f l u p o r i o r  i n  s o l i d i t y  a n d  g o o d  t a s t o ,  d i f f e r e d  l i t t l e  f r o m  a  l i o m i s h  C h u r c h .  
T h o  l o w  A l t a r  o n  w h i c h  w e r e  l i l i e s  a u d  l i g h t e d  c a n d l e s ,  w a s  d r a p e d  i n  
b l u e  a n d  s i l v e r  ;  a n d  o n  t h e  h i g h  a l t a r  d r a p e d  i n  c r i m s o n  a n d  c l o t h  o f  
g o l d ,  t h o r c  w u a  n o t h i n g  b u t  a  c l o s e d  s h r i n o ,  a n  i u c e n s o  b u r n e r  a n d  a  v a s e  
o f  l o t u s e s . ”  A n d  f u r t h e r  D r .  H u n t o r  h i m s e l f  q u o t e s  f r o m  a n o t h e r  p a s -  

s a g o  o f  M i s s  B i r d ’ s  b o o k  :  “ I n  a  B u d d h i s t  t e m p l o  a t  N i a g p o ,  t h o  C h i n e s o  
G o d d e s s  o f  M e r c y ,  K w a n - Y i n ,  w h o s o  r c s c m b l a n c o  t o  t h o  V i r g i n  M a r y  a n d  
C h i l d  w a *  a l r e a d y  m e n t i o n e d ,  i s  s e o  s t a n d i n g  o n  a  s e r p e n t  b r u i s i n g  h i s  
h e a d  w i t h  h o r  h e e l . ”  J u s t  a s  t h o  p i c t u r e s  o f  t h o  V i r g i n  i n  t h o u s a n d s  o f  
h e r  i m a g e s  w o  h a v e  s e e n .  “  1 w i l l  p u t  e n m i t y  b e t w e e n  t h c o  ( t h e  s e r 
p e n t )  a n d  t l i e  w o m a n ,  a n d  b c t w e e u  t h y  s e e d  a n d  h e r  s e e d  ;  i t  s h a l l  b r u i s e  
t h y  h e a d  a n d  t h o u  s h a l t  b n r i s o  h i s  h e e l ”  r e a d s  v e r s o  1 5 ,  C h a p .  I I I .  Genesis. 
I t  i s  t h i s  v o r s e ,  w o  a r o  t o l d ,  t h a t  l e d  t h e  e a r l y  a n d  m e d i i e v a l  C h r i s t i a n a  
t o  a d o p t  i t s  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  i n  s o m q  o f  t l i o  V i r g i n  M a r y ’ s  i m a g e s .  B u t  i t  
c a n n o t  b o  s o .  F o r  t h o  v e r s e  t h r e a t e n s  t h a t  t h o  s e r p e n t ’ s  h e a d  w i l l  b o  
b r u i s e d  b y  t h o  h e e l  o f  t h o  w o m a n ’ s  s e e d — M a n ,  a n d  i t  i s  t h o  w o m a n  h e r 
s e l f  p e r s o n i f i e d  b y  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  m o t h o r  o f  G o d  w h o  b r u i s e s  t h e  r e p t i l e ’ s  
h e a d .  W h e n c e  t h e n  t h o  o r i g i n  o f  t h e  a l l e g o r y  '! T h e  s n a k o  a n d  s n a k o  
o r n a m o n t a t i o n  a r o  t h o  d i s t i n c t i v e  f e a t u r e s  o f  J l i u d u  a n d  B u d d h i s t  r e l i g i o n s ,  

p u d  t h o  l a t t o r  c a r r i e d  i t  a h k o  t o  t h o  i i a s t  a n d  t h e  W e s t , — J £ i > .

d h i s t  d o c t r i n c s  a r c  b e l i e v e d  t o  h a v e  d e e p l y  a f f e c t e d  r e l i g i o u s  t h o u g h t  i n  A l e x 

a n d r i a  a n d  P a l e s t i n e .  T h e  q u e s t i o n  i s  y e t  u n d e c i d e d  a s  t o  h o w  f a r  t h e  

B u d d h i s t  i d e a l  o f  t h e  h o l y  l i f e ,  w i t h  i t s  m o n k s ,  n u n s ,  r c l i c - w o r s h i p ,  

b e l l s  a n d  r o s a r i e s ,  i n f l u e n c e d  C h r i s t i a n  m o n a c h i s m . . . I t  i s  c e r t a i n  t h a t  t h e  

a n a l o g i e s  a r c  s t r i k i n g .  T h e  f o r m  o f  a b j u r a t i o n  f o r  t h o s e  w h o  r e n o u n c e d  

t h e  g n o s t i c  d o c t r i n e s  o f  M a n e s ,  e x p r e s s l y  m e n t i o n s . . . B u d d h a  a n d  S a k y a . . .  

T h e  C h i n e s e  i n  S a n  F r a n c i s c o  h a v e  p i c t u r e s  o f  t h e  B u d d h i s t  G o d d e s s  o f  

M e r c y . . . w h i c h  t h e  I r i s h  C a t h o l i c s  i d e n t i t y  a s  t h e i r  V i r g i n  M a r y  w i t h  t h e  

i n  h e r  i n f a n t  a r m s ,  a n  a u r e o l e  r o u n d  h e r  h e a d ,  a n  a d o r i n g  f i g u r e  a t  h e r  

f e l t  a n d  t h e  s p i r i t  h o v e r i n g  n e a r  i n  t h e  f o r m  o f  a  b i r d . . . ”

“  B u d d h i s m  n e v e r  o u s t e d  B r a h m a n i s m . . . b u t  t h e  t w o  s y s t e m s  c o - e x i s t e d  a s  

p o p u l a r  r e l i g i o n s  d u r i n g  m o r e  t h a n  a  t h o u s a n d  y e a r s  (244  B . C .  t o  a b o u t  

f c o o  A . D . ) ”  w r i t e s  D r .  l l u n t e r .  F a - I l i a n  e n t e r e d  I n d i a  f r o m  A f g h a n i s t a n  

. . . i n  399-413  A . D . ,  a n d  f o u n d  B r a h m a n  p r i e s t s  e q u a l l y  h o n o u r e d  w i t h  

B u d d h i s t  m o n k s ,  a n d  t e m p l e s  t o  t h e  I n d i a n  g o d s  s i d e  b y  s i d e  w i t h  t h e  

r e l i g i o u s  h o u s e s  o f  t h e  B u d d h i s t  f a i t h . . .  A  B u d d h i s t  m o n a r c h  r u l e d  o v e r  

t e n  k i n g d o m s  i n  A f g h a n i s t a n . . . I n  K a s h m i r ,  t h e  k i n g  a u d  p e o p l e  w e r e  

d e v o u t  B u d d h i s t s  ( s o  U t e  a s  645  A . D )  u n d e r  t h e  t e a c h i n g  o f  500  m o n a s 

t e r i e s  a n d  5000  m o n k s .  . . . T h e  v a s t  m o n a s t e r y  o t  N a l a n d a  ( i d e n t i f i e d  

w i t h  t h e  m o d e r n  B a r a g a o n  n e a r  G a y a )  f o r m e d  a  s c a t  01 l e a r n i n g . . . w h e r e  

t e n  t h o u s a n d  m o n k s  a n d  n o i c e s  o f  t h e  18 B u d d h i s t  s c h o o l s  h e r e  s t u d i e d  

t h e o l o g y ,  p h i l o s o p h y ,  l a w ,  s c i e n c e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  m e d i c i n e ,  a n d  p r a c t i s e d  

t h e i r  d e v o t i o n s ” . . .  c l l i o n e n  T h s a n g  f o u n d  t h e  t w o  r e l i g i o n s  m i n g l e d  

e v e r y w h e r e .  “  O n  t h e  M a d r a s  c o a s t ,  B u d d h i s m  f l o u r i s h e d . . .  O w i n g  t o  

t h e  g r a d u a l  i n c r e a s e  o f  d o m i n a t i o n  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  B r a h m a n s ,  a n d  s u c h  

p e r s e c u t i o n s  a s  i n s t i g a t e d  b y  S a n k a r a  A c h a r y a  a n d  K u m a r i k a  B h a t t a ,  

B u d d h i s m  b e g a n  d e c l i n i n g  i n  I n d i a  t o w a r d s  t h e  6 t h  c e n t u r y  a n d  “  i n  t h e

1 1 t h  o n l y  o u t l y i n g  S t a t e s ,  s u c h  a s  K a s h m i r  a n d  O r i s s a  r e m a i n e d  f a i t h f u l  

a n d  b e f o r e  t h e  M a h o m e d a n s . . . c a m e  u p o n  t h e  s c e n e . . . h a d  a l m o s t  d i s a p 

p e a r e d  f r o m  I n d i a .  D u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  t h o u s a n d  y e a r s ,  B h u d d h i s m  h a s  b e e n  

a  b a n i s h e d  r e l i g i o n  f r o m  i t s  n a t i v e  h o m e .  B u t  i t  h a s  w o n  g r e a t e r  t r i u m p h s  

i n  i t s  e x i l e  t h a n  i t  c o u l d  h a v e  e v e r  a c h i e v e d  i n  t h e  l a n d  o l  i t s  b i r t h .  I t  

h a s  c r e a t e d  a  l i t e r a t u r e  a n d  a  r e l i g i o n  f o r  n e a r l y  h a l f  t h e  h u m a n  r a c e ,  a n d  

h a s  a f f e c t e d  t h e  b e l i e f s  o f  t h e  o t h e r  h a l f .  F i v e  h u n d r e d  m i l l i o n s  01 m e n ,  

o r  f o r t y  p e r c e n t ,  o f  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  t h e  w o r l d ,  s t i l l  f o l l o w  t h e  t e a c h i n g  

o t  B u d d h a .  A f g h a n i s t a n ,  N e p a l ,  E a s t e r n  T u r k i s t a n ,  T i b e t ,  M o n g o l i a ,  

M a n c h u r i a ,  C h i n a ,  J a p a n ,  t h e  E a s t e r n  A r c h i p e l a g o ,  S i a m ,  B u r m a ,  C e y l o n ,  

a n d  I n d i a  a t  o n e  l i m e  m a r k e d  t h e  m a g n i f i c e n t  c i r c u m f e r e n c e  o f  i t s  c o n 

q u e s t s .  I t s  s h r i n e s  a n d  m o n a s t e r i e s  s t r e t c h e d  i n  a  c o n t i n c u s  l i n e  f r o m  w h a t  

a r e  n o w  t h e  c o n f i n e s  o f  t h e  R u s s i a n  E m p i r e  l o  t h e  e q u a t o r i a l  i s l a n d s  o f  

t h e  P a c i f i c .  D u r i n g  t w e n t y - f o u r  c e n t u r i e s ,  B u d d h i s m  h a s  e n c o u n t e r e d  a n d  

o u t l i v e d  a  s e r i e s  o f  p o w e r f u l  r i v a l s .  A t  t h i s  d a y  i t  f o r m s ,  w i t h  C h r i s t i a n 

i t y  a n d  I s l a m ,  o n e  o f  t h e  t h r e e  g r e a t  r e l i g i o n s  o l  t h e  w o r l d  ;  a n d  t h e  m o s t  

n u m e r o u s l y  f o l l o w e d  o f  t h e  t h r e e . . . . . . .

“ T h e  n o b l e s t  s u r v i v a l s  o f  B u d d h i s m  i n  I n d i a  a r c  t o  b e  f o u n d ,  n o t n m c n g  

a n y  p e c u l i a r  b o d y ,  b u t  i n  t h e  r e l i g i o n s  o f  t h e  p e o p l e ;  i n  t h a t  p r i n c i p l e  o f  

t h e  b r o t h e r h o o d  o f  m a n ,  w i t h  t h e  r e a s s e i t i o n  o f  w h i c h  e a c h  n e w  r e v i v a l  o f  

H i n d u i s m  s t a r t s ;  i n  t h e  a s y l u m  w h i c h  t h e  g r e a t  V a i s h n a v i t e  s u e t  a f f o r d s  t o  

w o m e n  w h o  h a v e  f a l l e n  v i c t i m s  t o  c a s t e  r u l e s ,  t o  t h e  w i d o w  a n d  t h e  o u t *  

c a s t e ;  i n  t h a t  g e n t l e n e s s  a n d  c h a r i t y  t o  a l l  m e n ,  w h i c h  t a k e  t h e  p l a c e  o f  a  

p o o r  l a w  i n  I n d i a ,  a n d  g i v e  a  h i g h  s i g n i f i c a n c e  t o  t h e  h a l f  s a t i r i c a l  e p i t h e t  

o f  t h e  ‘  m i l d  3 H i n d u . ”

T H E  P I S A  C I I A - L A  N C E R S ,

(The Mediums of Southern India.)

B Y  S .  K A M A S W A M I E R ,  F .  T .  S .

S o m e  q u e s t i o n  L a v i n g  a r i s e n  i n  t l i c  T l iE O S O P l i lS T  a s  t o  
t h e  v i e w s  o f  H i n d u s  i n  g e n e r a l  u p o n  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  a n d  
d e s i r a b i l i t y  o i  h o l d i n g  c o m m u n i o n  w i t h  t h e  d e a d ,  I  b e g  
t o  s t a t e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  f a c t s :—

I n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  o f  T i n n e v e l l y  i n  t h e  M a d r a s  p r e s i d e n c y ,  

i s  a  t o w n  k n o w n  b y  t h e  n a m e  o f  S a n k a r - N a i n a r - K o v i l .  
I t  i s  f a m e d  f a r  a n d  w i d e  i u  S o u t h e r n  I n d i a ,  a s  a  l o c a l i t y  f o r  
c a s t i n g  o u t  e v i l  s p i r i t s ,  u s u a l l y  c a l l e d  “ B h u t s  ” o r  “ P i s a -  
c l i a s . ” T h e  t o w n  p a g o d a  i s  a  v e r y  g r e a t  a n d  i m p o s i n g  

e d i f i c e ,  i t s  a u t h e n t i c  r e c o r d s  e x t e n d i n g  a s  f a r  a s  t h r e e  
h u n d r e d  y e a r s  b a c k .  T h e  a r c h i t e c t u r e  o f  i t s  l a r g e  a n d  
h o a r y  Gopuvam t h o u g h ,  a  t o w e r  o f  a b o u t  2 5 0  f e e t  h i g h , —  
w o u l d  s e e m  t o  p o i n t  t o  a  f a r  e a r l i e r  o r i g i n .

I t  i s  n o t  r a r e  t o  f i n d  i n  i t s  v i c i n i t y . y o u n g  g i r l s  a n d  
g r o w n - u p  w o m e n ,  s o m e  o f  w h o m  a r e  a l r e a d y  m o t h e r s ,  
obsessed b y  “ P i s a c h a s . ” V i c t i m s  a r e  a l s o  f o u n d  a m o n g  
b o y s  o f  w e a k  i n t e l l e c t  ; b u t  t h i s  i s  m o r e  r a r e .  T h i s  o b s e s s i o n ,  
I  b e l i e v e ,  i s  w h a t  t h e y  c a l l  i n  E u r o p e  a n d  A m e r i c a  “ m e 
d i u m s h i p ?  I f  s o ,  t h e n  f a r  f r o m  e l e v a t i n g  t h e  m e d i u m  i n  t h e  

s i g h t  o f  h i s  f e l l o w - c r e a t u r e s ,  t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  t h e  d i s o r d e r  
i s  r e g a r d e d  a s  t h e  g r e a t e s t  m i s f o r t u n e  t h a t  c a n  b e f a l l  a  
H i n d u  f a m i l y ,  a n d  n o  t i m e  i s  l o s t  i n  t r y i n g  t o  c u r e  t h e  
p a r t y  s o  a t t a c k e d .  T h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  a b n o r m a l  
f a c u l t y  i n  o n e  o f  t h e  m e m b e r s  p l a c e s  n o t  o n l y  t h e  s u f f e r e r  

b u t  t h e  w h o l e  f a m i l y  e n t i r e l y  a t  t h e  m e r c y  o f  u n s c r u p u l o u s  
c h a r l a t a n s , — h e a l e r s  a n d  p r e t e n d e d  e x o r e i s e r s .  I n  t h i s ,  

o u r  c o u u t r y ,  n o  o n e — w h e t h e r  i n i t i a t e d  o r  u n i n i t i a t e d j



l e a r n e d  o r  i g n o r a n t — b e l i e v e s  i n  S p i r i t u a l i s m  i n  t h e  s e n s e  
o f  c o m m u n i o n  w i t h  t h e  d e p a r t e d  h u m a n  s p i r i t s .  O n  t h e  
c o n t r a r y ,  w e  a r e  t a u g h t  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  pure  s p i r i t s  o f  
o n r  d e a d  o n e s ,  a s  s o o n  a s  t h e y  h a v e  s h u f f l e d  o f f  t h e i r  m o i t a l  
c o i l ,  e i t h e r  e n t e r  t h e  “ p i t r i - l o k a s  ” *' o r  u p o n  a  d i f f e r e n t  
s t a g e  o f  e x i s t e n c e  a l t o g e t h e r ,  i n  a  s u b s e q u e n t  r e - b i r t h ,  f r o m  

w h i c h  t w o  s t a t e s  t h e y  c a n n o t  r e t u r n  o n  e a r t h  a s  s p i r i t s .  I t  
i s  b u t  t h e  t h i r d  c o n d i t i o n  w h i c h  a f f o r d s  t h e m  s u c h  a  p o s s i -  
b i l i t } ' ,  w h e n e v e r ,  i n  c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  a n  e v i l  c o u r s e  o f  l i f e ,  o r  
o f  a  t o o  s t r o n g ,  s i n f u l  d e s i r e  o f  l i v i n g  a t  t h e  m o m e n t  o f  
d e a t h ,  t h e i r  a n i m a l  S e l f  c h a i n s  h i m s e l f  t o  t h e  e a r t h ,  s o  t o  
s a y ,  a n d  b e c o m e s  a n  e a r t h - b o u n d  bhut o r  “  p i s a c h a  ”—  
a n  a c c u r s e d  d e v i l ,  (-j-)

I t  i.s t r u e  t h a t  a f t e r  a  p e r s o n ’s  d e a t h ,  h i s  c h i l d r e n  oi< 
k i n d r e d  o f f e r  s a c r i f i c e  i n  t h e  s h a p e  o f  jrinda ( r i c e - b a l l s )  

c a l l i n g  u p o n  t h e  n a m e  o f  t h e  d e p a r t e d  s p i r i t .  B u t  i t  i s  n o  
l e s s  t r u o  t h a t  i t  i s  a u  a r t i c l e  o f  f a i t h  b a s e d  u p o n  q u i t e  a  

d i f f e r e n t  r e a s o n  t h a n  t h e  o n e  a s s i g n e d .  N o  e d u c a t e d  p o r s o n  
w o u l d  f o r  a  m o m e n t  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  spirit  o f  t h e  d e c e a s e d  

h e a r s  h i m ,  o r — l e s s  t h a n  a l l — c a n  t a s t e  t h e  f o o d  s o  o f f e r e d .  
I t  i s  d o n e  s i m p l y  a s  a  d u t y  t o  t h e  m e m o r y  o f  t h e  d e a d ,  J 
a n d  r a t h e r  o n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  s u r v i v o r s  ; a n  a c t  b e l i e v e d  t o  
a b s o l v e  t h e m  b e f o r e  t h e  w o r l d  f r o m  t h e  d e b t  o f  o b l i g a t i o n  
t o  t h o  d e p a r t e d  ; t o  h o n o u r  h i s  memory b y  s h o w i n g  t h a t  
t h e  g r a t e f u l  r e g a r d ,  t h e  f e e l i n g s  o f  l o v e  a n d  r e v e r e n c e  
i n  t h e i r  h e a r t s ,  h a s  s u r v i v e d  t h e  t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  t h e  l o v e d  o n e  

t o  h i g h e r  r e g i o n s .  N o  o n e  h a s  e v e r  d r e a m t  t h a t  t h e  
e n f r a n c h i s e d  s p i r i t  i s  i n  a n y  w a y  b e n e f i t e d  b y  s u c h  c e r e 
m o n i e s .  I t s  karma ( m e r i t , )  a l o n e  m o u l d s  a f t e r  d e a t h  i t s  
f u t u r e  e x i s t e n c e ,  i n  i t s  n e w  s t a g e  o f  c y c l i c  p r o g r e s s i o n .  

T h e  a n n u a l  A n I f e s t i v a l  h e l d  i n  J u n e  b r i n g s  h u n d r e d s  
o f  p e r s o n s  a f f l i c t e d  w i t h  o b s e s s i o n — s o m e  a c t u a l ^ ,  o t h e r s  

o n l y  s u s p e c t e d  o f  i t — t o  t h e  t o w n  o f  S a n k a r - N a i n a r - K o v i l .  
T h e y  t h r o n g  t h e  p l a c e ,  c o m i n g  f r o m  e v e r y  d i r e c t i o n .  
A s  a  r u l e ,  t h o  v i c t i m s  b e l o n g  t o  t h e  l o w e r  c l a s s e s .  I g n o -  
r a n e e  i s  t h e  m o t h e r  o f  S u p e r s t i t i o n .  T h e  P i s a e h p i t i t -  

t a v a l  ” §  o r  “ B a d h a - a l l a v a l  ” ‘ f ( o b s e s s e d  p e r s o n s )  • a r c  
w i t h o u t  t h e  s l i g h t e s t  e d u c a t i o n ,  b e l o n g i n g  a t  b e s t  t o  
t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  c l a s s .

O n c e  t h e r e ,  w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  s i x  h o u r s  a t  n i g h t ,  
t h e  p a t i e n t s  s p e n d  i n  t h e  p a g o d a  t h e i r  w h o l e  t i m e  e n 
g a g e d  i n  h o l y  “ c h a j a n a ” o r  m e d i t a t i o n ,  a c c o m p a n i e d  b y  a  

p a r t i a l  f a s t .  T h e i r  s t a y  w i t h i n  t h e  p r e c i n c t s  o f  t h o  t e m 
p l e  s e l d o m  e x c e e d s  a  mamclala o r  a  c y c l e  o f  f o r t y  d a y s .  
E v e r y  m o r n i n g  t h e y  a r e  m a d e  t o  t a k e  a n  e a r l y  b a t h  i n  
t h e  T e m p l e - t a n k  w h o s e  w a t e r s  a r c  a s  m u r k y  a s  t h o s e  
o f  a l l  t e m p l c - t a n k s — a f t e r  w h i c h  t h e  “ m e d i u m s  ” a r e  l e d  
t o  a  s t o n o - p a v e d  mandapam ( a u  o p e n - a i r ,  s t o n e - r o o f e d  

p r a y e r  p l a t f o r m ) — o p p o s i t e  t h e  girbha-griha o r  t h e  a d y 
t u m  ( t h e  s a c r e d  r e c e s s ) .  J u s t  i n  t h e  c e n t r e  o f  t h o  man- 
dapa  i s  s i t u a t e d  a  s m a l l  c i r c u l a r  b o w l - s h a p e d  o p e n i n g ,  
n o t  a b o v e  n i n e  i n c h e s  d e e p  a n d  o n o  f o o t  i n  d i a m e t e r ,  

m a d e  t o  b a r e l y  a l l o w  o f  t l i o  a d m i t t a n c e  o f  o n e  p e r s o n .  
O n c e  s q u e e z e d  i n  i t , — e s p e c i a l l y  i f  t h e  c e r e m o n y  o f  e x o r 
c i s m  i s  p e r f o r m e d  o n  a n  e v e n i n g — n o  w o n d e r  i t  t h e  a w e 
i n s p i r i n g  s i g h t  o f  t h e  i d o l — t h e  g o d d e s s  A m m a n — l o o k i n g  

t h e  m o r e  t e r r i b l e f o r  l i e r  g a r m e n t s  o f  b a r b a r o u s  f i t ,  h e r  g e m s  
o f  g o l d ,  a n d  h e r  p e a r l  o r n a m e n t s — n o  w o n d e r ,  I  s a y ,  t h a t  
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s c e n e  t a k e s  p l a c e .  T h e  h e a v y  f u m e s  o f  t h e  

b u r n t  i n c e n s e  a n d  c a m p h o r ,  r e n d e r e d  t h e  s t r o n g e r  b y  t h e  
o v e r p o w e r i n g  o d o r  o f  j e s s a m i n e  f l o w e r s ,  a n d  t h e  h u n d r e d s

*  A b o d e  o f  S p i r i t s , — E d .

+  O u r  I i r o t h e r  S .  l l a m n s w a m i c r  i s  a  h l g h - c n s t o  B r a h m i n , o f  g o o d  S a n s k r i t  
a n d  H n g l i n l i  s c h o l a r s h i p ,  w h o s o  s t r i c t l y  o r t h o d o x  f a m i l y  i . s  c l o s e l y  c o n -  
l l c c t c d  w i t h  t i l e  H i g h  P r i e s t  o f  T r a v a n c o r c .  i l i s  o p i n i o n ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  
u p o n  t h e  s u b j e c t  i s  e n t i t l e d  t o  t h o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  o u r  W e s t e r n  r e a d e r s . — E d .

■ J "  I n  C h r i s t i a n  R u s s i a  t h e  s a m e  c u s t o m  o f  o l T c r i n g  r i c e  t o  t h e  d e a d  p r e 

v a i l s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h o  E m p i r o .  F o r  s i x  w e e k s  a f t e r  t h e  d e a t h  o f  a  p e r s o n ,  

d i s h e s  f u l l  o f  r i c o  w i t h  a  w a x  t a p e r  s t u c k  i n  t h e  m i d d l o  o f  i t  a r o  s e n t  a t  r e g u 

l a r  p e r i o d s  t o  t h o  p a r i s h  c h u r c h  o r  l a i d  o n  t h e  t o m b  o f  t h e  d e f u n c t .  T h e r e  

w i t h  t h o  r i o o  p l a e o d  n e a r ,  n m a s s  i s  s a i d  f o r  t h o  rest o f  t h o  d e p a r t e d  

a o u l  i n  o r d e r  t h a t  i t  s h o u l d  n o t  b e c o m e  a  Mnt, a  r o s t l o s s  w o n d e r i n g  s o u l  

I n  t h e  c a r t h - r c g i o n — t h o  l a t t e r  b e i n g  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e g r o a t e s t  m i s f o r t u n e .  I n  

J i o m a u  C a t h o l i c  c o u n t r i e s  i t  i s  t h e  s a r a o  t h o u g h t  o r  f e a r  f o r  t h o  s o u l ’ s  

t o r m e n t s  a t  b e i n g -  e a r t h - b o u n d  t h a t  u n d e r l i e s  t h o  c e r e m o n y  o f  t h e  F e a s t  

o f  t h e  D e a d  h e l d  t h r o u g h o u t  C h r i s t e n d o m  o n  t h o  2 n d  o f  N o v e m b e r . — E d .

§  L i t e r a l l y ,  “  d e v i l - s e i z e d , ”  o n o  t a k e n  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  b y  a  f i e n d , — E l j .

I T  H a v i n g  n n  o v i l  s p i r i t . — E d ,

o f  f l i c k e r i n g  l i g h t s  d a z z l i n g  t h e  e y e s  o f  t h o  u n f o r t u n a t e  
c r e a t u r e  b e w i l d e r  h e r  s e n s e s  a n d  b r i n g  o n  a  n e r v o u s  fi t.  
T h e  p r i e s t  w i t h  h i s  g r i m  s o l e m n  f a c e  s p r i n k l i n g  o n  h e r  
c o n s e c r a t e d  a s h e s  a n d  Jscmknma p o w d e r  m a k e s  b a d  w o r s e  

s t i l l .  L o s i n g  a l l  s e l f - c o n t r o l  t h e  “ p o s s e s s e d ” v i c t i m  
b e g i n s  w h i r l i n g  h e r  h e a d  r o u n d  a n d  r o u n d ,  p r e s e n t i n g  
w i t h  h e r  d i s h e v e l l e d  h a i r — a  s p e c t a c l e  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  a w a k e n  
t h e  p i t y  e v e n  i n  t h e  s h r i v e l l e d  h e a r t  o f  a  m i s a n t h r o p e .  
A  f e w  s e c o n d s  l o n g e r ,  a u d  d r a g g e d  o u t  o f  h e r  h o l e ,  s h e  
b e g i n s  t h e  “ p i s a c h a - d a n c e , ” a s  i t  i s  c a l l e d  ; a f t e r  w h i c h  
s h e  i s  r e q u e s t e d  t o  m a k e  r o o m  f o r  t h e  n e x t  c a n d i d a t e s ,  
w h o  p a s s  o n e  b y  o n e  t h r o u g h  t h e  s a m e  c e r e m o n y .  
H u n d r e d s  o f  p e r s o n s  c a n  b e  t h u s  s e e n  e v e r y  e v e n i n g ,  
d a n c i n g  a w a y  f o r  d e a r  l i f e  t h e i r  “ P i s a c h a  ” r e e l s ,  a n d  

t h e i r  w i t s  t o o — i f  t h e y  h a d  a n } ' .  I t  i s  a  s t r a n g e  f a c t —  
n e v e r t h e l e s s  a  t r u e  o n e — t h a t  a  p e r s o n  s o  o b s e s s e d  w h o  d o e s  

n o t  w h i r l  h i s  h e a d  i n  t h e  w a y  d e s c r i b e d  d u r i n g  a  f i t  i s  a  

ra.ra avis. A t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  bhajana t e r m ,  m o n e y  i s  l i b e r 
a l l y  s p e n t  t o  f e e d  t h e  B r a h m i n s  a n d  t h e  p o o r .  I n  a  l a r g e  
m a j o r i t y  o f  e a s e s  t h e  p a t i e n t s  g o  h o m e  c u r e d .  T h e  p a g o d a  
p e o p l e  t h o u g h  a r e  e v e r  u n w i l l i n g  t o  c o n f e s s  t h a t  a n y  o n e  
w e n t  a w a y  f r o m  t h e m  d i s a p p o i n t e d .  M e n ,  i n  t h e  w o r d s  

o f  B a c o n ,  s p e a k i n g  o f  p r o p h e c i e s , — “ m a r k  o n l y  w h e n  t h e y  
h i t ,  n o t  w h e n  t h e y  m i s s . ” O M  !
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N o w  t h a t  w e  O c c i d e n t a l  T h e o s o p h i c a l  p u p i l s ,  h a v e  b e e n  
s o  m u c h  s a t i a t e d  a s  t o  h e  s u r f e i t e d  t o  n a u H e a  o f  l a t e  w i t h  
t h e  “ t e a c h i n g s  ” o r  r a t h e r  “ c o n c e i t e d  r a v i n g s ” o f  t h o  
m i g h t y  a n d  o m n i s c i e n t  “  A d e p t ” ( J . K . ! !) w h o s o  m o t t o  
m a y  b e  t r u l y  i n s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  o l d  S c o t t i s h  s a y i n g :— -

“ Muchle noise, b u t  little woo,’
A s  t h e  U c i l  sa id ,  w h e n  ho s h a v e d  th e  soo’ ”

A l l o w  m o  t o  t r a n s c r i b e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s t o r y  o f  a n  A d o p t  
t a k e n  f r o m  t h e  p a g e s  o f  “ H enwppus Redivivm.” I t  
m a y ,  p e r h a p s ,  p r o v e  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  s e v e r a l  o f  o u r  O r i e n t a l  
f r i e n d s ,  w d io  m a y  n o t  h a v e  s e e n  i t ,  w h i l s t  to  some others 
i t  w i l l  b e  n o t h i n g  n e w  o r  s t r a n g e .

T h e  a u t h o r  a f t e r  g i v i n g  a  s h o r t  a c c o u n t  o f  N i c h o l a s  
F l a m e l ,  a  F r e n c h  H e r m e t i c  p h i l o s o p h e r  o f  t h e  f o u r t e e n t h  
c e n t u r y ,  g o e s  o n  t o  s a y  :— ■

“ P e a c e  a  l i t t l e  ; I  p r o m i s e d  y o u  s o m e  a c c o u n t  o f  F l a m e l  

t h a t  h a s  n o t  b e e n  h i t h e r t o  r e g a r d e d ,  t h a t  h a s  e s c a p e d  t h e  

n o t i c e  o f  w h o  h a v e  w r i t t e n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  H e r m e t i c  p h i l o 
s o p h e r s ,  f r o m  t h e  n o b l e  Olctus Borrichius, d o w n  t o  Abbe 
du Fresmy,  a n d  t h i s  1 a m  g o i n g  t o  g i v e  y o u .  B u t  p e r 
m i t  m e  t o  o b s e r v e ,  f i r s t ,  t h a t  m y  a c c o u n t  i s  t a k e n  f r o m  

t h e  t r a v e l s  o f  t h o  Siaur P a v l  Lucas, w h o ,  b y  o r d e r  o f  

L o u i s  X I V . ,  p a s s e d  t h r o u g h  G r e e c e ,  A s i a  M i n o r , M a c e d o n i a  

a n d  A f r i c a ,  i n  s e a r c h  o f  a n t i q u i t i e s ,  w h o  d e d i c a t e d  t h i s :  

b o o k  o f  h i s  t o  t h a t  p r i n c e ,  a n d  w h o  m u s t ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  be:  
p r e s u m e d  t o  r e l a t e  w h a t  w a s  t r u e ,  o r  w h a t  h e  t o o k  t o  b e  
t r u e  ; f o r  n o b o d y  w h o  k n e w  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  L o u i s  X I V . ,  

c a n  i m a g i n e  l i e  w o u l d  s u f f e r  a  f e l l o w  t o  u t t e r  h i s  f a l s e 
h o o d s  i n t o  t h e  w o r l d ,  u n d e r  t h e  s a n c t i o n  o f  h i s  n a m e ;  m u c h  
l e s s ,  t h a t  a f t e r  b e i n g  g u i l t y  o f  s u c h  a  p i e c e  o f  i n s o l e n c e ,  

l i e  s h o u l d  e n c o u r a g e ,  p r o t e c t ,  a n d  e m p l o y  s u c h  a  m a n ,  a s ,  
i n  f a c t ,  l i e  d i d ,  t o  t h e  v e r y  e n d  o f  h i s  r e i g n ;  a n d  t h i s  i n  
c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  t h e  r e p u t a t i o n  h e  a c q u i r e d  f r o m  t h e  p u b 
l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  v o y a g e s ,  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  w h i c h  I  a m  g o 
i n g  t o  u s e . *

I t  m a y  n o t  b e  a m i s s ,  t o  p u t  m y  r e a d e r  i n  m i n d ,  - t h a t  
I  h a v e  s t r i c t l y  k e p t  m y  w o r d .  T h e  S i c u r  L u c a s  "was no-  

H e r m e t i c  p h i l o s o p h e r ,  n o ' ’c h e m i s t ,  n o  d e e p  s t u d e n t ,  i n  t h e  
s c i e n c e s  ; a n d  i f  w c  g u e s s  f r o m  h i s  w r i t i n g s ,  n o  m a n  o f  
a r t ,  o r  a d d r e s s  ; b u t  a  b o l d ,  r o u g h ,  f r e e - s p o k e n  t r a v e l l e r , ,  
w h o  h a d  s c o n  m u c h ,  a n d  w a s  w i l l i n g  t o  t e l l  t h e  w o r l d  a l l  
h e  h a d  s e e n .  I f  f r o m  h e n c e ,  a n y  s h o u l d  b e  l e d  i n t o  a n

*  See^ th e  p re fa ce  to  t h e  b o o k  f ro m  w h ic h  t h i s  s t o r y  is taken,,  
w h ic h  is e n t i t l e d  “ I oyagc do Sicur P a u l  'Lucas, p a r  ordrc du  
l lo i  dans la Urccc Amsterdam, 1714, in 12 niOj two vol'.imear



o p i n i o n  t h a t  h e  w a s  a  c r e d u l o u s  m a n ,  a n d  m i g h t  b e  e a s i l y  
i m p o s e d  o n ,  :I  h a v e  n o t h i n g  t o  s a y  t o  t h a t  ; I  d o  n o t  i n t e n d  
t o  t u r n  a u  a d v o c a t e  f o r  t h e  s o l i d i t y  o f  a  t r a v e l l e r ’s  u n d e r 
s t a n d i n g ,  a n y  m o r e  t h a n  f o r  t h e  t r u t h  o f  H e r m e t i c  p h i l o 
s o p h y .  I  o n l y  l a y  d o w n  t h i n g s  a s  t h e y  a r e ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  a s  

t h e y  a p p e a r  t o  b e ,  a n d  l e a v e  a l l  t h e  r e s t  t o  t h e  r e a d e r ’s  

d e c i s i o n .  A l l  1 i n s i s t  u p o n  a s  t o  t h e  S i e u r  L u c a s ’s  r e l a 
t i o n  i s  t h i s ,  th a t ,  h e  c o u l d  n o t  b e  d e c e i v e d  a s  t o  t h e  m a t t e r  
o f  f a c t ; h e  c o u l d  n o t  d r e a m  o f t l i e  s t o r y  h e  h a s  t o l d  u s ;  h e  
c o u l d  n o t  s e e  i t  in  a  v i s i o n ,  a n d  a s  t o  t h e  r e s t ,  I  d o  n o t  
c o n c e r n  m y s e l f  a b o u t  i t .  l i e  m i g h t  p o s s i b l y  b e  c h e a t e d  
b y  t h e  M a h o m e d a i i  m o n k s ,  f o r  1 c a n  r e a d i l y  c o n c e i v e  

t h a t  m o n k s  o f  a l l  r e l i g i o n s  a r e  t h e  s a m e ; a n d  y e t ,  i f  a s  
g r e a t  a b s u r d i t i e s ,  a n d  m u c h  g r e a t e r  d i f f i c u l t i e s  a t t e n d  t h e  
s t o r y  i n  t h a t  l i g h t ,  t h a n  i n  a n y  o t h e r ,  I  p r e s u m e  i t  m a y  

j u s t i f y  a  h i n t  t h a t  i t  i s  n o t  i m p o s s i b l e  i t  m i g h t  b e  o t h e r 
w i s e  t h a n  s u c h  s e v e r e  c r i t i c s  m a y  b e  i n c l i n e d  t o  b e l i e v e .  
1 3 u t . i t  i3  n o w  t i m e  t o  c o m o  t o  t h e  s t o r y ,  a n d ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  I .  

s h a l l  p u t  a n  e n d  t o  m y  r e f l e c t i o n s .

. H e  i n f o r m s  u s  t h a t  b e i n g  a t  B r o u s s a ,  i n  N a t o l i a ,  a n d  
g o i n g  t o  t a k e  t h e  a i r  t o w a r d s  a  v i l l a g e  c a l l e d  B o u r n o u s  
B a c h y ,  a t  a  s m a l l  d i s t a n c e  f r o m  t h e n c e ,  i n  c o m p a n y  w i t h  
a  p e r s o n  o f  d i s t i n c t i o n ,  l i e  m e t  w i t h  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  a d v e n 
t u r e  w h i c h  I  s h a l l  r e l a t e  t o  y o u  e x a c t l y  i n  h i s  o w n  

w o r d s  :— 1 W e  w e n t  t o g e t h e r  t o  a  l i t t l e  m o s q u e , ’ s a y s  h e ,  
‘ w h e r e  o n e  o f  t h e i r  m o s t  e m i n e n t  d e r v i s e s  w a s  i n t e r r e d *  

I t  i s  a l w a y s  a  d e r v i s  t h a t  h a s  t h e  c u s t o d y  o f  s u c h  p l a c e s ,  
w h i c h  a r e ,  g e n e r a l l y  s p e a k i n g ,  p l e a s a n t l y  s i t u a t e d ,  a d o r n e d  

w i t h  g a r d e n s  a n d  f o u n t a i n s ,  a n d  o n  t h a t  a c c o u n t ,  s e t  a p a r t  
f o r  p u b l i c  w a l k s ,  a n d  p l a c e s  o f  r e c r e a t i o n .  W e  w e r e  
q u i c k l y  i n t r o d u c e d  i n t o  a  l i t t l e  c l o i s t e r ,  w h e r e  w e  f o u n d  
f o u r  d e r v i s e s ,  w h o  r e c e i v e d  u s  w i t h  a l l  i m a g i n a b l e  c i v i 
l i t y ,  a n d  d e s i r e d  u s  t o  p a r t a k e  o f  w h a t  t h e y  w e r e  
e a t i n g .  W e  w e r e  t o l d ,  w h a t  w e  s o o n  f o u n d  t o  b e  v e r y  
t r u e ,  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  a l l  p e r s o n s  o f  t h e  g r e a t e s t  w o r t h  
a n d  l e a r n i n g .  O n e  o f  t h e m ,  w h o  s a i d  h e  w a s  o f  t h e  c o u n 
t r y  o f  t h e  U s b e k s ,  ( a  t r i b e  o f  T a r t a r s )  a p p e a r e d  t o  m e  
m o r e  l e a r n e d  t h a n  t h e  r e s t ,  and I  believe verity he spoke all 
the languages in the world. A s  h e  d i d  n o t  k n o w  m e  t o  b e  
a  F r e n c h m a n ,  a f t e r  w e  h a d  c o n v e r s e d  s o m e  t i m e  i n  t h e  
T u r k i s h  l a n g u a g e ,  h e  a s k e d  m e  i f  I  c o u l d  s p e a k  L a t i n ,  
S p a n i s h ,  o r  I t a l i a n .  I  t o l d  h i m ,  t h a t  i f  l i e  p l e a s e d ,

* A n o t h e r  a u t h o r  of u n q u e s t io n a b le  i n t e g r i t y ,  an i l  one w ho  
was u n a c q u a in te d  w i th  t h i s  F r e n c h  t r av e l le r ,  c o r ro b o ra te s  som e of 
th e  s t a te m e n ts  in  th e  above n a r ra t iv e .  T h is  a u t h o r  i.s S i r  P a u l  
R y c a n t ,  w h o  s ta te s  I n  t h e  t im e  of O rclianes t h e  Second,  K i n g  of 
th e  T u rk s ,  w h o  g o v e rn ed  th i r ty - l iv e  y ea rs ,  a n d  r e ig n e d  e ig h ty - th r e e ,  
nnd d ied  in  t h e  l l e g i r a  o f  M a h o m e t  seven h u n d r e d  a n d  six teen ,  
th e r e  l ived in  P ru s a ,  t h e n  t l ie  r e g a l  sea t ,  a  fam ous  Santon,-  cal led  
H e re w i ,  w h o  used  to  w a lk  u p  a n d  dow n, a n d  a s  a u  ac t  o f  c h a r i ty ,  
to  b u y  th e  l ivers  a n d  l ig h t s  of b e a s ts  to  feed  ca ts  a n d  dogs- Ffe 
p rofessed  po v e r ty  a n d  severe  m or ti f ica t ion ,  w ith  t e a r s  a n d  sighs, 
which  he ac ted  w i th  t h a t  fervency ,  t h a t  th e  angels ,  leav in g  heaven ,  
cam e to  be  w i tn e s s  of h is  ho ly  p enance .  T h e  f a m e  o f  t h i s  m o v ed  
S u l ta n  Orclianes to  d iscourse  w i t h  h im ,  an d  to  k n o w  t h e  s to ry  of 
li is  p a s t  life, w h ich  he, sm il ing ,  b e g a n  to  recoun t ,  a n d  to ld  h im  t h a t  
h e  f o rm e r ly  w as a .k ing ,  d e r iv e d  f ro m  th e  l ine  of  M a h o m e t ,  h a d  
com passed  w i th  liis a rm s  th e  r iv e r s  of  N i lu s ,  E u p h ra t e s ,  a n d  T ig r is ,  
h a d  g o v e rn e d  p rov inces  w i th  h is  s w o rd  a n d  sc ep t re ,  h a d  b een  
t r i u m p h a n t l y  a d o rn e d  w i th  p rec ious  s to n e s  a n d  g l i t t e r i n g  a rm s ,  a n d  
h a d  m a d e  th e  world t r e m b le  a t  t h e  v e ry  m e n t io n  of h is  n a m e .  B u t  
a t  last,  cons ider ing  t h e  v a n i ty  of  t h i s  w orld ,  h e  r e so lved  on  a  s o l i ta ry  
life, .and to  r e n o u n c e  all  t h e  follies a n d  sm all  sa t i s f a c t io n  of  r ich es  
nnd e m p ty  h o n ours .  A t  which sa y ing ,  S u l t a n  O rcl ianes  w as  am azed ,  
an d  said we o u g h t  n o t  to  despise  t h o s e  who, u n d e r  t h o  gu ise  a n d  
ap p e a ra n c e  of m a d  a n d  d i s t r a c t e d  persons ,  w a n d e r  t h r o u g h  th e  
world ,  for t h e i r  v i r tu e s  a re  ra re ,  a n d  in t h i s  m a n  p a r t i c u la r ly ,  I  
d iscover  so m u c h  of sa n c t i ty ,  t h a t  I j u d g e  m y s e l f  u n w o r th y  of  t h e  
i iamo of one of h is  se rv an ts .  A n d  th i s  is t h e  r eason ,  w h y  fools a n d  
f ra n t i c  people h ave  e v e r  since been h a d  iu  h o n o u r  a n d  re v e re n c e  
a m o n g s t  th e  T u rk s ,  as  th o se  w h o m  reve la t ion  a n d  e n th u s ia s m  
ha v e  t r a n s p o r t e d  o u t  o f  th e  o rd in a ry  t e m p e r a m e n t  of  h u m a n i t y .

T h is  H e r o w i  w as ve ry  le a rn e d  a n d  e x p e r ie n c e d  in  C h e m is t ry ,  a n d  
on th o s e  w ho  professed h is  order,  a n d  e n te r e d  in to  th o  r e g u la r  life 
o f  liis re l ig ion,  in s tead  o f  aspe rs  ho b e s to w e d  go ld .  H e  w o re  a  
green vest, a n d  l ived ve ry  abs tem io u s ly ,  he  m e n d e d  h is  o w n  c lo thes ,  
au d  d ressed  th e  d ie t  for hia  c o n v e n t .  H e  endow ed  m a n y  m o sq u e s ,  
and  severa l  h o sp i ta l s  of c h a r i ty  a t  G r a n d  C a iro  a n d  B a b y lo n .  H i s  
sepu lch re  is a t  P ru s a ,  w h ich  is g re a t ly  v is i ted  b y  p i lg r im s ,  a n d  
adorned  b y  t h e  b o u n t y  a n d  m unificence  o f  th o se  w ho  re v e re n c e  th e  
m em ory  o f  t h i s  ho ly  S a n to n ,  (titatv o f  the Ottoman E m pire , II. 11, 
Cup, ^0.)

b e  m i g h t  t a l k  t o  m e  i n  I t a l i a n ;  b u t  a s  b e  s o o n  d i s c o v e r e d  
b y  m y  a c c e n t  t h a t  i t  w a s  n o t  m y  m o t h e r  t o n g u e ,  l i e  
a s k e d  m e  f r a n k l y  w h a t  c o u n t r y  I  c a m e  f r o m .  A s  s o o n  a s  
l i e  k n e w  t h a t  I  w a s  a  n a t i v e  o f  F r a n c e ,  h e  s p o k e  t o  m e  
i n  a s  g o o d  F r e n c h  a s  i f  b e  h a d  b e e n  b r o u g h t  u p  a t  P a r i s .
‘ H o w  l o n g  s i r ’, s a i d  I ,  ‘ d i d  y o u  s t a y  i n  F r a n c e  ?’ H e  

a n s w e r e d  m e ,  ‘ t h a t  h e  h a d  n e v e r  b e e n  t h e r e ,  b u t  t h a t  l i e  
h a d  a  g r e a t  i n c l i n a t i o n  t o  u n d e r t a k e  t h e  j o u r n e y . ’

I  d i d  a l l  t h a t  l a y .  i n  m y  p o w e r  t o  s t r e n g t h e n  t h a t  r e s o l u 
t i o n ,  a n d  p e r s u a d e  h i m  t o  i t ;  a n d ,  t h e r e f o r e , i n  o r d e r  t o  i n d u c e  
h i m ,  I  t o l d  h i m  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  n o  k i n g d o m  i n  t h e  w o r l d  
m o r e  p o l i s h e d  ; t h a t  s t r a n g e r s  e s p e c i a l l y  w e r e  e x t r e m e l y  
w e l l  r e c e i v e d  t h e r e ,  a n d  t h a t ,  w i t h o u t  q u e s t i o n ,  h e  w o u l d  
m e e t  w i t h  t h e  g r e a t e s t  s a t i s f a c t i o n  f r o m  t h i s  j o u r n e y .  ‘ N o ,  
n o , ’ r e t u r n e d  b e ,  ‘ I  a m  n o t  i n  s u c h  a  h u r r y  t o  m a k e  i t .  
I  s h o u l d  b e  a  f o o l  t o  f l a t t e r  m y s e l f  w i t h  a n y  s u c h  h o p e s ; 
I  a m  o n e  o f  t h e  s a g e s ,  a n d  I  k n o w  t h a t  i s  e n o u g h  t o  

h i n d e r  m e  f r o m  e n j o y i n g  q u i e t  t h e r e ,  s o  t h a t  I  a m  n o t  
l i k e l y  t o  t h i n k  a n y  m o r e  o f  t h e  m a t t e r . ’ I  t o o k  a  g r e a t  
d e a l  o f  p a i n s  t o  c o n v i n c e  h i m  t h a t  l i e  w a s  d e c e i v e d ,  t h a t  
s o m e  b a d  p e o p l e  h a d  g i v e n  h i m  i l l  i m p r e s s i o n s  o f  m y  
c o u n t r y  ; t h a t  F r a n c e ,  o n  t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  w a s  t h e  v e r y  n u r s e r y  
o f  t h e  l e a r n e d ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e  k i n g ,  w h o s e  s u b j e c t  I  h a d  

t h e  h o n o u r  t o  b e ,  w a s  t h e  g r e a t e s t  p a t r o n  o f  t h e  s c i e n c e s .  
I  w e n t  f u r t h e r  s t i l l .  I  t o l d  h i m  t h a t  t h o u g h  I  h a d  n o t  t h e  
h o n o u r  t o  b e  o f  a n y  l e a r n e d  p r o f e s s i o n  m y s e l f ,  y e t  H i s  
M a j e s t y  w a s  p l e a s e d  t o  d e f r a y  t h e  e x p e n s e s  o f  t h e  t r a v e l s  

i n  w h i c h  h e  s a w  m e  e n g a g e d ,  a n d  t h i s  w i t h  n o  o t h e r  v i e w’ © O '  t
t h a n  t o  p r o c u r e  n o t i c e s  o f  t h o s e  t h i n g s ,  t h e  k n o w l e d g e  
o f  w h i c h  r e m a i n e d  y e t  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  p e r f e c t i n g  t h e  s c i e n c e s ;  
s u c h  a s  o f  h e r b s  t h a t  m i g h t  b e  u s e f u l  i n  p h y s i c  ; a n c i e n t  
m o n u m e n t s ,  t h a t  m i g h t  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  i l l u s t r a t i o n  o f  
r e m a r k a b l e  e v e n t s ,  a n d  c o n s e q u e n t l y  s e r v e  t o  r e n d e r  
h i s t o r y  m o r e  c o m p l e t e  ; t h e  v i e w  o f  t h e  c o u n t r i e s  t h e m 
s e l v e s ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  t h e  r e c t i f y i n g  o f  g e o g r a p h i c a l  c h a r t s  ; i n  
f i n e ,  I  r a n  t h r o u g h  a l l  t h e  p r o o f s  1 c o u l d  t h i n k  o f ,  i n  
o r d e r  t o  c o n v i n c e  h i m  o f  t h e  i n c l i n a t i o n  t h a t  p r e v a i l e d  
i n  F r a n c e ,  i n  f a v o u r  o f  t h e  s c i e n c e s ,  a n d  o f  l e a r n i n g ,  a l l  o f  
w h i c h  h e  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  c l i m a t e ,  a n d  s e e m e d  t o  a p p r o v e  
o f  w h a t  I  s a i d ,  o u t  o f  p u r e  c i v i l i t y .  A t  l a s t ,  h o w e v e r ,  l i e  
s e e m e d  t o  b e  r a v i s h e d  w i t h  t h e  f i n e  t h i n g s  I  t o l d  h i m ,  a n d  
w e n t  s o  f a r  a s  t o  a s s u r e  m e  t h a t  s o m e  t i m e  o r  o t h e r  h e  w o u l d  
c e r t a i n l y  g o  t h i t h e r .  O u r  c o n v e r s a t i o n  b e i n g  e n d e d ,  t h e  

d e r v i s e s  c a r r i e d  u s  t o  t h e i r  h o u s e ,  w h i c h  w a s  a t  t h e  b o t t o m  
o f  t h e  m o u n t a i n ,  v e r y  n e a r  B o u r n o u s  B a c h y ,  w h e r e  h a v i n g  

d r u n k  c o f f e e ,  I  t o o k  m y  l e a v e  o f  t h e m ,  b u t  w i t h  a  p r o m i s e ,  

h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  I  w o u l d  s h o r t l y  c o m e  a n d  s e e  t h e m  a g a i n .

O n  t h e  1 0 t h ,  t h e  d e r v i s  w h o m  I  t o o k  f o r  a n  U s b e k  
c a m e  t o  p a y  m e  a  v i s i t .  I  r e c e i v e d  h i m  i n  t h e  b e s t  m a n n e r  
p o s s i b l e ,  a n d  a s  l i e  a p p e a r e d  t o  b e  a  v e r y  l e a r n e d ,  a s  
w e l l  a s  a  c u r i o u s  m a n ,  I  s h o w e d  h i m  a l l  t h e  m a n u s c r i p t s  I  
h a d  b o u g h t ,  a n d  h e  a s s u r e d  m e ,  t h e y  w e r e  v e r y  v a l u a b l e ,  
a n d  w r i t t e n  b y  g r e a t  a u t h o r s .  I  m u s t  s a y ,  i n  f a v o u r  o f  
t h i s  d e r v i s ,  t h a t  l i e  w a s  a  p e r s o n  e v e r y  w a y  e x t r a o r d i n a r y ,  
e v e n  t o  h i s  o u t w a r d  a p p e a r a n c e .  H e  s h o w e d  m e  a b u n d a n c e  

o f  c u r i o u s  t h i n g s  i n  p h y s i c ,  a n d  p r o m i s e d  m e  m o r e  ; b u t  
a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  h e  c o u l d  n o t  h e l p  s a y i n g  that it ivas 
necessary that I  should make some extraordinary prepara
tions on my side, in order to put myself into a condition 
° f  profiting by  the lights he was able to give mt.  T o  
j u d g e ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  l i i s  a p p e a r a n c e ,  h e  s h o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  
a  m a n  a b o u t ’ t h i r t y ,  b u t  b y  h i s  d i s c o u r s e ,  h e  s e e m e d  t o  
h a v e  l i v e d  a t  l e a s t  a  c e n t u r y ,  a n d  o f  t h i s ,  I  w a s  t h e  m o r e  
p e r s u a d e d  f r o m  t h e  a c c o u n t  h e  g a v e  m e  o f  s o m e  l o n g  

v o y a g e s  h e  h a d  m a d e .

(To be continued.)

T H E  M A N  A G  HR, O F  T H K  T H E O S O P H I S T  R E G R E T S  T O  G I V E  

n o t i c e  t h a t  t h e  " O c c u l t  W o r l d ” h a s  a l r e a d y  r u n  e n t i r e l y  o u t  

o f  p r i n t ,  a n d  h e  c a n n o t  s u p p l y  a n y  m o r e  o r d e r s  f o r  t h e  

w o r k ,  u n t i l  t h e  s e c o n d  e d i t i o n ,  w h i c h  i s  i n  p r e s s ,  i s  r e a d y  

f o r  s a l e .  W h e n  r e a d y ,  t h e  f a c t  w i l l  b e  d u l y  a n n o u n c e d  

in t h i s  journal,



THE R0S1G RU C1AN S.
T o  t h e  E d i t o r  o f  t i i k  “  T i i E o s o r m s T . ”

I  "ivo below irn account of a curious adventure  which I  lmve 
ex tracted  verbatim from Chnmbcrs’s “ Domestic  A nnuls of 

Scotland,” Vol I I .  p. 3 9 4 ,  under dnte A. D. 1G78, as it may 

prove entertainin'' to some o f  y our renders.
1 would add th a t  Lord Fountainhnll,  from whose diary 

Chambers quotes, was an em inent Scottish law y er nnd w riter  on 

judicial m atters  of the seventeenth century.

I  nm, yours faithfully,

P .  J .  G .
H yderabad, Deccan, 1 9 th  December, 1 8 8 1 .

F o u n t a i n h a l l  s a y s : “ A s  f o r  t h e  r e n c o n t r e  b e t w e e n  
M r .  W i l l i a m s o n ,  s c h o o l m a s t e r  a t  C u p a r  ( l i e  h a s  w r i t  a  
g r a m m a r ) ,  a n d  t h e  l l o s i c r u c i a n s ,  I  n e v e r  t r u s t e d  i t  t i l l  I  
h e a r d  i t  f r o m  h i s  o w n  s o n ,  w h o  i s  p r e s e n t  m i n i s t e r  o f  

K i r k a l d y . ”
A stranger coming to Cupar called for Mr, Williamson, and they 

went t.o drink together nt a tavern. AVlien the reckoning came to 
be paid, the stranger whistled for spirits, and one in the shape of 
a boy came aud gave him some gold. I t  is to bo remarked th a t  no 
servant had been seen attending the stranger while riding into the 

town, or at  his inn. _ ,
“ H e  c a u s e d  h i s  s p i r i t s  n e x t  d a y  t o  b r i n g  h i m  n o b l e

G r e e k  w i n e s  f r o m  t h e  P o p e ’s  c e l l a r ,  a n d  t e l l  t h e  f r e s h e s t
n e w s  t h e r e  w a s  a t  R o m e .  S o m e  t i m e  a f t e r ,  M r ,
W i l l i a m s o n ,  b e i n g  t h e n  i n  L o n d o n ,  a n d  p a s s i n g  a l o n g
L o n d o n  B r i d g e ,  h e a r d  h i m s e l f  c a l l e d  b y  n a m e ,  a n d ,  t u r n i n g
a b o u t ,  d i s c o v e r e d  i t  w a s  h i s  l l o s i c r u c i a n .  A t  t h e  l e q u e s t
o f  t h e  s t r a n g e r ,  h e  m e t  h i m  a t  d i n n e r  i n  a  h o u s e  t o  w h i c h
l i e  w a s  d i r e c t e d ,  a n d  t h e r e  f o u n d  a  m a g n i f i c e n t l y  s p r e a d
t a b l e ,  w i t h  a  c o m p a n y  o f  g o o d  f a s h i o n ,  a l l  b e i n g  s e r v e d
b y  s p i r i t s .  I h e  c o n v e r s a t i o n  t u r n e d  o n  t h e  a d v a n t a g e  o f
bein<T s e r v e d  b y  s p i r i t s ,  a n d  M r .  W i l l i a m s o n  w a s  a s k e d
t o  j o i n  t l i e i r  h a p p y  s o c i e t y  ; b u t  h e  s t a r t e d  b a c k  w i t h
d i s m a y ,  w h e n  i t  w a s  m e n t i o n e d  a s  a  n e c e s s a r y  p r e l i m i n a r y

t h a t  l i e  s h o u l d  (ibsincct his spivvt fvom all 'Dicitci'iahty,
a n d  r e n o u n c e  h i s  b a p t i s m .  I n  h i s  a l a r m ,  h e  f e l l  a t
p r a y i n g ,  w h e r e u p o n  t h e y  a l l  d i s a p p e a r e d .  l i e  w a s  t h e n
i n  a  n e w  a l a r m ,  d r e a d i n g  t o  h a v e  t o  p a y  a  h u g e  r e c k o n i n g  ;
b u t  t h e  b o y  w h o  a n s w e r e d  l i i s  s u m m o n s  t o l d  h i m  t h a t
‘ t h e r e  w a s  n o t h i n g  t o  p a y ,  f o r  t h e y  h a d  d o n e  i t ,  a n d  w e r e

c o n e  a b o u t  t h e i r  a f f a i r s  i n  t h e  c i t y .© .
I t  is barely necessary to remark to those who have seen, and 

believed iu the wonders of what is called electro-biology, there is 
nothing in Air. Williamsons case which might not be explained ou 
tha t principle--namely, a condition of brain artificially produced, 
iu which tho suggestion of objects aud events is enough to make 
the patient believo them real.

Editor's Note.— In this instance we ngreo with  M r .  “ P. J .
G ." us in each case “ noble G reek  wines from the P o p e ’s c e l l a r ” 
were freely drunk. B u t  we have o ther  enses on record, the 

facts in which could never be explained away by “ electro- 

biologry.”

P l t O F K S S O R  . B A 1U I E T T ,  O F  D U I S L I N  I J  N I  V I ' !  R  S I V  — ■ 0  N '  E  O F  

s e v e r a l  m e n  o f  s c i e n c e  w h o  h a v e  b e e n  S t u d y i n g  m o d e r n  
S p i r i t u a l i s m  a n d  g i v e n  i n  t h e i r  a d h e s i o n  t o  i t s  c l a i m s — • 
w r i t e s  t o  Light t h a t  “  I t  i s  t h e  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  w i t h  
S p i r i t u a l i s m  a s  a  g o a l  o f  f a i t h  t h a t  l i a s  l e d  t o  t h e  g r o w t h  
o r  r e v i v a l  o f  T h e o s o p h y  * * * ” . T h i s  i s  s t r i c t l y  t r u e .  
T h e o s o p h i c a l  v i e w s  h a v e  b e e n  a c c e p t e d  b y  s o m e  o f  t h o  
m o s t  i n t e l l i g e n t  a n d  a b l e s t  S p i r i t u a l i s t s ,  b e c a u s e  t h e y  
a l o n e  a f f o r d  a  r a t i o n a l  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  p h a s e s  o f  t h e  p h e n o 
m e n a  w h i c h  h a v e  a l w a y s  b e e n  a n  o p p r o b r i u m  a n d  d e s p a i r  

t o  t h e  f r i e n d s  o f  t h a t  g r e a t  m o v e m e n t .  T h e  c a r d i n a l  i d e a  
o f  t h e o s o p h i c a l  s c i e n c e  i s  t h a t  n o t h i n g  i s  S f / j o c r - n a t u r a l ,  

a n d  m i r a c l e  i s  i m p o s s i b l e  ; a n d  t h i s  i s  c a r r i e d  s o  f a r  a s  
t o  m a k e  u s  d e m a n d  t h e  c l e a r e s t  a n d  m o s t  i r r e f r a g i b l e  
p r o o f s  t h a t  t h e  m e d i u m i s t i e  p h e n o m e n a  are p r o d u c e d  b y  
s p i r i t s  o f  t h e  d e a d ,  a n d  not  b y  o t h e r  N a t u r e  f o r c e s  a n d  
b y  t h e  w i l l  o f  t h e  l i v i n g .  A s  t o  t h e  e t h i c s  o f  T h e o s o p h y  
t h e r e  i s  n o  s p e c i a l  c o d e .  W e  c u l l  f r o m  a l l  t h e  a n c i e n t  

f a i t h s  t l i e i r  n o b l e s t  p i o r a l  p r e c e p t s ,  t l i e i r  j p r o f o u n d e s t  dicta

o f  w i s d o m  a n d  l e a v e  t h e  w o r l d  t o  p r o f e s s  a n d  l i v e  u p  t o  
t h a t  w h i c h  t o  e a c h  s e e m s  s o u n d e s t  a n d  b e s t .

G L E A N IN G S FROM THE WORKS OF SWAMI  
D A Y  A N  A N D  SARAS WAT I *

PENSEllO.SO.”•

Translator’s Preface.
W h a t  m a k e s  t h e  N e w  D i s p e n s a t i o n  B r a h m o s  e x t o l  

t h e  C h r i s t i a n s ’ J e s u s  a b o v e  a l l  o t h e r  r e l i g i o u s  t e a c h e r s ,  
s i n c e  t h e y  d o  n o t  b e l i e v e  i n  h i s  " m i r a c l e s ” ? j - I s  i t  t h e  
i n f l u e n c e  o f  E n g l i s h  e d u c a t i o n ,  o r  i s  i t  b u t  a  p r u d e n t  p o l i c y  
t h a t  s u g g e s t s  t o  t h e  n e w  s e c t a r i a n s  t h e  e x p e d i e n c y  o f  g a i n 
i n g  t h e  s y m p a t h y  a n d  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  c o m m u 
n i t y  ? T h e s e  a r e  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  w h i c h  s u g g e s t  t h e m s e l v e s  
t o  e v e r y  i m p a r t i a l  a n d  u n p r e j u d i c e d  t h i n k e r .  I f  J e s u s  

i s  t o  b e  v e n e r a t e d  s o l e l y  f o r  h i s  s e l f - s a c r i f i c e ,  h i s  m e e k n e s s  
a n d  h u m i l i t y ,  t h e n  h a v e  w e  h a d  m a n y  s n g e s  i n  o u r  o w n  
c o u n t r y , — n a y ,  s o m e  s u c h  t h e r e  a r e  y e t  t o  b e  f o u n d ,  e v e n  
i n  o u r  d a y s , — w h o  p o s s e s s e d  a l l  o f  t h e  s a i d  v i r t u e s  i n  a  s t i l l  
h i g h e r  d e g r e e .  T h e  l a t t e r  b e i n g  s o  s l i g h t e d  a n d  m a d e  
s u b s e r v i e n t  t o  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  S a v i o u r ,  w h o s e  h i s t o r y  s h o w s  

n o  o t h e r  c l a i m  t o  s u p e r i o r i t y  o v e r  o u r  m o d e r n  s a g e s  t h a n  

t h a t  v e r y  e q u i v o c a l  o n e  o f  w o r k i n g  “ m i r a c l e s / ’J — t h e  
a b o v e  q u e s t i o n  b e c o m e s  s t i l l  m o r e  s i g n i f i c a n t .

I n s t e a d  o f  c o m p a r i n g  J e s u s  w i t h  t h e  Ri)<his o f  t h e  p a s t  

a g e s ,  t h e  a u t h e n t i c i t y  o f  w h o s e  h i s t o r y  m a n y  m a y  d o u b t ,  
w h y  n o t  e s t a b l i s h  s u c h  a  c o m p a r i s o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  a n c i e n t  
J e w i s h  a n d  o u r  c o n t e m p o r a r y  H i n d u  r e f o r m e r — D a y a n a n d  

S a r a s w a t i .  W e  w i l l  n o w  s e e  h o w  f a r  t h e  a n a l o g y  h o l d s  
g o o d  b e t w e e n  t h e  t w o .  M e a n w h i l e ,  I  b e g  t o  s t a t e  m o s t  
d i s t i n c t l y  t h a t  i t  i s  n o t  m y  i n t e n t i o n  t o  l a y  a n y  c l a i m  fo r  
a d o r a t i o n  o u  b e h a l f  o f  S w a m i  D a y a n a n d .  “ A  m a n  o f  
g e n i u s  a n d  v i r t u e  i s  b u t  a  m a n , ” a n d  i t  w o u l d  b e  f o l l y  t o  
e x p e c t  t o  i i n d  e v e r y  v i r t u e  a n d  p e r f e c t i o n  e q u a l l y  d e 
v e l o p e d  i n  e v e r y  m a n .  H o w e v e r  g o o d  S w a m i  D a y a n a n d  

S a r a s w a t i ’s  m o r a l  c h a r a c t e r ,  l i e  c a n n o t  b e  h e l d  a l t o g e t h e r  
f r e e  f r o m  h u m a n  w e a k n e s s e s .  B u t ,  n o  m o r e  c a n  t h e  c h a r 
a c t e r  o f  J e s u s ,  a s  a  man ,— e s t i m a t i n g  i t  f r o m  t h e  i n c i d e n t 
a l  a n d  c o n t r a d i c t o r y  a c c o u n t s ,  g i v e n  o f  i t  b y  h i s  d e v o t e d  
f o l l o w e r s ,  a n d  i n  a n  a g e  w h e n  c r i t i c a l  a n a l y s i s  w a s  u n 
k n o w n — b e  h e l d  a l t o g e t h e r  f r e e  f r o m  b l e m i s h .  O f  o u r  
c o n t e m p o r a r y ,  h o w e v e r , — D a y a n a n d  S a r a s w a t i — w e  k n o w  
b o t h  h i s  g r e a t  v i r t u e s  a n d  h i s  w e a k  p o i n t s .  T h e  l a t t e r  
w e  p r o p o s e  t o  s p e c i f y  f u r t h e r  o n .

D a y a n a n d  S a r a s w a t i  w a s  b o r n  a  B r a h m i n ,  a n  h e i r  t o  a  

l a r g e  e s t a t e ,  w h i c h ,  h a d  l i e  b u t  s o  w i s h e d  i t ,  l i e  n u g l i t  
h a v e  w e l l  e n j o y e d .  S e e i n g ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e  c o r r u p t i o n s  t h a t  
b a d  c r e p t  i n t o  t h e  c r e e d  o f  h i s  f o r e f a t h e r s ,  h e  a b a n d o n e d  
t h e  c o m f o r t s  o f  h i s  p a r e n t s ’ h o u s e ,  a n d  i n  t h e  p r i m e  o f  
y o u t h ,  j u s t  w h e n  l i e  w a s  a b o u t  t o  b e  m a r r i e d , — a  p e r i o d ;  
w h i c h  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  b e  t h e  h a p p i e s t  o n e  i n  o u r  l i v e s , — ■ 
h e  v o l u n t a r i l y  c h o s e  t o  e n c o u n t e r  i n s t e a d ,  t h e  g r e a t e s t  
p r i v a t i o n s  a n d  h a r d s h i p s  o f  Yoga l i f e .  H e  d i d  a l l  t h i s  i n  
t h e  m e r e  h o p e  o f  f i n d i n g  o u t  t h e  t r u t h ,  t o  s e a r c h  f o r  

w h i c h  a n d  m a k e  h u m a n i t y  b e n e f i t  b y  i t ,  l i e  h e n c e f o r t h  
d e v o t e d  h i s  w h o l e  l i f e .

J e s u s ,  o n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  w a s  t h e  s o n  o f  a n  o b s c u r e  a n d  

p o o r  m a n .  J e s u s  h a d  t o  e a r n  h i s  b r e a d  b y  t h e  s w e a t  o f  
l i i s  b r o w  f o r  y e a r s  b e f o r o  h e  b e g a n  t o  p r e a c h  h i s  d o c 
t r i n e s .  I t  i s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  e v i d e n t  t h a t  t h e  p o s i t i o n ,  i n  w h i c h  
l i e  w a s  b o r n ,  h a d  n o t h i n g  t o  a t t r a c t  h i m .  T h e  l i f e  o f  a  p o o r  
w o r k i n g  m a n  i s  a l w a y s  h a r d  a n d  f u l l  o f  t r o u b l e ,  a n d  b u t  
f e w  c a n  a t t a c h  a n y  v a l u o  t o  i t .  B u t  w h a t  w i l l  n o t  a  
m a n  d o  f o r  t h e  s a k e  o f  f a m e  ? D o e s  n o t  H i s t o r y  f u r n i s h  

u s  w i t h  n u m e r o u s  i n s t a n c e s  i n  w h i c h  m e n  h a v e  s a c r i f i c e d  
t h e i r  v e r y  l i v e s  t o  g a i n  f a m e ,  t o  g l o r i f y  t h e i r  f a i t h  o r  s i m 

* Tho oruinont Founder of the Arya Samaj,—Hu.
+ I beg to stnto fit onco th a t 1 have no desire to fltinoy either thd 

jVcw Brahmofl or *ho Chri.stinns ; the la tte r  will find th a t 1
liavo considered (Jhrint from the “ Now D ispensation’' not thoir point of 
ricw . For many Brnhmos personally, I ontorfcnin a  vory high regard, 
though 1 could novcr persuade myself to asquiosoo iu their ra ther buuglcd* 
up ideas of Jesus Christ.— II Prnseroxo.

X To a Christian, of course, liis superiority is due to a quite distinct 
consideration—his relation and evcu identity with God, as his “ be
gotten s o u rawrosQt '



p l y  t o  d o  w h a t  t h e y  r e g a r d e d  a s  t h e i r  d u t y  ? S i n c e  t h e  

Jfew Diapensationists n e i t h e r  b e l i e v e  i n  t h e  d o c t r i n e  o f  
a t o n e m e n t  b y  t h e  b l o o d  o f  C h r i s t ,  n o r  t h a t  J e s u s  i s  t h e  
■ very  G o d  h i m s e l f — h o w  c a n  t h e y ,  i n  t h e  n a m e  o f  l o g i c  a n d  
j u s t i c e ,  g i v e  t o  h i m  t h e  p r e c e d e n c e  o v e r  a l l  o t h e r  g r e a t  
m e n  ? W h i l e  i n  t l i e  f o u r  C h r i s t i a n  G o s p e l s ,  w e  f i n d  a b u n 
d a n t  p r o o f s  t h a t  J e s u s  s h r a n k  f r o m  d e a t h  a n d  p r a y e d  t h a t  

l i i s  l i f e  s h o u l d  b e  s p a r e d — w e  h a v e  a u t h e n t i c a t e d  e v i d e n c e  

t o  s h o w  t h a t  S w a m i  D a y a n a n d  w a s  n e v e r  a f r a i d  o f  d e a t h  
a n d  w a s  e v e r  r e a d y  t o  r i s k  h i s  l i f e .  H i s  o n l y  a n x i e t y  h a s  

b e e n  t o  s e e  t h e  w o r k  o f  r e f o r m a t i o n  t o  w h i c h  h e  h a s  w e d 
d e d  h i s  l i f e ,  a t  l a s t  p a r t i a l l y  a c c o m p l i s h e d  b e f o r e  h i s  d e a t h .  
B u t  h u m a n  n a t u r e  i s  p r o v e r b i a l l y  w i c k e d ,  a n d  o b d u r a t e  
h e a r t s  w i l l  e v e r  d e t e s t  t r u t h .  T h e r e  a r e  m e n  i n  I n d i a  
w h o ,  s e e k i n g  h i s  d e a t h ,  h a v e ,  u p o n  s e v e r a l  o c c a s i o n s ,  
a c t u a l l y  a d m i n i s t e r e d  p o i s o n  t o  h i m , — h a p p i l y  w i t h o u t  
s u c c e s s . *

O f  S w a m i ’s  p i e t y ,  n o  o n e  i n t i m a t e l y  a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  

h i m  c a n  e v e r  d o u b t .  I n  t h i s ,  i f  h e  h a s  n o t  o u t d o n e  

J e s u s ,  h e  i s ,  a t  l e a s t ,  t o  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  o n  a  p a r  w i t h  h i m .  
A s  J e s u s  s p e n t  a  p a r t  o f  h i s  l e i s u r e  i n  p r e a c h i n g  h i s  
v i e w s ,  s o  D a y a n a n d  s p e n d s  h i s  t i m e  i n  p r e a c h i n g ,  a n d  
m o r e o v e r ,  i n  w r i t i n g  w h a t  h e  p r e a c h e s ,  i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t ,  
y i e l d i n g  t h e  p a l m  b u t  t o  t h o s e  m e n ,  w h o s e  w h o l e  t i m e  
i s  o c c u p i e d  i n  s i l e n t  d e v o t i o n  a n d  c o n s t a n t  a c t s  o f  c h a r i t y .
I  b e l i e v e  t h o u g h ,  t h a t  p r e a c h i n g  a n d  w r i t i n g  b o o k s  o n  
r e l i g i o n  a n d  t r u e  m o r a l i t y ,  w i t h  t h e  o b j e c t  o f  b e n e f i t i n g  
m a n k i n d ,  c a n  b e  r i g h t l y  r e g a r d e d  a s  o n e  o f  t h e  g r a n d e s t  
n e t s  o f  c h a r i t y .

O u r  C a l c u t t a  a d m i r e r s  o f  C h r i s t  a r g u e  t h a t  h i s  l o v e  f o r  
m a n k i n d  w a s  m a n i f e s t  f r o m  h i s  p r a y i n g  t o  h i s  F a t h e r  

t h a t  t h o s e  w h o  s u b j e c t e d  h i m  t o  t o r t u r e  a n d  i n f a m y ,  
m i g h t  b e  f o r g i v e n ,  a s  “ t h e y  k n e w  n o t  w h a t  t h e y  d i d . ” 
T h i s  i s  c e r t a i n l y  a n  a c t  o f  a d m i r a b l e  f o r b e a r a n c e .  B u t  
w e r e  h i s  k n o w l e d g e  o f  h u m a n  n a t u r e  i n  t h e  l e a s t  k e e n ,  
t h e n  m u s t  h e  h a v e  w e l l  k n o w n  t h a t  a d h e r e n c e  t o  t h e  l a s t  
m o m e n t  o f  h i s  l i f e  t o  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  c h a r i t y  a n d  f o r g i v e n e s s  

i n c u l c a t e d  b y  h i m s e l f  w a s  t h e  s u r e s t  m e a n s  o f  g a i n i n g  

t h e  w o r l d ’s  s y m p a t h y ,  a n d  o f  a t t r a c t i n g  a  l a r g e r  n u m b e r  

o f  f o l l o w e r s  t h a n  h e  o t h e r w i s e  w o u l d .  H a v i n g  o n c e  
c o m m a n d e d  h i s  d i s c i p l e s  t o  s u f f e r  w i t h o u t  e v e r  s e e k i n g  
f o r  r e t a l i a t i o n ,  w h a t  w o n d e r  t h a t  h e  s h o u l d  h a v e  p e r s o n a l 
l y  e x e m p l i f i e d  h i s  o w n  t e a c h i n g  ?

T h e  n e x t  v i r t u e  f o r  w h i c h  J e s u s  i s  e x t o l l e d  b y  t h e  N e w  
D i a p e n s a t i o n i s t s  i s  h i s  g r e a t  h u m i l i t y ,  a n d  t h e  i n j u n c t i o n  
t o  h i s  d i s c i p l e s  t o  b e  “ m e e k  a n d  l o w l y . ” B u t  w h a t  
b e t t e r  p o l i c y  c o u l d  h e  h a v e  f o l l o w e d  u n d e r  t h e  c i r c u m 
s t a n c e s ,  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  a g e  h e  l i v e d  i n ,  t h a n  t o  s i l e n t l y  
6 u b m i t  t o  u n a v o i d a b l e  i n s u l t s  ? H e  c o u l d  n o t  p o s s i b l y  
c l a i m  a n y  a u t h o r i t y  o v e r  t h e  J e w s  ; a n d  i f  h e  l i m i t e d  h i s  
p r e t e n s i o n s  t o  t h e  t i t l e  o f  a  “ s p i r i t u a l ” K i n g ,  i t  i s  
b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t ,  h a d  h e  a s s u m e d  a n y  o t h e r ,  h i s  
m o v e m e n t s  w o u l d  h a v e  a c q u i r e d  a  p o l i t i c a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e ,  
a n d  h i s  l i b e r t y  a n d  v e r y  l i f e  m i g h t  h a v e  b e e n  j e o p a r d i s 
e d  b y  i t .  H i s  o n l y  a l t e r n a t i v e  w a s  t o  a s s u m e  h u m i l i t y  
a n d  m e e k n e s s ; w h y  t h e n  s h o u l d  n e c e s s i t y  b e  c o n s t r u e d  
i n t o  a  v i r t u e  ? D a y a n a n d ,  o n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  w a s  a  
r i c h  m a n  a n d  b e c a m e  a  aannyasi— n o w  l i v i n g  011 a l m s .

* When at Meerut, Swamijee told us before numerous witnesses 
th a t  not only poison had been administered to him, but tha t a man 
had once tried to kill him with a sword. Having penetrated into 
the room where Dayanand slept, he could not find him, and so was 
frustrated in his evil object. The Yogi—said Swami explaining 
to us Yoga Philosophy— “ can have no fear of either of steel or poi
son.” In  Kajputana, near Mount Abu, he knew, ho said, a great 
Yogi who could swallow with impunity any amount of the most 
violent poison. This statement will be sneered at  and challenged by 
sceptics and missionaries. Nevertheless and notwithstanding the 
distinct statement in M ark (X V I— 18). . .“and if they (the Apostles) 
drink of any deadly thing, it shall not h u r t  them”...we are afraid 
that were two men —a Yogi and a padri—forced to swallow 
prussic acid, he who would tremble least would be the Yogi.— Ed.

t  I f  our correspondent will go so much out of his way to dive 
into the mists of Ancient History, to find examples of tho most 
unalloyed self-sacrifice and devotion to Humanity, why does he 
not take Gautama Buddha as a pendant to Swami Dayanand / la 
i t  because the latter would lose in the cornjKii ison, or th a t  tlio doc
trines preached by the great “ World’s Saviour ” are entirely antag
onistic to, and would unavoidably upset, those of the author of tho 
“  Ved» Bliashya” f—Ed.

H e  d o e s  n o t  e v e n  t o u c h  m o n e y .  H e  c o v e r s  h i s  b o d y  w i t h  

t h e  c o a r s e s t  r a i m e n t s  a n d  i s  a s  h u m b l e  i n  h i s  m o d e  o f  
l i f e  a s  J e s u s  e v e r  c o u l d  b e .  T h e  c h a r g e  t h a t  d u r i n g  h i s  
l e c t u r e s  h e  o f t e n  b e t r a y s  e g o t i s t i c  a n d  a n g r y  f e e l i n g s  i s  
f r e q u e n t l y  b r o u g h t  a g a i n s t  h i m .

I  p r e f e r  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  h i s  a n g e r  i s  n o t  r e a l ,  b u t  t h a t  

h e  r e s o r t s  t o  e m p h a s i s  t o  i m p r e s s  h i s  h e a r e r s  t h e  m o r e .  
A t  a n y  r a t e  h e  d o e s  n o  m o r e  t h a n  J e s u s  d i d ,  w h e n  c a l l i n g '  
P e t e r  “ S a t a n , ” h i s  s c o f f e r s — “ a  g e n e r a t i o n  o f  v i p e r s , ' ’ 
c o m m i t t i n g  a n  a s s a u l t  u p o n  t h e  m o n e y - c h a n g e r s  i n  t h e  
t e m p l e ,  a n d  c u r s i n g  a n  i n n o c e n t  f i g - t r e e .  I f  t o  i l l u s t r a t e  
h i s  v i e w s  t h e  b e t t e r ,  S w a m i  o f t e n  c i t e s  f r o m  h i s  o w n  
p e r s o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e ,  p u t t i n g  h i m s e l f  f o r w a r d  a s  a n  e x e m 
p l a r ,  i n  w h a t  r e s p e c t  d o e s  h e  s o  e r r  ? I f ,  i n s t e a d  o f  l i i s  
o w n ,  h e  s h o u l d  c i t e  t h e  h i s t o r i e s  o f  t h e  r e f o r m e r s , — D l i r u v a  
o r  C h a i t a n y a , — b o t h  o f  w h o m  a r e  s t r o n g l y  m i x e d  u p  w i t h  
m y t h i c a l  l o r e  a n d  e x a g g e r a t i o n ,  h e  w o u l d  f a i l  t o  m a k e  
a n y  l a s t i n g  i m p r e s s i o n  u p o n  t h e  h e a r t s  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  

g e n e r a t i o n .  I n  o u r  d a y s  w e  r e j e c t  a s  f a l s e  a l m o s t  a n y  

t h i n g  t h a t  i s  n o t  s u p p o r t e d  b y  m o d e r n  i n s t a n c e s  o r  a t 
t e s t e d  b y  a u t h e n t i c  h i s t o r y .

I f  t h e n ,  t h e  N e w  D i s p e n s a t i o n  B r a h m o s  p a y  t h e i r  
r e v e r e n c e  t o  J e s u s  o n l y  f o r  t h e  s a k e  o f  Ids v i r t u e s ,  w h y  d o  
t h e y  n o t  d o  t h e  s a m e  i n  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  g r e a t  Y o g i s  a n d  
B r a h m a c l i a r i s  o f  t h i s  c o u n t r y  w h o  h a v e  p o s s e s s e d  t h o  
s a m e  v i r t u e s  i n  a  p r e - e m i n e n t  d e g r e e  ? A s  m e n ,  n e i t h e r  
D a y a n a n d  n o r  a n y  o t h e r  p e r s o n  i s  e n t i t l e d  t o  a n y  h o m a g e  
b e y o n d  w h a t  c o u l d  b e  p o s s i b l y  o f f e r e d  t o  f a l l i b l e  m a n ,  o n o  
o f  o u r  o w n  e r r i n g  m a n k i n d .  N o r  c o u l d  a n y t h i n g  b e  

f u r t h e r  f r o m  D a y a n a n d ’s  t h o u g h t s  t h a n  t h e  a m b i t i o n  o f  
r e c e i v i n g  a d o r a t i o n .  T h e  o b j e c t  o f  m y  m a k i n g  t h e  a b o v e  
a n a l o g y  b e t w e e n  J e s u s  a n d  D a y a n a n d  i s  s i m p l y  t h i s .  
U n l e s s  w e  a d m i t  i n  C h r i s t  s o m e t h i n g  h i g h e r  t h a n  m o r o  
h u m a n  v i r t u e s  d e v e l o p e d  b j  s e l f - e x e r t i o n  ; a n d ,  u n l e s s  w e  
b e l i e v e  t h a t  h e  w a s  p o s s e s s e d  o f  d i v i n e ,  “ s u p e r n a t u r a l ”  
p o w e r s ,  w e  w i l l  f i n d  m a n y  m e n  a s  n o b l e ,  a s  g o o d  a n d  a s  
v i r t u o u s  a s  h e  i s  s h o w n  t o  u s  t o  h a v e  b e e n .  *  I f  t h e  
B r a h m o s  d o  n o t  b e l i e v e  i n  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  Revelation, t h e n  

t h e y  c a n n o t  h o l d  t h e  B i b l e  i n  a n y  h i g h e r  r e s p e c t  t h a n  

t h e  V e d a s .  T h e  H i n d u  s c r i p t u r e s ,  i f  c o r r e c t l y  u n d e r s t o o d ,  
w i l l  b e  f o u n d  t o  i n c u l c a t e  a s  m o n o t h e i s t i c  a  r e l i g i o n  a s  
t h a t  o f  t h e  J e w s ,  w i t h  t h e  h i g h e s t  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  m o r a l 
i t y  t a u g h t  i n  t h e m  b e s i d e s ; p r i n c i p l e s  w h i c h  i f  f o u n d  i n  
t h e  N e w  T e s t a m e n t  a r e  m o s t  c o n s p i c u o u s l y  a b s e n t  f r o m  
t h e  O l d  T e s t a m e n t .

T r u e ,  o u r  V e d a s  a r e  f a r  m o r e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  u n d e r s t a n d .  
E v e n  o u r  m o s t  r e n o w n e d  O r i e n t a l  p o e m s  a r e  w r i t t e n  i n  
s u c h  a n  i n f l a t e d ,  f i g u r a t i v e  p h r a s e o l o g y ,  t h a t  t h e i r  r e a l  
m e a n i n g  i s  i n c o m p r e h e n s i b l e  t o  o n e  w h o  w o u l d  a d h e r e  b u t  
t o  t h e  d e a d  l e t t e r  o f  t h e  t e x t .  T h e  m o s t  a b s u r d  o f  t h o  
e p i s o d e s  i n  t h e  Mahabharuta a r e  b u t  h i s t o r i c a l  f a c t s  

d e p i c t e d  i n  a l l e g o r i e s  a n d  p a r a b l e s ,  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  
t h e  c u s t o m  o f  t h o s e  r e m o t e  a g e s .  W r i t t e n  i n  a  l a n g u a g e  

o f  m e t a p h o r s  w h i c h  h a v e  n o w  b e c o m e  t o o  a n t i q u a t e d  a n d  
a b s t r u s e  t o  b e  e a s i l y  u n d e r s t o o d  b y  t h e  n o i l - i n i t i a t e d  
r e a d e r ,  t h e y  a r e  g e n e r a l l y  m i s i n t e r p r e t e d .  T l i e  Vedas 
a r e  w r i t t e n  i n  t h e  s a m e  l i t e r a r y  s t y l e .  T o  u n d e r s t a n d  
t h e m ,  r e q u i r e s  a  p r o f o u n d  f a m i l i a r i t y  w i t h  o u r  A r y a n  

m o d e  o f  t h i n k i n g .  N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  t h e  v a r i o u s  r e v o l u 
t i o n s  t h a t  c o n v u l s e d  f r o m  t i m e  t o  t i m e  t h i s  c o u n t r y ,  
i t s  r a c e s  a n d  r e l i g i o n ,  a n d  i n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  
m a n y  f o r e i g n  w o r d s  a n d  l a n g u a g e s ,  t h i s  m o d e  o f  t h i n k i n g  
o f  t h e  H i n d o o s ,  a n d  t h e i r  p e c u l i a r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e i r  
p h r a s e o l o g y  h a v e  n o t  s i n c e  t h e n  m u c h  c h a n g e d .  W i t h  
n e a r l y  a l l  o f  t h e  n a t i o n s  o f  E u r o p e ,  t h e  i n o d e s  o f  t h e  e x 
p r e s s i o n  o f  t h o u g h t  a r e  n e a r l y  i d e n t i c a l : n o t  s o  i n  I n d i a .  
I n  h i s  e f f o r t s  t o  l e a r n  t h e  E n g l i s h  l a n g u a g e ,  t h o  H i n d u  
f i n d s  a n  a l m o s t  i n s u r m o u n t a b l e  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  m a s t e r i n g

• Quito recently, tb e  E dito r of this Journal wa.s suspcctcd by arcvor- 
end gontlcraan—whoso kind and polito le tte r sho gratefully  begs to 
ttcknowlodgo—of shu tting  out from tho columns of this journal “ tho 
othor sido of th ings”— viz.* Defence of C hristianity. Ilcro  is a good 
chance for intelligent missionaries, and o ther Christians to defend Jesus— 
as a man, not as a 0W , of conrso, for the la tte r  is a m atter of absoluto 
faith  und ineapablo of demonstration. And it  is as good an opportunity 
for us to prove our perfect willingness to afford a chance for advocating 
and defending his religion to any living man of wliatever ensod. Let any 
Hrohino of the Xtw Dispensation, or any Christian upset tho argmnonts 
of l l  J}rn.^iu.so in a tem perato articlo, and it  will by forthwith published 
w i t h o u t  a b b r e v i a t i o n . — E d .



t h e  E n g l i s h  m o d e  o f  t h i n k i n g  a n d  e x p r e s s i n g  t h o u g h t ,  i t  

b e i n g  s o  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  h i s  o w n .  T h e  E n g l i s h m a n  f i n d s ,  
p e r h a p s ,  a  s t i l l  g r e a t e r  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  l e a r n i n g  t h e  i d i o s y n 
c r a s i e s  o f  o n r  s p e e c h .  E v e n  a f t e r  h a v i n g  r e s i d e d  i n  o u r  
c o u n t r y  f o r  a  n u m b e r  o f  y e a r s ,  a f t e r  h a v i n g  l e a r n o d  t o  r e a d  
a n d  s p e a k  w e l l  t h e  H i n d i ,  t h e  f o r e i g n e r  c a n  h a r d l y  e x 
p r e s s  h i m s e l f  o r  c o n s t r u c t  a  l o n g  s e n t e n c e  w i t h o u t  c o m 
m i t t i n g  m i s t a k e s ,  a n d  t h u s  b e t r a y i n g  h i s  n a t i o n a l i t y .

T h e  l i t e r a r y  p r o d u c t i o n s  o f  t h o  A r y a n s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  c a n  

b e  w e l l  u n d e r s t o o d  b u t  b y  H i n d o o s  a l o n e .  H o w e v e r  e r u 
d i t e  a  E u r o p e a n  m a y  b e ,  h o w e v e r  v a s t  h i s  k n o w l e d g e  

a n d  r e a d i n g  o f  S a n s k r i t  l i t e r a t u r e ,  h e  c a n n o t  c a t c h  a t  t h e  
b i d d e n  o r  e s o t e r i c  m e a n i n g  w h i c h  u n d e r l i e s  t h e  d e a d -  

l e t t e r  p h r a s e o l o g y  o f  t h e  Vedas. T h e  Y e d i c  v e r s i o n  b y  
D a y a n a n d ,  w h o s e  h o n e s t y  o f  p u r p o s e  o n e  c o u l d  n e v e r  q u e s 
t i o n ,  m u s t  n e e d s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  b e  m o r e  c o i r e c t  t h a n  t h a t  

m a d e  b y  a n y  f o r e i g n e r .  T h e r e  a r e  s o m e  o r t h o d o x  P a n d i t s ,  
w h o  f i n d  f a u l t  w i t h  D a y a n a n d  S a r a s w a t i ’s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  

o f  c e r t a i n  p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  V e d a s .  B u t ,  s o  l o n g  a s  t h e  

■' P a n d i t s  d o  n o t  c o m e  f o r w a r d  a n d  r e f u t e  h i s  a r g u m e n t s  
p u b l i c l y  t h r o u g h  t h e  m e d i u m  o f  a  m a g a z i n e ,  t h e  f i n a l  
i s s u e  o f  t h e  d e b a t e s  h e l d  b y  t h e  d i s p u t a n t s  a t  t h e  D u r b a r  
o f  H .  I I .  t h e  M a h a r a j a  o f  B e n a r e s ,  w i l l  a l w a y s  b o  s h r o u d 
e d  i n  a  v e i l  o f  m y s t e r y . *  I  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  t h e  S w a m i ’s  
o p p o n e n t s  f i n d  f a u l t  w i t h  l i i s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  o f  t h o s e  
p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  V e d a s  w h i c h  r e l a t e  t o  t h e  w o r s h i p  o f  . e l e 
m e n t s  a n d  c e r t a i n  i d o l a t r o u s  r i t e s .  S w a m i j e e  h a s  e x 
p l a i n e d  t h e s e  f r o m  a n  e n l i g h t e n e d  t h o u g h ,  t o  t h e  P a n d i t s ,  
a n  i c o n o c l a s t i c  p o i n t  o f  v i e w ,  a n d  h a s  t h e r e b y  r e n d e r e d  

t h e  Vedas f a r  w o r t h i e r  o f  r e s p e c t .  I f  h i s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  

a r e ,  h o w e v e r ,  w r o n g ,  a n d  t h o s e  o f  h i s  e n e m i e s  a r e  r i g h t ,  
t h e  V e d a s  d e s e r v e  n o  m o r e  v e n e r a t i o n  t h a n  a n y  o t h e r  b o o k  
o f  f i c t i o n .  T h e  e d u c a t e d  H i n d u s  c a n  h a v e  n o  r e s p e c t  f o r  
a  b o o k  w h i c h  i n c u l c a t e s  i d o l a t r y  a n d  a b s u r d  r i t e s .

I t  c a n n o t  b e  d e n i e d  e v e n  b y  t h e  e n e m i e s  o f  t h e  S w a m i  
t h a t  t h e  o b j e c t  w h i c h  h e  h a s  i n  v i e w  t h r o u g h o u t  h i s  

l a b o u r s  i n  t h e  c a u s e  o f  R e f o r m a t i o n ,  i s  h i g h l y  c o m m e n d 
a b l e .  T h i s  o b j e c t  i s  t o  b l e n d  t o g e t h e r  t h e  v a r i o u s  t r i b e s  

o f  t h e  H i n d u s ,  a n d  o f  h u m a n i t y  i n  g e n e r a l ,  i n t o  a  h o m o 
g e n e o u s  w h o l e ,  a n d  t o  d o  a w a y  w i t h  t h e  m a n y  c u r s e s  o f  
o u r  s o c i e t y  w i t h o u t  s h o c k i n g  t h e  f e e l i n g s  o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  

c o m m u n i t i e s .  T h e  H i n d u s  h a v e  a  n a t u r a l  v e n e r a t i o n  
f o r  t h e  V e d a s ,  a n d  i f  t h e y  f i n d  t h e  a l l e g e d  a b s u r d i t i e s  i n  
t h e m  e x p l a i n e d  t o  t h e m  i n  a  l o g i c a l  m a n n e r ,  t h e i r  
r e s p e c t  f o r  o u r  s a c r e d  s c r i p t u r e s  w i l l  b e  a l l  t h e  m o r o  
i n c r e a s e d .

T h e  m i n d s  o f  H i n d u  y o u t h s  h a v o  b e o n  s o  c o m p l e t e l y  

o c c i d e n t a l i s c d  b y  t h e  s y s t e m  o f  e d u c a t i o n  i m p a r t e d  t o  
t h e m  i n  t h e  c o l l e g e s ,  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  a p t  t o  l o o k  d o w n  u p o n  
t h e  p h i l o s o p h y  a n d  r e l i g i o n  o f  t h e i r  a n c e s t o r s ,  e v e n  t h o u g h  

t h e y  s e e  t h a t  t h e  w o r k  o f  t h e  A r y a n s  i n  t h i s  d e p a r t m e n t  
i s  n o w  e n g a g i n g  t h e  c l o s e s t  a t t e n t i o n  o f  s o m e  o f  t h e  m o s t  
l e a r n e d  m e n  o f  E u r o p e .  T h e i r  c o n t e m p t  f o r  t h e  w o r k  o f  
t h e i r  a n c e s t o r s  o r i g i n a t e s  i n  t h e i r  i g n o r a n c e  o f  t h e  s a m e .  
F o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  t h e s e  m e n  e s p e c i a l l y ,  h a s  S w a m i  
D a y a n a n d  w r i t t e n  s o  m a n y  t r e a t i s e s  i n  H i n d i  011 t h e  r e l i 
g i o n ,  m a n n e r s  a n d  c u s t o m s  o f  t h o  a n c i e n t  A r y a n s ; a n d  a s  
l i e  i s  r e c o g n i z e d  a s  o n e  o f  t h e  g r e a t e s t  S a n s k r i t  s c h o l a r s  
o f  t h o  a g e ,  a n d  b i s  m o r a l  c h a r a c t e r  f a l l s  s h o r t  o f  t h a t  o f  

J e s u s  n e i t h e r  i n  p o i n t  o f  p u r i t y  n o r  o f  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  p i e t y ,  

s o m e  e x t r a c t s  f r o m  h i s  w r i t i n g s  c a n n o t  f a i l  t o  p r o v e  i n 
t e r e s t i n g  t o  t h e  r e a d e r s  o f  t h e  T H E O S O P H I S T .  M a n y  o f  
S w a m i ’s  v i e w s  b e i n g  s o  d i a m e t r i c a l l y  o p p o s o d  t o  t h o s e  o f  
E u r o p e a n  s c h o l a r s — w i l l  a p p e a r  n o  d o u b t  s t r a n g o  a n d  
p e c u l i a r .  T h i s  m a k e s  i t  t h e  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  h i s

« Wo would fed  really happy to find the vexed question fathomed 
and settled at  last. We believe th a t  our learned and esteemed 
friend P andit  Pramada Dasa Mitra would be the fittest and most 
competent person’ to answer this direct accusation against thoso 
erudite Benares Pandits who took an active part  I in  the above
mentioned and well-known controveEsy. Our Society is closely 
allied with both the Sanskrit  Sabha of Benares and the Arya Sa
maj, and it  feels an equal respect for the learning of both parties. 
Unable, however, to decide upon their relative merits, we would feel 
heartily glad, to have tho tru th  published, if possible, in the 
columns of this journal. We invite the learned Benares Pandits 
and the equally learned Swamijee Dayanand Saraswati and his de
fenders to lay their proofs before our readers,—E d.

v i e w s  s h o u l d  b e  m a d e  m o r e  g e n e r a l l y  k n o w n  t h a n  t h e y  

n o w  a r e .  O n c e  l e t  h i s  w o r k s  b e  p u b l i s h e d  i n  a  E u r o p e a n  

l a n g u a g e ,  a n d  S w a m i  w i l l  b e  f o u n d  a s  g r e a t  a  s c h o l a r  a n d  
t h i n k e r ,  a s  a n y  i n  t h e  W e s t . *  ’ 1

T h e  E d i t o r  o f  t h e  Indian Mirror i n  h i s  i s s u e  o f  t h o  

8 t h  S e p t e m b e r ,  s a y s  :— “ A  d i s s e m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  k n o w l e d g e  
o f  t h e  a n c i e n t  l a w s ,  l i t e r a t u r e  a n d  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  t h o  
H i n d u s ,  i s  m o s t  d e s i r a b l o  i n  t h i s  d e g e n e r a t e  a g e .  F o r  
o u r s e l v e s ,  w e  w i s h  w e  c o u l d  b e g i n  l i f e  a n e w ,  m a k e  o u r 
s e l v e s  m a s t e r s  o f  t h e  S a n s k r i t  l a n g u a g e ,  a n d  r e a d  t h e• • O O  '
i  uranas j u s t  a s  t h e y  w e r e  w r i t t e n  i n  a g e s  w h i c h  s t r e t c h  
f a r  b e y o n d  t l i o  r a n g e  o f  a u t h e n t i c  h i s t o r y .  F o r  s u c h  i s  
o u r  r e v e r e n c e  f o r  o u r  a n c i e n t  S a n s k r i t  w o r k s  o n  t h e  
l i t e r a t u r e ,  p h i l o s o p h y  a n d  s c i e n c e  o f  o u r  n a t i v e  l a n d . ” 
H e  m i g h t  a s  w e l l  h a v e  a d d e d  “ r e l i g i o n ” t o  h i s  l i s t  o f  

o b j e c t s  r e v e r e n c e d ,  u n l e s s  h i s  v i e w s  a r e  i d e n t i c a l  w i t h  
t h o s e  o f  t h o  E d i t o r  o f  t h o  Sunday Mirror.

‘ "A G L IM P SE  TH RO UG H  T H E  CORRIDORS  
OF TIME.”

U n d e r  t h e  a b o v e  t i t l e ,  t h e r e  a p p e a r s  i n  Nature (N o s . 
G 3 0  &  0 3 1 ,  V o l .  2 5 )  t h e  r e p o r t  o f  a  l e c t u r e  u p o n  A s t r o 
n o m y  b y  a n  e m i n e n t  E n g l i s h  p r o f e s s o r ,  f  I t  i s  a  l u c i d  

e x p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  p h y s i c a l  c h a n g e s  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  w r o u g h t  
u p o n  t h e  E a r t h  a n d  h e r  s a t e l l i t e ,  t h e  M o o n ,  b y  t h e i r  m u 
t u a l  a t t r a c t i o n s  a n d  t h r o u g h  t h e  a g e n c y  o f  t h e  t i d e s .  I t  

i s  n o t  o u r  p u r p o s e  t o  d w e l l  u p o n  t h i s  m a i n  f e a t u r e  o f  P r o 
f e s s o r  B a l l ’s  r e t r o s p e c t i v e  g l a n c e  " t h r o u g h  t h e  c o r r i d o r s  o f  

• T i m e .  ” W e  m u s t ,  h o w e v e r ,  n o t i c e  t h e  f a c t ,  n o w  m a t h e 
m a t i c a l l y  d e m o n s t r a t e d ,  t h a t  “ m o r e  t h a n  50 m i l l i o n s  ”  
(  5  k o t i s  ) o f  y e a r s  h a v e  e l a p s e d  s i n c e  t h e  M o o n ,  t h e n  a  
h o t ,  p l a s t i c  m a s s ,  w a s  s h o t  o u t  o f  t h e  s u b s t a n c e  o f  o u r  
e q u a l l y  h o t  a n d  s o f t  E a r t h ,  b y  t h e  E a r t h ’s  t h e n  f r i g h t f u l  

c e n t r i f u g a l  f o r c e ,  a n d  d a s h e d  i n t o  s p a c e  t o  t a k e  u p  a n  o r b i t  
o f  r e v o l u t i o n  f o r  i t s e l f .  F o r  t h e  t i m e  t h u s  a c c o r d e d  t o  
t h e  l i f e  o f  o u r  p l a n e t  b y  S c i e n c e  i s  f a r  m o r e  i n  r e c o n c i l i a 
t i o n  w i t h  t h e  B r a h m a n i c a l  c o s m o g o n y  t h a u  w i t h  t h a t  o f  

t h e  C h r i s t i a n s  w h o  h a v e  e n j o y e d  s o  m a n y  j o k e s  a t  i t s  e x 
p e n s e .  I t  w a s  o n c e  f a s h i o n a b l e  t o  j e e r  a t  t h e  kalpas a n d  
yvgs  o f  t h e  H i n d u s ,  b u t  n o w - a - d a y s  E u r o p e a n  a s t r o n o m e r s  
p l a y  w i t h  t h e i r  m i l l i o n s  o f  y e a r s  a s  t h o u g h  e a c h  m i l l i o n  
w o r e  b u t  a ’c o u n t e r  i n  a  m e r r y  g a m e  o f  c h a n c e .  A t  t h e  t i m o  
w h e n  t h e  m a s s  n o w  c o m p o s i n g  t h e  M o o n  w a s  w r e n c h e d  
o u t  o f  t h e  s o f t  m a s s  o f  t h e  E a r t h ,  o u r  g l o b e  w a s  r o t a t i n g  
u p o n  i t s  a x i s  w i t h  s u c h  t r e m e n d o u s  r a p i d i t y  t h a t  t h e  d a y  

w a s  n o t  a b o v e  t h r e e  h o u r s  l o n g ,  t h a t  i s  t o  s a y ,  i t  t o o k  o n l y  

t h r e e  h o u r s  f o r  t h e  E a r t h  t o  t u r n  f r o m  t h e  s u n ,  t h r o u g h  
t h e  s h a d o w  w e  c a l l  n i g h t ,  a n d  b a c k  i n t o  t h e  s u n l i g h t  a g a i n .  

A t  t h a t  t i m e  t h e  s o f t  M o o n ,  a f t e r  i t  w a s  t o r n  a w a y  f r o m  
t h e  E a r t h ’s  s i d e ,  a n d  b e g a n  i t s  c o u r s e ,  a s  a  s e p a r a t e  r e v o l v 
i n g  s p h e r e ,  m a d e  a  c o m p l e t e  r e v o l u t i o n  a r o u n d  t h e  E a r t h  
w i t h i n  three hours. A  “  m o n t h  ” w a s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  b u t  
t h r e e  h o u r s  l o n g ,  w h e r e a s  n o w ,  a s  e v e r y  o n e  k n o w s ,  i t  

c o m p r i s e s  t w e n t y - s e v e n  d a y s .  T h e  M o o n  a t  t h a t  t i m e  w a s  
a l m o s t  t o u c h i n g  t h e  E a r t h ,  w h e r e a s  n o w  i t  i s  a t  t h o  

d i s t a n c e  o f  2 - 1 0 , 0 0 0  m i l e s .  T h e  p r i i n a 3 v a l  E a r t h  w a s  a  
f i e r y ,  h a l f - m o l t e n  m a s s ,  w h e r e  110 o r g a n i c  l i f e  c o u l d  

e x i s t ,  t h e  a t m o s p h e r e  a  d e n s e  m a s s  o f  v a p o u r s  i n  w h i c h ,  

p e r h a p s ,  a l l  t h e  p r e s e n t  o c e a n s  o f  t h e  E a r t h  w e r e  s u s p e n d e d  
a s  c l o u d s .  T h e  s u n  “ r i s e s  a n d  s e t s ” b u t  t h e  d a y  a n d  
t h e  n i g h t  t o g e t h e r  o n l y  a m o u n t  t o  t h r e e  h o u r s .  A l m o s t  
t o u c h i n g  h e r  p a r e n t  p l a n e t ,  t h e  M o o n  r e v o l v e s  a t  e q u a l  
s p e e d  w i t h  h e r  a s  i f — t o  u s e  P r o f .  B a l l ’s  s i m i l e — “ t h e y  w e r e  
b o u n d  t o g e t h e r  b y  i n v i s i b l e  b a n d s . ” T h e  M o o n  w a s  
c o n s t a n t l y  o v e r  t h e  s a m e  l o c a l i t y ,  p r o b a b l y  t h o  p a r t  o f  
t h e  E a r t h  f r o m  w h i c h  i t  h a d  b e e n  d e t a c h e d .  B u t  t h i s

* I t  is not so much the European scholars who accuse Swami 
Dayanand of misinterpreting tho Vedas, as tho learned Sanskrit- 
ists and Pandits of his own nationality and caste. Tho quarrel 
has then to bo first settled between the orthodox and the re
forming Hindus, between the Benares and Kashmir Pandits and 
Dayanaud Saraswati.—E d .

+  L e c t u r e  d e l i v e r e d  » t  t l i o  M i d l a n d  I n s t i t u t e ,  H i r m i n j r l i a i n ,  o n  O c t o b e r  
2 4 ,  1 8 8 1 ,  b y  P r o f .  l i o b e r t  S. B a l l ,  Ij. Tj. I ) . ,  F, R. S., A n d r e w s  P r o f e s s o r  o f  

A s t r o n o m y  i u  t h o  U u i v o r e i t y  o f  D u b l i n ,  a n d  R o y a l  A s t r o n o m e r  o f  I r e l a n d .



p r o p i n q u i t y  o f  t h e  t w o  b o d i e s  c o u l d  n o t  l a s t ,  a n d  t h e  
c e n t r i f u g a l  a t t r a c t i o n  p r e p o n d e r a t i n g ,  t l i e  M o o n  c o m 
m e n c e d  i t s  o u t w a r d  j o u r n e y .  A s  i t  r e c e d e d ,  t h e  p e r i o d  
w h i c h  i t  r e q u i r e d  f o r  i t s  j o u r n e y  r o u n d  t l i e  E a r t h ,  i n c r e a s e d  
a l s o : f r o m  t h r e e  h o u r 3  i t  h a s  i n c r e a s e d  t o  G5G h o u r s .  T h e  
r o t a t i o n  o f  t h e  E a r t h  w a s  m o d i f i e d  b y  t h e  r e t r e a t  o f  t h e  
M o o n .  ■ R o t a t i n g  a t  f i r s t  i n  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  a s  h e r  s a t e l l i t e ,  
t l i e  E a r t h ,  w h e n  t h e  M o o n  h a d  r e c o d e d  t o  a  c e r t a i n  d i s t a n c e ,  

m a d e  t w o  r o t a t i o n s  t o  o n o  r e v o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  M o o n  ; t h e n  
a t  l a t e r  p e r i o d s ,  s h e  m a k e s  t h r e e ,  f o u r ,  f i v e ,  a n d  s o  011 u p  
t o  t w e n t y - n i n e  r o t a t i o n s ,  w h i l e  t h e  M o o n  i s  m a k i n g  o n e  

r e v o l u t i o n  a r o u n d  t h e  E a r t h .  T h e  E a r t h ’s  r o t a t i o n  i s  
g o t t i n g  a l w a y s  s l o w e r ,  a n d  s o  i s  t h a t  o f  t h e  M o o n .  A t  
p r e s e n t ,  t h e  m o n t h  h a s  d i m i n i s h e d  t o  t w e n t y - s e v e n  d a y s ,  
b u t ,  a s  t h e  s p e e d  o f  t h e  E a r t h ’s  r o t a t i o n  d e c r e a s e s ,  o u r  
m o n t h  w i l l  g r o w  s h o r t e r  a n d  s h o r t e r .  A s  P r o f .  B a l l  p u t s  i t :

“  F u r t h e r  a n d  f u r t h e r  w i l l  t h e  M o o n  r e t r e a t  n n d  m o r o  a n d  
n io ro  s lo w ly  w i l l  t h e  E a r t h  r e v o l v e .............................Tn t h e  d i m  f u 
tu r e ,  m a n y  m i l l io n s  o f  y e a r s  d i s t a n t ,  t l ie  f ina l  s t a g o  w i l l  be  
n p p r o a c h e d .  A s  t h i s  s ta g o  d r a w s  n i g h ,  t h e  r o t a t io n  o f  t h e  
E a r t h  w i l l  a g a in  a p p r o a c h  to  e q u a l i t y  w i t h  tl io  r e v o l u t i o n  of-  
t l ie  M o o n .  F r o m  t h e  p r e s e n t  m o n t h  o f  t w e n t y - s e v e n  d a y s  w o  
Bl i a l l  p ass  to  a m o n t h  o f  t w e n t y - s i x  day s ,  o f  t w e n t y - f i v e  d a y s ,  a n d  
so on, u n t i l  e v e n t u a l l y  w e  sha l l  r e a c h  a  m o n t h  o f  t w o  d ay s ,  
nnd  la s t ly  a  m o n t h  o f  ono d a y .  W h e n  t h i s  s tn to  h a s  been  a t 
t a in ed ,  th o  E a r t h  w i l l  c o n s t a n t ly  t u r n  t h e  s a m e  r e g i o n  t o w a r d s
t h e  M o o n ...............................H e r e  y o u  se e  t h a t  t h e  f i rs t  a n d  t h e  la s t
s t a te  o f  th o  E a r t h - M o o n  h i s t o r y  n re  in  one  se n se  i d e n t i c a l .  . . .
...............  T11 a n o t h e r  w a y ,  h o w  d i f fe r e n t  n re  t h e  f i rs t  s t a g e  a n d
t h e  l a s t . '  A t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  t h o  d a y  a n d  th o  m o n t h  w e r e  b o th  
eq u a l ,  a n d  t h e y  w e r e  e a c h  fo r  t h r e e  h o u r s .  A t  t h o  e n d  t h e  d a y  
n n d  th o  m o n t h  w il l  bo a g a in  e q u a l ,  b u t  t h e y  w i l l  e a c h  b e  1 ,4 0 0
h o u r s ................................ I n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  t h e  d a y  is d e s t in e d  in th o
v e r y  r e m o t e  f u t u r e  to  b e c o m o  as  lo n g  a s  f i f ty - s e v e n  o f  o u r  d a y s . ”

O r ,  t o  e x p r e s s  i t  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  a n c i e n t  c o s m o g o n i e s ,  
t h e  E a r t h  w i l l  h a v e  c o m p l e t e d  o n e  o f  i t s  m i n o r  c y c l e s  i n  
c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  h e r  o f f s p r i n g ,  t h e  M o o n .  A n d ,  i f  t h e  
s t u d e n t  w i l l  n o w  c o m p a r e  t h e  a b o v e  m a t h e m a t i c a l l y  c e r 
t a i n  s c i e n t i f i c  t h e o r y  o f  t h e  e v o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  M o o n  f r o m  
t h e  h a l f - m o l t e n  g l o b e  o f  t h e  E a r t h ,  w i t h  t h e  H i n d u  c o s m o -  

g o n i c a l  s t o r y  o f  t h e  c h u r n i n g  o f  t h e  o c e a n  b y  t h e  D e v a s  

a n d  A s u r a s ,  u s i n g  M o u n t  “ M a h a m e r u ”  a s  t h e  c h u r n -5 O
6 t i e k  a n d  t h e  N a g a ,  o r  G r e a t  S e r p e n t ,  a s  t h e  t w i r l i n g -  
s t r i n g ,  a n d  r e m e m b e r  t l i o i r  g e t t i n g  t h e  m o o n ,  a m o n g  o t h e r  
t h i n g s ,  o u t  o f  i t ,  h e  w i l l  p e r h a p s  s e e  l i g h t  s h i n i n g  i n  
w h a t  w a s  a  d a r k  p l a c e  b e f o r e .  I f ,  a s  s o m e  s a y ,  t h e  f a b l e d  
g o d s  a n d  d e m o n s  i n  c o n s t a n t  o p p o s i t i o n ,  t h a t  a r e  n a m e d  

a s  a b o v e ,  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  o p p o s i n g  f o r c e s  o f  N a t u r e ;  a n d  
t h e  N a g a  i s  b u t  t h e  e a r t h l y  s y m b o l  f o r  t b e  s p i r a l  o f  f i r e -  
m i s t  w h i c h  m o d e r n  a s t r o n o m e r s  s e e  t h r o u g h  t h e i r  t e l e 
s c o p e s ,  a n d  a f f i r m  t o  b e  t h e  f i r s t  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  n e w  
g l o b e  t h a t  i s  t o  b e  e v o l v e d  o u t  o f  t b e  e t h e r  (akasa) ; a n d  
t h o  “ o c e a n ” s t a n d  n o t  f o r  o u r  p r e s e n t  s e a s ,  b u t  f o r  t h e  
j e l l y - l i k e  m o l t e n  m a s s  o f  t h e  e n t i r e  g l o b e ; t h e n — t h e  
H i n d u  m y t h - m a k e r s  d o  n o t  s e e m  q u i t e  s o  i g n o r a n t  o f  t h e  
p r o c e s s  o f  M o o n - m a k i n g  a s  t h e i r  E u r o p e a n  c r i t i c s  m a y  
h a v e  f a n c i e d .

I n  c o n c l u s i o n ,  m a y  w e  n o t  h o p e  t h a t  a m o n g  o u r  l e a r n e d  
B r a h m a n s  s o m e  f e w  w i l l  f e e l  e n o u g h  p a t r i o t i c  r e v e r e n c e  
f o r  t h e  m e m o r y  o f  t h e  R i s l i i s  a n d  a n c i e n t  S h a s t r i s ,  t o  s e n d  

u s  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  d a t a  t o  p r o v e  t o  t h e s e  m o d e r n  s c i e n t i s t s  
t h a t  t h e y  a r o  b u t  r e d i s c o v e r i n g  s e c r e t s  o f  n a t u r o  k n o w n  

a n d  t a u g h t  i n  A r y a v a r t a  c e n t u r i e s  a g o  ? W i l l  o v e n  t h e  
g r e a t  A s t r o n o m e r  o f  I n d i a ,  P a n d i t  B a p u d e v a  S h a s t r i ,  b e  
v o i c e l e s s  ?

■ OUR FRIEND W. H. TERRY, F.T.S., OF MELBOURNE, HAS 
s e n t  u s a  r e j o i n d e r  t o  o u r  r e p l y  t o  h i s  p r e v i o u s  l e t t e r  o n  t h o  
i n t e r c o u r s e  b e t w e e n  t h e  l i v i n g  a n d  t h e  d e a d ,  w h i c h  a p p e a r 
e d  i n  t h e  O c t o b e r  T h e o s o p h is t  u n d e r  t h e  t i t l e  o f  “ F r a g 
m e n t s  o f  O c c u l t  T r u t h . ” M r .  T e r r y ’s  s e c o n d  a b l e  p a p e r  
w o u l d  h a v e  a p p e a r e d  i n  t h i s  n u m b e r ,  b u t  f o r  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
w e  w e r e  o b l i g e d  t o  w a i t  u p o n  t h e  l e i s u r e  o f  t l i e  l e a r n e d  

g e n t l e m a n  w h o  w r o t e  t h e  E d i t o r i a l  r e p l y  a b o v e  a d v e r t e d  
t o .  W e  h o p e  t o  b e  a b l e  t o  g i v e  i t  n e x t  m o n t h , — E p .

(Concluded from the Docembor Number.)

A N T I Q U I T Y  OF T B E  VEDAS.  ,

BY KRISHNA SHASTRI GODBOLE. •

The first Names of Months.

2 2 .  T h e  m o n t h s  w e r e  a t  f i r s t  d e n o m i n a t e d  f r o m  t h e  
s e a s o n s ,  a n d  n o t  f r o m  t h e  l u n a r  a s t e r i s m s .  T h e s e  f i r s t  
n a m e s  a r e  g i v e n  i n  T a i t t i r i y a  S a m h i t a  ( I V .  4 ,  1 1 , 1 )  q u o t e d  
h y  P r o f e s s o r  M a x  M i i l l e r  i n  b i s  P r e f a c e  t o  R i g v e d a  S a m 

h i t a ,  V o l .  I V .  ( p .  X V I I I ,  f o o t - n o t e ) .

|i ||

1 ( p r e s e n t  M a r c h  a n d  A p r i l )  i s  t h e  f i r s t  m o n t h  o f  

S p r i n g  o r  f l o w e r i n g  s e a s o n ,  s o  c a l l e d  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  

t h e  s e a s o n  w h e n  t r e e s  g e t  n e c t a r c d  f l o w e r s .
2  u r e e r  i s  d e r i v e d  f r o m  t r j  a n d  i s  t h e  3e c o n d  o r

: c o m p l e t i o n  m o n t h  o f  S p r i n g .
3 5p F d e r i v e d  f r o m  to grieve, i s  t h o  f i r s t  m o n t h  o f

. S u m m e r ,  s o  c a l l e d  b e c a u s e  p e o p l e  s u f f e r  i n  t h i s  
m o n t h  f r o m  t h e  e x c e s s i v e  h e a t .

4 3TT% d e r i v e d  f r o m  51̂  to purify, to he wet,  i s  t h e

s e c o n d  m o n t h  o f  S u m m e r ,  s o  c a l l e d  b e c a u s e  i n  t h i s  
m o n t h  e a r l y  s h o w e r s  r e m o v e  t h e  d u s t  f r o m  t r e e s ,  
n n d  t h e  e a r t h  i s  m o i s t e n e d  b y  o c c a s i o n a l  r a i n f a l l .

5 jpTf} m e a n i n g  cloud o r  rain,  i s  t h e  f i r s t  m o n t h  o f  t h e

r e g u l a r  r a i n y  s e a s o n  d u r i n g  w h i c h  t h e  s k y  i s  c l o u d y ,  
a n d  r a i n  i s  f r e q u e n t .

6 a  p a t r o n y m i c  o f  i s  t h e  s e c o n d  m o n t h  o f

t h e  r a i n y  s e a s o n .

7 5s! o r  f*T d e r i v e d  f r o m  a  r o o t  m e a n i n g  to go, to wish,
i s  t h e  f i r s t  m o n t h  o f  t h e  h a r v e s t  s e a s o n  i n  w h i c h  

p e o p l e  g o  o u t  t o  t h e i r  f i e l d s  t o  c o l l e c t  c o r n  o r  f o r  
l o n g  j o u r n e y s .

8 d e r i v e d  f r o m  a  r o o t  m e a n i n g  to le strong, to 
strengthen, i s  t h e  s e c o n d  m o n t h  o f  t h e  h a r v e s t  
s e a s o n  i n  w h i c h  s t r e n g t h  i s  d e r i v e d  b y  t h e  u s e  o f

. n e w  f o o d .
9  t T j f f M n e a n i n g  ability to resist or oppose cold or clouds,

i s  t h e  f i r s t  m o n t h  o f  W i n t e r  i n  w h i c h  a l l  t h e  

a n i m a l s  h a v e  p o w e r  t o  b e a r  c o l d ,  a n d  t h e  s u n  i s  
c l e a r  f r o m  c l o u d s .

10  f ? ^ P T , a  p a t r o n y m i c  o f  t h e  a b o v e ,  i s  t h e  s e c o n d  m o n t h  

o f  W i n t e r  o r  c o l d  s e a s o n .

]  1 d e r i v e d  f r o m  tp j £0 warm, to heat, i s  t h e  f i r s t

m o n t h  o f  f h e  t h a w i n g  s e a s o n  i n  w h i c h  t h e  h e a t  o f  
t h e  s u n  i s  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  m e l t  t h e  s n o w  p r e v i o u s l y  
a c c u m u l a t e d .

12  a  p a t r o n y m i c  t e r m  o f  t h e  a b o v e ,  i s  t h e  s e c o n d

m o n t h  o f  t h e  t h a w i n g  s e a s o n .

N .  B . — T h e  y e a r  h a s  a l s o  b e e n  d i v i d e d  i n t o  t h r e e  
p e r i o d s  c a l l e d  K a l a s ,  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  t w o  s e a s o n s  o r  R i t u s .  
T h e y  a r e  :— •

( M a r a t h i  s u m m e r ,  c o n t a i n i n g  S i s i r a  o r

t h a w i n g  s e a s o n ,  a n d  V a s a n t a  o r  S p r i n g .

( M a r a t h i  'TTTOISST), t h e  R a i n s ,  w h i c h  c o n t a i n s  

G r i s h m a  a n d  V a r s l i a .

( M a r & t h i  ) ,  t h e  W i n t e r ,  w h i c h  c o n t a i n s

S a r a d  a n d  H e m a n t a .

T h e  o r  a g g r e g a t e  o f  f o u r  m o n t h s ,  i s  t h e

r a i n y  s e a s o n  o r  R a i n s ,  a n d  i s  a l w a y s  n o t i c e d  i n  o u r  c a l e n 
d a r s ,  t h o u g h  w r o n g l y  o f  t h e  t i m e  1 5 0 0  B .  C . - 5 0 0  A .  D .  
T h e  r a i n y  s e a s o n  b e g i n s  a t ,  p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  m o n t h  o f  
J y e s h t h a ,  a n d  n o t  i n  t h a t  o f  A s h a d h a .  T h i s  e r r o r  i n  t h e  
s t a t e m e n t ,  h o w e v e r ,  i s  u s e f u l  i n  r e m i n d i n g  u s  o f  t h e  
n a t u r e  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  l u n a r  m o n t h s  n o t  t o  r e m a i n  i n  o n e  
a n d  t h e  s a m e  s e a s o n  f o r  e v e r .

T h e s e  f i r s t  n a m e s  o f  t h e  m o n t h s  w e r e  p r o b a b l y  i n  u s e  

f o r  a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  t i m e  w i t h o u t  r e q u i r i n g  a n y  c h a n g e



w l i i c h  w o u l d  a t t r a c t  n o t i c e .  F o r  t h o u g h  t h e  r e t r o g r a d e  
m o t i o n  o f  t h e  o q u i n o x e s  m i g h t  h a v e  c a u s e d  t h e  s e a s o n s  
t o  f a l l  b a c k  a  m o n t h ,  y e t  t h e  m o n t h s  h a v i n g  t h e i r  n a m e s  
d e p e n d e n t  011 t h o  s e a s o n s ,  w o u l d  r e m a i n  u n a l t e r e d  a f t e r  
t h e  n e c e s s a r y  c o r r e c t i o n  w a s  m a d e  o n  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  
p r e c e s s i o n  ; j u s t  a s  t h e  n a m e s  A r a a v f t s y a  a n d  P i h n i n u i ,  o r  
n e w  m o o n  a n d  f u l l  m o o n  d a y s  r e m a i n  u n a l t e r e d  t h o u g h  
t h e  d a y s  o f  t h o  l u n a t i o n s  m a y  b e  t a k e n  3 0  a n d  2 9  a l t e r 
n a t e l y ,  a n d  t h o u g h  a  c o r r e c t i o n  o f  a  d a y  m a y  b e  m a d e  a f t e r  

3 2  l u n a t i o n s  (vide, p a r a  1 7 ) .

W h e n  W e r e  t i i k  M o n t h s  so  N a m e d  ?

2 3 .  W e  w i l l  n o w  e n d e a v o u r  t o  f i n d  o u t  t h e  e x a c t  t i m e  
w h e n  t h e  m o n t h s  h a v e ,  i n  a l l  p r o b a b i l i t y ,  r e c e i v e d  t h e i r  
p r e s e n t  n a m e s .  T h e r e  a r e  t w e n t y - e i g h t  a s t e r i s m s  i n c l u d 
i n g  A b h i j i t  ( v i d e  p a r a  8 ) ,  a n d  o n l y  f r o m  t w e l v e  o f  t h e m  

d i d  t h e  m o n t h s  o b t a i n  t h e i r  n a m e s ,  v i z . ,

Months ' Aateri»ms.

1  Chaitra (at  present, Mareh-April) from Chitrft, 12 th

2 VnisMtha ( „ A pril-M ay) „ VuftkhA, 14th

3 Jyeshtha  ( „ M ay-June) „ Jyeshthfi, 16th

4 AshAdha from either Pfirva or U tta ra  AshAdhA, 18th, 19th

5 ^rfivana (a t  present, July-Aug.) from Sravana, 21st

G BhAdrapada from either Pflrva or Uttara BhAdrapadu, 23rd, 24tli

7 Asvina (at  preseut, Sept.-Oct.) from Asvini, 26th

8 KlU'ttika ( „ Oet-Nov.)

9 MArgasirsha ( „ Nov.-Dee.)

10 Pausha ( „ Dec.-Jau.)

11 M.flglia ( „ Jan.-Fcb.)

ICrittikA, 1 st  ' 

Mrigasirsha, 3rd 

Piishya, Ctii 

Maghfl, 8th

o r d e r :—

1 Krittikft

2 Kohinj

3 Mrigaslrsha 

(ArdrA)

4 Punarvasu

5 P iishya
6 Aslesha
7 MaghA

8 Plialgunt

0 Hasta

10  ChitrA

11 Sv&ti

12 V isAkliA

13 A nurfidhg
14 Jyeshthfi
15 Mflla

17 Abhijit.

18 Sravana. 

(SravislitliA)

19 SatabhishA.

20 BhAdrapadA.

(Pflrva and U ttara)
21  Revatt

22 Asvini.

23 Bharani.

1G AshAdhA 

(Pftrva & U ttara )

(P arva and U ttra . )

N o w  t h e  m o o n ’s  m o n t h l y  m e a n  m o t i o n  w h e n  t h e  
Z o d i a e  i s  d i v i d e d  i n t o  2 3  e q u a l  a s t e r i s m s ,  i s  67 r e v o .

. . m
=  1 r e v o l u t i o n ,  1 a s t e r i s m ,  a n d  1 0 0  l a v a s ,  t h a t  i s ,  t h e  m o o n
a d v a n c e s  e v e r y  m o n t h  t w o  a s t e r i s m s  m i n u s  1 8  l a v a s .  
A n d ,  a s  a l l  t h e  a s t e r i s m s  a r e  a l t e r n a t e  e x c e p t  M a g h a  a n d  
P h a l g u n i ,  w e  m u s t  b e g i n  e i t h e r  f r o m  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o r  1 8  

l a v a s  o f  M a g h f t ,  a n d  t r a c e  t h e  m o o n ’s  m o n t h l y  m e a n  m o t i o n  
t h e n c e  s i x  m o n t h s  b a c k w a r d s  a n d  s i x  m o n t h s  f o r w a r d s ,  

a n d  t h e n  t h e  m o o n  w i l l  b e  f o u n d  o n  e v e r y  f u l l - m o o n  d a y  

f o r  a  p e r i o d  o f  t w e l v e  m o n t h s  c o n s e c u t i v e l y  i n  t h o s e  
a s t e r i s m s  w l i e r e f r o m  t h e  m o n t h s  h a v o  r e c e i v e d  t h e i r  
p r e s e n t  n a m e s .
T h a t  i s  t o  s a y ,  t h e  m o o n  i s  i n

12 Phillguna from . either P a r r a  or U tta ra  Phalgunf, 9th, 10th

T h e  s e r i a l  n u m b e r s  p u t  f i r s t  d e n o t e  t h e  o r d e r  o f  t h e  
m o n t h s  i n  u s e  s i n c e  5 0 0  A . D . ,  a n d  t h o s e  p u t  l a s t ,  t h e  o r d e r  

o f  a s t e r i s m s  i n  u s e  f r o m  1 5 0 0  B .  C .  t o  5 0 0  A .  D .

T h e s e  t w e l v e  a s t e r i s m s  f r o m  w h i c h  t h e  m o n t h s  g o t  
t h e i r  n a m e s  a r e  a l t o r n a t e  w i t h  a  f e w  e x c e p t i o n s .  T h u s ,  

M a g h a  a n d  P h a l g u n i  a r e  q u i t e  c l o s e ,  w h i l e  M r i g a s i r s h a  
a n d  P u s h y a  a r e  s e p a r a t e d  f r o m  o n e  a n o t h e r  b y  t w o  i n 
t e r v e n i n g  a s t e r i s m s  i n s t e a d  o f  b y  o n e  a s  i s  t h e  c a s e  w i t h  
t h e  r e s t .  N o w  t h e  m o o n ’s  m e a n  m o n t h l y  m o t i o n  a c c o r d i n g  

t o  p a r a  2 1 ,  i s

R e v .  a s t e .  l a v a s

1 2  2 2  w h e n  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  a s t e r i s m s  i s  2 7 ,  a n d

1  2  3 2  w h e n  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  a s t e r i s m s  i s  2 8 .

W i t h  t h i s  m e a n  m o t i o n  a n d  t h e  d i v i s i o n  o f  t h e  Z o d i a c
i n t o  e i t h e r  2 7  o r  2 8  e q u a l  p a r t s ,  i t  i s  n o t  p o s s i b l e  t o  f i n d  
t h e  m o o n  011 e v e r y  f u l l - m o o n  d a y  i n  t h e  v e r y  a s t e r i s m  
f r o m  w h i c h  t h e  m o n t h  r e c e i v e s  i t s  n a m e ,  d u r i n g  t w e l v e  

s u c c e s s i v e  l u n a t i o n s  ( v i d e  t h e  t a b l e  i n  p a r a  2 1 ) .

A g a i n ,  a l t h o u g h  w e  c a n n o t  c h a n g e  t h e  m o o n ’s  m o n t h l y  
m e a n  m o t i o n  w h i c h  i s  a b o u t  " J —  1  r e v o l u t i o n ,  a n d  2 9  

d e c r e e s ,  a n d  t h e  o r d e r  a n d  t h e  n a m e s  o f  t h e  a s t e r i s m sO ’
c a n n o t  b e  c h a n g e d  a l s o ,  y e t  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t o  r e d u c e  t h e  
n u m b e r  o f  t h e  a s t e r i s m s  s o  a s  t o  m a k e  a n y  a d j a c e n t  t w o  
o f  t h e m  t o g e t h e r  e q u a l  t o  2 9  o r  3 0  d e g r e e s ,  a n d  t o  m a k e  

a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  t h e  t w e l v e  a s t e r i s m s  f r o m  w h i c h  t h e  
m o n t h s  o r i g i n a l l y  g o t  t h e i r  n a m e s ,  n e a r l y  a l t e r n a t e .  T h e  

d i v i s i o n s  i n t o  t w o  Pftrva a n d  U t t a r a ,  o r  f i r s t  a n d  s e c o n d  o f  

A s h a d h i i ,  B h a d r a p a d a ,  a n d  P h a l g u n i ,  a r e ,  110 d o u b t ,  c o m 
p a r a t i v e l y  m o d e r n ,  a n d  a p p e a r  t o  h a v e  h a d  110 e x i s t e n c e  
i n  v e r y  a n c i e n t  t i m e s .  T h e  h e a v e n l y  p o s i t i o n s  o f  M r i 

g a s i r s h a  a n d  Ardra a r e  s o  c l o s e  t h a t  t h e  l a t t e r ,  t h o u g h  a  
b r i g h t  s t a r  o f  t h e  f i r s t  m a g n i t u d e  i n  O r i o n ’s  r i g h t  s h o u l d e r ,  
m a y  b e  p r o p e r l y  s u p p o s e d  t o  h a v e  b e e n  a d d e d  l o n g  a f t e r  

t h e  s e c o n d  n a m i n g  o f  t h e  m o n t h s .  S i m i l a r l y ,  S r a v i s h t h a ,  
a  w o r d  w h i c h  i s  a  s u p e r l a t i v e  f o r m a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  r o o t  sru 
“ h e a r ” ( w h i c h  i s  a l s o  t h e  r o o t  w o r d  o f  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  

a s t e r i s m  S r a v a n a ,  ‘ e a r , ’ c o m p r i s i n g  t h r e e  s t a r s  i n  t h e  
f o r m  o f  a n  e a r ) ,  a m i  m e a n s  m o s t  f a m o u s ,  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  a n  
a f t e r  t h o u g h t .  T a k i n g  a w a y  t h e s e  f i v e  a s t e r i s m s  w h i c h  

w e r e  a d d e d  l a t e r ,  f r o m  t h e  t w e n t y - e i g h t  a s t e r i s m s  o f  
t h e  Z x l i a c ,  t h e r e  r e m a i n  t w e n t y - t h r e e  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g

9 0 o r 1G l a v a s  o f  B h a d r a p a d a  o n 1 5 t h  o f  B h a d r a p a d a ,

7 2 or 9 0 j) „ A s v i n i  „ )) „ Asvina.
5 4 o r 7 2 )t „ K r i t t i k f t  „ )) „ K f t r t t i k a .
3 0 o r 5 4 )) „ M r i g a s i r s h a  „ )f „  M a r g a s i r a h a ,
1 8 o r 3G » „  P u s h y a  „ )) „ P a u s h a .

0 o r 1 8 )) „  M a g h a  „ Jl „ M a g h a .
1 0 G o r 1 2 4 >) „ P h a l g u n i  „ H „ P l i a l g u n a .

8 8 o r 1 0 G „  C h i t r a  „ >t „ C h a i t r a .
7 0 o r 8 8 >} „ V i s a k b a  „ )) „ V a i s a k h a .
5 2 o r 7 0 )> ,, J y e s h t h a  „ i) „ J y e s h t h a ,

3 4 o r 5 2 )) „ A s h a d h i i  „ >> „ A s h f t d h a .

1 0 o r 3 4 „ S r a v a n a  „ „ S r a v a n a .

I t  t h u s  b e c o m e s  p e r f e c t l y  e v i d e n t  t h a t  t h e  m o n t h s  r e 
c e i v e d  t h e i r  p r e s e n t  n a m e s  w h e n  t h e r e  w e r e  b u t  t w e n t y -  
t h r e o  a s t e r i s m s  a n d  t h e  m o o n  w a s  i n  9 0  l a v a s  o f  B h a d r a 
p a d a  o r  A s v i n i ,  a n  a s t e r i s m  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  1 2 4  l a v a s ,  a s  
s t a t e d  b e f o r e  ; a u d  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  m o n t h  o f  t h i s  n o m e n c l a 

t u r e  w a s  e i t h e r  B h a d r a p a d a  Or A s v i n a .  A n d  t h i s  m o n t h  
m u s t  b e  t h e  m o n t h  o f  t h e  w i n t e r  s o l s t i c e ,  b e c a u s e  t h e  y e a r  
b e g a n  w i t h  t h e  w i n t e r  s o l s t i c e  i n  o l d  t i m e s .  A s  B h a d r a 
p a d a  w a s  t h e  m o n t h  o f  t h e  w i n t e r  s o l s t i c e  i u  2 0 , 0 0 0  B . C .  
( v i d e  p a r a  1 4 ) ,  a n d  a s  t h e  s e a s o n s  f a l l  b a c k  o n e  l u n a r  

m o n t h  i n  a b o u t  2 0 0 0  B .  C .  o r  t h e  e q u i n o x e s  r e t r o g r a d e  
3 G 0 °  i n  2 5 , 9 2 0  y e a r s ,  t h e  d a t e  o f  t h e  o b s e r v a t i o n ,  w h e n  t h e  

m o n t h s  r e c e i v e d  t h e i r  p r e s e n t  n a m e s ,  11111s t  b e  a b o u t

4 0 , 0 0 0  B .  C .  I f  w e  t a k e  A s v i n a  t o  b e  t h e  c o m m e n c i n g  
m o n t h  o f  t h i s  n o m e n c l a t u r e ,  i t ?  d a t e  w i l l  b e  t h e n  t h r o w n  

2 0 0 0  y e a r s  f u r t h e r  b a c k .  A g a i n ,  t h e  s o l a r  y e a r  m i g h t  
h a v e  t h e n  b e g u n  o n  t h e  f i r s t  o r  f i f t e e n t h  o r  a n y  d a y  o f  

B h a d r a p a d a  o r  Asvina, w h i c h  a r e  h e n c e  t h e  l i m i t i n g  

m o n t h s  o f  t h i s  n o m e n c l a t u r e ,  a n d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  c o m 
m e n c e m e n t ,  e q u i n o x i a l  p o i n t s  w o u l d  v a r y  f r o m  t h e  a s t e r i s m  

o f  A s h a d h a  t o  t h a t  o f  S a t a b h i s h a .  T h e s e  a r e ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  

t h e  l i m i t i n g  p o s i t i o n s  o f  t h e  v e r n a l  e q u i n o x  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  
t h e  s e c o n d  n a m i n g  o f  t h e  m o n t h s .

I f  t h e  d i v i s i o n  o f  t h e  l u n a r  m a n s i o n s  w a s  i n t o  t w e n t y -  
t h r e e ,  a n d  n o t  i n t o  t w e n t y - e i g h t  e q u a l  p a r t s  a t  t h e  t i m e  
o f  t h e  f i r s t  o b s e r v a t i o n  s h o w n  i n  p a r a  1 4 ,  a  c i r c u m s t a n c e  
t o  b e  v e r i f i e d  b y  a u t h e n t i c  r e c o r d s  l e f t  t o  u s  b y  t h e  a n c i e n t

A r y a s ,  t h e n ' a n d  o n l y  t h e n ,  t h e  d a t e  o f  t h i s  n o m e n c l a t u r e  
w o u l d  c o i n c i d e  w i t h  t h e  d a t e  2 0 , 0 0 0  B .  C .  o f  t h e  o b 
s e r v a t i o n .

T h e  c y c l e  o f  f i v e  y e a r s  w a s  o f  l o n g  s t a n d i n g  a n d  w a s  i n  
u s e  e v e n  a t  t h e  t i m e  w h e n  t h e  m o n t h s  w e r e  f i r s t  n a m e d  : 
a n d  h e n c e  a l l  t h e  r u l e s  c o n c e r n i n g  i t  e x h i b i t e d  i n  p a r a  1 8  
a n d  o t h e r s ,  w e r e ,  w i t h  s o m e  m o d i f i c a t i o n  a r i s i n g  f r o m  t h e  
d i v i s i o n  o f  t h e  Z o d i a c  i n t o  2 3  i n s t e a d  o f  i n t o  2 7  e q u a l  

a s t e r i s m s ,  a p p l i c a b l e  t o .  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  n a m i n g  o f  t h e



m o n t h s  a f t e r  t h e  a s t e r i s m s .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  i n  t h e  f i r s t  y e a r  
o f  e a c h  l u s t r u m  t h e r e  w a s  a  c o i n c i d e n c e  o f  t h e  m o n t h s  
■with t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  m o o n  i n  t h e  n a m e - g i v i n g  a s t e r i s m s  
o n  f u l l - m o o n  d a y s  d u r i n g  t h e  y e a r ,  a n d  e a c h  o f  t h e  
i n t e r c a l a r y  m o n t h s  w a s  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  3 0  l u n a t i o n s .

2 4 .  F r o m  w h a t  h a s  b e e n  s h o w n  a b o v e ,  i t  w i l l  b e  s e e n  
t h a t  t h e  A r y a s  w e r e  a s  w e l l  a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  t h e  m o t i o n s  

o f  t h e  s u n  a u d  t h e  m o o n  t h r o u g h  t h e  f i x e d  s t a r s ,  a n d  w i t h  
t h e  m e a s u r e m e n t s  o f  t h e  l e n g t h s  o f  m o n t h s  a n d  y e a r s ,  
l u n a r  a n d  s o l a r ,  a s  a l s o  w i t h  t h e  p h e n o m e n o n  o f  t h e  p r e 
c e s s i o n  o f  t h e  e q u i n o x e s  a t  l e a s t  2 0 , 0 0 0  y e a r s  B .  C. 
A n d  i t  i s  e v i d e n t  t h a t  s e v e r a l  t h o u s a n d  y e a r s  m u s t  h a v e  
e l a p s e d  b e f o r e  t h e y  r e a c h e d  t o  t h i s  s t a t e  o f  h i g h  p r o 
f i c i e n c y .  H e n c e  t h e  V e d a s ,  t h e  f i r s t  f r u i t  o f  t h e  A r y a n  
c u l t u r e ,  m u s t  b e  r e g a r d e d  a s  h a v i n g  a n  a n t i q u i t y  f a r  e x 
c e e d i n g  a  p e r i o d  o f  2 0 , 0 0 0  y e a r s  B .  C., t h o u g h  w e  c a n n o t  
a t  p r e s e n t ,  a n d  p o s s i b l y  m a y  n e v e r  b e  a b l e  t o ,  f i x  t h e  d a t e  

i n  q u e s t i o n  w i t h  a n y  a p p r o a c h  t o  p e r f e c t  e x a c t n e s s .

C o n c l u sio n .

2 5 .  I f .  h o w e v e r ,  t h e  p o s t - V a i d i k a  w o r k s  a l o n e ,  t h e  

U p a n i s h a d s ,  t h e  B r a h m a n a s ,  & c . ,  & c . ,  d o w n  t o  t h e  P u r a n a s ,  
w h e n  e x a m i n e d  c r i t i c a l l y ,  c a r r y  u s  b a c k  t o  2 0 , 0 0 0  B .  C., 
t h e n  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  c o m p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  V e d a s  t h e m s e l v e s  
c a n n o t  b e  l e s s  t h a n  3 0 , 0 0 0  y e a r s  B .  C. i n  r o u n d  n u m b e r s ,  
a  d a t e  w h i c h  w e  m a y  t a k e  a t  p r e s e n t  a s  t h e  a g e  o f  t h a t  
B o o k  o f  B o o k s .

F in is .

0 T  A foot-note th a t  should have been given oil “  tlio Chinese,” 
in tho 4 th  line, of the second column of page 23, No. I, Vol. 3, 
is given below :—

•  Of tbo Chinoso we find tho following genealogical account in tha 
** Annals and Antiquities of K ajasthan,” second odition, Vol. 1,1873, by 
Lieut.-Col- Jam os Tod, late Political A gent to tho W estern ltajpoot 
States.

“  Ayd or YAoti, ( son of Pooroorava ) is claimod by tho T atars and 
Chinose genealogists as their g reat progenitor, 2200 B. C. Hya (tho th ird  son 
of Sutgita who was a son of Yadu) ia said to bo tho first Chineso Sovereign.
( Vidt Vansavali, Table I, next to page 30).

“ Let us compare the origin of tho T atars and Moguls, as givon by tlieir 
historian, Abulgazi, with tho races wo have boen trea tin g  of from tho 
Poorins.

Mogul was tho name of tho Tatarian patriarch- His son was Ogz, the 
founder of all tho races of thoso northern regions, called T atars aiul 
Moguls. [Quorry, if from Mogul and Ogz, compounded, wo havo not tho 
Magog, son of Japhot, of Scripture ?]

Ogz, or Oguz, had six sons. F irst, Kiun, ‘ the su n / tho Soorya of the 
PoorAns ; second, Ay, ‘ the moon,’ tho lndu  of the PoorAns. The other 
four sons are the romaining elements, personifiod : whonco tho six raoes of 
Tatars.

In tho lat.tor, Ayu, wo havo even tho same name as in tho Poorans for 
the lunar ancestor.

The Tatars all claim from Ayu, t the moon,’ tho  ln d u  of tbo Poorans. 
Hence with them, as with the German tribes, the moon was always a 
male deity.

The T atar Ay had a son, Ju ldus. His son was H yu, from whom 
came the first raco of the kings of China.

The Poor^nic Ayu had a son, Yadu (pronounced Jadoo) ; from whose 
third son, H yu, the Hindu genealogist deduces no lino, aud from whom 
the Chinoso may claim their lndu  origin.

Let us compare tho ir thoogony, tho fabulous birth  assigned by each for 
the founder of tho lndu  raco.

1st. Tho PoorAnic. Ella (the earth), daughter of tho sun-born 
IcshwAcu, whilo wandering in tho forosts was encountered by iioodha 
(Mercury), and from the rapo of Ella sprung the ln d u  race.

2nd. Tho Chinose account of the birth  of Yu (Ayu), their first monarch.
A sta r (Mercury, or Fo) struck his mothor while journeying. She con
ceived, and gayo to the  world Yu, the fonndor of tho first dynasty which 
reigned in Chiua. Yu divided China into nine provinces, and began to 
reign 2207 years before Christ, nearly the oalculated poriod (2200 B. C.) 
from the Poorans” ( Vide pages 52-53).

In  the whole artiole on “ The A ntiquity of the Vedas ” the 
following mistakes require correotion

Month. Page. Col. Line,
Sept. 2(S2 ]

a a tt

a tt 2

a 2G3 2

Oct. 22 1

H i i a

)> M »
h ** a

It >} tt

tt j) a

» tt 19
i> it tt

1) il

63 For “ pp. 18-23,” read “pp. X V I I I -  
X X II I ,

last f o r  “ 3 ^  '

48 For “  ”  read “ ”

last For “  "far ”  r ead “  IT[£ ”

21  For “ Gole ” read “ Bole.”
30 For “'Pilrva ” read “U tta ra  11
42 Foi )s
43 I  or “ Mfigasirsha ” road “Ardr& ”
44 For “Pdrva ” read “  U tta ra  ”
45 For “ JyesthA ” read “ Mtila ”
48 For “ Mrigasirsha ” read ‘‘ Ardru ” 
4,9 For “ two ” read “ three ”
49 For “  2G°| ” read “ 40° "

Jlonth. Page. Col. Line.
Oct. 22 1 60 For “ Mrigasirsha ” read “ Ardrfc ”

» tt tt 51 For “ 1421+ 2 6 § x  72 =  1421 + 1 9 2 0  
= 3 3 4 1 ” read “ 1 4 2 L+ 4 0  X 72 =
1421 +  2 8 8 0 = 4 3 0 1 .”

tt tt ;> 54 For “ +  1960.7 =  3 4 7 6 ,7 ” read
“ +  2964 =  4 4 8 0 ”

tt It a 59 For “ 240 ” read “ 1200 ”
it tt <) 60 For “ Asivini ” read “ Asvini ”

tt tt tt last For “ Mrigasirsha ” read “Ardrfi ”

tt t t 2 32 For “ 1 4 ” read “ 13 ”

tt a » 33 For “ 180° ” read “ y  x 9 0 ° .”

t t it 33 For “  Mrigasirsha” read “ArdrA.”

tt t t a 30 For “ 3 3 4 1 +  180 X 72 =  16301 ”
read “4301 + 1 2 0 3 4 .3 = 1 6 3 3 5 -3 ”

t t 23 1 2 For “ 1 6 3 0 1 + ^ x 9 0  x 7 2  =  19078 ” 
read “ 16335 +  f  x  90 x  72 =  
1 9 1 12 ”

t t It t t 7 For “ Bhadrapadfc” road “ Bho-
drapada”

For “ 190 78 ’’ read “ 1 9 1 1 2 ”t t tt tt 20
t t t t tt 21 For “ Pa u sh y a ” read “ Pushya ”

t t tt tt 24 For “ 16301 ” read “ 16335 ”

”
j) 28 F or “ 3341 ” read “ 4301 ”

tf 28 For “  Pdrva ” read “ U ttara  ”

tt )> )> 28 F or “ J y e s h th a ” read “ M a la ”

tt 29 For “ Pdrva ” read “ U tta ra

t t t t tt 29 For “ Mrigasirsha ” read “ Ardra ”
44 For “ Ohaitra ” read “ Chitra ”

”
52 For “ 1 9 0 7 8 ” “ read 19112 ”

2 12 For “ Begun ” read “ Begun in ”
Nov- 35 1 68 For “ 50.43m-” read “ 50.83m ”

t t )> It 59 For “ 17.84 ” read “ 17.85 ”

“ A B O O K  O F  T H E  B E G I N N I N G S .”

I f  o n e  c o u l d  s u m m o n  t o  h i s  a i d  t h e  a i r y  f l i p p a n c y  
w h i c h  s e e m s  s o  m a r k e d  a  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  o u r  l i t e r a r y  
c r i t i c s  a s  a  c l a s s ,  h e  m i g h t  d a s h  o f f  h i s  c o l u m n  o f  r e m a r k s  
u p o n  t h e  s t r a n g e  b o o k  t h a t  l i e s  b e f o r e  u s , *  w i t h o u t  a  
t h o u g h t  o f t l i e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  t o  i t s  a u t h o r .  B u t  o n e  w h o  
h a s  e v e r  h i m s e l f  e s s a y e d  a u t h o r s h i p  i n  a  c o n s c i e n t i o u s  
s p i r i t  o f  l o y a l t y  t o  t r u t h ,  k n o w s  t o o  w e l l  t h e  p a n g s  t l i a b  
t o r t u r e  t h e  h e a r t  o f  a  w r i t e r  w h e n  h e  s e e s  t h e  m o n u m e n t  
o f  h i s  r e s e a r c h  d e f i l e d  a l i k e  b y  t h e  f u l s o m e  p r a i s e  o r  
u n m e r i t e d  c a l u m n y  o f  i t s  r e v i e w e r s .  S i n c e  M r .  G e r a l d  
M a s s e y ’s  g r e a t  w o r k  a p p e a r e d ,  n u m e r o u s  c r i t i c i s m s  o f  i t  
h a v e  c o m e  u n d e r  o u r  n o t i c e .  A n d  o f  t h e s e  s c a r c e l y  o n e  
h a s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  r e v i e w e r  h a d  c l o s e l y  s t u d i e d  t h e  
b o o k ,  w h i l e  m o s t  h a v e  s h o w n  b u t  t o o  p l a i n l y  t h a t  i t s  
p a g e s  h a d  b e e n  b u t  s k i m m e d  o v e r  h u r r i e d l y  a n d  p e r f u n c 
t o r i l y .

T h i s  ia  n o  p a s t e - a n d - s c i s s o r s  c o m p i l a t i o n ,  m a d e  a s  a  
c o m m e r c i a l  s p e c u l a t i o n ,  b u t  a  c o n s c i e n t i o u s  c o m p i l a t i o n  

a n d  a n a l y s i s  o f  a l l  a v a i l a b l e  m a t e r i a l  w h i c h  b e a r s  u p o n  
t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  E g y p t  o r  t h r o w s  l i g h t  u p o n  t h e  b e g i n n i n g s  
o f  h e r  p e o p l e ,  l l i a t  a l l  t h i s  g i g a n t i c  l a b o u r  w a s  u n d e r *  

t a k e n  b y  t h e  a u t h o r  t o  s u p p o r t  a  t h e o r y  t h a t  h u m a n  
s p e e c h ,  i f  n o t  t h e  h u m a n  r a c e  i t s e l f ,  h a s  s p r u n g  f r o m  t h e  
N i l o t i c  D e l t a  o i ‘ p r i m a r i l y  f r o m  t h e  a n c e s t o r s  o f  t h e  
a n c i e n t  E g y p t i a n s ,  i n  n o  w a y  l e s s e n s  h i s  c l a i m  t o  o u r  
a d m i r a t i o n  f o r  h i s  l e a r n i n g  a n d  i n d u s t r y .  I f  w e  m i s t a k e  

n o t ,  m o s t  o f  t h e  w o r l d ’s  k n o w l e d g e  h a s  c o m e  f r o m  s p e c i a l 
i s t s  a n d  i d e o l o g i s t s ,  f o r  o n l y  s u c h  h a v e  s u f f i c i e n t  i m p u l s e  
t o  c a r r y  t h e m  t h r o u g h  a l l  o b s t a c l e s  t o  t h e  d i s c o v e r y  o f  
t r u t h .  T h i s  b o o k  i s  a n  e n c y c l o p a j d i a  o f  E g y p t o l o g y  i n  

i t s e l f  ; a n d  t h o u g h  t h e  r e a d e r  d i s a g r e e  e v e r  s o  m u c h  w i t h  
M r .  M a s s e y  a s  t o  a n  A f r i c a n  r a t h e r  t h a n  a n  A s i a t i c  o r  
A m e r i c a n  o r i g i n  o f  t h e  r a c e ,  y e t  h e  m u s t  a l l  t h e  s a m e  
v a l u e  i t  m o s t  h i g h l y  a s  t h e  b e s t  r e p o s i t o r y  e x t a n t  o f  t h e  
d a t a  t h a t  e v e r y  s t u d e n t  o f  h i s t o r y  a n d  e t h n o l o g y  n e e d s  
f o r  a  c o m p r e h e n s i o n  o f  t h o s e  s u b j e c t s .  O n e  o f t e n  f e e l s  
h a p p y  t o  f i n d  i n  t h o  a v e r a g e  v o l u m e  o f  t h e  d a y  o n e  
f a c t  t o  r e m e m b e r  o r  o n e  g o o d  i d e a  t o  a p p r o p r i a t e : b u t  
i n  t h i s  Book of the Beginnings e v e r y  p a g e  t e e m s  w i t h  
t h e  e v i d e n c e s  o f  p a i n s t a k i n g  r e s e a r c h .  M r .  M a s s e y ’s  
t h e o r y  i s  t h a t  m a n  h a s  e v o l v e d  f r o m  t h e  a n t h r o p o i d  a p e s ,  
a n d  t h r o u g h  t h e  N e g r o  r a c e s ,  t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  v a r i e t y  o f

• -1 Book of the Beginnings. By Gorald Massey. Two Vols i  to. (Lou* 
dun i Williams and Norgute, 1831.)



c o l o u r  a n d  s t a g e  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t ;  H e  s e e k s  t o  f o r t i f y  

l i i s  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  E g y p t  a n d  n o t  C e n t r a l  A s i a  i s  t h e  
c r a d l e - l a n d  o f  l a n g u a g e s  b y  c o m p a r a t i v e  v o c a b u l a r i e s  o f  
E g y p t i a n  w o r d s  a n d  t h o s e  i n  B r i t i s h ,  M a o r i ,  A k k a d i a n ,  
G o t h i c ,  B u r m e s e ,  S a n s k r i t ,  a n d  o t h e r  t o n g u e s .  W e r e  o u r  
p u r p o s e  t o  d o  m o r e  t h a n  t o  c a l l  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h i s  e n c y -  
c lo p o B d ic  w o r k  a n d  r e c o m m e n d  i t  t o  A s i a t i c  a n d  A n g l o -  
I n d i a n  b u y e r s ,  w e  m i g h t  c h a l l e n g e  t h e  a c c u r a c y  o f  t h o  
a u t h o r ’s  p h i l o l o g i c a l  d e d u c t i o n s ,  a s  o f  h i s  e t h n i c  
t h e o r y .  S o  l i b e r a l  a  t h i n k e r  a s  M r .  G e r a l d  M a s s e y  
w i l l  b e  m o s t  u n l i k e l y  t o  d e n y  o u r  s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  

t h e  l a s t  w o r d  h a s  n o t  y e t  b e e n  s a i d  a b o u t  t h e  o r i g i n  a n d  
d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  t h e  r a c e s  o f  m a n k i n d .  P o s s i b l y  h e  m a y  
e v e n  c o n c e d e  t o  u s  t h e  r e a s o n a b l e n e s s  o f  o u r  b e l i e f  t h a t  
t h e  m i s t  w i l l  n e v e r  b e  c l e a r e d  a w a y  u n t i l  t h e  t r e a s u r e s  
o f  c e r t a i n  h i d d e n  libraries i u  t h e  p o s s e s s i o n  o t  a  g r o u p  o f  
A s i a t i c  r e c l u s e s  s h a l l  b e  g i v e n  o u t  t o  t h e  w o r l d .  B u t  b e  
t h a t  a s  i t  m a y ,  w e  f e e l  t o o  t h a n k f u l  t o  h i m  f o r  t h e  p r e 
s e n t  c o m p e n d i o u s  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  E g y p t o l o g i c a l  l i t e r a t u r e  
t o  a t t e m p t  a n y  c r i t i c i s m  u p o n  a  s i n g l e  r e a d i n g  o f  h i s  
b o o k  i n  t h e  h u r r y  o f  e d i t o r i a l  a n d  o f f i c i a l  d u t i e s .  O n e  
t h i n g  w e  m a y  a t  l e a s t  s a y ,  t h a t  h e  h a s  t r a c e d  w i t h  

m i n u t e  p a i n s t a k i n g  t h e  E g y p t i a n  p a r e n t a g e  o f  t h e  w h o l e  
a r r a y  o f  B i b l e  m y t h s  a n d  m i r a c l e s .  T h e  “ i m p o t e n t  
a t t e m p t s  ” o f  B i b l i o l a t e r s  t o  c o n v e r t  m y t h o l o g y  i n t o  
h i s t o r y ,  d i g n i f i e d  w i t h  t h e  a s t o u n d i n g  t i t l e  o f  t h e  “ B o o k  
o f  G o d ” p r o v o k e  t h e  f u l l  s c o r n  o f  o n e  w h o ,  l i k e  h i m ,  h a s  
i n d u s t r i o u s l y  s e a r c h e d  o u t  t h e  o r i g i n e s  o f  H e b r a i c  i d e a s .  
T h e s e  a t t e m p t s ,  h e  s a y s ,  “ h a v e  p r o d u c e d  t h e  m o s t  u n m i 
t i g a t e d  m u d d l e  o f  m a t t e r  e v e r  p r e s e n t e d  t o  t h e  m i n d  o f  

m a n .  T h e r e  h a s  b e e n  n o  s u c h  f r u i t f u l  s o u r c e  o f  m i s 
c o n c e p t i o n  a s  t h i s  s u p p o s e d  s o u r c e  o f  a l l  w i s d o m ,  d e s i g 
n a t e d  t h e  B o o k  o f  G o d ,  i g n o r a n t l y  b e l i e v e d  t o  h a v e  b e e n  
c o m m u n i c a t e d  t o  m a n  o r a l l y  b y  a n  o b j e c t i v e  D e i t y  *  *  * 
T h e  m y t h s  o f  E g y p t  a r e  t h e  m i r a c l e s  o f  t h e  H e b r e w  w r i t 
i n g s ,  a n d  a  t r u e  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  t h e  o n e  m u s t  i n e v i t a b l y  e x 
p l o d e  t h e  f a l s e  p r e t e n s i o n s  o f  t h e  o t h e r  *  *  *  T h e  k e y  o f  
t h o s e  ( t h e  B i b l i c a l )  w r i t i n g s  w a s  l o s t ,  a n d  i t  i s  f o u n d  i n  
E g y p t . ” T h i s  i s  u n p a l a t a b l e  t r u t h  f o r  o u r  b e n e v o l e n t  
e n e m i e s ,  t h e  P a d r i s ,  b u t  M r .  M a s s e y  m a k e s  o u t  h i s  c a s e .  
T h e y  m a y  r e v i l e  b u t  t h e y  c a n n o t  a n s w e r  h i m .

B u t  w c  h a v e  0110 v a l i d  c o m p l a i n t  t o  m a k e  a b o u t  t h e  

b o o k : i t  h a s  n o  G e n e r a l  I n d e x .  T h e  s t u d e n t  u n a i d e d  
m u s t  p i c k  o u t  t h e  f a c t s  h e  w i s h e s  o u t  o f  t h i s  b e w i l d e r i n g  
h e a p  o f  f a c t s .  T h i s  i n v o l v e s  g r e a t  l a b o u r  a n d  l o s s  o f  

t i m e ,  a n d  l a r g e l y  i m p a i r s  t h e  v a l u e  o f  t h e  w o r k .

A F O R C E D  E X P L A N A T IO N .
O n e  o r  t w o  o f  o u r  s u b s c r i b e r s  s e e m  t o  o b j e c t  t o  " t h e  

s p a c e  t a k e n ” i u  t h e  T h e o s o p h is t  b y  t h e  Supphment,  011 
t h e  p l e a  t h a t  t h e  p r o c e e d i n g s  a n d  w o r k  o f  o u r  P a r e n t  a n d  
B r a n c h  S o c i e t i e s  “ d o  n o t  i n t e r e s t  t h e  g e n e r a l  Tender ” ; 
a n d  t h a t  t h e  T h e o s o p h i c a l  b u s i n e s s  o u g h t  t o  b e  “ v e n t i 
la ted  i n  a  s e p a r a t e  j o u r n a l ,  h a v i n g  n o  r i g h t  t o  e n c r o a c h  
u p o n  s p a c e  t h a t  m i g h t  b e  . f i l l e d  w i t h  m o r e  i n t e r e s t i n g  
a r t i c l e s . ” T h e  a c c u s a t i o n  i s  s o  f l i p p a n t  a n d  u n j u s t  t h a t ,  
a s  o u r  c o r r e s p o n d e n t s  a r e  l a y i n g  c l a i m s  w h i c h  a r e  f a r  f r o m  

b e i n g  b o r n e  o u t  b y  t h e  f a c t s  i n  t h i s  c a s e ,  w e  a r e  f o r c e d  t o  
r e p l y  a n d  p r o v e  t h e  e n t i r e  i r r e l e v a n c y  o f  t h e  c o m p l a i n t .

I .  O u r  j o u r n a l  w a s  f o u n d e d  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  t h e  l a r g e  

n u m b e r s  o f  t h e  F e l l o w s  o f  o u r  S o c i e t y  s c a t t e r e d  f a r  n n d  

w i d e ,  a n d  o f t e n  s e p a r a t e d  f r o m  t h e  m a i n  b o d y  b y  h u n 
d r e d s  a n d  t h o u s a n d s  o f  m i l e s .  T h e  Supplement, t h e n ,  

a c q u a i n t i n g  t h e m  w i t h  t h e  w o r k  a n d  p r o g r e s s  o f  t h e i r  
S o c i e t y ,  i s  a  t h i n g  o f  n e c e s s i t y .

I I .  T h e  n o n - m e m b e r s  o r  l a y  s u b s c r i b e r s  a r e  a t  p e r f e c t  
l i b e r t y — ( « )  n o t  t o  r e a d  t h e  Supplement; (b) t o  h a v e  i t  
t o r n  o u t  a n d  s e p a r a t e d  f r o m  t h e  t e x t  b y  t h e  b i n d e r  ; (c) 
i n  c a s e  t h e  f i r s t  t w o  s u g g e s t i o n s  f a i l  t o  m e e t  w i t h  t h e i r  
a p p r o b a t i o n ,  t o  n o t i f y  t h e  M a n a g e r  t o  s e n d  t o  t h e m  

n u m b e r s  w i t h o u t  t h e  Supplement.
I I I .  V o l u m e  I .  o f  t h e  THEOSOPHIST h a d  n o  Supple

ment, y e t  g a v e  t o  i t s  s u b s c r i b e r s ,  i n s t e a d  o f  t h e  2 4 0  p a g e s  
a s  p r o m i s e d  i n  t h e  prospectus, 3 1 8  p a g e s  o f  r e a d i n g  m a t 
t e r ,  t h e  s u r p l u s  b e i n g  e q u i v a l e n t  t o  f o u r  n u m b e r s ,  g i v e n

gratis. V o l u m e  I I  h n s  2 7 5  p a g e s  i n  i t ,  e x c l u s i v e  o f  t h e  
1 8  p a g e s  o f  t h e  Supplement w h i c h  b e g a n  t o  a p p e a r  o n l y  
s i n c e  M a y  l a s t — h e n c e ,  i t  c o n t a i n s  3 5  p a g e s ,  o r  n e a r l y  t w o  
e x t r a  n u m b e r s .  T h e  n u m b e r s  f o r  t h e  m o n t h s  o f  O c t o b e r ,  
N o v e m b e r ,  D e c e m b e r  a n d  J a n u a r y  o f  t h e  t h i r d  y e a r ,  
i n s t e a d  o f  c o n t a i n i n g  9 6  p a g e s  t o  w h i c h  o u r  r e a d e r s  
w e r e  e n t i t l e d ,  c o n t a i n e d  1 1 2  a n d  2 9  o f  Supplement !

F i g u r e s  e a s i l y  v e r i f i e d ,  a r e  o u r  b e s t  v i n d i c a t i o n .  W e  
b e l i e v e  n o  u n p r e j u d i c e d  a n d  f a i r l y  d i s p o s e d  r e a d e r  c o u l d  
e v e r  o b j e c t  t o  s u c h  a n  a r r a n g e m e n t .  C o n f i d e n t  a s  w e  f e e l  
t h a t  110 o t h e r  M a g a z i n e  t h e  w o r l d  o v e r ,  w o u l d  g i v e  gratis 
s u c h  a ir  a m o u n t  o f  r e a d i n g  m a t t e r  a s  w e  d o ,  w e  o n l y  b e g  

p e r m i s s i o n  t o  p o i n t  o u t  o n c e  m o r e  t h e  t r u i s m  a b o u t  t h e  
d i f f i c u l t y  o n e  e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  s a t i s f y i n g  all.

W IL JA L B A  F RIK K E L L .
To t i i e  E d i t o r  o f  t h e  “ T h e o s o p h is t .”

W i l l  y o u  o r  a n y  o f  y o u r  c o n t r i b u t o r s  k i n d l y  i n f o r m  m e  
w h e t h e r  t h e r e  i s  a n y  r e a s o n  f o r  b e l i e v i n g  t h a t  P r o f e s s o r  
W i l j a l b a  F r i k k e l l ,  w h o s o  t h a u m a t u r g i c  d o i n g s  a t t r a c t e d  a  
g o o d  d e a l  o f  a t t e n t i o n  s o m e  t w e n t y  y e a r s  a g o ,  w a s  p o s s 
e s s e d  o f  o c c u l t  p o w e r s ,  a s  h e  i s  s t a t e d  t o  h a v e  p e r f o r m e d  a l l  
h i s  f e a t s  w i t h o u t  t h e  a i d  o f  a p p a r a t u s  o f  a n y  k i n d  ? A n  
e u l o g i s t i c  n o t i c e  o f  h i m ,  a c c o m p a n i e d  b y  a  p o r t r a i t ,  o c c u r s  
i n  t h e  Illustrated London News  o f  J a n u a r y  9 , 1 8 5 8 ,  a n d  i s  
n o w  b e f o r e  m e  a s  I  w r i t e .  T h o  p o r t r a i t  r e p r e s e n t s  a  m a n  
o f  a b o u t  f o r t y  y e a r s  o f  a g e  w i t h  a  r e s o l u t e ,  s q u a r i s h  f a c e  
o f  t h e  S l a v o n i c  t y p e .  U n d e r n e a t h  i s  i n s c r i b e d  “ P r o f e s s o r  
W i l j a l b a  F r i k k e l l ,  P h y s i c i a n  t o  t h e  E m p e r o r  a n d  E m p r e s s  
o f  R u s s i a . ” I 11 t h e  n o t i c e ,  w h i c h  s t a t e s  t h a t  h e  w a s  b o r n  
i n  F i n l a n d  i n  1 8 1 8 ,  h e  i s  d e s c r i b e d  a s  a  m a n  o f  h i g h  
s c i e n t i f i c  a t t a i n m e n t s  w h o  h a d  t r a v e l l e d  a  g o o d  d e a l  
b o t l i  i n  E u r o p e  a n d  A s i a ,  a n d  w a s  w e l l  r e a d  i n  t h e  w o r k s  
o f  C a g l i o s t r o ,  C o u n t  d e  S t .  G e r m a i n ,  a n d  F a u s t .  I  a m  
n o t  a w a r e  t h o u g h ,  t h a t  a n y  o f  t h e s e  t h r e e  i n d i v i d u a l s  
p u b l i s h e d  w o r k s  011 O c c u l t i s m .  W a s  F r i k k e l l  a n  o c c u l t i s t ,  
o r  o n l y  a  p r e d e c e s s o r  o f  M e s s r s .  L y n n ,  M a s k e l y n e ,  &  C o .  

i n  t h e  c o n j u r i n g  l i n e  ?

I  a m ,

Y o u r s  f a i t h f u l l y ,

P. J . G.
Hyderabad, Deccan.

“  P S Y C H IC  NOTES.  ”

A s  p r e v i o u s l y  a n n o u n c e d ,  t h e  f i r s t  o f  t h e  t e n  
n u m b e r s  p r o m i s e d  o f  a  j o u r n a l  e n t i t l e d  Psychic Notes 
a p p e a r e d  a t  C a l c u t t a  o n  t h e  1 s t  o f  J a n u a r y .  I t  i s  h a n d 
s o m e l y  p r i n t e d  o n  g o o d  p a p e r ,  a n d  i t s  c o n t e n t s  w i l l  b e  
r e a d  w i t h  i n t e r e s t  b y  a l l  a n d  w i t h  p r o f i t  b y  c a n d i d  

i n q u i r e r s  i n t o  o c c u l t  s u b j e c t s .  O n l y  t e n  n u m b e r s  i n  a l l  
a r e  t o  b e  p u b l i s h e d  : t h e  p r i c e  t o  s u b s c r i b e r s — s t r i c t l y  i n  
a d v a n c e — w i l l  b e  R s .  5  f o r  t h e  s e r i e s ; s i n g l e  c o p i e s  t w e l v e  
a n n a s .  O r d e r s ,  a c c o m p a n i e d  w i t h  t h e  c a s h ,  s h o u l d  b e  
a d d r e s s e d  t o  M e s s r s .  AV. N e w m a n  &  C o . ,  P u b l i s h e r s ,  1,  
M i s s i o n  R o w ,  C a l c u t t a .

T h e  s p e c i a l  o b j e c t  o f  t h i s  p u b l i c a t i o n  i s  t o  g i v e  “ a n  
a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  p h e n o m e n a  n o w  t a k i n g  p l a c e  i n  C a l c u t t a  
t h r o u g h  t h e  m e d i u m s h i p  o f  M r .  W i l l i a m  E g l i n t o n . ” T h e  

y o u n g  g e n t l e m a n  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  n o t e d  s p i r i t u a l  m e d i u m s  
o f  L o n d o n .  H i s  p h e n o m e n a  i n c l u d e  w h a t  i s  k n o w n  a s  

“ d i r e c t  w r i t i n g , ”  t h a t  i s ,  t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  w r i t t e n  m e s 
s a g e s  s i g n e d  w i t h  t h e  n a m e s  o f  a l l e g e d  d e c e a s e d  f r i e n d s ,  
u p o n  b l a n k  c a r d s  p l a c e d  b e t w e e n  t h e  l e a v e s  o f  b o o k s  
h e l d  b y  p e r s o n s  p r e s e n t  ; t h e  f l o a t i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  a i r  o f  
a n y  s m a l l  m u s i c a l  i n s t r u m e n t s  t h a t  m a y  h a p p e n  t o  b e  
i n  t h e  r o o m ,  a n d  t h e  s i m u l t a n e o u s  p l a y i n g  o f  t u n e s ,  u p o n  
t h e m  d u r i n g  t h e i r  a e r i a l  f l i g h t ;  t h e  m y s t e r i o u s  m o v i n g  
a b o u t  o f  f u r n i t u r e  ; t h e  s p e l l i n g  o u t  b y  r a p s  o f  m e s s a g e s  ; 
t h e  f l o a t i n g  ( t e c h n i c a l l y  k n o w n  a s  “ L e v i t a t i o n ” )  o f  t h e  
m e d i u m ’s  b o d y  o v e r  t h e  h e a d s  o f  t h e  s i t t e r s  ; t h e  
a p p a r i t i o n  o f  “ m a t e r i a l i s e d  ” f i g u r e s  o f  a l l e g e d  d e 
c e a s e d  p e r s o n s ;  a n d  m a n y  o t h e r  v e r y  s t r a n g e  a n d  
s t a r t l i n g  o c c u r r e n c e s .  W e  h a v e  n o t  h a d  t h e  p l e a s u r e  

o f  w i t n e s s i n g  M r .  E g l i n t o n ’s  f e a t s  o f  m e d i u m s h i p ,  t h o u g h



w c  h a v e  o f t e n  s e e n  o t h e r s  o f  a  s i m i l a r  k i n d  a t  t h e  s t a n c e s  
o f  o t h e r  m e d i u m s .  A  p u r s e  w a s  m a d e  u p  b y  s o m e  o f  o u r  
A n g l o - I n d i a n  T h e o s o p h i s t s  a n d  o t h e r s  t o  b r i n g  h i m  t o  

I n d i a ,  t h a t  H i n d u  e n q u i r e r s  m i g h t  b e  e n a b l e d  t o  s t u d y  
f o r  t h e m s e l v e s ,  w i t h  t h e  h e l p  o f  o n e  o f  t h e  b e s t  m e d i u m s  
o f  t h e  d a y ,  t h o s e  w e i r d  p h e n o m e n a  w h i c h  h a v e  c o n v e r t e d  
s o m e  t w e n t y  m i l l i o n s  o f  p e r s o n s  t o  a  b e l i e f  i n  t h e  r e a l i t y  
o f  a n  o c c u l t  w o r l d  a n d  o f  o c c u l t  n a t u r a l  f o r c e s .  N a t i v e  
p r i n c e s  o r  o t h e r s  w h o  m a y  w i s h  M r .  E g l i n t o n  t o  p a y  

t h e m  a  v i s i t  c a n  l e a r n  l i i s  t e r m s  b y  a d d r e s s i n g  h i m  a t  1 ,  
C o m m e r c i a l  B u i l d i n g s ,  C a l c u t t a .  Psychic Notes, i s  a l s o  
i s s u e d  b y  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  a  f a c t  
w h i c h ,  i t  i s  h o p e d ,  m a y  s u f f i c i e n t l y  p r o v e  t o  S p i r i t u a l i s t s  
t h a t ,  w h i l e  w e  d o  n o t  q u i t e  a c c e p t  t h e i r  t h e o r y  a s  t o  
t h e  cause o f  t h e  m e d i u m i s t i c  p h e n o m e n a ,  w e  d o  a d m i t  
t h e i r  r e a l i t y  a n d  r e g a r d  t h e m  a s  o f  v e r y  h i g h  i m p o r t a n c e  

t o  s t u d e n t s  o f  P s y c h o l o g i c a l  S c i e n c e .
T h e  c o n t e n t s  o f  t h e  f i r s t  n u m b e r  a r e  w e l l - w r i t t e n  a r t i c l e s  

o n  “ T h e  O b j e c t  o f  t h e s e  N o t e s , ” “ P h e n o m e n a l  R e s e a r c h , ” 
“  F a c t s  t o  b e  k e p t  i n  m i n d , ” “ S t a n c e s  i n  C a l c u t t a , ” “ A  

C h a l l e n g e , ” “ M e s m e r i s m , ” a n d  a n  a r t i c l e  c o p i e d  f r o m  t h e  

T h e o s o p h i s t  e n t i t l e d  “ I s  C r e a t i o n  p o s s i b l e  f o r  M a n  ? ”

H IN'IS  FOR T H E  R YO TS.

l i t  J .  J .  M E Y H I C I v .

[T hat the prosperity of n nation m ust primarily  rest on the 
physical condition of its soil, is a fact that has been so often 
reiterated and proved as to have degenerated into a truism. 
How important then should every th ing relating to the actual 
state of their native land, appear to all Indians who have its 
welfare at heart . Following this article will be found one con
taining some practical suggestions by an English gentleman 
■who takes a friendly interest iu the subject. H ow  fur they are 
practicable must and should be the subject of test. O u r  duty is 
dono in calling attention to them— let the patriots and tlmt 
most conscientious official, Mr. Secretary Buck, look out for the 
rest.

In  connection with this subject we acknowledge to have 
also received n pamphlet ( “ Agriculture in Bengal”) by Baboo 
Penrychand Mitra, with Notes by Baboo Jeykissen Muker- 

jee, printed at Calcutta by Thomas S. Smith, K. Bentinck 
Street. I t  is a very well written work, and is in eflect a 
concise history of agriculture  in Bengal from tho first days 
of the English invasion until the present time. E v ery  page 
is full of facts, and every one interested in the subject should 
possess a cop y .]— E d . T h e o s .

I n  o f f e r i n g  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  r e m a r k s  r e s p e c t i n g  A g r i c u l t u r e  

i n  I n d i a  f o r  p u b l i c a t i o n  i n  t h e  T h e o s o p h is t , I  h o p e  t h a t  
m y  m o t i v e s  w i l l  n o t  b e  m i s u n d e r s t o o d  b y  y o u r  I n d i a n  
r e a d e r s .  I  w i s h  n o t  t o  s e t  u p  m y s e l f  a s  a  g r e a t  a u t h o r i t y  
u p o n  t h e  s u b j e c t ,  n o r  t o  p r e t e n d  t h a t  I  k n o w  a s  m u c h  
a b o u t  i t ,  o n  t h e  w h o l e ,  a s  t h e  r y o t  h i m s e l f ,  b u t  t o  p o i n t  
o u t  w h e r e  s o m e  c a u s e s  o f  f a i l u r e  s e e m  t o  l i e ,  a n d  t o  s u g 
g e s t  r e m e d i e s  w h i c h  a r e  i n  m a n y  c a s e s  p r a c t i c a b l e  a n d  
w i t h i n  t h e  p o w e r  o f  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r i s t s  t o  a d o p t ,  n o t w i t h 
s t a n d i n g  t h e  s t a t e  o f  p o v e r t y  i n  w h i c h  t h e  g r e a t  m a s s  o f  
t h e m  a r e  e x i s t i n g .

I n  a  l e t t e r  w r i t t e n  t o  t h e  Pioneer, w h i c h  a p p e a r e d  i n  
t h a t  p a p e r  o n  A u g u s t  C, 1 8 7 8 ,  I  s a i d  o f  t h e  H i n d o o  
a g r i c u l t u r i s t  :— “ C o n s i d e r i n g  h i s  m e a n s ,  o i  r a t h e r  w a n t  o f  
m e a n s ,  t h e  c r o p s  w h i c h  h e  r a i s e s  a r e  w o n d e r f u l ,  a n d  i t  
w o u l d  p u z z l e  a  S c o t c h  f a r m e r  t o  p r o d u c e  a s  g o o d  w i t h  t h e  
s a m e  m i s e r a b l e  a p p l i a n c e s . ” T h e s e  r e m a r k s  s t i l l  a p p e a r  t o  
m e  t o  b e  t r u e  o n  t h e  w h o l e ,  b u t  t h e r e  a r e ,  I  t h i n k ,  s o m e  
w a y s  b y  w h i c h  t h e  r y o t  c o u l d  i m p r o v e  h i s  c o n d i t i o n .  I  
o f f e r ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h e s e  s u g g e s t i o n s  f o r  t h e  i m p a r t i a l  c o n s i 
d e r a t i o n  o f  y o u r  n a t i v e  r e a d e r s  a s  a  f r i e n d  m i g h t  o f f e r  t h e m  
t o  a  f r i e n d ,  w i t h  f e e l i n g s  o f  d e e p  s y m p a t h y  t o w a r d s  t h e  
r y o t  f o r  t h e  p a t i e n t  a n d  u n c o m p l a i n i n g  w a y  i n  w h i c h  h e  
m a i n t a i n s  h i s  l i f e l o n g  s t r u g g l e  f o r  e x i s t e n c e ,  a n d  w i t h  a  
s t r o n g  s e n s e  o f  t h e  d u t y  r e s t i n g  u p o n  e v e r y  E n g l i s h m a n ,  
c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  I n d i a  t o  d o  a l l  t h e  g o o d  i n  h i s  p o w e r  t o  

$ljat country, The chief causes of the sipall amount of food

o b t a i n e d  f r o m  t h e  s o i l  c o m p a r e d  w i t h  w h a t  m i g h t  b e  g r o w n  
a r e :  i n c e s s a n t  c r o p p i n g  y e a r  a f t e r  y e a r  w i t h o u t  a p p l y i n g  
m a n u r e ;  t h e  s m a l l  s u p p l y  o f  m o i s t u r e  i n  y e a r s  o f  s c a n t y  
r a i n f a l l  i n  a l l  d i s t r i c t s , e x c e p t  t h o s e  w h i c h  a r e  i r r i g a t e d ;  a n d  
s h a l l o w  p l o u g h i n g .  T h i s  l a s t  i s  n e c e s s i t a t e d  b y  t h e  s m a l l  
s i z e  a n d  w e a k n e s s  o f  t h e  h o r n e d  c a t t l e ,  r e s u l t i n g  c h i e f l y  
f r o m  t h e  s c a n t y  s u p p l y  o f  f o o d  u p o n  w h i c h  t h e y  l i v e .  W e r e  
t h e  b u l l o c k s  l a r g e r  t h e y  c o u l d  p l o u g h  m o r e  d e e p l y  w h i l e  
w e l l  f e d  ; b u t  u n d e r  p r e s e n t  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  t h e y  w o u l d  d i e  

f r o m  s t a r v a t i o n  i n  t h e  s e a s o n s  o f  d r o u g h t  w h i c h  o c c u r  
p e r i o d i c a l l y ,  a n d  e v e n  d u r i n g  o r d i n a r y  s e a s o n s  i n  t h o s e  

d i s t r i c t s ,  n o w  u n h a p p i l y  v e r y  n u m e r o u s ,  w h e r e  t h e  p o 
p u l a t i o n  h a s  s o  m u c h  i n c r e a s e d  t h a t  t h e  g r e a t e r  p a r t  o f  

t h e  l a n d  w h i c h  o u g h t  t o  h a v e  b e e n  r e s e r v e d  f o r  p a s t u r e  
h a s  b e e n  b r o u g h t  i n t o  c u l t i v a t i o n . *  I n  T i r h o o t  w h e r e  I  
l i v e d  a b o u t  t e n  y e a r s  a g o ,  I  w a s  i n f o r m e d  t h a t  t h e  
c a t t l e  h a d  p e r c e p t i b l y  d i m i n i s h e d  i n  s i z e  f r o m  t h i s  
c a u s e  w i t h i n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  t w e n t y  y e a r s .  T h e  p o p u l a 
t i o n  w a s  o v e r  s i x  h u n d r e d  t o  t h e  s q u a r e  m i l e .  W h e r e  
s u f f i c i e n t  g r a z i n g  l a n d  s t i l l  r e m a i n s  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  

i m p r o v e m e n t  w o u l d  b e  e f f e c t e d  i f  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  
m a k i n g  h a y  w e r e  u n i v e r s a l l y  a d o p t e d .  T h e  a r t  o f  d o i n g  

s o  w a s  u n k n o w n  e v e n  i n  E n g l a n d  u n t i l  a b o u t  t h e  t i m e  o f  
Q u e e n  E l i z a b e t h ,  p r e v i o u s l y  t o  w h i c h  i t  w a s  c u s t o m a r y  a t  
t h e  c o m m e n c e m e n t  o f  w i n t e r  t o  k i l l  a l l  t h e  c a t t l e  a n d  
s h e e p  e x c e p t  s o  m a n y  a s  c o u l d  m a n a g e  t o  e x i s t  u n t i l  t h e  
f r e s h  g r a s s  g r e w  i n  s p r i n g .  T h e  f l e s h  o f  t h o s e  s l a u g h 
t e r e d  w a s  p r e s e r v e d  f o r  f o o d  b y  s a l t i n g ,  a n d  p e o p l e  g e n e r 
a l l y  l i v e d  w i t h o u t  f r e s h  m e a t  a n d  w i t h  v e r y  l i t t l e  m i l k  

d u r i n g  t h e  g r e a t e r  p a r t  o f  t h e  w i n t e r .

I n  t h o s e  d i s t r i c t s  o f  I n d i a  w h e r e  g r a z i n g  i s  g o o d ,  c a t t l e  

a n d  s h e e p  h a v e  s u f f i c i e n t  f o o d  f r o m  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  
c o m m e n c e m e n t  o f  t h e  r a i n s  u n t i l  a b o u t  t h r e e  m o n t h s  

a f t e r  t h e i r  c e s s a t i o n ,  b u t  i n  t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  o f  t h i s  p e r i o d  
t h e  y o u n g  g r a s s  i s  w a t e r y  a n d  i m m a t u r e  a n d  d u r i n g  f u l l y  
o n e  m o n t h  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  i t  t h e  g r a s s ,  a l t h o u g h  l o n g  a n d  
p l e n t i f u l ,  i s  c o m p o s e d  o f  l i t t l e  b u t  d r y  f i b r e  a n d  is ,  t h e r e 
f o r e ,  n o t  v e r y  n u t r i t i o u s .  W h e n  c e r t a i n  c r o p s  a r e  c u t  

u p o n  t h e  c u l t i v a t e d  l a n d ,  t h e  a n i m a l s  a r e  f a i r l y  f e d  u p o n  
t h e  s t a l k s  f o r  a  s h o r t  p e r i o d .  A t  o t h e r  s e a s o n s  o f  t h e  y e a r  
t h e y  p i c k  u p  a  s c a n t y  s u b s i s t e n c e  b y  e a t i n g  t h e  d r i e d  

s t u m p s  o f  g r a s s  w h i c h  p r o j e c t  a  l i t t l e  a b o v e  t h e  s c o r c h e d  
s u r f a c e  o f  t h e  g r o u n d .  I n  t h e  g r e a t e r  p a r t  o f  t h e  B e n g a l  
P r e s i d e n c y ,  t h e i r  c o n d i t i o n  i s  t r u l y  p i t i a b l e  f r o m  e a r l y  i n  
A p r i l  u n t i l  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  J u n e  w h e n  t h e  r a i n s  u s u a l l y  

c o m m e n c e .

T h e  e f f e c t s  o f  s u c h  f e e d i n g  a r e :  1 .  T h e  g r o w t h  o f  
y o u n g  a n i m a l s  i s  a r r e s t e d  e v e r y  y e a r  i n  t h e  d r y  s e a s o n ,  
s o  t h a t  w h e n  f u l l  g r o w n  t h e y  a r e  o f  s m a l l  s i z e ,  a n d  t h e  
s t r e n g t h  o f  t h e  o l d e r  o n e s  i s  g r e a t l y  r e d u c e d .  2 .  D e a t h  
o f t e n  r e s u l t s  e i t h e r  f r o m  a b s o l u t e  s t a r v a t i o n  o r  f r o m  t h e  
d i s e a s e s  p r o d u c e d  b y  w e a k n e s s  a n d  i n d i g e s t i b l e  f o o d .  3 .  

T h e  s u p p l y  o f  m i l k  i s  e i t h e r  c o n s i d e r a b l y  d i m i n i s h e d  o r  
s t o p p e d  a l t o g e t h e r .

A l t h o u g h  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  g r a s s  i s  c o l l e c t e d  b y  c e r t a i n  
p e o p l e  a n d  s t o r e d  f o r  s a l e  a t  c a m p i n g  g r o u n d s ,  i t  i s  
g e n e r a l l y  c u t  a f t e r  i t  h a s  b e c o m e  t o o  o l d ,  w h e n  a  c o n s i 
d e r a b l e  q u a n t i t y  o f  t h e  n u t r i m e n t  h a s  b e e n  e x p e n d e d  i n  
f o r m i n g  t h e  s e e d s ,  w h i c h  h a v e  d r o p p e d  o n  t h e  g r o u n d ,  
a n d  w h e n  t h e  s t a l k s  c o n t a i n  l i t t l e  b u t  d r y  f i b r e s  w h i c h  

a r e  d i f f i c u l t  o f  d i g e s t i o n .  S u c h  g r a s s  e v e n ,  i f  p l e n t i f u l l y  
s u p p l i e d  t o  t h e i r  c a t t l e s  b y  t h e  r y o t s ,  w o u l d  n o t  k e e p  t h e  
a n i m a l s  i n  f u l l  s t r e n g t h .

I n  o r d e r  t o  m a k e  v e r y  n u t r i t i o u s  h a y  t h e  g r a s s  o u g h t  
t o  b e  c u t  w h i l e  a  g r e a t  p a r t  o f  i t  i s  b l o o m i n g ,  a t  t l i o  l a t t e r

* The great problem for India is undoubtedly th a t (except in what may 
bo called tho •* new countries” of old Indin, ns tlio wilder parts of tho Cen
tral Provinces, nud the N orth-East and Eastern Frontier) there is really but 
little  land which remains to bo brought under cultivation. Tho “ deserts” 
(as those lying west of tho Punjab and Uajpootana) are nut only irreclaim 
able by any means now known to science as feasible but arc, as any one 
who has lived in Marwar &o. can testify , often locally ayyressii'c. And in the 
process of “ bringing under cultivation ” the hill-slopes (such as the sides- 
of the ranges of Southern and Central India ) which the  savage hill tribes 
had maintained in tac t from the Hindu? and Muhammedans since the days 
of Kama, civilization is really laying its bauds upon and destroying mauy 
of the sources whence, by natural channels, fertility  was carried autom a
tically to tho plains bolow. Nevertheless, much may bo said on both 
eidey.- 'EB, '



e n d  o f  t h e  r a i n s  w h e n  t h e  s t a l k s  a r e  f u l l  o f  s a p .  A f t e r  b e i n g  
cut. ,  i t  s h o u l d  b e  s p r e a d  o u t  t h i n l y  o n  t h e  g r o u n d  t o  d r y .  

I f  p r o p e r l y  m a n a g e d ,  o n e  d a y  i s  u s u a l l y  s u f f i c i e n t  f o r  
t h i s .  I t  s h o u l d  t h e n  b e  a t  o n c e  c o l l e c t e d  a n d  m a d e  i n t o  

s t a c k s  f o u r  o r  f i v e  y a r d s  l o n g  a n d  w i d e ,  a n d  t h r e e  o r  
f o u r  h i g h ,  w i t h  a  s t e e p  t o p  s l o p i n g  l i k e  t h e  r o o f  
o f  a  h o u s e .  I f  t h i s  t o p  b e  t h a t c h e d  w i t h  l o n g  c o a r s e  
g r a s s ,  s u c h  a s  k a i n s ,  t h e  r a i n  w i l l  n o t  p e n e t r a t e .  
C a r e  s h o u l d  b e  t a k e n  t h a t  t h e  g r a s s  i s  s u f f i c i e n t l y  d r y  
b e f o r e  b e i n g  s t a c k e d ,  o t h e r w i s e  i t  w i l l  f e r m e n t  t o o  m u c h  
a n d  s o m e t i m e s  c a t c h  f i r e .  W h e n  o f  t h e  r i g h t  d e g r e e  o f  
d r y n e s s  i t  u n d e r g o e s  a  s l i g h t  f e r m e n t a t i o n  d u r i n g  w h i c h  
a  g r e a t  p a r t  o f  t h a t  w h i c h  i n  t h e  g r e e n  s t a t e  w a s  s a p  i s  
c o n v e r t e d  i n t o  s u g a r ,  a n d  v a r i o u s  a r o m a t i c  s u b s t a n c e s  
a r ' f o r m e d ,  g i v i n g  i t  a  s c e n t  a n d  t a s t e  v e r y  p l e a s a n t  t o  
a n i m a l s .  I f  t h e  c a t t l e  a n d  s h e e p  w e r e  f e d  u p o n  t h i s  
i n  t h a t  p a r t  o f  t h e  y e a r  w h e n  o t h e r  f o r a g e  i s  s c a n t y ,  t h e  

f o l l o w i n g  r e s u l t s  w i l l  e n s u e .

] .  T hey  would lie larger and stronger than a t  present,  from 
their  growth not being annually checked.

2. T he  working bullocks would be capable of ploughing 
more deeply and dragging heavier loads in their  carts than 
they now do.

3. 1  he cows would give milk o f  a more nutritious quality, 

in  greater quantities and for longer periods, thus adding vast

ly to the food of the people.
4. In  places w here cattle have deteriorated, their  im prove

ment, could be hastened by crossing them with larger and better 
breeds brought from other districts. A t  present such crossing 
is worse than useless, because scanty food causes large-framed 

nnimals to stnrve to death where the smaller manage to survive.

I n  s o m e  y e a r s  t h e r e  i s  a  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  m a k i n g  h a y  o f  
t h e  b e s t  q u a l i t y  o w i n g  t o  t h e  r a i n s  b e i n g  p r o t r a c t e d  u n t i l  

m a n y  o f  t h e  g r a s s e s  h a v e  g o n e  t o  s e e d , — b u t  e v e n  t h e n  
t h e  s t e m s ,  i f  c u t  w h i l e  g r e e n ,  c o n t a i n  a  g r e a t  a m o u n t  o f  
s a p ,  a n d  s o m e  s p e c i e s  o t  t h e  g r a s s e s  b l o o m  m u c h  l a t e r  
t h a n  o t h e r s  ; s o  t h a t ,  b y  t a k i n g  a d v a n t a g e  o f  o c c a s i o n a l  
s u n s h i n y  d a y s ,  g o o d  h a y  c a n  s t i l l  b e  m a d e .  L a s t  y e a r  
d u r i n g  a  l a t e  r a i n y  s e a s o n  i n  t h e  N o r t h e r n  P u n j a b  h i l l s ,  
I  m a d e  s u f f i c i e n t  h a y  o f  e x c e l l e n t  q u a l i t y  t o  k e e p  o n e  

h u n d r e d  a n d  f i f t y  h o r s e s  l o r  s i x  m o n t h s . ' 1)

H a y  c a n n o t  b e  m a d e  i n  j u n g l e  l a n d s  t o  t h e  b e s t  a d v a n 
t a g e ,  e x c e p t  u p o n  p o r t i o n s  s o  f e n c e d  a s  t o  p r e v e n t  c a t t l e  

g r a z i n g  i n  t h e m .  W h e n  w a l k i n g  a b o u t  a s  t h e y  d o  a t  
p r e s e n t ,  t h e y  t r a m p l e  d o w n  a n d  d e s t r o y  f a r  m o r e  t h a n  

t h e y  e a t .

I t  w o u l d  b e  a d v a n t a g e o u s  i f  t h e  p l a c e  w h e r e  h a y  i s  
g i v e n  t o  t h e  c a t t l e  c o u l d  a l s o  b e  f e n c e d ,  i n  o r d e r  t h a t  t h e  
m a n u r e  c o u l d  b e  e a s i l y  c o l l e c t e d  a n d  s p r e a d  o n  t h e  f i e l d s .

T h e  g r e a t e r  p a r t  o f  t h e  l a n d  i n  I n d i a ,  e x c e p t  t h a t  w h i c h  
i s  a n n u a l l y  c o v e r e d  b y  r i v e r s  o v e r f l o w i n g  t h e i r  b a n k s ,  i s  

n e v e r  m a n u r e d .

L a n d  w h i c h  i s  n e w l y  c l e a r e d  f r o m  j u n g l e  g i v e s  f i n e  
c r o p s  d u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  f e w  y e a r s ,  f o r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  r e a s o n s .  

T h e r e  a r e  c e r t a i n  s u b s t a n c e s  i n  t h e  a i r  w h i c h  a r e  c a r r i e d  
b y  r a i n  i n t o  t h e  s o i l — a n d  o t h e r s  w h i c h  a r e  a b s o r b e d  b y  
t h e  e a r t h  e v e n  w h e n  i t  i s  d r y .  T h e s e  s u b s t a n c e s ,  t o g e t h e r  
w i t h  p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  s o i l  i t s e l f ,  a r e  u s e d  b y  p l a n t s  w h e n  
g r o w i n g ; i n  o t h e r  w o r d s  t h e y  a r e  t h e  f o o d s  o f  p l a n t s .  
W h e n  a  p l a n t  d i e s  a n d  d e c a y s ,  p a r t  o f  i t  e v a p o r a t e s  i n t o  
t h e  a i r ,  b u t  a  l a r g o  p o r t i o n  m i x e s  w i t h  t h e  e a r t h ,  s o  t h a t  

t h e  l o n g e r  t h e  t i m e  d u r i n g  w h i c h  g r a s s  a n d  j u n g l e  g r o w  

a n d  d e c a y  u p o n  g r o u n d ,  t h e  m o r e  d o e s  t h e  l a t t e r  c o n t a i n  

o f  t h o s e  s u b s t a n c e s  w h i c h  f o r m  f o o d  f o r  p l a n t s .

F o r  t h e  f i r s t  f e w  y e a r s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  a f t e r  i t  i s  c u l t i v a t e d  
t h e  c r o p s  a r e  v e r y  f i n e ,  b u t  t h e  f o o d  w h i c h  h a d  b e e n  
d e p o s i t e d  b y  t h e  j u n g l e  i s  a t  l e n g t h  u s e d  u p ,  a n d  t h e  
c r o p s  t h e n  o b t a i n e d  a r e  l i m i t e d  i n  q u a n t i t y  b y  t h e  a m o u n t  
o f  f o o d  w h i c h  i s  a n n u a l l y  f o r m e d  b y  t h e  d e c o m p o s i t i o n  

o f  t h e  s o i l  a n d  t h e  s u b s t a n c e s  w h i c h  a r e  a n n u a l l y  d e 
p o s i t e d  i n  it, b y  t h e  a i r  a n d  r a i n .  A f t e r  t h i s  t h e  c r o p s  
c o n t i n u e  t o  d i m i n i s h ,  b u t  o n l y  a t  a  v e r y  s low '  r a t e ,  i f  t h e

( 1 )  T h i s  s u g g e s t i o n  a s  t o  “  h a y - m a k i n g ”  a p p e a r s  t o  u s  t o  b e  o f  g r e a t  

j v n v c t i c a l  i m p o r t a n c e ,  a n d  w o  c a l l  u p o n  o u r  r e a d e r s  a s  p a t r i o t s  t o  d i s s e m i 

n a t e  a n d  ( l i e c u i s  t h o  i d e a  a s  m u c h  a s  t h e y  i n d i v i d u a l l y  c a n . — E d .

s o i l  b e  w e l l  p l o u g h e d ,  s o  a s  t o  e n a b l e  t h e  a i r  t o  p e n e t r a t e  
d e e p l y  i n t o  i t .  '

I t  i s  e v i d e n t  t h a t  t h e  m o r e  d e e p l y  l a n d  i s  p l o u g h e d  t h e  
m o r e  f o o d  w i l l  b e  f o r m e d  b y  t h e  a c t i o n  o f  t h e  a i r  a n d  r a i n ,  

a n d  t h e  m o r e  d e e p l y  t h e  r o o t s  o f  p l a n t s  c a n  g r o w  t o  r e a c h  
t h a t  f o o d / 2 )

I t  i s  a l s o  e v i d e n t ,  t h a t  i f ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  p l o u g h i n g ,  c e r 
t a i n  s u b s t a n c e s  c o n t a i n i n g  n o u r i s h m e n t  f o r  p l a n t s  b e  
m i x e d  w i t l i  t h e  e a r t h ,  t h e  c r o p s  w i l l  b e  g r e a t e r  t h a n  w h e n  
p l o u g h i n g  a l o n e  i s  p r a c t i s e d .  S u c h  s u b s t a n c e s ,  c a l l e d  
m a n u r e s ,  a r e  m a d e  f r o m  l e a v e s  a n d  s t a l k s  o f  p l a n t s ,  f r o m  
e x c r e m e n t  o f  a n i m a l s ,  a n d  m a n y  o t h e r  t h i n g s .

I n  C h i n a ,  a l t h o u g h  i t  h a s  b e e n  t h i c k l y  p o p u l a t e d  f o r  
a g e s ,  t h e  s o i l  p r o d u c e s  f i n e  c r o p s  a n d  d o e s  n o t  d i m i n i s h  
i n  f e r t i l i t y ,  b e c a u s e  t h e  C h i n e s e  m a n u r e  t h e i r  f i e l d s  w e l l .  
T h e y  c o l l e c t  a m o n g s t  o t h e r  t h i n g s  t h e  e x c r e m e n t  o f  
h u m a n  b e i n g s  a n d  m i x  i t  w i t h  t h e  e a r t h  i n s t e a d  o f  
a l l o w i n g  i t ,  a s  i s  u s u a l l y  t h e  c a s e  i n  I n d i a  a n d  m a n y  
o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s ,  t o  b e  w a s t e d ,  o r  s t i l l  w o r s e ,  w a s h e d  i n t o  

t a n k s  a n d  n u l l a h s  w h e r e  i t  p o l l u t e s  t h e  w a t e r  a n d  p r o 
d u c e s  d i s e a s e .

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  s u b s t d n c e s  v a l u a b l e  a s  m a n u r e  a r e  w i t h i n  
t h e  m e a n s  o f  t h e  I n d i a n  a g r i c u l t u r i s t  t o  c o l l e c t : —

1 .  T h e  a s h e s  f r o m  f i r e - p l a c e s  w h e r e  w o o d ,  c o w d u n g ,  

s t a l k s  o f  s u g a r c a n e ,  a n d  o t h e r  t h i n g s  a r e  b u r n t . ' f 1

2 .  L e a v e s  <3> w h i c h  f a l l  f r o m  t r e e s  a n d  s t a l k s  o f  c r o p  
w h i c h  a r e  n o t  e a t e n ,  ( f 1 )

3 .  T h e  d u n g  o f  s h e e p ,  h o r s e s ,  a n d  a l s o  o f  h o r n e d  c a t 
t l e  w h e n  i t  i s  n o t  r e q u i r e d  f o r  f u e l .

4*. T h e  r e f u s e  o f  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  t o w n s  a n d  
v i l l a g e s  w h i c h  m i g h t  r e a d i l y  b e  c o l l e c t e d  i n  d r y  e a r t h  
l a t r i n e s .  <4)

5 .  T h e  c a r c a s e s  o f  a n i m a l s  w h i c h  d i e .  T h e s e  s h o u l d  
b e  c u t  i n t o  s m a l l  p i e c e s ,  m i x e d  w i t h  d a m p  e a r t h ,  c o l l e c t e d  
i n t o  l a r g e  h e a p s  a n d  k e p t  u n t i l  d e c a y e d ,  i n s t e a d  o f  b e i n g  
l e f t  fo r  j a c k a l s  a n d  b i r d s  t o  e a t . § 2

G. T h e  b o n e s  o f  h o r s e s ,  c a m e l s ,  s h e e p ,  g o a t s ,  a n d  
h o r n e d  c a t t l e .  I f  b r o k e n  i n t o  v e r y  s m a l l  p i e c e s ,  s p r e a d  
o v e r  a n d  p l o u g h e d  i n t o  t h e  e a r t h ,  t h e y  c a u s e  f i n e  c r o p s  t o  
b e  p r o d u c e d  f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s .  W h e n  t h e y  a r e  w a n t e d  t o  
f e r t i l i z e  q u i c k l y  t h e y  s h o u l d ,  a f t e r  b e i n g  b r o k e n  i n  p i e c e s ,  
b e  m i x e d  w i t h  o n e  t h i r d  t h e i r  w e i g h t  o f  c l a y  s a t u r a t e d  

w i t h  u r i n e ,  t h e n  c o v e r e d  w i t h  w e t  c l a y  s i x  i n c h e s  d e e p  
a n d  l e f t  f o r  s e v e r a l  w e e k s  u n t i l  d e c a y e d . - f 1

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  e x p e r i m e n t s  m a d e  i n  E u r o p e  s h e w  t h e  
g r e a t  i n c r e a s e  i n  c r o p s  g i v e n  b y  m a n u r e .  S o m e  u n 
m a n u r e d  l a n d  w a s  p l a n t e d  w i t h  b a r l e y  a n d  p r o d u c e d  f o u r  
b u s h e l s . ( c >

A n  e q u a l  q u a n t i t y  o f  t h e  s a m e  l a n d  s o w n  w i t h  t h e  s a m e  
q u a n t i t y  o f  b a r l e y  a n d  m a n u r e d  w i t h  c o w d u n g ,  p r o d u c e d  

e l e v e n  b u s h e l s .

A n  e q u a l  a m o u n t  s o w n  w i t h  t h e  s a m e  q u a n t i t y  o f  b a r l e y  

a n d  m a n u r e d  w i t h  s h e e p d u n g  p r o d u c e d  s i x  b u s h e l s .

I n  s o m e  e x p e r i m e n t s  p e r f o r m e d  i n  E n g l a n d  d u r i n g  
t w e n t y - n i n e  y e a r s  e n d i n g  1 8 8 0 ,  t h e  l a u d  w h i c h  w a s  
u n m a n u r e d  d u r i n g  t h e  w h o l e  t i m e ,  p r o d u c e d  e i g h t e e n  

b u s h e l s  o f  w h e a t  y e a r l y  o n  t h e  a v e r a g e .  T h e  s a m e  q u a n 
t i t y  o f  l a n d  m a n u r e d  w i t h  t h e  d u n g  o f  h o r s e s  a n d  c o w s  

m i x e d  w i t h  s t r a w ,  a v e r a g e d  f o r t y - o n e  b u s h e l s  y e a r l y .

I n  t h o s e  d i s t r i c t s  o f  I n d i a  w h e r e  t h e r e  a r e  n o  c a n a l s  

m u c h  m i g h t  f r e q u e n t l y  b e  d o n e  b y  t h e  r y o t s  t o  e n s u r e  a  

g o o d  s u p p l y  o f  w a t e r  f o r  i r r i g a t i o n .  A  g r e a t  p a r t  o f  t h e  
r a i n  w h i c h  n o w  f a l l s  a n n u a l l y  i s  l o s t  t h r o u g h  i t s  r u n n i n g  
d o w n  n u l l a h s  i n t o  t h e  l a r g e  r i v e r s  a n d  t h e n  t o  t h e  s e a .  
T h i s  w o u l d  b e  p r e v e n t e d  i f  a  s e r i e s  o f  b u n d s  w e r e  m a d e

( 2 )  T r u e ,  b a t  w i l l  i t  n o t  a l s o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  r a p i d i t y  w i t h  w h i c h  t h e  s o i l  i s  
e x h a u s t e d  a n d  t h e r e b y  n e c e s s i t a t e  a  l a r g e r  u s e  o f  m a n u r o  ?  T h i s  m a y  b e  
n o  q u e s t i o n  f o r  r i c h  E n g l a n d  v l n o h  m a n u r e s  h e r  e x h a u s t e d  s o i l  w i t h  t h o  
b i r d - d u n g  o f  C h i l i  a n d  t h e  b o n e s  o f  M a s t o d o n ? ,  b u t  h o w  w i l l  i t  a f f e c t  
I n d i a ,  w h i c h  i s  a l r e a d y  d y i n g  f o r  w a n t  o f  m a n u r e  a n d  i s  t o o  p o o r  t o  b u y  

a n y ? — E d .

( 3 )  T h e  v a l u e  o f  s u b s t a n c e s  m a r k e d  +1 i n  t h ©  t o x t  a r e  u s u a l l y  u n k n o w n  t o  o r  
u n d e r v a l u e d  b y  t h e  I n d i a n  p e a s a n t r y . —  K i \

( ‘ I )  I n  t h e  u s o  o f  t h e s e  a r t i c l e s ,  r e l i g i o u s  a n d  c a s t e - p r e j u d i c i e s  a t i c (  
i n h e r i t e d  “  d i s g \ i s t ”  n t p r o s e n t  l i m i t  t h o  I n d i a n  l a b o r e r . — E d .

( 5 )  B e e  J o h n s t o n ’ s  A g r i c u l t u r a l  C h e m i s t r y ,



a t  i n t e r v a l s  a l o n g  t h e  c o u r s e s  o f  a l l  n u l l a h s  n n d  s m a l l e r  

s t r e a m s .  I  h a v e  s e e n  t a n k s  o r  j h u l s  w h i c h  h a v e  b e e n  

f o r m e d  in  t h i s  m a n n e r  b y  v i l l a g e r s  i n  s o m e  p a r t s  o f  I n d i a ,  

w i t h  w a t e r - c o u r s e s  e x t e n d i n g  f r o m  t h e m  i n t o  t h e  n e i g h 
b o u r i n g  f ie ' , ( i s .  T h e r e  s e e m s  n o  r e a s o n  w h y  t h e  c u s t o m  

c o u l d  n o t  b e c o m e  a l m o s t  u n i v e r s a l . ^ )

G E S T U R E  S P E E C H .

I n  N o s .  6  a n d  1 1  ( V o l .  I )  o f  t h e  T h e o s o p h i s t ,  a t t e n t i o n  

■was c a l l e d  t o  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  s c i e n t i f i c  p r o j e c t  o f  t h e  B u r e a u  
o f  E t h n o l o g y  o f  t h e  ( U .  S . )  S m i t h s o n i a n  I n s t i t u t i o n ,  t o  

m a k e  a  c a r e f u l  s y n t h e s i s  o f  t h e  s i g n s  a n d  g e s t u r e s  u s e d  b y  
v a r i o u s  t r i b e s  a n d  n a t i o n s  t o  e x p r e s s  i d e a s  a n d  e m b e l l i s h  
c o n v e r s a t i o n .  S p e c i a l  n o t i c e  i s  a s k e d  o f  o u r  o ld  s u b s c r i b 
e r s  t o  t h e s e  a r t i c l e s ,  t h e  l a t t e r  o n e  i n  p a r t i c u l a r .  I t  i s  

g r a t i f y i n g  t o  k n o w  t h a t  C o l .  J .  W .  P o w e l l  a n d  L t . - C o l .  
G a r r i c k  M a l l e r y ,  o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n  a r m y ,  w h o  h a v e  t h o  

d i r e c t i o n  o f  t h i s  g r e a t  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  w o r k ,  w i l l ,  i n  c o n s e 
q u e n c e  o f  o u r  p r e v i o u s  a p p e a l s ,  b e  a s s i s t e d  b y  s e v e r a l  

i n t e l l i g e n t  o b s e r v e r s  i n  I n d i a  a n d  C e y l o n .  F u r t h e r  

p u b l i c a t i o n s  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  s u b j e c t  h a v e  b e e n  r e c e i v e d  b y  
C o l .  O l c o t t  f r o m  t h o  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r  D e p a r t 
m e n t ,  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  G o v e r n m e n t .  A m o n g  t h e s e  
ss  t h e  r e p r i n t  o f  a  p a p e r  r e a d  b y  C o l .  M a l l e r y  b e f o r e  t h e  
A m e r i c a n  A s s o c i a t i o n  f o r  t h e  A d v a n c e m e n t  o f  S c i e n c e ,  a t  
t h e  C i n c i n n a t i  m e e t i n g  i n  A u g u s t  l a s t .  F o r  t h e  i n f o r m a -• O O t
t i o n  o f  s u c h  a s  m a y  n o t  h a v e  s e e n  o u r  p r e v i o u s . a r t i c l e s ,  
w e  w i l l  b r i e f l y  e x p l a i n  t h e  B u r e a u  o f  E t h n o l o g y ’s  i d e a .  

A s  m a n k i n d  d e v e l o p e d  o u t  o f  s a v a g e r y  t o w a r d s  c i v i l i s a 
t i o n ,  t h e i r  f i r s t  m e t h o d  o f  c o m m u n i c a t i n g  t h o u g h t  w a s  b y  

t h e  u s e  o f  g e s t u r e s  : a  t h i n g  w a n t e d  w o u l d  b e  p o i n t e d  
a t ; t h e  o r d e r  t o  b r i n g  i t  w a s  i n d i c a t e d  b y  a  p o i n t ; a n d  t h e  

g e s t u r e  o f  b e c k o n i n g ; t h e  d o u b l e d  f i s t  w a s  t h e  s i g n  o f  
m e n a c e  t h e  g e n t l y  e x t e n d e d  a r m s  s i g n i f i e d  a  d e s i r e  t o  
e m b r a c e .  S o ,  b y  t h e  u s e  o f  a  f e w  i n s t i n c t i v e  g e s t u r e s ,  
m a n y  h u m a n  w a n t s  a n d  e m o t i o n s  c o u l d  b e ,  a n d  d o u b t l e s s  

"wero,  e x p r e s s e d .  A s  a r t i c u l a t e  s p e e c h  w a s  e v o l v e d ,  w o r d s  
n a t u r a l l y  s u p p l a n t e d  t h e  c l u m s i e r  s i g n s ,  a n d  l i t t l e  b y  l i t t l e  
tY ie  l a t t e r  b e c a m e  e n t i r e l y  s u b o r d i n a t e  a n d  i l l u s t r a t i v e .  A t  
p r e s e n t  t h e  o n l y  p e o p l e  w h o  a r e  c o n f i n e d  w h o l l y  t o  t h o  
fu se  o f  g e s t u r e - s p e e c h  a r e  d e a f - m u t e s ,  a n d  t h e  d u m b  
ib l a c k  e u n u c h s  o f  T u r k i s h  h a r e m s  w h o m  t h e  c r u e l t y  o f  

t h e i r  m a s t e r s  h a s  d e p r i v e d  a l i k e  o f  t h e i r  m a n h o o d  a n d  
t h e i r  t o n g u e s .  B u t  s t i l l  g e s t u r e s  a r e  l a r g e l y  e m p l o y e d  
f o r  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  b e t w e e n  t r i b e s ,  s u c h  a s  t h e  I n d i a n s  o f  
A m e r i c a ,  t h e  B h i l s  o f  I n d i a ,  t h e  Y e d d a h s  o f  C e y l o n ,  t h e  
w i l d  n e g r o e s  o f  A f r i c a ,  a n d  t h e  A r a b  m o u n t a i n e e r s  o f  
A l g e r i a ,  T u n i s ,  a n d  o t h e r  A f r i c a n  c o u n t r i e s  b o r d e r i n g  o n  
t h e  M e d i t e r r a n e a n .  T h e y  a r e  a l s o  t h e  l a s t  r e s o u r c e  o f  
t r a v e l l e r s ,  t h e  w o r l d  o v e r .  I f  n o w ,  t h e r e  c a n  b e  s u c c e s s 

f u l l y  m a d e  a  c o m p l e t e  v o c a b u l a r y  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s i g n s ,  
i t  w i l l  n o t  o n l y  b e  o f  i m m e n s e  v a l u e  t o  a l l  w l i o  t r a v e l ,  
w h e t h e r  f r o m  d i s t r i c t  t o  d i s t r i c t . ,  o r  f r o m  c o u n t r y  t o  c o u n 
t r y ,  b u t  a l s o — a s  C o l .  M a l l e r y  t r u t h f u l l y  o b s e r v e s — “ s o l v e  
p r o b l e m s  in  p s y c h o l o g i c  c o m p a r a t i v e  p h i l o l o g y  n o t  l i m i t e d  
t o  t h e  s i n g l e  f o r m  o f  s p e e c h ,  b u t  e m b r a c i n g  a l l  m o d e s  o f  
e x p r e s s i n g  i d e a s . ” J u s t  n o w  t h e r e  i s  b e g i n n i n g  n m o n g  
s c i e n t i f i c  m e n  a  s h a r p  d e b a t e  a s  t o  w h e t h e r  E g y p t  w a s  
p e o p l e d  b y  i m m i g r a n t s  f r o m  I n d i a ,  o r  A r y a v a r t a  d e r i v e d  

i t s  p o p u l a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  a n c i e n t  K l i e m .  C o u l d  w e  b u t  
c o l l a t e  t h e  g e s t u r e s  u s e d  b v  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  t h o s e  t w o  
h o a r y  l a n d s ,  w i t h  t l i e  h e l p  o f t h e i r a r c h s e o l o g i c a l  m o n u m e n t s  
a n d  t h e  s i g n s  w h i c h  s u r v i v e  a m o n g  t h e i r  d e s c e n d a n t s ,  
t h a t  i m p o r t a n t  q u e s t i o n  m i g h t  b e  s e t  a t  r e s t ,  a n d  l i c h t  b o  
t h r o w n  u p o n  p r o b l e m s  t h a t  a f f e c t  u s  a l l  i n  a  h i g h  d e c r e e .  
W e  h o p e ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h a t  a m o n g  o u r  s u b s c r i b e r s  i n  I n d i a ,  
C e y l o n ,  B u r m a h ,  S i a m ,  J a v a ,  A u s t r a l i a ,  A f r i c a ,  a n d  o t h e r  
p a r t s  o f  t h e  w o r l d ,  m a n y  w i l l  t a k e  u p  t h i s  i n q u i r y  i n  c o l -

< G )  T h i s  i s  a  m o s t  i n i n o r t a n t .  p r a c t i c a l  s u c c r e s t i o n .  O f  c o u r s e .  l o c a l  c i r c u m 
s t a n c e s  d i f f e r  o v o r y w h e r e  A n d  t h o  t x n e t  m o d e  o f  p r o c e d u r e  m u s t  b o  r o -  
g u l a t e d i n  A c c o r d a n c e ,  b u t  i n  t h o  a p p l i c a t i o n  n f  t h i s  i d e a  i n  v a  i o n s  f o r m a  
a n d  i n  w h i t  i s  n  n e c e s s a r y  a c c e s s o r y  t o  i t  ( f o r  a l o n o  i t  i s  o n l y  h a l f  t h e  
b a t t l o  )  the encouragement of tree-vlantinp. l i e s  t h ©  o n l y  h o p ©  o f  m i t i g a t i o n  
o f  t l i e  p h y s i c a l  e x h a u s t i o n  o f  f n d i a  A n d  there it is in the H i t i d o o  S c r i p t u r e s  
w h i c h  d e c l a r e  t h a t  b l o s s e d  i s  h e  w h o  p l a n t s  a  t r e o  o r  d i c r s  a  w e l l  i —  
When will Indians universally act u p  to t h o  s p i r i t  of t h i s  maxim ? — E d ,

l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  G o v e r n m e n t .  I t  ia  

n o t  e v e r y  d a y  t h a t  p e r s o n s ,  n o t  t r a i n e d  s p e c i a l i s t s ,  h a v e  

s u c h  a  c h a n c e  a s  t h i s  t o  g i v e  v a l u a b l e  a i d  t o  s c i e n c e ,  a n d  

u n d e r  s u c h  d i g n i f i e d  s u p e r i n t e n d e n c e .  C o r r e s p o n d e n t s  

s h o u l d  a d d r e s s  C o l .  G a r r i c k  M a l l e r y ,  U .  S .  A , S m i t h 
s o n i a n  I n s t i t u t i o n ,  W a s h i n g t o n ,  D .  C . ,  A m e r i c a .  O r  l e t t e r s  
m a y  b e  s e n t  t o  C o l .  O l c o t t ,  a t  t h e  T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y ’s  

H e a d q u a r t e r s ,  B o m b a y ,  a n d  h e  w i l l  f o r w a r d  t h e m .

u OM," A N D  I T S  P R A C T I C A L  S I G N I F I C A T I O N .
B Y  N .  C .  P A U L ,  G . B . M . C .  *

I  shall begin with a definition of Om, as given by the late 

Professor Theodore Goldstiicker :—
“ Om is a Sanskrit word which, on account of the mystical 

notions th a t  even at au early date of Hindu civilisation were 
connected with it, acquired much importance in the development 
of Hindu religion. I t s  original sense is that of emphatic or 
Rolemn affirmation or assent. Thus, when in the White Yajur 
Veda the sacrificer invites the gods to lejoice iu his sacrifice, the 
goddess Savitri assents to his summons by saying ‘ Om' (i. e. be 
it  b o )  ; proceed ! ”

Or, when in the Rrihadaranyaka-Upanishnd, Prajapati,  the 

father of god->, men and demons, asks the pods w hether  they 

have understood his instructions, he expresses his satisfaction 

with tlieir affirmative reply, in these words, “ Om, you have 
fully comprehended it and in the same. Upanishad, Pravahnna 
answers the question of Swetaketu, as to w hether his father has 

instructed him, by u tte r in g  the word “ Om” “  i. e., forsooth 

( I  am). ”
A  portion o f  tho Ricrveda called the A ifareyn-Brahmana, 

where, describing a religious ceremony a t  which verses from 
tho Rigveda, as well as songs called Gathas, were recited by 

the priest called I lotri ,  and responses given by another priest, 

the Adhwarvu, says : Om is the response of the Adhwaryu to 
tho Rigveda verses (recited by the I lo tr i )  and likewise tathd 
(  i. e. thus )  his response to tho Gathas, for Om is ( the term of 
assent)  used by tho gods, whereas tathd is ( the term of 
assent ) used by men ( the Rigveda verses being to the orthodox 

H indu of divine and tlie Gatlias of human authorship).
In  this, tlie original sense of the word, it is little doubtful 

th a t  Om is but an older and contracted form of the common 
S anskrit word evam ( “ thus” ) which coming from the prono

minal base “ a ” in some derivations changed to ‘ e "— may 

have nt one time occurred in the form avam when, by the elision 
o f  the vowel following u for which there tire numerous ana

logies in Sanskrit,—--.vum would become aam nnd hence, 
according to the ordinary phonetic, laws of tho language, Om. 
T h is  etymology of the word, however, seems to have been 

losL even at  an early period of S an sk r it  literature ; for another 
ia met with in the ancient grammarians, enabling us to ac
count for the mysticism which many religious and theological 
works of ancient and mediaeval In d ia  suppose to inhere in 

it. According to this lat ter etymology, Om would come from 

a radical av by means of au affix man when Om would be 
a curtailed form of avman or omin  aud as av implies the 

notion of “ protect, preserve, save,” Om would be a term 

implying “ protection or salvation its mystical properties and 
its sanctity being inferred from its occurrence in tho Vedic 

writings and in connection wiLh sacrificial nets, such ns are 

alluded to before.
Hence Om became the auspicious word with which th e  

spiritual teacher had to hegin nnd the pupil to end each lescon 
of his leading of the Veda. “ Let. this syllable,” the existing 

P rati-snkhya or a gram m ar of the Rigveda, enjoins, “  be the head 

of the reading of Lhe Veda, for alike to the teacher and the 
pupil, it is the supreme Brahman, tho gate of heaven.” A n d  
Manu ordains : “ A Bridiman a t  the beginning and end (o f  a
lesson on the V ed a)  must always pronounce the syllable Om ; 
for unless Om precede, his learning will slip away from him ; 
and unless it, follows, nothing will be long retained.”

A t  the time when ano th er  class of writings ( th e  P u ra n s )  
wero added to the inspired code of Hinduism, for a similar reason 

“  Om ” is their introductory word.

T h a t  the mysterious power which, as the foregoing quotation 
from the lawbook of Manu shows, was attributed to this word, 

must have been the subject ot early speculation, is obvious 
enough. A reas:m assigned for it is given by Manu hirrself.

*  D r .  P a u l  i s  t h e  a u t h o r  o f  t h e  v a l u a b l e  t r e a t i s e  o n  Y o g a  V i d y a  t h a t  w a s  
c o p i e d  i n t o  t h i s  m a g a z i n o  s o m o  t i m o  s i n c e , — E d .



“  Brahma,” ho says, “ extracted from the three Vedas th e  letter 
a ,  tlio letter v ,  nnd the letter m  (which combined result  in O m )  
together with the (m ysterious) words Bhuh, ( e a r th )  Bhuva, 
( s k y )  nnd swah (heaven) and in another vet'so : “ These 

three great immnt.ahle words, precoded by thn syllable O m ,  
and ( th e  sacred Rigveda verse called) G ay atre ,  consisting of 

three lines, must be considered as tho mouth (o r  entrnnco) of 
Brahmun ( th e  V e d a )”— or, as the commentators observe— tho 
menus of attaining final emancipation ; and “ The syllable O m  
is the supremo Brahman. (T h re e )  regulated breathing-; accom
panied with the mental recitation of Om, tho three mysterious 
words Bhuh, Bhuvah , Swah and tho Guyatri, are the highest 
devotion.”

“ All rites ordained in the Veda, 6iich us burnt and othor 
sacrifices, pass away ; but the syllable Om must be considered 

as imperishable, for it  is ( a  symbol o f )  B rahm an ( th e s u p re m e  
spirit )  himself, the Lord o( Creation.” In  theso speculations 

Manu bears out, and is borne out by, several Upanishads. Iu  

tho Kat'ha-Upamshad, for instance, Yama, the god of dentil, 

in replying to n question of Nachiketas, says : “ Tho word 
which all tho Vedas record, which all the modes of penance 
proclaim, desirous of which the religious students perform 

their  duties, this word I  will briefly tell thee, it is Om. 
T h is  syllablo means the ( inferior)  Brahman and the supremo 
(B rahm an).  W hoever knows this syllablo obtains whatever he 

wishes.” And in tho Pras'na-Upanishad, the saint I’ippa- 
ladn says to Satynkama : “ T h e  supremo and tho inferior B rah

man nre both the word Om ; hence the wise follow by this 

support the ono or the other of the two. I f  he meditates upon 
its one letter (a) only, he is quickly born 011 the earth ; is 
carried by the verses of the Rigveda to the world of man ; and, 
i f  ho is devoted there to austerity, the duties of  a religious 

student, and faith, he enjoys greatness. But,  i f  he meditates 

in his mind on its two letters (a and u )  ho is elevated by 
th e  verses of the Y aju r  Veda to the intermediate) region ; 

comes to the world of  the inoon and, having enjoyed th"ie  

power, returns again ( to  the world of m an).  If, however, he 
meditates 011 the supreme sp ir i t  by means of its three letters 

(a ,  tt, nml m )  he is produced in light iu tho s u n ;  as the 

snake is liberated from its skin, so is he liberated from 
•in.” According to the Mandtikya-Upanishad tho nature 
of tho soul is summarised in the three letters a  u and m 
in their isolated and combined form— a being vaiswanara, 
or that form of Brahman which represents the soul in 

its wnlcing condition ; tt, Taijasa or that form of Brahman 
which represents it in its dreaming state ; and m, Pidjna 
or that form of Brahmun which represents it in its slate 
o f  profound sleep ( o r  that state in which it  is temporarily 

united with the supreme s p i r i t ) ;  while a. u, in combine*! 
( j. c., Om), represent the fourth or highest condition 

of Brahman “ which is unaccountable, in which all manifesta

tions havo ceased, which is blissful and w ithout duali ty. Om, 
therefore, is soul ; and by this soul, he who knows it, enters 

into ( the supreme )  soul.’’ Passages like these may bo con
sidered as the key to tho more enigmatic expressions used ; for 
instance, by tho author of tho Yoga philosophy w here in 

three shott sentences ho says His ( the Supreme Lord’s ) name 
is Prnnavn (i.e. Om) ; its muttering (  should be made ) and 

reflection on its signification ; thence comes tho knowledge of 
the transcendental spirit and the absence of tho obstacles” (snch 
ns sickness, langotir, doubt., &e, which obstruct the mind of 

nnr.scetie ).  B ut they indicate, nt the same time, the further 
course which superstition took in enlarging upon the mysticism 

of the doctrine of tho Upanishads.” For, as soon as every 
letter of  which the word Om consists was fancied to embody 
a separate idea, it is intelligible that other sectarian explanations 

were grafted on them to serve their special purposes. Thus, 

while Sankara, ih e  great theologian and commentator 011 the 
Upanishads, is still contented with an etymological punning 
by means o f  which he transforms A into an abbreviation 

of dpti (pervading),  since speech is pervaded by Vaiswanara ; 
u into an abbreviation of utknrsha (  superiority  ) since 
Taijasa is superior to Vaiswanara; nnd m into an abbrevia

tion of miti (  destruction ), Vaiswanara nnd Taijasa, nt the 
destruction nml regeneration of tho world, being, ns it were, 
absorbed into Prajna-—the P uranas make of a  a mime of 

Vishnu : of u a name of his consort “  T r i  ” and o f  m a 
designation of their joint worshipper ; or they see in a, v, m, 
the Triad, — Hrahm, Vishnu, nnd Siva ; the first being rep re
sented by a, the second by u and the th ird by m— each 

sect, of course, identifying tho combination of these letters

or “ Om ” w ith  their  supreme deity. Thus, also, in the 

Bhagavadgita, which is devoted to the worship of  Vishnu in 
his incarnation as Krishna, though it is essentially a poem of 

philosophical tendencies, based on the doctrine of the Yoga, 

K rishna in one passage says of himself that he is Om ; while in 
another passage he qualifies the latter ns tho supreme spirit. A  

common designation of  the word Om— for instance, in the last- 
named passages of tho Bhagavadgita— is the word Pranava 
w hich comes from a so-called radical nu ‘‘ praise ” with the 

prefix pra amongst othor meanings im plying emphasis, and, 
therefore, li terally means “ euloginm, emphatic  praise.” Al
though Om, in its original sense, as n word o f  solemn or 

emphatic  nssent, is, properly speaking, restricted to tho Vedic 
literature, it deserves notice that it. is now-n-dnys often used 
by the nativos o f  India in the senso of “  yes,” without, of 
course, any allusion to the mystic properties which are ascribed 

to it in the religious works. Monier Williams gives tho 

following account of the mystic syllable Om:— “ W hen by 
moans of repeating the syllable Om, which originally seems to 

have meant i thnt ’ or ‘yes ' they had arrived at  a certain  degree 
of mental tranquilli ty , tho question arose what was meant by 
this Om and to this various answers were given according as tlie 

mind was to be led up to higher and higher objects. T hus,  in 
one passage, we are told at  first tha t Om is tho beginning o f  the 
Veda, or as wo have to deal with an Upanishad o f  the Shnmn 

Veda, the beginning of the Shanm Veda; so that he who meditates 

on Om may be supposed to be meditating 011 tho whole o f  the 

Shnma Veda.

“ Om is the essence of the Shama Veda which, being almost
entirely taken from the Rigveda, may itself be called tho

essence of the Rigvoda. T h e  Rigveda stands for all speech, 
the Shama Veda for all breath or life ; so tha t Om may bo 

conceived ngain as the symbol of nil speech nnd all life. ‘ Om ’ 
thus becomes the name not only of nil our mental nnd p h y 
sical powers, b u t  is especially of tho living principle of tho 

pran  or spirit. T h is  is explained by the parable in tlie second

chapter,  whilo in the th ird  chapter thnt spirit  within us is

identified with the spirit  in the sun.
“ He, therefore, who meditates 011 Om, meditates on the spirit 

in man as identical with the spirit  in nature or in the sun, and 

thus the lesson th a t  is meant to bo taught, in the beginning of 
thn Khandogi/a Upanishad is really this : tha t nor.e of the 
Vedas with their sacrifices ami coremouies could ever secure 
tho salvation of the worshippers. T h n t  is, the sncred works 

performed, according to the rules of tho Vedas, are  of 110 
avnil in th e  end, but meditation on 1 O m ’ alone or tha t 

knowledge of w hat is meant by ‘-Om ’ alone can procure tru e  

salvntion or true  immortality.
“ T hus the pupil is led on step by step to whnt is the highest 

object of Upanishads, namely, the recognition of tho self iu man 

ns identical of  the highest soul.
“ T h e  lessons which are to lead up to tlmt highest conception 

of the universo, both subjective and objective, arc, 110 doubt, 
mixod np with much th a t  is superstitions and absurd. Still the 

main object is nover lost sight of. T hus when wo come to 
the eighth chapter,  the discussion, though it begins with 

‘ Om.’ ends with th e  question of the origin of the world and 
the final nnswer,  namely, th a t  ‘ Om ’ mentis Akns, ether, nud 

th a t  ethor is tho origin of all th ings.”

Dr. Lako considers electriciiy as the ‘ ahas ’ or the fifth 

element of the Hindus.
I  shall now give m y own opinion on th e  mystic syllable 

Om.
B reath  consists o f  an inspiration termed puraka, ail in terval 

termed humbhnka, and an expiration called reckaka. W hen 
the respiration is carried on by the right nostril it is called the 

pingala; when it is carried 011 by the two nostrils it is named 

th e  susumna and when it  is carrksd on by the left iiostril 

it  is called Ida.
T h e  r ig h t  respiration is called the solar respiration from 

its beating nature, while the left respiration is termed the 

lunar respiration from its cooling character.  T h e  susumna 
respiration is called tho shambhu-nadi. D urin g  the in ter

mediate respiration the human mind should be engnged in the 
contemplation of tho suprem e soul.

T h e  breath takes its origin  from the “  Indiscreet” or unreflect

ing form nnd the mind from tho breath. T h e  organs of sense 
and action are undor tho control of  the mind. T h e  Yogis res
train their mind by tho suspension of breath. Breath is the 
origin of  nil speech. T h e  word soham is pronounced by a 

deep inspiration followed by expiration carried on by the



b o s - t ri Is......... T his  word m ean t— “  God is in us. ” Tliero is

another word culled hartgshu. ' lh is  is pronounced by n deep 

expiration followed by inspiration. I t s  meaning is-—“ 1 am iu 
God.”

T h e  inspiration is sahti or s trength.  T h e  expiration ia 
sivu, or dentil.

T he internal or Koombhala is a prom oter  of longevity. W hen 
the expiration is not. followed by inspiration death ensues.

A forcible expiration is always the sure and certain  sign of 
approaching dissolution or death.

Both these words soham and hangsha cause the waste o f  tho 
animal economy as they peim it the oxygen of the inspired air  to 
enter the lungs w here the pulmonary ch arg es  of the blood occur.

According to Lavoissier,  a French adult  inhales daily 15 ,661  

grains of oxygen from the atmosphere at  the rate  o f  30-87 
grains nearly p e r  minute.

T he  word om is pronounced by the inspiration of air  through 
th e  mouth and the expiration of the tume hy the nosttils.

When a man inspires through the mouth and expires through 
the nostrils the oxygen of the inspired air  does not enter  the 

lungs where the pulm onary changes of the blood take place. 
T he  monosyllable “ om ” thus acts as a substitute  for the 
suspension of the breath.

The waste of  the body is proportionate to  th e  quanti ty  of 

oxygen taken into llio system by the respiration. T h e  waste of 
man who breathes quickly is greater than that o f  one who 

breathes slowly. W hile tranquillity  o f  mind produces slow 

breathing, and causes the retardation of  the bodily waste, the 

tranquil respiration has a tendency to produce calmness of mind. 

The Yogis attain to Nirvan by suspending or holding the 
breath. Tiie Vedaniists obtain “moksha” or emancipation of 
the soul, by holding the mind (mental abstraction). T h u s  “ om ” 

is the process of separating the soul from the body. I t  is the 
product of tlie gasping breath which precedes the dissolution 
of our body. T h e  ancient H indus utilised the gasping breath 

of the dying man by discovering the syllable ‘ O m ,”
T he  syllable om protects man from premature decay and 

death, preserves him from worldly temptations, and saves him 

from rebirth. I t  causes the union of the human soul to the 
Buprerae soul. “ Om" 1ms the property of shortening the length 
of respiration.

Six a says in his work on Sharodaya (an excellent treatise 
on Respiration) that the normal length of the expiration is nine 
inches. During meal and speaking the length o f  tho expiration 

becomes 13*5 inches. In ordinary walking the expiration is 

lengthened to eighteen inches. R unning lengthens the expiration 
to 25*6 inches.

In sexual intercourse the extent c f  respiration becomes 

48-75  inches. D uring sleep the respiration becomes 7 5  

inches long. As sleep causes a great waste of the body and 

inviies disease, prem ature decay and death, the Yogi tr ies to 
abstain from it. l i e  lives upon tho following dietary:—

Rice C ounces Troy.

Milk 12 ounces Troy.
H e  consumes daily

Carbon .................................. 1 5 2 6 *2  Grains.

Nitrogen .................................  63-8 Grains.
Under this diet he is ever watchful and spends his  time in the 

contemplation o f  *• om." F io m  the small q u antity  of nitrogen 

contained in his diet he is free from anger.  T he  Yoga n ext 

subdues his carnal desire or sexual appetite. I lo  diminishes 
day by day his food until it reaches the minimum quanti ty  on 

which existence is maintained. l i e  passes his life in prayer 
and meditation. I lo  seeks retirement.  H e  lives in liis littlo 

cell ; his couch is the skin o f  tiger or stag ; lie regards gold, 
silver, and all precious stones as rubbish. H e  abstains from 
ilesh, fish, and wine. H e  never touches salt, and lives entirely 

on fruits and roots. I saw a female mendicant who lived upou 
a suer of potatoes nnd small quantity  of tamarind pulp daily, 

l h i s  womnu reduced herself  to a skeleton. She led a pure chaste 
life, and spent her time in the mental recitation of “ om.” Ono 

seer of potatoes contains 3 6 0 0  grains of solid residue, which 
ia exactly 7j- ounces Troy

'Ih e  solid residue of one seer o f  potatoes consists of tho 
following ultimate ingredients:—

C arbon............. grs.
H y d ro g en  .... .......... 208*8 do.
N itro g e n ........ do.

do.
S a l ts ................. do.

J'SOO-O.

I  saw n B rahm an ( B rnhm achnri)  who consumed daily one 

seer of milk, and took no other food.

Analysis of one seer of cow’s milk by Bousaingault.

W a t e r ..................  1 2 .5 3 9 * 5 2 0  gt s.
Carbon.................  1 ,0 05 *4 0 8  do.

H y d ro g e n ...........  1 6 4 *7 3 6  do.

N i t r o g e n .............  7 4 *8 8 0  do.
O x y g e n ...............  5 2 5 *1 5 6  do.

S alts .....................  90*000  do.

1 4 ,4 0 0 * 0 0 0  _ _

Now one seer of cow’s milk  requires for combustion w ithin  
th e  animal economy 3 2 7 8 * 8 8  grains of oxygen. 'Iho Bruli- 

mncliari inhaled 2 .27  g r a i n s  of oxygen per minute. ' lh is  Bruli- 
mnchari spent his life in t h e  contemplation of '‘om,” and led a life 

of continence. T h e  French adult,  who is a fair specimen of 

well-developed sensuality, inhaled from tho atm osphere 10 .87  

grains of oxygen every minute of his existence.
A retired, abstemious, and austere life is essentially necessary 

for the pronunciation of “ om” which promotes the love of 
rigid virtue and a c ontem pt of im perm anent sensuality. Siva 
say6: “ H e who is free from lust, anger, covetousness and 

ignorance is qualified to obtain salvation, or moksha” or tlie^ 
Nirvan  of  the Buddhists.  T he  solid residue of ono seer of 

cow’s milk is 1 8 6 0 *4 K grains. “  In 1 7 8 4  a student of physic at 

Edinburgh confined him self for a long space of  time to a 

p in t  of milk and half a pound of w hite  bread.”
T h e  diet of this student contained 1487*5  grains of carbon 

and 8 0 .1 8 7 5  grains of nitrogen. T h is  food required 4 3 0 5  
grain? of oxygen for tho complete combustion of its elements. 
H e  inspired 2*92 grains of oxygen per minute. In this instanco
the intense mental culture diminished the qu an ti ty  of oxygen 

inspired from the atmosphere. Tho early Christian hermits,  
with a view to extinguish carnal desiro and overcome sleep 

lived upon a daily allowance of 12  ounces ot bread aud water.  
T h ey  daily consumed 4 0 6 3 * 0 8 4  grains of oxygen. 1 hey inhaled 

oxygen a t  the rale of 2*8215  grains per minute.
According to Mr. A ndral,  the great Froneh Physiologist, u 

French boy 10 years old, before the sexual appetite is develop* 
ed, exhales 1852*8  grains of carbon in the. twenty-four hours. 
Ho who wishes to curb his lust should consume 1852*8 giains 

of carbon in his daily diet.
N o w — G500 grains of  household bread contain 1 852*5  grains 

of carbon according to Dr. E d w a rd  Smith. Ib is  quantity  of 
bread is equal to 14 ounces avoirdupois and 3 7 5  grains, but 

the early Christian hermits who lived upon 12 oz. of bread 

(avoirdupois) consumed daily 1 4 9 6 .2 5  grains ol  ̂ carbon. I b i s  

quantity  of  carbon was less than that which the 1  reucli boy con

sumed daily by 356*55  grains. Tlic hrencli boy consumed 

1 8 5 2 .8  grains of  carbon in his diet, but the Hindu female 
mpiulicant who led a life of continence consumed in liei daily 
ration of potatoes 1 5 8 7 *6  grains of carbon. Hence it is evident 
that, the F rench boy consumed 265*2 grains ol carbon nioio 
than w hat was consumed by the female Hindu \ o g i iL  

T here  lived in Brindabon a Sanni/asi who died at  the age of 
109  years and who subsisted for forty years upon the daily 

diet of 4 chnttacks of penda and 4 chuttnctts of milk. 

H is  diet contained 19 8 0  grains o f  carbon and 90*72  grains of 

nitrogen. Abstemiousness shortens the length of respiration, 
diminishes the waste of the body, promotes longevity, and e n 

genders purity of heart . Abstemiousness cures vertigo, cephal

algia, tendency to apoplexy, dyspnoea, gout,  old ulcers, im pe

tigo. (scrofula, syphilis, herpes, and leneorrhcca. ^
Cornaro, an Italian nobleman, who was given up by all his 

physieians, regained health by living upon 12  ounces of bread 

and 15 minces of w ater aud lived to a g rea t  age.
I lo  consumed less than an ouueo of Ilesh formers in his diet. 

According to E dward Smith 5 4 0 1 . 2  grains of bread contain one 

ounce of flesh formers.

He who wishes to lend a life of chastity, honesty, meekness, 
and merey, should consume daily one ounce of flesh formers in 

his diet. A s an ounce of nitrogenous mutter contains 70  
grains of nitrogen, ono should take such food as yields only 70  

grains of azote.

M urder,  theft, robbery, cruelty, covetousness, lust, slander, 
auger,  voluptuousness, revenge, lying, prostitution, ami envy, 
are sins which arise from a consumption of a large q u a n ti ty  of 

aliments containing a higher percentage of azote.

H e  who intends to be one from every earthly thought,  desire, 

and passion should abstain from fish, flesh, woman, and wine, 

and live upon the most innocent food,
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■The following tnhle shows approximately the quantities  of 
various aliments furnishing 7 0  grains of nitrogen.

W h e a t  dried in v a c u o ........ 3181-81 G rs.
Oats do.................................. 3181-81 do.
Uarlcv do................................... 3 4 6 5  3 4 do.
Indian corn do................... 3 5 0 0 do.
E v e  do.................................... 4 1 1 7 - 6 4 do.
Rice dried ................................ 5 0 3 6 do.
Milk dried ............................ 1 7 5 0 do.
Pens dried .......................... 1666- 6 do.
W hite  harecots dried ........ 1 6 2 7- 67 do.
Horse beans dried ............. 1 2 7 2- 72 do.
Cabbage dried ....................... 1 8 9 1 .8 9 do.
Carrots dried ........................... 2 9 1 6 - 6 6 do.
Jerusalem  artichokes ........ 4 3 7 5 do.
T urnips dried ........................ 8 1 8 1 - 8 1 do.
Iirend .................................... . 5 4 0 1 .2 do.
L ocust beans ....................... 6 1 1 0 do.
F i g s ................................. 7 1 7 2 - 1 3 do.
C ow ’s milk fresh.................... 1 3 4 6 2 do.

Abstemiousness begets suspension of breath. F rom  t h e  b u s -
pension of breath originates tranquil li ty  of  mind, which engenders 
supernatural knowledge. From the supernatural knowledge 

originates ecstacy which is the Sumadhi o f  tho ancient H indu  
tapes.

Instead o f  walking and running  -which lengthen th e  respi

ration, tlie devotees of ‘‘ om” should practise the two tranquil 
postures termed the padmasnva and sirtdhasana described in 

my mystic n a c t  called “ the Yoga Philosophy.” According to 
Siva the normal length of  expiration is 9  inches. H e  
says thnt, one can subdue liis lust and desire by shortening his 

expiration to 8 .2 5  inches w hether by the inaudible pronuncia
tion o f o m ” or by the suspension of breath (P r a n a y a m a );  that 
one ean enjoy ecstaey by diminishing the length of his expiration 
to 7 '5 0  inches.

One acquires the power o f  w rit ing  poetry  by reducing his 
expiration to G.75 inches.

W hen one can reduce his expiration to 6 inches long he ac

quires the power of foretelling future events.  W hen ono re

duces the length o f  hisexpiration to 5 .25  inches he is blessed with 
tlio divine eye. l i e  sees what is occurring in the distant, worlds.

When the inaudible pronunciation of “om" reduces the length 
of the expiration to 4 .5 0  inches it, enables its votary to travel to 
aerial regions. When the length o f  expiration becomes 3 .75 

inches, the votary o f  om travels in tho tw inkling o f  an eye 
through the whole world.

W hen by the inaudible m u tter in g  of  “  om” a man reduces 
his expiration to 3 inches, he acquires asla Siddhis or con
summations ( see “ Yoga Philosophy.” ) When tlie expiration is re 
duced to 2 '2 5  inches, the. votary of “om” can acquire t he nine 
precious jew els  o f t l ie  world (Nabn nedhi.). Such a man can 

attract, the wealth of the world to him.* W hen th e  expiration 

becomes 1 5 0  inches long from t.he above practice lie sees 
th e  celestial sphere where the Suprem e Soul resides. W hen 
the inaudible pronunciation of “ om” reduces the length of e x 

piration t o '75 inches the votary becomes deified and casts no 
shadow.

“ Om Amitai/a ! measure not with words.
The immeasurable ; nor sink the string of thought
In to  the Fathomless ! Who asks doth err.
Who answers errs. Say nought! ”

“ Om mani padme hum. Om tho jew el in th e  lotus.”
B y  the m utter ing of'tlio above formula the G re a t  Huddhrt 

freed himself from selfishness, false faith, doubt, h a tred ,  lust, 

Folf-praise, error, pride, and attained to Nirvana.

“ And how man hath no fate except past deeds.
No Hell but what he makes, no Heaven too high.
For those to reach whose passions sleep subdued.”

According to Siva a man acquires Nirvana when lii» breathing 

becomes internal and does not come out of the nostrils. W hen 

the breathing becomes internal, that is when it is contained within 
the nostrils, the Yogi is free from fainting, hunger,  thirst, 
langour, disease and death. H e  becomes a divine being, he 
feels not when lie is brought into contact with fire, no air cau 
dry him, no w ater can putrefy  him, no poisonous serpent can 

bile him to death. i l i s  body exhales frag ran t  odour, and 
can bear the abstinence from air, food, and drink.

W hen the breathing becomes internal, th e  Yogi is incapable 
of committing any sin in deed, thought, and speech, and thereby 

inherits the Kingdom of Heaven which is open to sinless souls.

* Supposing lie had any care or use for it.— Ed.

H I N D O O  MU SI C.

T h e  “ B e n g a l  P h i l h a r m o n i c  A c a d e m y  ” f o u n d e d  b y  H .  H .  
R a j a h  S o u r i n d r o  M o h u n  T a g o r e , '  M u s .  D o c . ,  e t c . ,  e t c , ,  e t c . ,  
h a s  r e c e n t l y  c o m p l i m e n t e d  M a d a m e  B l a v a t s k y  a n d  C o l .  
O l c o t t  b y  c o n f e r r i n g  u p o n  t h e m  D i p l o m a s  o f  H o n o r a r y  
M e m b e r s h i p .  T h e  r e c i p i e n t s ,  t h o u g h  f e e l i n g  h i g h l y  

h o n o r e d ,  c a n n o t  c o n g r a t u l a t e  t h e m s e l v e s  o n  m u c h  t h e o r e 
t i c a l  s t u d y ,  o r  p r a c t i c a l  a d v a n c e m e n t  o f  t h e  c a u s e  o f  
H i n d o o  M u s i c .  T h e y ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  f e e l  a t  l i b e r t y  t o  
s u p p o s e  t h a t  t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n  c o n f e r r e d  o n  t h e m  i s  r a t h e r  
i n  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  a  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e  h u m b l e  e f f o r t s  t h e y  
h a v e  b e e n  m a k i n g  t o  r a i s e  H i n d o o  S c i e n c e  g e n e r a l l y  o u t  
o f  t h e  m i r e  a n d  d u s t  o f  c e n t u r i e s  t h a n  f o r  a n y  m e r i t  
h a v i n g  a  d i r e c t  b e a r i n g  o n  m u s i c .  I f  s o ,  a l l  t h e y  h a v e  t o  
s a y  i n  t h e  m a t t e r  i.s t h a t  t h e y  a c c e p t  t h e  d i p l o m a s  w i t h
d e e p  g r a t i t u d e ,  a n d  w i l l  d o  t h e i r  b e s t  t o  d e s e r v e  t h e
h o n o r .

T h e  o b j e c t s  o f  t h e  A c a d e m y  a r e  s t a t e d  t o  b e  a s  f o l l o w s : — -
( 1 )  T h e  establishment of music schools ;
( 2 )  T h e  publication of musical works ; and
( 3 )  T h e  award of prizes, decorations, distinctive appel

lations, certificates, complimentary letters,  or money- 
presents to distinguished musicians, to authors of  musi
cal works, to manufacturers of musi.-nl instruments on 
an improved principle, nnd to  others who may con

tr ibute  in any way towards the progress of tho study 

and practice o f  music.

T h e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  f o r  H o n o r a r y  M e m b e r s  a r e —
Any gentleman who is well-versed in H indu musio or is 

interested in the cultivation and progress of H indu  music, or 

who, on account of his position iu society, or o f  his knowledge 
of  literature, science and arts, may bo considered likely  to be 

useful to the A cadem y, will be entitled to admission ns a mem

ber of the Acndemy.

I t  w i l l  c o n f e r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  “ d e g r e e s ” f o r  t e c h n i c a l  

p r o f i c i e n c y —
Distinctive appellations. Insignia. ^

(a) 1 . Sanglta Ndt/aka, G old  K e y u r a . . .  ...

2 .  ,, Achd'ya,
3. ,, Upddhyd;
4. ,, Sdstri,
5. „  Ratna,

( b)  1. Kdvya Nayaka,
2. Kdvydchan/a,
3. Knut/opadhyaya,
4. Kavi-ratna,

( c )  1. Nati/acharya,
2. Nata-rulnaj

( d) 1.  Sangita Silpi,

Gold, Silver, or Bronze Medals or Keyuras may also be con

ferred upon persons having  proficiency in other branches of 

learning, nt the discretion of the E xecu tiv e  Council.

I n  t h i s  c o n n e c t i o n ,  w e  w i s h  t o  c a l l  l i k e w i s e  t h e  a t t e n 
t i o n  o f  a l l  l o v e r s  o f  A r y a n  C i v i l i z a t i o n  t o  t h e  e s t a b l i s h 
m e n t  o f  t h e  “ P o o n a  G a y a n  S a m a j , ” o r g a n i z e d  a t  “ t h e  
C a p i t a l  o f  t h e  D e k k a n ” i n  1 8 7 4 ,  u n d e r  t h e  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  

P r e s i d e n t s h i p  o f  R a m c h a n d a r  R a o  A p a  S a h i b ,  C h i e f  o f  

J a m k h u n d e e .  I t  s e e m s  a n  i n s t i t u t i o n  c a l c u l a t e d  t o  s t i m u 
l a t e  a  c e r t a i n  l i n e  o f  N a t i o n a l  D e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  i s  d e s e r v 
i n g  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  a l l  w h o s e  t a l e n t s  o r  s y m p a t h i e s  
t e n d  i n  t h a t  d i r e c t i o n .  T h e  s c h o o l  o f  t h e  I n s t i t u t i o n  b e -  1 
g a n  w i t h  t w e n t y  p u p i l s ,  b u t  h a s  n o w  1 0 0 .  M o r e  c o u l d  
b e  h a d  i f  p e c u n i a r y  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  a l l o w e d .  A r r a n g e m e n t s  
h a v e  b e e n  m a d e  f o r  a  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  o b j e c t :  t h e  a c 
q u i r i n g  o f  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  E u r o p e a n  m u s i c ,  w i t h  a  v i e w  
t o  r e d u c i n g  I n d i a n  m u s i c  t o  w r i t i n g ' a n d  t o  i n t r o d u c e  t h e  

s t u d y  o f  “ H a r m o n y ”  i n  t h e  m a n n e r  s o  s u c c e s s f u l l y  u s e d  
i n  t h e  E u r o p e a n  b r a n c h  o f  t h e  A r t .  A  s p e c i a l  r e c e p t i o n  

w a s  g i v e n  b y  t h e  S a m a j  t o  C o l .  O l c o t t  a  f e w  d a y s  a g o .  
T l i e  m u s i c  w a s  c h a r m i n g .

* In conimemor nion of tho name of the lato illustrious Harnkuind 
T agore, th e  fa ther of theF ounder of the Academy.
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A FLASH OF L IG H T  UPON OCCULT  
FREEMASONRY.

Wo are in receipt o f  nn intensely interestin'; document. I t  

is a small pamphlet, kindly sent to us hy our esteemed Bro

ther A. Knnlcnriuh, A. li., F. T .  S., Nuib Devan of  Cochin, 
and Member of our General Council. T he  pamphlet is heuded—

M E M O R A N D U M .

B Y  T H E

PRESIDENT-FOUNDER OF THE HINDU SABHA
O N  T I 1 K

T H A C H U D A Y A  K A I M A L  S T A N O M  

Of the Temple of Kudalmanikkain in Native Cochin.

R e c e n t l y  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  c o n t e n t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  S t a t e s  

o f  T r a v a n c o r e  a n d  C o c h i n  a n d  o f  a  D e c i s i o n  

b y  t h e  M a d r a s  G o v e r n m e n t .

■—and contains tlie views of th e  nutlior upon the decision of 
the above-named G overnm ent regarding tho subject u nder 

dispute.

T h e  reader will please bear in mind th a t  th e  above-used nd- 

jective “ interesting” applies bu t  to the subject which lies 
deeply hidden behind the ‘•temple-rights” question, aud not in 

any wise to the decision of the Government, or its qualifications 
to interfere in this religious dispute. W ith  polities, our J o u r 
nal has nought to do wliatever, and th e  following is republish

ed simply with tho object of drawing the a ttention of  our 

Masonic readers to several of  its sentences, which, as wo 
believe, will throw n Jlood of light upon the antiquity  and the 

esotericism (now completely lost in modern F re e m a so n ry )  of 

the religious masonry in ihe Brahmanienl creed.
Mr. A. Saukariah prefaces the republished documents by 

showing that the dispute in question between the Travancore 

and Cochin States “ is not a case for G overnm ent interference” 

inasmuch as—  ,
“ This 1 hachudaya-kaimal dispute is....... neither ‘ a boundary

dispute ’ nor ' a matter of contested sovereignty’........The arbitrator
appointed to decide these questions in the lirst instance naturally 
imagined this to be a territorial dispute Lika the rest and before 
studying the case is said to have recommended a survey of the area 
so mysteriously....... designated.

“ The Rajah of Travancore claims to have the right of nominating 
a person under the name of Thachudaya-kaimal to perforin the duties 
of 1 Manager ’ of the property of the temple at  all times, whereas 
the Rajah of Cuchiu as one of the Yogaldars of the Temple concedes 
to liis neighbour the honour of recommending a person to be the 
‘ Architect' of the Inner Temple when it  should require any im
portant repairs. The contention, therefore, between the Rajahs as 
patron and proprietor of a temple is entirely one for the Civil 
Courts having jurisdiction over the temple and all its proprietors and 
officers.........

“ The Rajahs are amenable to the Madras Government in their 
capacity as Rulers of their respective dominions, but not as regards 
their private rights iu a religious institution admittedly within the 
sovereign jurisdiction of either.’'........

Having shown tha t—“ The Government of Madras cannot compel 
the Yogakkars to a spiritual ordination of a  Thachudaya-kaimal, 
while the Yogakkars iu concert can confer any honors they please on 
their territorial sovereign or on any neighboring sovereign or indeed 
on any person even as such honors are conferred at  the temples of 
Madura, Sriraugam, Benares, &e., they cannot be compelled to sub
ordinate their religious conscience and to confer religious merit on 
any one.”....... -—Mr. Sankariah proceeds to explain their position.

“ Without further comment........I  shall now lift the veil which
hangs over the contention and decision.

The Masonic Institution was wide-spread in India in ancient days 
and cherished by the Initiated in secret, if indeed India was not 
the Parent of ali Freemasonry iu tho world.* The T ruths or 
Secrets of Hindu Theosophy have been inculcated and preserved 
in the architectural Symbolism of Human art as weli as in the 
Macrocosm and Microcosm of nature. The Initiates of the Art- 
Fruternity belonged to all cast.es and races, and the Hindu Initiates 
called at  this day the Kammalar castes in many parts of India 
wear also the thread or sign of Initiation like tho Brahmans who 
only are privileged to O e c o m e  the Initiates of the A'ature of Vedic 
Fraternity. “ Visvakarmau” meaning the Builder or Mason of the 
Universe is the supreme God of the Art-school aud corresponds to 
“ Bralini” of the Brahmans. The T ruths  or secrets are precisely

» Which'-wu lmv? strong reasons to bclioyo— i t  was,—EJp,

the same though differently symbolised or studied ill the two 
systems. The Rishis of the Vedic school were, of course, also Found
ers of the Masonic. The words “ Silpa Thachu” are tantamount to 
Masonic, the first being a Sanskrit  and the second a Malayalam 
word.

I t  will now be clear to the reader why the Masonic Initiates or 
the Hindu castes known as carpenters, masons, blacksmiths, gold
smiths, &c., often dispute the superiority of the Brahmans, how the 
Pyrnmid of Egypt is being discovered to be a stone-Bible, and why 
the Hindus prize the worship of idols in temples.

Temples and even private houses in India are built under the 
rules of the Thachu-Veda or architectural philosophy which has 
precisely corresponding gods and certmonies to those of the other 
ll in d u  Vedas. In Malabar, this Masonic superstition (as t.hoc.e who 
do not know style it) is particularly strong, and often palaces and 
temples too have been pul/ed down for accidents attributed to viola
tion of the rules of Thachu-Shastra.

I a m  not surprised that the A rbitrator  and the Madras Govern
ment have not suspccted any such philosophical mystery to exist in 
tlr’s matter, for true initiates and adepts are rare even amongst the 
Hindus who are all blind adherents of the craft iu faith as opposed 
to knowledge.

Suffice it for my present purpose to state tha t the Yogakkars of 
the temple in question of Irinjalacooda have from time immemor
ial constituted a Masonic Fraternity, as indeed nil Brahman Yogams 
are such a Fraternity, to whom Vedic is not different esoterically 
from the Thachu. The arbitrator calls the Yogam in his decision 
an “ Ollice,” and yet strangely enough says that the Rajah of Cochin 
and certain Numboory Brahmans belong to it. “ Yogam ” etymo
logically and popularly too means an assembly or meeting from 
yug, to join. The religious yoga is joining of the Soul to God. 
The secular Vdi/ogam or appointment in the Government service 
or under a master is to he joined to some work or superior ; Viogam 
is the break of a connection and so on. Nor have the arbitra tor 
and the Madras Government considered the etymology or Philosophy 
of tho “ Thachudaya-kaim al” which literally means the chief having 
the Thachu secret. The Yogam (whether Trustees or Proprietors) 
of Irinjalacooda then have conferred that Spiritual Degree or 
“ Stanom ” on a proficient in the mysteries of their Masonic craft if 
ever they found one worth)’ of being so ordained.

Both the Rajahs of Cochin and Travancore as well as the 
Yogakkars are agreed tha t a chief of the Kayankulam Royal Family 
now extinct once received this veneration as Thachudaya-kaimal after 
performing the miracle of “ Kudalmanikkum” iu the temple. 
“ Kudalnianikkam” literally means the gem-absorbed into the idol 
or the saint united to God esotorically, (see Petition I)). The Tem
ple is known in consequence as the Kudalnianikkam Temple. This 
origin of the Thachudaya-kaimal is kept in the back-ground in the 
decision though it is most essential for the correct understanding of 
the dispute and of the treaties on which that is based How can the 
Travancore Sirkar argue that its nominee and secular Manager is 
the Thachudaya-kaimal while before sending him over as manager 
it  is privately seeking (see Petition D) the horoscopic consecration of 
a Thachudaya-kaimal at  the Temple by the Yogam. Nay its nominee 
can start from Trevandrum only after the consecration, the Rajah 
himself touching his palanquin as his superior or as a god even, 
Let Travancore deny if it is possible that it is not necessary or in
tended to have this consecration or to pay this reverence to its 
nominee or th a t  its nominee can belong to any family or Hindu 
caste or must lead a life of celibacy and devotion ! ! ! Travancore 
a t  first misled the arbitrator and the Madras Government by one 
line of argument and now disregards the religious sense of the 
Rajah of Cochin aud the Yogam.

The fact is tha t the Kayankidam Chief who by his 'merit 
commanded the reverence of the Yogam was occasionally represented 
at  the temple by his nominee of a particular family and caste 
who was specially trained and inspired by him. This family is of 
the Sudra caste. When the Kayatikulam family became extinct 
(why repeat tha t tale of horror) and its territory annexed to T ra
vancore, and while the Yogakkars still reverenced the Kayankulalii  
family aud the Sudra family who were occasionally sent over to re
present the true Thachudaya-kaimal, the Rajahs of Cochin and 
Travancore honored the feelings of the Yogakkars by promisinq in

■ the form of a treaty between them and the one ( as the Territorial 
sovereign) to send for the other (as the Sovereign of the Sudra family) 
to send a member of that Sudra family if the Yogam ever required 
Spiritual instruction as in the past. Such a treaty is not one that 
admits of specific performance on the part ot either Rajah apart 
from the antecedent desire aud intention of the Yogam. That 
Sudra family possesses 110 particular merit  now-a-days. That Kayau- 
kulain chief who possessed miraculous merit is no more.* The 
Yogakkars do not need spiritual instruction from any incompetent 
man. I t  lias not been found that there has been a succession of

*  E u r o p e a n  n n d  e v e n  H i n d u  s t u d e n t s  o f  O c c u l t i s m  a r o  o f t e n  d e p l o r i n g  
a n d  e v e n  v v o t i d e r i n e r ,  w h y  a l l  t h e  “  I n i t i a t e s "  o r  “  a d a p t s "  s e e m  t o  h a v e  d i e d  
o u t  i n  I n d i a  ?  T h e y  h a v o  n o t  “  d i e d "  o u t ,  n o r ,  i s  t h e i r  n h s e r i c c  d u o  t o  
“  l v a l i  Y u t f ”  n s  p o p u l a r l y  y e t  e r r o n e o u s l y  s u p p o s e d .  T l i o  a d e p t * ”  h a v o  
s i m p l y  a n d  t f r a d w d l y  i f  n o t  a l t o g e t h e r  f o r s a k e n  I n d i a ,  a t  l e a s t  r e t i r e d  
f r o m  i t s  p u b l i c  p  > p u l a t e d  p o r t i o n s ,  k e e p i n g  t h e i r  k n o w t e d g o  a n d  o f t e n  
t k o i r  v e r y  e x i s t e n c o  a s  s e c r e t  a s  t h e y  c a n .  M a n y  o f  t h e m  a r e  g o n e  b e 
y o n d  t h e  H i m a l a y a s .  S o m e  y e t  r e m a i n — e s o c c u l l y  i n  S o u t h e r n  I n d i a ,  
b u t  f e w  a r e  t h o  p r i v i l e g e d  o n e s  w h o  k n o w  o f  t h e m  j s t i l l  fewer t h o s e  wh® 
could point out t h e i r  p l a c e s  of retreat,—lin,



T h a c h u d a v a -k a im a ls .  E v e n  ii> the treaties in  conn ec t io n  w ith  th e  
T h a c h u d a y a -k a im a l ,  “  repair of the Temple” is a l lu d e d  to  exoterlcaUy 
a s  th e  fu n c t io n  of  th e  T h ach m ii iy a -k a im a l .

A  T h ac l iu d ay a -k a in ia l  once o rd a in ed  by  th e  Y o g a m  m u s t  hold  
office a n d  be revercnced  for life. T h e  a r b i t r a t o r  not be ing  an 
i u i t i a t e  canno t ,  of course, u n d e r s t a n d  (see p a r a s  2 a n d  15, B) how i t  
w ou ld  t a k e  tw o  Kaitna ls ,  90 y ea rs ,  to  r e b u i ld  “ a  sm a ll  p o r t io n  of 
t h e  t e m p le ” th o u g h  “  th e  m o s t  sa c re d .’' W h a t  is a  sm a ll  “ S n -k o v i l ” 
to  th e  a r b i t r a t o r  (and  in  r e sp ec t  of t h a t  to th e  T ra v a n c o re  G o v e rn 
m e n t  too) is eso terica l ly  the profoundest theosophy of the Yogam.

T h e  T h a c h u d a y a -k a im a l  of th e  Y o g a m  is th e n  a  s a c re d  ch a ra c te r  
rev e ren ced  by  l l a j a h s  a n d  B r a h m a n s  n o tw i th s t a n d in g  h is  caste p re 
vious  to  consecra t ion .  Because he is a Thachudaya-kaimal, 
t h e re fo re  only  he  is a l low ed  by  th e  Y o g a m  to m a n a g e  th e  e n d o w 
m en ts .  T h e  Y ogam  can  m an a g e  th e  e n d o w m e n ts  o th e rw ise  when 
th e y  h a v e  n o t  consecra ted  a  T h a c h u d a y a - k a im a l  or  w hen  they  do 
n o t  w a n t  h im  to d iv e r t  h is  a t t e n t io n  f ro m  s p i r i tu a l  to  t e m p o ra l  
concerns .  In d eed  a  t r u e  T h a c h u d a y a - k a im a l  or  S a n n y a s i  will  n o t  
care to m a n a g e  th e  tem p o ra l  affa irs.

I l e n c e ,  a s  th e  a r b i t r a t o r  has r i g h t ly  found ,  neither Rajah has 
exercised any control a f te r  th e  con sec ra t io n  of t h e  T h a c h u d a y a -  
k a im a l  b y  th e  Vogam. T h e  G o v e r n m e n t  of I l i s  H i g h n e s s  th e  
R a ja h  of Cochin  h a v in g  a vo te  in  th e  Yogam , a n d  by v i r tu e  of i ts  
c o m p e ten cy  a n d  gen e ra l  pow ers  as  G o v e rn m e n t ,  h a v e  b e e n  n ianag--  
ing  t h e  t e m p o ra l  concerns  on behalf of the Yogam.

So th e  m e r i t s  of th e  case do n o t  w a r r a n t  t h e  decis ion  t h a t  th e  
I i a ja h  of Cochin is b o u n d  a t  a n y  t im e  to r e q u e s t  a  n o m in a t io n  o r  
t h a t  th e  R a ja h  of  T ra v a n c o re  is b o u n d  a t  a n y  t im e  to  nom ina te ,  or 
t h a t  th e  Y ogam  is b o u u d  to  co n secra te  a  T h a c h u d a y a - k a im a l  a t  a n y  
t ime,  or  th a t  a n y  person ag reed  upou  be tw een  th e  R a ja h s  of C ochin  
a n d  T ravancore  a lone  can be th e  T h a c h u d a y a -k a im a l  of th e  Y ogam  
a n d  m a n a g e r  o f  th e  T e m p le  a n d  its en d o w m en ts .

T h e  P e t i t io n  D j u s t l y  s t a te s  t h a t  H i s  Royal H ighness  t h e  P rince  
of W ales  is  G r a n d  M a s t e r  o f  F re e m a s o n r y  in E n g la n d  b y  th e  
se lection o f  Masonic lodges a n d  n o t  in h e r e d i t a ry  descent.  C an  tho  
t i t l e  a n d  r a n k  be t r a n s m i t t e d  by  th e  P r in c e  to  h is  d e s c e n d a n ts  or 
h is  n o m in ees  by law or r i g h t  ? W h e n  T ra v a n c o re  c o n q u e re d  tho  
K a y a n k u la in  chiefs,  t h e y  a n n e x e d  th e i r  s e p a ra te  t e m p o r a l  p ro p e r ty  
b u t  not  the religions rceerenec paid  to th e m  by th e  Y o g a k k a rs .  T h e  
Y o g a k k a r s  a r e  n o t  b o u n d  to  bel ieve t h a t  th e  S u d ra  fam ily  l iv ing  
u n d e r  th e  p ro tec t ion  o f  T ra v a n c o re  can  be t r a i n e d  a n d  in sp i red  by 
T ra v a n c o re  for th e  deg ree  of  T h a c h u d a y a -k a im a l .  Even in former 
days the Sudra family only very occasionally produced a member fit 
to be consecrated.

T o  p r e v e n t  a n y  b re a c h  of  th e  peace t a k in g  p lace as  f ea red  by  
Pe t i t io n e rs ,  I w ou ld  s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  of  M a d r a s  
t in d e r  t h e  R igh t  H o n o u r a b le  G r a n t  D u f f  bo p leased  to  in fo rm  tho  
Cochin  a n d  T ra v a n c o re  S i rk a r s  by telegram t h a t  th e  o rd e r  of 
G o v e r n m e n t  conf irm ing  th e  decis ion  of  th e  a r b i t r a t o r  iu  th e  T h a c h u -  
d a y a -k a im a l  case is u n d e r  re c o n s id e ra t io n  as G o v e r n m e n t  h a v e  
doubts .*

(1 ;  W h e t h e r  i t  w a i  a  case fi t for  t h e  a u t h o r i t a t i v e  decis ion  of 
G o v e r n m e n t ;  a n d  even if  so,

(2) W h e th e r  th e  m e r i t s  of  th e  case h ave  been  r i g h t ly  a p p rec ia ted .  
A n d  m ore  fo rm ally  th e  N a t iv e  S ta te s  sh o u ld  be  ealied  on to  c o m 
m e n t  on th e  s t a te m e n ts  in  th is  M e m o ra n d u m  w r i t te n  p u re ly  to u p 
ho ld  the  d ig n i ty  of B r i t i sh  R u le  a n d  to e x p o u n d  I l i n d u  p h i lo so p h y  
in  one o f  i t s  d e p a r tm e n ts .

O therw ise  th e  I n te r f e r e n c e  a n d  D ecis ion  of th e  M a d r a s  G o v e r n 
m e n t  will e x t in g u ish  t h e  on ly  a n d  feeble r e m n a n t  o f  a n c ie n t  B r a h 
m a n  F re e m a so n ry  ca re fu l ly  concealed in a sm a ll  n a t iv e  s t a te  
(Cochin)  of  th e  M a dras  P re s id en cy ,  w hich  c a n n o t  be th e  des ire  
of  th e  d i s t in g u is h e d  m e m b e r s  a n d  officers of s im i la r  i n s t i tu t io n s  
w h o  are  tho  su o jo c ts  of th e  B r i t i s h  E m p i r e  us well  as  of  o th e r  
co un tr ies  in  t h e  w orld .”

The above is followed with nn Appendix from which— beyond 
a few sentences (o show the naturo of the discontentiou— we will 
not quote n s i t  relates to the judicial side of tho question nnd 
th e  decision of tho British A rbitrator  appointed. I t  says :—

1 . I n  tho  I r i n j a l a k u d a  p a g o d a  (w hich  is s i t u a t e d  w i th in  th e  
Cochin  S ta te  a n d  th e  ch ief  p o r t io n s  of  th e  laud  a t t a c h e d  to w hich  
a re  also w ith in  t h e  l im i ts  of  t h a t  S ta te )  th e r e  is a sa c re d  stanam 
o r  office d es igna ted  T h a c h u d a y a -k a im a l .

I t  is a d m i t t e d  on all  s ides  t h a t  t h e  i n c u m b e n t  is to  be n o m i 
n a te d  o r  a p p o in te d  by  T ravanc ore .

2. T h e  las t  K a i tn a l  w as a p p o in te d  in  983 M  E  (1803 A  D) a n d
d ie d  in 1020 M ( l y j l  A  D) a n d  on h is  d en t i l  t h e  p r e s e n t  c o n 
te n t io n  betw een  th e  S ta te s  com m enced .  ■

3. C ochin  a rg u e d  t h a t  th e  a p p o i n t m e n t  of a  T h a c h u d a y a -k a i -  
m al  w as on ly  m a d e  when th e  cond i t ion  of t h e  t e m p le  r e q u i re d  
t h a t  i t  sh o u ld  be r e -c o n s t ru c te d , ( th e  a r g u m e n t  is  se t  fo r th  in d o 
c u m e n t  1 ), a n d  she  now a rg u e s  t h a t  i t  is only  w h e n  t h e  re-con
s t ru c t io n  of m o s t  sac red  po r t io n s  of  th e  t e m p le  d e s ig n a te d  tho  
‘ S r i - K o v i l ’ a n d  ‘ G irb h a -g ru h a m ,  is r e q u i re d  t h a t  tlio a p p o i n t 
m e n t  is necessary.

I t  is a d m i t t e d  t h a t  i t  is c u s to m a ry  w h e n  t h e  a p p o in tm e n t  is  
m a d o  t h a t  th e  Cochin R a ja h  shou ld  n o t i fy  t h e  n ecess i ty  to  th e  
'I ravancore  R a ja h  who th e r e u p o n  n o m in a t e s  a  successor.

4 Cochin  a rg u e s  t h a t  a s  t h e  t e m p le  does n o t  r e q u i re  r e p a i r  
t h e r e  is no p r e s e n t  n e c e s s i ty  to m a k e  th e  r e q u e s t  fo r  th e  a p p o in t 
m e n t  of  a Kaimpl.

*  >Ye believe thi« has now laeea settled in favour of Cochin.—Eu.

T ra v a n c o re  a rg u e s  t h a t  t h e  K a im a l  b e ing  m a n a g e r  of th e  tem 
ple, i t  is n e c e s sa r r  on t h e  • e a th  of one i n c u m b e n t  t h a t  a  suc
cessor sh o u ld  be a t  once app o in ted ,  a n d  t h a t  C ochin  is bound to 
r e q u e s t  a  n o m in a t io n  ou th e  d e a th  of each  in c u m b e n t .

5- T h e  su b je c t  of th e  d isp u te  h a s  b een  refe rred  to  in two 
t r e a t i e s  or  a g re e m e n ts  be tw een  th e  S ta te s ,  d a t e d  respec tive ly  941 
M . E  (1765 A. L>.) a n d  981 M. E. (18(15 A. D.)

0. T h e  c la im s  of b o th  S ta te s  b e ing  based  on these  t r ea t ie s  i t  is 
n ecessa ry  t.o e x a m in e  t h e m  care fu l ly  iu  o rd e r  to conc lude  th e  in
t e n t io n  of  th e  c o n t r a c t in g  p a r t ie s .

“ Tiie  G overnm ent having carefully considered the case” 
and being of opinion tha t the decision (w h ic h  follows) “ is well 
founded” resolved “  to confirm it.”

T h e  decision reads thus :

“  A nd I  decide tha t on or before the 2 6 th  of September 
1 8 8 1 ,  I l is  H ighness the Rajah of Cochin doth 6end according 
to th e  usual custom, Seethooram to tbe Rajah of Travancore 
with  a Y o gakkar requesting the nomination of a Thachudayn- 
kaimal to the pagoda of Irinjalakuda.

T h is  decision called forth, as it appear", the following 

letter from the Yogam members of the Temple.

D
T o  

T h e  D I W A N  o p  C O C H I N .

■ The humble petition of Hu undersigned
amongst other members of the Yogam 

1 of the Koodalnianikka m 7'ewple in
the Mookundapuram District, dated 
Dhann 1 0 5 7 .

S h e w e t h ,

P e t i t i o n e r s  a r e  e x t r e m e l y  s o r r y  t o  h e a r  t h a t  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  

i n d e p e n d e n c e  o f  t h e i r  a n c i e n t  Y o g a m  i s  i n  d a n g e r  o f  b e i n g  f o r c i b l y  i n t e r 

r u p t e d  b y  p r o c e e d i n g s  c o n d u c t e d  w i t h o u t  t h e  c o n s e n t  o f  t h e  Y o g a k k a r s  

o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  C o c h i n  S i r k a r  a n d  o f  t h e  T r a v a n c o r e  S i r k a r ,  a n d  b e g  

t o  s u b m i t  f o r  t h e  k i n d  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  b o t h  t h e  S i r k a r s  a  f e w  f a c t s  

r e g a r d i n g  o u r  s a c r e d  i n s t i t u t i o n .

( i )  T h e  s a c r e d  t r u t h s  o f  t h e  V e d a s  a n d  S h a s t r a s  h a v e  b e e n  f r o m  

t i m e  i m m e m o r i a l  s y m b o l i s e d  a n d  i n c u l c a t e d  i n  M a s o n i c  f o r m s  a n d  

m e a s u r e m e n t s  t h e  e s o t e r i c  s i g n i f i c a t i o n  o f  w h i c h  c a n  b e  u n d e r s t o o d  o n l y  

b y  t h e  I n i t i a t e d .  T h e  A d e p t  i n  t h e  m y s t e r i e s  o t  t h e  c r a f t  i f  e v e r  o n e  

i s  w o r t h y  o f  r e c o g n i t i o n  b y  t h e  Y o g a m  a n d  r e l i g i o u s l y  o r d a i n e d  b y  u s  

i s  k n o w n  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  a s  t h e  “  T h a c h u d a y a - k a i m a l ”  w h i c h  n a m e  l i t e r a l l y  

m e a n s  t h e  Chief of the M.uons o r  t h e  G r a n d  M a s t e r .

( i i )  T h i s  r a n k  o r  d e g r e e  o f  t h e  Y o g a m  w a s  c o n f e r r e d  b y  t h e  Y o g a m  

o c c a s i o n a l l y  o n l y  011 a  w o r t h y  m e m b e r  o t  c e r t a i n  s e l e c t  f a m i l i e s  n o m i n a t e d  

b y  t h e  n o w - e x t i n c t  K a y a n k u l a i n  R o y a l  F a m i l y  w h o  o n c e  r e c e i v e d  o u r  

v o l u n t a r y  r e v e r e n c e  b y  p e r f o r m i n g  t h e  s a c r e d  m i r a c l e  k n o w n  a s  t h e  

“  K o o d a l m a n i k k a m  ”  w h i c h  t h e n c e f o r t h  c a m e  t o  b e  t h e  n a m e  o f  t h e  

t e m p l e  i t s e l f .  K o o d a l m a n i k k a m  m e a n s  l i t e r a l l y  The gem absorbed, b u t  

t h e  s e c r e t  k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e  f r a t e r n i t y ,  t h e  Y o g i  u n i t e d  t o  G o d .

( i i i )  W h e n e v e r  t h e  Y o g a m  t h o u g h t  f i t  t o  o r d a i n  s u c h  a  s p i r i t u a l  

C h i e f  t h e y  u s e d  t o  c o m m u n i c a t e  t h e i r  d e s i r e  a n d  i n t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  M a h a 

r a j a h  o f  C o c h i n  a s  t h e i r  t e r r i t o r i a l  S o v e r e i g n ,  a n d  I l i s  H i g h n e s s  u s e d  t o  

w r i t e  t o  t h e  M a h a r a j a h  o f  T r a v a n c o r e  t o  s e n d  t o  t h e  Y o g a m  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  

m e m b e r  o f  t h e  p a r t i c u ’ a r  f a m i l y  w h o  w e r e  t h e  s u b j e c t s  o f  t h a t  S o v e r e i g n  

a n d  i n t e n d e d  b y  t h e  Y o g a m  t o  b e  o r d a i n e d  a s  T h a c h u d a y a - k a i m a l .

I I  T h e  i n t e r f e r e n c e  o f  t h e  M a h a r a j a h  o f  C o c h i n  o r  o f  t h e  M a h a 

r a j a h  o f  T r a v a n c o r e  h a s  b e e n ,  t h e r e t o r e ,  o n l y  i n  t h e  w a y  o f  h o n o r i n g  t h e  

Y o g a m  b y  c o m p l y i n g  w i t h  t h e  v o l u n t a r y  w i s h e s  o f  t h e  Y o g a m  ;  b u t  n e i t h e r  

o f  t h e  M a h a r a j a h s  c a n  s u b j e c t  u s  s p i r i t u a l l y  t o  t h e  g u i d a n c e  o f  a n y  p e r s o n  

o r  T h a c h u d a y a - k a i m a l  w h e n  t h e  Y o g a k k a r s  d o  n o t  c h o o s e  t o  o r d a i n  

o n e ,  o r  w h e n  t h e  p e r s o n  i s  n o t  m e r i t o r i o u s  e n o u g h  t o  b e  o r d & i n e d .

I f  t h e  Y o g a m ,  o n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  s o  r e s o l v e ,  t h e y  w o u l d  b e  f r e e  t o  

i n s t a l l  a s  t h e i r  c h i e f  a n y  m e r i t o r i o u s  p e r s o n  f r o m  a n y  p a r t  o f  t h e  w o r l d .  

H i s  I m p e r i a l  H i g h n e s s . t h e  P r i n c e  o f  W a l e s  i s ,  w e  a r e  a s s u r e d ,  h i m s e l f  

t h e  G r a n d  M a s t e r  o f  s i m i l a r  i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  E n g l a n d  b y  r e c o g n i t i o n  a n d  

n o t  i n  h e r e d i t a r y  r i g h t .

I I I  W e  a r e  e x c e e d i n g l y  s o r r y  t o  h e a r  t h a t  w i t h o u t  a n  a p p l i c a t i o n  

f r o m  o u r  Y o g a m  H i s  H i g h n e s s  t h e  M a h a r a j a h  o f  C o c h m  h a s  b e e n  p l e a s e d  

t o s e n d  f o r  a  p e r s o n  f r o m  T r a v a n c o r e  i n  o r d e r  t o  b e  o r d a i n e d  b y  o u r  Y o g a m  

a s  o u r  T h a c h u d a y a - k a i m a l  ;  a n d  t h e r e  i s  n o  d o u b t  t h a t  t h e r e b y  o u r  

s p i r i t u a l  i n d e p e n d e n c e  i s  i n  d a n g e r .

I V .  W h e t h e r  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  a c t i o n  o f  t h e  C o c h i n  G o v e r n m e n t  o r  of 
t h e  T r a v a n c o r e  G o v e r n m e n t  w e  d o  n o t  k n o w ,  t h e  T h o o r i t h i k a t t a  M e n o n  

o r  S e c r e t a r y  o f  o u r  Y o g a m  a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  f a l s e l y  w r i t t e n  t o  t h e  M a h a 

r a j a h  o f  T r a v a n c o r e  a n d  s o m e  o t h e r  c h i e f s  t h a t  t h e  Y o g a m  h a v e  r e s o l v e d  

o f  t h e i r  o w n  a c c o r d  t o  o r d a i n  a n d  i n s t a l l  a  T h a c h u d a y a - k a i m a l .  T h e  
S i r k a r  w i l l  b e  c o n v i n c e d  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e  p r o s e c u t i o n  w e  s h a l l  i n s t i t u t e  

i n  t h e  D e p u t y  P i e s h k a r ’ s  C u t c h e r r y  a g a i n s t  t h e  T h o o r i t h i k a t t a  M e n o n  

t h a t  e x c e p t  a  f e w  s c h i s m a t i c  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  Y o g a m  t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  n o  

i n t e n t i o n  011 t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  Y o g a m  t o  c o n s e c r a t e  a  T h a c h u d a y a -  

k a i m a l .

V .  U n d e r  c o l o u r  o f  t h e  f a l s e  u n a u t h o r i z e d  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  s a i d  T h o o -  

r i t h i k a t t a  M e n o n  a n d  o f  t h e  r e p o r t e d  i n t e r e s t  t a k e n  i n  t h e  m a t t e r  b y  t h e  

C o c h i n  a n d  T r a v a n c o r e  G o v e r n m e n t s ,  w e  a r e  s o r r y  t o  h e a r  t h a t  t h e  h o r o s -  

c o p i c  e x a m i n a t i o n  a n d  o r d i n a t i o n  o f  a  T h a c h u d a y a - k a i m a l  i s  a p p o i n t e d  l o r  

t h e  4 t h  o f  M a k a r a m  n e x t  a n d  h i s  p e r s o n a l  i n s t a l l a t i o n  o n  t h e  15 t h .

V I .  I n  t h e  n a m e  o f  K o o d a l m a n i k k a m  t h e  G o d  o f  o u r  Y o g a m ,  w e  h u m 

b l y  p r a y  t h e  C o c h i n  S i r k a r  t o  s a v e  t h e  i n d e p e n d e n c e  o f  o u r  f a i t h  f r o m  

s a c r i l e g i o u s  p r o c e e d i n g s  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  h o r o s c o p e  a n d  from tlw 
forcible intrusion of any pretepded fhachu d ay a-k a im al, ’



VII. We beg that copies of papers relating to the action, if any taken 
in regard to this Temple by the Cochin or Travancore Government, may 
be kindly furnished to us as if any proceedings not approved ol by all the 
Yogakkars take place in the Temple, we shall have to seek the lawful 
protection of the Magistrates and Civil Courts of the State.

(Signed)

A  C O N J U R O R  A M O N G S T  T H E  S P I R I T U A L I S T S .

F o l l o w i n g  i s  a n  a r t i c l e  t a k e n  f r o m  t b e  Bombay Gazette 
o f  J a n u a r y  3 0 ,  i n  w h i c h  w e  f i n d  a  n e w  a n d  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  
p r o o f  o f  t h e  r e a l i t y  o f  t h e  p h e n o m e n a  p r o d u c e d  b y  s o m e  
g e n u i n e  m e d i u m s .  T h e  t e s t i m o n y  o f  a n  e m i n e n t  c o n j u r o r  
w e l l  v e r s e d  i n  e v e r y  p r o f e s s i o n a l  a n d  n o n - p r o f e s s i o n a l  
trick, a n d  a c t u a l l y  a l i v e  t o  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  l e g e r d e m a i n ,  

c a r r i e s  m o r e  w e i g h t  w i t h  i t ,  w e  t r u s t ,  t h a n  t h e  d e n i a l  o f  a  
t h o u s a n d  w o r l d l y  s c e p t i c s  e d u c a t e d  i n  G r e e k  a n d  L a t i n ,  

b u t  u t t e r l y  i g n o r a n t  o f  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  n a t u r e  a n d  
t h e  l i m i t a t i o n s  o f  l e g e r d e m a i n .  W e  f e e l  d o u b l y  h a p p y  

f o r  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  o f f e r e d  u s  b y  a d d i n g  t h e  t e s t i m o n y  o f  
M r .  H .  R e l l a r  t o  t h o s e  o f  M e s s r s .  M a s k e l y n o  a n d  C o o k ,  
B e l l a c h i n i ,  a n d  o t h e r  e m i n e n t  c o n j u r o r s ,  t o  c o n f o u n d  o u r  
d e t r a c t o r s  : h a p p y  f o r  t h e  S p i r i t u a l i s t s  w h o  h a v e  f o u n d  i n  
M r .  E g l i n t o n  s u c h  a  p o w e r f u l  a n d  u s e f u l  a l l y ,  a n d  h a p p y  
f o r  t h o s e  T h e o s o p h i s t s  w h o  e i t h e r  b e l i e v e  i n  o r  t h e m s e l v e s  
p r o d u c e  v a r i o u s  p h e n o m e n a .  I t  m a t t e r s  l i t t l e  c o m p a r a 
t i v e l y  w h e t h e r  t h e  l a t t e r  a r e  r e g a r d e d  a s  m e d i u m s  o r  
o c c u l t i s t s ,  a s  b e i n g  " c o n t r o l l e d ” a n d  “ g u i d e d ’' b y  “ d i s 
e m b o d i e d  s p i r i t s ” o r  i n s p i r e d  b y  l i v i n g  cis o r  f w n s - H i m a -  
l n y a n  “ B r o t h e r s . ” B e f o r e  t h e  v e x e d  q u e s t i o n — “ D o  t h e  
B r o t h e r s  e x i s t  ?” — i s  s e t t l e d ,  t h e  r e a l i t y  a n d  g e n u i n e n e s s  

o f  t h e  p h e n o m e n a  v a r i o u s l y  a s c r i b e d  t o  b o t h  s p i r i t s  a n d  
B r o t h e r s  m u s t  b e  p r o v e d .  I n  o u r  d e a d l y  s t r i f e  w i t h  
s o c i e t y ,  i t  i s  f a r  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t  t o  u s  t o  g a i n  o u r  c h i e f  
p o i n t  w i t h  t h e m — n a m e l y ,  t h e  r i g h t  t o  t a k e  o u r  c r i t i c s  
p u b l i c l y  t o  t a s k ,  a n d  c h a l l e n g e  t h e m  t o  p r o v e  w h i c h  o f  
u s — t h e  m i l l i o n s  o f  S p i r i t u a l i s t s  a n d  T h e o s o p h i s t s  o r  t h e  
m a s s e s  o f  s n e e r i n g  a n d  i n s u l t i n g  s c e p t i c s  w h o  d e n y  t h a t  

o f  w h i c h  t h e y  k n o w  n o t h i n g — m a y  b e s t  b e  d e s c r i b e d  a s  
d e l u d e d  f o o l s ,  i m p o s t o r s  a n d  b i g o t s .  W e  h a v e  r e a s o n  t o  
h o p e  a n d  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  t i m e  w h e n  o u r  g o o d  f r i e n d s ,  
t h e  p s y c h o p h o b i s t s  a n d  m a t e r i a l i s t s ,  m a y  b e  i n v i t e d  t o  
k e e p  c o m p a n y  w i t h  t h o s e  f o s s i l s  o f  o l d  w h o  v o t e d  t o  b u m  
G a l i l e o — i s  a t  h a n d .  M e a n w h i l e ,  c o o l l y  w a v i n g  t h e m  off ,  
w e  m i g h t  a s k  t h e s e  i m p o r t u n a t e  a n d  i n f a t u a t e d  A l e x a n d e r s  
“ n o t  t o  s t a n d  b e t w e e n  u s  a n d  t h e  S U N . ”

The Bombay Gazette s a y s :— M r .  H a r r y  K e l l a r ,  w e l l  
k n o w n  a s  a  c l e v e r  c o n j u r o r ,  w h o  h a s  f r e q u e n t l y  e x h i b i t e d  

h i s  s k i l l  a t  s l e i g h t - o f - h a n d  b e f o r e  B o m b a y  a u d i e n c e s ,  
w r i t e s  t o  t h e  Indian Daily J$ews :—

S i r , —Iu  y o u r  issue o f  t h e  13tli  J a n u a r y ,  I  s t a te d  t h a t  I  sh o u ld  
be  g lad  of an  o p p o r tu n i ty  of p a r t i c ip a t i n g  iu a  seance, w i th  a  view 
of g iv in g  a u  u n b ias sed  op in ion ,  a s  to  w h e th e r ,  iu  m y  c a p a c i ty  of a  
p rofessional  p r e s t id ig i ta tc u r ,  1 c o u ld  g ive a  n a tu r a l  e x p la n a t io n  of 
t i l 'ects si.id to  be p ro d u ced  b y  s p i r i tu a l  a id ,  I  a m  i n d e b te d  to  th e  
c o u r te sy  of M r .  E g l in to n ,  t h e  s p i r i tu a l i s t ic  m e d iu m  now iu  C a lc u t ta ,  
a u d  ol h is  hos t  M r. J .  M e u g e n s ,  fo r  a ffo rd ing  m e  t h e  o p p o r tu n i ty  
1 c raved .  I t  is needless  to  say  1 w e n t  as  a  sceptic ,  b u t  I m u s t  own 
t h a t  I  have  come aw ay  u t t e r ly  u n a b le  to  exp la in ,  b y  a n y  n a tu r a l  
m eans ,  th e  p h e n o m e n a  t h a t  I  w i tn e s se d  ou T u e s d a y  even ing .  I 
■will g ive a  brief  d escr ip t ion  of  w h a t  to o k  p lace  :—

I  was s e a te d  in  a  b r i l l i a n t ly  l ig h te d  room  w i th  M r .  E g l in to n  
a n d  M r .  M e u g e n s  ; we took  o u r  places ro u n d  a  co m m o n  te a k -  
w o o d  tab ic ,  an d ,  a f t e r  a  few  m in u te s ,  t h e  t a b le  b eg an  to  sw a y  
v io len t ly  b a c k w a rd s  a u d  fo rw ards ,  a n d  I  h e a rd  no ise s  su c h  as 
m i " h t  be p ro d u ced  by  som e one  t h u m p i n g  u n d e r  t h e  t a b le .  I  
t r ie d  to d iscover  th e  cause of t h i s  m o v e m e n t ,  b u t  w as  u n a b le  to 
do  so. A f t e r  th is ,  M r .  E g l in to n  p ro d u c e d  tw o  c o m m o n  school 
s la tes ,  w h ich  1 sponged, c leaned ,  a n d  r u b b e d  d r y  w i th  a  tow el  
myself .  M r .  E g l in to n  t h e n  h a n d e d  m e a  box  c o n ta in in g  sm all  
c r u m b s  of s la te  pencil  ; I  se lec ted  one of  th e s e ,  a n d ,  in  accordance  
w i th  M r.  E g l in to n ’s d irec t ions ,  p laced  i t  ou t h e  surface  of one of 
t h e  Blates, p lac ing  th e  o th e r  e la te  ov e r  i t  ; I  t h e n  f i rm ly  g ra sp e d  
t h e  two s la te s  a t  one of th e  co rners ,  M r .  E g l i n t o n  th e n  held  th e  
o th e r  corner ,  o u r  tw o  free  h a n d s  b e ing  c lasped  to g e th e r .  T h e  
s la te s  w ere t h e n  low ered  be low  th e  edge o f  t h e  tab le ,  b u t  r e 
m a in ed  in  full  view, ( the  room  r e m a in in g  l i g h te d  all  t h e  t im e) ;  
i n s ta n ta n e o u s ly  1 h e a rd  a s c ra tch in g  noise, as  m ig h t  be  p ro d u ced  
by w r i t in g  on a  slat'e. I n  a b o u t  fifteen seconds  I  h e a r d  th re e  d i s t in c t  
k no ck s  on  th e  sla te ,  a n d  I  t h e n  op en ed  t h e m  a n d  fo u n d  th e  
fo llow ing w r i t ing

“  My n a m e  is G eary .  D o n ’t  you r e m e m b e r  m e  ? W e  used  to  
t a lk  of th is  m a t t e r  a t  th e  S t .  G e o rg e ’s. I kn o w  b e t t e r  n o w .” 

H a v in g  read  th e  above, I  r e m a rk e d  t h a t  I  k n e w  no  one  b y  
t h e  nam e  of G e a ry .  W e  t h e n  p laced  o u r  h a n d s  on th o  tab le ,  
a n d  M r .  E g l in to n  co m m e n c e d  re p e a t in g  th e  a lp h a b e t  u n t i l  he 
caine to th e  l e t t e r  G  w h e n  th e  t a b le  b egan  to  s h a k e  v io len t ly .  
T h is  p rocess w as r e p e a t e d  t i l l  th e  n a m e  of  G e a ry  w a s  spe lt .  
A f t e r  th is ,  Mr. E g l in to n  to o k  a  p iece of  p a p e r  a n d  a  penci l  a n d  
w i th  a  c o nvu ls ive  m o v e m e n t ,  difficult  to  describe ,  he  w ro te  v e ry  
in d i s t in c t ly  t h e  fo llow ing w o rd s  : —

“ I am  A lf red  G e a ry  o f  th e  Lantern,  y o u  k n o w  m e  a u d  St- 
L e d g e r .” H a v i n g  r e a d  th is ,  I  s u d d e n ly  r e m e m b e re d  h a v in g  m e t  
b o th  Mr. G e a r y  a n d  M r .  S t .  L e d g e r  a t  Cape Town, S o u th  Africa ,  
a b o u t  fou r  y e a r s  ago, a n d  th e  St . G e o rg e ’s H o te l  is t h e  one  I 
l ived  a t  th e r e .  M r  G e a r y  w as  t h e  E d i t o r  of t h e  Cape Lantern.  
I believe he  d ied  som e th r e e  y e a r s  ago. M r .  S t . L e d g e r  w as  th e  
E d i t o r  of  t l ie  Cape Times , a n d  I  bel ieve ia so st il l . W i t h o u t  
go ing  in to  d e ta i ls ,  I  m a y  m e n t io n  t h a t  su b s e q u e n t ly  a  n u m b e r  
of  o th e r  m essages  w ere  w r i t t e n  on t h e  s la te s  w h ich  I  w a s  al lowed 
to  clean  each  t im e  before  th e y  w ere  used.  I n  r e sp ec t  to  th e  
a b o v e u a m e d  m a n i f e s ta t io n s  I  can  o n ly  say  t h a t  I  do n o t  expec t  m y  
a c c o u n t  of  t h e m  to  g a in  g e n e ra l  c redence .  F o r ty - e ig h t  h o u r s  
before ,  I  sh o u ld  n o t  h a v e  b e l iev ed  a n y  one w h o  h a d  d e s c r ib e d  
su c h  m a n i f e s ta t io n s  u n d e r  s im i la r  c i rcu m stan ces .  1 st i l l  r em a in  
a  scep t ic  a s  r e g a r d s  S p i r i tu a l i s m ,  b u t  I  r e p e a t  m y  in a b i l i ty  to  
exp la in  o r  a c c o u n t  for w h a t  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  an  in te l l ig e n t  fo rce  
t h a t  p roduced  th e  w r i t in g  on  t h a t  sla te ,  w h ich ,  if  m y  se n se s  a r e  
to  be  re l ied  on, was in  no w ay  th e  r e su l t  of t r i c k e ry  o r  s le igh t-  
o f-hand .

W e  a r e  g l a d  t o  f i n d  t h a t  o u r  s u r m is e  in  t u b  
D e c e m b e r  N u m b e r  t h a t ,  d e s p i t e  t h e  j e e r i n g  g u e s s e s  o f  

s o m e  p r e j u d i c e d  N a t i v e  E d i t o r s ,  P a n d i t  S h y a m j i  K r i s h n a  
V a r m a  “ m a y  h a v e  o n l y  o f f e r e d  t o a s t s ,  n o t  a c t u a l l y  

‘d r u n k ’ ” a t  a  d i n n e r  w h e r e  h e  w a s  p r e s e n t  w h i l e  a t  B e r l i n ,  
i s  c o r r o b o r a t e d  i n  a  p r i v a t e  l e t t e r  f r o m  o u r  y o u n g  a n d  
e s t e e m e d  f r i e n d  a n d  b r o t h e r ,  d a t e d  a t  B a l l i o l  C o l l e g e ,  
O x f o r d ,  t h e  G t h  i n s t a n t .  T h e  P a n d i t  s a y s  :—  " A l l o w  m e  
t o  a s s u r e  y o u  t h a t  t h e  r e p o r t  a b o u t  m y  d r i n k i n g  w i n e  a t  
t h e  d i n n e r  g i v e n  b y  t h e  E m p e r o r  o f  G e r m a n y  t o  t h e  
m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  O r i e n t a l  C o n g r e s s  a t  B e r l i n  i s  altogether 
incorrect a n d  groundless. Y o u  a r e  p e r f e c t l y  r i g h t  i n  
s a y i n g  t h a t  I  m a y  h a v e  o n l y  o f f e r e d  t o a s t s ,  n o t  a c t u a l l y  

d r u n k  w i n e .  I n  f a c t ,  t h e  l e a r n e d  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  C o n g r e s s  
w h o  r e c e i v e d  m y  s p e e c h e s  m o s t  c o r d i a l l y  w e r e  r e a l l y  
a m u s e d  t o  s e e  m e  d r i n k  t h e i r  h e a l t h  i n  ‘ w a t e r . ’ I  h o p e  
t o  t a k e  a n  e a r l y  o p p o r t u n i t y  o f  w r i t i n g  a  l e t t e r  f o r  t h e  
T h e o s o p h i s t  o n  t h e  s u b j e c t ,  a n d  I  w i l l  t h e n  g i v e  q u o t a 
t i o n s ,  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  m y  s t a t e m e n t ,  f r o m  t h e  o f f i c i a l  r e p o r t  
o f  t h e  p r o c e e d i n g s  o f  t h e  C o n g r e s s  a s  w e l l  a s  f r o m  t h e  
p a p e r s  p u b l i s h e d  i n  G e r m a n y  a n d  E n g l a n d . ”

PA R AG R A PH  F LASH ES FROM THE FOUR 
QUARTERS.

A n o t h e r  S c a n d a l . — A  L o n d o n  c o r r e s p o n d e n t  w r i t e s : —  
I f  a l l  th e  w h i s p e r s  I  h e a r  be  t r u e ,  t h e r e  is l i k e ly  to  b e  a n o t h e r  
c a s e  soon  t h a t  w il l  o v e r s h a d o w  th e  C r i t e r io n  b a r m a i d  sc a n d a l .  
T h e  m a n  w h o  w i l l  f ig u re  in  t h i s  ca se  is n o t  a  L i e u t e n a n t  in  
t h e  R o y a l  N a v y ,  b u t  a  C a n o n  in  t l ie  C h u r c h  o f  E n g l a n d ,  o c 
c u p y i n g  a  v e r y  p r o m i n e n t  pos i t ion ,  w e l l - k n o w n  in t h e  t h e o l o g 
ica l  w o r ld  a s  a  m a n  o f  c o n s id e r a b le  a b i l i t y ,  h e  h a v i n g  w r i t t e n  
a  bo o k  a s  a  d e f e n c e  a g a i n s t  t h e  i n r o a d s  o f  m o d e r n  s c e p t i c i s m .  
I t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  t h i s  d iv in e ,  w h i l s t  t r a v e l l in g  on o n e  o f  t h e  
K e n t  l ines,  w a s  r a t ,h e r  s t r u c k  w i t h  t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  o f 'a  b a r m a i d .  
I n d e e d ,  h e  w a s  so f a s c in a te d  w i t h  h e r  t h a t  h e  e le c te d  t.o loso 
h i s  t r a in .  R e m a i n i n g  a t  t h e  b a r  fo r  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  e v e n in g ,  
l ie su c c e e d e d  in  c a r r y i n g  o n  an  i m p o r t a n t  f l i r ta t io n .  T h e  g i r l  
w a s  e x t r e m e l y  p r e t t y ,  a n d ,  ou  th e  w h o le ,  v e r y  a t t r a c t i v e .  H e r  
c o n v e r s a t io n  is  sa id  to  h a v e  been  e v e n  c h a r m i n g .  R e  t h a t  
a s  i t  m a y ,  in  c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  c e r t a in  i n d u c e m e n t s ,  t h e  c l e r g y 
m a n  m a n a g e d  to e lo p e  w i t h  t h e  g i r l  n e x t  d a y ,  t a k i n g  h e r  
t o  D o v e r .  A f t e r  r e m a i n i n g  t h e r e f o r  a  f ew  d a y s  h e  to o k  h e r  
t o  C a la is .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y  f o r  h im  lie w a s  m e t  t h e r e  b y  » 
b r o t h e r - i n - l a w  o f  h i s  o w n .  H e  c o n c lu d e d  t h a t  i t  w o u ld  lit? 
b e t t e r  to  l e a v e  t h e  p l a c e  a t  once ,  c o v e r in g  u p  h i s  r e l a t i o n 
s h i p  w i t h  li is  f e m a le  f r iend .  T h i s  lie d id  w i t h o u t  g i v i n g  h e r  
a n y  n o t ic e .  l i e  h a d ,  h o w e v e r ,  i n a d v e r t e n t l y  le f t  so m e  d o c u 
m e n t s  in a  b e d - ro o m ,  w h i c h  led  to  h i s  id e n t i f i c a t io n .  I m a g i n e  
h i s  s u r p r i s e  w h e n  t h r e e  d a y s  a f t e r ,  t h e  b a r m a i d  a p p e a r e d  a t  t h e



Canon’s o m i  residence, protfilj' situated in nn English county, 

nnd confronted him and liis wife wil.h (ho story. T h o  Divorce 
Court is to wind up this nice little dram a.”

Kdi tor's Note.— I f  t h i s  s h o u l d  t u r n  o u t  t r u e — a n d  m a n y  
s u t ' l i  s c a n d a l s  h a v e — w e  w o n d e r  w h e t h e r  M r .  J o s e p h  
C o o k  o f  B o s t o n  w h o  d i d  n o t  h e s i t a t e  t o  d e n o u n c e  M r .  
B e n n e t t ,  o f  N e w  Y o r k ,  ( w h o  o n l y  w r o t e  a  f e w  l e t t e r s  b u t  

c o m m i t t e d  110 o t h e r  w r o n g , )  a n d  w h o  r e f u s e d  t o  s i t  o n  t h o  
s a m e  p l a t f o r m  w i t h  h i m ,  w o u l d  t u r n  h i s  b a c k  l i k e w i s e  o n  
t h e  a b o v e  d e s c r i b e d  a n d  t o o  a m o r o u s  C a n o n .

TABLE OF CONTENTS,

M u .  H e n r y  S. O l c o t t ,  P res ident of the Theosophical Socicty, 
has published at  the Society’s P ress  in Colombo, Ceylon, a 
“  B u ddhist  Catechism,” which is stated 011 the title  page to 
havo been “  approved and recommended for use in B ud

dhist, schools by I l ik k a d u w a  Sum angala ,” the distinguished 

high priest of A d a m ’s Peal;, and Principal of the Widyodaya 
P arivena,  the. training college for B uddhist recluses in C ey

lon. None would have ventured to predict; a few years ago 

th a t  the authoritative statem ent of Buddhist  doctrine to be 
used as a text, book in Buddhist  schools would be writ ten  in 
English  and by au American, nnd tha t it, would be so largely 
a compilation, as this is acknowledged in the preface to be, 

from the works of Air. Ivhvs Davids, Bishop Bigandet, and 
other E uropean scholars. T h is  litt le  work, which can be pur

chased for a few pence, will g ive to those interested in 
such questions a tru stw orthy  statem ent o f  w hat the Ceylon 
Buddhists  of to-day hold to be the essential points of their reli

gion. I t  is instructive to notice how completely and frankly 
Ihe latest teachings of science arc accepted and endorsed in 
this catechism for Buddhist  children ; and how t.liey are  tau g h t  

to repeat,  ou th e  a u th o r ity  of the archbishop of their faith, 

that Buddhism, like every  other leligion that has existed 
many centuries, contains u n tru th  mingled with truth. Even 

gold ia found mixed w ith  dross.— London Academy.

Spiritualism aud Occult 
Truth  ... . . .  .. .

“ Naturo-Spiri ts and Ele
m e n t a l  ” ... .. .

In  Desperate Straits ...
Buddhism & Brahmanism
The Pisacha-Daneer.s ...
The Mysterious Brothers— 

An Old Tale Retold ...
The Itosicrucians ... . ..
Gleanings from the Works 

of Swami Dayanaud 
Saraswati ...  . . .

“ A Glimpse Through the 
Corridors of Time ’. . .

T i i k  Sii .t .y  V i o l e n c e  of Mr. Joseph  Cook is likely to do 
move for our cause than even our own efforts. A  re-action iu 

A nglo-Indian opinion is setting in, nnd some fine morning the 
public will wake to the discovery that, the blood of t.lieir t.heoso- 

phic m artyrs  has become the seed of a great reform in Asiatic  

reliuions. A  sign of the coming change is seen in the following 

remarks of the outspoken Bon. boy Gazette :—

“ It is impossible to conceive how the cause o f  Christianity  in 
India can be advanced, or w hat moral or religious benefit can 

result lo any one. from certain recent actions of well-meaning, 
b u t  perhaps over-zealous and certainly injudicious, persons 
engaged in missionary work. I t  is not long since very ju s t  

complaints were made in Calcutta  of placards being posted 

about the streets, abusing the H indu  religion. More recently 

wc have had a good deal of declamation and a considerable 
amount of abuse of certain persons an.I their professions from 

Mr. Joseph  Cook and his supporters, resulting in an unseemly 

controversy, and in such unedifying scenes as occurred at  the 

Poona meeting the other day, when a reverend gentleman some
w hat needlessly quoted the saying about easting pearls before 

swine, to tho annoyance of more than the native members of 
his audicnce. Aud now it is reported from Allahabad th a t  

during the recent great, religious gathering of natives there, 
some missionaries, in their  misguided enthusiasm, set up a stall 

in the fair for the sale of books attacking  native religions, and 

even ‘ palmed off the books ou unwary purchasers who believ
ed them orthodox Indian books.’ A local paper hears ‘ on 

unimpeachable te s t im o n y ’ that, 1 in one ease, when an indignant 
purchaser thus imposed upon, tore up the book before the 
crowd, indignantly protesting tha t publications of that, sort 
were not wanted at  the Mela, the oflended missionary hauled 
liim oif to the police-station and wanted to have him punished.’ 

T he mn<nstnite, of course, refused to listen to the complaint.”
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S P E C I A L  N O T I C E S .

I t  i . s  e v i d e n t  t h a t -,  t h o  T h e o s o p h i s t  w i l l  o f f e r  t o  a d v e r t i s e r s  u n u s u a l  a d 
v a n t a g e s  i n  c i r c u l a t i o n .  A V e  h a v o  a l r e a d y  s u b s c r i b e r s  i n  e v e r y  p a r t  o f  
J  n d i a ,  i n  C e y l o n ,  . B u r m a h ,  C h i n a ,  a n d  o n  t h o  P e r s i a n  G u l f .  O u r  p a p e r  

a l s o  g o e s  t o  G r o a t  B r i t a i n  a n d  I r e l a n d ,  F r a n c e ,  S p a i n ,  H o l l a n d ,  G e r m a n y ,  
N o r w a y ,  H u n g a r y ,  G r e o c o ,  R u s s i a ,  A u s t r a l a s i a ,  S o u t h  A f r i c a ,  t h o  W e s t  
I n d i c a ,  a n d  N o r t h  a n d  S o u t h  A m e r i c a .  T h e  f o l l o w i n g  v e r y  m o d e r a t e  r a t e s  
h a v e  b e e n  a d o p t o d  :

A d v e r t i s i n g  R a t k s .

F i r s t  i n s e r t i o n . , , . . . . . . 1 6  l i n o s  a n d  u n d e r . . . . . . . . . . 1  R u p e e .
F o r  e a c h  a d d i t i o n a l  l i u o . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1  A n u a .

S p a c o  i s  c h a r g e d  f o r  a t  t h e  r a t e  o f  1 2  l i n e s  t o  t h o  i n c h .  S p e c i a l  a r r a n g e 

m e n t s  cati b o  m a d o  f o r  l a r g e  a d v o r t i s c m c m t s ,  a n d  f o r  l o n g e r  a n d  f i x e d  

p o r i o d s .  F o r  f u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  c o n t r a c t s  f o r  a d v e r t i s i n g ,  a p p l y  t o

M e s s r s .  C O O P E R  h C o , ,

A d v e r t i s i n g  A g e n t s ,  B o o k s o l l o r s  a n d  P u b l i s h o r s  
B o m b a y .  •

T o  S U B S C R I B E R S .

M e a d o w  S t r o o t ,  F o r t ,

S rp p i-v  of  Col. O lc o tts  Buddhist Catechism is again 
exhausted, hut, a fresh order has gone forward to Ceylon. G re 
gory's Alcsmer/xin, O w en’s Footfalls, Dor.ton’s Soul of Things, 
Wilson’s Jlow ia Magnetize, Crookes' Researches, aud Wallace’s 

Modei n Spirititulism, are out of print.  Only second-hand 

.copies can be procured for the present.

T h e  S u b s c r i p t i o n  p r i c o  a t  w h i c h  t h o  T n u o s o r i U S T  i s  p u b l i s h e d  b a r e l y  
c o v e r s  c o s t — t h e  d e s i g n  i n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h o  j o u r n a l  h a v i n g  b e e n  r a t h o r  
t o  r e a c h  a  v e r y  w i d e  c i r c l o  o f  r c a d o r s ,  t h a n  t o  m a k o  a  p r o f i t .  W c  c a n n o t  
a l T o r d ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t o  s e n d  s p e c i m e n  c o p i e s  f r e e ,  n o r  t o  s u p p l y  l i b r a r i e s ,  s o 
c i e t i e s ,  o r  i n d i v i d u a l s  g r a t u i t o u s l y .  F o r  t h e  s a m o  r e a s o n  w o  a r c  o b l i g e d  
t o  a d o p t  t h o  p l a n  n o w  u n i v e r s a l  i n  A m o r i c a ,  o f  r e q u i r i n g  s u b s c r i b e r s  t o  
p a y  i u  a d v a n e u ,  a n d  o f  s t o p p i n g  t h o  p a p e r  a t  t h e  c u d  o f  t h o  t e r m  p a i d  f o r .  
M a n y  y o a r s  o f  p r a c t i c a l  e x p e r i e n c e  h a v e  c o n v i n c e d  W e s t e r n  p u b l i s h e r s  t h a t  
t h i s  s y s t e m  o f  c a s h  p a y m e n t  i s  t h o  b e s t  a n d  m o s t  s a t i s f a c t o r y  t o  b o t h  
p a r t i e s  ;  a u d  a l l  r e s p e c t a b l e  j o u r n a l s  a r e  n o w  c o n d u c t e d  o u  t h i s  p l a n .

T h o  T h i s o s o p i i i s t  w i l l  a p p e a r  e a c h  m o n t h .  T h o  r a t e s ,  f o r  t w e l v e  n u m -  

h o r s  o f  n o t  l e s s  t h a n  4 3  c o l u m n s  R o y a l  4 t o  o n c h  o f  r e a d i n g  m a t t e r ,  o r  

5 7 ( )  c o l u m n s  i n  a l l ,  a r c  a s  f o l l o w s  : — T o  S u b s c r i b e r s  i n  a n y  p a r t  o f  I n d i a ,  

C e y l o n ,  S t r a i t s  S e t t l e m e n t s ,  C h i n a ,  J a p a n ,  a n d  A u s t r a l i a ,  R s .  8 ;  i n  A f r i c a ,  

E u r o p e ,  a n d  t h o  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  £  1 .  H a l f - y e a r  ( I n d i a ,  kc.) R s .  5  ;  S i n g l o  

c o p i o s  R u p e o  1 .  R e m i t t a n c e s  i n  p o s t a l  s t a m p  m u s t  b e  a t  t h e  r a t e  o f  a n n a s  

1 7  t o  t h o  R u p e o  t o  c o v e r  d i s c o u n t .  T h o  a b o v o  r a t e s  i n c l u d e  p o s t a g o .  

i V o  name will he entered in the books or paper sent until the money is 
remitted; and invariably t/te papzr will be dî corMnntd at tin expiration 
of the term, subscrib'd for. R e m i t t a n c e s  s h o u l d  h o  m . v l o  i n  M o n o y - o r d o r s ,  

I l u n d i s ,  B i l l  c h e q u e s ,  ( o r  T r e a s u r y  b i l l s  i f  i n  r e g i s t e r e d  l o t t e r s  ) ,  a n d  

m a d o  p a y a b l o  o n l y  t o  t h e  P r o p r i e t o r s  o i ’  t u b  T f i i c o s o i n r r s T ,  B r o a c h  

C a n d y ,  B o m b a y ,  I n d i a .  S u b s c r i p t i o n s  c o m m e n c e  w i t h  t h e  V o l u m o .

S u b s c r i b e r s  w i s h i n g  a  p r i n t e d  r e c e i p t  f o r  t h e i r  r e m i t t a n c e s  m u s t  s o n d  

s t a m p s  f o r  r e t u r n  p o s t a g o .  O t h e r w i s e  a c k n o w l e d g m e n t s  w i l l  b o  m a d o  

t h r o u g h  t h o  j o u r n a l .

Cp'ii* T i f l i  N o V K . M H K R  X U M B K R  O K  V O l , .  I  H K l N U  AO  A I N  KN TI R IC M*  O U T  O F  

p r i n t ,  o n l y  e l e v e n  n u m b e r s  o f  t h a t  V o l u m e  c a n  b o  h a d  o n  p a y m e n t ,  o f  

1 1 s .  5 - 1 2 .  S u b s c r i b e r s  f o r  t h e  S e c o n d  V o l u m o  ( O c t .  1 S S 0  t o  S e p t e m b e r  1 8 8 1 )  

p a y  R s .  0  o n l y  i n  I n d i a  ;  R s .  7  i n  C e y l o n  ;  R s .  8 i n  t h o  S t r a i t s  S e t t l e m e n t s ,  

C h i n a ,  J a p a n ,  a n d  A u s t r a l i a  ;  a n d  £ 1  i n  A f r i c a ,  E u r o p e  a u d  t h o  U n i t e d  

S t a t e s .

A u b x t s  :  L o u d o n  ( E n g - ) ,  B e r n a r d  Q i l a r i t c h ,  1 5  P i c c a d i l l y ,  W .  ;  F r a n c c ,  P . G *  

L e y m a r i e ,  5 ,  i t u o  N o u v c  d e s  P e t i t s  C h a m p s ,  P a r i s  ;  N e w  Y o r k ,  F o w l e r  

a n d  W e l l s ,  7 5 > ,  B r o a d w a y  ;  B o s t o n ,  M a s s ,  C o l b y  a n d  R i c h ,  0 ,  M o n t g o m e r y  

P l a c e  ;  C h i c a g o ,  1 1 1 .  J .  C .  B u n d y ,  9 2 ,  L a ,  S a l l e  S t .  A m e r i c a n  s u b s c r i b e r s  

m a y  a l s o  o r d e r  t h o i r  p a p e r s  t h r o u g h  W .  Q .  J u d g e ,  E s q . ,  B r o a d w a y  7 1 ,  

N o w  Y o r k .  M e l b o u r n e  W .  1 1 .  T e r r y ,  P u b .  lliirhinyt'.r of Liyht. W e s t  I n d i e s  

C .  E  T a y l o r ,  S t .  T h o m a s ;  I n d i a :  M e s s r s .  J o h n s o n  &  C o . ,  2 ( 3  P o p h a m ’ s  

B r o a d w a y ,  M a d r a s  ;  C o y l o n  :  I s a a c  W e o r e s o o r i y a ,  D e p u t ) '  C o r o n e r ,  P o d a n -  

d u w a  :  J o h n  R o b e r t  d o  S i l v a ,  S u r v e y o r  G e n e r a l ' s  O f f i c e ,  C o l o m b o :  D o n  

T i m o t h y  K a r u n a r a t n e ,  K a n d y .  C h i n a  !  K o l l y  a n d  W a l s h ,  S h a n g h a i

P r i n t e d  a t  t h o  Industrial Press b y  B u r j o r j e c  C u r s e t j e e  P r i n t e r  a n d  

p u b l i s h e d  b y  t h e  T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y  a t  B r e a c h  C a u d y ,  B o m b a y *
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THE THEOSOPHIST-
V o l .  3 .  N o .  5 .  B O M B A Y ,  F E B R U A R Y ,  1 8 8 2 .  N o .  2 9 .

T H E  P R A Y A G  T H E O S O P H I C A L  S O C I E T Y .

President / — B a b o o  B e n i  M a d l m v  B h u t t a c h a r j y a .  

Vice-President:— M R . H .  C ,  N i b l e t t .
Secretary: — D r .  A v i n a s  C l i a n d r a  B a n e r j i .

“ T h i s  S o c i e t y  h a s  b e e n  f o r m e d  t o  g i v e  l o c a l  s u p p o r t  i n  
A l l a h a b a d  t o  t h e  P a r e n t '  T h e o s o p u i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  t h e  

p r e s e n t  H e a d - Q u a r t e r s  o f  w h i c h  a r o  a t  B r e a c h  C a n d y ,  
B o m b a y .

T h e  o b j e c t s  o f  t h a t  S o c i e t y  a t e —
1 s t .  T o  f o r m  t h o  n u c l e u s  o f  a  U n i v e r s a l  B r o t h e r h o o d  

o f  H u m a n i t y  w i t h o u t  d i s t i n c t i o n  o f  r a c e ,  c o l o u r  

o r  c r e e d .

2 n d .  T o  p r o m o t e  t h e  s t u d y  o f  A r y a n  L i t e r a t u r e ,  R e 
l i g i o n s ,  a n d S c i e n c e s . a n d  v i n d i c a t e  i t s  i m p o r t a n c e .  

3 r d .  T o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  h i d d e n  m y s t e r i e s  o f  N a t u r e  

a n d  t h e  P s y c h i c a l  p o w e r s  l a t e n t  i n  M a n .

“ T h e  T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y  i s  e n g a g e d  i n  a  m o v e m e n t  

w h i c h  m u s t ,  w h e n  p r o p e r l y  u n d e r s t o o d ,  b e  r e c o g n i s e d  a s  

i n s p i r e d  b y  t h e  p u r e s t  I n d i a n  p a t r i o t i s m .  I t s  l e a d e r s  
b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  t r u e s t  a n d  b e s t  p h i l o s o p h y  i n  t h e  w o r l d ,  
— t h e  m o s t  p r o f o u n d  k n o w l e d g e  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  o r i g i n  a n d  

d e s t i n i e s  o f  H u m a n i t y  i n  a  f u t u r e  s t a t e  7 > f  e x i s t e n c e — a r e  
t o  b e  f o u n d  i n  t h e  a n c i e n t  t e a c h i n g s  u n d e r l y i n g  t h e  r e l i 
g i o n s  o f  I n d i a .  T h e o s o p h y ,  a s  r e g a r d s  t h e  w o r l d  a t  l a r g e ,  

a i m s  a t  b r i n g i n g  a l l  m a n k i n d  u n d e r  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  t h i s  
e n n o b l i n g  p h i l o s o p h y  ; a s  r e g a r d s  I n d i a  e s p e c i a l l y  i t  a i m s  
a t  a  g r e a t  i n t e l l e c t u a l  r e v i v a l .  W h e r e v e r  T h e o s o p h y  
s p r e a d s , — a n d  b r a n c h e s  o f  t h e  S o c i e t y  a r e  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  

m a n y  p a r t s  o f  E u r o p e  a n d  A m e r i c a  a s  w e l l  a s  i n  t h i s  
c o u n t r y , — t h e r e  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  g l o r y  o f  I n d i a  b e g i n s  t o  
s h i n e  a n d  t o  b e  a p p r e c i a t e d  b y  o u r  b r e t h r e n  o f  o t h e r  

r a c e s .  N o  i n t e l l i g e n t  n a t i v e  o f  I n d i a  c a n  h e a r  t h a t  t h i s  i s  
t h e  c a s e  w i t h o u t  a  t h r i l l  o f  p a t r i o t i c  s a t i s f a c t i o n ,  b u t  n o  
n a t i v e  o f  I n d i a  w h o  i s  c a p a b l e  o f  t r u e  p a t r i o t i s m  c a n  f e e l  
s o  i n f l u e n c e d  w i t h o u t  d e s i r i n g  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  a s  f a r  a s  i n  
h i m  l i e s ,  t o  t h e  g o o d  w o r k  w h i c h  h a s  b e e n  u n d e r t a k e n  o n  
h i s  b e h a l f .

“  T h e  p r o m o t e r s  o f  t h e  S o c i e t y  t h a t  h a s  b e e n  f o r m e d  i n  

A l l a h a b a d  a p p e a l ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t o  a l l  c l a s s e s  o f  t h e i r  e d u c a t e d  
f e l l o w - t o w n s m e n  a n d  i n v i t e  t h e i r  c o - o p e r a t i o n .

“ A p p l i c a t i o n s  t o  j o i n  t h e  S o c i e t y  m a y  b e  s e n t  i n t o  
t h e  S e c r e t a r y ,  D r .  A v t n a s  C h a n d r a  B a n e r j i ,  J o h n s -  
t o n g n n g e ,  A l l a h a b a d ,  w h o  w i l l  f u r n i s h  a p p l i c a n t s  w i t h  
a  s t a t e m e n t  o f  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  u n d e r  w h i c h  M e m b e r s h i p  
c a n  b e  o b t a i n e d . ”

I n  p r e p a r in g  f o r  t h e  p r i n t e r  t h e  l i s t  o r  t h f  o f f i c e r s  
o f  t h e  T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y  f o r  1 8 8 2 ,  t h e  n a m e  o f  H i s  
H i g h n e s s  R a ,j ta  N r i p e n d r a  N a r a y a n  B l n i p  o f  K o o c h - B e h a r  
w a s  i n a d v e r t e n t l y  i n c l u d e d ;  a n d  t h e  p a m p h l e t  w a s  
p r i n t e d  b e f o r e  t h e  m i s t a k e  c o u l d  b e  c o r r e c t e d .  H i s  H i g h 
n e s s  i s  n o t  o n  t h e  G e n e r a l  C o u n c i l ,  h u t  m e r e l y  a  F e l l o w  

o f  o u r  S o c i e t y .

T H E  A D H I - B H O U T I C  B F T R A T R U  T H E O S O P H I C A L  
S O C I E T Y .

 ̂ I  h e g  to  s e m i  h e r e w i t h  t h e  r u le s  o f  o u r  B r a n c h  fo r  p u b l i c a t i o n  
iu  t h e  T i t h o s o p i i i s t .

K i n d l y  i n s e r t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  in  r e s p e c t  o f  th o  o f l i ce -b en re ra  
for  1 8 8 2  : —

President : B a b u  N o b i n  K r i s h n a  B a n e r j e e .  Secretary ; B a b u  
D i n a n a i h  G a n g u l y .  Treasurer: lisil>n S h a n t c o w r i  M u ls e r je e .

N O B I N  K .  B A N E R J E E ,  
President.

T H E  A D H I - B H O U T I C  B F T R A T R U  T H E O S O P H I C A L  

S O C I E T Y ,

o r

T h e  P s y c h o - S c ie n t if ic  B r o t h e r h o o d .|

(Established at Berliampore, Bengal.) ' ■ •

1 8 8 2 .

R u l e s  a n d  B y e -L a w s .

I.  The Adhi-Bhoutic Bhratru Samiij is a branch of, and subject 
in every respect to, the Theosophical Society and Universal Brothfr- 
hood, which was founded at  New York, America, on the l t t h  
October, lfi75.

II. The Adhi-Bhoutic Bhratru Branch is founded with tho fol* 
lowing three objects :—

(a). To cultivate and disseminate feelings of love nnd Universal 
Brotherhood among its members in particular and the world ia  
general.

(b). To nrnniot.fi the natural regeneration of the people of India 
by all legitimate means.

(c). To give countenance and support to the Parent Theosophi
cal Societv bv promoting its interests (vide published aims and 
objects of the Parent Societv) and assisting the Founders iu their 
work both bv word and deed.

ITT. AH Fellows must, before being permitted to join the 
Branch, pledge themselves to endeavour to the best of their ability 
to live a life of temperance, purity and brotherly love.

TV. The Society shall admit, as Members, only persons already 
fellows nf the Thensopiiical Society.

V. The Members of the Branch recognize the right of every 
sincere believer in any form of religion to he respected in its enjoy
ment. and admit persons of eit.her.sex or any religion to Fellowship.

Vr. Neither the abandonment of caste nor the knowledge of 
Er.elish is requisite to join the Branch, For the convenience of 
such as do not understand English, lectures will from time to timo 
be delivered in P.encali, if necessary.

VT). The Officers of the Society shall consist of a President, a 
Secretary, a Treasurer, nnd Councillors whose number may vary 
from three to seven. The Officers shall be ex-officio Members of 
tbe Council. The President shall also preside at  tho meetings of 
the Council.

VTIT. The Council shall be empowered to transact all ordiuary 
business connected with the Society. I t  may, if unanimous, also 
remove any 'Member of the Society whose conduct or life is mani
festly inconsistent with the rules, objects, and dignity of the Socie
ty. I f  not. unanimous, the question shall be referred to the Mem
bers and decided by a majority. Three Members of the Council 
shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of all ordinary 
business.

IX. Besides the Initiation Fee of rupees ten paid, once for all, 
to the P arent Society, t.he subscription of the Fellows to their own 
local Society—the Adhi-Bhoutic lihratru  Samaj Branch—shall be 
Bs. two per mensem. This subscription is payable monthly in ad
vance, and it will be appropriated for the payment of rent, postage, 
stationery, books, printing, kc.. I t  will, however, be optional for



nny member to pay more subscription than the amount of Rs. two 
per mensem. Should any Member, however, be unable to pay the 
above amount, the Council will, at  its discretion, either reduce it 
or entirely exempt such Fellow from the payment of subscription, aa 
the circumstances of the case may require. I t  will, however, bo 
optional and meritorious for any Fellow to pay for any other Mem
ber who may thus be unable to pay.

X. Those seeking to join the Society must be recommended 
by at  least two Fellows. They must pledge themselves to obey the 
rules of the Society, to devote themselves unselfishly to its aims, 
and regard as «ecret all its legitimate transactions aud psycho
logical or scientific researches ,an<l experiments, except as permis
sion to divulge may be given by the President or his temporary 
substitute.

X I.  Any Member desiring to sever entirely his connection with 
the Society, may do so on signifying the same iu writing to the 
President, but such severance shall in no way relievo him from tho 
solemn engagements into which he has entered to maintain absolute 
secrecy as to all matters connected with the Society, which have 
been communicated to him with the intimation th a t  they must not 
bo revealed. A t least a month's notice of resignation must, however, 
be given before a Member can cease his connection with the Socie
ty, unless the President and Council should decide otherwise.

X I I .  Tho officers of the Society are elected annually by ballot ; 
the day of election being tho first Sunday in  Jan u ary  unless altered 
by the Council. Officers a re  eligible for re-election, subjeot in  the 
case of tho President to confirmation by the P a r e n t  Society.

X I I I .  Endeavours will be made to form a good Reading Room 
and Library a t  the Society’s rooms. Donations for this purpose 
from Members and Friends will be gratefully accepted, and ac
knowledged through the Parent Society’s Journal,  tho T i i e o s c -  
n n sT

XIV. The Ordinary Meetings of the Society shall be held on the 
first and third Saturday of every month at  6-30 P. M. ; the Secretary 
being empowered to summon any extraordinary meeting, whenever,
ill the opinion of the President, tho necessity for it  arises.

XV. The meetings of tho Society shall be held at  the Sooiety’s 
Hall, Berhampore, Bengal.

XVI. Any one who for reasons th a t  may appear satisfactory to 
the President and Council, may prefer to keep his connection with 
the Society a secret, shall be permitted to do so, and no one, except 
tho executive of the Society, has the right to know tho names of all 
the Members. And should, by accident or in any other way, other 
fellows come to know of the membership of such a person, they are 
bound to respect his secrecy.

_ X V IL  The above rules are subject to revision by the Branch as 
time and occasion may require ; but no Bye-Law shall ever be 
adopted that conflicts with Rule XVI. Should the Branch be not 
uuanimous as regards the changes proposed, the decision of the 
majority will be adopted ; bu t  at  such a meeting a t  least two-thirds 

tho members of the Branch then residing in town must be 
present.

T H E  P O O N A  T H E O S O P H I C A L  S O C I E T Y .

C o l .  O l c o t t ,  t h e  P r e s i d e n t - F o u n d e r ,  a n d  M a d a m e  B l a 
v a t s k y ,  C o r r e s p o n d i n g  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t l i e  P a r e n t  T h e o s o 
p h i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  l e f t  f o r  P o o n a  o n  S a t u r d a y ,  t h e  2 1 s t  
J a n u a r y ,  t h e  d a y  a f t e r  t h e  l e c t u r e  o f  t h e  2 0 t h  r e f e r r e d  t o  

e l s e w h e r e  i n  t h e s e  p a g e s .  T h e y  w e r e  a c c o m p a n i e d  b y  
C a p t a i n  B a n o n ,  F .  T .  S . ,  o f  t h e  3 9 t h  N .  I . ,  s t a t i o n e d  a t  

M o r a r ,  a n d  a  f e w  T h e o s o p h i s t s  o f  t h e  B o m b a y  B r a n c h .  

T h e  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  w h i c h  p a s s e d  t h e r e  b e t w e e n  C a p t a i n  
B a n o n ,  o n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  F o u n d e r s ,  a n d  M r .  J o s e p h  C o o k ,  

a n d  w h i c h  i s  p u b l i s h e d  i n  a n o t h e r  p l a c e ,  w i l l  b e  r e a d  w i t h  
i n t e r e s t .  O n  S u n d a y ,  a  p r i v a t e  m e e t i n g  o f  f r i e n d s  w a s  
h e l d  a t  t h e  h o u s e  o f  K h a n  S a l i e b  N .  D .  K h a n d a l e w a l a ,  

w h e n  t h e  o b j e c t s  a n d  r u l e s  o f  o u r  S o c i e t y  w e r e  e x p l a i n e d  
t o  t h e  e m i n e n t  n a t i v e  g e n t l e m e n  p r e s e n t .  M o n d a y  e v e n 
i n g ,  C o l .  O l c o t t  d e l i v e r e d  a n  i n t r o d u c t o r y  p u b l i c  l e c t u r e  a t  

t h e  T o w n  H a l l ,  I . I e e r a b a u g ,  o n  Theosophy, w h i c h  w a s  

r e c e i v e d  w i t h  u n i v e r s a l  a p p r o b a t i o n  b y  t h e  N a t i v e s  a n d  
C h r i s t i a n s  p r e s e n t .  I t  w a s  c e r t a i n l y  a  v e r y  g r e a t  c o m p l i 
m e n t ,  t o  t h e  l e c t u r e r ’s  a b i l i t y  a n d  f a i r n e s s  t h a t  o n e  o f  h i s  
a u d i t o r s ,  a  R i t u a l i s t i c  c l e r g y m a n  o f  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  E n g l a n d ,  
p a i d .  W h e n  C o l .  O l c o t t  e n q u i r e d  i f  a n y  o n e  d e s i r e d  t o  
p u t  h i m  a n y  q u e s t i o n s ,  t h e  c l e r g y m a n  r o s e  a n d  s a i d  t h a t  
t h e  d i s c o u r s e  t h e y  h a d  j u s t  h e a r d  h a d  g i v e n  h i m  a  f a r  
h i g h e r  o p i n i o n  o f  t h e  T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y  t h a n  b e f o r e .  
H e  w o u l d  n o w  s a y  t h a t  h e  h a d  b e e n  q u i t e  m i s i n f o r m e d ,  a n d  
h e  b e l i e v e d  t h i s  w a s  a l s o  t h e  c a s e  w i t h  t h e  A n g l o - I n d i a n  
p u b l i c .  H e  t h e n  p r o p o u n d e d  a  q u e s t i o n  a b o u t  S p i r i t u a l 
i s m ,  t h e  a n s w e r i n g  o f  w h i c h  e l i c i t e d  m u c h  a p p l a u s e  ; a n d

w h e n  r e t i r i n g ,  h e  c a m e  f o r w a r d  a n d  s h o o k  h a n d s  w i t h  

C o l .  O l c o t t  i n  t h e  s i g h t  o f  t h e  w h o l e  a u d i e n c e .  C o m i n g ,  
a s  t h i s  d i d ,  t h e  v e r y  d a y  a f t e r  M r .  J o s e p h  C o o k ’s  s e c o n d  
a t t e m p t  t o  i n j u r e  o u r  S o c i e t y  b y  m a l e v o l e n t  p u b l i c  a t t a c k s ,  
i t  w a s  a  m o s t  s t r i k i n g  p r o o f  o f  t h e  i m p o t e n c e  o f  t h e  
m i s s i o n a r y  p a r t y  t o  b r e a k  u s  d o w n .  O n  W e d n e s d a y  e v e n i n g  
t e n  c a n d i d a t e s  w h o  h a d  a p p l i e d  f o r  a d m i s s i o n  i n t o  t h e  
S o c i e t y  w e r e  i n i t i a t e d .  A n d  i m m e d i a t e l y  a  B r a n c h ,  t o  b e  
k n o w n  a s  “ T h e  P o o n a  T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y , ” w a s  f o r m e d  

b y  t h e  o l d  a n d  n e w  m e m b e r s .  T h e  f o l l o w i n g  w e r e  a m o n g  

t h e  o f f i c e r s  e l e c t e d  f o r  t h e  c u r r e n t  y e a r : —  _
President:  K h a n  S a h e b  N .  D .  K h a n d a l e w a l a .  Vice

President: C h i n t a m a n r a o  W i s h w a n a t h  N a t u ,  E s q .  Se
cretary and Treasurer: G a n g a r a m  B h a u  M u s k e ,  E s q .

A f t e r  t h e  d u e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  B r a n c h ,  t h e  F o u n d e r s  
r e t u r n e d  t o  B o m b a y  b y  t h e  t r a i n  o f  T h u r s d a y  n o o n ,  a f t e r  
a d m i t t i n g  m o r o  c a n d i d a t e s  i n t o  t h e  m e m b e r s h i p  o f  t h e  

S o c i e t y .

A

R E P O R T
Of the.Proceedings of a Public Meeting held at the Framji 

Cowasji Institute, Bombay, on the 12th of January 1882, 

to celebrate the Sixth Anniversary of

T H E

THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY,

Including the Documents read, and the Addresses of C o l .

H .  S .  O l c o t t ,  President-Founder, and M e s s r s .  M .  

M o o r a d  A l e e  B e g ,  F . T . S . ,  of Wadhwan, D .  M . B e n n e t t ,  

of New York, and K .  M .  S h r o f f ,  F . T . S . ,  of Bombay.

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  R e p o r t  w a s  P u b l i s h e d  b y  P u b l i c  S u b 
s c r i p t i o n ,  a t  B o m b a y ,  a n d  5 , 0 0 0  C o p i e s  Circulated Gra
tuitously : —

T h e  A n n i v e r s a r y  o f  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  o f  t h e  T h e o s o p h i c a l  
S o c i e t y  s h o u l d  p r o p e r l y  b e  c e l e b r a t e d  o n  t h e  1 7 t h  o f  
N o v e m b e r ,  t h e  P r e s i d e n t - F o u n d e r ’s  I n a u g u r a l  A d d r e s s  
h a v i n g  b e e n  d e l i v e r e d  o n  t h a t  d a y  o f  t h e  m o n t h ,  i n  t h e  
y e a r  1 8 7 5 ,  i n  t h e  C i t y  o f  N e w  Y o r k .  B u t  t h e  w o r k  o f  
t h e  F o u n d e r s  h a s  n o w  s o  w i d e l y  e x p a n d e d  i t s e l f  t h a t  t h e y  
c a n  s e l d o m  m a n a g e  t o  b e  a t  t h e  H e a d - Q u a r t e r s  o n  t h a t  

e x a c t  d a y .  T h e  a n n u a l  f e s t i v a l  i s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  k e p t  o n  t h o  

n e a r e s t  c o n v e n i e n t  d a t e .
T h e  m e e t i n g  t h i s  t i m e  w a s  i n  m o r e  t h a n  o n e  w a y  t h e  

m o s t  s u c c e s s f u l  e v e r  h e l d  b y  u s  a t  B o m b a y  : t h e  h o u s e  w a s  
a l m o s t  a s  d e n s e l y  c r o w d e d  a s  i t  w a s  w h e n  C o l .  O l c o t t  f i r s t  
a d d r e s s e d  t h e  I n d i a n  p u b l i c  a f t e r  o u r  l a n d i n g  i n  t h e  
c o u n t r y ,  a n d  e v e n  m o r e  e n t h u s i a s t i c .  T h e  a p p l a u s e ,  i n  

f a c t ,  w a s  a l m o s t  c o n s t a n t .  I t  w a s  a l s o  g i v e n  i n  s u c h  a  

w a y  a s  t o  s h o w  t h a t  w e  n o w  h a v e  N a t i v e  p u b l i c  s y m p a t h y  
d e c i d e d l y  o i l  o u r  s i d e ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e  p c l i c y  o f  c a l u m n i o u s  

a t t a c k  u p o n  o u r  p r i v a t e  c h a r a c t e r  i s  n o  l o n g e r  e f f e c t i v e  i n  

k e e p i n g  t h e  N a t i v e  h e a r t  c l o s e d  a g a i n s t  t h o s e  w h o  a r e  
s i n c e r e l y  t r y i n g  t o  w i n  i t s  f r i e n d s h i p  a n d  c o n f i d e n c e .

T h e  Chair b e i n g ,  u p o n  m o t i o n ,  t a k e n  b y  D r .  P a n d u 
r a n g  G o p a l ,  F .  T .  S . ,  t h e  w e l l - k n o w n  S u r g e o n  O c u l i s t ,  
t h a t  G e n t l e m a n  m a d e  a  f e w  p r e l i m i n a r y  r e m a r k s  e x p r e s s 
i v e  o f  h i s  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  S o c i e t y ,  o f  w h i c h  h e  h a s  l o n g  
b e e n  a  m e m b e r ,  a n d  h i s  b e l i e f  t h a t  i t  h a s  b e e n  a n  a g e n c y  
f o r d o i n g  g r e a t  g o o d  t o  t h e  m o r a l  a n d  s p i r i t u a l  i n t e r e s t s  o f  
t h e  I n d i a n  p e o p l e  o f  a l l  c a s t e s .  H e  t h e n  c a l l c d  u p o n  
M r .  D a i n o d a r  K .  M a v a l a n k a r ,  J o i n t  R e c o r d i n g  S e c r e t a r y  
o f  t h e  S o c i e t y ,  t o  r e a d  t h e  T r e a s u r e r ’s  R e p o r t  t o  3 1 s t  
D e c e m b e r  1 8 8 1 ,  w h i c h  h e  d i d  a s  f o l l o w s  ;— •



T H E  T H E O S O P H I C A L  S O C IE T Y .  

T r e a s u r e r ’ s  A c c o u n t  f r o m  i s t  M a y  t o  3 1 S T  D e c e m b e r  i 8 8 r -

R e c k i ™

F r o m  t h o  1 s t  M a y  t o  t h e  3 1 s t  D e 
c e m b e r  1 8 8 1  J i g .  a  p .

I n i t i a t i o n  F e e s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 , 8 3 8  0  0
D o n a t i o n  f r o m  n n  A n g l o -

I n d i a n  m e m b e r  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 0 0  0  0
C a s h  a d v m c o d  b y  M a d a m s  

B l a v a t s k y  a n d  C o l .  H .  S .
O l c o t t  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 , 5 9 1  4 8

T o t a l  R u p e e s  .  8 , 5 2 9  4  3

E xp en dit uiie .

F r o m  t h o  1  a t  M a y  t o  t h o  3 1 s t  D e 
c o m b e r  1 8 8 1  : —  R s .  a .  p .

H e a d q u a r t e r s m a u i t e n a n c e 2 , 5 8 ' i  1 3  9  
S o c i o t y ’ s  P r i n t i n g ,  S t a t i o n 

e r y  a n d  P o s t a g e . . .  . . .  1 6 6  1 2  0  
T r a v e l l i n g  E x p e n s e s  a n d  

S p c e i a l  M i s s i o n s  t o  C e y 
l o n ,  L u c k n o w ,  T i n n e v o i l y ,  
t h o  P u n j a b .  D r a l l i  C l i f t ' s ,

Pungiand GhaluriiigCho.3,777 10 6

T o t a l  R u p p e 9 - . - 8 . 5 2 9 _ i  3

E .  k 0 .  E .

Ii. P .  B L A V A T S K Y ,
v ,  ,  A c t i n g  T r e a s u r e r .
B o m b a y ,  3 1 s t  D e c e m b e r  1 8 8 1 .

A u d i t e d  b y  o r d e r  o f  t h e  G e n e r a l  C o u n c i l  a n d  f o u n d  c o r r e c t .

M .  M O O R A D  A L E E  B E G .
N .  D .  B A H A D H U R J I .

M r .  D a m o d a r  t h e n  r e a d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  l e t t e r  f r o m  t h e  

S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  S i m l a  E c l e c t i c  T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y —  

M y  d i : a k  C o l .  O l c o t t , —

I  reg re t  tha t my official duties prevent my accepting your 
kind invitation to attend tho anniversary meeting on tlie 12th 
instant and take the chair. Rut,  tha t you and your colleague 
may know that my absence indicates no luck of real interest in 
the work o f  the Society, I  send you the assurance of my sincere 
devotion to the noble objects you aro s triving to realize. A fte r  
three years of intimacy with Madame Blavatsky and yourself, 
and a constant watch over the development of your plans, I  need 
only say th a t  my regard for you and appreciation of y o u r  aims 
nre stronger to-day than ever, and rr.y sym pathy  w ith  you in 
the great work you have undertaken continues unabated. I t  
was, of course, inevitable that the public should have misun
derstood your motives, for it has seldom seen n movement of a 
purely philanthropic character organised on such a scale as 
tha t  of the Theosophical Society. N or should we bo surprised 
th a t  the enemies of truth havo eagerly caught hold of every 
p re tex t  to abu‘o its exponents , who are conducting a searching 
enquiry into the origins of popular religions independently of all 
prejudices. You, Founders o f our Society, have repeatedly been 
slandered and your sensibilities been wounded frcm sheer malice 
and dislike to the task you have set yourselves of exposing tho 
fallacies and weaknesses of tho various religious s y s te m s . Tho 
recent lecture o f  Archdeacon Baly on the roligions in India, in 
which tha t gentleman expressed tho opinion that Theosophy 
was a sort, of school for clever conjut ing, fairly represents tho 
popular ignorance ot the nature of the m ovem ent you  direct, 
i ts aims and accomplished results. l i e  seems unaware of tho 
powerful effect you have already had on the minds of educated 
Hindus in awakening their interest in the ancient, A ryan reli
gions and promoting a  higher moral tone amongst them, nor does 
he appear to realise the enormous results you have achieved 
among the Buddhists of Ceylon where you have formpd tho 
priests and laity alike into one organization for tho purification 
aud rehabili tation of their national religion. I t  is not too much 
for you to ask that, at least thoso who undertake the  du ty  of 
criticizing the Society and its work should first try  to find out 
the principles on which it is based and the objects it has in 
view. Tho  att itude of Europeans and natives alike is not 
complimentary to either tho fairness or intelligence) o f  tho mass 
of the peoplo outside our ranks. B ut to courageous souls who 
have strong convictions to guide them and the  consciousness 
of pure motives as their support,  such obstacles aro never iu- 
Bunuomitable. Even now we see the opinions o f  An<rlo-In- 
dians showing signs of a change. Take heart then and keep on 
w ithout faltering. The r igh t will surely prevail i f  j'ou only 
keep iu mind the good old English advice “ N ever say Dio”.

Wishing the Society every success, I  am, my dear Olcott, 
always yours,

Sincerely nnd devotedly,
R O S S  S C O T T .

T h e  r e a d i n g  . w a s  f r e q u e n t l y  i n t e r r u p t e d  b y  t h e  a p p l a u s e  
o f  t h e  l a r g e  a u d i e n c e ,

T e l e g r a m s  o f  c o n g r a t u l a t i o n  w e r e  t h e n  r e a d  f r o m  

s e v e r a l  o f  t h e  S o c i e t y ' s  B r a n c h e s  i n  I n d i a  a n d  i n d i v i d u a l  

m e m b e r s .

T h e  C h a i r  t h e n  i n t r o d u c e d  C o l o n e l  O l c o t t ,  t h e  P r e s i -  

d e n t - F o u n d e r ,  w h o ,  o n  c o m i n g  f o r w a r d ,  w a s  r e c e i v e d  w i t h  a  
s t o r m  o f  h a n d - c l a p p i n g s .  W h e n  s i l e n c e  c o u l d  b e  r e s t o r e d ,  

h e  p r o c e e d e d  t o  m a k e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  A d d r e s s  :—

T H E  T H E O S O P H I C A L  M O V E M E N T .

M r .  C h a i r m a n ,  F e l l o w s  o f  t h e  S o c i e t y ,  L a d i e s  a n d  
G e n t l e m e n , — W e  m e e t  t o - d a y  t o  p u b l i c l y  c e l e b r a t e  t h e  

S i x t h  A n n i v e r s a r y  o f  t h e  T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y .  O n  i t s  

b e h a l f  I  b i d  y o u  w e l c o m e .  I  h a v e  h e r e  b r o u g h t  w i t h  m e  
t h e  o r i g i n a l  p o s t a l - c a r d  c i r c u l a r  n o t i c e  w h i c h  c o n v e n e d  t h e  
F o u n d e r s ,  i n  t h e  C i t y  o f  N e w  Y o r k ,  o n  t h e  1 G th  o f  O c t o b e r  
1 8 7 5 ,  t o  v o t e  u p o n  t h e  B y e - L a w s  t h a t  h a d  b e e n  d r a f t e d  
b y  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  a p p o i n t e d  a t  t h e  p r e l i m i n a r y  m e e t i n g ,  
o n  t h e  1 7 t h  o f  S e p t e m b e r  ante. A l r e a d y ,  o u r  S o c i e t y  
h a s  r e a c h e d  a  d e v e l o p m e n t  w h i c h  g i v e s  h i s t o r i c  v a l u e  t o  

t h i s  m o d e s t  d o c u m e n t .  A s  t h e  s e e d  c o n t a i n s  t h e  g e r m  
o f  t h e  f u l l - g r o w n  t r e e ,  s o  t h a t  l i t t l e  c a r d  h a d  i n  i t  t h e  

p o t e n t i a l i t y  o f  t h e  g r e a t  m o v e m e n t  t h a t  T h e o s o p h y  h a s  

b e c o m e .

T h i s  i s  t h e  t h i r d  t i m e  w e  h a v e  a d d r e s s e d  t h e  B o m b a y  
p u b l i c ,  i n  t h i s  H a l l ,  o n  o u r  a n n i v e r s a r i e s .  Y o u  n o w  k n o w  
u s ,  a n d  h a v e  h a d  t i m e  t o  w a t c h  o u r  m o v e m e n t s  a n d  
g a u g e  o u r  s i n c e r i t y .  W e  d o  n o t  a d d r e s s  y o u  a s  s t r a n g e r s ,  
t h e r e f o r e .  W e  h a v e  g o t  b e y o n d  t h e  p r e l i m i n a r y  s t a g e  o f  

p o l i t e  p h r a s e s  o n  b o t h  s i d e s .  Y o u  k n o w  j u s t  h o w  w e  k e e p  

o u r  p r o m i s e s ,  a n d  w e  k n o w  w h a t  y o u r s  a r e  w o r t h .  T h e  

s c e n t e d  g a r l a n d s  B o m b a y  b r o u g h t  u s  i n  F e b r u a r y  1 8 7 9  

w i t h e r e d  l o n g  a g o ,  i t s  c o m p l i m e n t a r y  s p e e c h e s  o f  w e l 
c o m e  l o n g  s i n c e  d i e d  a w a y  o n  t h e  a ir .  I t  s e e m s  f a r  a w a y  
— o u r  f i r s t  m e e t i n g .  T h e  t h r e e  y e a r s  t h a t  h a v e  s l i p p e d  
b y  h a v e  b e e n ,  f o r  u s ,  s o  c r o w d e d  w i t h  i n c i d e n t s  t h a t ,  
t h o u g h  m y  f e e t  s t a n d  o n  t h e  s a m e  s p o t  u p o n  w h i c h  I  
t h e n  s t o o d ,  m y  m e m o r y  h a r d l y  c a n  r e a l i s e  t h a t  i t  i s  o n l y  
t h r e e  y e a r s .  S u c h  c h a n g e s ,  t o o ,  a s  h a v e  b e f a l l e n  u s  ! 
D r e a m s  o f  h o p e  b l a s t e d — o t h e r  d r e a m s  f u l f i l l e d  ; s o m e  
w h o  t h e n  p r e t e n d e d  f r i e n d s h i p ,  t u r n e d  i n t o  f o e s ; a n d  

h u n d r e d s  m o r e  w h o s e  e x i s t e n c e  w e  d i d  n o t  t h e n  s u s p e c t ,  
b e c o m e  o u r  s t a u n c h e s t ,  m o s t  u n s e l f i s h  a n d  s e l f - s a c r i f i c i n g  
f r i e n d s .  S o m e  w h o  s t o o d  b e s i d o  m e  t h e n  h a v e  g o n e  
i n t o  t h e  d a r k  v a l l e y  o f  D e a t h ,  a n d  s o m e — t h a n k s  t o  t h e  
i n n a t e  n o b l e n e s s  o f  h u m a n  n a t u r e — h a v e  b e e n  t r u e  a s  
s t e e l  t o  o u r  c a u s e  f r o m  f i r s t  t o  l a s t .  B u t ,  a m i d  a l l  t h e s e  
v i c i s s i t u d e s ,  w h a t  h a s  b e e n  t h e  n e t t  o u t c o m e  a s  r e g a r d s  
o u r  S o c i e t y  ; h a s  i t  e x p a n d e d  o r  c o n t r a c t e d  ; i s  i t  s t r o n g e r  
o r  w e a k e r ;  w i l l  i t  l i v e  a n d  s t i l l  g r o w ,  o r  d i e  o u t , a s  v i s i o n s  

f a d e  ? I  c o m e ,  o b e d i e n t  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  v o i c e ,  t o  a n s w e r  
t h e s e  q u e s t i o n s .  I  a m  h e r e  t o  g i v e  a n  a c c o u n t  o f  

m y  s t e w a r d s h i p .  T o  m e e t  y o u  I  l e f t  m y  w o r k  i n  t h e  

h e a r t  o f  C e y l o n ,  w h i t h e r  I  s h a l l  s h o r t l y  r e t u r n ,  a f t e r  
a  r o u n d  j o u r n e y  o f  3 , 0 0 0  m i l e s .  I  s h a l l  t e l l  y o u  
h o n e s t l y  w h a t  t h e  T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y  h a s  a c c o m 
p l i s h e d  w i t h i n  t h e s e  y e a r s  ; w i t h h o l d i n g  n o t h i n g  t h a t  i s  
n o t  o f  a  c o n f i d e n t i a l  n a t u r e .  A n d  t h e n  I  s h a l l  a s k  y o u  
s o m e  q u e s t i o n s  i n  r e t u r n .  I  w a n t  y o u  t o  t e l l  n \ e  h o w  
you h a v e  d o n e  your  d u t y — n o t  t o  u s ,  b u t  t o  y o u r  c o n s c i e n c e ,  
y o u r  r a c e ,  a n d  y o u r  r e l i g i o n .  F o r ,  u n d e r s t a n d ,  I  h a v e  

m a d e  m y  l a s t  a p p e a r a n c e  t o  y o u  a s  a  s u p p l i a n t  fo r  y o u r  
k i n d  a l l i a n c e .  T h e  t i m e  f o r  m e  t o  a p o l o g i z e  f o r  c a n d o u r  i s  
p a s t .  I  c o m e  t o  f o r c e  t h e  q u e s t i o n  h o m e  u p o n  y o u  
w h e t h e r  y o u  h a v e  a s  m u c h  r i g h t  t o  y o u r  o w n  s e l f - r e s p e c t ,  
a s  y o u  h a d  a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  1 8 7 9 ,  w h e n  f i r s t  I  a p p e a l e d  
t o  y o u  t o  r e c o l l e c t  t h e  g l o r i e s  o f  y o u r  f o r e f a t h e r s  a n d  b e  
w o r t h y  o f  t h e  n a m e  o f  A r y a n  o r  P e r s i a n .  T h e  p r o m i s e s  I  
m a d e  i n  m y  f i r s t  a d d r e s s  f r o m  t h i s  p l a c e  h a v e  b e e n ,  o r  
a r e  b e i n g  f u l f i l l e d .  W e  c a n  n o w  p o i n t  y o u  t o  w o r k  d o n e ,  
s c h e m e s  c a r r i e d  o u t ,  p l a n s  r e a l i s e d .  T h e o s o p h y  w a s  t h e n  
a  n e w  q u e s t i o n ,  s c a r c e l y  a n y  o n e  i n  I n d i a  h a d  h e a r d  o f  
u s ;  b u t  n o w  y o u  m a y  g o  w h e r e  y o u  l i k e  t h r o u g h o u t  I n d i a ,  
a n d  y o u  w i l l  f i n d  t h a t  w e  a r e  k n o w n ,  h a v e  f r i e n d s  a n d  
c h a m p i o n s ,  a n d  a r e  e x e r c i s i n g  a  p o s i t i v e  a n d  a p p r e c i a b l e



i n f l u e n c e  u p o n  t h e  t h o u g h t  o f  t h e  e d u c a t e d  c l a s s e s .  I  d o  
n o t  a s k  y o u  t o  b e l i e v e  t h i s  u p o n  m y  s i m p l e  s t a t e m e n t ,  b u t  

u p o n  t h e  j o i n t  t e s t i m o n y  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  p r e s s  a n d  o u r  
e n e m i e s  o l  a l l  s h a d e s  a n d  d e g r e e s .  T h e  v e r y  a b u s e  t h a t  
h a s  b e e n  s h o w e r e d  u p o n  u s ,  w h e n  w e  t a k e  n o t e  o f  i t s  

a u t h o r s ,  i s  a  c e r t i f i c a t e  o f  o u r  u s e f u l n e s s .  B i s h o p s  a n d  
a r c h d e a c o n s ,  s e c t a r i a n  o r  v e n a l  w r i t e r s ,  b i g o t s  a n d  p r e 
t e n d e d  s a i n t s  o r  r e f o r m e r s ,  d o  n o t  w a s t e  t h e i r  s t r e n g t h  i n  
a t t a c k i n g  t h e  i n s i g n i f i c a n t .  A n d  w h e r e  w i l l  y o u  f i n d  a  
s o c i e t y  t h a t  h a s  b e e n  b e t t e r  a b u s e d  t h a n  o u r s  ! N o  ; o u r  
c r e d e n t i a l s  a r e  t h e  w o r k  w e  h a v e  d o n e ,  a n d  t h e  a t t a c k s  
u p o n  u s  b y  t h e  e n e m i e s  o f  H i n d u ,  B u d d h i s t  a n d  Z o r o a s 
t r i a n  p h i l o s o p h i e s  a n d  s c i e n c e s ,  f o r  d o i n g  i t .  B e c a u s e  

t h e y  h a t e  y o u r  r e l i g i o n  a n d  w o u l d  h a v e  y o u  d e s p i s e  y o u r  
a n c e s t o r s ,  t h e y  h a v e  t r i e d  t o  p u t  u s  d o w n  a n d  s t o p  o u r  

m o u t h s .  B u t  t h e y  h a v e  f a i l e d .  I f  w e  c o u l d  s u r v i v e  y o u r  

n e g l e c t ,  w h o s e  l o y a l  h e l p  w e  h a d  t h e  c l e a r  r i g h t  t o  c o u n t  
u p o n ,  w e  w e r e  n o t  t o  b e  p u t  d o w n  b y  t h e i r  v i o l e n c e .  W e  
h a v e  p r e a c h e d  n o t h i n g  b u t  t r u t h ,  a n d  i t  i s  a g a i n s t  t h a t  

e t e r n a l  r o c k  t h a t  t h e s e  s l a n d e r e r s  h a v e  b e e n  d a s h i n g  t h e i r  
f i s t s .  L e t  t h e m  g o  o n ,  a n d  s t a n d  y o u  b y  i d l e ,  a s  m o s t  o f  
y o u  h a v e  d o n e  h i t h e r t o ,  i f  y o u  w i l l : t h e  T h e o s o p h i c a l  

S o c i e t y  i s  a  l i v i n g  f a c t ,  a n d  i t  i s  f a s t  b e c o m i n g  a  p o w e r .  
I  r e a d  y o u  l a s t  M a y  a n  e x t r a c t  f r o m  t h e  l e t t e r  o f  a  w e l l -  

k n o w n  B e n g a l i  p a t r i o t ,  in  w h i c h  h e  s a y s  t h a t  w e  a r e  n o w  
u n i v e r s a l l y  k n o w n  a n d  r e s p e c t e d ,  a n d  h a v e  a l s o  p e r f o r m e d  
a  m i r a c l e .  “ O n l y  t h e  o t h e r  d a y  ” h e  w r o t e  “ i n  a  c o m 
p a n y  o l  f r i e n d s ,  t l i e  q u e s t i o n  w a s  r a i s e d  h o w  i t  w a s  t h a t  
t h e  e d u c a t e d  B a b u s  i n  g e n e r a l ,  n o w  s h o w e d  a n  i n c l i n a t i o n  
t o w a r d s  H i n d u i s m .  I  s a i d  i t  w a s  o w i n g  t o  t h e  T h e o s o 
p h i s t s ,  a n d  it was admitted by all. to be so.” S o  m u c h  f o r  

B e n g a l  ; n o w  f o r  N o r t h  I n d i a .  S a y s  t h e  L o n d o n  o r g a n  o f  
t h e  C h u r c h  M i s s i o n a r y  S o c i e t y  ( t h e  Church Missionary 
Intelligencer and Record) i n  i t s  i s s u e  o f  l a s t  J u l y  :— “ I n  a  
r e c e n t l y  p u b l i s h e d  a r t i c l e  w e  g a v e  s o m e  h i n t  o f  t h e  m i s 
c h i e f  w h i c h  i s  b e i n g  c a u s e d  i n  N o r t h  I n d i a  b y  w h a t  i s  

t e r m e d  T h e o s o p h i s m .  I f  w e  d i d  n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h i s  m i s 
c h i e f  w a s  r e a l ,  a n d  a  f r e s h  h i n d r a n c e  t o  t h e  p r o g r e s s  o f  

C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  i t  w o u l d  n o t  b e  w o r t h  w h i l e  r e v e r t i n g  t o  i t . . . .  
F r o m  w h a t  w e  l e a r n ,  i t  i s  s p r e a d i n g ,  a n d  i f  i t  e x t e n d s  
m u c h  f a r t h e r ,  i t  i s  l i k e l y  t o  b e  q u i t e  a s  n o x i o u s  a s  t h e  
B r a h m o  S o m a j ,  a b o u t  w h i c h  s o  m u c h  l e a r n e d  n o n s e n s e  
i s  t a l k e d . ” W e l l ,  i t  i s  s o m e t h i n g  a t  l e a s t  t o  b e  a b u s e d  i n  

g o o d  c o m p a n y ;  b u t  i t  s e e m s  a  l i t t l e  q u e e r  t o  y o k e  t h e  
F o u n d e r s  o f  t h e  T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  w h o  d o  n o t  p r a y ,  
w i t h  t h e  B r a h m o  S a m a j i s t s ,  w h o  d o — v e r y  m u c h .  N o w  t h e  
C h u r c h  M i s s i o n a r i e s  o u g h t  t o  k n o w  w h e t h e r  w e  a r e  d o i n g  
a n y t h i n g  i n  N o r t h  I n d i a  t o  s t r e n g t h e n  t h e  l o v e  o f  t l i e  
N a t i v e s  f o r  t h e i r  o w n  r e l i g i o n  ; a n d  f o r  m y  p a r t  I  t h i n k  t h e i r  
L o n d o n  o r g a n  h a s  t o l d  t h e  t r u t h  a b o u t  i t .  B u t  h e r e  c o n i e s  
t h e  V e r y  R e v e r e n d  A r c h d e a c o n  B a l y ,  a n d  s a y s  a t  t h e  
r e c e n t  C h u r c h  o f  E n g l a n d  M i s s i o n a r y  m e e t i n g  t h a t  T h e o 
s o p h y  i s  o n l y  a  s o r t  o f  n e w  r e l i g i o n  b a s e d  o n  j u g g l i n g  
t r i c k s .  “ W e  h a v e  t w o  r e l i g i o n s  g r o w i n g  t i p  a m o n g  u s , ” 

h e  g r a v e l y  r e m a r k s .  “ T h e  f i r s t  i s  T h e o s o p h y ,  o f  w h i c h  

y o u  m u s t  h a v e  h e a r d  s o m e t h i n g .  A t  p r e s e n t  i t s  p r i n c i p a l  
d e v e l o p m e n t s  s e e m  t o  m e  t o  s a v o r  o f  a  c o n j u r i n g  c l e v e r n e s s
o n  o n e  s i d e ,  a n d  a n  e a s y  c r e d u l i t y  o n  t h e  o t h e r ..........................

I  f e a r  i t  w i l l  n e v e r  b e  a b l e  t o  c o n v e y  a n y  s p i r i t u a l  
p o w e r  t o  m a n ,  o r  e n d o w  h i m  w i t h  a n y  s p i r i t u a l  g o o d ,  u n t i l  

i t  b o r r o w s  a n d  a d o p t s ,  d i r e c t l y  o r  i n d i r e c t l y ,  s o m e  o f  t h e  
b e n e f i c e n t  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  C h r i s t i a n i t y . ” F o r  a  l a y m a n  t h i s  
w o u l d  b e  s t u p i d ,  a n d  s h o w  p r e t t y  c l e a r l y  t h a t  h e  d i d  n o t  

r<\ad t h e  p a p e r s — a t  l e a s t  n o t  t h e  T h e o s o p h is t ,  a n d  t h e  
N a t i v e  p a p e r s  ; w e  m i g h t  a l m o s t ,  s u s p e c t  h i m  o f  b e i n g  a  
s u b s c r i b e r  t o  t h e  Civil and Military Gazette, o r  t h e  
Lucknow 1 Vitness, o r  t h e  Calcutta Statesman, . o r  s o m e  
o t h e r  j o u r n a l i s t i c  j e w e l - b o x  o f  t h e  s o r t .  B u t  f o r  a  
l e a r n e d  a n d  e s t e e m e d  g e n t l e m a n ,  a n  A r c h d e a c o n ,  a n d  a  
V e r y  Very R e v e r e n d  t o  b o o t ,  t o  l i t t e r  s u c h  n o n s e n s e  i s  
r e a l l y  l a m e n t a b l e .  Imprimis, w e  p r e a c h  n o  n e w  r e l i g i o n ,  
n e v e r  d i d  ; a l w a y s  v e h e m e n t l y  p r o t e s t e d  a g a i n s t  b e i n g  
t h o u g h t  t o  d o  s o  I n  f a c t ,  a s  I  h a v e  r e i t e r a t e d  i u  e v e r y  
s p e e c h  I  e v e r  m a d e  i n  L i d i a ,  o u r  S o c i e t y  a s  a  b o d y  h a s  n o  
r e l i g i o n .  W h a t ,  w e  d o  i s  t o  p r e a c h  t h e  m a j e s t y  a n d  g l o r y  
o f  a l l  t h e  a n c i e n t  r e l i g i o n s ,  a n d  t o  w a r n  t h e  H i n d u ,  t h e

S i n h a l e s e ,  a n d  t l i e  P a r s i ,  t o  b e w a r e  b o w  t h e y  d e p a r t  f r o m  
t h e  t e a c h i n g s  o f  t h e  Veda, t h e  Tripitikas, a n d  t h e  Avesta, 
f o r  a n y  n e w e r  f a i t h ,  b e f o r e  l e a r n i n g  w e l l  w h a t  t h e  o l d e r  

r e l i g i o n s  c o n t a i n ,  a n d  w h a t  t h e  n e w e r  o n e s  d o  not c o n t a i n .  
T h e o s o p h y  l i a s  g r o w n  t o  w h a t  i t  i s  j u s t  b e c a u s e  i t  t e a c h e s  

t h a t  t h i s  “s p i r i t u a l  p o w e r , ” a n d  “ s p i r i t u a l  g o o d ” c a n  b e  
o b t a i n e d  i n  o n l y  o n e  w a y ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  a s c e t i c s  
o f  t h e  s c h o o l s  o f  S a k y a  Muni, o f  Z o r o a s t e r ,  o f  P a t a n j a l i ,  o f  
M a h o m e d ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  m y s t i c s  o f  E g y p t ,  G r e e c e  a n d  
R o m e ,  o f  C h i n a ,  T i b e t  a n d  J a p a n ,  o f  t h e  A z t e c s  a n d  
T o l t e c s ,  o f  S i a m  a n d  C a m b o d i a ,  a l l  all, I  s a y — h a d  t h e  k e y  
t o  t h e  m y s t e r i e s  o f  N a t u r e  a n d  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  o n l y  s o u r c e  
o f  “ s p i r i t u a l  p o w e r ”— t h e  b o u n d l e s s ,  e t e r n a l  c o s m i c  o c e a n  

o f  t h e  A k a s .  T h e r e ,  i n  t h a t  i n f i n i t u d e  o f  s p a c e ,  t h a t  
c r a d l e  f r o m  w h i c h  n e w - b o r n  w o r l d s  a n d  n e w - b o r n  m e n  

e q u a l l y  c o m e ,  t h a t  f i n a l  c e m e t e r y  o f  p l a n e t s  a n d  t h e i r  
i n h a b i t a n t s — i s  t h e  e t e r n a l  L ig h t .  A n d  h e  w h o  w o u l d  
d e r i v e  p o w e r  o r  g o o d ,  m u s t  r a i s e  h i m s e l f  f a r  u p  t o  t h e  
p s y c h o l o g i c a l  s t a t e  o f t l i e  " d i v i n e ” e c s t a c y ,  i n  w h i c h  t h e  
g o d s ,  a n d  n a r r o w  c r e e d s ,  a n d  b i b l e s  o f  b l i n d  m e n  a r e  
l o o k e d  d o w n  u p o n ,  a s  t h e  s o a r i n g  e a g l e  l o o k s  d o w n  u p o n  
t h e  t i n y  s p e c k  o f  s o m e t h i n g  b l a c k  i n  t h e  p l a i n  b e l o w ,  
t h a t  c a l l s  i t s e l f  a  m a n ,  a n d  m a y  e v e n  b e  a n  A r c h d e a c o n  
o u t  f o r  a  w a l k .  T h e  s t r e n g t h  o f  o u r  m o v e m e n t  i s  t h a t  i t  

i s  b u i l t  u p o n  t h e  s t r o n g  f o u n d a t i o n  o f  U n i v e r s a l  B r o t h e r 
h o o d .  T h i s  i s  n o  e m p t y  r h e t o r i c a l  p h r a s e  w i t h  u s ,  b u t  a n  
a c c o m p l i s h e d  f a c t .  The m i s s i o n a r i e s ,  a f t e r  a  c e n t u r y  o f  
l a b o u r  i n  I n d i a ,  a n d  t h e  e x p e n d i t u r e  o f  m i l l i o n s  o f  m o n e y ,  
h a v e  c o n v e r t e d  s o  f e w  h i g h - c a s t e  B r a h m a n s  t h a t  t h e y  
c a n  a l m o s t  c o u n t  t h e m  u p o n  t h e i r  f i n g e r s .  B u t  i n  t h r e e  
s h o r t  y e a r s  t h e  T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y  h a s  t a k e n  i n t o  i t s  
B r o t h e r h o o d  n o t  o n l y  l a y  B r a h m a n s  o f  t h e  v e r y  h i g h e s t  
c a s t e ,  a n d  t h e  m o s t  r e n o w n e d  a m o n g  t h e  P a n d i t s ,  b u t  i t  
h a s  t a u g h t  t h e m  t o  w o r k  i n  f r a t e r n a l  u n i t y  w i t h  H i n d u s  

o f  t h e  l o w e r  c a s t e s ,  a n d  e v e n  w i t h  P a r s i s ,  B u d d h i s t s  a n d  
M u s s a l m a n s  f o r  t h e  s p r e a d i n g  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  w o r l d  o f  
t h e  a n c i e n t  p h i l o s o p h i e s ,  f o r  t h e  w o r l d ’s  s p i r i t u a l  g o o d .  

L e t  A r c h d e a c o n  B a l y  b e  m o r e  s u r e  o f  l i i s  f a c t s  b e f o r e  
h e  l e c t u r e s  a g a i n  u p o n  T h e o s o p h y .

B u t  w e  h a v e  o t h e r  a n d  e v e n  b e t t e r  c r e d e n t i a l s  t o  
s h o w  o f  o u r  s u c c e s s  i n  N o r t h  I n d i a .  M r .  B a l y  s p e n d s  l i i s  
h o t - w e a t h e r  a t  S i m l a  ; w h a t  d o e s  h e  s a y  t o  o u r  n e w  A n g l o -  

I n d i a n  b r a n c h ,  t h e  S i m l a  E c l e c t i c  T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y  ? 
A r e  s u c h  n o t e d  m e n  a s  c o m p o s e  i t  f a m e d  f o r  t h e i r  “ e a s y  
c r e d u l i t y  ? ” I f  s o ,  n o  o n e  o v e r  d i s c o v e r e d  i t  b e f o r e  : a n d  
i f  m e n  o f  t h a t  c a l i b r e  a m o n g  t h e  A n g l o - I n d i a n  c o m m u n i t y  
h a v e  j o i n e d  u s ,  a n d  p u b l i c l y  a n n o u n c e d  t h e  f a c t ,  y o u  m a y  

b e  s u r e  o f  t w o  t h i n g s ,  (rt) t h a t  t h e  o r i g i n a l  t h e o r y  o f  t h e  
G o v e r n m e n t  o f  I n d i a  t h a t  w e  w e r e  R u s s i a n  s p i e s ,  a n d  (b) 
t h e  l a t e r  o n e  o f  t h e  Saturday lievinu a n d  t h e  P a l a m -  
c o t t a l i  M i s s i o n s ,  t h a t  w e  a r o  “ u n p r i n c i p l e d  a d v e n t u r e r s , ” 
a r e  e q u a l l y  s t u p i d  a n d  m a l i c i o u s  f a b r i c a t i o n s .  O u r  g o o d  
p r i v a t e  c h a r a c t e r s  h a v e  n o w  b e e n  e f f e c t u a l l y  v i n d i c a t e d ,  

a n d  w h e t h e r  t h e y  w i l l  o r  n o t ,  t h e  m i s s i o n a r i e s ,  w h o  a r e  
d r i v e n  t o  t h e i r  l a s t  d i t c h ,  m u s t  s e r i o u s l y  g o  t o  w o r k  

a n d  prove t h a t  t h e i r  r e l i g i o n  i s  d i v i n e ,  a n d  e v e r y  o t h e r  
o n e  d i a b o l i c a l .

I n  I n d i a ,  w e  h a v e ,  s i n c e  I  l a s t  a d d r e s s e d  y o u — i n  t h e  
m o u t h  o f  S l a y ,  1 8 8 1 — o r g a n i s e d  n o  l e s s  t h a n  t e n  b r a n c h e s  
o f  o u r  S o c i c t y ,  viz., a t  S i m l a ,  L a h o r e ,  R a w a l p i n d i ,  B a r e i l l y  

( R o h i l k u n d ) ,  L u c k n o w ,  M u d d e h p o o r a l i  ( B e n g a l ) ,  B e r h a m -  
p o r e  ( B e n g a l ) ,  A l l a h a b a d ,  B h a u n a g a r ,  T i n n e v e l l y .  O t h e r  
b r a n c h e s  h a v e  b e e n  f o r m e d  a t  P a r i s ,  t h e  H a g u e ,  J a m a i c a  

( D a n i s h  W .  I . ) ,  in  J a v a ,  a n d  A u s t r a l i a ;  a n d  t h e  H i n d u  

S a b h a  o f  S o u t h e r n  I n d i a ,  o f  w h i c h  M .  R .  R y .  A .  S a n k a r i a h ,
B .  A . ,  i s  P r e s i d e n t ,  i s  o f f i c i a l l y  a l l i e d  w i t h  u s .  D o e s  t h i s  
n o t  l o o k  a s  t h o u g h  T h e o s o p h y  h a d  s o m e t h i n g  m o r e  a n d  
b e t t e r  t h a n  “ c o n j u r i n g  c l e v e r n e s s  ” t o  r e s t  u p o n  ? I  
a s k  a l l  f a i r  m e n  a m o n g  t h e  C h r i s t i a n s  i f  t h e y  d o  n o t  
t h i n k  t h e y  h a v e ,  p e r h a p s ,  b e e n  a  l i t t l e  m i s t a k e n  a b o u t  
u s ,  o u r  m o t i v e s  a n d  p l a n s .

A n d  n o w ,  h a v e  a n y  o f  y o u  r e a d  o r  h e a r d  a b o u t  t h e  
c i r c u m s t a n c e s  a t t e n d i n g  u p o n  t h e  f o r m a l  o r g a n i s a t i o n  o f  
o u r  b r a n c h  a t  T i n n e v e l l y ,  Madras P r e s i d e n c y ,  o n  t h e  2 5 t h  
o f  O c t o b e r  l a s t  ? D o  y o u  k n o w  t h a t  i t  w a s  m a r k e d  b y  
o n e  f e a t u r e  o f  w h i c h  t h e  l i k e  h a s  n o t  b e e n  s e e n  i n  I n d i a



f o r  t w o  t h o u s a n d  y e a r s ,  a u  i n c i d e n t  w h i c h  p r o v e s  m o r e  
c l e a r l y  a n d  e l o q u e n t l y  t h a n  w o r d s  t h a t  o u r  S o c i e t y  i s ,  i n  

f a c t ,  a s  in  n a m e ,  a  U n i v e r s a l  B r o t h e r h o o d  ? I  a l l u d e  t o .  
t h e  p l a n t i n g  o l ' a  k i n g - c o c o n u t  i n  t h e  i n n e r  c o m p o u n d  o f  

t h e  a n c i e n t  t e m p l e  o l  t h e  H i n d u  g o d s  b y  a  c o m m i t t e e  o f  
o u r  B u d d h i s t  m e m b e r s  o f  o u r  B u d d h i s t  B r a n c h  a t  
C o l o m b o ,  C e y l o n ,  a m i d  t h e  d e a f e n i n g  p l a u d i t s  o f  5 , 0 0 0  

h i g h - c a s t e  H i n d u  i d o l a t o r s .  L e t  t h e  C h r i s t i a n s  m a t c h  
t h a t  i f  t h e y  c a n .  O u r  H i n d u  T i n n e v e l l y  B r o t h e r s  r e c e i v e d  

t h e i r  B u d d h i s t  B r o t h e r s  w i t h  a  p r o c e s s i o n  a n d  m u s i c ,  t h e  
t e m p l e  e l e p h a n t ,  g a i l y  c a p a r i s o n e d ,  l e d  t h e  v a n ,  e v e r y  

n a t i v e  o f f i c i a l  c a m e  t o  p a y  h i s  r e s p e c t s ,  a n d ,  a s  I  s a i d  
b e f o r e ,  w e  p l a n t e d  t h e  c o c o n u t — a n c i e n t  e m b l e m  o f  p e a c e  
a n d  r e s p e c t — w i t h i n  t h e  t e m p l e  e n c l o s u r e  w h e r e  n o  
p r o f a n e  f o o t  h a d  t r o d  b e f o r e .

I  w i l l  s a y  a  f e w  w o r d s  a b o u t  o u r  w o r k  i n  C e y l o n ,  a n d  
t h e n  g i v e  p l a c e  t o  t h e  o t h e r  s p e a k e r s  w h o  w i l l  a d d r e s s  y o u .  
D u r i n g  o u r  v i s i t  o f  1 8 8 0 ,  t h e  S i n h a l e s e  p e o p l e  en masse 
g a v e  u s  a  p r i n c e l y  r e c e p t i o n .  W e  m o v e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  

I s l a n d ,  f r o m  G a l l e . t o  K a n d y  a n d  b a c k  a g a i n ,  i n  a l m o s t  a  
“ r o y a l  p r o g r e s s . ” T h e y  e x h a u s t e d  t h e i r  i n g e n u i t y  t o  d o  

u s  h o n o u r ,  a s  i n  t h e  a n c i e n t  d a y s  t h e y  h a d  d o n e  t o  t h e i r  
k i n g s .  T r i u m p h a l  a r c h e s  ; f l a g s  H y i n g  i n  e v e r y  t o w n ,  

v i l l a g e  a n d  h a m l e t  ; r o a d s  l i n e d  w i t h  olla f r i n g e s  f o r  m i l e s  
t o g e t h e r  ; m o n s t e r  a u d i e n c e s  g a t h e r e d  t o g e t h e r  t o  h e a r  a n d  
s e e  u s — t h e s e  e v i d e n c e s  o f  e x u b e r a n t  j o y  a n d  w a r m  a f f e c 
t i o n  a s t o u n d e d  u s .  I n  I n d i a , w e  h a d  b e e n  s o  r e v i l e d  b y  
C h r i s t i a n s ,  s o  f r p w n e d  u p o n  b y  t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  w i t h  
c h i l l i n g  d i s d a i n ,  a n d  s o  g i v e n  th e"  c o l d  s h o u l d e r  b y  t h e  
N a t i v e s ,  t o  § t a y  w i t h  w h o m  a n d  w o r k  f o r  w h o s e  w e l f a r e  

w o  h a d  c o m e  s o  f a r ,  t h a t  t h i s  g r e e t i n g  o f  t h e  S i n h a l e s e  
p r o f o u n d l y  m o v e d  u s  t o  g r a t i t u d e .  W c  f e l t  a  s i n c e r e  d e s i r e  
t o  d o  s o m e t h i n g ,  e v e n  i f  o n l y  a  l i t t l e ,  t o  s h o w  t h e m  t h a t  

w e  w e r e  n o t  i n s e n s i b l e  t o  s u c h  k i n d n e s s .  D u r i n f j  o u r# O
s h o r t  s t a y  o f  t w o  m o n t h s  e i g h t  B r a n c h e s — s e v e n .  B u d 
d h i s t i c  a n d  o n e  s c i e n t i f i c — w e r e  o r g a n i s e d  b y  u s .  B u t  
w h e n  t h e  p o p u l a r  e n t h u s i a s m  h a d  h a d  t i m e  t o  c o o l ,  a n d  
o u r  m e m b e r s  f o r c e d  t h e  p r a c t i c a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  o f  c a r r y i n g  
o n  s o  t r e m e n d o u s  a  r e f o r m  a s  t h e  o n e  w e  h a d  i n  v i e w  i n  
C e y l o n ,  t l i e y  f o u n d  t h e y  h a d  n o t  t h e  n e e d e d  e x p e r i e n c e ,  
a n d  b e g g e d  m e  t o  r e t u r n  a n d  h e l p  t h e m .  S o  I w e n t  
t h e r e  i n  A p r i l  l a s t ,  a n d  s t o p p e d  u n t i l  m i d - D e c e m b e r .  
D u r i n g  t h o s e  2 1 2  d a y s  I  g a v e  s i x t y  p u b l i c  a d d r e s s e s  a t  
t e m p l e s ,  s c h o o l - h o u s e s ,  c o l l e g e s ,  a n d  i n  t h e  o p e n  a i r ;  
h e l d  t w o  c o n v e n t i o n s ,  o r  c o u n c i l s ,  o f  B u d d h i s t  p r i e s t s ; 
t r a v e l l e d  h u n d r e d s  o f  m i l e s  w i t h i n  t h e  W e s t e r n  P r o 
v i n c e ; l a r g e l y  i n c r e a s e d  t h e  m e m b e r s h i p  o f  o u r  S o c i e t y ;  
w r o t e ,  p u b l i s h e d ,  a n d  d i s t r i b u t e d  1 2 , 0 0 0  c o p i e s  o f  a  
B u d d h i s t  C a t e c h i s m  ; h a d  t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  t h e  S i n h a l e s e  
l a n g u a g e  s e v e r a l  F r e e t h o u g h t  t r a c t s ; a n d  r a i s e d  b y  n a 
t i o n a l  s u b s c r i p t i o n  t h e  s u m  o f  a b o u t  11s. 1 7 , 0 0 0 ,  a s  t h e  

n u c l e u s  o f  a  N a t i o n a l  B u d d h i s t i c  F u n d  f o r  t h e  p r o m o 
t i o n  o f  t h e  B u d d h i s t  r e l i g i o n  a n d  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  
s c h o o l s .  H e r e  i s  t h e  j i h o t o g r a p h  o f  o n e  o f  t h e  s c h o o l s  w e  
o p e n e d  l a s t  y e a r  b y  j i r i v a t e  s u b s c r i p t i o n ,  b e f o r e  t h e r e  

w a s  a n y  s u c h  t h i n g  a s  a  N a t i o n a l  F u n d  t h o u g h t  o f .  
Y o u  s e e  h e r e  i n  t h i s  g r o u p  a b o u t  2 5 0  b o y s ,  e v e r y  o n e  o f  
w h o m  w a s  b e i n g  e d u c a t e d  u n d e r  C h r i s t i a n  i n f l u e n c e s  
b e f o r e  w o  t o o k  t h e m  in  c h a r g e .  T h e  m i s s i o n a r i e s  h a v e ,  
a s  a p p e a r s  f r o m  t h e  l a t e s t  G o v e r n m e n t  R e p o r t ,  a b o u t
2 7 , 0 0 0  c h i l d r e n  o f  B u d d h i s t s  i n  t h e i r  s c h o o l s .  A s a  g e n e r a l  

r u l e ,  t h e y  d o  n o t  c o n v e r t  t h e m  t o  C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  b u t  m a k e  
t h e m  l o s e  a l l  f a i t h  i n ,  a n d  r e s p e c t  f o r ,  t h e i r  f o r e f a t h e r s ’ 
r e l i g i o n .  O f  t h e s e ,  w e  h a v e  a l r e a d y  r e c o v e r e d  b a c k  a b o u t
1 , 0 0 0 ,  a n d  I  c a n  a s s u r e  y o u  t h a t  i t  i s  s i m p l y  a  q u e s t i o n  
o f  t i m e  a n d  m o n e y  a s  t o  o u r  g e t t i n g  t h e  w h o l e  2 7 , 0 0 0  
c h i l d r e n .  J u s t  h e r e  I  w i s h  t o  s a y  o n e  w o r d  i n  a n t i c i p a 
t i o n  o f  t h e  p o s s i b l e  o b j e c t i o n  t h a t  i t  i s  a  g r o s s  i n c o n s i s t e n c y  
t h a t  a  s o c i e t y  b a s e i i  u p o n  t h e  t h e o r y  o f  a b s o l u t e  r e 
c i p r o c i t y  i n  r e l i g i o u s  m a t t e r s ,  s h o u l d  b e  t h u s  h e l p i n g  t o  
b a t t l e  m i s s i o n a r y  w o r k  i n  A s i a .  A t  a  s u p e r f i c i a l  g l a n c e  
t h i s  i s  a  v a l i d  p o i n t ,  b u t  t h a t  i s  a l l .  L o o k  t w i c e  a t  i t ,  

a n d  y o u  w i l l  s e e  t h a t  w e  a r e  w o r k i n g  s t r i c t l y  w i t h i n  o u r  

s t a t e d  b o u n d a r i e s .  W e  d o m a i n ]  r e c i p r o c i t y  f r o m  t h e  
C h r i s t i a n s  fo r  t h e  H i n d u s ,  P a r s i s  a n d  B u d d h i s t s  : i t  i s  

r e f u s e d  ; h e n c e  ive  t a k e  t h e  s i d e  o f  t h e  A s i a t i c s ,  a n d  t r e a t

t h e  f o e s  o f  t h e i r  r e l i g i o n s  a s  o u r  f o e s .  D o  t h e y  g i v e  r e 
c i p r o c i t y  ? W i l l  t h e y  a l l o w  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  t o  b e  t a u g h t  b y  
H e a t h e n  m a s t e r s ,  o u t  o f  H e a t h e n  s c h o o l - b o o k s ,  t o  d e 
s p i s e  t h e  c r e e d s  a n d  p h i l o s o p h i e s  o f  t h e i r  f o r e f a t h e r s  ? W i l l  

t l i e y  l e t  A s i a t i c  m i s s i o n a r i e s  i n v a d e  their h o m e s ,  c o a x  
a w a y  their w i v e s  a n d  d a u g h t e r s ,  m a k e  them o u t c a s t s  b y  
b r e a k i n g  t h e  l o n g - e s t a b l i s h e d  s o c i a l  o r d e r  o f  E u r o p e a n  
a n d  A m e r i c a n  c o m m u n i t i e s  ? "You k n o w ,  a u d  t h e y  b e s t  o t  

a l l  k n o w ,  t h e y  w o u l d  n o t  d o  o n e  o t  t h e s e  t h i n g s .  T h e n  
w h y ,  I  a s k  i n  t h e  n a m e  o f  j u s t i c e  a n d  f a i r - p l a y ,  s h o u l d  

t h e y  e x p e c t  t h e  I n d i a n ,  t h e  P e r s i a n ,  t h e  S i n h a l e s e ,  o r  t h e  
C h i n a m a n ,  t o  s t a n d  i d l y  b y  w h i l e  t l i e y  a r e  d o i n g  a l l  t h e y  
c a n  t o  u n d e r m i n e  t h e  b u l w a r k s  o l  A s i a t i c  s o c i a l  l i f e  ? 
T h e  c r y  o f  r e c i p r o c i t y  i s  a  v e r y  s w e e t  s o u n d  t o  h e a r ,  
w h e n  both p a r t i e s  u t t e r  i t  i n  u n i s o n ,  l l i a t  i s  t h e  
a t t i t u d e  o f  t h e  T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y  ; a n d  from the day 
when the Christians will act up lo then' so-called Golden 
E w i e — w h i c h  t h e y  b o r r o w e d  f r o m  I n d i a  a n d  C h i n a ,  w h e r e  

s a g e s  t a u g h t  i t  b e f o r e  t h e r e  w a s  a n y  P a l e s t i n e ,  o r  a n y  
J e w  i n  e x i s t e n c e —vou will never hear a word spoken 
or see a line written by us afjauist the missionaries or 
their relit/ion. F o r ,  i f  C h r i s t i a n i t y  i s  n o  b e t t e r ,  i t  i s  
c e r t a i n l y  n o  w o r s e  t h a n  s o m e  o t h e r  p o p u l a r  f a i t h s ,  a n d  

i t s  m o r a l i t y  i s  a s  s u b l i m e  a s  t h a t  o f  o t h e r  f a i t h s ,  t h o u g h  
n o t  m o r e  s u b l i m e .  W e  s h o u l d  a n d  d o  r e s p e c t  t h e  
f e e l i n g s  o f  a l l  w h o  s i n c e r e l y  b e l i e v e  i t ,  and practise its 
precepts. A n d  t h i s ,  b y  t h e  w a y ,  r e m i n d s  m e  o f  a  p r o p o s a l  
t h a t  a p p e a r e d  i n  t h e  Bombay Gazette o f  t h e  i 0 t h  i n s t .  
t h a t  m y  c o u n t r y m a n ,  t h e  R e v .  J o s e p h  C o o k ,  n o w  i n  t h i s  
c i t y ,  a n d  I  s h o u l d  g e t  u p  a  r e l i g i o u s  c o n t r o v e r s y .  I  d i s 
a p p r o v e  o f  c o n t r o v e r s i e s  a s  a  r u l e ;  t h e y  a r e  n o t  a p t  t o  
b e  c o n v i n c i n g ,  a n d  o f t e n  e x c i t e  a n g r y  f e e l i n g s .  I t  i s  t h o  
b e t t e r  w a y  f o r  e a c h  s i d e  t o  e x p o u n d  t h e i r  v i e w s ,  s u p p o r t e d  

b y  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  a n d  l e a v e  a n  i m p a r t i a l  p u b l i c  t o  d e c i d e .  
A s  r e g a r d s  C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  i t ,  l i k e  a l l  o t h e r  r e l i g i o n s ,  i s  _ n o w  
b e i n g  m e l t e d  i n  t h e  c r u c i b l e s  o f  s c i e n c e  a n d  l o g i c  t o  
s e p a r a t e  i t s  g o l d  f r o m  i t s  d r o s s .  T h a t  i t  i s  i n  m i g h t y  
t h r o e s  o f  j ja i t i  ; t h a t  s c e p t i c i s m  i s  f l o w i n g  a c r o s s  C h r i s t e n 
d o m  w i t h  t h e  r u s h  o f  t h e  s w o l l e n  ( h i n g e s ;  t h a t  f r e e -  
t h o u g h t  b o o k s  a n d  n e w s p a p e r s  a i e  m u l t i p l y i n g  e v e r y  d a y ;  
t h a t  t h e  C h u r c h  h a s  h a d  t o  r e v i s e  t h e  B i b l e  t o  s u i t  a  
m o r e  e n l i g h t e n e d  a n d  c r i t i c a l  p u b l i c  ; t h a t  t l i e  l a t e  c e n s u s  
r e t u r n s  a n d  s p e c i a l  c a n v a s s e s  o f  t h e  s e c t s  of P r o t e s t a n t i s m  
s h o w  a  m a r k e d  f a l l i n g - o f f  i n  t h e  r a t i o  o f  c o n v e r s i o n s ,  a n d  

a t t e n d a n c e  a t  c h u r c h e s — t h e s e  a l l  a r e  s o  t r u e  t h a t  n o t  
e v e n  m y  g i f t e d  c o u n t r y m a n ,  M r .  C o o k ,  c a n  d e n y  i t .  
T h a t  i s  t h e  n a k e d  f a c t ,  a n d  i t  c a n n o t  b e  c o v e r e d  u p  b y  
a l l  t h e  f l o w e r s  o f  r h e t o r i c  h e  c a n  s h o w e r  u p o n  i t .  Y o u  
h a v e  h e a r d  h i m  d i s c o u r s e  u j i o n  t h e  s u p p o r t  t h a t  s c i e n c e  
g i v e s  t o  C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  b u t  i f  1 m a y  j u d g e  f i o m  w h a t  
N a t i v e s  h a v e  t o l d  m e ,  t h e i r  a c u t e  l o g i c a l  i n t e l l e c t s — a u d  

n o w h e r e  w i l l  l i e  f i n d  m i n d s  m o r e  a c u t e  t h a n  h e r e — r e j e c t  
h i s  i n f e r e n c e s  w h i l e  a d m i t t i n g  h i s  s c i e n t i f i c  f a c t s .  H e  i s  

n e w  t o  B o m b a y ,  a n i l  d o e s  n o t  e v e n  s e e m  t o  s u s p e c t  t h a t  

i f  h e  s h o u l d  s u c c e e d  i n  u p r o o t i n g  t h o s e  g e r m s  o f  i n f i d e l i t y  
W e s t e r n  c u l t u r e  h a s  p l a n t e d  i n  t h o  A s i a t i c  m i n d ,  t h e  
y o u n g  m e n  w i l l  not run out into Christianity b u t  ran  
lack into the religions of their fathers ; b e c o m i n g  o r t h o d o x  
a n d  c o n t i n u i n g  s o .  F o r  C h r i s t i a n i t y  i s  t o t a l l y  r e p u g n a n t  
t o  t h e  H i n d u  m i n d .  I  h e a r d  h i s  l e c t u r e  i n  t h i s  H a l l  o n  
T u e s d a y  e v e n i n g ,  a n d  e n j o y e d  i t  a s  a n  o r a t o r i c a l  t r e a t .  
B u t  I  c o u l d  s e e — a s  I  t h o u g h t ,  t h o u g h  1 s p e a k  u n d e r  
c o r r e c t i o n — t h a t  w h a t e v e r  f r u i t  h e  m i g h t  s h a k e  f r o m  t h e  
t r e e  o f  M a t e r i a l i s m  w o u l d  d r o p  i n t o  t h e  b a s k e t s  o f  t h e  
P a r s i  M o b e d s  a n d  t h e  H i n d u  S h a s t r i s .  1 s h a l l  n o t  e v e n  
t o u c h  u p o n  h i s  a r g u m e n t s ,  f o r  I  h a v e  n o t  t i m e  ; b u t  
p e r h a p s  y o u r  f r i e n d — a l s o  a  c o u n t r y m a n  o f  M r .  C o o k  a n d  
m y s e l f — M r .  D .  M .  B e n n e t t ,  E d i t o r  a n d  P r o p r i e t o r  o f  t h e  
Triith-seeker, o n e  o f  t h e  g r e a t e s t  o r g a n s  o f  t h e  W e s t e r n  
F r e e t h o u g h t  m o v e m e n t ,  w h o  f o r t u n a t e l y  i s  h e r e  p r e s e n t ,  a n d  
l i k e  M r .  C o o k ,  i s  o n  a  v o y a g e  a r o u n d  t h e  w o r l d ,  m a y  
h a v e  a  f e w  w o r d s  t o  s a y  u p o n  t h o  s u b j e c t .

B u t ,  t o  r e t u r n  f r o m  o u r  d i g r e s s i o n  : I t  w a s  n o t  e n o u g h  
t o  r a i s e  a  f u n d  i n  C e y l o n ; I  h a d  a l s o  t o  p r o v i d e  e v e r y  
p o s s i b l e  g u a r a n t e e  t h a t  i t  w o u l d  n o t  b e  d i s h o n e s t l y  

a p p r o p r i a t e d ,  e i t h e r  w h i l e  I  m y s e l f  w a s  a l i v e ,  o r  a f t e r



my death. Taking advice, therefore, from counsel 
learned in the law, and the specially devoted and energetic 
members of our Colombo Branch ,*  I  drafted memoranda 
for two separate deeds, of which one created a Board of 
five Trustees, to receive, invest, and keep invested the 
proceeds of subscriptions, donations, legacies, and profits 
on sales of publications ; and the  other a Board of Managers 
to select the objects upon which money should be expend
ed, and draw the cash as required, by drafts upon the 
Trustees to the order of the payees. As principal creator 
of the  fund I  was given a general supervisory power 
over the  whole business, bu t without salary or rem unera
tion of any kind. A commission was offered me, bu t at 
once declined ; for, until now neither Madame Blavatsky 
nor I  have been paid one penny for our services to the 
Society, nor do I  expect th a t  we ever will. I f  any friend 
of this our movement should henceforth hear us called 
unscrupulous adventurers, who are using Theosophy as a 
means to make money by, I ask you only to repeat what 
the  Treasurer’s Report, ju s t  read, shows, viz.,  th a t  Theoso
phy has cost us thousands instead of paying us a farthing. 
And you may add, if you choose, th a t  to us two it is 
“ a pearl without price,” for which we would give not 
money alone, but even life.

Now why may we not do something for Ind ia  of simi
lar character to tha t  which we are doing for Ceylon ? I  
could not undertake to give my whole time to the raising 
of an Indian National Fund ju s t  a t  present; but still I 
could do something, and after all the first step is the hard
est of all to take in every serious business. After short 
visits to Poona, Calcutta, and Madras, I  will re turn  to 
Ceylon, where I  am under engagement with our Galle 
Branch to deliver more than seventy lectures within the 
Southern Province on behalf of the Fund. This will 
occupy a few months, after which I  hope I  may be free 
to work in India. My only difficulty is to know for what 
the Indian F und  should be raised. I a m  most anxious 
to have sound advice upon the subject from our best 
Natives throughout the country. I  should stipulate tha t  
whatever the F und  might be called, a portion of its 
animal incomc must be spent in promoting Sanskrit 
l iterature and the  stud } 7 of Aryan philosophy, arts and 
sciences. I  mean to help to strengthen the Indian national 
aspirations for a revival of Aryan glories, not to stifle or 
weaken them. 1  would make an y  sacrifice to cause 
the Hindus to have a proper respect for the old Rishis, or 
for the  Parsis to understand and im itate  the learning and 
virtue of the ancient M agusth i: bu t  I  would not sacrifice 
the value of a chapatty  or a hoppa  to see created a whole 
generation of such intellectual and moral hybrids as are 
many of those who have been baked dry in the scholastic 
ovens of Elphinstone College, and turned adrift, with the 
imprint “ B. A.,” th a t  was stamped into them  when they 
were bu t as soft dough in the hands of a Materialistic or 
Christian Professor. My dream for Ind ia  is of a day 
when the Pandit will come up to the old standard of 
moral, intellectual, and spiritual excellence as described in 
the B h a r a t ; when he will be the true  guide and exemplar 
of the people, and not a mere walking.dictionary of Sans
krit  Slokak, whose private character is oftentimes no better 
than tha t  of the  uulearued masses. Of a day when fur
nished with all the helps tha t  Western scholarship can 
give him to compare his ancestral ideas with the progress 
of science, he will, as in the olden time, be revered as a 
philosopher and a guru ; and when the  students of Europe 
will gather about his feet, as once gathered the students 
of Greece and Egypt about the  feet of the  Yogis and 
Shastris of N orth  India. Of a day when it  will not be 
thought clever for beardless lads from college to smirk 
and sneer a t  those who affirm th a t  Patanjali taught 
nothing bu t exact t ru th  about Yoga Vidya.

* I  d o  n o t  w is h  to  s e e m  in v id io u s , b u t  r e a l ly  I  m u s t  h e re  e x p re s s  th e  
w a rm  g r a t i tu d e  I fee l to  W i l l i a m  D ’A b re w , E s q . ,  a n d  W . F . W i je y s e k a ra ,  
E s q . ,  o f  C o lo m b o , fo r  th e i r  u n p a id .a n d  e n th u s ia s t ic  s e rv ic e s  to  th e  c a u se  
in  C e y lo n , in  c o n n e c tio n  w i th  m y  m iss io n . T h e  S in h a le s e  p e o p le  h a v e  
b e e n  la id  u n d e r  a  d e e p  o b lig a t io n  b y  th e s e  th e i r  c o u n try m e n  a n a  c e r t a in  
o th e r s — H i S . O .

Some wonder th a t  I  can so warmly and impartially 
labor with H indu  and Parsi, with esoteric Christian and 
esoteric Mussalman, to promote the  best interests of their 
so contradictory faiths, when I  am with all my heart and 
s trength working with the Buddhists for the restoration 
and refonn of their  religion. That I, in short, though a 
philosophical Buddhist, am yet endeavoring to equal the 
votaries of all these other creeds in zeal for their welfare. 
B u t man never yet made a creed th a t  could bind me, as 
with an iron chain, when my brother man needed my help. 
My religion is the  Welfare of Humanity, my help is pledged 
to every one who, like myself, is trying to discover reli
gious tru th . I  would spurn and stamp upon any creed or 
bible th a t  bade me love only my fellow-religionists, and 
hate all others ; or th a t  would forbid my allowing to my 
fellow-truthseeker of any race, or color, or creed, the same 
right of private ju d g m en t  th a t  I  claim for myself. I  
recognize the Vedas as the earliest of extant religious 
writings, the repository of the highest thought of archaic 
man, the spriug-source of all subsequent philosophies ; 
and I  believe th a t  if modern India  could be brought to 
study and understand the  true meaning of the Vedas, they 
would find in them  so much tha t  is noble, so much to 
satisfy the  strongest spiritual yearnings of the national 
Indian  heart, th a t  not one young man, whether college- 
bred or not, would be tem pted either to lapse into infide
lity or fly off a t  a tangent into Christianity. 'Bsoteric 
Buddhism satisfies my ideal of a philosophy, but though 
it  is almost identical with esoteric Hinduism and esoteric 
Zoroastrianism, I  no more expect my H indu and Parsi 
brothers to agree with my views upon th a t  subject than  
with my likings or dislikes for certain foods and dresses. 
The world is wide enough for us all, if we will only bear 
with each other’s prejudices ; but, without charity, even 
the universe is too cramped for two litigious pandits 
or padris.

1  should also stipulate, before a ttem pting to raise our 
Indian National Fund, th a t  it  should be made clear to 
everybody, rich and poor, th a t  neither I, nor my Society, 
nor any one connected with it, should receive any profit 
or commission for raising the money. I  must be able to 
face India  as I  am facing Ceylon, without a blush of shame 
for unworthiness of motive. Then I  should require tha t  
in each Presidency a Board of Trustees, comprising the 
most honored patriot names among Natives, should be 
formed, aud th a t  their agent should go about with me, to 
take account of the subscriptions and receive all the 
money on their  behalf. I  should, as in Ceylon, require 
th a t  there should be a Deed of Trust under which the 
money should be invested oil specified security, and the 
annual interest only be used on given objects, in definite 
proportions. All this is secured already in the Ceylon 
deeds. W hen these points are covered, then  I  will be 
ready to begin. I  will go from town to town, and village 
to village, and, telling the people what Aryavarta once 
was, and what i t  may be made again by united effort, will 
ask them  to give whatever they can spare, whether a 
rupee or a lakh. In  Ceylon we made one rupee the 
theoretical un it  of subscription. Those who are too poor to 
give a rupee a t  a lump give it  by instalments of four annas, 
and we issue to such tickets representing values of four 
annas, eight annas, and one rupee. The names of subscribers 
of two rupees and over are printed in the weekly vernacular 
paper owned and conducted by members of our Ceylon 
Branch. Practically, we find th a t  the wish to see their 
names in p r in t induces many to give a t  least two rupees 
who, otherwise, would have pleaded poverty. There  is 
human nature  as well as pearls in Ceylon !

The Ceylon F und  is to be invested at the  uniform rate 
of 10 per cent, on primary mortgages, in sums of Rs. 3,000 
or less ; no more than  three thousand to be loaned on any 
one piece of property. Of the nett income one-half is to 
be expended on Education, one-fourth on Publications of 
sundry kinds, and one-fourth on Miscellaneous Worthy 
Objects promotive of Buddhism. And finally— not to take 
up your timo with details tha t  can be read in  the January



T h e o s o p h i s t —both Deeds provide th a t  any Trustee or 
Manager who may be detected in taking a percentage 01- 
other pecuniary advantage out of the fund, shall be expel
led from the Society in disgrace, and his offence made 
known to all Ceylon.

Various schemes have been suggested to me by patr io t
ic H indu gentlemen as proper objects for the raising of 
such a fund. A Madras p’ensioner, Mr. Naidoo, names 
the sending of clever but poor youths to Europe and Am e
rica to learn trades and bring their  technical skill to India. 
A Parsi gentleman thinks it  would be well to gran t a 
certain stipend to young men who would obligate th em 
selves to a ttend one of the  Government colleges of A gri
culture and then to take up land and farm it. I  have this 
note from him :—

M y  d e a r . C o l . O l c o t t ,

W ith  reference to our conversation the o ther evening in 
regaid to raising a national fund in India  on tho model of one 
you have raised in Ceylon, under the auspices of the Theoso
phical Society, and meant to be devoted to the material ad
vancement of the masses, in proof o f  the practical interest the 
bociely takes in the welfare of the people of this country, I  
would suggest the  advisability o f  devoting a portion of the fund, 
if raised, to tho following two purposes :—

(1) Young educated boys of poor parentage should bo 
allowed a monthly stipend from the fund, provided they would 
join any of the agricultural classes opened by tlio G overnm ent 
of India, and engage subsequently iu the  agricultural pursuit.  
One of the great wants of the country is a refined system of 
agriculture, and since the G overnm ent has thought it  r igh t  to 
devote its attention to this im portant subject by establishing an 
A gricultura l D epartm ent,  our young men would do well to 
acquire the ar t  and thereby become the means of spreading a 
knowledge of the principles of the much-needed refined system 
of agriculture  throughout the  land.

(2). Similar allowance may be made from tho fuud to 
young educated men who may be desirous of following the 
profession of any handicraftsman iu preference to mere clerk
ships in offices. In  connection with this subject, I  would draw 
your attention to an article in The Bombay Chronicle oi to-day, 
heuded “ Clerk vs. Handicraftsman,” which 1 enclose. 1 trust 
you will take up these suggestions and mention them in your 
public Address. W e shall talk more about the  subject when 
we meet.

Yours fraternally, etc.

A Poona friend broached a scheme for the organisation of 
a  model village, a sort of Aryan Arcadia, where every want 
of the intellectual, moral and 'physical man would be 
thought of, and to a degree, provided for. Your and my 
eminent friend, Mr. R. Ragoonath Rao, late Dewan of 
Indore, writes as follows :—

D ea i i  S i r ,— 1 think yourself and your Society can render 
eminent anil good service to India  in various ways. You 
can rouse up people to establish schools, quite different from 
those now in use, wliich are absolutely necessary for the 
improvement of mind and H e a r t s .  Y o u  cun induce people 
to epen new industries, such as paper-manufacture, machine- 
making, Ac., &c., &c. You can make people attend to religions, 
to cultivate self-reliance, to become loyal and good citizens, 
to induco the  English and the  A m ericans, to take more 
brotherly interest iu the welfare of tho Indian Aryans. I  have 
no doubt that the Society will use its influence in bringing 
about the well-being of us all.

I  remain, Dear Sir,
Yours Obediently,

I t .  R A G O O N A T H  RAO.
3rd December, 1881.

This is highly complimentary, and I  shall be glad if we 
may be found to deserve his good opinion. I  have myself 
thought, among other things, of the  endowment of a pro
fessorship of Aryan Technology a t  Benares College ; the 
chair to be filled by the  most competent man who can be 
found. The lectures to include everything about the 
ancient Aryan arts, trade-rules, recipes, processes, &c., th a t  
can be extracted out of Sanskrit and Vermicular litera
ture. In  connection w ith  th is  chair, a  technological nju>

seum m ight be opened a t  Benares, the one city of all India 
to which people are constantly thronging a t  all seasons of 
the  year. However, all this is premature. As I  said before, 
I  will not even ask for a single pice towards the  proposed 
fund, until all the preliminaries before noted have been 
amply provided for. My object to-day is to merely 
throw out the  idea, and ask all true Indian patriots to fa
vour me with the names of the seven or seventeen best 
men in each of the  Presidencies whom I ought to con
sult and co-operate with. The Theosophical Society is 
here not for the sake of notoriety or show, but to do good, 
in all practical ways, to the country of our adoption.

The past year of our Society was fruitful of sensations 
connected with phenomena of the kind wliich tradition 
always has taken to illustrate the intimate knowledge of 
natural law in the departm ent of Force possessed by the 
Aryan sages, and transm itted  from generation to gener
ation of their  followers. Though some sceptics will deny it, 
ye t a large majority,— perhaps, we may say most— intelli
gen t Hindus regard this reaffirmation and substantiation 
of the t ru th  of Aryan Occult Science as the most import
an t  fact in the  history of the  theosophical movement in 
India. Thousands who were predisposed to believe the 
Yoga Shastras true, had still lost heart, for Western 
Science had declared such phenomena impossible and 
the  Indian  writings b u t  the wildest fiction. Even the  
most learned Pandits of Benares, as I  was told by a very 
high Anglo-Indian official of the  N.-W. Provinces, had 
admitted th a t  if over such phenomena had occurred, their 
days had passed by, and no one now living knew the Yoga 
Vidya practically. B u t when we came and said th a t  
the  old record was true  ;* th a t  these wonder-working 
powers are inherent in man ; th a t  discipline, under proper 
conditions, would develop them  to-day as they had in the  
days of Gautam a and Sankaracharya ; and th a t  to believe 
in their existence did not oblige one to believe in the 
possibility of miracle, but, on the contrary, made one 
realise th a t  miracle is not possible— these doubters were rid 
of their perplexity. The other evening, my countryman, 
Mr. Cook, held up a copy of the Bible and declared th a t  
he did not fear the power of the combined science of tho 
world to overthrow it. I 11 like manner I  challenge the 
whole array of materialistic men of science, of decorated 
H indu collegians, and of clergymen, padris, priests, 
bishops, cardinals, and gnastikas, to disprove the truth, 
taugh t by Patanjali and a score more of Indian sages, 
and confirmed by the phenomenal demonstrations given 
by thousands of initiates, in many lands and among many 
peoples— th a t  the  ancient progenitors of your race and my 
race knew the  secret laws of Matter and of Force, which 
W estern Science is groping after, but as yet without avail. 
And India, the  unworthy bu t  yet not quite effete successor 
of her Aryan Mother, is the  dusky casket in which the 
splendid secret has been locked throughout all these 
unhappy ages. Search, search for the  key, ye, men of 
Modern Science. N ot in the  ooze of ocean’s flood, where 
your deep-sea dredges bring up quaint specimens of the 
busy life of the  abyssal faunae ; not in the dust of powder
ed aerolites ; not in the sporules of infection ; not in 
coloured cells of the  vaunted protoplasm ; nor, though you 
tu rn  from the glass th a t  magnifies the  things of the little- 
th ing  world, to the  Greenwich refractor tha t  brings the 
s e a s  of Mars and the moons of Ju p i te r  within the range 
of the eye’s most wondrous sweep, will you find out the  
secret of your being. No, bu t  if you drag the depths of 
the ocean of human nature, if you study the laws of your 
own self, if you tu rn  the eye of intuition to those pro
founder depths of natural law, where the  demiurgic 
H indu  Brahma manages the  correlations of forces and the  
rhythmic measures of the atoms, and the  eternal principle 
of motion, called by the  H indu Parabrahm, outbreathes 
and inhales universes ,— there will the golden key of th is

•T lio  r e a d o r  s h o u ld  b e a r  in  m in d  t h a t  no officer (ev en  th o u g h  th o  P re s id e n t -  
F o u n d e r )  n o r  a n y  m e m b e r  o f  a n y  g ra d e , h a s  th e  r i g h t  to  affirm  h is  p e rs o n a l 
b e l ie f  u p o n  a n y  s u b je o t  a s  a n  a u th o r i t a t iv e  e x p re s s io n  o f  th e  b e l ie f  o f  th e  
l 'h e o s o p h io a l S o c ie ty . H U  o p in io n s  « «  b io  9w a  ; tb e  S o c ie ty  h a s  n o o 9, - »  
P. S. 0,



Ineffable Knowledge be found. (Loud and long-continued 
applause.) '

The Chair then  called upon Mirza Moorad Alee Beg, 
a learned Mussulman Gentleman, Secretary of the 
Saorashtra Theosophical Society, to make some remarks ; 
a t  the same time observing th a t  his presence upon the 
platform in company with Parsis and Hindus, was a striking 
proof of the kindly feelings of confraternity imparted by 
the Society to its members. Mr. Mirza spoke as follows :—

M r .  C h a i r m a n ,  G e n t l e m e n ,  a n d  L a d i e s , —

I t  may surprise many to behold me, a professed Mnhomedanj 
now standing by tho side of tlio President o f  the Theoso
phical Society. A t  first, nothing could Beem more inconsistent 
to a superficial th inker or observer (ignorant alike of tho deeper 
nnd truer significance of philosophy or history) than thn t nn 
“  A llah” worshipper,— one of the  religion which has been 
always regarded ns pre-eminently . the Monotheistic creed—  
should appear fighting in the rnnks of those who linve been 
styled the “  A theis tic  ” Theosopliists. Tlie fnct has even, I  
believe, been turned (by some “ charitable” Chris tian Padri  
lm n g  not a thousand miles from this lecture-room) into n m a t
ter of personal reproach against myself as a “  renegade.” B ut,  
in reality, there is nothing extraordinary in the circumstance, 
for there is one great bond of union which binds nil us o f  
the Oriental religions in a necessary alliance against the 
so (falsely) called Chris tianity  mid its representatives. W e 
all believe in One Great, Omnipresent, All-Perfecting, All
Sufficient Something, with the exception of which and independ
ently of which, nothing can exist.  I t  does not m atter whether 
we call it “  A llah” nnd give it a more anthropomorphic 
character,  with the orthodox Mnhomednns— or give it a less 
anthropomorphic character, and call it “ Bralim” with the 
Hindoos— or deny it n personal character  a ltogether and call 
it “ N irvana” with the Buddhists ; nor does it m atter  w hat 
▼iew we take of its operations or procedure ; w h e th e r  we 
consider it self-split up and dividing itself into H orm uzd  and 
Ahriman with the Parsees, or differentiating into th ir ty -th ree  
crores o f  demi-gods with the Hindoos, or silently mill 
imperceptibly pervading all th ings With the Vedantist,  or ns 
the “ Kooh-Illah” or “ Ism-Azem” 011 which Henven nnd E ar th  
is bnsed,— with the Mahomedans ; it  all comes to the snme 
thing in tha end. I t  is only the weakness nnd inadequacy of 
our finite faculties which mokes us unable to comprehend or 
express th# nature and operations o f  the Infinite we nil 
acknowledge. B u t  in this we nre all alike nnd stnnd by each 
othor. Wo decline to admit of the second God which the 
Christians would force 011 us. W e decline to believe tha t  
permanent Duality  is possible in the Universe. Mathematically, 
traditionally, historically, scientifically, philosophically, all is 
One, nnd an eternal T w o  is an absurdity. W e refuse to 
accept the Demiurge Jehovah , the tr ibal deity o f  an obscure 
Shemite tribe, in preference to tho Mahomedan “  Allah,” the  
primeval D eity  of the whole Shemite race, which, again, is 
both the “ Zervana A keran a” of tho Zoroastrians, nnd the 
“ Brah 111” of the A ryans  under another name. A n d  though 
Jesus may have beon a wonder-worker, though lie mny have 
enunciated (in the Gospels) pregnant eternal T ru th s  which the 
so-cnlled modern Christians refuse to understand or accept.—  
though he may have exhibited the highest idenl personal 
life, all of which have been and may be disputed, bu t the 
ntlmission of which does not affect my present argum ent,— we 
decline to admit him either as the  sole representative, or as the 
co eternal partner of the Infinite. We, of Asia, from whom 
the. primeval tru ths  first went out to illuminate tlie world, 
decline to hnve these s a n e , truths, degraded, distorted ; and 
absurdified th rust  back upon us, their ®riginators, in n 
eoirupteil form. T h e  source must be purer  than the muddy 
outlet corrupted with the ordure of u thousand cities. 
Be our god what it may be, i t  shall bo tho God of tho Universe 
— not the God of tho children of Israel— it shall be the God 
of Infinity and Totality— not a half-God who iB helpless from 
his passions and powerless to enforce his own decrees and who 
must give up his son to the slaughler in order to propitiate  
himsolf— the God w hose1 laws are ordained in the limitless 
Kosmos-r-not ifi a papal council or in n presbyterian synod. 
We may dispute among ourselves— wo may have our wordy 
wars, arising principally from the inadequacy of language to 
express the Unexpressible, but we will never submit to the 
jo k e  of a narrow and self-contradictory and irrational theology, 
fviiicli is founded 011 a misapprehensioii of the ideas of the

great sages of our P as t— the Past  which belongs to all of u* 
alike, whether Hindoo or Mooslim, Shemite or Aryan. And it  
is as a representative of this Grand Union against the only 
really intolerant or really absurd religion, which y e t  strives 
to crush us all alike, because its very essence is persecution 
— aud neither to deny, enforce, or discuss any similarity 
of my own belief to tha t  of any other members of the 
Theosophical Society— thnt I  stand here to-day. I  am for 
“  Allah” or “ B ia h m ”— the God of Infinity against the 
demi-god Jeh o v a h — the god of cruelty, persecution, and 
death— and I  am consequently fighting at this moment 
for Hindoo, Mahomedan, aud Parsee alike. A ll the  rest 
of theology is bu t secondary to this — which after all is 
tho real meaning of the Mahomedan creed “  La-illaha-il-Ullah” ! 
T here  can be no gods but God. We refuse to go downwards 
on the  rungs of the theological ladder. W e refuse to go back
w ards on the path and investigation of Knowledge. W e refuse 
to accept semi-darkness instead of such light, perfect or imper
fect, as we may severally have. I f  we are Mahomedans we prefer 
our own One an thropomorphic  God to three more an thro
pomorphic than he. I f  we are Parsees we prefer our 
theory of tho Dual principle  to another name of Good and 
Evil still more complicated and irrational. I f  we are Hindoos, 
wo prefer our own philosophy to one less spiritual and consist
ent. I f  we are Buddhists we prefer our own morality  to one 
less rational and less perfect. I f  we are none of these, bu t 
simply Europeanised Infidels, we will take our stand 011 tho 
latest results of science and refuse to barbarise our belief by 
going back to the  cosmogony of Moses, or to base our idras 
of future life and salvation on tbe political aspirations of the 
malcontent J e w s .

And this, once for all, is the answer tha t  we, Theosophists, 
in the name o f  all Asia, give to those who would “ cook” us into 
Christianity. T h e  philosophy is ours 1 You have stolen and 
dishonored it ! We will not have it back torn, twisted, and 
defiled. T ake  it away !

R E M A R K S O F  M r . D. M. B E N N E T T . '

Mr. D. M. Bennett,  of New York, was the  next 
speaker.*

Col. Olcott spoke a few introductory words to the effect 
th a t  Mr. B ennett  was stopping in Bombay for a few days, 
while on a tour around the  world, on which his numerous 
friends had sent him to write up an account of what he 
m ight see and learn of the  ancient systems of religion 
and philosophy : the  same to appear in  his paper— The 
Truthseeker, which has a weekly reading of 50,000 
persons. Mr. B ennett  spoke as follows :—

F r i e n d s  o f  A s i a t i c  B l o o d ,— I  wish to assure you th a t  
I  am very glad to m eet you on this occasion. I  have 
for many years felt a^desire to see this part of the world—  
to visit the  countries whence the Occidental nations have 
received the ir  systems of religion and philosophy. This is 
the  cradle of the  literature, the  religion, the  philosophy, 
the science and the civilization of the world ; and I  am 
glad to be here, to meet you, and to take you by the  
hand. I  am also glad to be present a t  this anniversary 
meeting of the Theosophical Society. I  am much pleased 
to find such an active and healthy organization in exist
ence among you, and to learn of the great good i t  is 
effecting in uniting in a harmonious brotherhood the 
believers in the  different ancient religions of -this coun
try. I  am pleased to learn  from many sources the good 
work done by this Society and of the beneficent work 
i t  has produced. I  knew Col. Olcott aud Madame Blavat
sky in  our own country and knew them to be excellent

•  T h is  fam o u s  in f id e l a g i t a t o r  n g n in s t  C h r is t ia n  O r th o d o x y  is  a  s tro n g -  
b u i l t  g e n t le m a n , o f m e d iu m  h e ig h t ,  w ith  a  la rg e  in te l l e c tu a l  fo re h e a d  a n d  
a  p le a s a n t  vo ice . H e  w as r e a r e d  a s  a  “  S h a k e r ,” a  s e c t o f  c e le b r a te d  C h r is t 
ia n  m y s tic s  in  A m e ric a , w ho  a re  u n iv e r s a l ly  e s te e m e d  fo r  t h e i r  p u re  n u r a l  
c h a r a c te r  a n d  in d u s tr io u s  h a b i ts . H is  re lig io u s  v iew s h a v in g  c h a n g e d , 
M r. B e n n o t t  a t  th o  ago  o f  27 lo f t  th e m  a n d  w e n t  o u t  in to  th e  w o rld  to  
f ig h t a  l i fe - lo n g  b a t t l e  fo r  f r e e th o u g h t .  E ii>ht y e a r s  a g o  he e s ta b l is h e d  
th e  TriUhseeker, a  w e e k ly  jo u r n a l ,  w h ic h  n o w ; h a s  50 ,000 re a d e rs , a n d  
h a s  w r i t te n  a n d  p u b lish e d  s c o re s  o f t r a c t s  a n d  le a f le ts  b e s id e s  te n  o r  m o re  
b o o k s  a g a in s t  C h r is t ia n i ty .  H e  b e c a m e  so d a n g e ro u s  a n  o p p o n e n t  t h a t /  
a t  la s t ,  th e  o r th o d o x  p a r t y  a v a ile d  th e m s e lv e s  o f a  c o n v e n ie n t  p r e t e x t ,  a n d  
h a d  h im  s e n t  to  p r is o n  fo r  s o il in g  a  p h y s io lo g ic a l w o rk  o f  w h ich  h e  w es 
n e i th e r  a n  a u th o r  n o r  a  p u b lis h e r , a n d  w h ich  th e  b o o k - tra d e  w ere  th e n  
Bdliing, a n d  a r e  s t i l l  s e ll in g  w ith  im p u n ity *  th o u s a n d s  of co p ies] T h e  faot» 
a p p e a rs  in  Hr, B e n n e t t 's  A ddress*  . . .  ,



people. I  am glad to m eet them  here, and to see the  
good they are doing. ■

, A strong proof tha t  you are doing good work is the 
enmity you are stirring up in the ranks of bigotry and into
lerance. While coming to this Hall this evening to attend . . .  ® ° 
this meeting with you, I  found th a t  a scurrilous, slanderous
and false circular had been distributed about the doors by 
the enemies of this Society. The circular bears no name, 
and contains the  charges tha t  have been acknowledged to 
be false, the misrepresentations tha t  have been apologized 
for and withdrawn, but now picked np again and repeated 
in this anonymous, unmanly manner. This mode of 
warfare is not honorable, and may well be called mean 
and contemptible ; but it  is about what you may expect 
from those who oppose the work in which you are engaged. 
You may expect b itter enmity, and th a t  base means will 
be resorted to, to oppose the efforts you are making.

I  know something of this sort of opposition. I  know 
something of Chiistian love and charity. I have had an 
opportunity of tasting it. Two years ago this t im e  I  was 
in prison, sent there to perform hard labor for the  term  of 
th irteen months, and sent there by a Christian prosecutor, 
a  Christian judge  and a Christian jury . I t  was done un
der the pretext th a t  I  had circulated immoral and obscene 
literature. 1  was engaged as you have been told in pub 
lishing a paper called The Truthseeker, in which I  
aimed to speak the t ru th  in the best way I  knew how,
believing there is no better employment than  a seaich
a tter t iu th .  I was also engaged in  publishing numerous 
books, pamphlets and tracts devoted to the  same work, 
and these my Christian enemies wished to suppress. It 
was a question debated in the  Young Men’s Christian 
Association of New York City how my publications 
could be stopped. A man by the name of Comstock 
undertook the enterprise. H e had produced the passage 
of a law in our national legislature, making it punish
able by heavy fines and imprisonment to send any
indecent or obscene publication through the  mail, and
under this law he believed he could secure my con
viction. I  was a t first arrested for writing and publish
ing a small pam phlet entitled “ An Open L e tte r  to 
Jesus Christ,’' in which I  asked a good many questions 
to which I  would have been glad to receive replies, and 
would be glad of the same to-day. W hen this pamphlet 
was brought to the  notice of our Government authorities 
a t  Washington i t  was pronounced insufficient upon which 
to prosecute, and the case was ordered to be dismissed, 
and it  was deemed tha t  a person had a r ight to ask ques
tions. Blit my enemy was angry th a t  he had failed in his 
effort and with the persistency of a bull-dog he pursued me. 
H e  next caused my arrest for mailing a copy of a pam ph
let oil the marriage question—radical in character, but 
containing such arguments, as an earnest, free man has a 
right to make. 1  am a bookseller and sold th a t  as other 
Works. My trial was a very unfair one. 1 was not 
allowed to show by competent witnesses, authors, pub
lishers, and literary, men th a t  the  work was not 
obscene. I  was not allowed to compare i t  with the  
works of standard authors— works to be found in every 
library— to show th a t  this little book was no more 
objectionable. This was also denied me. I t  was a 
foregone conclusion th a t  I  must be convicted. The 
judge  instructed the jury, tha t if they “ found any 
thing in the work tha t  they deemed might have a tend - 
ency to injuriously affect any individual into whose hands 
i t  might fall” they must find me guilty. Tlie same ruling 
would condemn any bookseller in the  world. This charge 
was sufficient. One of the jurymen,however— a U n ita r ian— 
not deeming me guilty hung out for fifteen hours, 
insisting tha t  I  did not deserve imprisonment, but a t  length 
wishing to go home he gave way and joined the  others. 
[Let me remark th a t  1 was convicted, as much upon 
tlie little pamphlet called the “Open Letter to Jesus 
Christ”, as upon the other, for th a t  was held up before 
t k e ju r y  aud they were told I  was th e  author of it. J

After I  was sent to prison, two hundred thousand of 
my countrymen, believing I  was unjustly imprisoned, 
signed a petition to the President, asking him to release 
me. He examined the case ; he read the work and said 
I  had done nothing worthy of imprisonment, and decid
ing th a t  the  work was not obscene, he ordered a pardon to 
be made out for me. B u t  my enemies of the Christian 
Churches made a great remonstrance to this and used 
their utmost efforts to keep me in prison. The clergy
men and the  laity of hundreds of churches appealed to 
the President not to release me; and he being not brave 
enough for the occasion, listened to the ir  requests. Their 
influence was too much for me. I  served out my time; 
thus having a good opportunity for feeling the effects of 
Christian charity and love. Being a man in years it  
was thought I  m ight not survive the term of imprison
ment, and th a t  thus my publications might be destroyed. 
But this was not the case; my friends remained true to me, 
aud my paper and other publications are more successful 
now than ever.

While in prison, another act of meanness was done me 
by my enemies. Some private letters, not as discreet 
as they should have been, written to a female acquaint
ance, which, though indiscreet, were not criminal— these 
were sought out and published by my enemies to do me 
all the injury possible, but this effort availed little more 
than the others. My friends retained confidence in me, 
and have now sent me oil this long journey around the 
world to learn what I  can of the people of the  various 
countries, anil of the ir  past and present religions. I  have 
visited many of the countries of Europe, including Greece 
and Constantinople ; I  have been through Syria, Palestine, 
Egypt, and am now in this Oriental laud where I find 
much to interest me, much th a t  is worthy of study. I t  
is probable th a t  bu t for the persecution I  have received 
I  would never have seen your country, nor have been able 
to meet you here on this occasion.

I  listened a few nights ago to the address of Mr. Joseph 
Cook in this Hall. I t  is suggested that I  should make 
some reply to his remarks. I t  hardly seems necessary, 
for there was not very much in them. His effort seemed 
to be to convince you tha t  man lives beyond the  grave 
and on the ground th a t  the principle or force of animal 
life exists, th a t  human cells and tissues are produced 
.from the elements around us, and for this reason Christ
ianity must be true. In  the formation of cells and tissues 
he imagines a superintendent or manipulator behind 
the operations of N atu re  which operator he terms “ the 
weaver,” the one who “ moves the shuttle.” According 
to my view, the  various processes of N ature  move along 
in obedience to established laws, in cell-making, as in 
everything else, no invisible superintendent being neces
sary. Of course, the process of building up cells and 
tissues is wonderful as are all the processes of Nature. 
Vegetable growth is nearly as wonderful as animal growth, 
bu t N a tu re ’s laws accomplish one as easily as the other, 
and in the same natural way th a t  all other operations 
are produced.

A t one moment Mr. Cook credits N ature  with what 
she does, and at  the very next moment he claims it  for 
his invisible weaver. In  appealing to the chairman of 
the  meeting (a Professor of anatomy and physiology) tha t 
na ture’s work is perfect, he said “ N ature  does not work 
by halves, she does not make half a jo in t  or hinge only ; 
when she makes half a jo in t  she aiso makes the other 
half.” This is very co rrec t ; but why in the  next breath 
does he a t tem pt to deprive N atu re  of this credit and give 
it  to his imaginary weaver 1 H ad he given N ature  the  
credit for building up the  cells, and doing all the rest 
sho performs, the same as with making the  joints, he  
■would have been more honest.

And if his invisible weaver is superior to Nature, 
superior to all the  operations tha t  take place, and if 
N ature  is indebted^to this weaver for her own existence, 
this weaver must be more wonderful than Nature. Mr.Cook 
should have told you where this weaver came fronj anc$



how lie became possessed of such power, I f  lie claims tha t 
the weaver always existed, it  is certainly ju s t  as easy and 
probably quite as truthful to say th a tN a tu re  always existed, 
and requires no weaver to effect the  operations which 
she performs. I  believe this to be the  case. N ature  
is an eternal principle or iorce and is dependent upon 
no extraneous power ; and it  is a species of dishonesty to 
deprive her of the credit which is jus tly  due to her. If 
N ature requires a creator how much more does Mr. 
Cook's “weaver” require a creator.

I f  life beyond the  grave is a reality, we owe it  to 
Nature ,— it must be in her economy to produce it, for 
■whatever takes place is natural. N atu re  does nothing th a t  
is unnatural ; and she does all tha t  is performed. Witli-
o.:.. her and her ever present laws nothing can be pro
duced th a t  is produced. I  hope for a continued life as 
really as Mr. Cook does ; I  desire to continue to exist. 
B u t  if he succeeds in convincing you th a t  life beyond 
the  grave is a reality, or a t any rate  may be hoped for, 
th a t  does not prove Christianity to be true. Christian
ity has no right to claim the originality of the doctrine 
of immortality and a future life. She was by no means 
the  first to teach it, all the  ancient religious systems of 
your country taught the  same thousands of years before 
Christianity existed. I t  is false to claim th a t  Christianity 
is the first to teach this doctrine, for nearly every one of 
the older religious systems tau g h t  it. So, I  repeat, if Mr. 
Cook claims th a t  the formation of cells and hum an tissues 
proves a future life it  does not prove Christianity. I t  
would be equally true for Mr. Cook to claim th a t  be
cause the sun rises in the  east, because the winds of 
heaven blow, because water runs down hill, and because 
twice two are four, th a t  life is continued beyond 
the grave, and th a t  Christianity is true. They prove it  
.as much as do the  formation of cells and living tissues.

The fact is th a t  Christianity has borrowed all she has 
from older systems. I  know not of a tenet, dogma, rile, 
sacrament, ceremony or moral sentim ent taugh t by 
Christianity which was not far earlier tau g h t  by systems 
of religion which your forefathers had in this country. I f  
Jesus may bo credited with enunciating good morals, 
it  must be insisted upon th a t  morals equally as good 
were enunciated by the  writers of the  Vedas, by Manu, 
by Zoroaster, by Krishna, by Buddha, by Confucius, and 
great numbers of the other moral teachers and philoso
phers whom these Oriental countries produced thousands 
of years ago. ,

Christianity  has nothing new to offer y o u ; nothing be t
te r  than yon already havo, nothing more than your 
country possessed many hundreds of years before Christ
ianity was known in the world. Probably better morals 
have never been tau g h t  than  were in the past ages, 
uttered by the sages and philosophers of your country, and 
there seems to be little use in throwing them away and 
taking in their  place about the same doctrines revamped 
over, or in adopting a later system.

But I will not continue my remarks further. I  thank 
you for your attention.

Col. Olcott then stepped forward and said that, doubtless 
through modesty, Mr. B ennett had suppressed the import
an t  facts th a t  after his conviction and sentence the 
unorthodox public of America, to express the ir  indignation 
at this arbitrary proceeding, had sent in to the President a 
petition for his pardon, signed by over 2 0 0 , 0 0 0  (two lakhs) 
of respectable people. This unprecedented proof of their 
esteem was followed lip, after Mr. B e n n e t t ’s ielease, 
by a public reception at one of the most respectable pub
lic buildings— Chickening Hall— in the New York City ; 
and upon his reaching London a public banquet was given 
liim by the British Freethinkers, with Mr. Bradlaugh 
in the chair. These explanatory remarks of Col. Olcott 
were received with applause and cheers.

The last speech of  this eventful occasion was by 
Kavasji M. Shroff, Esq., Fellow of the Theosophical Society, 
nnd Secretary of the  Bombay Branch of the National 
Indian  Association, and of -the B.pmb.ay Society for the

Prevention of Cruelty to Animals. In  substance and 
impressiveness of delivery, it was one of the best and 
most effective efforts of the  day.

Mr. K. M. Shroff said :— ....

Mu. C h a i r m a n ,  L a d ie s  a n d  G e n t l e m e n , —  . 1

Jo h n  S tu a r t  Mill in ono of his admirable Essays says— “ To 
suppress an expression o f  opinion is to rob the  human race.” 
Elsewhere it  is said— “ E rro r s  in opinion may safely be tolerat- 

' ed when reason is l e f t ” free to combat it .” Encouraged by 
such sentiments emanating from noble minds, 1 venture to 
stand beforo you here to-day, regardless of what the educated 
men of my ago and class may sny, to give expression lo my 
views as a staunch Theosophist,  inasmuch as 1 have been inti
mately connected with tho Society (or more than three years. 
I  say more than three years, because my connection does not 
date from the  time of the Society’s arrival in Bombay, but 
much prior to tha t  period. I  had nn : opportunity  of cor
responding with t.ho Founders  of the Society when t.liey were in 
America, and long before the Bombay Society, was formed ; 
my friend Col. Olcott having . heard of my travels in the 
United States, as 1 was subsequently informed, had gone down 
from Boston to N ew  Y ork  only a day after I  left the latter 
city for Bristol in 1874,. in order to have u tulk with me about 
Ind ia  and its people. Most of you are aware tliut during  the 
Society’s stay of three years in Bombay; its indefatigable 
organizer and worker^ our learned lecturer of this evening, 
gave m any public addresses both here and in connection with 
the A ry a  Samaj. But I  purposely refrained fri.m giving 
utterance to my thoughts  on any of those occasions, because 
1  believed it  would be then considered premature, and I  
wanted time to make myself  sufficiently familiar with the 
Society. Now tha t a period of full three years has elapsed, 
during  which time 1 had the best opportunity  of watching the 
Uitentions, motives and work of the movers of this grand, nation
al cause, I  fearlessly bu t humbly face you to-day as a warm 
friend nnd arden t admirer o f  the Society. T he  conviction is 
carried heme to my m ind— and I  wish you to share that convic
tion— that the Society has been founded on a purely philanthro
pic basis and is ono of the needed organizations for tho regenera
tion of India. T o  make use of the happy language of Mr. G ran t 
Duff, adopted in his eloquent ami very in teresting address 
delivered recently  at Madras at the opening of the A gricultura l 
College, let mo tell you tha t  the Society has passed through 
two phases. The first was the “ Russian spy” phase, when 
soon after their  advent in India, Madame Blavatsky and Col. 
Olcott were greeted as Russian spies, and soma 
designing fellow or fellows had so far succeeded in befool
ing the local authorit ies th a t  these two personages were 
closely pursued and watched by Police detectives from day 
to day aud trom ono town to the other, until the authorities 
were undeceived, and, in consequence of more sober second 
thoughts, were compelled to give up their wild-goose chase. 
T hen  followed the second phase of “ money-making impostors.”
I  regret to say tha t  some of iriy young, educated but un
principled and ungrateful countrymen, instead of being thankful 
to Col. Olcott and the talented lady for their work in behalf 
of our country, most shamefully turned round aud maligned 
them, called them adventurers,  a n ’, the columns of an Anglo- 
V em acu la r  newspaper were disgracefully soiled w ith  any 
amount o f  rubbish, purposely meant to prejudice the people, 
against our friends and lower thbm in their  estimation. B u t  us 
t ru th  always prevails, our friends toiled oil, notwithstanding 
all hostile and bit ter opposition, until the enemies are  all now 
disarmed, and the r ighteous cause is not only applauded 
th roughout the land from Ceylou to Simla, 'b u t  under the 
Banner of Theosophy are enlisted some of the best minds in 
the country and more are likely to join  e re long .  To a ttempt 
to give you anything like a clear idea a!s to wlmt is Theosophy, 
or to convey to you a convincing proof  of the science o t  it, 
or ol the Yoga Vidya in the  existence aud power of which the 
founders of the Society firmly and not unreasonably believe, 
would be considered a presumptuous tifek oil my part. To obtain 
information in regard to it, I  would refer you to the first few 
numbers of the monthly publication) bearing the name of the 
T iieo so i ' I i i s t ,  the organ o f  the Society, which publication is in 
itself u sufficient proof of tho earnestness of the disinterested 
efforts of the Founders o f  the Society, i iu t  nowhere you can 
find iu a small compass a uiore lucid explanation and more 
cogont nrguineuts in favour of the objects «iid work of this



body am] o f  tlie Yoga Vidi/a in particular tlimi in tha t  m ost 
able production of Mr. Sinnett, “ T h e  Occult World,” n bo"k 
which does great, credit to its author nnd which lias elicited 
voluminous criticism of varied na tu re  in Europe. T h e  ap
pearance of 11 ■ ut book marks nn epoch in the brief history of 
the  Theosophical Society. Mr. S innett is the E d ito r  of one of 
the most influential and widely-circulated Journa ls  in India. 
H e  is, besides, a gentleman of sterling abilities and high moral 
character  and is greatly respected alike by the official and non
official European classes in the N orth-W estern  Provinces 
w hera he ia better known than on this side of 
India. W hen such a master mind as his has taken up tho 
serious and most puzzling question and discussed it 
w ith  uncommon merit , and when he has shown laudable 
courage in giving to the European world a book guaranteed 
w ith  his name, it is hut natural tha t  all scoffers and those 
penny-a-liners who endenvoured to cavil at the good work 
o f  the Society should hold tlieir tongue, bow in submission, 
and confess their  inability to fathom a purely psychological 
subject, of which they had never before heard or read anything, 
a l though it was studied and acquired thousands of years ago 
in  their own countiy by their own countrymen.

Gentlemen, while, on the one hand, we are thankful to our 
E u le rs  for allowing us to taste the fruits of Western knowledge 
nmi creating a general enlightenment in the country, the 
result of which has been the introduction of new ideas, with 
the unceasing force of which the country has been making 
an onward, material progress, we have to. deeply deplore, on 
th e  other hand, the p a ten t  fi ct th a t  there is a total absence 
o f  any provision for ihe moral well-being and spiritual aspira
tions of the educated classes whose number is rapidly increas
ing. W hatever good English education may have done in 
India ,  you will l'ladily admit tha t its tendency has been to 
m ake many of us infidels and atheists. W hile  i t  has supplied 
ns with enough o f  intellectual food, it  has left uncultivated 
the  moial and spiritual nature. We, educated men, are as so 
many hybrid pioduclions of the British rule in India, if  I  
may he allowed to use the  expression. Parsees are neither 
entirely Parsees, nor are they Europeans in the ir  tastes, virtues, 
modes o f  th o u g h t  and habits of life. Hindoos even do not 
fare better in this respect. T he  old, puro Zoroastrianism 
•exists in its mere skeleton form or is dying or dead. Tho 
ancient and suldinie Il iudooism and Buddhism are almost 
extinct. The hitherto praised systems of Eastern  religion and 
philosophy which once made India and Persia great in the eyes 
of the then existing nations of the world have been partly obli
terated or are fast fading from our view and knowledge ; and 
we, children of the once powerful people, are dwindled down 
to insignificance among the modern nations of the world, since 
in the hurry  o f  life, we are only taught to devote our a t ten 
tion and energy to the mere acquirement of a miserable monthly 
stipend for our livelihood, for tlie obtaining of which ends 
wo are impressed from our vory boyhood with tho importance 
of looking upon tho meagre education we receive at schools 
and colleges os the means, and through whose instrumentality 
only wo aro left to plod on in after life w ithout aii)r moral 
support.  U nder  this state of affairs we know not what port we 
have been drifting to. W ith  the exception of a few spasmodic 
attempts made in Bengal some years since, by men like Baboo 
Kesliab Cliender Sen and others, no systematic efforts have 
been made on a grand national basis for the moral and milch- 
needed spiritual elevation of the rising millions of the educated 
young men. One of tlie great necessities o f  the country is 
to demolish those caste distinctions and false, injurious prac
tices, and ignorant, superstitious beliefs o f  the people, which 
only tend to keep them separate and consequently weak. Since 
i t  is no policy of the Government to do it, as it  keeps itself 
generally occupied w ith  works intended for the material 
welfare of the people, any movement for the regeneration of 
India should bo spontaneous on tho part  of the people and 
should originate, with and lie conducted by them alone. When 
the disinterested, zealous Founders of the Society felt for the 
moral degradation of the people, and at an enormous personal 
sacrifice left their happy homes in distant lands and more con
genial climate to come and live and labour in our m id it  ; w hat 
has lieen their reward, gentlemen, but to be treated in harsh 
terms by A nglo-Indian and native newspaper writers who 
nre incapable of appreciating genuine disinterestedness which 
is incompatible w ith  their own practice of working for tho 
good of the people with the sordid object of making money 
for themselves ? T h e  questions are often asked what do the 
Theosophists want to do ? W hy have they como to our country ?

W h a t  do t h e y  live here for ? W hat do they want, us to believe 
in ? Let me answer you briefly tha t the Theosophists— I  
mean the Founders  of the Society— do not want from you any
thing for themselves ; they feel for our country, for our morally 
neglected condition ; they aro persons o f  rare  attainments , 
uncommon energy, un t i l ing  industry ; they, like wise beings, 
can look below the surface of tilings as they have existed for 
generations, and their  far-reaching s ight enables them to picture 
to themselves tho not very brigh t future that is iu store for
us if  w e  career on for a number of years in the same manner 
ns we have done in tlie past ; the Founders of the Theosophical 
Society do not preach any fresh doctrines, nor propound any new 
theories, nor do they  want, to make converts of us to their beliefs; 
they do not ask any communities to forsake tlieir religion 
and to follow t h e i r s ; they receive w ith  open arms persons 
of all castes, creeds, beliefs and shades of opinion ; they attempt 
to revive the study of the ancient religions of India and 
from their vast erudition and extensive knowledge 
o f  t h e  ancient E aste rn  religions and philosophies, they only 
month after month lay open before us, in the pages of tlieir 
monthly publication, stores of I heir learning, scientific facts 
and li terary productions for which India had been famous 

time out. of mind; they only want us to open our eyes to what 
existed in our country ages ago, and they try  to point us out 
thes tupidity  ofourhankering  after the  hollow modern civilization, 
protest, against the importation into Ind 'a  of European vices 
and evils aud particularly tha t  of drunkenness which saps tho 
national foundation; the Theosophists, in short, offer us to accept 
w ithout reservation the Fatherhood of God and Brotherhood 
of Man and teach us to unite together as one nation and forming 
one harmonious whole stand on one common platform of reci
procity and work in combination for the good of India, under 
the benign influence of the British rule. This  is w hat the 
Theosophical Society is endeavouring to do. These are its aims, 
and these its objects.

But, gentlemen, ours is a practical and utili tarian ago. 
Oftentimes it  is discussed in our Council that tho Society 
should not only confine itself to the measures I have ju s t  de
scribed, bu t should undertake something for the material ad
vancement of the count y. The Founder of the Society, himself 
a most practical man, coming from one of the most practical 
countries in the world, the  U nited  States of America, had this 
fact in view from the very  beginning. I f  you refer to tho 
files of t h e T h k o s o p h i s t  you will find w hat practical s u g g e s 

tions have been made therein and steps taken to bring about 
the  desired object.. I f  the efforts have not. been successful iu 
tha t  direction, the  people on this side of India 1 ave to thank 
themselves for the lukewarm interest, they have hitherto evinced 
in this cause. W e  have heard w ith  delight and attention the 
in teresting address just delivered, and from our friend’s work 
in Ceylon for seven months, we are in a position to ascertain 
how much good could be effected when there, is earnestness 
and perseverance on the  part  of the worker, plus the cheerful 
co-operation of the. surrounding people. I t  is for us to take up 
the ideis and develop them and assist in raising a national 
fund to give effect to the proposals for the amelioration of the 
condition of the masses. Accustomed us the  inhabitants of 
this country have been to raising subscriptions for any common 
good in large sums from the  limited upper classes only, I am 
afraid they do not believe in the admirable system o f  collecting 
small sums from the people at large as a national subscription, 
which system obtains in some of the countries of Europe and 
America. I  have no doubt, however, tha t if  strenuous ex e r
tions are made, the plan would be feasible. H ere  I  would p a r t i 
cularly draw your attention to one thing out of which those 
uncharitable writei '3 not favourably disposed towards the Society 
are likely to draw inferences to the detriment, of the good 
cause and to the  prejudice of the body. I  apprehend they will 
now say “ Look here; the Theosophists are try ing to touch 
the pockets of the people and hoard a fortune for their own 
gain” &c., &c. Nothing of the sort. The  lecturer has distinctly 
enunciated the scheme upon which lie proposes to work. Tho 
fund, if  raised, will be lodged in the names of a few respectable 
men in the country and will be utilized at tlieir direction. 
T h e  Society lias never attempted to gain money. I t  never 
will. How praiseworthy is its object and how philanthropic 
i t3  work, tha t  though these two personages have lived in this 
country for three years they have maintained themselves at 
tlieir own cost. T h is  is w hat we should call true  benevolence 
and . philanthropy. We are often told th a t  the efforts of tho 
Christian clergymen and missionaries in this country aro phi
lanthropic, that tlieir self-sacrifice is great, the i r  devotion ex-



emplary, their perseverance inimitable. Now, let us exnmine 
how fa r  this assertion is true. W hile  talking on this subject, 
I  wish it  to be clearly understood thnt, I  nm by  no menus un- 
f i iend ly  to the missionaries. I  rm  not so nnrrow-minded or 
fnnntic ns to pass any sweeping rem arks on their  pood work 
01 condemn it, in Into. I  admit tha t  since the  advent of tho 
Bi itish to this country, the missionarifs have exercised a whole
some influence throughout tlie land. T admit, that, (lie mission
aries have been tlie pioneers of English education in H in du s
tan. I  admit they have been instrumental in bringing together  
the ru le rs  and the ruled by their  having first studied the 
native languages and nativo character  and brought tho beauties 
of tho same to the notice of the  Europeans. B u t  when 
the epithets “■ disinterested” and “ philanthropic” are applied to 
their  work, they seem anomalous. And why ? Simply be
cause the clergy class and the missionaries are paid for their  
work and amply paid too from the coffers of the State and 
fiom the various foreign missions respectively. Such of 
you as are in the habit of glancing a t  the items in the 
A nnual Indian Budget m ust have unfailingly observed that 
the ie  is an item of more than sixteen lakhs of rupees on t.he 
debit side of the Budget, marked as ecclesiastical expenditure. 
Jsow, this  large sum of sixteen lakhs of rupees drawn annually 
from the taxpaying  poor of the country  goes to enrich the British 
clergy class; and Sir Richard Temple in his very valuable book

India in 18BO says this is by no means a large sum spent 
aft.'T the spiritual welfare of tbe ruling raee in India. I  agree 
with S i i  Richord and do not. grudge the r u l i n g  race this large 
sum. But. wlmt I  want to maintain is that, i f  efforts purchased at 
the expenditure  of sixteen lakhs of money belonging to the rj’ots 
nre callcd “ disinterested and benevolent,” it  is simply r id i
culous and anomalous. Furtherm ore . Do not for a moment, believe 
tha t thei-e sixteen lakhs, though in itself n large sum, suffice 
foi all the  wants of the ecclesiastical servants o f  the country. 
In  addition to this large sum from the Indian Treasury, several 
Christian denominations here have been in the regular receipt 
of huge g ian ts  annually  from the various foreign missions ill 
Europe and America. All this money goes t,o keep the British 
cleigy  and the missionaries in a dignified and happy condition of 
lifo. E very  missionary here hns a spacious bungalow, carriages, 
ho isesnnd  servants a t  liis command, a happy household con
sisting of a beautiful wife and chubby-looking children, a com
fortable salary, witli occasional opportunities o f  sojourning to 
the hills and periodically going home on furlough. With all 
these sublunary blessings, his efforts and devotion are styled 
disinterested and benevolent, as i f  by his work he has left, the 
people o f  India under an eternal obligation, w ilhout receiving 
from them a pie or receiving from E urope  and Am erica  nny 
money.

W ith all the i r  past glory, I  am afraid, tho days of Chris tian  
missionaries are numbered in India, say w hat Mr. Joseph  Cook 
and others m aj\  W e welcome Mr. Cook to our country as n 
distinguished visitor. W e appreciate and admire his h igh 
scholarship, his g rea t  oratorical power, his matchless eloquence. 
B u t  we cannot accept his Christian teachings. Ho must know 
that the intelligent Indian mind awakened by the secular educa
tion given by the G overnment is abroad in search o f  T ru th  and 
is not likely to fall an ensv prey to the teachings of the mission
aries. H e  must remember tlmt the progress of science has al
ready given a death-blow to Christianity in Europe. Only a
tew  days ago certain facts were given in the local English pa
pers, and it was shown from statistics taken in some large cities 
in ^ng and and on the Continent that an infinitesimal portion 
of those large populations were church-going people nnd fewer 
f . i ,  w®le  true Christians nt heart .  Chris tianity  is not the re- 
igion for India.  Give sons of India educa t ion ;  let, education 

reach those utterly  neglected classes in the interior o f  the coun
try  ; let, the Government adopt measures to dispel th a t  wretched 
mid nl.ject poverty that characterises the land, and I  maintain 
wilhout fear of contradiction thnt the people instead o f  accept
ing any religion of la ter grow th will revert to the study of the 
ancient religions of the i r  forefathers. A s  long ns they strictly
con fine th e ir  o p era tio n s to sp rea d in g  ed u ca tio n  a m o n g  tb e  p e o 
p le  w ithou t, in te r fe r in g  w ilh  th e ir  r e lig io n s ,— w liie li i t  is d ou b t
fu l they  w ou ld  e v e r  do— the C h ristian  m iss io n a r ie s  are w e lc o m e  ; 
bu t in o ther  resp ects  th e y  h avo  no sp h ere  for th e ir  w ork  in  
In d ia . A ll m on ey  sp en t upon them  is w a sted .

H aving  taken up so much of your time, gentlemen, I do not 
feel justified in detaining you a minute longer with my these 
desultory remnrks. However, before we pnrt. this e v en in g  let 
me nssure you thnt our friends of the Iheosophieni Society nre

not impostors, nor have they  come here to make money. They  
ask you merely to join them, feel their influence, nssist. them in 
your own w ork w ithout part ing  with any sums of your money 
tha t  shall go to their pocket or be spent, after their comforts. 
In  evidence o f  w hat I  snv, the statement of Income nnd E xpendi
tu re  of the Society laid before you to-dny spenks for itself. Let 
me nlso nssure you thnt, i f  nny of you join the Society with the 
nvowed object of witnessing those occult phenomena, to gratify 
nny.vulgnr curiosity, you will be sndly disnppointed. I t  is to 
be regretted thnt. the Indian  public should hnve identified the 
Founders of this Society with jugglers or conjurors. T o  view 
an exhibition o f  thnt kind, one hnd better go to those caterers o f  
public amusements, who every now nnd then come to Bombnj'. 
B u t  let me declare here tha t Madame Blavatsky, tbe authoress 
of “ Isis U nveiled ,” n book ju s t ly  styled n “ monument o f  
liumnn industry nnd lenrning,” nnd Col. Olcott, of versniile 
l iterary talents, nro persons, far fnr superior to nny ju g 
glers or conjurors, who have ever treaded the Indian  soil. 
T hey  have come to Indin not to seek for gold or to enrich 
themselves with nny profltnble pursuit,  which is the end of 
most of the people who come from Europe, but they lmve 
come here to live till the nntural period of their existence, 
nnd labour for the cause o f  Science and T ru th  in India, and 
die in harness in this very country of their  adoption.

A t the conclusion of Mr. Shroff’s remarks, the  meeting 
broke into a  grand burst of applause. Many respectable 
Parsi and Hindu  Gentlemen crowded up  on the  platform 
to express their  compliments and thanks to Col. Olcott, 
Mr. Bennett, and the other speakers.

R E S O L U T I O N S

Passed at a Special Meeting o f  the Bombay Branch o f  
the Theosophical Society held on the \bth January, 1882.

A t  a specinl meeting of the Bombay Branch of the Theoso
phical Society, held nt the Society’s Hall in Breach Candy, on 
the evening o f  J a n u a ry  15, 1882, the following resolutions 
were, upon motion o f  Dr. Pan du rang  Gopal, seconded by 
Mr. Tookaram Tntyn, unanimously adopted by ncclamntion.

Resolved : T h a t  the scnndalously unfair and misleading report 
o f  the Anniversary Meeting of the Paren t Theosophical Society, 
held on the 1 2th instant a t  the Fram jee Cownsjee Ins titu te ,  which 
nppenre.l in the Times of India  of Ja n u ary  14, deserves pub
lic condemnation. We recognise in this, ns well ns in the pre
vious scurrilous nttncks of a like chnrncter upon them nnd our
selves iu the Cnlcuttn Statesman nnd other Anglo-Indian nnd 
inspired native journals, covered assaults upon the  religious 
ideas of tho different castes of Indin through the ir  proved and 
unselfish friends, the Founders  o f  the Theosophical Society.

We nlso declare that, so far from our confidence in Colonel 
Olcott and Madame Blavatsky being abated by these Christian 
defamations o f  their private character, wo, the members of the 
Bombay Branch, feel drawn all the closer to them, and now 
publicly declare thn t the labours of the aforesaid F ounders— all 
o f  which have como under our personal observation— lmve been 
unselfish and  philanthropic. W e recognize in them the true 
allies o f  every native o f  India, whether a Hindoo, a Pnrsee, 
a  Mussulman, or of nny o ther caste, who would improve the 
intellectual, moral, or spiritual condition of his countrymen.

R E P L IE S  TO Mr . J O S E P H  COOK.

The attention of all lovers of fair play is called to the 
following letters :—

( From P A N D I T  D A Y A N A N D  S A R A S W A T I  

S W A M I to Mr. J O S E P H  COOK.)
W a l k e s h w a r , B o m b a y .

. J a n u a ry  18, 1882.
Sir ,— In  your public lectures you have affirmed—

(1) T hn t Chris tianity  is of divine origin.
( 2 ) Thnt it  is destined to  oversprend the enrth.
(3) T hnt no o ther  religion is of divine origin.

In  reply, I  maintain tlmt neither of these propositions is true. 
I f  you nre pr spared to make them good, nnd not nsk the people 
of Arynvnrtn to accept your statements without proof, I will 
be happy to meet you for discussion. I name next Sunday  even



ing 5-30, nt which time I  am to lecture a t  the Framji Cowasji 
Ins ti tu te .  Or, if tha t  should not be convenient to you, then you 
may name your own time and place iu Bombay. A s neither of 
us speaks the other’s language, I  st ipulate tha t  our respective 
arguments shall he translated to the other, and that a short-hand 
report of the same shn.ll he signed by us both. Tho discussion 
must also be hold in the presence of respectable witnesses 
brought by each party, of whom a t  least three or four shall sign 
ihe report with us ; and the whole to bo placed in pamphlet 
form, so tha t  the public may judge  for themselves which religion 
is most divine.

i. e. D a y a n a n d  S a r a s w a t i .

( From Col. II. S. OLCOTT to Mr. JOSEPH COOK.)
T h e o s o p h i c a i  S o c i e t y — P r e s i d e n t ’s  O f f i c e ,

1 8 M  J a n u a r y ,  1 8 8 2 .

Sir,— Those.who resort to misleading statements about nn 
opponent nre commonly believed to give thus the best proof 
tlmt they nre advocating a weak cause. I t  pleased you to 
make before n large audienci yesterday certain allegations 
about my probable motives in coming to India, my standing; in 
America, nnd the character and objects of the Theosophical 
{Society, which aro far from true and clearly belied by the 
facts. I  have too strong a regard for the good opinion uf tbe 
Asiatic people to perm it  them to be deceived by such easily 
refuted calumnies. I  have, therefore, set aside oilier engage
ments, and on F riday  evening, a t  the Framji Institute, Dhobi 
Tahio, will state my side of the case. I  challenge you to meet 
me at that time, and say what you can-against my Society, its 
cause, or myself.

Y o ur  obedient Servant,

H .  S. O L C O T T , 

President, Theosophical Society,

(From Mr. D. M. B E N N E T T  to Mr. J O S E P H  COOK.)

C r o w ’s  N e s t  B u n g a l o w ,  

M a h a l a k s h m i ,  J a n u a ry  18, 1882.
Sir,— You have defamed my character,  impugned my 

motives, nnd cast ft slur upon the whole free-thought party 
who take tho liberty of thinking for themselves. T h a t  the 
Indian public may know whether your several statements nre. 
true or false, I  shall make, on Friday  evening, a t  5-30, nt 
the Framji Cownsji Institute, a public statement. On t i n t  
occasion I invito you to meet me face to face and answer the 
statements I  shall make. Y our failure to do so would be 
construed into nn inability to substantiate reckless allegations 
flung out under the protection of a crowd of sympathizers.

{Should you plead other engagements, I  may say tha t  to 
meet your calumnies I have myself  put off my engagement. 
Like yourself I  am on a voyage around the world, and have no 
time to waste.

F o r  the whole tru th ,
Yours, i&c.,

D. M. B E N N E T T .

The meeting nbove referred to wns accordingly held nt the 
Framji Cowasji Institute on F ricky, the 20th Jan u a ry ,  at 5-30 
p. m., anil was the most over-whelming tr ium ph the Society 
has ever had in the Bombay Presidency. The building was 
crowded to suffocation and the enthusiasm of the native audience 
knew no bounds. A full report of the proceedings will shortly 
be published and distributed gratis.

Furth er  Development.
As a Christian antidote to the meeting and lecture of 

tlio 12th, a lecture delivered by Mr. Joseph Cook on 
January  the 17th, at the Town Hall, was devoted by tlig 
Boston orator to the vilification and general misrepre
sentation of the Theosophical Society and its movement 

. before a native audience and about a dozen or two of E u ro 
peans. To allow the reader an opportunity  to judge of 
the truthfulness  of the Christian lecturer, a few of his 
many fallacious assumptions and foolish remarks may 
be quoted from tiie Times o f  I n d m  as reported. 
Thus— he said tha t  he had never heard the adherents of

“ theosophy imported from New Y ork’’ (! ?) spoken of 
with intellectual respect..." H e  had heard them spoken of 
as m o o n s tru c k  adherents o f  the creed o f  the S p ir i tu a l
ists” ........“ That wretched movement (Spiritualism) had,
he ‘ confessed,’ many supporters among the half-educated 
populations in the great American towns. I t  was al
together a wild assertion tha t  there were ten millions of 
American spiritualists. He had passed to and fro in the 
American Union on a lecturing tour for the last ten years. 
B ut personally he had not the honour of a distant acquaint
ance with ten o f  the spir itua lis ts  who deserved- to be called 
men of an y  intellectual breadth a n d  culture. H e knew a 
number of old women among men who had been caught 
by tha t  creed. H e spoke strongly, because he felt strong
ly, and he thought tha t  spiritualism had its influence 
with those who were not deranged, bu t  were never well 
arranged. (Laughter.) Spiritualism had been doing
immense mischief in the United S ta tes ..................... H e
supposed th a t  American spiritualism was composed of 
seven-tenths of fraud, two-tenths of nervous delusion, and 
as to the remaining one-tenth it  m ight be said th a t  
nothing was in it, or Satan was in i t .” ‘‘There was n o  
scientific evidence g iven  that they were open to the access of
evil s p ir i t s*  but there were........high theological men iu
America who said th a t  they should not ignore what the 
Bible affirmed concerning the evil spirits and communica
tion from familiar sp ir i ts . . .H e was himself a vehement 
anti-spiritualist. He did not believe tha t  there  was ever 
a scientific instance brought forward in investigatig these 
topics...Let them have scientific experts called to examine 
these matters ; let them  have some books published worthy 
of their attention. American spiritualists had done nothing 
of the kind.” -f-

After that, the  tornado-like orator, pouncing upon 
the  theosophists, proclaimed ‘‘ as a shrewd American,” 
he said, his suspicion “ tliat something other than  
philosophical purpose, underlay their  (the theosophists’) 
movement.” W hat was it ? According to the  “ shrewd'’ 
and far-seeing Bostonian “these two persons had come to 
India  to study the ancient Indian system of magic 
and sorcery to return to the United States to teach tricks to 
m edium s already exposed." (!!!) H e  ridiculed the thooso- 
phists and “proved  how miserable was that movement Bince 
by rough calculation and on the authority of their own 
reports their income did not exceed Rs. 520 a year, which 
was not enough even for the lighting of some of tho civic 
churches for tliat period. (Laughter.) Their income was 
all tha t had been contributed annually by the 250 millions 
of the people of this country for the  support of tha t 
overpowering, audacious and revolutionary Society.”

The theosophists ought to feel highly obliged to 
Mr. J .  Cook. They had been generally accused by their 
enemies before his advent to India of robbing the country, 
of having come hero with the  deliberate intention of 
swindling the natives out of their  money ; and now they 
are taken to task for not following the  eminently paying 
policy of the Church of forcing its adherents to disgorge 
the ir  monies to support some half a dozen or so of truly 
honest and sincere men, added to thousands of lazy, igno
rant, good-for-nothing missionaries as the evangelizing 
societies do. Up to date, since February  1878, he said “ their 
initiation fees amounted bu t  to Rs. 1,500, while they had 
actually disbursed since they sailed from New York and 
until the 31st of December last the sum of Rs. 24,951 
for public objects and the Society’s affairs." The theo
sophists are proud to take upon themselves this re 

•  W e  S h o u l d  t h i n k  n o t .  S c i u n c k  d o e s  n o t  b u s y  i t s e l f  w i t h  “  e v i l  s p i r i t s ”  
a n d  s c o r n s  t h e  v e r y  i d e a  o f  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  d e v i l ,  i v h o ^ o  r e a l i t y  i s  a c c e p t e d  
b y  s u c h  scifili.v/jf a.s M r  J o s e p h  C o n k — d a b b l e r s  i n  S c i e n c o  w h i e h  t h ^ y  w o u l d  
p e r v e r t  a n d  d i s h o n o u r  i f  t h o y  c o u l d . — E d .

■+ M r .  J  C o o k  c o n v e n i e n t l y  f o r g e t s  t h o  s c i e n t i f i c  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  o f  s u c h  
m e n  a s  P r o f o s s o r t .  H a r e  a m i  M a p c s .  o f  A m e r i c a  ; o f  M e s s r s .  C r o o k e s ,  A  l i .  
W a l l a c e  a n d  V a r l e y  o f  E n g l a n d ;  o f  P r o f e s s o r s  W a n n e r  a n d  B u t l e r o f  o f  
R u s s i a ;  a n d  t i n a l l y o f  P r o f e s s o r  Z i i l l n e r  o f G e r m u n y — w h o  i n v e s t i g a t e d  t h e  p h o 
n o m e n a  w i t h  l ) r  S l a i l o .  A r e  w e  t o  t h i n k  t h a t  M r .  C o o k  i s  a n  i g n o r a m u s  w h o  
n e v e r  r e n d  a n y t h i n g  b u t  h i s  B i b l e  a n d  P s a l i n - l i o o k ,  o r  a  f a l s o  w i t n e s s ,  v b o ,  
k n o w i n g  h o  i s  u t t e r i n g  b i g  f a l s e h o o d s ,  p r e f e r s  t o  p e r v e r t  a n d  m i s r e p r e s e n t  
t r u t h ,  i n  t h e  h o p o  o f  h i s  o w n  u n s c i e n t i f i c  i d e a s  t r i u m p h i n g  w i t h  s o m e  i u .  
n o c o n t  f o o l s  w h o  m a y  r e g a r d  h i m  a s  a n  a u t h o r i t y ? — E d . ■



proach, and to have the world know from such an 
obstreperous enemy as this th a t  instead of making money 
out of Theosophy, the cause hns cost them large sums 
out of their own pockets. I f  the propaganda of Christ
ianity depended, hitherto, as tha t of Theosophy has 
upon the labors of missionaries who not onlv worked 
without pay but also personally defrayed ninety-four 
per cent, of the entire expenses—-we are afraid tha t  
th a t  religion would never have troubled , the dreams 
of a single heathen mother. Colonel Olcott in his lec
tu re  most pungent.ly retorted npon Mr. Cook th a t  it  
was true, as he had said, tha t  our modest receipts from 
all sources would hardly pay for the lighting of a Bombay 
ctinroh,but,nil the same, the theosophists had in three years 
taken into their membership more high-caste Brahmins 
and Pandits, priests and scholars of o ther religions than 
the Hindu, than the wholn missionary body had secured in 
the  past century with all the hundreds of millions of 
pounds they had expended.

F urther on, the  “ shrewd” preacher fell foul of Mr. 
D. M. Bennett, the "associate of the Theosophical Society /’ 
whom, he hoped, “ tlie Society was not going to make a 
hero;”* and uttered one calumny after another.

“ The career of tha t orator (Mr. Bennett) could not be 
described to ears polite,” said Mr. Cook, using a phraseo
logy usually applied to the devil. W e nnswer tha t  the 
said career is far easier described than th a t  of more than 
one American clergyman and preacher— friend of Mr. 
Cook— we know of. Mr. Bennett was all his life an honour
able and an honest man (see foot-note a t  the beginning of 
his speech on Jan. 1 2 ). I f  his morality in relation to a 
female friend— owing to the  paid treachery of the latter 
during his trial— was questioned, and his enemies tried to 
prove him personally an immoral man ; and even, sup
posing tha t  instance of immorality had been proved, 
which is not the case— yet let him, xvho feels h im self  free, 

f ro m  an;/ like sin, cnst a t  Mr. B ennett “ the  first stone.” 
Thousands and tens of thousands among the  most highly 
respected members of the  Christian community become 
guilty of such a sin, and still the Pharisees of Society do 
not cast them off, bu t ever try to screcn the guilt, be the 
adulterers bu t  chitrrh-going hypocrites. Mr. Cook would 
have people believe him a sincere Christian ? B u t the 
vehemence with which he has ever defended clerical cul
prits in America, and the bitterness with which he 
denounces an infidel here, guilty of a far lesser crime than 
th a t  the Rev. Henry Ward Beecher has been found guilty 
of—givo us now the right of denouncing him to the 
Anglo-Indian public as a champion Pharisee. W hat 
honourable Christian would not prefer associating with an 
honest infidel rather than  with a dishonest and perjured 
Christian ?

“ American laws,” he said, “ were stern against the 
abuse of the Post Office.”— While living in New York, we 
have received the most obscene and filthy anonymous 
postal cards, full of personal abuse against us, and that 
we knew to be written by C hris t ians ; yet we never 
heard that any post office had refused to mail it to us. 
The trial of Mr. Bennett was a disgrace  to American Law. 
H e  had been guilty of no greater a crime than selling a 
medical work which was neither written nor published by 
him. He had sold it  and sent it  through the mail as 
dozens of booksellers did before and a fter  bis trial, who 
were left unmolested— as the;/ were Christians— while Mr. 
Bennett  was tried and sentenced because he was an 
Infidel. The American preacher says th a t  while “ a 
majority of the infamous organizations called Liberal 
Leagues, stood by tha t  man and made him a hero ; tha t 
man was a convicted poisoner of youth and a violator of 
the righteous postal enactments. That he no more repre
sented America than Brad laugh or Mrs. Besant represented 
E ng lan d ” and lie “ denounced him as a man who had 
been convicted under righteous American laws for

*  T h e  “ S o c i e t y ’’ h a d  n o  s u c h  i n t e n t i o n ,  b u t  M r .  J .  C o o k ,  n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  
h i s  “ s h r e w d n e s s , ”  m a d e  “  q u i t e  a  h e r o  ”  o f  M r .  B e n n e t t ,  o w i n g  t o  h i s  
j u o l i c i o . u s  s l a n d o r *  u p o n  h i m . — E d ,

propagating a profitable and abominable vice.”........
Truth  and Fact m ight answer him, tha t  in such a case the 
Rev. J .  Cook has either to denounce all the  Christian book
sellers who sold and yet do sell tha t book in America and 
Europe, or he has to be denounced himself as— a slanderer. 
W e are afraid tha t  the “ righteous postal enactments ” 
are on a par with tha t  “ righteous” juryman, the only one of 
the twelve who stood for Rev. H. Ward Beecher’s acquittal, 
while the other eleven jurym en unanimously found him 
"g u i l ty ” in the Tilden-Beecher case.* Yet, Mr. Cook feels 
very proud of that clergyman’s acquaintance.

Having blackened Mr. Bennett’s character to his heart’s 
content, Mr. J .  Cook wound up his lecture by pointing 
him out as “ the man whom the Theosophical Society of 
Bombay had pu t in a prominent position as an orator at 
its last anniversary. The Theosophical Society must 
disown tha t  orator, or else Bombay and India would have 
a right to say, th a t  the  Theosophical Society was to be 
measured by the man whom it had pushed to the front.” 
They would have no more “ the right to say,” such a 
thing, than  the theosophists would have to say tha t 
the  Christian Church has “ to be m easu red” by the 
criminal clergymen and even bishops whom its Cooks 
have always tried to screen from human law, or tha t 
the Christianity of Christ is to be judged, by a Christ
ian of Mr. Cook’s calibre. The Theosophical Society will 
not  “ disown that orator ” so long as it li is no better  proofs 
of his guilt than  the sentence of the “ righteous ” 
American law, or the wicked denunciations of the as 
“ righteous ” Mr. Cook. And to his concluding remark that 
the  “ man who had been repudiated by the best classes of 
American infidels, b u t  who had not been repudiated thus 
far by the Theosophical Society of Bombay,” the la tter will 
reply tha t  to our best knowledge this aspersion against 
“ the best classes of American infidels” is an utterly gratui
tous one, and can easily be disproved by fac ts ; and lastly, 
were Mr. B ennett  even proved guilty de fac to  and not 
merely de jure,  still our Society of “ atheists and infidels” 
would prove itself, by not casting th a t  “ sinner” off, a 
hundred-fold more “ Christlike"  than the Christians of 
Mr. Cook’s class.

That his vile aspersions upon our Society and Mr. 
Bennett fell upon rather a sterile soil is proved by the 
fact that at his next lecture in the Town Hall, he was moro 
hissed than applauded ; and that a deputation of natives 
was sent to the Theosophical Head-Quarters to ask the 
Founders to reply to these aspersions. In  accordance 
with this wish, Col. Olcott and Madame Blavatsky in 
company with Captain Banon, who was visiting them  at 
th a t  time, proceeded ou the following day to hear Mr. 
Cook’s last lecture. Their appearance at  the Town Hall 
was greeted with such a thundering and prolonged ap
plause tha t  it must have stirred up the lecturer’s guilty 
conscience. Otherwise, why should he have opened his 
discourse with the cowardly remark to the address of the 
native audience— reminding them “ of the presence of 
four policemen” at the door of the Hall.” ? I t  was not only 
in bad taste, bu t positively vile, since the natives only 
availed themselves of their  legal right to applaud or hiss 
a t  their will and pleasure."f Before coming to Mr. Cook’s 
lecture, four letters were sent to him from the insulted 
parties, challenging him to prove what he had said o ftl ie  
Theosophical Society, its two Founders, the Vedic religion,

*  W e  h a v e  n o  i n t e n t i o n  o f  c a s t i n g  u p o n  t h e  R e v .  I I  W .  B e e c h e r  a n  
u n c a l l e d - f o r  s l u r ,  o r  t o  r e v i v e  o l d  s c a n d a l s .  N o r  d o  w e  t a k e  u p o n  o u r s e l v e s  
t h o  r k ' h t  t o  d c c i d o  w h e t h e r  h e  w a s  g u i l t y  o r  n o t  H e  m n y  h a v e  b e e n  n s  
i n n o c e n t  a s  M r .  B e n n e t t ;  y e t  t h o  b u r d e n  o f  p r o o f  a g a i n s t  h i m ,  w n s  f a r  
h e i v i c r  t h a n  i n  M r  B o n n e t t ' s  c a s e ,  a n d ,  w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  h i s  s t a u n c h e s t  
f r i e n d s ,  h i s  g u i l t  w n s  u n a n i m o u s l y  p r o c l a i m e d  a n d  b e l i e v e d  b y  n i l  i n  A m e r i c a .  
W e  m e n t i o n  h i m  6 i m p l y  a s  a n  h i t h e r t o  h i s t o r i c a l  c h a r n c t c r ,  a n d  t o  s h o w  
o n c e  m o r o  t h e  g r e a t  u n f a i r n e s s  of b i g o t e d  C h r i s t i a n s  — E d.

+  T h i s  b a d  t a s t e  n n d  u t t e r  l a c k  o f  g e n t l e r n a n l v t a c b a n d  d i s c r e t i o n  w e r e  s h o w n  
b y  t h e  B o s t o n  l e c t u r e r  a  d a y  l a t e r  a t  P o o n a  w i t h  a  s t i l l  g r e a t e r  p r o m i n e n c o .  
R e f u s e d  b y  t h e  n o n - C h r i s t i a n  n a t i v e s  t o  l i s t e n  t o  t h e  L o r d  s  P r a y e r  w h i c h  
h e  i n s i s t e d  f o r c i n g  u p o n  t h e m .  M r .  C o o k  w r a t h f u l l y  a d v i s e d  t h e m  t o  p r a y  t o  
t h e i r  / ' f a l s e  g o d s . ”  T h e n  h o  q u a r r e l l e d  w i t h  t w o  o f  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  m i s 
s i o n a r i e s  p r e s o n t  a n d  i n s u l t e d  t h o  c h a i r m a n ,  a  r e s p e c t a b l e  E u r o p e a n  g e n t l e 
m a n  o f  P o o n a ,  t h e  r e m a r k a b l e  l e c t u r e  c o m i n g  t o  a  c l o s e ,  t o  t h e  g r e a t  
d e l i g h t  o f  t h o  “ h e a t h e n ”  a u d i e n c e ,  a m i d s t  a  “ g e n e r a l  C h r i s t i a n  r o w  ”  a s  
t h e  heath* n  e d i t o r  o f  a  l o c a l  p a p e r  e x p r e s s e d  i t , — E d .



and Mr. Bennett. Three of the letters are found in tho
■ Report o f  the Proceedings farther back, and the fourth 
' from Madame Blavatsky read as follows :

.. (From M adam e H . P .  B la va tsk y  to M r. Joseph Cook)  

Editor’s Office of the  T h e o s o p h i s t ,  Bombay,

' 20th January,  1882.

“ Madame Blavatsky, while sending her compliments to 
Mr. J. Cook, offers him many thanks for the free advertise
m ent of the Theosophical Society— of which she is one of 
the Founders—and of her work Isis, in his highly dram a
tical and sensational performances called lectures. Mr. Cook 

' had the means of ascertaining last evening what effect hiy 
denunciation of, and false statements about the  Theosophi
cal Society, on January  17, had upon the native public. The 
long and unexpected applause of greeting upon the  appear

' ance of the two Founders in the  Hall shows better than any 
words the esteem in which Mr. Cook’s denunciations are 
held. Madame Blavatsky especially thanks Mr. Cook for 
the good taste and tact he exhibited in the  opening 
sentence of his speech, so menacingly referring to four 
policemen— the mention of whom, as he thought, wa.s 
capable of checking the expression of the good feelings of 
the natives towards those whom they know to love them 
unselfishly, and to have devoted their  lives and means to 
defend them arid the ir  children from the  demoralizing in 
fluence of those who would pervert them  from their re
spective faiths into missionary  Christianity. These influ
ences are too well known to the  rulers and the ruled to 

. need detailed notice. The term “ native Christian” in 
India is almost synonymous with a “ d runken and lying 
rascal” in the mouth of the English themselves. Mr. Cook 
is welcome to try  to tear down the  Theosophical Society 
everywhere be goes—as he will always find Theosophists 
and Arya Samajists to answer him. A t the  same time 
Mr. Cook is warned— unless he would risk to have his 
tr ium phant progress through Ind ia  checked by a dis
agreeable law-suit— to beware what he says of Madame 
Blavatsky or Col. Olcott 'personally, as other and more 
influential persons than an American preacher,— namely, 
Englishmen,— have found th a t  there are laws in this 
country to protect even American citizens from malicious 
calumny. As neither Col. Olcott nor Madame Blavatsky 
will ever return to America, Mr. Cook’s remark th a t  they 
are trying to learn sorcery here to teach it  to mediums in 
America is absurdly false aud truculent— though little 
else could have been expected from suoh an exemplar of 
Christian meekness and charity. To show Mr. Cook who 
is Madame Blavatsky, a printed circular is enclosed. Mr. 
Cook’s aspersions will be fully answered and proved false 
to-night. If, instead of accepting the challenge, he runs 
away, all India  will be notified of the  cowardly act.”

H e  did  run  away. As reports of the  proceedings will 
be published in a separate pamphlet, and a copy sent 
gratis  to each of our subscribers in the nex t num ber we 
need only notice, a t this time, Mr. Cook’s cowardly re
joinder to the four challenges above noted, and append as 
the  sequel a correspondence between Captain Banon and 
himself a t Poona, in which, his unfairness and moral 
obliquity are most clearly shown.

As men of his kind love to slander people behind their  
backs, bu t keep ever aloof and avoid to face those whom 
they denounce, Mr. Cook took care th a t  his answer to the 
four challenges should reach the writers when he was al
ready near Poona, and at  a secure distance from the  Theo
sophical audience. T ha t  answer was handed by a Mus- 
salruan to the President a t  the Framji Hall in the evening, 
and when he was already on the  platform ready to open 
the meeting. I t  read thus :

. Bombay, January 20, 1882.
C o l . O lc o t t , .

of tho Theosophical Society.
Sir,—I nro not open to challenges of which the evident ob

ject- is to advertise infidelity.

You invite me to sit on your platform with a mini whoso 
career has been described in an unanswerable article in Scrif>7ier's 
Monthly as “ T he  Apotheosis of D ir t .” No honourable man- 
can keep company of this kind.

F o r  using this man ns a weapon with which to attack C hris t
ianity, the enl ghtened public sentiment of India will hold tbe 
Theosophical Society to a stern account. Men are measured by 
their  heroes. Several days before I  received your communi
cation, I  was definitely engaged to be in Poona on the n ight 
proposed for your meeting ill Bombay.

Yours, &c,
J o s e p h  C o o k .

So was Col. Olcott “ engaged to be in Poona on that 
n i g h t b u t  he postponed all to vindicate his cause.

In  the  above letter, the  writer objects to sit on the 
platform with Mr. B ennett— not with the theosophists 
who m ight ra ther  object to sitting with Mr. Cook, the 
friend and brother in faith of several reverend scoundrels. 
And his last sentence implies th a t  he might have over
looked even th a t  objection had he not been obliged  to 
keep his engagement.

Therefore, on the  following day, th e  Founders of the 
Theosophical Society, accompanied by Captain Banon 
started for Poona by the  2 o’clock mail train and arrived 
there a t 8 J the same evening. A t  10 o’clock Mr. Cook 
had already received the following message from Captain 
Banon.

[ C a p t a i n  B A N O N  TO M R . C O O K .]

N a p i e r  H o t r l ,

Poona 21, 1882.
Sm ,

A t  Bombay you publicly asserted tha t  my friends Colouel 
Olcott and Madame Blavatsky, Founders o f  tbe Theosophical 
Society, were persons of 110 repu te  in the  U nited  States ; and 
th a t  they had come here to learn certain tr icks, and arts  of 
Magic tha t they m igh t teach them to mediums in America 
alreudy exposed.

You were challenged by Colonel Olcott to face him before 
the  public o f  Bombay last evening, but instead sent a note to 
the etlect tha t  you cuuhl not help “ to advertise Inf ideli ty” uor 
stand upon the sume plutforiu with Mr. Bennett.

Madame Blavatsky and Colonel Olcott have, therefore, follow
ed you here, and on their behalf', I, who am not an Infidel, 
bu t a Christian officer of the A rm y, demand th a t  you shall 
meet Colonel Oleott before the Poona public, aud make good 
y o u r  charges.

I f  you decline, I  shall post you as a coward and a slanderer i 
Mr. Bennett is not here, so you cannot make that excuse.

As I must rejoin my R egim ent forthwith I cannot stay 
over to-morrow and must request an answer early lu-morrow 
morning. On behalf of Colonel Olcott, 1 s tipulate tha t  not a 
word will be said about religion.

Y our obedient servant,
A. B A N O N , C a p t a i n ,

39 th  N. I .
To the 

Revd. J O S E P H  COOK.

To this a reply was immediately sent to the Captain 
and, as anticipated, there wras another excuse ready.

[ M r . J .  C O O K ’S R e p l y .  ]

Poona, 2ls< January,  1882.
C a p t a i n  A. BANON,

39th Bengal N. I.
S i b ,

Colonel Oleott and Madame Blavatsky have kep t such public 
company at Bombay that I  can have no connection with them.

I am very much surprised a t  the ludicrously dictatorial tone 
of your note demanding that I  shall accedo to their desire to  
use me as a means o f  advertising Infidelity.



I  hope I  idiall not, bo obliged to give your mimo to the 
public, as an apologift for those who hnve publicly frater-
11 izeil with n man, but jus t out of Jiiil, (or violating lighteous 
American laws, intended to secure the purity  o f  the minis. 
My r tm ark s  on the enterprises of the Theosophical Society 
were all justified by its official documents w hich  1  cited.

Yours, &c.,

( Signed) J O S E P H  C O O K .
T ru e  Copy

Poona, 22-1-1882.

A. [BANON, C a p t a i n , 

39th N. I.

Thereupon, Captain Banon sent tbe  above two letters 
to the Editor of the Poona D v y a n  Prakasli * with an ex
planatory le tter accompanying them. The whole was pub
lished in a Supplement  “ Extraordinary” of th a t  paper 
and distributed all over Poona, and read as above, headed 
by a short editorial, and followed by the  explanatory do
cument. We give both.

D r . C O O K  E X P O S E D .

<( W e  gladly make room for the following communication from 
Captain Banon o f  the Bengal A rm y regarding Dr. Cook’s 
attack on Madame Blavatsky and Colonel Olcott , tiie Founders 
of 1 heosophy, VVe have no doubt tha t  the whole corre
spondence will bo lead with deep in terest by our renders and 
the general public. T he  bold challenge offered to Dr. Cook 
by Captain Banon to make good his charges against Madamo 
Blavatsky and Colonel Olcott , and the  refusal of Dr. Cook 
to accept tho challenge so manfully given, will show to the 
reader that Dr. Cook is really nothing better tlinu “  a coward 
ninl n slanderer” o f  honest respectable people. With this ne
cessarily brief preface we give below the whole correspondence 
6eut to us for publication.”

Society, with au objectionable person (meaning Mr. Bennett).  
This was the very excuse ot the Pharisees of Jerusalem who 
objected to receive Chris t’s teaching because he associated with 
publicans and sinners ; the Pharisees and Mr. Cook, therefore, 
stood on the same platform of religious intolerance. I  have not 
the least doubt that better  Christians than myself m ight object 
to sit on the same platform with Mr. Cook because he is an 
associate o f  Mr. W ard Beecher in the American Ministry.

Jan .  22, 1882.
A BANON, C a p t a i n ,

39 th N. I.

Notwithstanding this exposure, we do not entertain the 
slightest doubt bu t tha t  Mr. Joseph Cook will proceed on 
his trum peting  march through India, scattering on his way, 
everywhere he goes, his most oratorical slanders about our 
Society, his unmeasured abuse of the “ false gods” of the 
Indians, and his sycophantic praises of the British— to 
the ir  faces. After his row with his Christian brethren 
at  his first lecture a t Poona,* feeling the theosophists a t 
his heels and not caring perhaps to encounter Captain 
Banon, Mr. Cook shortened liis visit a t Poona and on the 
following day vanished without preaching again. H e  has 
made himsell odious to the orthodox Hindus, ridiculous in 
the eyes of the young and educated generation, and a 
“ nuisance to the missionary” as one of the Poona padris 
expressed himself, because every lecture of his destroys 
the fruit of their efforts for years to conciliate, to their 
religion and themselves, the native community. Who, we 
ask, bu t a bumptious fool would even th ink  of advising 
the  English before an audience of 500 Hindus—-the 
rulers in the face of the ruled— that  all Government schools 
should enforce Christian morality upon their  native pupils 1 
Mr. Cook accuscs us of “ going against Christianity,” of 
impeding its progress in India. Were th a t  our object, 
w hat be tter ally could we ever find than the  eloquent 
and irrepressible preacher who “ hails from B oston !”

To t j i e  E d i t o r  o p  t h e  D n t a n  P i u k a s h .

S i r ,— I trust you will kindly publish in your columns my 
letter to ihe Uevd, J .  Cook uml his reply thereto, at the same 
time allowing me to add these few lines in explanation.

D uring  Mr. Cook’s course of Lectures in Bombay, when at 
a loss ibr argument, lie descended to personalities, and libelled 
Col. Olcott and Mr. D. M. Bennett , these gentlemen challenged 
Mr. Cook to prove his statements in their  presence, before n 
Bombay audience. To ensuro fair play, and to allow au injured 
man to be heard in his defence, I  consented to take the Chair. 
1 am proud to reckon Col. Olcott among my friends. O f  Mr. 
Bennett 1 know little and care less ; stilt tho greatest criminal 
Is untitled to be heard in his defence,— even G uiteau  in tho 
United States being allowed a fair trial. In  addressing tho 
meeting as Chairman, I said that, when, at Mr. Cook’s farewell 
Lecture tiie evening before, the Native audience signified the i r  
di.-approval of him, he tried to stifle the adverse expression of 
opinion by threatening to have any one taken up by the police 
who might show disapprobation ; and that such a despotic 
bearing was unworthy of a man hailing from a free country like 
the United States and would not be tolerated there for an 
instant. I  then remarked tha t I believed that the first duty of 
n missionary was to the poor aud heathen of his own country, 
and that the immense sums subscribed in Europe and America 
for foreign missions should of right be spent on the “ Heathen” 
of those countries ; tlmt while tho poverty, ignorance, and vice 
of the great towns iu Europe aud America remained undiimnish- 
ed, any missionary coming out to convert the Hindus was a 
deserter aud a skulker from his own proper work at home ; for 
the Bible tells us to remove the beam from our own eye before 
attem pting  to remove the mote from the eye of our neighbour. 
A t  ter Col. Olcott’s address on Friday  evening (which was 
.enthusiastically received by n crowded audience in the Framjee 
•Cowa*jeo in s ti tu te )  I  fu r ther said th a t  Mr. Cook refused to 
meet.tb,e Colonel aud prove his charges on the pre tex t tha t he had 
associated a t  the late au n iv e i’ary meeting of the Theosophical

* T h o  snm e w as s e n t  a il o v e r  I n d ia  to  e v e ry  p a p e r  o f  a n y  im p o r ta n c e  
a n d  b y  th is  t im e  m u s t a l r e a d y  h av o  a p p e a re d .  W e  h o p e  th e  A m erican  

ijjb o ra l p n p o rs  w jll p > p rin t th o  c o r ro s p o iid e u c o ,— lip .

A M A R R IA G E OF T H E O S O P H IS T S .

A t Rothnay Castle, Simla, on the 28th December, beforo 
the Marriage Registrar, Ross Scott, Esq., Bengal Civil 
Service, to Maria Jane  Burnby Hume, only daughter of 
Allan Hume, C. B., late Secretary to the  Government of 
India.

H  is Highness Daji Raja Cliandrasinghjee, Thakore 
Saheb of Wadlnvan, Councillor of the Theosophical 
Society, and President of oui* Saoraxhtr  Branch, will 
arrive in Bombay on the 5th instant. H e  will be accom*- 
panied by Rawal Shree Hurree Siughjee Roop Singhjee 
of Sihore, a Fellow of our Society.

* “ At the close of the meeting,” says the Dnyan Prakash “ a ludi
crous scene ensued whieh was any thing bu t creditable to the per
sons concerned. Dr. Cook wanted to offer a pl'ayer...whereupon 
a brother missionary of his said tliat it  was not desirable to say a 
prayer before...non-Christians. Mr. Cook, however, persisted and 
said tha t  as he had followed his own way in Bombay he would do 
so here too ; whereupon the previous speaker (Rev. G. Rivington) 
said tha t to offer the (Lord’s) prayer in the presence of so many 
non-Christians was like 1 throwing pearls before swine.’ Tliia 
reckless remark naturally gave rise to great indignation among the 
native audience aud would have certainly given rise to angry dis
cussion and unpleasant retorts but for thefac ttha t  a third well-known 
missionary volunteered to defend the natives against the cowardly 
aspersions of his brother missionary. The chairman advisiug 
Mr. Oook to abstain from offering a prayer, Mr. Cook, instead of 
obeying, proceeded to denounce the Chairman and ‘ to set his au
thority at naught.’ ” The Chairman is an English gentleman of 
position a t  Poona. “ The whole spectacle was disgraceful to a  degree, 
and the meeting dispersed a t  once without Mr. Cook being allowe4 
to pray,"
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