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Tlie Editors disclaim responsibility for opinions expressed 
by contributors -in' their  articles, wil.li some of which tbey 
agree, with others, not. Great la titude is allowed to corre
spondents, and they, alone are accountable for wliat they 
write. The journal is offered as a vehicle lor the  wide 
dissemination of facts and opinions connected with the 
.Asiatic religions, philosophies and sciences. All who have 
anything worth telling are made welcome, and not in ter
fered with, Rejected MSS. are not returned.

N O T I C E  TO C O R R E S P O N D E N T S .

' The Correspondents of the THKOSOl’lllST are p a r t i
cularly requested to send the ir  manuscripts very legibly 
written, and with some space left between the lines, in 
order to facilitate the work of the  printer, and to prevent 
typographical mistakes .which are as vexatious to us as 
t h p y m u s t  be to the correspondents themselves. All com
munications should be written on one side of the paper 
only. . . .  , .

- N A T U R E  O F  T I I E  SOUL.*

The bright and tireless intellect of our venerable brother, 
Babu Pearychand Mittra, has produced still another of 
those pamphlets which mark his literary industry, moral 
elevation, and practised scholarship. W e arc in receipt 
of; the advanced sheets of his long-expected work on the 
N atu re  of the,Soul, and rise from its perusal with a sense, 
of real pleasure derived. The au thor’s leading proposition 
is , tha t there  has ever been a conflict between the higher 
and baser parts of our hum an nature, the  one in "pre
ponderance in any given age having fixed the  character 
of th a t  period. As Babu Pearychand expresses it, “ As the 
soul principle advances, the country prospers in intellect, 
idea ot God, constitution of government, beneficence of 
administration and amelioration of its condition. Substi
tu te  the  m atte r  principle, and the  country begins to 
decline. Every country has been governed by the in te l
lect of a few leading men, and prospered or retrograded 
according to' the  solidity of their ideals and their  °rcflex 
ou the government.” . W ith this general proposition no 
ojie of whatever creed, will disagree, though some— the 
Buddhists,.for example— would except to the  word Soul, 
and define the nobler parts of our nature  iu other terms! 
O ur author then shows how the  perfection of knowledge 
about the things ot the  inner world may, and can only, 
be attained, viz., by the evolution of the  la ten t powers of 
th a t  higher Sell, which the  physical Self brutally represses

*•!A Spiritual • philosophy :-by Babu -'Pcarychaud ;MUtnijF^S.jof uiuyiu. J

and smothers, “ The reason wdiy our Rishis wero more 
successful in their investigations as to the na ture  of the 
soul,” says Babu Pearychand, “ is tha t by the ir  mode of 
living and austerity they fitted themselves to penetrate 
into tlie inner life." The philosophy of Buddhism fully 
recognizes this method of inquiry iu its Dlnjana, and the 
best living Buddhist scholars concede th a t  none other 
than  an A m hat,  th a t  is, a fully developed and illuminated 
ascetic can grasp the  meaning of Nirvana.  Widely diver
gent, therefore, as the Buddhistic and Brahmanic philoso
phies are in many respects, th is  parallelism of thought as 
to the  means of a tta in ing  to the  higher knowledge recon
ciles their  adherents, and hiys out a via media by wliieli 
both may travel in harmony, to search a ft a 1 the Eternal 
Truth.

A  special value is given to Babu Pearycliand’s pam ph
let by his ample quotations from ancient Indian au tho
rities. Modern culture has almost entirely . confined 
metaphysical speculation to the l in e s , of classical aud 
European thought. Thus our educated Asiatic youth, 
equally with those of W estern countries, have been de
prived of the aids of (he sublime atta inm ents of primitive 
Asiatic research, and thus had no proper conception of the 
reverence due by us to those philosophical giants of yore. 
I t  will be the dawning of a brighter day when there shall 
arise an entire class of writers like Babu Pearychand to 
rescue from oblivion those ancient treasures of literature, 
and spread them  before the world’s eye.

The present work contains an account, of some very sur
prising “ communications” in Hindi and Sanskrit given to 
the  Calcutta Spiritualist Association through a “ medium’ 
wholly ignorant of those languages.- There "are also 
frequent quotations of alleged utterances through m e
diums by well-known deceased persons of Europe and 
America, which we would have been glad to see accom
panied with a word of protest aud caution as to the ir  
genuineness. Infinite mischief has, we think, been done 
by this incautious acceptance of pretended communications 
from the great dead before proving their genuineness.

W c have also received a copy of another pamphlet by 
Babu I  earychand—the Bife of Colesworthy Grant, 
Founder and late Honorary Secretaiy of the Calcutta 
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals,— which 
hitter honourable post is now held by the  author 'himself. 
Mr. Grant was an accomplished artist, and, up to a month 
before his death, was Professor of Drawing in the Presi
dency College. In  ] 8 G2 his benevolent instinct led him to 
organize the  Society for the Prevention of Crueltv to 
Animals, and for the next eighteen years lie assiduously 
performed the  duties of Honorary Secretaiy. In  reco 'ni- 
t i o n o f h i s  pre-eminence and disinterested services, °tho 
London Society conferred upon him its diploma, an honour, 
as stated officially by the  President, “ given rarely ami 
only to persons who have distinguished themselves by 
eminent services in our great cause.” I t  is a consolation 
to Hindus, whose religion is the embodiment ol kindness 
to the  brute  creation, tha t  tlie late Mr. Grant is so 
worthily succeeded-by the ir  own countryman, in tlie offieo 
lie held for so mauy years.



T H E  S 1 X - P O I N T E D  A N D  F I V E - P O I N T E D  

S T A R S .

r.V KR1SHXASHANKAR LAIjSHANKAR, KSQ.

In tlic Editor's Nole to the article in the August tiieo- 
flOi’H lST  headed “ The hive-pointed, S la v  , it is explained 
that “like the nix-pointed star which is the figure of the 
macrocosm, the five-pointed star has its own deep symbolic 
significance, for it represents the microcosm. The former— 
tlfe ‘ double triangle ’ composed of two triangles respec
tively white aud hlark—crossed and interlaced and known 
as ‘Solonuii’s Seal ’ in Europe, and as the ' sign of Vishnu ’ 
in India—is made to represent the universal .spirit and 
matter, one white point which symbolizes the former as
cending heavenward, and the two points of the black 
triangle inclining earthward. The pentagram also repre- 
seuts°sp ir i t and matter, but only as manifested upon
earth_emblem of the microcosm  (or the ‘little universe’)
faithfully mirroring in itself the macrocosm ( or the great 
cosmos) it is the sign of the supremacy of human intellect 
or sp ir i t over brutal matter.” And further on it is stated :
*' atul yet there are some proficients who are able to de
monstrate that the five-pointed star, whose points repre
sent the five cardinal limbs or those channels of man—the
head, the two arms and the two legs”..................

N o w  I doubt not but that the Editor must have had 
very good reasons and authoiities to .suppoit the tibo\e 
explanation both of the “ double triangle ” and of the 
pentagram, and I think the readers of the THKOSOI'III.ST 
would*f e e l  very thankful for being enlightened as to such 
reasons and authorities, if there is 110 objection to publish 
them. As for myself, I am particularly desirous to 
know all about these mysterious figures, and the explana
tion or explanations that could be given of their esoteric 
mcaniiif, because I am anxious to ascertain how far such 
explanations coincide or conflict with the meaning that

• I attribute to these figures.  ̂ ^
No doubt the “double triangle” which is known to the 

Western nations as “ Solomon’s Seal ”, and in India as 
Shatkdn Chakram  according to the Vedic
and Tdntrik works, and as the " sign of Vishnu’’—the 
deified preservative energy, according to the P iiran s—

enclosed within a circle as shown 
in the margin—represents sym
bolically the macrocosm, but not 
the macrocosm of tlic duality of
sp ir i t aud m atter I think, as un
derstood in Europe, but the
macrocosm of the dual trinity of
sjririt, matter and space, aud the 
creative, preservative, and destruct

ive energies as understood by the Aryans. Ihe 
three sides of one of the triangles represent respec
tively the universal S p ir i t—intelligence light-— 
Chaitanya—the primitive particles of matter— 
Puramanu—and the all-pervading, eternal, endless sj>acc 
( f̂W^T) Mahakusha—all the three co-existent and with
out a beginning and together, that is to say, blending into 
and intermixing with each other, denote the first Aryan
triad as symbolized by the triangle. The three sides
of the other triangle represent the three giins (2111)—Jtuja, 
Satwa, Tama (^ , tfrf, and or the creative, p re ser 
vative  and ileslmclive energies—the second triad by which, 
according to the Aryan conception, the great cosmos is
interlaced, and is. therefore, called falr'JTTcJ7;F (Trimina.t- ' * \j '
niaka) and which was subsequently in the P u r a n ic  periud 
personified or deified into the three separate deities 
—Brahma, Vishnu, and R u d ra .  The two triangles, crossing 
and interlacing, express the idea of the great universe— 
the macrocosm—the great cosmos, whose six cardinal 
points, viz., the zenith, the zero, (or Nadir) and the four 
points of the compass, are represented by the six points 
of the figure, and the circle surrounding tho whole repre

senting the (rĵ T̂ IoS,) Mahaktda—that is to say, Death.— 
Dcvourer—Time—by which the great cosmos, endless 
though it is, is supposed to be enveloped. The centre as 
well of the central cavity as of the whole figure is consi
dered to be the seat of the (ar̂ 'Tcnra) Avyaktabrahma— 
unmanifestcd Deity—who is without a second, and exists 
hy itself from eternity without a causc and as the final ; 
Causo of Causes. '

It, as you say, the “ double triangle ” “ is made to repre
sent the universal spirit and matter ” only, the objection 
that t-vo sides—or any two things—cannot form a triangle, 
or that a triangle cannot be made to represent one 
thing—a s p i r i t  alone or matter alone—as you appear to 
have done by the distinction of while and black, remains 
unexplained. The idea in that case would have been 
better, moro simply and more correctly expressed by a 
simple Cross.*

The idea of spirit and m<itter crossing aud inter
lacing (space being omitted from the consideration for 
a moment) has not been unknown to the Aryan mystics 
and philosophers; and, iu fact, it is expressed by them 
by a cross, nay even more, by often turning and extend

ing the extremities thus, + , i f i .  &c., they
liave denoted the endlessness alike of the process of this 
multiplication aud of the expansion of the great cosmos. 
The cross_(Snftla) is the sign of R u d ra  or the deified
destructive energy.

If, again, one u'hite point ascending heavenward sym
bolizes the spirit as you iiave stated, what do the two 
other white points signify ? f

Moreover, in conceiving aud grasping the sublime 
idea of the great cosmos, any thought of upward or 
downward, or sideward, or heavenward or earthward, 
would seem to be not only revolting, but unreal and 
calculated to spoil the whole clfcct ; nor have I at 
least ever anywhere met with the idea of 011c triangle 
being white and the other black to denote distinction 
between spir it and m atter  in the figure. All the sides 
of the “double triangle” aud all its six points are supposed 
to be of equal importance, and yet while your explana
tion refers to one point of the white aud two points 
of the black triangle, it is silent about the remaining 
three points of the two triangles ; neither any explana
tion is given of tiie three sides of each of the “ double 
triangle ” or of the circle surrounding the figure (1.)

' As regards the pentagram or the ’j??r'IT,(Panchakoim) , 
it will bo observed that it is composed of five triangles 
inter-woven into each other, viz., ADG, UEJ, CGK, FJC,

A
and HAE, (vide the figure iu the margin); 
live sides or lines, viz.,—-AE, EJ, 
JO, CJ, and GA; dec outer points, viz., 
—A, 0, E, G, ami J ; five inner points, 
vi:. ,—13, D, E, 11, and K ; aud five inner 
lines, viz., ED, DE, Eil, I1K, and KB,

thus making /ice times j iv e  (a number otherwise corre
sponding with tiio twenty-five elements maicing a living 
human ercatiuc) j Now I understand that the five 
triangles symbolize the —Panchaniahabhuta—
the live gross elements : earth, water, fire, wind, and ether— 
the ihree sides of each triangle signifying the triple nature
of each element; the five lines represent the _
l'anchamalntpr;uia—the five vital airs,—namely, tho 
ascending and descending airs, and the airs of circulation, 
assimilation and respiration; the five outerpoints denote tho 

—Panchakanuendriya—the five organs of action;

* The Mundano cross of tho Egyptians doos represent th is.—E d. T heos* 
•j* Spirit fallen into generation or m ixed with m atte r.—E d, T hkos.

J  T h o  to r r e s t r i n l  p r in e ip lo a — 25, i . e . ,  5 s u b d iv i s io n s  of  cnch  of  t h o  5 p r i n 
c i p l e s — th o  Gtli a n d  7 th  o i t h c r  m e r g i n g  i n t o  o n k ,  o r  t h o  s ix th  b o in g  a im ih i*  
la to d  ( “  f r a g m e n ts  of Ouculfc T r u th  " O ctober n u m b o r.)—E d . Theos,



the five inner points indicate the — Panchadnya-
nendnya— the five senses of in te l lec t ; the  five inner lines 
represent the — Panchakosha or the  five-fold screen,
so to say, (  — Annamaya,— — Prannamaya

-Manomaya-RfTl^i7?T,-V'(' nyfinaniayn ~alK  ̂
Anandamaya) in the centre of the  cavity formed by 
which, the A tm a — the manifested B rahm a — has its seat; 
and the whole— the entire figure— represents the  micro
cosm— the little universe— the inner world of individual 
living' Vicing. This figure. I  believe, is the sign of Brahma, 
the  deified creative energy.

I f  the five points of the  pentagram  represen t the  five 
cardinal limbs of the hum an body, and if there  aro pro
ficients who can demonstrate this, it  is to  be greatly de
sired tha t  some one a t  least of these proficients will make 
the demonstration to satisfy the sceptics who may be of 
different opinions. Can it  be satisfactorily explained thn t  
the  figure A B C D E F G H JK A  represent the ^ 5^  (Stlifi- 
ladeha) or the  material body ; the central cavity, the 

( Lingadeha ) or (F$JT \% )—  Snksham adeha— the 
etherial b o d y ; and the  central point, the  seat where the 
Spirit  or A tm a  resides ?

As far as I  understand, the Shatkon represents the  great 
universe /■gsrfr)—Brahmiinda—the whole endless 
— Mahfikiisha— with all the planetary and stellar worlds 
contained in i t ;  the Panchkon  represents the little  u n i
verse— the individual (Ghatakasha) of living crea
tures with all its paraphernalia ; and the  cross represents 
the duality of spirit  and matter.

The Shatkon, as far as I  know, is the  best chosen 
of all the various forms of Kiinds prescribed for sacri
ficial fire when performing the several l̂ njT) Y adna and 
Yaga ceremonies according to the V cdas. '1 he Shall  oti, the 
Panrhkon  and the cross, are, moreover, the  three most 
sacred symbolic figures, both according to the Vcdie. and 
the  T an tr ik  systems of the religion of the Aryas.

I  th ink it  may be possible to find quotations from the 
Vedas aud the Upawi shads or from the  Tantri.li works 
calculated to support, modify or enlarge any in terpre ta
tions of these figures, bu t  I  am both unable and incom
peten t to undertake the task. I t  is to be hoped some 
learned Pandit  or an initiate srotra or sa l t  a  will 
take the m atter  in hand, and give 11s a be tter  and 
more satisfactory explanation. In  the meantime
I should be very glad to learn what others m ight have 
to say 011 the  subject, because I  need hardly say th a t  
w hat I  have stated above, cannot be said to be authori
tative, and, therefore, requires to be discussed aud settled.

Bombay, 23rd August.

O U R  A N S W E R

O u r authorit ies for representing tlie pentagram or tlie five- 
pointed star ns the microcosm, aiul the six-pointed double trianglo 
as the macrocosm, arc nil the hcst. known W estern K a h a b s ts — 

meiliiRvnl aiul modern. Eliplins Levi. (A b b e  O onstant)  and, we 
believo. Kimrntli, one of tlio greatest occultists o f  (lie pnst ngea, 
give their  reasons for it. In  H a rg ra v e  J e n n in g s ’ llosicrucians 
the correct cu t  of  the microcosm w ith  man in tho centro 
of the Pentagram is given. T h e re  is no objection w hatever
lo  publish their speculations save 0110— tho Inek o f  space in our 

journal, as it. would necessitate an enormous am ount of explana
tions to m ake their esoteric meaning clear. B u t  room will 
always bo found to corrcet a few natural misconceptions 
which may arise in the minds of some of  our readers, owing to 
th e  necessary b revity  of our editorial notes. So long ns tho 
question raised provokes 110 discussion to show tho interest 
taken in tho subjcct,  theso notes touch bu t  superficially upon 

every question. T h e  excellcuce of  the above-published paper, 

end tho nr any valuable rem arks contained in it, afford us now 
an opportunity for correcting such errors in the au th o r’s mind.

A s  understood in tho W est, Spirit nnd Matter havo for 

tho real Kabalists tlieir chief symbolical meaning, in the 
respective colours of the two interlaced triangles and relate 

in no ways to any of the lines which bind tlio figuros thein-

selvcs. T o  the Kabnlist, nnd herm etic  philosopher, everv th ing  

in nature npnenrs under a tr iune aspect ; every th in e  is a 
m ultiplicity  and tr inity  in unity, nnd is represented by him so 

symbolically in various geometrical figures. “ God geome
t rizes” says Plato. T h e  “T h ree  Kabalistic F aces” arc t.he “ T h ree  
L ig h ts ” nnd the “  T h re e  Lives” of f.n-Sopji ( th e  P arabrahm a 
of tho W estern s )  also called tho “  Central  Invisible Sun.” T he  

“ U niverse  is bis Spirit ,  Soul nnd Body ”, bis “ T h ree  E m a 
nations”. This  tr iune nature— the purely Spiritual the purely 

]\fti/rriitl and the Middle natu re  for imponderable matter, of 

which is composed m an ’s astral soul) are represented 
bv the equilateral  triangle whose three sides are equal, 
because these three principles nre diffused t.l iron "bout, the 

universe in equal proportions ; and the O n e  LaW  iu 

nature being perfect l\t)i:ir.iniiinM— they aro eternal 

and co-existent. T h o  W estern symbol,igv then, with a trifling 
variation, is identically the snme ns (lint oft l ie  Arvans. Names 

mnv vnrv. and trifling details  added, but the fundamental ideas 

nre the same. 'I'lle double trinnirle representing symbolical
ly. the M acd o co sm . or great. universe, eon tains in itself 

hos-p'cs the idea of the duolih/ fas shown in the two colours, 

nnd tirn tr iangles— the universe of ^ p r r r  nnd that, of M a t t k t i )

— tbo^e o f  tbo U n ity ,  of the Trin ity ,  o f  the Pvthagorenn 

Ti'TrtACTTS— the perfect Gn u n rc—and up (.0 the Dodecagon 
nnd the Dodecahedron. T he  ancient. Chaldean Kab'dists.—- 
th e  piasters nnd inspircrs of tbo .TcwNh Kabnla— wore not 
tbo Anlhropoinorphites of  the. Old T e cfamont. or thoso o f  

the present day. T lie ir  E n - S o p i i—-the Endless ami th« 
Boundless— “ has a form nnd then bo lias 110 form.” savs 
the l ’o k of the Snhar* anil forthwith explains, the riddln 
by addin" : “ T h e  Invisible assumed a form when he called
the universe into existence,” i. e.. tbo D eity  can onlv bo seen 

nrd  conceived of in ohieelive nature-— pure  pantheism. T h e  
three sides of tbo tri«ngloR represent to the Occultists us to 

tho A rvans— spirit, 1natter, and middle nature ( th e  la t ter  

identical in its meaning with spare}-, lienee also.— tho a  en
tire, preservative, and destructive energies, typified in t.lio 

“ T hree  L ig h ts ”. T h e  first light, infuses intelligent, 
conscious life th ro u g h o u t  the universe, thus answering to 

the creative energy ; the second light, produces incessantly 
forms out. of cosmic pre-existent m atter  and within tlio cosmic ’ 
circle, hence is the preservative energy ; the third light 

produces the whole universe of gross physical m a t te r  ; and, 
as the la t ter  keeps gradually  receding from the central 

spiritual light, its brightness wanes, nnd it becomes Darkness 
or k v i l .  leading to Death. H ence it. becomes tbo destructivt 
energy, which we find over a t  work 011 forms nnd shapes,—  
the tem p o ral )’ nnd the changing. T he  Three Kabalistic 
Faces f' f  the “ a n c ie n t  o f t l i e  Ancient,”— who “ has 110 fnce” 

nre the A ry an  deities— respectively called Brahma, Vishnu, 
nnd lindra 01 Sira. The. double trinnglo of the K abalists  
is enclosed within a circle represented by n serpent, swal

lowing its own tail (E g y p tia n  emblem of tho e tern ity )  and 

sometimes by a slnipln circle (See the Theosophical Seal.) 
T h e  only diflcrenco wc can sec between the A rv an  nnd 
the W estern  symbology of the double tr iangle—ju d g in g  by 

the au th o r’s explanation— lies in his omission to notice the 

profound and special meaning in tha t which he term» 
“ the zenith nnd tho zero” i f  we understand hun rightly .  
W ith  the W estern  K abalists— the apex of tlio w hite  triangle 
loses i t celf  ( ihe  meaning being th e  same in the E g y p tia n  

pyramidV|- in the zenith, the world of pure immateriali ty  or 
unalloyed spirit, wliilc the.lower angle of  the black tr ian g le!  
pointing downward towards the nadir shows— to use a very  

prosnic phrase of the mediaival I le rm c tis ts — pure or ra th e r  
“ im pure m atter” as th e  “  gross purgations of the celestial 

fire”— S pir it— drawn into the vortex of annihilation, thnt lower 
world, where forms and shapes nnd conscious life disappear (o 

bo dispersed nud return  to the mother fount— cosmic matter. 
So with the central point,  and (lie central cavity, w hich  accord
ing to the P u ran ic  teaching “  is considered to be th e  scat of 
the — A vynk tab rah m a— or th e  unmanifested D eity”.

•  .S'.)/.((/■— H ook o f  S p l e n d o u r ,  w r i t t o n  b y  S y m e o n  B e n  Io ch a i ,  in  t h e  f i r s t  
c e n t u r y  Jl. 0  ; accord in '*  to  o t h e r s  in t h e  y e a r  80 A. I>.

+ A W e n c h  f trch. 'eolo^ is t of  s o m e  r e n o w n ,  D r. I t e b o ld ,  shows t h «  p r e a t  
c u l t u r e  o f  t h e  E ^ ry p t ia n s  5,1)00 11. C., l\y s t a t i n g  u p o n  v a r io u s  a u t h o r i t i e s  
t h n t  t h e r o  w c r a  at, t h a t  t i m e  no  loss  t h a n  “ t h i r t y  o r  f o r t y  c o l leg es  o f  t h »  
i n i t i a t e d  p r i e s t s  w h o  s t u d i e d  o c c u l t  s c ie n c e s  an t i p r a c t i c a l  m a g i c . ”

t  In  t h e  A n . jn s t  N u m b e r  (1881) of  t h o  TUrosorni 'T a m i s t a k e  has crept 
i n  w h ic h  h as  no w  to  b e  c o r r e c t e d .  On pnjre  210 ( s e c o n d  c o l u m n ,  l i n s  
] 6 th  o f  t h o  K tlifu r ’t X o tt 'i  i t  is s a i d —“ th e  Uco p o i n t s  of i t s  b l a c k  
t r i a n g l o  i n c l in i n g  e a r t h w a r d  ”  w h e r e a s  i t  o u g h t  to  r e a d — t h o “  low tr  p o i n t  
of  i t s  b la c k  t r i a n g l o "  l i n c e  t h e  b l a c k  t r i a n g l e  lias  i t s  tw o  a n k l e t  f o r i c i u ^  
i t s  baso  rtTcrped. '



Tlio Occultists .who generally draw the figure thns, instead of

n simnle central. rrpometnenl Point.
( which, having neither lenirth. breadth 
por thicknecc, venrosentp fho invicihle 
“ Central ?un.” the lindit of tho “ nn- 
manifesfed doilv”  ̂oOon place thp eri/x 
ctrtsala. ( thp handled pros? nr (hp
Fgvptian Tau"). nt flip zenith  of which, 
instead nf a mere upright. IIiip (Iipv 

, sulipt.if 11 1p<1 ii circle—svmhol nf limil-
uncreated Space. which cross thus modified has pearlr  

thp same significance ns tho “ mundane cross ” of Iho ancient

' F,£vp»inn T-Tormptists, a props within, a eirole. 
Therefore. it is erroneous to sav thnt. (Iip E d i
torial note stated (hat. tho double triangle re
presented “ Spirit. and matter o n ly ” for it re

presents so many emblems that n volume would not suffice 
to explain them. • . '

Savs our crit ic: “ Tf. ns you sav, the douhlp triangle is 
made to represent tho universal spirit and mattpr onlv, tho ob
jection thnt two sides— or anv two t.h’ngs— cannot form a tri
angle, or that a triangle cannot he made to represent one— a 
s/tirit alone, or matter nlonp—-as von appear to hare done hv the 
distinct ion of white and blaek—  remains unexplained.” 'Relieving 
that wo have now sufficiently explained somo of tlio difficulties, 
ami shown that the Western Kahalists alwav* regarded the 
“ trinity in nnit.v’’ and vice versa, we may add that the Pythago
rean5 have explained away tho “ ohiect.ion ” p.sppoi'dlv insisted 
imori liv thp writer of the ahovp. words, about 2 r)00 vpars a?o. 
Tho sacred numbers of that, pc.lioM— whoso cardinal idpa wns 
that there existed a permanent, principle of unity beneath all 
the fnrces anil phenomenal chni|i?e= of the universe.— did not, 
Include the number twn or the tin ml  among tlio others. The 
Pythagoreans refused to recognize that, number, oven as an nb- 
Flract idea, precisely 011 thnt, ground that in peom.el.rv it, was 
impossible to construct a figure with only two straight linop. 
Tt is obvious thnt for symbolical purposes tho number cannot, L»o 
identified with any circumscribed figure, whether a piano or a 
solid geometric figuro ; and thus as it could not, bo mado to 
represent, a unity in a multiplicity as any .other polygonal 
figure can. it could not bn regarded as a sacred, number. The 
number hen represented in geometry by a double horizontal lino
-------nml in the Ionian  numerals by a double perpendicular lino
] [ n i r l  a linn having length, tint, not breadth or . thickness it 
hnd to have another numeral added t.o .it, before it, could bo 
accepted. ](. ip hut in coniunotiou with number one that, be
coming the equilateral triangle, it ean bo calk'd a figure. Tt, 
becomes, therefore, evident why, having to svmbolizo snieil 
smA m.it/er— Iho Alpha and the O m ega in Ihe Cosmos— the Iler- 
melisls had to uso two triangles interlaced— both a “ trinity in 
unity”—making the former to typify “ spirit.”— white with chalk 
•—and Ihe latter tvpifving “ m a tte r”— black, with charcoal. .

To the question, what, do the two other white points signify, if 
the one “ white point ascending heavenward symbolizes spirit ”— 
■Wc answer thnt, according to tho Kabnlists, tlio two lower points 
feignify “ spirit, falling into generation.” i. e. tlio pure divine 
spark already mixed with tho matter of tho phenomenal world. 
The same explanation holds good for t.lio two black angles 
of the horizontal line ; both of t.he third points, showing one— 
the progressive puiitieat.ion of spirit, and the other— the. pro
gressive grossncps of matter. Again, to say that, “ any thought, 
of upward or downward ” in “ the.sublime.idea of the Cosmos” 
seems “ not only revolting but. unreal.” is. to object to any
thing abstract being symbolized in a concrete image, '['lion 
why not make away with all the signs altogether, including 
tlmt, of Vishnu and with all the learned Puranie explanations 
thereof given by the writer ? And why should the Kabalis-  
tic. idea be more revolting than that of “ Death— Dcvourer—  
Time,” the latter word being a svnonvmof Endless Eternity—  
■loprcfcnl.ed by a circle surrounding tho double triangle ? 
Strange inconsistency and one, moreover, which clashes entirely 

'with Ihe rest of the article ! I f  the writer lias not met “anywhere 
with the idea of one triangle being while and the other hlack ” 
it is simply because I10 has never studied, nor probably even 
scon the writings of the Western Kahalists aud t.licir illustrations.

Tlio' above explanations given by us contain the key to tho 
Pythagorean general formula of unity in multiplicity, the o n r  
evolving Ihe many, and pervading tho many and tho whole. 

..Their mystic D e c a d  1 -f-2+3-(-4 =  10, expresses the entire

idea ; it is not onlv far from being “ revolting” but it. is positively 
sublime. The O ne is the Dei tv, tho T w o mutter, the figu re 
so despi ed by them as matter perse  can never be. a conscious 
unity)* til ' 1 TiIiiKis t or Tmingle ) combining ftfonad  and J)na.d, 
partaking f tin* nature of both becomes Ihe triad or the pheno
menal world. Tho Tetrad or snc.red t k t " A k t (.s, the form of 
perfection with the Pythagoreans, expresses at, the same time 
the emptiness of all— maya ; while the. Dkcad. or sum of all, 
involves the entire cosmos. “ flic universe is iho, combination 
of a thousand elements and yet. the expression of a single ele
m en t—absolute harmony or spirit—a chaos to the sense, a perfect 

. cosmos to reason '.vestv in Isis Unveiled.. Pvthagoras learned 
his philosophy in India. Hence, the similarity in tho fundamen
tal ideas of the ancient Brahmanieal 'Initiates and the’ Pvthn. 
gorists. And when defining the Sha/ko».. Ihe writer says it. “ rep^e. 
seats the great uni verse— I Hralimauda'l— the whole ending 
37̂ rr^T$T (Mahakasha)—-with all the planetary and stellar worlds 
cont lined iu it,” lio only repeats iu other words the explanation 
given by Pythagoras aud the 'Hermetic philosophers of tho 
hexagonal star or the Double Triangle ” as shown above. :

Nor do we find it very diffiouU to fill up the gan left in our 
brief note in the August, .number as to the “ remaining thrcfe 
points of the two triangles ” and the three sides of each of tho 
“ double triangle” or of the circle surrounding the figure. As tho 
Hermet.ists symbolised every thing visible aud invisible ' they 
could not but do so for the macrocosm  in its completeness. The 
Pyihagorists who included in their D ec a d  tho entire cosmos,

held the number 12 in still 
higher reverence ns it, repre-- 
sen ted the facrcd Tctraktis 
multiplied by three, which 
gsve a trinity of perfect 
squares called .Tclradsi' The 
Hermetic philosophers • or 
Occultists following in their 
pteps represented this number 
]2  in the “DoubleTriangle”—. 
tho great, universe or the 
Macrocosm  as shown in tli'is 

Q • fii,ure, aud ineluded . in it tho
■ • ' I

.pentagram, or tho microcosm— called by them — tho little 
universe. ■ • , ■ ,

Dividing tho twelve letters of tho outer angles into four 
groups of triads, or three groups of Tctraktis. they obtained 
the dodecagon, the regular geometric, polygon, • bounded by 
ttvclre equal sides and containing tivelnc equal angles whicji 
symbolized with the. ancient. Chaldeans—the twelve “ gront 
gods ’f  and with the. Hebrew Kahalists the ten Sephiroths, or 
ereativs powers of Nature, emanated from Sephira (Divine 
Light) he rself the. chief Sephiroth nud emanation from llakom a,  
the Supreme Wisdom, the {un manifested. wisdom) and Ev-S r'u 
the endless ; viz., three groups of Triads of tho ' Sephiroths 
and a fourth Triad, composed of Scphira, Fn-Soph, and 
“ H akom a” the ,Supreme Wisdom “ that cannot be understood 
by reflection,” and which lies concealed within  nml without. 
the cranium of Long ' Face,” J the uppermost, head of tho 
upper triangle formed th e '  “ Three Kabalistic, ‘Fac<5s.” making 
up tho twelve. Moreover, the twelve, figures' give two 
squares or the double tctraktis  fepi'orenting in the Pytha
gorean symbology the two' worlds— the spiritual and the phy
sical, the 18 inner and G central angles, yield, besides 24, 
twieo the snored maorocosmic nu'niber, or tho 21  “ divine 
nnmanifested powprs.” These it would he impossible to enu
merate iu so short n space. Besides it i s ' f a r  more reasonable 
iu our ilnys of scepticism to follow the bint, of ItUnbliehus, 
.who says, that “ the divine powers always felt indignant with 
those who rendered manifest, th e ' composition of the. icosta-
— — -------  ---------------  --------1—"—‘------------  --------------:
# Sco in Knpila’s Sankhya—Purushn an<.l Prakriti : Only t.he two conib'moil 

when forming a perform ing unity  can manifest themselves in this 
■ worlil of senses f

+ A c co rd in g  to  H a u l ' s  \ i t a r o y a  B r a h m a n a m .  t h e  H i n d u  morm.i ( m i n d )  
o r  I 'haj ravanfc c r e a t e s  nr* m o r e  t h a n  t h e  P y t h a p o r i a n  : H e  e n t o r s
th o  0£ g  of  t h e  w or ld  a n d  e m a n a t e s  f r o m  i t  as  l i rahrn .  as  i t s e l f  (B h a i r a v a n t )  
h a s  n o  fir.st c a a so  (ap f t ry a ) .  f i r a h m  as  P r a ja p iU i  m a n i f e s t s  h im a o l f  as 
t h o  a n d r o g y n e  S c p h i r a  f i r s t  o f  a l l  a s  t h e  t e n  S c p h i r o t h s  d o —as  tw e l r o  
b o d ie s  or  a t t r i b u t e s  w h ic h  a r o  r e p r e s e n t e d  h y  tb o  t w e l r o  p o d s  s v m h f ) .  
l iz in g  l - - l i' i ro ,  2, — tb o  S im ,  3 — S o m a ,  4 —all l i v in g  • B e in g s ,  5 — V a y u j  — 
D e a t h ,  — S iv a , 7 — E a r t h ,  8 - H e a v e n ,  9 — A g n i ,  lO — A d i t y a , ,  1 1 — M \n d  
l 2  —th o  g r o a t  I n f in i to  C y c le  w h ic h  is n o t  t o  h e  s t o p p e d .  '  Thfs , 
w i th  a  i e w v a r i a t i o n s  is p u r e l y  t h o  K a b a l i s t i c  i d o a  of  t h e  S c p h i r o t h i .  . *

J  Id ra  Rabbsu VJ, p. 58, , , 1 , . * . ... , ,,j



gon tts"  viz., who delivered tlic method of inscribing in a 
sphero tlio dodecahedron— ono of the five  solid figures iu 
Geometry, contained tinder twelve equ-d nnd regular pent a- 
pons,  tlio scerct Kabnlistie meaning of which our opponents 
would do well to study.

1 In addition to all tlmt, ns shown in the *’ Double triangle ” 
above, the pentagram in it.s centre gives 11 Hi key to ihe 
meaning of the Hcrmetic philosophers and Kabalists. So well 
known nml spread is that, double siyd lliat it may be found over 
the out ranee, door of tho L ha-K liang  ( temple containing 
liuddhist images nnd statues ) in every Gong-pn  (lamasery) 
nml often over tho relic-cupboard, willed in Tibet Doong-ting. 
Tho mediaeval Kabalists give us in their writ inns the key to 
its meaning. “ Man is a liltle world inside llio great universe.” 
teaches Paracelsus. “ A microcosm, within Iho macrocosm, 
like n fiotus, ho is suspended by his three principal spirits in 
tho matrix of the universe These three spirits arc described 
us double:— (1) The spirit of-iho  Elements (terrestrial body 
nnd vital principle) ; (21 the spirit, of the stars (sidereal or astral 
body and will  governing i t ) ;  (3) tho spirits of the spiritual 
world (the animal and tho spiritual souls)— the. seventh  principle 
being an almost immaterial spirit or the divino Autocides, 
Atma,  represented by the central point., which corresponds to 
the human navel. This seventh principle is the Personal  God 
of every man, sny the old Western and Eastern Occultists.

Therefore, the explanations given by our critic of t.he Sha tliu a 
nnd Panchhon, rather corroborate than destroy our theory. 
Speaking of the five triangles composed of “ five times Jive ” 
or 25 points, he remarks of the pentagram that. it. is a “ number 
otherwiso corresponding with Ihe twenty-live elements making 
n living human creature.” Now we suppose that by “elements” 
the writer means just what the KabalMs say when they 
toaoh that, the emanations of tbo 24 divine “ unnianifested 
powers” the “ nnexist.ing” or “ Ceulral P o in t” being the 25th — 
make a perfect human being ? But in what other respect 
does the above sentence— without disputing upon the relative 
value of tho words “ element” and “ emanation ’’— strength
ened moreover as wc find it by the author’s additional remark 
that “ the entire figure” of the microcosm., the inner world
of individual living being........a figure whieh is the sign of
Brahma, tho deified creative energy ”— in what respect, we 
nsk, does it clash so much with our stating that some proficients 
(in Hermetic philosophy) and Kabalists regard the five points 
of iho pentagram as representing the live cardinal limbs of 
the human body ? We are tin ardent disidple or follower of the 
JVestcrn Kabalists ; yet, we maintain that in this they are right. 
I f  tbe twenty-five elements represented by the five-pointed 
star, make up “ a living human creature ” then these elements 
are all vital, whether mental or physical, and the figure sym
bolizing “ creative energy "gives ihe more force to tlio Kaba- 
listic idea, livery one of the five gross elements— earth, water 
fire, air (or “ wind ” ) and ether-—enters into the composition 
of man ; and whether wo say, “ five organs of action ” or the 
“ five limbs ” or “ yet the five senses” it will always amount 
to splitting hairs, for it means all one and the same thing. 
Most undoubtedly the '‘ proficients” enuld explain, at least 
us satisfactorily their claim, as the writer controverts .nml 
denies it, by explaining his. In the Codex Nazarieus— the 
most, Kabrdistie of books, the Supreme King of Light and the 
chief iEon— M a K O ,  emanates the five TEons— ho himself with 
tho Lord Ferho— (the “ unknown formless life ” of whieh he 
is an emanation) making up the seven whieh typify again tho 
seven principles in Man— the five being purely material aud 
semi-material, ami the higher two almost immaterial and spirit
ual  (Sec Fragments of Occult Truth  in October number). 
Five refulgent r;>ys of light, proceed from each of tho 
seven JKons, five of these shooting through the head, 
the two extended hands, nnd the two feet, of Man  repre
sented in tlie five-pointed star, one enveloping him as with a 
mist and the seventh settling liko a bright star over his 
head. The illustration may be seen in several old books upon 
tho Code j: Nazarwns  nml t.he Kahala. What wonder, that 
electricity or animal magnetism passing most, powerfully from 
the five cardinal limbs of man, and tbo phenomena of what is 
now called “ mesmeric ” force having been studied in the tem
ples of ancient Egypt, and Greece and mastered as it may never 
hope to be mastered in our agq of idiotic and a priori  denial, 
the old Kabalists nnd philosophers who symbolized every power 
in nature, should for reasons perfectly evident for those who 
know anything of tho arcane sciences and tho mysterious 
rcl ‘;itions which exist between numbers, figures, and ideas, have

chosen to represent “ the f iv e  cardinal limbs of m an”— the head, 
the two arms and the t wo legs—in tho five points of the pen
tagram ? Eliphas Levi, the modern Ivabalist, goes as far, if not 
further than his ancient, and mediaival brethren ; for, he says 
in his Dcgme et Rituel de la Haute Magie  ( p. 175 ).:— “ The 
Kabalistic use of the pentagram can determine the countcnance 
of unborn infants, aud an initiated woman might givo to her 
son the features of Nereus or Achilles, as thoso of Louis XV. or 
Napoleon.” Tho as tra l  light of the Western occultists is the 
ahasa of the Hindus. Many of tho latter will not study its 
mysterious correlations, neither under the guidanco of initiated 
Kabalists nor that of their own initiated Brahmans, preferring 
to Pragna Paramita— their own conceit. And yet both c i is t  
and are identical, the idiotic nnd ignorant, denials of J ,  K. the 
London “ Adept ” notwithstanding.

O C C U L T  TELEGRAPnV.
Owing to the dishonesty of many mediums and public 

incredulity, a new apparatus called “ A  Tablet for Spirit 
Telegraphy,” lias ju s t  been invented and presented by a 
spiritist to tho Scientific Society for Psychological Studies 
of Paiis for trial. The illustration of the machine, 
destined to supersede “table-turning” is borrowed from the 
Revue Spirite. I t  is certainly calculated, i f  it works ,— to 
stagger the most ingrained sceptic, as it precludes entirely 
any possibility of fraud.

As shown in the illustration below, the tablet is com
posed of a series of wooden square pieces of light wood, 
hinged on by their upper side to the frame-work of 
the tablet. Metal hinges— to prevent their rusting—are 
replaced by small pieces of very supple and strong silk, 
the squares being made to open like the lid of a box 
as indicated by tiie square marked with the letter 11.

A 0 d D E V 6
II 3 j I t i f M N

f o | T U
V X Y z 0 1 2i

T T jT jT y T S

Every lid, as shown, has a le tter  of the alphabet on 
it. I f  the persons present form a “ circle,” they must 
place their hands upon the outside margin of the central 
square, and without touching it. The whole apparatus 
is simply a povtable square piece, made to be laid upon 
a table like any ordinary chess-board. No invention 
has hitherto answered better its purpose, since with 
“ plauchette ”— the medium and experimenters present 
were always open to the accusation of moving the object 
with their  own hands; or, as modern dictionaries gra
phically express i t— “ table-turning........was commonly
ascribed to tho muscular force of persons in connection 
with the objects moved.” B u t this engine, besides 
inquiring very moderate mediumistic power— as bu t one



small, lettered lid lias to raise itself a t  a, time, instead 
of a heavy table, or a too liglit phmche.Ue— saves much 
time and power, permits whole sentences to he rapidly 
formed, and, what is far more essential, forbids entirely 
nny suspicion of confederacy or fraud. For tho benefit 
of the incredulous, the tablet m ight be raised upon four 
ordinary table-legs, so as to be seen from its four sides 
(the lettered squares, occupying, of course, the whole 
thickness of the tablet) and affording the opportunity  for 
sceptics, who may so desire, to sit under the tabic' and 
watch the  process .of the lids being lifted up without 
any visible agency. The wood of which the  tabh 't  is 
made must he of the lightest. Tlie cost of the whole 
apparatus not exceeding a few rupees, any ono in Ind ia  
m ight try  his or her mediumistie or ra ther magnetic poAvers, 
and so ascertain whether the alleged phenomena of 
apparently intelligent communications  through tables is 
a delusion or a reality.

In  these days of a  p r i o r i  denial, the  primary quest ion 
is not so much to ascertain the  nature  of the agency at 
work, as to give to sceptics every proof tha t  such phenomena 
do happen and are not only possible, but quite  common.

(C'onUuuct l f rom  tlio Ins t m in ih e r . )

A N T I Q U I T Y  O F  T H E  V E D A S .

UV K1MSHXA SHASTRI OODBOLK.

A l lY A S  H A D  B E T T l 'A l  M E T H O D S .

18. The ancient Aryas folloAvcd N a tu re  in measuring 
time. Tho mean length of a civil or natural day is 24 hours, 
or 00 ghatis (v ide  para 7, Sesha 3 8 ), and tha t  of a sidereal 
day is. 23h. 50m. 409s. (vide  I lym cr 's  Astronomy, page 
121), and the difference between tho two is 3m. ">.Vf)ls. or 
3'932m. ;and by dividing 24 hours by this daily difference of 
3'932m., we get 300 (sidereal) days ; th a t  is, a star rising 
Avith the Sun on a certain day, Avil1 rise again with tho 
Sun 300 days after. I t  is, hence, a more appropriate m ea
sure of a solar-sidereal year than the one referred to above, 
and is given in the Sesha-Jyotisha, verse 28 (vide  para 7).

Again, the lengths of a lunation and a lunar-sidereal 
month are approximately 29 ' and 27/, days (properly 2!)d. 
]2h. 44m. 2.S0s., and 27d. 71i. 43m. ll*i>4s. (viile  I lym er’s 
Astronomy, page 251), and a lustrum contains (."> x 3 0 0  =  ) 
1830 days (vide  verse 28). Dividing 1830 by 2 9 i  and 27..', 
we get 02 »*„- and GO 3t. In a period of five years, the re 
fore, there are approximately 02 lunations and 07 lunar- 
sidereal months. These very figures are given in verse 
31st of the Sesha-Jyotisha (not found in Lagadha).

n \  \  \\
“ In a cyclc there aro ((>0-1-1 — ) 01 Suvnna or civil, 

(0 0  +  2 =  ) 0 2  lunar, and (0 0  +  7 = )  07 astral or lunar- 
sidereal months ; 0 0  being the  num ber of solar months 
in tlie same period. Every one of these months is divided 
into 30 equal parts Avhieh arc its days. A  solar month 
contains a civil month and a ha lfday ,  i. c., 30', days. An 
astral or sidereal month is tho lime taken by the moon 
in going round all the  asterisms.’

Tims A v e  see tha t  the lengths of a lunation and sidereal 
month arc J |fM . =  29d. 12h. 23 / tiu. and ’ ” nd. =  27d. 7h.
3 1!Sin.

iNow the Sun takes 300 days to go over 27 asterisms 
or 300°, and hence he takes 2— =13Cl days to traverse the 
space of one asterism or 13° 20' ; and the moon makes (i7 
revolutions in the period of live years or .1830 days, and 
hence the time she takes to go over an asterism is JR:!0 _

ii/ X T,
, 1 8 3 0 x  003 1 8 30x  9 ' , nl, , , ^days, or —  —  ■ —■- = — -=— = 0 1 0  kalns, 01 .1. day 7 

t)l x  2 / 2 / , ‘
kalas. Tlie same avc find in verse 39 of the Sesha or
18th of the Lagadha Jyotisha.

ll ^  ll .

“ Tlie moon goes from one asterism to the other in a day 
and 7 kalAs or 010 kalas, and the Sun in 13H days. Kashtha 
is a period of time required in uttering 5 (long) letters.”

As has been stated before in para 9, there are two inter
calary months, ono in the middle and tile other at the 
end of every cycle of five, years, viz., the 31 st and 02nd 
lunation. This is distinctly stated in verse 37 of the 
Sesha-Jyotisha (not found in the Lagadha).

Cs.
n ^  11

“ As there arc two intercalary months in the middle 
and ai the end (of an age), a lunar month is less than a 
solar month by its uVnd part. Tho same is true of the 
lunar and solar days.” For tlie civil months in a cyclc are 
01 and the lunar 02 ; and hence 01 days are equal in 
length to 02 lunar days or tithis..

The proportionate lengths of a solar, lunar, and sidereal
days aro shown in verse 29 of the Sesha-Jyotisha which ap
pears to be distorted.

'  11 11 .
This ought to be—

II ^  ||

" The time from sun-rise to sun-risc is the length of 
a civil day. A solar day is greater, and a lunar and a side
real day is respectively loss than a civil day by its u n t i l ,  

n’siid, and V.th (properly ifft.h) part. For 1800 solar days = 
1830 civil days = 1800  lunar days = 2010  sidereal days
(See, verse 31).

Now a civil day consists of 124 lavas according to
• 124 1Clarea : and hence a solar day contains 124 + —-- = 12G - 

0  ’ J 0 0  lo
194lavas ; a lunar day or ti thi 124 — = 122 lavas, and a

sidereal day 124—
J 07

02
00112' - lavas.
07

We find all

these measures in (l irga quoted hy Somnkara, the com
mentator 011 the Jyotisha by Sesha..

^ r ^ i r r r i r ^ w w ^  ll \  ll 
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11 \ \ n
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This extract is given by Professor Max Miiller in bis 
Preface to Rigveda-samhita, Vol. IV. ( pages, liii— Ivi), but 
there lie makes a day consist of 2 1  hundred (2 1 0 0 ) instead 
of 2 1  plus hundred ( 1 2 1 ) lavas, a solar day of 2 0  hundred 
(2G00) instead of 2G plus hundred aud plus rs  (L2G v,-,) 
lavas, a t t thi  of 2 2  hundred instead of 2 2  plus hundred 
(122) lavas, and a sidereal day of ."3200 instead of 112 J? 
lavas ; a misunderstanding which m ight have been easily 
avoided, and which he appears to have fallen into by 
mere oversight.

From verses 8,38, and 28 given in para  7, we learn tha t 
tlie maximum increase in the  length of day from the 
winter solstice to the summer solstice is (j m uhurtas or 12 
ghatis, and th a t  the daily increase is -,;V ghati, and that the 
length of the winter solstitial clay is 2 1  ghatis. l ienee  
by a simple proportion we can find the length of any day 
from the winter solstice. Multiply the interval between 
the  winter solstitial ami the required day by ,2 , and divide 
the  product by G1 ; to the quotient in ghatis add 12 
ghatis ; and twice this sum will be the length of the day 
required. For instance, the interval between the vernal equi
noxial and tho winter solstitial clay is 30 A x 3  =  - ! ,p  days.

Multiplying this by 2, and dividing th e  product G1 X  J! by 
Gl, we get 3 ghatis ; and hence the length of the  vernal 
equinoxial clay is 2 (12 +  3) =  30 ghatis. This very rule 
is given in verse 40 of the Sesha, and 2 2  of the  Lagadha- 
Jyotisha.

cP-rr s  ii

“ Divide by Gl, double the num ber of days passed from 
the  winter solstice to tlie required day, or double the 
num ber of clays remaining to tlie winter solstice when the 
required day comes after the  sum m er solstice ; to the 
quotient add 1 2  ; and double the sum will be the length 
ol the day required.”

PltO liA U L E  C u P d iE C T lO X S .

19. Now as all the measurements of time shown above 
arc mean or approximate, corrections m ust have been, no 
doubt, made from time to time, -whenever tlie errors be
came too obvious to be ignored. The length of a lunatiou 
is stated iu the Jyotish to be 29d. 12h. 23 i/iin., while its 
actual length is 21)cl. 12h. ll 'Oom. ; the error of 20'82m, 
per lunar month would am ount to a day a lter GO luna
tions ; and.th is  appears to have been provided for by add
ing one clay to the second intercalary or G2nd mouth of 
the  cycle of live years, and by om itting  this correction 
a t  the end of every tenth cycle. For, G20, the  num ber of 
lunations in ten cycles when divided by GO, the quotient 
is 9 days.

Again the solar-sidereal year is given in the  Jyotisha 
to be of 3GG clays in round numbers, while it is actually 
3G5d. Gh. 917m. ; the yearly error of 17h. f>0'13m, or 
I7'81h. would amount to a lunation in 39'7 years, altering 
ttoe Sun’s position in the fixed stars by a month in ad
vance: and this must have been provided ior by omitting 
one intercalary month in every 1 0 th year or a t  the  end of 
every eighth cycle. Our suggestion th a t  these corrections 
must have been made iu '.lie way shown here or in some 
other similar manner, will be found true  as the careful 
study of the Vaidik.i and post-Vaidika works advances.

T h k  A u y a s  t o o k  c o m n i c n o N S  i n t o  a c c o u n t .

' 2 0 . A  third correction has also to be lpadc to provide,

lor the diHereiicc between the lengths of the solar-sidereal 
and the solar-tropical years, which are respectively 3G£>d. 
(ill. !M7m. and 3G’>d. .”>h. IS'Sm. Now the difference of 
2 0 ' lm . between tlie lengths of the two kinds of years 
amounts to a day in 70'G years, and to a lunation in 2083 
years. We have seen in paras 15 and 1G that the ancient 
Aryas took this correction into account by commencing 
the year a month earlier after a period of about 2 0 0 0  
years, and by regarding th a t  asterism as the first- among 
all tho asterisms, twenty-eight or twenty-seven in number, 
whose commencement coincided with the equinoxial point 
during the same period.

(To be continued.)

T I I E  N E W  “ C O N V U L S W N N  A I R E S "

The strange disease which, during the last century, 
had perplexed all those physicians and members of the 
Academy of Sciences who believed neither in tlie super
natural nor in the pranks of the devil, has again re
appeared in France, i t  seems as if “ la Belle France ” was 
predestined to furnish the most extraordinary, if not the 
only, instances of the puzzling phenomena which makes 
all the good people who witness it  believe firmer than ever 
in the reality of demoniacal possession. The following 
events now taking place at Bcsancon and a t  Pledran 
(Bretagne) remind one of the famous convidtsioHvaircs o f  
St. M edard  and the no less famous in the  history of the 
‘' supernatural”—  nuns of London.

A whole family, father, mother, children and servants 
imagining themselves pursued by Satan, howl during 
whole nights, bounce about with the most hideous con
tortions, a to n e  moment writhing and crawling with worm
like motions on their  bellies, a t  another, springing like 
wild beasts on their prey, yet, seemingly never losing for 
one moment their  consciousness, bu t shouting the whole 
time tha t  the devil had taken his abode in their  house and 
bodies.

Transferred to another village and place, and having 
kep t  quiet all day, the tits coming on bu t after sunset, the 
disturbance they made was so very great th a t  the whole 
neighbourhood w;’,s slartled and insisted upon the munici
pality having them  removed. The physicians have de
clared the disease to be of the same character as th a t  of 
the “ convulsionists of St. Medard,” but declare themselves 
unable to assign a plausible scientific cause for it.

A t  Pledran, the seven children of another family have 
shown simultaneously the same symptoms with still more 
curious and startling phases. Left alone, they are quiet 
enough ; at the slightest remark or contradiction, they 
become transfigured.into demoniacs. The wise physicians 
of Pledran have proved neither luckier, nor any more 
sagacious than  their colleagues of Besaneon. Seeing four 
of the children perforin the most wonderful acrobatic feats 
on the top of a small chimney upon the roof of the house, 
in a spot where there was hardly room for one cat, they 
witnessed the eldest daughter, aged sixteen, descend, as if 
endowed with some supernatural power, into a deep well, 
plunge herself into the water, aud then re-asceud the per
pendicular stone walls with the agility of a monkey. 
During these tits, which come upon them simultaneously, 
the. seven children perform the most astounding tours de 
force.

Reprinted by the greater num ber of the French and 
foreign papers, the  explanation of these phenomena, seems 
to have been given up. The only commentary hitherto 
made upon them is : “ This is, indeed, a curious subject of 
study for our men of science ! ” W ith  several others of 
the same kind, the papers might have added. But no
th ing  that eludes au explanation iu accordance with their 
pre-conceivod s c ie n t if ic  theories, seems to be very a ttrac t
ive to our modern scientists. F a d s  have to fashion them 
selves so as to dovetail aud fit their notions; but they 
will never yield to facts—if they can help it. . ■



" P R E S E N T - D  A V P R O J J L  m i  S  ”

W e have pleasure Id announce under I liis t id e  a new work 
by J o h n  S. F a n n e r ,  A uthor of “  A new Basis of.  Belief in 

Im m o rta li ty .” T h e  following is the advertisement, a.s sent to 
us by the able author .  “ The I’t esen I-Day P ro b le m s” is to 
be published by Si]bseri|>linn only, unifomi in' style with, but. 

considerably larger in size than “ Spiritualism  as a Kew liasis 
o f  Belief,” at, the following rates, viz :—-

One Copy, post-free, ... ... . . .  £0 10s.
Three Copies, „ ...  .. . ... I Is.
Or elegantly bound in Morocco, 15s. per copy.

The book will be issued as soon as 200 copies have been 
subscribed for. Tlic scopc of the work may be gleaned 
from the following ch-aft synopsis (subject to variation) of 
the  four sections into which it  is primarily divided :—■

I.— Introductory : giving brief resume of ground to be 
traversed, and present position of Psychological Scicnce 
embracing— (a) W hat is known based on personal obser
vation ; (l>) W h a t  is believed on reasonable grounds; (c) 
"What is speculation only.

I I .— Methods and inodes of investigation, with s inges, O '  DO
tions.

I I I .— General difficulties experienced by investigators 
(r t)  on Scientific Grounds, (b) on Religious grounds.

IV.— 1 ’resent-Day Problems aud their general bearing to 
the New Factor in Modern Thought.

Section IV. will deal with the  moot problems with 
which the  world is either face to face, or which are gra
dually coming to the front.

O C C U L T I S M  I N  C A L C U T T A  U N I V E R S I T Y .

W c observe th a t  th a t  noble H indu  gentlem an and 
scholar, Dr. Rajciidralala Mittra, made an  earnest, but 
unhappily, unsuccessful a ttem pt to induce the  Senate  of 
the Calcutta University, a t  its late meeting, to adopt 
Occult Scicnce as a compulsory subject of study for s tu 
dents. In  merely suggesting such an idea he has 
deserved the  gratitude of his countrymen, little as the 
majority may be aware of the fact. I f  the dignif y of the 
study of the hidden laws of nature  were bu t  recognized, 
and encouragement given to our youth to pursue it  as 
their  circumstances should permit, the result would be 
most beneficial. W ith  the advancement of this knowledge 
the moral darkness of the world would be gradually dis
pelled, old superstitions would vanish, flimsy new theolo
gies would be swept away, and a true and ennobling ideal 
of man once more prevail. The effect of occult research 
would be to destroy th a t  gross form of niatei ialism which 
teaches the s tudent th a t  he is but a biped, digesting and 
procreating engine. By breaking down the hard walls 
th a t  hedge us within the compound of m odem  biology, it 
would inimitably widen the area of liature-study, and 
m ultiply the chances of ge tting  really “ exact” know 
ledge.

The whole world is shaken with a  raging conflict 
between science and theology. I t  is ju s t  now a demoral
ized, faithless, corrupt, despairing world. The old 
moorings of tru th , honesty and frankness have been 
abandoned. Man has lost his faith in  his brother man. 
Tim courts 1 ester with perjury. I t  is so throughout 
Ind ia  and Ceylon, and no one can deny it. B u t  i t  is also 
the same throughout the U nited  Kingdom of Great Bri
tain and Ireland. Said the London Times  recently :— “ No 
one can be acquainted with the  inside of our courts 
without being aware of the enormous amount of petty  
perjury which is perpetrated there and which passes un
punished.. ; .A t Manchester the other day Lord Coleridge 
took occasion to tell the Grand J u ry  th a t  the  crime of 
perju ry , was greatly ou the increase.” So it is not alone 
the “ poor H e a th en ” who have lost the  old love of truth, 
bu t the enlightened, favoured, civilised B riton: the  whole 
British people, according to the  Times, swear falsely and 
a r c  unpuuisbed. The Times  does not te ll tlio whole t ru th

or it m ight have added th a t  Christian Europeans by their 
bad example and frequently their  faithlessness in com
mercial transactions are responsible for much of the moral 
delinquency tha t  prevails throughout this portion of Asia.

I t  thus seems th a t  neither of the religions of the day 
can be said to really restrain the ir  adherents from wrong
doing. They a-re all receiving only lip-service. Things 
are in about the su n e  wretched state as they  were in 
Europe from the seventh to the .eleventh century. Wo 
are told by an elegant and profound historian (Dr. 
William Robertson,— D.D .)— that a t th a t  time the Euro- ,
pean nations “ instead of aspiring to sanctity and virtue.......
imagined that they satisfied every obligation of duty 
by a scrupulous observance of external ceremonies. Re- 
ligiou, according to their conceptions of it, comprehended 
nothing else &c.” This is now true of our Christians, 
Hindus, Para i.s, Mussulmans, and to a great extent, Bud- . 
dhists. Men have grown cunning, clever, audacious, 
hypocritical and unprincipled. I t  is the rule despite the 
exceptions. We believe th a t  there is a remedy, and but 
one. I t  is to seek back to the spring of honour, virtue, 
and religion— the W isdom  R kmgion of the archaic 
period— the source of all the world’s subsequent religious 
systems. In that, religion and science were but converti
ble terms, and a religionist could no more be indifferent 
to science than a scientist could be anything else than 
religious. For the science of those days was what is now 
mistcrmed Occultism ; mistermed, inasmuch as it left no 
obscure corner of nature unsearched, nor any hidden depth 
of human nature unfathomed. I t  was such science as 
makes the modern muddle tha t  goes by the name seem by 
comparison little be tter  than a sort of empiricism. The 
Calcutta Senate  did wrong to reject Dr, Rajendralala’s 
proposal. ■

(Continue*! from the lost number.)

■ T H E  W A R  I N  I I E A  V E X .

JiV MlIiZA MOOKAD ALEK UKG, F.T.S.

Let us see. As I  intend on a future occasion to fo  
more fully into the  m atte r  of the “ Ab-E l”*, the “ P a tr i 
arch oi the Elohim, the “ El 'pu,r excellence,, the Something 
which is also N oth ing  from which Everything pioeeeds, I  
shall only remark on the evident identity of this Primeval 
Productive  Negation with the “ Chaos” which, according to . 
Greek mythology, was the  first germ of all thino\s° I  
th ink  no candid reader can deny the exact parallellisui 
of the “ golden age” of Kronos with the “ Paradise” period 
ot the Shemites both are alike m their  characteristic 
features of happiness and ignorance; in th a t  they were 
preceded by a condition of the universe “ without form 
and void” bu t containing the  “potentiality” of all t h i n ^ f  ; 
and tha t  they were followed by a struggle for supremacy 
among the  “ Gods.” Now “ Lucifer” "is the traditional 
title of Satan, and also signifies the “ Morniii" Star.” 
W e are also as certain as thb convergent result of research-  ̂
es in philology, _ astronomy, and archajology can make 
us th a t  in the  2>i‘imcval Shem ite  combination of religion 
with astronomy each of the Elohim had assigned to him 
or her one of the celestial bodies, which formed their par
ticular domain, which was supposed to be their residence, 
and of the natural as well as occultj motions and in 
fluences of wliich they were the “ Maluks” ( Masters). 
Thus “ Shu ms” or “ Sham ash” was identified with the 
Sun, “ I sh ta r” or “ Ashtarotli ” with Venus and suUe--

‘ Ba-al. ‘ ' ~ “■

f  “ Burashit bara Eloliini eth ha Shenmim vu etli ha retzo”—is ' 
said.by sonic Hebraists to be wrongly translated “ Iu  the beginning 
&e.” They say it  should bo—“ From the F irs t  Principle.’' I am- 
not specialist enough to decide so difficult a point, b u t  if it  be ho,> 
Genesis lias anticipated Laplace aud Huxley, ,,.

I  1  betf u> say th a t  I regard this personally as a distinction with
out a difference. 1  only use the words iu their ordinary sense to 
convey the vulgar idea 1  wish to express as comprehending both 
a s t r o n o m ic a l  a u d  a s tr o lo g ic a l  p h e n o m e n a ,  • 's -



quently  with the  Moon, and most probably “ Baal” or 
“ Belus” with Saturn. Thus it  was th a t  the “ Host of 
Heaven" was made up. I t  is, therefore, in the  highest 
degree probable, though J confess th a t  I  cannot produce 
absolute proofs just  now  th a t  “ V enus” or Ihe “ Morning 
S ta r” was originally the particular orb apperta in ing to 
th a t  “ Adversary”* whdfee revolt against “ Y av” or “ I \ ’a,” 
the ti t idar  God of th a t  branch of the Shem ites "f from 
which the Hebrews sprang, is said to have involved in his 
sedition “ one third of the Host of Heaven.”+

To proceed— the “S tar  of the Morning”^ is undoubtedly 
— as a natural fa c t— “the harbinger o f  ligh t” and as such, 
its relation to Prometheus m ust be visible to the most 
obtuse. But the  analogy extends further. The sentence 
of banishment and agony and unrest  passed on Prom e
theus by Zeus is paralleled by tha t  supposed to be passed 
by the victorious Elohite on his vanquished adversary, 
while the evils which ensue from the  opening of Pandora’s 
box in the Promethean myth are paralleled by the “curse” 
following on Eve’s eating of the F ru i t  of the Knowledge of 
Good and Evil. F u r th e rm o re ,  Zeus, like “ Iva” is a m em 
ber of the  same tribe as his opponent, for while he and 
Prometheus are both Ouranides, “ Iv a” and the  Adversary 
are both Elohites. There have been two derivations pro
posed for the  name of Prometheus— one m aking it “ Fore
though t”-—the other (taking the Doric dialect for its 
foundation)*! giving it  as “ F irst Fire-giver” or “R ubber”). 
I t  is perfectly immaterial to th e  purpose of our present 
argument which of these is right, for “ th ough t” is 
“ light” in more than  one sense as much as “ tire” is, || 
and, in fact, if  the  derivation from “ th ough t” is true it  
goes still further to establish the  connection of Satan  and 
the Titan, for it was “ though t”— i. c. “ the  Knowledge of 
Good and Evil ” which was the  gift of Satan  to the 
Adamites.

Nor, on the  other side, can it  be denied th a t  “ Yav ” 
aud “ Zeus” present many remarkable analogies. Both are 
the Suprem e Gods of their respective mythologies, and 
both have degraded the ir  brethren into slaves or expelled 
and imprisoned them as “ rebels,” after de throning the ir  
own parents.^ In  the  days before Comparative Philology 
had so well established th e  u t te r  irreconcilability of 
Aryan and Shem ite  roots, a very s trik ing comparison used 
to be made oftlie names Jao, Jehova, Jhovis, Jup ite r ,  &c., (1) 
and even now, when we recognise the  above as compara
tively modernised appellations, it  cannot be denied th a t  the 
earliest forms of these which we know (Iva (2) and Zeus) 
have a most suspicious similarity. F o r  my own part  (if 
I  may be allowed to be so egotistic as to say so) 1 do not 
believe in the convergence to a single root of the A ryan 
and Shemitic races and languages. Regarding them, as 
I  do, as radically independent developments, I  consider

* I t  must bo remembered that “ Ishtar ” was tlie first personage 
■who is recorded as having “ descended into Hell.”

t  As each Shemite race had a tendency to exalt its own tribal 
God to the Hegemony of the Elohim, tho deity against which 
the revolt was directed, was necessarily believed to be different in 
different nations. I take “ Jahveli” as typical of all these Supreme 
deities, as he is the one which has “ survived ”

J “ The evil spirits, emblems of Chaos, resist this change and 
make war on the Moon, the eldest son of Bel, drawing over to their 
side the Sun, Venus, and the atmospheric God Vul.”—George Smith’s 
“ Assyrian Discoveries,” page 403.

§ Venus as an Evening Star is connected with the identity of 
Ishtar with Aphrodite, the “ Goddess of Love", another mystical 
subject I hope shortly to handle iu another article.

H “ Pro-?>itznthios.”
. |1 “ Ohne Phosphor oliuc geduncke.”
$ “ Baal and Kronos.” .
(1) Fellow’s “ Mysteries of Freemasonry.”
(2) In that conglomeration of amalgamated national myths of 

various races which is presented to us by the inscriptions of the 
Babylonian Empire, it is almost-Impossible to indicate the true 
analogy of the Yahva of the Beni-Shamash, the aboriginal stock 
of the Jews, Arabs, and Khita. Some affinities appear with “ Hca” 
and others with “ Vul.’ The God called by Layard “ Y a v ” is 
called by Rawliusou “ Iva”, Tbero is probably somo coufu*

at tftdt jK.'rioJ. '

th a t  if the  above is anyth ing  more than a strange coinci
dence, its existence m ust be connected with th a t  influence 
which, as we know, was extended over Hellenic culture by 
Phcenikia and Assyria in what we call the pre-historic 
ages, and which was analogous to th a t  of Europe over 
Asia a t  present. Still even as a coincidence, it  is, 
Theosoph lea I ly, 'h ighly  suggestive and significant. B u t  
however this may be, there  can be no manner of doubt 
whatever tha t  in the  systems to which they respectively 
belong both Zeus and Jahveli occupy the position of the 
Asserters of the S tatic  pressure of A uthority— th a t  is 
to say, of the Inheren t  Inertia  with its inevitable “ shall 
he”— the “ I  am th a t  I  a m ” if the one is paralleled by the 
“ Irrevocable nod” of the other.

Opposed to these stand the  “ Fire-giver,” the  “ F ore
thought,” the “ Instructor in the Knowledge of Good and 
Evil,” “ Lucifer”, “ the Harb inger of L ight,” and in both 
cases— alike in Genesisand in the Hellenic cosmogony— his 
action is undeniably what we in the  n ineteenth  century 
slang should describe as “ an endeavour to elevate the  race 
of man”— “in the  day ye cat thereof ye shall be as Elohim, 
knowing good and evil”— th a t  is to say, “ superior iu 
intellect to what you are.” And alike in both it  is to be 
observed (Padres— please deny i t  i f  you can) he succeeds 
iu liis in tent as far as i t  goes. The Bible itself (barring the 
subsequent glosses on Genesis) does not accuse Satan  * of 
acting dishonorably or deceitfully in the m atte r  towards 
Adam. W hat he promises happens exactly as he said it  
would (“ .and the  eyes of both of them  were opened a n d  
they Jcncw that they were naked” ) aud if  Jahveli subse
quently  afflicts his own creatures with his own rage, 
the  “ Adversary” does not seem to have a t  all bound him 
self to protect them  from its effects. Perhaps (but this is 
only a tenta tive  supposition with no explicit foundation 
in Scripture or tradition) lie would also, if  lie had had 
time, instructed them  to ea t of the  other Tree  which 
would have conferred Immortality ,  *[• bu t  the  most pro
bable explanation we can now give is that, in the  original 
myth, he had no livte.— the near approach of his victorious 
and more powerful enemy caused a  precipitate re trea t  
before he could manage it. In  the  very same manner, 
Fire, the  gift of Prometheus, is a real benefit to the child
ren of men, as the  Hellenic poets, less enslaved to Abso
lute  Authority  than  the  Shemites, gratefully acknowledged, 
however much its good effects might be counterbalanced 
by the  evils of Pandora’s box.

So far then the  Hellenic and the Hebrew myths exhibit 
exactly parallel conditions, bu t  now we have to refer to 
sundry differences in the  mode of the ir  t rea tm ent which 
not only exhibit the idiosyneracies of the  different races in 
treating  the  same root-idea, bu t  which will be seen to 
have modified the wholo course of the moral, religious, 
and political history of the  earth  by the ir  influence ou 
intellectual perceptions.

W e have seen th a t  a  certain derivation of the  name 
Prom etheus gives its meaning as the  Fire-Giver or 
“ Rubber (from the  Sanskrit  'Vi'H ” + through the Doric 
Pro-manthios) and a.s such it  has been considered to bear 
reference to the “ (Arnee) or “ Friction-Drill ” to
produce Fire  of the  ancient Aryans aud ultimately to the 
F irs t  Discoverer of Fire. No one can deny tho obvious 
light this throws upon “ the  knowledge of Good and Evil” 
— which was conferred by “ Lucifer”. W hatever may 
be the exact merits or demerits of the “ Cycle” Theory, 
I  believe no Theosophist would wish to run  so counter 
to what is called “ Modern Science” as to deny the sub

* Observe—though Genesis says nothing about the connexion 
of Satan and the Serpent, I accept the Litter as the representative 
uf the former.

f  Matthus protect us !! -what u-ould have been the result of a 
world full of Adams and Eves wlio never died!//  A most problem
atically good gift.

X Ilindu—“ Muthna” 1o churn, agitate or worry. “ Muth 
linith thakce, moor fcaha mi mana ’’—I worried and worried liim, 
but he would not mind ray words”—says a girl of her lover in a 
popular so n g . Couiparo “ Sutana—woiTY’V th o  gbwujtio I'd eft <j£



stantial accuracy of its deductions as to the jth.ysicid origin 
ol tlic present raccs ot mankind and the course of the 
development of “ Society”. In  this course of develop
ment it is exactly the “ discovery of F ire” which marks 
off the Primitive Man from the  Anthropoid Ape. There 
are a t  present but-building apes and ?ion-building men*' ; 
probably countless other “ aberrant ” types of semi-human 
beings in a more or less “ civilised” condition lived in 
the vast forests of what u<e call “ the  Primeval World,” 
and as research in this direction is pushed on it  is pro
bable th a t  Geology will show so many more of such 
gradually progressive forms, varying between the  undoub t
ed “ S im ia ’ and the “ Neander-Thal man”, th a t  the 
d r  overy ol the “ Missing L ink” will be more difficult 
than ever— not, from a paucity, bu t  from a super
abundance of material to choose from— b ut the  lino 
will have to be drawn somewhere, and I  firmly believe it  
will have to be drawn at the use of Fire. F ire  was truly 
’■ the birth ol Man” into our  world— it was “ Iho know
ledge oi Good and Evil’’— of Science— of Society— o f 
Reason—ot Religion itself— “The fruit of the Forbidden 
Tree”— of the Revolt against the Imperious Necessity of 
the “ I  AM t h a t  1 AM.”

And in so much, truly, Satan or Prom etheus was w ith 
out doubt, the Benefactor of the H um an  Race !

But there was “ a Curse” attached to “ knowledge 
in the one case and Pandora's “ Box-full of Ills ” to 
Fire iu tlie other. In  order to comprehend ivhat this 
“ Evil,” lcsultant of F ire  and Knowledge, really  was, we 
shall have to inquire a  little into the punishm ents meted 
out respectively by Zeus to Prometheus and by Jaliveh 
to Satan. Now without going a t  present right hack to 
the origin f  of the  punitive locations— the “ Botany Ba.ys” 
or “New C.'alledonias” of Religions, the  accepted traditional 
idea of their sentences was, th a t  Prom etheus was chained 
to a rock amidst the  cold, and snow, a n d  tcinds, and  
iiiixl* of Caucasus, while Satan was flung into a great 
whirlpool of flaming brimstone and other //cry substances. 
Pursuing the inquiry a little further we cannot fail to 
perceive tha t  the same characters extend in a g reater  or 
Jess degree of emphasis to almost all the A r y a n  a n d  Slu-mi- 
tic “ lied,s” respectively. I t  is true tbe  later  Persian, 
and Hindoo Hells exhibit some of th e  “ flaming,” charac
teristics;]; of the delectable residence assigned by Christian 
divines to Satan  and his angels along with the  ninety-ninth  
part of mankind, but it  is to be remembered t h a t ' t h e  
Pehlvec tongue emphatically points to a g rea t  Shem ite  
influence over the Persian mind in the  days of the 
Aclucmenians, Arshakians and Sasanides, and th a t  Ind ia  
too, iu its coinage, its art, and its traditions, exhibits 
traces of the same Eastward sweep of though t from Persia 
in the period intervening between the  invasions of 
Alexander and of the Muhumudans. B u t  in the  main the 
respective aspects of the Aryan and Shem ite  residences of 
the Evil Principle aud places of punishm ent for hum an  
offenders arc essentially as different as are the sentences 
of Satan aud Prometheus, and differ in the mine manner. 
While the Christian Hell, the  Jewish Tophet and the  
Mulnnmidan Ju h h u n u u in  are places of a rden t  heat and 
surging liquid lure, with its necessary corollary of intense 
a n d pa in fid  Light, the  “Pa ta l” of the Hindoos— the ne ther  
side of the Earth , and the Antipodes of the  Sunshine  ; the  
dark shady “ H a d e s ” of the Greeks where “ the  th in  
ghosts ran about gibbering with cold ; the  kingdom of

* A -sort of Chimpanzee in Centra l  Africa, bu ilds  a  k ind  o f  
“ Hoof” in trees. Some Austra l ian  t r ibes  have no lu l ls—only 
“  wind-screens.”

f  l'’or though “ Oehena '’ and  “ T ophe t” m ay  have the  g e n u  
of its accepted .I e.wish and Christian  forms in the  b u rn in g  sewage- 
pits of the Je rusa lem  “ Municipal ity '’ we cannot do u b t  th a t  i ts  
decdopma't was unconsciously influenced iu th e  m inds of its  
elalioralors by the  physical and m eta  physical characteris tics of th o  
Dual Principles to the  resu l t  of whose long-anterior s truggle  i t  was 
supplemental a n d  complementary.
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Ahrimau of the Parsecs—of Darkness and Death, typ i
fied in the primeval story of the  Glacial Period* which 
overwhelmed the  Bright Land, the Airyan Vacjo of Yima- 
K shacta—are all regions of Frigidity, of Blackness, of 
Iron-bound and hopeless Acquiescence in the  Inevitable 
— not of Fire and Fury, S truggle aud Resistance— rather of 
the un moving and painless bu t  eternal Immobility of the 
Froiion Mammoth than of the “ Gnashing of Tee th” and 
the living  writhiugs of “ the worm th a t  dicth  not.” More 
significant than  all these, because it  is the outcome 
of the Primeval Wisdom of the unadulterated Aryans 
who passed away to the North long before the pa
rent-stock came in contact with, and were conse
quently  influenced by, Shem ite  thought, is the  “ Nifl 
H eim ” of the Scandinavians—a typical realm of D ark 
ness and Cold and Negation— of lee and Snow— of the 
Great Kosmic Forces iu which Life as ice v.nderst.and it, 
is impossible and against which Will is impotent for want 
of the Vivifi/iiuj Five-spark— the kingdom of Loki, from 
fhe Darim c s s  of which in the “ Twilight of the Gods”— 
the  close of the present Cycle of Active Mundane Life— is 
to issue the “ wolf Fenrir  ” son of “ Hela” who is to devour 
the Bright Asir in spite of the “ kuowledgc ” of Woden 
and the vainly flashing  bolts o fT h o r  the Lightning  God, 
and to re-establish the Absolute, Painless, All-comprehend
ing, b u t  Passive Negation of the Great “ I  AM.”

(To he continued.)

T H E  G R A N D  I N Q U I S I T O R .

f Dedicat'd, hi/ t.he Trn.w ht.or  to sceptic* who clamour so 
loudly bol.lt in print, and  private letters ; *' Shoto ns the 
iroinlc.—icnrki'ig ' Hrnthers,' let them come out publicly  
and— we w ill  believe in them / ”]

This is an extract from M. Dostoevsky's celebrated novel 
“ Tbe Brothers Karainazof”— the last publication from the 
pen of the great Russian novelist, who died a few months 
ago, and ju s t  as the concluding chapters appeared in 
print. Dostoevsky now begins to be recognized as one of 
the ablest and profouudest among the  Russian writers. 
His characters arc invariably typical portraits, drawn from 
various classes of Russian society, strikingly life-like 
and realistic to the h ighest degree. The extract translated 
constitutes a great satire on modern theology generally 
and the Roman Catholic religion in particular. The idea 
is th a t  Christ revisits earth, coining to Spain a t  the period 
of the  Inquisition, and is a t  once arrested as a heretic by 
the grand Inquisitor. One of the  three brothers of the  
story, Ivan, a rank materialist and an atheist of the  new 
school, is supposed to throw this conception into the form 
of a poem, which he describes to Alyosha (the youngest of 
the brothers), a young Christian mystic brought up by a 
“ saint ” in a monastery, as follows: ...........Quite impos
sible, as you sec, to s ta rt  without an introduction... 
laughed Ivan— Well then, 1 mean to place the event 
described in the poem in the  sixteenth century, our age—  
as you must have been told a t  school— when i t  was the 
great fashion among poets to make the denizens and 
powers of higher worlds descend on earth  and freely mix 
with mortals. Needless to mention in this connection
D a n te ........In Fiance, all the  notary’s clerks, as also the
monks in the ir  cloisters, gave grand performances, d ra 
matic plays in which long scenes were enacted by the  
Madonna, tbe angels, the saints, Christ, and even by God 
himself. In  those days, every th ing  was very artless and 
primitive. An instance of it  may be fouud in Victor 
H ugo’s dram a— Noire D am e de P aris ,— where, a t  the  
Municipal Hall, a play called— Le bon jugement de la.

'* Yendidad I I .  The  passage iu question is ev iden tly  n o t  only 
of Esoteric  meaning, b u t  a  correct Historical  description of tha  
Glacial Period, and the  m easures adopted  by m an  as a  tem p o ra ry  
defence against  it, proving the  ex trem e  an tiqu i ty  of the  passage, 
which m ust  have been composed when tho memory of the Epoch in 
tj'ucstion was fresh- ' • .



1res sm'iite et gracieiise Vicrr/e Marie, is enacted in honour 
nf Louis XL, in which the Virgin appears personally 
to pronounce her “ good judgm ent.” In Moscow, during 
the pre-Petrean period, performances of nearly th e  same 
character, chosen especially from the  Old Testament, were 
nlso in great favour. Apart from such plays, the world 
was overHooded with mystical writings, “ verses”— tlio 
heroes of which were always selected from the  ranks of 
angels, saints and other heavenly citizens made to answer 
the devotional purposes of the age. The recluses of our 
monasteries like the Roman Catholic monks, passed their  
time in translating, copying, and even producing original 
compositions upon such subjects, and that, remember,
during  the Tartar  period !........ In this connection. 1 am
reminded of a poem compiled in a  convent— a translation 
from the Greek, of course— called : The. Travels o f  the
Mother of God amove/ the Damned,  with fitting illus
trations and a boldness of conception inferior nowise to 
tliat of Dante. Tlio “ Mother of G o d ” visits Hell, in 
company with the Archangel Michael as her cicerone to 
guide her through tho legions of the “ damned.” She 
sees them all, and is made a witness to the ir  multifarious 
tortures. Among the many other, exceedingly rem ark
able, varieties of torments— every category of sinners 
having its own— there is one especially worthy of notice ; 
namely,— a class of the “ damned” sentenced to gradually 
sink down a.burning lake of brimstone and fin;. Those 
whose sins cause them to sink down so low that they are 
no longer able to swim out to the surface, those are for 
ever forgotten by (iod— t. c. they fade out from the 
Omniscient memory— says the  poem— an expression by 
tho way, of an extraordinary profundity <>f thought, when 
closely analyzed. The Virgin is terribly shocked, and 
falls down upon her knees weeping before the  Throne of 
God, and begging him tha t  all thoso she has seen in 
hell,— all, all without one exception, should have their 
sentences remitted to them. Her dialogue with God is 
colossal ly interesting. Shu supplicates, she will not leave 
Him. And when God, pointing to the  transpierced 
hands and feet of her Son remarks “ how can I forgive his 
executioners ?” she then commands th a t  all the  saints, 
martyrs, angels, and archangels should prostrate them 
selves with lier before the Im m utable  and the  Changeless 
One and implore l i im  to change the wrath into mercy 
and— forgive them all. The poem closes upon her having 
obtained of God, a compromise, a kind of yearly respite ot 
tortures between good Friday and Trin ity  day, and a 
chorus of the  “ Damned” singing out from their  “ bottom
less p i t” loud praises to (iod, thank ing  and telling H im :

“ Thou art right. oh Lord, very right,
Thou hast condemned us justly.......

My Poem is of tho same character. I begin—
In it, it is H e  who appears on the scene. True, Ho 

says nothing, bu t only appears and passes ou t of sight. 
Fifteen centuries have elapsed since H e  left the world 
with the  distinct promise to return “ with power and great, 
glory” ; fi/tfj'U long centuries since his prophet cried : 
“ Prepare ye the way of the Lord !” And tha t  He h im 
self had foretold, while yet on earth, th a t  “ Of th a t  day 
and hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels of heaven 
but my F a th e r  only.” B u t  Christendom expects Him 
still ........

I t  waits for him with the same old faith and the same 
emotion, aye,— with a far grea ter  faith : for fifteen cen
turies have equally rolled .away since the  last sign from 
heaven was sent to man,

“ And blind faith remained idono 
To lull the trusting henrt,
As lu-av’n would send a sign 110 more”.......

True, again, th a t  we have all hoard of miracles worked 
ever since the “ age of miracles ” had passed to re turn  
no more. Wc. had and still have our saints credited with 
peiforming the most miraculous cures ; and, if we can 
believe the ir  biographers there were a few among them 
who were personally visited by the  Queen of Heaven,

R ut Satan sleo'peth not, and the first germs of doubt and 
an ever-increasing unbelief in such wonders had already 
begun sprouting over Christendom, as early as in the. six
teenth  century, dus t  then, a new and terrible heresy had 
made its first appearance in the  north of Germany.*' A 
great star “ burning as it  were a lam])”— the  Church— " fell 
upon the fountains 'of wa.ters”i . .and— “ they were made 
bitter.” This “ h e re sy ’ blasphemously denied “ miracles.” 
B u t  those who had remained faithful, believed all the 
more ardently for that. The  tears of mankind ascended 
to Him as heretofore, and the ( thrist.ian World was e x a c t 
ing H im as confidently as ever ; they loved Him and 
hoped in Him, thirsted and hungered fo suffer and die for
Him ju s t  as many of them had done before........  So many
centuries had weak, t rusting  humanity implored Him, 
crying with ardent faith and fervor: “ How long, Oh Lord, 
holy and true, dost thou not come !” So many long 
centuries had it  vainly appealed to Him, th a t  a t last, in 
His inexhaustible compassion, H e consenteth to answer
the prayer ........H edec ide th  th a t  once more, if it were but
for one short hour, the people,— His long-suffering, tor
tured, fatally sinful, ye t withal loving and child-like t ru s t
ing people— will behold H im  again. The scene of action 
is placed hy me in Spain, a t  Sev ille, and during tha t  
terrible period of the Inquisition, when, for the  greater 
glory of (iod, stakes wore flaming all over the country,

“ Burning wicked herclir,-;,
In grand auto-da-fe*.......

This particular visit has, of course, nothing to do with 
the promised Advent, when, according to the programme 
“ after the tribulation of those days” He will appear 
“ coming in the  clouds of heaven.’, For, th a t  “ coming of 
the  son of man,” as we aro informed, will take place a s .  
suddenly “ as the  ligh tn ing  cometli out of the oast and 
shineth even unto t.he west.” No ; this once, He desired 
to come unknown and to appear among His children just 
a t  the moment when th e  bones of the heretics sentenced 
to bo burnt, alive, had commenced cracking on the flam
ing stakes. Owing to His limitless mercy, Ho mixes 
once more with mortals and in the same form he used to 
appear in fifteen centuries since. H e descends,just at the 
nick of time when in tho presence of the King, his cour
tiers, his knights, the  cardinals and the most lovely of the 
belles of the  Court., besides the whole population of Seville, 
over a hundred wicked heretics are being roasted, in a, 
magnificent A U T O - H A - F U  ad mujorevi Oloriam Dei, by 
the order of the  powerful “ the Cardinal— Grand Inquisi
tor”... l ie  appears silently, and unperceived, yet all— how 
very strange !—yes, all recognize Him, a t  once ! The 
population rushes towards Him as if propelled by some 
irresistible force ; it  surrounds, throngs, ami presses 
around, it  follows Him. f  Here, 1 mean a t tem pting  one of 
the  best- passages in the  poem by explaining the  mysteri
ous reason w h y  they should all recognize th a t  Stranger.) 
Silently and with a smile of boundless compassion upon 
his lip, H e  crosses the dense crowd, and softly moves on. 
Tho Sun of Love burns in His H eart  and warm rays of 
Light, Wisdom, and Potency beam forth out of His Eye, 
and pour down their  waves upon the  swarming m u lt i 
tudes of the rabble assembled around, making their hearts 
vibrate with a re tu rn ing  Love. He extends His hands 
over their  heads, blesses them, and from mere contact 
with Him, aye, even with His garm ents— emanates a 
healing Potency. An old man blind from his infancy, 
exclaims : “ Oh Lord, heal me, tha t  I  may see Thee
and the scales falling off the elosed eyes, the blind man
beholds H i m ........Tho crowd weeps for joy, and kisses
the ground upon which H e treads. Children strew flowers 
along His path and sing to H im — “ Hosa.nna !” I t  is' 
He, it  is Himself, they say to each other,— it must be He, 
it can b j  none other bu t He ! He pauses a t  the portal of the 
old Cathedral, jus t  as a little white coffin is being carried 
in, with tears and great lamentations. The lid is off, and 
in the coffin rests the body of a lovely girl seven years old, 
the  only child of an em inent citizen of Seville. The little

* L,iither’a Reform.



covpsc lies surrounded with flowers. “ ITe will resurrect 
thy child •”—confidently shouts the crowd to the weeping 
mother. Tho officiating Cathedral priest who had come 
out to meet tho funeral procession, looks perplexed and 
frowns. A loud cry is suddenly heard, nnd tho bereaved 
mother prostrates herself jit His feet:-—“ .If it be Tliou 
then bring hack to life my child !” she imploringly ex
claims. Tho procession halts, and the little coffin is gently 
lowered at His feet. Divine compassion beams forth from 
His eye, and as lie looks at the child, 11 is 1 i ps arc heard 
to whisper once more : “ Taliiha O m n i”—and “ straightway 
the damsel arose.” The child too arises in her coffin. 
Her little hands still hold the nosegay of white roses 
which was placed in them after her death, and she 
looks around with large astonished eyes and sweetly 
smiles...The crowds are violently excited. Thero is a 
terrible commotion among them, and the populace shouts 
and loudly weeps, when suddenly, before tho Cathedral 
door, appears the Cardinal-Grand Inquisitor himself...He, 
is a tall, gaunt-looking old man of nearly four score nnd ten, 
with a. dried-up, stern face, and deeply sunken eves from 
the cavity of which glitter two fiery sparks, l ie has laid 
aside his gorgeous Cardinal’s canonicals in which he had 
appeared before the people during the auio-da-fe of the 
enemies of the Romish Church, and is now clad in his old. 
rough monkish cassock. His sullen assistants and slaves ol 
t,he“ holy guard “ are following at a distance. He pauses 
before the crowd and observes. Ho has seen all. He has 
witnessed the placing of the little coffin at His feet, and 
the resurrection ; and now, his dark, grim face has grown 
still darker : his bushy gray eyc-brows nearly meet and his 
sunken eye Hashes with a sinister light. Slowly raising 
ii]) his finger, he commands his M r  I to arrest, Him... 
And such is his power over the well-disciplined, submis
sive and now trembling people, that the thick crowds im
mediately give way, and scattering beforo the “ guard,” 
allow them to lay their sacrilegious hands upon the 
stranger and to lead Him away, amid a dead silence 
nnd without one breath of protest.. .That, same populace, 
like one man, now bows its head to the ground beforo 
the old Inquisitor, who blesses it a n d  slowly moves onward. 
The guards take their Prisoner to the ancient edifice of 
the Holy Tribunal, and pushing Him into a narrow,
gloomy, vaulted prison-cell lock Him up and retire......

...... The day wanes awav, and night—a, dark, hot,
breathless Spanish night—creeps 011 and settles upon the 
town of Seville. The air smells of laurels and orange 
blossoms. Iu the Cymmorian darkness of the old Tribunal 
Hall, the iron door of the cell is suddenly thrown open, 
and the grand Inquisitor, holding a dark lantern, slowly 
stalks into the prison-cell. He is alone, and, as the heavy 
door closes behind him, he pauses at the threshold and, 
fora minute or two, silently and gloomily scrutinizes The 
Face before him. At last, approaching with measured steps, 
he places down his lantern upon the table and apostro
phizes Him, in those words :— '
“ It is Thou!. ..Thou !”.. .But, receiving 110 reply, he rapidly

adds : “ Do not answer me, be silent...... and what couldst
Thou say ?...! know' but too w'ell Thy answer...Resides,— 
'Thou hast 110 right to add one syllable to that which was
already uttered by Thee before...... Why shonldst Tliou
now return, to impede us in our work ? For Thou hast 
come but for that only, and Thou knowest it well. Rut 
art Thou as well aware of what awaits Thee in the morn
ing ? I do not knowr, nor do I care to know who Thou 
mayest he: bo it Thou or only Thine image, to-monow 
1 will condemn and burn Tlice 011 the stake, as the most 
wicked of all the heretics ; and, that same people, who 
to-day were kissing Thy feet, to-morrow at one bend of my 
finger, will rush to add fuel to Thy funeral pile...Wert 
Thou aware of this ? ” he adds, speaking as if in soUmn 
thought, and never for one instant, taking his piercing
glance off the meek Face before him......

—“I can hardly realize the situation described—what is 
all this, Ivan?”—suddenly interrupted Alyosha, who 
had remained silently listening to his brother.—“ Is this 
nn extravagant fancy, or some mistake of the old man, an

impossible </vi pro  qu o '—“Let. it be the latter, if you like,” 
laughed Ivan, since modern realism has so perverted 
your taste, that you feel unable to realize anything from
the world of fancy__Let it be a qu i  p ro  quo, if you so
choose it. Again, the Inquisitor is ninety vcais old, and 
he might have easily gone mail with his idee fixe of 
]lower ; and, it. might have been as well a, delirious vision, 
called forth by dying fancy, overheated hy the au io -da- i’e.
of the hundred heretics burnt on that forenoon_Rut
what matters lor the poem, whether it was a qiii pro  i/uo 
or an uncontrollable fancy ? The question is, that the old 
man ha.<f to open his heart: that he m nst give out his 
thought nt last ; and that the hour has come when he does 
speak it nut, and. says loudly that which for ninety 
years he has kept secret within his own breast......

Aud his Prisoner, does he never reply? Does he keep 
silent, looking at, him, and without saying a won! ?
•—Of course, and it could not. well be otherwise,—sneered 
again Ivan. Tho grand Inquisitor begins from his very 
first, words by telling Him that he has no right to add one 
syllable to that which He had said before. To make the 
situation clear at. once, the above preliminary monologue 
is intended to convey to the render, the very fundnmcntal 
idea which underlies Roman Catholicism—as well as I can 
convey it .His words mean, in short: “Every thing was given 
over by Thee to the Pope and everything now rests w'ith ' 
him alone ; Thou hast no business to return and thus 
hinder us in our work.” In this sense the Jesuits not 
only talk hut write likewise." Hast Thou the right to 
divulge to us one single of the mysteries of that 
world whence 'Thou eomest ?” inquires of Him iny old 
Inquisitor, and forthwith answers for him : “No, ; Thou 
hast no such right. For, that, would he adding to that 
which was already said by Thee before ; hence—depriving 
people of that freedom for which Thou hast so stoutly 
stood nj) while yet 011 earth.. .Anything new' that Thou 
wouldst, now pioclnim would Jiave to be regarded as an 
attempt to interfere with that freedom of choice, as it 
would come as a new' and a miraculous revelation super
seding the old 1 lie,—that of fifteen hundred years ago— 
when Thou hast so repenkdly told to tho people : ‘ Tho
truth shall make you free.’ liihold then, Thy ‘ free’ peo
ple now” ! adds the old man with sombre irony. “Yes !...it 
has cost us denily,”—he continues sternly looking at his 
victim,—“Rut we have at last, accomplished our task and
— in Thy v a v i c . . .For fifteen long centuries w'o had to toil 
and suffer owing to that ‘freedom’; but now we have 
prevailed and our woik is done, and well and strongly it 
is donc...Relievest, not Thou, it is so very strong L..A111I 
why shonldst Thou look- at me so merkly as if I were 
not worthy even of Thy iue.ignation ? ...Know then, that 
now, and only now, Thy people feel fully sure nnd sntis- 
lieil of tlieir freedom ; and that, only since they have 
thtmselves nud of iheir own free-will delivered that 
freedom unto our hands by placing it sui missively at our 
feet. Rut. then, thnt. ir. what v e  have done. Is it that 
which Thou hast strived for ? Is this the kind of Freedom 
Thou hast promised them ?”......

Now again. 1 do not understand—intcnuptcd Alyosha
the narrator—Docs the old man mock and lauoh ?—. . . ^Not in tlie least. He seriously looks upon it as a great,
service done by himself and his brother monks and
Jesuits unto humanity, to have conquered and subjected
unto their authority that, froedooin, and boasts that it
was done but for the good of the world.

“ For only now”—he says, (speaking of the Inquisition)
•—“ has it, become possible to 11s, and for the first time, to 
give a serious thought to human happiness. Man is born 
a rebel, nnd can rebels ho ever happy ?...Thou hast been 
fairly warned of it, but evidently to 110 use, since Thou 
hast, rejected the only means which could make mankind 
happy; fortunately when going awny, Thou hast delivered 
the task to us...Tliou hast promised,- ratifying the pledge 
by Thy own words,—words giving us the right to bind and 
unbind...and surely. Thou couldst not think of depriving 
us of it now !”... '



But what can he mean by the words: “ Thou lmst 
been fairly warned ?”•—asked Alexis.—These words give; 
tlio key to what tho old man lias to say ibr his justi-i 
fieation...But listen....

“The terrible and wise spirit., the spirit, of self
annihilation and non-being”—goes on the Inquisitor,—. 
“ the great spiiit of negation conversed with Thee in 
the wilderness, and we aro told that he ‘ tempted’ 
Tl ice...Was it so ( And if it was, then it. is impos
sible to ntter anything more truthful than what is con
tained in his three offers, which Thou hast, rejected, 
ami that are usually known as ‘temptations.’ Yes ! if ever 
there was on earth, a genuine, striking wonder produced, 
it was on that day of Thy three: temptations, and it is pre
cisely in these three .short sentences that, the marvellous 
miracle is contained. If it were possible that they should 
vanish and disappear forever, without, leaving any trace 
—from record as from memory of man ; and that it should 
become necessary again to devise for, invent, and make 
them reappear in Thine History, once more ; t hinkest Thou 
that all the world’s sages, all the legislators, initiates,. ^ O ’philosophers and thinkers,—called upon to compose three 
questions which, like these, should,—besides answering 
the magnitude of the event—express in three short sen
tences the whole future history of this our world and of 
mankind ; dost Thou believe, I ask Thee, that, all their 
combined efforts could ever create any thing equal in 
power and depth of thought to tho three propositions 
ottered Thee by the powerful and all-wise Spirit in the 
wilderness { J ndging of them by their marvellous aptness 
alone, one can already feel, that, they emanated not from 
a finite, terrestrial intellect, but indeed, from the Eternal 
and t.he Abs.dufe. In these' three offers we find blended 
into one, and foretold to us the complete subsequent his
tory of man ; we are shown three images, so tosav, uniting 
in them all the future; axiomatic, insolvnhle problems and 
eontraelietions of human nature, tlu> worlel over. In those 
days, the wonelrous wisdom contained in them was not 
made as appaivnt as it is now, tor futurity remained still 
veiled ; but. now, when fifteen centnries have elapsed, we 
see that evc:ry thing in these three; questions is so mar
vellously foreseen anel foretolel that, to aelel to, e>r to take 
away from, the prophecy one jot—woulel be absolutely 
impossible,..... ,!” '

(  T o  bt‘ Cant i u t( Ce/.) '"j b

T I I E  T W E L V E  S I G N S  O F  T H E  Z O D I A C .

11Y T .  S U IS 1 S A  l i O W ,  IS.A.,  B . I . .

The division of the Zodiac into different signs elates 
from immemorial antiquity, it, has ae;quired a world-wide 
celeibrity anel is to be found in the astrological systems 
of several nations. Tho invention of the Zodiac and its 
signs has been assigned to different nations by different 
antiquarians. It, is stated hy some that, at, tirst, there 
were only ten signs, that one of these signs was s u b s e 
quently split up into twe> seqiarato signs, anel that a new 
sign was added t.o the number to reiulor the esoteric 
significance ot the; division more pmfounel anel ax the same 
time; te) conceal it more perfectly from the uninitiated 
public. It is very probable that the real philosophical 
conception of the; division owes its origin to some particu
lar nation, anel the names given to the various signs might 
have been translated into the languages of other nations. 
The principal object of this article, however, is not to 
elociele which nation had the honour of inventing the signs 
in (piestion, but to indicate tu xawe e.rtr:nt the real philo
sophical meaning inveilvoel therein anel the way to discover 
the rest ot the meaning which yet remains undisclosed. 
But from what is herein stated, an inference may fairly bo 
drawn that, like so many other philosophical myths and 
allegories, the invention of the Zodiac anel its signs owes 
its origin to ancient Tudia.

What then, is the real origin of these signs, the philo
sophical conception which the; Zodiae; and its signs are 
intended to represent V Do the various signs merely 
represent the shape or configuration of the eliifcrent con
stellations included in the divisions, or, are the;y simply 
masks designed to veil some hidden meaning i The former 
supposition is altogether untenable; for two reasons, viz:—

I. Tin; 11 imloos were acquainted wilh the; precession 
of equino.xes a.s may be easily seen from their works on 
Astronomy ami from the; almanacs published by Hindu 
astronomers. ( !onsequently they wen; fully aware of the 
fact that the constellations in the; various Zodiacal divi
sions were not fixed. They could not, therefore', have 
assigned particular shapes to these shilling groups ejf fixed 
stars wifi, reference to the .divisions of the Zodiac. But, 
the names indicating the Zodiacal signs have; been allowed 
to remain unaltered. It is t.o he; interred, therefore, that 
the; names given to the various signs have; no connection 
whatever with the configurations of the constellations 
included in them.

II. The names assigned to these signs by the ancient
Sanskrit writers and their exoteric or literal meanings arc 
as follows:— •
The names of the Their exoteric, or literal

signs. . me:anings.
1 iMasham............................. Ham or A-rtrs.
2

Al ithunam..... .......
. and female).

4 Karkiitaeam............ ........... Cancer or (.'rah.
5 Sinihani ............... .

7 Tlmla ... ........... .............Libra, or Balance.
s Vrisehikam...........
D

10 Makarani............... .............Capricornus, or Croco
dile. .

n Kiimbham ........... .............Aquarius or Water-
bearer. .

12 Moenam ...............
The figures of the constellations iiic.ludcd in the signs 

at the Unto ’the "division4 was first made do not at all 
resemble: tho shapes of the animals, reptiles and other 
objects denoted by the names given them.. The truth of 
Ibis assertion can he ascertained by examining the con
figurations of tho various constellations. Unless tiie: shape 
oi' the crocodile -for the; crab is calh;d up by the observer’s 
imagination, there; is very little chance of the stars them
selves suggesting to his idea that figure!, upon the blue 
canopy of the starry firmament.

If, then, the constellations have; nothing to do. with the 
origin of the names by which the Zodiacal divisions are 
indicated, we have to seek for some, other source which 
might have given rise to these appellations. It becomes 
my object to unravel a port ion eif the: mystery connected 
with these; Zoeliacal signs, as also to disclose! a portion of 
tho sublime conception of the; ancient Hindu philosophy 
which gave; rise to them'. The! signs of the Zodiae; have 
more than one' meaning. From one; point of view they 
represent the different stages of cn;at,ion up to the time; 
the; present material universe with the; five; eleme nts tame 
into phenomenal existence. As the author of *'Isis Un
veiled ” has stated in the second volume; of her admirable 
work, “ the kc'y should lie turned S e m i  to under
stand the whole philosophy underlying tlie-se signs. But 
1 shall wind it only once and give; the- contents of the_/u\sf 
Chapter of the 1 iistory of Creation. .It is very fortunate; 
that the Sanskrit, names assigned to the various elivisions 
by the Aryan philosophers contain within themselves the 
ke;y to the solution of the problem. Those! of my readers

" V i r g o - S c o i  p i o ,  w h e n  n o n e  b u t .  th e ' i 11 i t i; 11 (• s k n e w  t h e r e  w e r e  
1 2  s ig n .s . V i r g o - S c o r p i o  w n s  t h e n  f o l l o w e d  i f o r t h e  p r o f a n e )  b v  ,S'ittjit- 

tn r in x  A t  t h e  m i d d l e  o i ' , j n n c t i o ) i - ] > o i n t  w h e r e  n o w  s t a n d s  l . i h r a  a n d  
a t  t h e  s i g n  n o w  c a l l e d  w l i i c h  follow.-.1 17,•//<>, t w o  in y .s t . i r a l  n ’^ n s  w e r e  
i n s e r t e d  w h i e h  re n i a i n e d  u n i n t e l l i g i b l e  l o  t h e  p r o f a n e ' . —  K u .  T i i k o s .

t  Th is  constellation was never  called Crocodile l>y tins Western 
aneie'iit. as tronomers who described it as a horned goat and called it 
s.) Cii/i,■icorii ^y,  - Ho, T iik o s .  .
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who hnvo studied to .some extent tlie ancient “ M a n tra "  
and tlie “ Tnntra  S a s tra s” of India, would have seen th a t  
very often Sanskrit words are made to convey a certain 
hidden meaning by means of certain well-known pre-arrang
ed methods and a tacit convention, while the ir  literal signi
ficance is something quite different from the  implied 
meaning. Tlio following are some of the rules which 
may help an enquirer in ferreting out the  deep signifi
cance of tlie ancient Sanskrit, nomenclature used in tlie 
old Aryan myths and allegories:—

1. F ind out the synonyms of the  word used which 
have other meanings.

2. F ind  out the  numerical value of the letters 
composing the  word according to the  methods 
given in ancient Tantr ik  works.

3. Exam ine the  ancient myths or allegories, if 
there  are any, which havo any special connection 
with the  word in question.

4. P erm ute  tho different syllables composing the  
word and examine the new combinations tha t  
will thus  bo formed and the ir  meanings. &c.

I  shall now apply some of the  above given rules to 
the names of the twelve signs of the Zodiac.

I. Md-xh.am. One of the  synonyms of this word is
Aja.  Now, A )a  literally means th a t  which has 
no birth and is applied to the  E ternal Brahm am  
in certain portions of the Upanishads. So, tho 
first sign is intended to represent P arabrahvw m ,  
the self-existent, eternal, self-sufficient cause 
of creation.

II. Rishabham.  Tin’s word is used in several places 
in the  Upanishads and the Veda to mean P ra -  
narn  ( Auin ). Sankaracharya has so in terpiet-  
ed it  in several portions of his commentary. 
Example “ Rishabhasya— C'handasam Rishabha- 
sya Pradhanasyn Prauavasya.”

I I I .  Mithuvam. As the word plainly indicates, this 
sign is intended to represent the first androgyne, 
the Arthavdreesu-ara, th e  bisexual Sephira- 
Adam Kadmon.

IV. Karh'dacam. W hen the syllables are converted 
into the •corresponding numbers according to the 
general mode of transm utation so often alluded 
to in M antra Shastra, the  word in question will 
be represented by / / / / ,  This sign then is evident
ly intended to represent the sacred Tctragram  ; 
the Parabrahmatlmracam ; the  Pranava resolved 
into four separate entities corresponding to its 
fo u r  M atras;  the four Avasthas  indicated by 
Jagra th  (waking) Avastha, Swapna (Dreamy) 
Avastha, Shushupti ( deep sleep ) Avastha, and 
Thurcea (the last stage, i.e., Nirvana) Avastha, (as 
yet. in potentiality) ; the f o u r  states o f  Brahm am  
called Vyswiinara, Thyjasa ( or H iranyagarbha ), 
Pragna, and Eswara and represented by Brahma, 
Vishnu. Mahaswara, and Sadasiva ; the,Jour aspects 
o f  Parabrahmam  as Stoolam, Sookshmam, Beojam 
and Sakshi ; the fo u r  stages or conditions o f  th.c 
Sacred wood named Para, Pasyanti, Mathyama 
and V y k h a r i ; N adam , B indu ,  Sak ti  am i Kal.a.. 
This sign completes the  first quaternary.

V. Sim ham .  This word contains a world of occult 
m eaning within i t se l f ; and it  may not be p ru 
dent, on my part  to disclose the  whole of its 
meaning in this article. I t  will be sufficient for 
the  purpose of this article to  give a  general 
indication of its significance.

Two of its synonymous terms are P anchdsyam  and 
I la r i ,  and its num ber in the  order of the Zodiacal divisions 
( being the fifth sign ) points clearly to the  former synonym. 
This synonym— Panchasyam— shows th a t  the sign is 
intended to represent tlie five Brahmas, viz,— Esanam. 
Aghoram, Tatpurusham, Vamadavam, and Sadyojfitam :—  
the five. Buddha* :— The second synonym shows it to be 
Nnr/iyana, the  Jeovatm a or Pratyagat.ma. (The Sukarahasy 
Upanishad will show that the  aucient Aryan philosophers

looked upon Nnm yana as the  Jeevsitma* The Vyslnia- 
vites may not adm it it. B u t  ns nn Advyt-i, T look upon 
Jeevn tm a ns identical with Parnmntmn. in its real essence 
when stripped of its fictitious attributes crented by Agna- 
nain or Avidya— ignorance). The Jeevntm a is correctly 
placed in the fifth sign counting from Mnshnm, ns the 
fifth sign is the jnitranthavam  or the son’s house accord
ing to the  rules of H indu  Astrology. The sign in question 
represents Jceva tm n— the son of Param atm a ns it were. 
( I  may also add thn t  it, represents the real (,'hrist, tho 
anointed pure spirit, thous'h the missionnrics may frown 
at, this interpretation)’!*. I will onlv add hero thn t u n 
less the nature  of this sign is fully comprehended it  will 
be impossible to understnnd the  real orr'er of the next 
three signs nnd their full significnnco. 'I’he elements or 
entities that, hnvo merely a potential existence in this 
sign become distinct, scpnrat.c entities in the next three 
signs. T heir  union into a single entity lends to the de
struction of the phenomenal universe, and the recognition 
of the pure spirit, and the ir  separation hns tho contrary 
effect. It. lends to material enrt-h-honiid existence and 
brings into view tho picture gallery of A vidya  (Isrnorance) 
or Maya ( Illusion). I f  the real oitlioorav'hy of the name 
by which the sign in question is indicated is properly u n 
derstood it will rendilv be seen that, the next three signs 
aro not What they ought to be. Kanya or Virgo and 
Vrischikam or Scorpio should form one single sign, nnd 
T hula  must follow the said sign if it is nt all necessary to 
havo a separate sign of that name. But a. separation 
between Kanya nnd Vrischikam was effected hv in te r
posing the sign T hula  between the  two. The object of 
this separation will be understood on examining the 
meaning of the three sio-ns.

VI. K a n ya .— Means a virgin and represents Sukti or 
Mnhiimava. The sign in question is the (it.li Rnsi or 
division and indicates tha t there are six primary 
forces in nature. These forces have different sets 
of names in Sanskrit philosophy. According to one 
system of nomenclature they nre ca'led by the fol
lowing nnmes ;— (1) Parasaktv : (2) (Jnanasakti ; (3) 
Itchasakti (will-power) : (4' Krivjisnkti ; ( ”>) Kunda- 
l in isak t i ; nnd ((!) Mathrukasnkti.j The six forces.

* In i t s  l o w e s t  o r  m o st, m a t e r i a l  s t a t e .  a s  t l io  1 i fc-jn in < -i(ife w h i c h  
a n im a t ,o s  t l i o  m a t e r i a l  b o d ie s  o f  t l i c  a n i m a l  a ,m l v e g e t a b le  w o r ld s ,  
& e , — E d .  T i i e o h .

t  Nevertheless it is a true one. Tlie .1 ir-ntma in tlio .1/ lerorosm. 
(man) is t.lie same spiritual essence wli'ch animates tbe Mw'mrox'ni 
(universe), tlie diH’emitiation. or si ecificdiflcrei'ee between the two 
Jivatmus presenting itself lmt. in tbe two states or conditions of tlie 
same and one force Hence, “ this son of Pa rain a I ma ’ is an eternal 
correlation of tlie Fatln-r-CJause, Purusha manifesting bimself as 
llrabina of the “ gulden ego’" and becoming Yiradji-—tin; universe. 
We are “ all born of /'diti from (lie water” (livnins of tlic 
Maruts X. H3 21 and “ Peing was born from liot-heiiig” (Rig-Veda. 
Maudala 1. Pukta. — E d. Turcos.

J  Pa-rasal-ti :—T.iternlly tlie great, or supreme force or power. I t  
means and includes the powers of light ami hent,

Oiiauasnl.'ti: — laterally the power of intellect, or the power of real 
wisdom or knowledge. I t  lias two aspects.

I. The following are some of its manifestations vhen idaeed wi
der the ivfluenee. or control, of material conditions.

(a) The power of the mind in interpreting M i r  sensations, (li) 
Its power in recalling past ideas < memory ) and raising future 
expectations, (c) Its power as exhibited in what are called by 
modern psychologists “ the laws of association” which enables it to 
form persisting connections between various groups of sensations 
and possibilities of sensations and thus geii'Tatc the notion or idea 
of ail external object. (J) Its power in connecting our ideas 
together by the mysterious link of memory and thus generating 
the notion of self or individuality.

II.  Tlio following arc some of its manifestations when liberated 
from the bonds of mutter :—

(a) Clairvoyance (b) Psychomet r\-. •
Itchasakti:—Literally the powi’r of the win. Its most ordinary 

manifestation is tlio generation of certain nerve currents which set 
in motion such muscles as are required for tlie accomplishment of 
the desired object-

Kriyusahi—The mysterious power of thought, which enables it 
to produce external, perceptible, phenomenal results by its own 
inherent energy. The ancients held that any idea will manifest 
itself externally if one's attention is deeply concentrated upon it 
Similarly an intense volition will be followed by tlie desired result.



itvo in tlieir unity represented by tlie A stra l light. *
V II.  T h u lu .— W hen represented by numbers accord' ■ 

ing to the method above alluded to, th is  word will be 
converted into .‘Hi. This sign, therefore, is evidently 
intended to represent the Tatwams. (The num ber 
of Tatwam s is different according to the  views of 
different philosophers; bu t  by Saktayas  generally and 
by several of the ancient Ilishis such as Agasthya, 
Thoorwtisa and Parasuram a &e., the num ber of Tat- 
warns lias been stated to be 36). Jeevfitma differs 
from Paramatma, or to state  the same th ing  in other 
words, " Baddha” differs from “M ukta” ■f in being 
encased as it  were within these .‘i(i Tatwams, while 
the other is free. This sign prepares the  way to 
earthly Adam, to N arr . An the  emblem of N ara  it  
is properly placed as the seventh sign, 

v i i r .  V-, -isc/ukam.— I t  is stated by ancient philoso
phers tha t  the sun when located in this Kasi or divi
sion is called by the  name of Vishnu  (see the 12th 
ykandlr',  of Bhagavata). This sign is in tended to 
represent Vishnu. Vishnu literally means that which  
i# c.cjialulvd— expanded as Visw am  or Universe. P ro
perly speaking, Viswam itself is Vishnu (see Sanka- 
racharya’s commentary on Vishnusahasrannmam.)
I have already intimaled th a t  Vishnu represents the 
iSioapudcast/ia or the Dreamy State. The sign in 
question properly signifies the  Universe in thought 
or the universe in the divine conception.

It, is properly placed as the sign opposite to Rishabham 
orPranava. Analysis from Pranava downwards leads to the  
Universe of Thought, and synthesis from the  la tte r  u p 
wards leads to Pranava ( Aum ). W e have now arrived at 
the ideal state of the univeise previous to its coming into 
material existence. The expansion of the Beejam or 
primitive germ into the universe is only possible when 
the 0 6  “ Tatwams ” j  are interposed between the  Maya 
and Jeevfitma. The dreamy state is induccd through the 
instrumentality of these “ Tatwams.” I t  is the  existence 
of these Tatwams th a t  brings Hamsu  into existence. The 
elimination of these Tatwams marks the  beginning of tho 
synthesis towards Pranava and Brahm am  and converts 
Hamsu  into hohtin.. As it  is intended to Represent the 
different stages of creation from Brahm am  downwards to 
the material universe the three signs Kanya\ Thula, and

A Yogi generally performs his wonders by means of Itclmsakti and 
Kriyasakti,

Kundalinisa.kti:— Literally the power or force which moves in 
n serpentine or carved pa'h. I t  i.s the universal lile-principle which 
everywhere manifests itself in nature, 'l’his force includes in itself 
the two "feat forces of attraction and repulsion. Electricity and 
lnaunetism are but manifestations of it. This is the power or force 
which brings about th a t  “ continuous adjustment of internal 
relations to c.vte.rw.l relations ” which is the essence of life according 
to H erbert  Spencer and tha t “ continuous adjustment of external re
lations to internal relations'’ which is the basis of transmigration of 
souls or punarjainiam (re-birth) according to the doctrines of the 
ancient Ilindu philosophers. -

A Yogi must thoroughly subjugate this power or force before he 
can attain laoksham. This force is, iu fact, the great serpent of the 
Bible-

Mathrukasakti-Literally the force or power of letters or speech 
or mttsic. The whole of the ancient M antra Sjliasti'a has this force 
or power in all its manifestations for its subject-matter- The 
power of The Word which Jesus  Christ speaks of is a manifestation 
of this Sakti. The intiueuoe of music is one of its ordinary mauifes-, 
tations The power of the miritic ineffable name is the crown of 
this Sakti.

Modern science has but partly investigated the first, second and 
fifth of the forces or powers uboveuamed, bu t  it is altogether iu' 
the dark as regards the remaining power. .

■ * Even the very name of Kanya (Virgin) shows how all the an
cient esoteric systems agreed in all their fundamental doctrines., 
The Kabalists and the Hermetic philosophers call the Astral Light 
the heavenly or celestial Virgin.” The Astral Light in its unity is 
the 7tb. Hence the seven principles diffused in every unity or the 
(i and o n e —  two triangles and a crown.— Hu. i ’m-;os. '

t  As the Infinite differs from the Finite and the Unconditioned 
from the conditioned.— Er. T i i e o s .  • ■

J  3(i is three times 12, or !) Tetraktis, or 12 • Triads, tho moBt 
sacrcd numbers in the Kabalistic and .Pythagorean numerals.— 
pn. Tneos, ,

Viischiknm are placed in the order in which they  now 
stand as three separate signs.

IX. Thanus ( Sag ittar ius) .  W hen represented in 
numbers the nam e is equivalent to 9, and the  division 
in question is the  9th division counting from Masbam. 
Tl le sign, therefore, clearly indicates the 0 B ra h m a s— 
the 9 Parajapatis  who assisted the Demiurgus in 
constructing the material universe.

X. Mukaram.— There is some difficulty in interpreting 
this word ; nevertheless it  contains within itself the 
clue to its correct interpretation. The le tter M a  is 
equivalent to number") and K ara  means hand. Now 
in Sanskrit  Thribhitja'ni means a triangle, bhujnm 
or karani ( both are synonymous ) being understood 
to mean a side. So, H akaram  or Panehakaram means 
a Pentagon.*

Now, Makaram is the  ten th  sign and the term “ Thasa- 
th i s a ” is generally used by Sanskrit writers to denote 
the faces or sides of the universe. The sign in ques
tion is intended to represent the faces of the universe 
and indicates th a t  the  figure of the universe is 
bounded by Pentagons. I f  we take the pentagons as 
regular pentagons (011 the presumption or supposition 
th a t  the  universe is symmetrically constructed ) the 
figure of the  material universe will, of course, be a 
Iludccahcdnm,  the  geometrical model imitated by the 
Demiurgus in constructing the material universe. I f  
T hula  was subsequently invented ami if instead of 
the  three signs “ Kanya,” “ Thula,” and “ Vrisehik- 
am,” there  had existed formerly only one sign com
bining in itself Kanya and Yrisehikam, tho sign now 
under consideration was the eighth sign under the old 
system, and i t  is a significant fact th a t  Sanskrit 
writers generally speak also of “ Aahtathisa ” or eight 
faces bounding space. I t  is quite  possible th a t  the 
num ber of ihisa  m ight have been altered from 8  to 1 0  
when the formerly existing Virgo- Scorpio was split 
up into three separate signs.

Again, K a r a  may be taken to represent the projecting 
triangles of the star-shaped figure so often alluded to 
in the  columns of this journal in connection with 
Scorpion-sting. This figure may also be called a 
kind of regular pentagon (see, T odhunter’s Spherical 
Trigonometry p. 14.“}). I f  this interpretation is 
accepted, the  llasi or sign in question represents the 
“ Microcosm.” B ut th e  “ microcosm ” or the world of 
though t is really represented by Vrischilcuri 1 . From 
an objective point of view the “ microcosm ” is repre
sented by the  hum an body. M akaram  may be taken 
to represent simultaneously both the microcosm and 
the  macrocosm, as external objects of perception.

In  connection with th is  sign I shall sta te  herein a few 
im portant facts which I beg to submit for the  considera
tion of those who are interested in examining the  ancient 
occult sciences of India. I t  is generally held by the an
cient philosophers th a t  th e  macrocosm is similar to the 
microcosm in having a Stoola S u r iro m  and a Svoksma 
Sari ram. The visible universe is the Stoola Sari ram of 
Viswam ; the  ancient philosophers held tha t  as a substratum 
for this visible universe, there is another universe—- 
perhaps we may call it  the universe of Astral Light 
— the real universe of Noumena, the  soul as it  
were of this visible universe. I t  is darkly hinted in 
certain passages o ftl ie  Veda and the Upanishads tha t  this 
hidilen universe of Astral Light is to be represented by an 
Icosahedron. The connection between an Icosahedron 
and a Dodecahedron is something very peculiar and in
teresting though the figures seem to be so very dissimilar 
to each other. The connection may be understood by the 
undermentioned geometrical construction. Describe a 
Sphere about an Icosahedron ; let perpendiculars be drawn 
from the centre of the Sphere on its faces and produced

* See the article in the August (1881) number “ tlie Five-Pointed 
Star,” where we stated tha t the five-pointed star or pentagram 

the five l i » b a  of T w o s .



to meet the surface of tlic Sphere. Now, if the points of 
intersection be joined, a Dodecahedron is formed within tlio 
Sphere. By a similar process an Icosahedron may be 
constiucted from a Dodecahedron. ( Sec Todhunter 's 
Spherical Trigonometry p. J41 : a rt lf)«‘3 ). The figure con
structed as above described will represent the universe of 
m a tte r  and the universe of Astral .Light as they actually 
exist. 1 shall not now, however, proceed to show how tho 
universe of Astral L igh t  mav be considered in the light ofO •• _ O
an Icosahedron. I shall only sta te  here th a t  this concep
tion of the Aryan philosophers is not to be looked upon 
as mcic “ theological twaddle’’ or as the outcome of wild 
fancy. The real significance of the  conception in ques
tion can, I believe, be explained by reference to the 
psychology and the physical science ot the  ancients. B u t 
I must stop here and proceed to consider the meaning of 
the  remaining two signs.

XI. Kini,b/nt,in.— (Ur A<)i<nriux). When represented by 
numbers, the  word is equivalent to 14. It can be 
easily perceived then th a t  the  division in question is 
intended to represent the  “ Chaturdasa  Jiliuvanam” 
or the 14 lokams spoken of in Sanskrit  books.

X II.  J feenom (or Pisces). This word again is represented 
bv ;> when written in numbers and is evidently in
tended to convey the idea of Paacham tihabku lam s  
or the .7 clcmtnta. The sign also suggests tha t water 
(not the ordinary water but the universal solvent of 
the ancient alchemists) is the most important amongst 
the  said elements.

.1 have now finished the task whieh I ’nave set to myself 
in this article. My purpose is not to explain the ancient 
theory of creation itself, bu t to show the  connection 
between th a t  theory ami the Zodiacal divisions. I  have 
herein brought to light but a very small portion ot the 
philosophy imbedded in these signs. The veil tha t  was 
dexterously thrown over certain portions of the mystery 
connected with these signs by the ancient philosophers 
will ncrcr bv lifted vp  lor (he am usem ent vi edification of  
the imtuilii.iled public.

Now lo summarize the facts s tated in this article, the 
contents of the first chapter of the history of this universe 
are as follows :—

( 1). The self-existent, eternal Brahmam,
(2). Pranava (Aum).
(.’}). The androgyne Bralnn, or the bisexual Scphira- 

Adam Kadiuon.
(4). The Sacred T e tragram — the four matras of P ra 

nava— the tour avast has— the four states of Brah- 
m am — the Sacred Tharacam.

(5). The five B rahm as—the five Buddhas representing 
in their  totality the Jeovatma.

(ti). The astral light— the holy virgin— the six forces 
in nature.

(7). The  thirty-six Tatwams born of Avidya.
(8 ). The universe in thought— the Swapna A vastha— 

the microcosm looked at from a  subjective point of 
view.

(9.) The nine Prajapatis— the assistants of the Deiniur- 
gus.*

(10.) The shape of the material universe in the  mind of 
the Demiurgus— the DODJiCAHEDliOX.

(11). The fourteen lokams.
(1 2 ). The five elements.

The history of creation and of this world from its begin
ning up to t.he present time is composed of Hecca chapters. 
The Hevcitlh chapter is not yet completed.

Triplicane, Madras, 14th September, 1881.

" The nine Kabnlistie Sepliiroths emanated from Sephira tlio IOtli 
and tliu licad Sopliiroth aro identical. Three trinities or triads 
with their einanntive principle form.tho Pythagorean mystic l)ecadt 
tho jfuw of ail which i-E^jsViita tyowl&tb gKttsnvds.'-~ Up. TBtfJtf. ' '

n i l  A T  T H E O S O P H Y  H A S  D O N E  F O R  C E Y L O N .
BY I’KTEIt I)K AIJHKW.

It is about a year since Colonel Olcott and the dele
gates of the Theosophical Society came to Ceylon. The 
sole object of the ir  visit was to inaugurate Branches of the 
Pa ren t  Society in different parts of the  Island, and this 
they did with wonderful success. Colonel Olcott has now 
paid us a  second visit. Seeing th a t  liis past labours 
among the  Sinhalese were very fruitful, he has devised 
and set on foot a plan which, indeed, if effectually carried 
out, as a t  present seems inevitable, will prove a glorious 
one. The a t te m p t  is to propagate and revive the  t ru e  
religion of our Lord Buddha, and give it  a firniei footing 
in the Island than  i t  has a t  present. To carry out this 
noble scheme, education is proposed as the chief motor, and 
Colonel Olcott and his Buddhist brethren are raising tho 
means to establish schools for the religious and secular 
education of the children. To facilitate the task, Colonel 
Olcott has lately compiled and.published a Catechism, in 
which the religious principles of our blessed Lord B uddha 
are brielly expounded. This little book is a great boon 
to our young ones, as i t  is the first Buddhist Catechism 
according to the canon of the Southern Church th a t  was 
ever brought before the  public. So meritorious is it  th a t  
even  a young child who can read cither  English or S in
halese will be able to understand it, th e  tex t  being as 
clear and concise as impressive.

The Christian missionaries have hitherto  been playing 
sad havoc with the  Sinhalese. Pretending  to Buddhist  
parents, to give the ir  children a thorough secular education 
even in the higher branches, they turn  their pupils’ a t te n 
tion more lo Christian religion than  to anyth ing  else, and : 
thus quietly  mislead the ignorant parents, who repent 
often when too late. Shakespeare s ay s :

‘ ‘ I n  r e l i g i o n ,

W h a t  d n m n e i l  e r r o r ,  b u t  s o m e  s o b e r  b r o w  .
"Will b k ^ s  i t ,  a n d  a p p r o v e  i t  w i t h  a  t e x t ;
H i d i n g  t h e  g r o s s n c s s  w i t h  f a i r  o r n a m e n t  ? ”

The other day I  was told tha t  a smart boy of nine years 
born of Buddhis t  parents, and no Christian, came to a place 
where Colonel Olcott was presiding a t  the opening of a 
school. On being asked what was the  object of liis com
ing there, h o 'rep lied ;  “ I  want to join your school; but 
mind, 1 will ne ither  observe ‘ Pancha S ila ’ (the  5 precepts) 
nor offer flowers to Buddha.” Questioned by a B uddhist 
gentlem an why lie refused to follow the precepts of his 
religion, the  lad is reported to have answered th a t  lie had 
been tau g h t  by his former tu to r— a Christian minister—  
never to do so again. Now, the blame does not fall so 
much upon the  Christian ‘ padree ’ as upon the Buddhist 
parents. For the  missionary believed he acted according 
to his Christian duty. The whole weight of sin I s a y ,  
lies on the lad’s parents, for sending him to a Christian 
teacher, where he was sure to be taugh t to break tho’ O
precepts of our Lord Buddha.

Since the  B uddh ist  Branches of the  Thcosophical So
ciety were organized in Ceylon many Buddhists of both 
sexes arc perceptibly improving their  morality and a t tend 
ing at meetings to hear the sacred Bana preached, and at  
the  science lectures given on Saturday evenings a t  the  
Colombo Head-quarters, great interest is shown. The 
untir ing  President of the Colombo Branch and his worthy 
staff have made an arrangem ent th a t  “ B a n a ” or th e ,  
sermons of Lord B uddha are to be preached every S u n 
day a t  the  Head-quarters, where a  large concourse of 
peoplo 'issemble to hear it. 1

For the propagation of Buddhism and education an 
ecclesiastical convention was held a t  Colombo by Colonel , 
Olcott a t  which 07 of the leading and most zealous of tho 
Buddhist priests of the Island, were present. The 
project to raise a national fund by getting  each Buddhist 
of the Island to subscribe a rupee was approved, and the 
priests have sinet^ been co-operating with tlic Colonel. 
Since then the rich people have been m aking  liberal do
nations, aud much enthusiasm is awakened wherever . 
C te|d$l Jdcfftdtei';b tit't i y s  fu&d,



Tho desire oftlie Buddhists is very groat to see their reli
gion rescued from the oblivion into which it lias sunk. 
Sinhalese folk-lore contains a legend which says, that 
after the lapse of 2,500 years from Buddha’s birth liis 
religion will again reign supreme as in the good old days!
Jt does seem as it the prophecy were about to be lul- 
filled. ‘

Colombo, Cinnamon Gardens,
Aug. 2nd 1881. .

T H E  C E L E S T IA L  IM P E R IA L  FAMI LY.

Recently M. V. Vassilief, tlie well-known Russian 
traveller.and Thibetan  Chinese scholar, who passed long 
years at Pekin, has contributed some very interesting 
information to the Russian papers about the Celestials iu 
general, ami the Imperial House and State finances 
especially. He writes that as it is deemed disrespectful to 
speak of the family of the Bogdikhan in public or expa
tiate upon its private affairs officially, it was, therefore, 
forbidden to give the real number of its members to 
foreigneis. It was only by long residence in China 
that, he managed to learn the following particulars:-—At 
the end oftlie last century there were about .‘>0,000 mem
bers of the Imperial blood ; then, between 17S40-.1 S.*>() 
they were supposed to have reached the enormous figure 
of G'0,000, and now lie writes, " there is no doubt but that 
they reckon 1,00,000 !■” This army of men are nil direct- 
descendants of Noor-ha-tzi alone, the fore-lather of the 
present dynasty, who reigned ,‘JOO years ago. This case 
beats even the Malthusian law of the increase ot popula
tion, aud the work of that great political economist would 
doubtless bo subject to revision and modification, wero ho 
to know more of China than he did. The wealthy class 
of China is not limited as to the number of female slaves, 
and the children born of these enjoy th e  rights of legiti
macy aud are allowed certain privileges and titles accord
ing to the wealth and title of their father. The males 
among these in their turn keep harems to t.he full extent 
of their means. The sons of the Bogdikhan (emperor) 
receive the title of Tzin-vun, and the eldest son of each 
of these, that of Tsun-van ,—one degree lower—the elder 
sons of the latter lower yet, and so on. But the second 
and following sous of the Tsm-vung, and those of the 
inferior princes of blood receive far lower distinctions, so 
that their descendants very soon reaching the lowest ranks 
in the hierarchy of nobility, they become simple “ Tzoon- 
shi” by the thousands yet are deemed oftlie Imperial house 
aud blood. This class is generally termed “ the yellow- 
belted” noblemen, as they alone have the right to wear a 
sash of that royal colour. Each degree in th a t  hierarchy 
has a  right to a fixed salary, proportionate to its import
ance,—in M. Vassiliof’s opinion often a. verv small one 
though. A Tzin-van, or prince of blood of the highest 
degree, receives but 20,000 rubles a year or a,bout 40,000 
rupees, but he holds a staff of courtiers and suite, for the 
maintenance of which he also receives extra sums and 
bread. Gradually lowering with each generation, the 
pretensions of a “ yellow-belt” do not exceed very often the 
sum of 10 rubles (rupees 20) a month, his rations, and 
aid iu cash in cases of funeral marriage, or other events 
requiring expenditure. However many there may be of 
such “ princes of blood,” none of them can ever lose either 
his rank or pension unless it be for crime, so long as lie 
lives. It thus becomes clear that if reckoning all iu all 
we allow for every yellow-belt” (there are “ red-belted ” 
princes too, who have also to be reckoned in) but the sum 
of 200 rubles (.Rs. 400) a year, the total of this civil list 
owing to the enormous number of the princes of blood, 
surpasses in now-aristocratic China the expenditures of all 
the other royal houses in the world put together. With 
the yearly expenditure for the Imperial Court proper, and 
the palaces of the “ Tziu-vaus”, which reaches o0 millions of 
rubles (Rs. U0 millions) th«? sum is a very heavy one for 
tlw yitiocss exchequer. At tbu sarnu tjimu, adda tbei

writer, “ no one is rich here ; all complain and seek lo 
limit their expenses.” Even the Imperial Court itself wu-;, 
several times, forced to cut off its expenses, to content 
itself with the worst material, a.s its magnificent manufac
tories at Sootchnoy and Khan-tchjoy were completely 
bankrupt. Therefore, it is no matter for wonder if these 
titled relatives of the Emperor accept bribery, and the 
simple “ yellow-belted’ legion arc all but regularly orga
nized highway men. In the last official reports they are
denounced a.s smugglers, aud robbers...... In Pekin bands
were organized among them with the object, of plundering 
the inhabitants on the outskirts of the city, and the police 
are powerless, for whenever one is caught they dare not 
lay a hand on the sacred “ yellow-belted” brigand but 
have to let him go. Notwithstanding their rank and high 
connexions, M. Vassilief says that “these princes of blood 
might be easily hired by any European to serve him in the 
capacity of cook aud even coachman.” Hie transit tjluria 
m u n dt—among the Celestials as among the Terrestrials ! !

T H E  B R I G H T  S P O T  OF L IG H T .

To t h k  E d i t o r  o f  t h e  T h k o s o i ’i i i s t .

M a d a m  K,— In the last issue of your valuable Journal, a 
member of the New York Theosophical Society seeks to 
be enlightened as to the cause of a bright spot of light 
which he has often seen. I am also equally curious 
to have all explanation. I attribute it to the highest 
covecntmtiun  of the soul. As soon a.s I placo myself iu 
that prescribed attitude, suddenly a bright spot appears 
before me which fills my heart with delight,—indeed, than 
being regarded as a ŝ pi/cial sign by the Indian devotee 
that he is in the right'path, leading to ultimate success iu 
the Yoga practice—that he is blessed byr the special 
grace ol’the Almighty.

One evening, sitting on the ground cross-legged, in that 
state of innate concentraticn when the sotd soars into the 
high regions, 1 was blessed with a shower of flowers—a 
most brilliant, sight, and which T long to see again. I moved 
to catch at flowers so rare, but they eluded my grasp and 
suddenly disappeared, leaving me much disappointed. 
Finally two flowers fell on me, one touching myr head and 
the other my right shoulder but this time also the attempt 
to seize them was unsuccessful. What can it be, if not a 
response that God has been pleased with his worship
per, meditation being, I believe, the unique way of spirit
ual worship.

September, 18, 1881. •
P.

Editor's Note.— I t  depends. T h o se  of our orthodox native 
contributors,  who w orship some p articular  G od,— or, i f  they so 

prefer,  the one I s w a r  un d er  some particular name— are too ap t  
to ii tirihuie evei y  psychological elleefc brought on by menial 
concealration d u rin g  the hours of religious meditation to llieir 
special deity, whereas, in 9 9  cases out o f  100, such efleels 

nro due Minply to purely psycko-pliijsioloijiciil effects. Wo 

know u num ber ot mystically-inclined people who see such 
“ lights.” as that,as soon as they concentrate tlieir thoughts. 

Spir itualists  all rihiite them lo the agency o f  th e ir  departed 
frien s ; lJmldhists— who have no personal G od— to n pre- 
nirvunic s tate  ; pantheists ami Vednniius to ilw /u — illusion of 
senses ; and Chris tians— to a foresight o f t l ie  glories of  Paradise. 
T h e  modern Occultists  say that,  when not directly  due to cere
bral action whose norm al functions are  cerlninly impeded by 

such an artificial mode o f  deep concentration'— these lights nro 
glimpses o f  ihe A stral Light,  or, to use a more scientific 
expressii n — of the “ U niversal E th e r” firmly believed in by 

more than one man o f  science, as proved by Mr. Balfour 
S le w a rt’s Un-secn Universe. L ike  the pure  blue sky closely 
shroudrd by th ick vapours oil a misty day— is (lie A stra l  
Light, eoiiceah-d from our physical senses, during  the hours of 
our normal, daily life, l in t  when concentrating all our spiritual 

faculties, we succeed, for the time being, to paralyze their 
enemy—-pliysicid senses, and the inner man becomes, so to say,

distinct jVofu tbv nwu uf mutter, ttytn* tlio aVtiu# of itfo



living spirit, like a breeze that clears the sky from its obstruct
ing clouds—sweeps away the mist which lies between onr nor
mal vision nnd the Astral Light, and, we obtain glimpses into, 
find of, tlmt light.

Tlie days of smoking furnaces” and “ burning lamps” which 
form part of the Biblical visions are well gone by and—to re
turn no more, lint, whosoever, refusing natural explanations, 
prefers supernatural ones, is, of course, at liberty to imagine 
that an “ Almighty God” amuses us with visions of flowers, 
and sends burning lights before making “ covenants” with his 
worshippers. '

T H E  W I T C H C R A F T  AJSD D E M O N O L O G  Y  OF 
P I C T  A VIA.

“ This is 011c of the extreme cases of delusion, which 
a  man of strong natural judgment- lias ventured to re
cord of himself. Cardan, who fancied himself visited by 
supernatural impulses, never produced so marvellous a 
story,” says the Antiquarian Repository quoting from Dr. 
Ferriar’s “ Theory of Apparitions.”

In  the year 1823 a very worthy M inister of the  Seces
sion Church, whose literary and an tiquarian  tastes led 
him to take  a  deep in terest in elucidating the  history and 
antiquities of his native province, gave to the world ail 
octavo volume, bearing a long title, which sufficiently in
dicates the  varied charactei of tho contents.

The author, Mr. Small, came of respectable parentage, 
l i e  was born on the 31st December, 17GG, a t  Netherton, 
in Abernethy parish, and was the  eldest of a family of 
eight. His father, John  Small, was a farmer in good cir
cumstances, and filled the office of E lder in the  Secedar 
Congregation a t  Abernethy. Young Small was educated 
a t  the  Secession School of A bernethy, and being a lad of 
parts, much given to his booit, and of evident piety, was 
destined for the pulpit.

But, unfortunately for his prospects, his health  gave 
way a t  this juncture , and lie never became placed Mini
ster.” On his father’s death, he succeeded to Pitmiddcn, 
and having sold th a t  property, w ent to reside in E d in 
burgh, where he married, about 1807. B u t  his wedded 
life was short, his wife being taken  away about four years 
afterwards, leaving no childcrn. Mr. Small now removed 
from the capital to Edenshead, in his own district, and 
seems to have devoted his a ttention closely to antiqua- 
riauism, perhaps to relieve and wean his mind from u n 
availing regrets. H e  possessed considerable literary 
acquirements, and his industry of research in connection 
with his favourite topics was truly indefatigable, “ though 
it  must be confessed, his intellect was dashed with an 
ecccntrieity, which tim e developed into a decided craze,” 
prudently adds the A ntiquarian  Repository.

While a t Edenshead, he published his Roman A n t i 
quities. B u t  Mr. Small’s discoveries were not confined 
to the Battle  of the  Grampians, and the  origin aud uses 
of the round Tower a t  Abernethy. H av ing  left Edens
head, he took up his abode permanently  in the  city of 
the  Piets, and was resident there  'when, in 1843, he as
tounded the world with a new volume, ti t led  as under—  
Hidden th ings brought to light. In  reference both to 
the  Upper, Middle, and Lower Worlds ; or, The  True 
Millennium, only to be enjoyed in the new or renovated 
Earth, iu answer to E igh t  Objections of the  Rev. Dr. 
Wardlaw, against the F irs t  Resurrection aud Millennium. 
Also, New Discoveries in antiquities, with Illustrations 
of those formerly discovered. Together with a Truly 
interesting N arrative of a  man under Demoniacal Possess
ion. W ith  a Discovery of a Remedy for the  Night-mare. 
By the Rev. Andrew Small, LL.D., A bernethy  : author 
of Roman Antiquities. Edinburgh : Published by the 
Author, and sold by all Booksellers. M D C C C X L III .

This book (containing 2'>0 pages) has no prin te r’s 
name, although there is nothing in i t  of which a prin ter  
m ight be ashamed. The Author, as will be observed, 
claims tho degree of LL.D. We will not meddle with the
PoctovV Willc»eari«i speculates,; nor liis fa ttw ’a

discoveries in antiquities which merely go to confirm his 
former theories. B u t  the third portion of the  book— his 
marvellous “N arra t ive” concerning Demoniacal Possession 
and the N ight-M are— demands ample notice ; and sure 
aro we th a t  this revelation of experiences will make many 
of our readers stare.

Previous to Mr. Sm all’s debut as an author, lie became 
acquainted with a  schoolmaster, in Strathmiglo, in his 
near neighbourhood, who having occasionally gone “ to 
converse with and console a man in the place who had 
once been in the army, and who was subject frequently to 
fits of u t te r ing  the  most shocking blasphemy,” was one 
n igh t affected in a strange m an n er :  namely, he “ felt
something press upon and envelope his head, and like a 
strong current of air rushing down his throat, sucking his 
breath down after it, and ever after, a t  times, he had au 
irresistible impulse to blaspheme.” There was no other 
explanation of this seizure than  th a t  the evil spirit had 
quitted  ihe  patient, and taken possession of the  visitor ; 
for the  old soldier “ soon recovered and worked a t  the 
roads.” The poor Dominie fared ill. We may assume 
th a t  he had been naturally predisposed to lunacy ; but the 
credulous about him, including Mr. Small, took quite 
another view of his disorder. Living in the  vicinity a t the 
time, our au thor  “ was frequently sent for when’’ the 
unhappy pedagogue “ was seized with these fits of blas
phemy and being firmly persuaded tha t  this was a pure 
case of possession, lie treated  it  accordingly, holding 
colloquies with the  demon, whose speech,uttered out of 
the  mouth of the possessed, was always, we are told, iu 
the broad Scots dialect.” Of course, the  Rev. gentleman 
had generally the  best of the  argument, as was evinced 
by the demon’s mockery— Bub, bub, bub,’ it cried, 
and did this often when it  was hard pressed.” And here 
we m ust state  th a t  to maintain a ju s t  distinction betwixt 
the  demon and the  victim, Mr. Small invariably m en
tions the former by the italicised pronoun it.

After hearing it speaking out of the  man for some time 
in the  most outrageous manner, I  said, “ I  am astonished 
tha t  any one should hesitate  in the least about th a t  being 
a  devil : I  am ju s t  as sure th a t  i t  is a devil speaking out 
of the man as I am sure th e  sun is now shining,” which 
it was a t  the  time very brightly. I t  could not resist this 
appeal,bu t cried out in the most ferocious m anner— “ Yes 1 
yes ! I ’m a devil ! I ’m a devil ! I ’m a devil ! and I ’ll let 
you sec w hat I can do to him.” I t  then made him roar 
in the  most terrific manner, with his tongue hanging out,

. . . . ® o O ’
twisting his head about so th a t  his face was looking over 
the back of the  chair, so th a t  I  really though t his neck 
was dislocated. 1 then rushed in and seized the  man by 
the  arm, and ordered it in the Lord’s name to let th a t  
man alone, and come out of him immediately. I t  was 
then  proposed th a t  1 should pray with him. I t  then cried 
out in the most furious manner. “ Ye darna pray : if you 
offer to pray for ’im, I ’ll not only tear  you, bu t I ’ll tear 
every one of you in pieces.” I  said. “ You dare not 
touch one hair of our head : you are under an invisible 
restraint : and though you have the inclination, you have 
no power whatever ; I  view it as a present duty, and in 
the  Lord’s strength I ’ll essay it.” I t  never spoke another 
word, bu t  allowed me to do it.

“ I t  never would allow the man to read the  Bible : 
whenever he pu t up his baud to take  it down, U would 
cry out, ‘ I f  you dare.’ And also, in order to prevent the 
m an’s secret prayer, it would cry out, ‘ I ’ll pray, too ; I ’ll 
pray for damnation on you.’ B u t  when it  saw th a t  it  
could not prevail (for the man was a serious good Christ
ian, and was highly esteemed, perhaps overmuch so, and 
he became ra the r  too much elated 'on th a t  account, bu t he 
got a sad humbling, indeed,) it  then tried to make a  merit 
of necessity ; i t  would say before going to bed , 1 Ye maun* 
gang an  say ycr prayers me.’ Many a n igh t i t  would 
continue to blaspheme.” Its threatenings, too, were te r 
rible. I t  very often said to the  man, “ ‘ Ise make ye as 
miserable as I  can ere I  leave ye ye t  ; and I ’ll crush ye 
to pieces ere 1 leave y e t a t  the  same time heaving him up 
.wove thou a foot from, the bed.” .Ae4 oue eight iu pan



ticular, and liis wife declared, “ it raised him up as high 
as the table, anil his head touching the ceiling of the  room, 
and made him walk as upon springs, she though t lie 
would bring down the house.”

These scenes wrought so deeply on Mr. Small’s mind 
tha t  he thought it  to be his duty  to draw up  a narrative 
of tlie case for the edification of the  p u b l ic ;  bu t  like a 
sensible man as ho was, he chose first to consult the 
schoolmaster’s wife upon the propriety of such a step. H e 
accordingly sent for the good woman to his own residence, 
and she “ went heartily into th e  plan of my intended 
procedure.” Unluckily, however, the  person who carried 
the  message to the  woman’s house committed a th o u g h t
less blunder which entailed unheard-of consequences, 
*■ My sending for her,” says Mr. Small, was “ the  source of 
all the most determined opposition and dreadful annoyance 
I  m et with for the space of more than nine years before I 
fully discovered the remedy.” H ad  he ju s t  proceeded 
with his Narrative, without speaking of it to any body, 
“ this adversary, zealous and vigilant though he be, would 
never have detected me in doing it, for he is neither 
omnipresent nor omniscient, bu t  the  person I  sent to tell 
her to come, happened to blab it  out before th e  man, and 
this vigilant adversary was always jealous of me, and quite 
averse e ither to the  man to come to me, or me to come to 
him. It had sent a spy or spies to watch my conduct, 
and had heard onr conversation : of this I  am convinced.” 
The demon was highly indignant a t  the  project of the  
Narrative, and determined forthwith to. wreak its wrath 
upon the intended author, so as, if possible, to defeat his 
design. I t  is now th a t  we come to the  cream of the story : 
and a stranger story has seldom been told. “ T ha t  very 
n ight”— of the  consultation with tbe  schoolmaster’s wife—

T h a t  very night I  was attacked by some of these in
ferior ones ; and by the eye of the mind saw its diminutive 
shape, not so big as a rat, with wings, b u t  grinning with 
rage, as soon as 12  o’clock s truck ;  and ever after this 
systeni of persecution and annoyance was carried on. 
Their object was to prevent me from falling asleep, in 
order to intimidate me, and prevent th e  carrying on the
narrative, which was begun next d a y ........  T heir  various
plans of annoyance were e ither bv these galvanic shocks 
usually, as spirits give ju s t  when the  senses are about to 
be locked up in sleep, which the most of people have felt 
some time or other, bu t  these were often repeated fcr 
hours together, and increased from th e  slightest shock to 
sometimes the  explosion of a } lb. of gunpowder. Another 
of their  plans of persecution was to give a severe shock, or 
push, in the  centre of the  r igh t foot, by which the whole 
body was agitated— this plan was continued longest of 
any ; or third, by a tremendous pressure on the  whole 
body, attended by an innate horror and an arrest  laid upon 
the  tongue, hands, and feet, so th a t  none of these could be 
moved; bu t groan until the  pressure was taken off. This 
is what is usually called incubus, or night-mare, of which 
I  never knew anyth ing  about till this time ; b u t  it  was 
generally repeated once or twice a week until I  found out 
a  sure remedy tor the  whole.

Strong in his rectitude of our persecuted friend com
menced the  writing of his Narrative, despite th e  assaults of 
the winged imps and the  Night-M are which they  induced, 
and consequently their  efforts to impede the  progress of 
his work were redoubled.

About th ree  or four nights after th e  commencement of 
the “ N arra t ive ,” a detachm ent of these diminutive or 
inferior ones, little larger than  bats, had been sent from 
head- quarters, from their  chief. They  came down the  
chimney, and filled the room, evidently having bodily 
shapes, for they made a noise fluttering as if the room had 
been full of birds. Some of these came up  close to my 
mouth to see if I  was asleep or n o t : I  gave a s ta r t  nnd a 
sign to let them know I  was awake, when they decamped ; 
this was directly a t  1 2  o’clock. I began to suspect th a t  he 
had some design against me, and k e p t  myself awake. 
They came back at  2 o’clock, and made a greater noise in 
the room than a t  first.: they came close to my mouth, and 
touched it, as if  it had been a soft sponge. I  soon le t  them

know I  was still awake, and they set off' again. I  was 
fully satisfied th a t  he had some terrible design against me, 
and was determined not to sleep a wink till daylight. 
They came again exactly a t  4 o’clock ju s t  two hours be
tw ixt each visit, and made a greater noise than ever. I  
did not know then  w hether I  should speak out and order 
them  off, not being then  acquainted so well with them as 
I  became afterwards, else I  would have soon dismissed them 
a t  first. A t length, I  cried out to them and said, “ As 
yon have given me a fright ju s t  now, in the Lord’s name 
I  shall give you one before 1 sleep another n ig h t!” This 
fully determined me to  go next, day and challenge the  chief 
in the  man, as he was to leave the  place in about 1 2  or 14 
days after. I  could get only one man, John  Robertson, 
still alive so far as I  know, to go in with me, as they were 
all beginning to be convinced th a t  it  was a real demoniacO
possession, and th a t  of the worst kind. Tho man was re
duced to nn awful s ta te  by this time, and was never allowed 
to speak a. word but when it  pleased or when appealed to 
by name, bu t  i t  was continually roaring and littering the 
most obscene language, and amongst others the  devil’.? 
alphabet, i t  ranted it over till I  stopt it, and would not 
suffer it  to proceed any further than the  le tter  D — it stood 
for devil as a specimen of the rest. W henever I  went in 
I  challenged it, and said, “ W hy did you send your imns 
oi emissaries, to disturb me last night, ?” I t  said, “ Did 
they como to ye ?” in a hurried, frightcd-likc tone of 
voice. “ Yes, they came to me,” I  replied. I t  said again 
“ W hat did they to ve?— sit down, and tell me what they 
did to ye.” I  said, “ You know very well what th a t  they 
did to me, and I  am come to give you a fright, ju s t  now, 
and if you send any more of your imps t,o me, I  shall cause 
you get a be tter  one.” W henever it  perceived what, I was 
about to proceed to, it then cried out in the  very words 
it  used to onr blessed Saviour, when about to cast him 
out : “ 0  what have I  to do with thee, a r t  thou come
hither to torm ent me T — and then toared out in the 
most tremendous m anner to draw my voice. Without, 
descending to particulars, suffice it  to say, when I  came 
to the  more solemn part, i t  convulsed the  man in tho 
most appalling and horrifying manner, and threw him 
upon his back, and lie lay as if he had been dead for a 
considerable time, so th a t  my feelings were so overpowered 
th a t  I  could not, proceed : my natural courage was fairly 
pu t  to the  test a t  this crisis, and I  was obliged to sist 
procedure, b u t  was fully sensible tha t  this was the  way 
to expel him had I  been enabled to persevere. I  really
though t for some time th a t  it  had come out of him and left © . . .  • • 
him for dead, but- if i t  had, it soon returned into him
again . . . When it perceived th a t  I  had given over,
it  then began to speak out of him, and said, “ Ye bade
me come out of him last day, bu t how can I come when
I am only conscience ?” “ No,” I  said, I  tell you, you
are a liar, and did not I  also tell you th a t  conscience
never spoke out of any in the  way you are doing, and
th a t  is not the  way th a t  conscience speaks ; and did not
you also confess to me th a t  you was a devil ? “ l i e !  mi/
name is  Legion, but what o’ thnt ?” I t  immediately added,
“ I ’se tell ye a  t ru th ,  I  do not like Mr. S ------ : had I a
knife ju s t  now I  should soon let ye see his blood.”
Small’s exertions, however, were favourable to himself, in
producing a tem porary  cessation of the  nocturnal troubles.
He says th a t  “ by th e  effects of the  most extraordinary
occurrence, I  got entirely free a t  the  time, a fter  four days
and nights of the most intense anxiety and suffering, by
earnest prayer and supplication, the same way the  Apostle
Paul got, free of the  emissary of Satan, sent t o  buffet him,
which I  am full convinced was of the same species as this.
Aiiy how this challenge a t  the  fountain-head” gave Mr.
Small respite “ all the time tho man remained in the
place.”

Tn a short while, the poor school muster was taken to 
another par t  of the  country, probably in hopes of change 
of a ir  and scene would abate his malady. B u t  the change 
was of no avail. “ f ie  removed to the  south coast of Fife 
a t  Martinmas, 181G, and died in March 1817.



Tho m an’s departure  from Strathmiglo was the  signal for 
renewed Satanic warfare against Mr. Small.

The  third n igh t after, as I  wns lying in my bod, and 
before fa.lJingaslcep. ju s t  about 1 2  o’clock, I  felt the  most 
fearful pressure upon my head, enveloping i t  and press
ing i t  down to the  pillow. I  was conscious a t  once that, 
i t  was an evil spirit, and struggled for breath as a drown
ing man, and in an instant I  felt like as a strong current 
of air had rushed down iny throat, sucking my breath 
after it. One can have a  pretfygood idea of it  by drawing 
in . tho ir  breath suddenly with great force. I knew- it was 
]io action of mine and immediately rose up and said, “ You 
vile infernal fiend, have you got advantage over me again ?” 
and pu t my hand upou my heart, where I  felt it  before, 
and felt, the greatest agitation and trem bling at its being 
detected. 1 said, “'Y ou  shall not stay long th e r e ” a t  
same time giving a stroke with my hand on the place, 
“ else you shall have uneasv quarter .” Suffice it, to sny, it 
was obliged to relinquish its hold, and I was entirely free 
before the next day’s sun was a t  its merid ian  a lt i tude  ; 
being detected made it  more easily relinquish its footing 
This made me perceive the  necessity of using the precau
tion of always sleeping with my mouth shut, an:l b rea th 
ing through tny nostrils, which 1 soon learned to do, and 
still continued to do until 1 discovered a better  remedy,, 
th a t  superseded the necessity of the other.

JEditor's A'ote.-— For tlio explanation of the above, several 
theories may bo ottered. ( 1) Tin* Uev. gentleman was “ <>tf 
liis head” or “ crazy” as tho Antiquarian  Repository puts it.
(2) 1 lailueination hronahl. on by nervous sur-oxeit I’monl. 
(Ti) Pranks of “ Spirits,” in which no one but. tin; “ supersti
tious'’ and the “ credulous” believe, leaving the first two 
theories aside. We will notice but, the last by putting once 
more the question to tlio Spiritualists. I f  the facts recorded 
in the above narrative are due to “ Spirits” of disembode ’ human 
beings, then tho Christians are right, and they arc  devils:. 
Yet. “ Spirits” no bigger than rats with witijjs, and • 'rinning 
with rage, look strangely liko the “ elementals,” those non
human, non-intolleetual beings, that, people t.he elements aud 
aro so well described by the Kabalists.

A D V I C E  F R O M  A  S W A M I .

(To the  Theosophists who devote  themselves to th e  s tu d y  of Yog.)

I  offer you a most valuable advice a t  the expiess order 
of my very venerable Spiritual Guide— Sri Alakhanandji 
Swami—an advice to suggest you the way to “ .self-know
ledge.” (1.) I l is  Holiness teaches th a t  “ man can never 
be wise and intelligent enough to understand all  the 
mysterious laws of N ature , even, if lie were to live myriads 
of years. So th a t  it  is be tte r  for h im — after select-, 
ing some competent guru  for spiritual guide,— to begin 
a t  once with the  “ A jpa  jap .” S tep  by stop, lie might 
thus develop his powers by means of deep meditation or 
“ .D hyan;” and then, he is sure to see his A tm a * after 
some reasonable period of time. AVhen after th a t  he 
engages himself in \‘ Sahaj Samadh ” he will become pre
pared to understand thoroughly, easily, and .almost 
instantaneously any law of N a tu re  there, where, the  man 
of the greatest learning would otherwise fail.j*

(2 .) Man being triune ( having three principal encase
ments, viz., Asthool, Suksham and Kftran ), three kinds of 
worship are recommended to him, viz., Lingie, (signifying 
the Brahmand Sharir Pujan ) Mansie, and S a m a i’hic „•

When he gains the Toorya Avastha he is forced from all 
bonds of Karin, .Tog &e, &c.

(0 .) Hence it i.s evident, (as it can always be prov ed ) 
tha t  man must necessarily begin with the  “ Sa.rguu 
U p a s lm a ” ( one of the live representatives of the Deity as 
shown in many portions of our religious Books ) which in 
the end will open for hint the  way. of, and show him, the
Almightv, the  Universal, the  All-Knowing and the  All-

i . 1 ® ' 

Glorious God.*

(4.) My most venerated Swami says th a t  many such 
niol-broakcrs as Dvanand Saraswati have arisen from 
time to time, and as many will still arise who will try 
to destroy idol worship. But they have probably never 
reasoned with themselves concerning the natural law that 
forced it, among all nations as in all ages. Those who 
wish to know the reason for polytheism, let them have 
soul-communion with Holy and Higher Spirits, (o r  gods) 
who, whenever reached by man, show him by what they 
teach and prove to him tha t  if man has to worship the deity 
it is under the  shape, of many <le.v<w and not one god.

1 ) y anand Saraswati should know it be tte r  than any 
otho r man, as he is himself an Arya-Vedant.ist. And vet if 
he speaks much against certain laws of nature which he now 
little cares to understand, he has already opened a gate 
in many a  mind for misleading and harmful speculations 
and idso for the rejection of “ Murt P u ja n ” which is the 
first, step for the simple-minded beginner, the ignorant, 
and the profane to enter into the  Divine Mysteries.

1 jet those who know “ Mansic,” and “ Samadhic ” ways 
of worshipping the Deity, endeavour to prove on the  usual 
and beneficent ways, only when they have passed the 
first and the second stages.

In  the preceding ?/ug/t there, were many good witnesses 
to the lav  tha t  teaches three-fold worship. B u t alas ! in 
this halji ig  the learned as well as the  ignorant have 
becomc equally materialistic and sceptical and will go 
,astray, even while trying to prove some laws of nature 
after their own hum bugging baTbnk.

Gorackpur, .July L881.

T I I E  Y O G I 'S  N A T I O N A L I T Y .

TO THE EDITOR OF THE THEOSOPHIST.

M a d a m e ,—

After reading the  October num ber of the Third Volume,
I am happy to be able to declare th a t  the Theosophy of 
H indu Sabha based on the Vyasiyam is exactly th a t  of 
the “Occultists ” of the Theosophical Society. In  using 
tho term “ Yogi ” we mean simply an Adept whose spirit
ual Ego is capable of Dhyan and Samadhi, and consider 
all differences of mode and form as the accidents of tho 
nationality in which ho was born and trained. Though 
Yogi is a Hindu Sanskrit  word, a Yogi may have belonged 
to any race. The H indu public in the ir  pardonable 
national vanity may believe tha t  Yoga-Siddhi is possible 
only for born-Hindus. B u t the H indu Sabha is wiser and 
more liberal than the masses whom it has undertaken to 
guide and lead. Hence you will be pleased to reconsider 
whether the term yogi lias been aptly used to denote the 
Adopt Brothers irrespective of their modes of life, habits, . 
religious, worship, and forms of initiation.

Yours admiringly,
A. S a x k a i j t a h ,

President Founder, Hindu Sabha.

O L D  H I N D O O  S H I P S .

9 S p i r i t u a l  S o u l  o r  A V / t h o  A n g o e id e s  of  t h e  G r e e k s .  I ' d. T heos.
S ec  E d i t o r ' s  note be low .
W h o ,  w h e n e v e r  s e e n ,  will a l w a y s  p r o v e  to  b o  m rm ’s o w n  dei f io  p r in c ip l e .  

hiK ow n lu m in o u s  A lm a n ,  a t  b e s t ,  a n d  n o t  G o d  o r  I s w a r ,  w h o  —a s  welI p r o v e d  
hy  K a p i l a —if I m p e r s o n a l  a n d  I n f in i te  canuot ho  s e o n ,  a n d  if  P c r s o u a l ,  h c n c e  
nnite. is n o t  t h o  “ universal ” s p i r i t .  E d .  Theos, .

Some twentv-fivc years ago two ocean steamships came 
into collision off the coast of Newfoundland ; one sank with 
all on board, the  other was saved in consequence of hav
ing the  hull divided by iron bulkheads into water-tight 
compartments. Though the bottom was crushed in the 

W ater, it. could only fill the compartment where tho break 
was, aud so the steamship euuc  safely to port. This 
then novel improvement in the a r t  of ship-building was 
brought into such conspicuous notice by th a t  occurrence, 
and its merits were so palpable, th a t  from th a t  time 
steamships have been almost universally bu ilt  with water
t igh t  bulkheads.

Like most other supposed “ modern” inventions, this 
was knowm to the ancient H indus ; and iu quoting what, 
follows from the narrative of the famous—now.respected,



and credited— Venetian traveller of the  th ir teen th  century, 
Ser Marco Polo,*-we express the hope th a t  .this may 
serve as one more inducement to young India to respcct 
their  ancestors according to the ir  deserts :— .

“ Some ships of tlic lartjei* class have, besides (Ihe cabins), to tlie 
Dumber of thirteen bulkheads or divisions in tlic bold, formed of 
thick planks let into encli other (  incustrati, mortised nr rabbeted). 
The object of these is t.o guard against accidents which may occasion 
the vessel t.o spring a leak, such as striking oil a rock or receiving 
a stroke from a wlnde, a circumstance that not unfrequently occurs; 
for, when sailing at night, the motion through the waves caused a 
white foam that attracts the notice of the hungry animal. In ex
pectation of meeting with food, it rushes violently to tho spot, 
strikes the ship, and often forces in some part of the bottom. The 
water, running in at the place where the injury has been sustained, 
makes its way to the well which is always kept clear. The crew, 
upon discovering the. situation of the leak, immediately remove tho 
goods from the division affected by the water, which, in consequence 
of the hoards being so well fitted, cannot pass from one division to 
another. They then repair the damage, and return the goods to tho 
place in the hold from whence they had been taken. Tlie ships are 
all double-planked ; that is, they have a. course of sheathiug-boards 
laid over the planking in every part. These are caulked with oakum 
buih withinside and without, and are fastened with iron nails. 
Tlicv are not coated with pitch, as tho country does not produce 
that article, but the bottoms are smeared over with the following 
preparations :—The people take quick-lime and hemp, which latter 
they cut .‘•mall, and with these, when pounded together, they mix
oil procured from a certain tree, making of the whole a kind of 
unguent, which retains its viscous property more firmly, and is a 
better material than pitch.”

T H E  B O M B A Y  G A Z E T T E  A N D  T H E

T H E O S O P H IS T . '

“ I t  never rains bu t i t  pours”— says a proverb. Bombay 
follows the good example of Ceylon ( See the  le tter 
of “ Fair Play” on the second page of the supplement 
to the last number) and we find another anonymous 
bu t chivalrous defender c o m i n g  to our rescue. This 
time it  is the Editor of the Bombay Gazette who 
allowed himself to be caught in a friendly trap ; and we 
must do him the  justice to say tha t he has behaved most 
fairly in this case as not one out of ten editors of the 
Anglo-Indian papers would have had the  straightforward 
and gentlemanly honesty to print “ IT’s” second letter. W e 
publish the short but very suggestive correspondence ex
changed between the two.

OCCULTISM .

( Published September 27, 1881.)

T O  T H E  J C D 1 T O R  O F  T H E  “  B O M B A Y  G A Z E T T E . ”

S ir ,— As a fitting accompaniment to the review— some
what one-sided, if the  remark may be excused— of 
Mr. S innott’s Occult World  which appeared in yotir issue 
of Saturday last, will you kindly allow a corner to the 
following extract, from the Ju ly  num ber of the Til E O S O P H I S T ,  

which shows th a t  a belief in the  possibility of occult 
phenomena is not confined to tho Editor of the Pioneer 
a lone :—

“ In 1811!) the committee of the  Dialectical Society in 
London, composed of 28 persons of education and good 
public repute (among whom we find the name of
Air. Grattan Geary of the Bom bay Gazette.............), after
sittings with mediums for months, and having applied to 
them the most crucial tests, was compelled to acknowledge : 
1 st, that the phenomena tha t  they had witnessed were 
(jenuine and impossible to simulate ; 2 nd, th a t  the most 
extraordinary manifestations, thoroughly upsetting many 
preconceived theories as t.o natural laws, d id  happen and 
were undeniable.”

2(ith Sept., 1881. H.

* T ’ie Pi'tii'e't o f  P olo , the. V en ftian  E d i t e d  l»y T h o m ,-is W right. Esq.,
M . ' .  F . S  -V. h e . ,  C o r r e s p o n d i n g  .M em ber  o f  t l io  I n s t i t u t e  o f  F r a n c o .  
L o u d o n - 1S5J. ; . .

*** Very good ; blit, the individual whose name is cited above,so 
far from concurring in the repoit. referred to, wrote a protest, in 
which he set forth his reasons for refining to believe that tho 
phenomena in question were-due to spiritsor spiritualism—Ed . ,  J  1.0’.

Very w e ll ; bu t  has tho Editor of the Bom bay Gazette 
“ after sittings with mediums for m onths” a ttributed  in his 
protest against the  report, the niiole ranqe of the pheno
m ena— witnessed by himself and his 27 colleagues of the 
committee,— to pure trickery, juyijlerj, nnd— imposture '{ 
T h a t  is the question. E u .— T u e o s .

(Published September 28, 1SS1.)

T O  T H E  K D I T O R  O F  T H U  “ B O M B A Y  G A Z E T T E . ”

SfR,— I thank  you for publishing mv letter, and have 
read your brief comment thereon with interest. 1 was not 
aware tha t  Mr. d ea ry  had written a protest, bu t if, as you 
pu t  it, th a t  gentleman “ reiused to believes tha t the pheno
mena in question were due to spirits or spiritualism,” then 
he certainly did no more than what, Mr. S innett  and the 
1 heosophists as a body do. The}' yield to none in their 
denunciation of “ spiritualism” as it is vulgarly understood, 
and it is a well-known fact tha t  they unhesitatingly refuse 
to a ttr ibu te  occult phenomena such as Mr. Cleary witness
ed to the spirits ol the  dead. Mr. S inno tt’s book, as 
I understand it, is one long protest, against this popular 
delusion. To me it appears th a t  Mr. Geary’s and 
Mr. S in n e t t ’s are parollel cases. Both havo had to confront, 
haul, incontestable, undesirable facts, and both have had 
to own th a t  they were <jeninne, and not due t.o imposture 
of any kind. Both refuse to admit th a t  fhe phenomena 
witnessed by them wore tlio work of departed spirits. 
Only while Mr. Geary is content to let matters alone, 
Mr. Sinnett, happily blessed with be tter opportunities, 
pushes his investigations to the extent of proving that 
there is an occult, vital force in nature which, under certain 
conditions, is a ttainable by man, and confers upon him 
powers which strike tho ordinary observer with amazement, 
and of which modern scientists have no knowledge.

Sept. 27. H.

A N IM A  L MA O N E  TIHM A AT) I lO M E O P A  7 1 I Y  

In  the Treatment o f  Tropical Fevers.

B Y  O .  E .  T A Y L O R ,  M . D . , F . T . S .

One of the  most frequent, derangements of the system 
to which a person is subject when living, in a tropical 
climate, more especially if he be a European or American, 
is tha t  of fever, a form of disease tha t  often produces the 
greatest disorders in the human economy.

A close observation of the effecis of animal magnetism 
iu several severe eases has led us to place the result of our 
experience before the W est Indian Public, not without a 
hope of its being useful to humanity, nor of being fairly 
heard as an advocate of its claims as a Theiapeutie  agent 
in such fatal diseases, as yellow or gastric fever, diseases, 
tha t may be said to be the  terror of new comers from a 
cold climate and which are perfectly amenable to this 
powerful Natural force when combined, with well select
ed Homeopathic remedies and a due observance of hygie
nic conditions.

The word fever (from fervere, to be hot, to boil) serves to 
designate a morbid condition; distinguished by an unna
tural heat of t.he skin, a quickened pulse, thirst, restless
ness, languor and a general disturbance of the systeni. 
Fever also possesses th e  property of passing from one 
kind to another. Thus, inflammatory fever may be a l
tered by depleting pleasures into a low typhoid condition 
— or a simple fever, by  injudicious treatment, iuto an in
flammatory one ; or assume the in term itten t fo rm ; the 
same attack may present all these appearances.

Should the  general public, for whom we write these 
lipps principally, not, be content, with this simple defini



tion of the word, we would advise them  to enter the 
domain of classical medicine and there seek an explana
tion among the thousand and one descriptions th a t  each 
author claims as correct, ju s t  as b lee d in g  was once con
sidered the l ight thing and as sulphate of quinine is the 
fashionable remedy to-day.

Chacun dson  r/oilt; and we have no fault to find with 
the man who prefers what he calls “ a good dose of castor
oil,” a “ rousing em e tic” a blister or seton or even a few 
dozen leeches, provided such heroic measures were still 
countenanced by the more advanced physcians of the age. 
B u t  tlie fact is, they are not. and a proof is, th a t  the  great 
new sect o f ‘‘ Natural Doctors ” in Germany are beginning 
to show causes for trusting  Nature to herself alone, w ith 
out drugs or blisters or phlebotomy; and only securing 
for her the best conditions of quiet and air, warmth or 
coolness a t  our disposal. This, the great schools of m ag
netising Physicians th a t  have the ir  properly organized 
societies in France and in Italy and latterly in the (T. S. 
of America, have unceasingly urged as the best means of 
tr ium phing over disease.

Such names as t.he Baron Dupotet, Pietro d ’Amico, 
Auftinger, Dr. Test.e, Dr. Charpignon, Dr. Surville, Dottore 
Vitale Ohiesa, Dr. Buchanan, Dr. Newton and a host of 
others I  could mention, Italian and French Physicians, 
many of them members of the most learned societies of 
Europe, have proved by the ir  frequent use of Animal 
Magnetism, its wonderful power as a Therapeutic  Agent, 
in the trea tm ent of diseases, peculiar to their  own 
countries, and as such I now place i t  before the inhabi
tants  of these islands as a remedy for the ir  own, of in
estimable value and worthy of tlieir closest attention.

Dupotet says in his Thcropcutiijiie Macj'uelique, “ 11
est certain pour nous quo le mngnetisme (hms uno infinite 
de cas provo/jue Veclonon do la fievre lors memo quo Ton 
magne iso des gens ri Total froid, e’est a  d :re liien 
portants.” This I  have often found to be the  case my
self, a considerable quickening of the pulse, sometimes 
reaching 1 2 0 , and a drvncss of the  skin manifesting itself 
in susceptible persons. Here we have another illustration 
of the t ru th  of the principle of similia s im ililus curantar 
and the  correctness ot Hahnem ann 's  theories, for in every 
case that- we have treated magnetically we have found 
that: ju s t  as the action of magnetism can produce a febrile 
condition in a sensetive organism when in good health, so 
can i t  arrest the  course of lever when properly applied to 
a person afflicted with tha t  disease.

But let us suppose a magnetiser thoroughly conversant 
with the science, he professes , face to face wdtli a case of 
tropical fever. I f  he be acquainted with the properties 
of the agent a t bis disposal he will not hesitate  to develope 
the fever or to develope its symptoms, ju s t  as the  Homeo
path  would administer Aconite for the same purpose, 
infinitisimally. let it  be understood, and not a la mod,a 
of those seeking a compromise ; nor will he ge t alarmed 
a t  any increase in the tem perature  or acceleration of the 
pulse, because he will know that very soon all these p he
nomena will lose tlieir intensity and a sweet ca.lm will 
quickly supervene, providing lie has not the baneful 
in fluencoofanovordose  of some “ rousing medicine” or 
narcotic to contend with. Then directing liis action upon 
tlie intestines, s tarting  from the p i t  of the  stomach 
to the  abdomen be should seek to determ ine the ir  
movement, magnetizing steadily with tho points 
of his fingers, always remembering not to influence 
one organ more than  another, and th a t  all the 
methods of his a rt th a t  can trium ph over the  disease are 
gocd. A general magnetization of tlie pa tien t by longi
tudinal passes, is always beneficial and invariably serves 
to soothe and tranquillize the  patient.

One magnetization daily is not sufficient. Several 
times are necessary, should the gravity of the case require 
it, and a sort of gentle massage should be practised all over 
the body. This not only helps the patient immediately, 
but brings on a gentle  perspiration and with it repose.

It. is a noticeable fact that in all cases where wre have 
em ployed anim al m agnetism  aloDC or as au auxiliary

the  practice of Homeopathy in the  t rea tm en t of diseases 
peculiar to Tropical Climates whether bilious fevers or 
otherwise, the convalescence of the patien t has been ex
tremely rapid and the general state of health, afterwards 
remarkably good, from the fact of the magnetism sustain
ing nature  in her efforts to purify the organs of every 
germ of disease. A singular property tha t  may be 
questioned by those who have not investigated the matter 
for themselves, bu t  ju s t  as true as an indiscriminate use 
of drugs may, should the patient recover, cause a long 
convalescence and leave behind fresh germs of destruction. 
As an illustration of what we have ju s t  advanced, we beg 
leave to placo on record the following: Wc were asked
to attend a. young colored domestic servant, who had been 
suddenly stricken with what the generality of people in St. 
Thomas arp now pleased to call the “ bad fever.” l)iagiiosi 
ing her case wc found tho pulse quick, a high degree 
of fever, great heat of the  skin which was excessively dry 
and parched, foul tongue, strong throbbing of the arteries, 
and she complained of great pain in the head and back, with 
a bu ruing pain in the stomach H er eyes were heavy, sho 
wa.s exceedingly restless and her whole appearancere deno
ted a disturbance of the system of a most serious nature. • 

Obtaining her consent, we commenced magnetizing her, 
and directing the fluid to the head and the pit of the 
stomach with great energy for about the  space of ten 
minutes, we had the satisfaction of plunging her into a 
profound sleep. Intensifying the .action, we continued tho 
magnetization with longitudinal passes for fully half an 
hour, during which time big drops of perspiration rolled 
off her skin and a general air of ease and contentment 
spread itself over her countenance. Reversing the passes 
and willing her to be well, we woke her refreshed, free of 
pain in the  head, back, and stomach and a  few doses of 
Homeopathic Baptisia and Bella donna administered ui 
alternation by her kind hearted mistress completed the 
cure, the girl being able to a ttend to her duties a few- 
days afterwards. W e wish it to be distinctly understood 
th a t  i t  is from no vain desire of notoriety th a t  we publish 
this, one of many such cases th a t  have come under our 
notice, but simply to show that tlie study of this noble 
science is no vain chimera., but worthy the a ttention of 
every man who is charitably disposed towards suffering 
hum anity  and is not so blinded by prejudice as not to see 
in such facts as these the  wisdom of God in placing His 
own natural means at our disposal when the  resources of 
a too offen materialistic science prove a failure.

I n term inating  this article we claim the indulgence of 
our readers for rendering what is only a ju s t  t r ibu te  to 
Homeopathy as a powerful auxiliary to animal magnetism. 
The claims of this great ' advance in Iherapeutics , the 
only system th a t  can com pare with magnetism as an 
application of the  finer or infinitesimal forces to the  cure 
of Tropical disease, are ably set forth by Dr. Holcombe 
who, has had a large experience in the treatm ent of yellow 
fever and who reports as follows:

“ According to my observations, seventy cases out of' a 
hundred will get well any how, if not drugged ; five cases 
in the hundred are stricken with death  a t  the beginning, 
and would die under any-practice. The remaining twenty- 
five are legitimate subjects for therapeutic  experiment.” 
(Here we entitely  disagree, nn patient should be experi
mented upon). “ Of th is  num ber the Allopaths lose about 
ten and the  Homeopaths one or two, sometimes three, or 
even as much as five in very malignant epidemics a.s tha t 
a t  Norfold (U. S.). This is the precise numerical value 
of the two systems. This year J have treated sixty-nine 
cases with four deaths. Dr. Davis up to, November 
8 th had treated two hundred aud eighty cases with , 
eighteen deaths. Onr clinical experience of yellow fever, 
for the  last three years may be thus tabulated :

CASES D HAT! IS.
Firs t  year we treated  . . .  r>:>5 with ' 3.‘S
Second „ 1 1 2  ., 0
Third „ ,, . . .  34f) „ 22

1 0 1 0  55-



This is a mortality of 5-4 p c r  cent or leaving out en tire 
ly the  mild epidemic of 1854, a mortality of 6 0 8  per  cent., 
a point to which we earnestly solicit the  a ttention of 
candid and tru th  seeking men.”

We need hardly add th a t  wherever Anim al Magnetism 
has been employed from the  commencement, the  cffect 
has been immediate, and ,where Hom eopathic  medicines 
have been used in conjunction, it  has intensified the ir  
action, developed the symptoms, accelerated the crisis and 
brought about a rapid convalescence, enabling the  patien t 
to a t tend  to his affairs in a  few days after recovery 
from the  attack, A sine qua non  much to be desired, 
where so many die from the  so-called heroic trea tm ent 
aud what appears to us in many cases, a violation of 
N a tu re ’s most precious law of health.— St. Thomas Times). 

St. Thomas, A ugust 18th 1881.

UST T h e  Manager oftlie T h e o s o p h i s t  gives notice tliat 
a. third supply of Mr. S in n e t t ’s, The Occult World, has ju s t  
been received. The orders ou hand from subscribers and 
friends can, therefore, be filled at once instead of after the 
usual delay caused by indenting from London. A few 
spare copies' will be available a t  the  advertised price of 
Rs. 3-8 which includes postage.

P A R A G R A P H  F L A S H E S  F / W M  T H E  F O U R
q u a r t e r s . .

K N O W L E D G E  O F  T H E  W O R L D .

In a rcciMit issue of the Diocesan Gazelle we find (lie 
followin'' passage:—“ Tlio Theosophists are trying t.o revive 
a dying belief in the Buddhist system end under their in
fluence there is being developed a crusade against Christianity 
and Christian teachers. The Theosophi.stsare not Buddhists, but 
they pretend to be Buddhists iu Ceylon. A Buddhist catechism 
on ihe model of Christian etitechisms has been published in 
Ceylon containing iu categorical form the life and teachings of 
Buddha. I t  isstiange, and we think sad, that the authorities 
upon which it is founded aro all the works of Christian Mission
aries or (Societies. However we welcome this opposition. 
Anything is better than the usual unwholesome apathy of the 
Sinhalese. Christians may well be confident that the trial of 
their faith is sure iu the end to be found to its honour and glory.”

We heartily concur in the seniiment as to the good effect 
of inciting a spirit of enquiry amongst Buddhists, and by the 
establishment of schools for the great bulk of the families of 
those who cannot be reached or who arc not likely to be 
reached by Christian Missionaries. Any state of mis-belief is 
better than the barbarous ignoranco aud stolid indifference 
existing amongst a large mass of the people of this country, 
and, therefore, it is that we are glad to see a systematic effort 
being made to raise the masses f’rorii their present condition 
by means of e einentary schools.

I t  may be as well, however, if  we correct one expression 
used by tho Editor of the Gazelle, viz., that whilst tho Theo- 
sophistsare not Buddhists, they pretend to be iJuddhfcsts in Ceylon. 
Now the truth is that the great body of the Theosophists com
prise members of all creeds who have joined the Society for a 
specific purpose, to search after knowledge as locked up in tho 
archives of the past. There are a’ far larger number of 
members, as we understand the matter, who are not Buddhists 
than those who are ; but it was only natural that in breaking 
ground in Ceylon, tlie leaders of the Society finding how 
great was tho ignorance and degradation of the bulk of tho 
Sinhalese resolved to form a n ' educational branch in this island. 
Whether the profession of . Buddhism by any of their leaders is 
pretended or real, is beside the point so far as regards the spread 
of education amongst the masses, and it is not for us or the 
Editor of tho Diocesan Gazette to sit in judgment on the 
motives of those who are certainly, however much we may 
differ from them on certain points— earnestly zealous on the 
work of education amongst the people.

A part from any particular religious belief which may be 
favoured by one or two sections of the Theosophical Society, 
(the groundTwork of and reason for their existence is re-seareh 
into the past liijtory of uuuUud. TJjig desji'O js^row iq^ iq every

part of the civilised world, and it was natural that, tho Asso
ciation inaugurated in the United States, should have believed 
that a vast field for investigation exists in the East. How 
much there is yet to learn in this direction, may be partly 
gathered from what is already known, and when we reflect 
thnt the statements put forward in Buddhist writings as to tho 
age of the world which has frequently caused ridicule amongst 
the would-be philosophers of the world, is now ascertained 
not to be so highly exaggerated as supposed, for that the 
generally accepted age of the world has been shown by 
scientific investigation to be not much more accurate than that 
of Buddhist writers. W hat may be learnt from the recent 
discovery of Egyptian mummies has yet to be ascertained.—  
The Ceylon Times.

I n d u b i t a b le  s ig n s  o r  t h k  W o r l d ’s D k s tk c c t io n ,  are 
furnished to our nnregenerate and unrepenting public by a 
misanthropic Yankee correspondent of the London Standard.  
This personage telegraphs at the date of September 9 the fol
lowing gloomy information:— The meteorological phenomena 
were so remarkablo in America that week, that unless we 
perish all by November 15th they will have to be carefully 
recorded in the annals. The peculiarities attending the ex
traordinary heat during the present summer were highly re
markable. At Saratoga, the magnetic needle remained in any 
position given to it by the hand of the experimenter, and— 
paid no attention to the north. Once in Massachusetts, during 
full noon, and at a time when there was not a cloud to be seen 
on the blue sky, an intense darkness suddenly fell upon the 
earth. Heading became impossible and all the schools, shops and 
offices hail to beclo 'ed before 1 p. in. While in some localities, 
tho gas burned with a ghastly blue light, in others it emitted 
a red and white flame. \Yrhen the sun rose, it resembled the 
moon to deception, and its intense light pouring from a cloudless 
sky, gave no shadows. A tR hodes  Island at noon, the birds 
retired to roost, and tho night insects which are heard but 
during the hours from sunset to sunrise, buzzed continually for 
several consecutive days. At Toronto the >ky looked like 
a gigantic orange-coloured cupola. The seels oftl ie  Adventists 
and the Millenarians are anxiously awaiting tho “ Last 
Day” of the world.

P o e t r y  and P u o ^ 'N ity  is the leading feature we find in 
this month’s otherwise sober English papers, we are sorry to 
say. There are two short instances of it. Sings ono of them : 

“ Little Jack llorner sat iu a corner,
And whimpered, ‘ W hat’s coming to I V 

For spite of my shouting, the rain it is spouting,
Eternally down from the sky.”

And forthwith the editor, indulging in ra ther  a profane mono
logue, enquires : —

“ Now who says we are not a  downright good supernatural lot of 
old fouls, l ie re’s the Archbishop of Canterbury actually gone and 
set all the prayers going for fine weather again, jus t  as if we were a  
lot of niggers worshipping a  fetish. Now if these parsons would 
for onee pray a  new stick into my umbrella, I ’d  begin to believo 
they could do .something with the rain. Or stop ; if they could 
pray a patch on the toe of my left-hand boot, and keep out the wet, 
I ’d believe ’em on the .spot, or believe they could stop the spots."

C a '  s e  a n d  E i’i.’i'or is another impious thrust at the holy 
British Brahmins. A Scotch Bard improvises in a Scotch 
paper in the following strain :■—

(The Archbishop of York has followed the example of Dr. Tait, 
and ordered prayers for fine weather.)

“ Ten days ago, the Prim ate said,
‘ For sunshine let us pray ’

And then  we got, by Jove  ! instead,
A tempest every day ;

And now th a t  York repeats the tale,
I fear it will be found 

T hat if the crops escape the hail.
By wet they will be drowned,”

We wonder, what is the “ Salvation A r m y ’’ about! I t  
certainly ought to be storming Satan’s strongholds and bastions 
right under the windows of such impious newspapers as those ! 
Nevertheless, it seems to work amazingly hard and could we but 
view its reports in the same light of infallibility and truth
fulness as we do the gospels  we might feel appalled at its heroic 
feats. The following is tho last account of its doings we 
gather from an English newspaper :— ' ’

JJoisus o f  T i t u  S a l v a t i o n  Aumy.—The Hallelujah Army Ban
ner gives a lively account of the progress of the work of the Salva-
ttgu tiiis uityi . j t  et&teg tfcat “ 4io dQvj} {a ju .



city, but “ Ourconquering King came to our assistance, and through 
Him we were enabled to take one prisoner of war. On Saturday 
night we started for our s tand in the open air, when; hundreds 
gathered round to listen. The devil sent one of liis .servants to 
upset us by st irring up tlle mob to push aud drive, but, bless God 
we are not easily beaten back when we once get a start.  With 
.1 esus ou our side wc came off victorious, and s tar ted away with a 
sweeping procession singing ‘ We’re marching to Zion.’” Afterwards 
there was « a glorious meeting, nnd Six souls fell into the fountain; 
and rose to all tlio life and power of (iod. . . I t  is really won
derful to sec how quiet the meetings are, considering the people we 
get in. Some who have never stood iu a place of worship till the 
army came are to be found every night i n c u r  hall." “ Thomas 
limes, Happy Sally, and Hallelujah Bessie,” of “ The 2nd Edin
burgh ‘ Koyal Ulood Washed,’” report  that  on the night of Friday 
last “ we again unfurled the old blood-stained banner, and, led ou 
by Happy Sally and Hallelujah Bessie, renewed our attack on sin, 
the world and the devil. Twelve of our soldiers attacked the devil 
inside by volley after volley of experience? shot, which took eilect 
on the enemy iii a hallelujah style... . . .Three young men, over six 
feet each, or eighteen feet of sin aud misery, got cleansed by wash
ing in the fountain.” On Sabbath evening last, “ eighteen sin- 
stained souls got the peace the world cannot give; One of them, a 
general in the devil’s army, who in the past led the roughs against 
uft, fell into the fountain, and is now leading souls to the feet of 
Jesus.  Hallelujah!  On Monday night  Miss Gault  .ieil the at tack 
and, glory be to God, the Koyal Liood Wo,shed came oft’ victorious. 
Light  souls got the cleansing blood applied, and were made clean. 
The victory was easily Won, as the devil had not recovered from the 
astonishment he received a t  liis defeat on Sunday.  Some of the 
devil’s soldiers tried to upset the meeting on Tuesday night, but  
our captain upset  seven of them, and t i ny  fell into the fountain. '  
The report closes by saying— “ We are expecting a mighty smash 
to-morrow night. Oh, Lord, send tlio arrow, deep, that  the devil 
can’t take it out Lord, send a large hall !” . . ■. . ,

Anil  to this we may add our  own p rayer  : “  Oh Lord,  how 
easy i t  would bo for you to ‘ smash’ the devil  tit once wi thout  
any ‘ Ha l l ’ or ‘ Ar m y ’ and so ext i rpa t e evil and misery lor 
ever  from this world of  sorrow ! Oh, Lord,  it is because, 
alleged Omniscient ,  and Omnipotent  and J u s t  ( ! ! ) y o u  have 
nevertheless ever  refused to do so, or  even to give us a sign of  
you r existence,  aud that  you are now al lowing instead, :t whole 
“ A rm y ” of lim .tical zealots, who ought  to be at  homo mending 
thei r  shoes and stockings, and wiping thei r  chi ldren’s noses, to 
roam about— an at my of  lunatics car icatur ing the i r  rel igion—  
that  so many good people reject  tliu devil and even doubt  your  
own Being whose fault is it, Oh,  Lord ? No t  ours, that  is 
evident,  but  ra t her  tha t  o f  the brains you liavo furnished our  
heads aud R e a s o n  you have endowed man with.

AxOTUF.1t W015K Of' Til)': D evJl.—This  once, however ,  
working l a t her  iu accordance wi th Cliri'st’iS express  declaration 
tha t— *• Sabbath was made for mini, and not man Ibr the 
Sabbath ’’-—than against  auy 'd iu in6  injunction.  I t  is owing to 
an alleged “ S abuatii D usecuation' by Tits Piunck op 
Wai. s ” that—

“ The Secretary, of the Lord’s Day .Observance Society states in 
tho lle.unrd t lmt the Committee have taken steps to deal with those 
who are leaders in the recent outbreak of Sabbath desecration. 
This refers to an alleged meeting of the Prince of Wales aiid other 
‘ persons of position and influence ’ a t  a  lawn tennis par ty fit the 
£arl  of Itosobery’s on a  receiit Sunday. ’’

Sin, in our  days, wc find, runs ill every family— high or low ; 
nnd otico more, doth .Satan prove tha t  he too is no “  respecter 
of  persons.” He  must  have got  into the l loyal Family,  any 
how in this nefarious year  o f  1881* since we  find in the IVcchly  
R e g i s t e r  of  J u l y  tha t  the Scotch Presbyter i ans  in Canada:—

“ Have been wrought up into a  white heat  of sombre indignation 
by the fact that  the Marquis of Lorne, having no fear of God or 
man before his eyes, has actually travelled from Halifax to Quebec 
ou Sunday. I t  is urged 011 his behalf that  he was accompanied by 
a  Presbyterian Doctor of Divinity ; but  this instead of extenuating 
seems to aggravate his offence, for lie has not enly sinned himself 
but  been a cause of sin in others. Surely better things than 
this might be expected from a young man who has had a “ Godly 
bringing up,’’ and whose father is aii “ elder of the kirk.”

I t  is not to the innocent and long-suffering Devil tha t  the 
iVords— “ get  thee behind me S a t a n :  for thou savourest  not  
the things tliat, be of God,  but  the things tliat be of  men ” — 
ought  to be addressed,  but rather  to the ghost, of  Moses, i f  the 
venerable Law-giver  could only be prevai led upon by some 
medium to materialize. .  Fo r  it is Moses who invented tho 
Sabbath— unless, indeed,  ho was h imsel f  invented by other  
juen— for all we know J ,

Oil ,  THAT SUNK ApVKRSAiir MAI) WltlTTEN X BOOK I ; was
«j4 pj  j a p ; joutf-sufterijig t fwt  ,yup

adversary s had always edited newspapers !” is ours.  And when 
we say “ adve rsa r i es ” it is .only lor t.he sake of the peri
phrase ; for whenever  thinking of  nur esteemed Calcut ta contem
porary,  the S u n d a y  M ir r o r ,  we ought  to mean “ friends.” 
Were  people but  to consult  us, we would declare this paper,  on 
our  011t.l1, the most  interest ing W e e k ly  of the “  City of  r ’alaees.” 
.Whenever asked : “ Where  shall YYindo.m be found l-lu  the 
S u n d a y  M i r r o r , ’’ we reply ; and “ where is the place of  under 
standing ?”—  ‘ In its editorials,” we answer.  - I t s  " l eaders , ” 0 I1, 
reader,  are as— “ Counsel iii the heart  of m a n ... deep water,” 
and its wisdom— fathomless j but, “ a man of understanding ” 
will always “ draw it ou t .” Their  lines o f  t hought  are so 
piously entangled,  the ideas so naively bungled 111>, yet  so 
full of  child-l ike faith in the— “ prbphet ” and trust  in— public 
Providence,  that  we cannot  help admiring,  hence— quot ing Iroin 
a1 couple of  such leaders, In an editorial, for instance, headed 
H in d u i s m  n,ml the  N e w  D i sp e n s a t io n ,  lainhlully refl .ct ing in 
itself the “ Minister ' s  ” wisdom in  ubscondilo  the S u n d a y  
M ir r o r  quoth as follows : “ I t  is our emphatic, belief ”— it  says
“ tha t  the Theism (<) of  the New Dispen.-ation will be the— 
accepted religion of  India,  and that  the best preparation for it 
has  been (lie inculcation and acceptance of b h a h l i e v c r since the
destruction of Buddhism. . .......”

“ Wha t  is Durga  but  the representat ion of  the Mother  of  the 
universe ar rayed in power and strength,  and bringing in her  
train riches,  skill, wisdom and virtue r , . . . . .  , .

I t  is clear t o n s  tlmt i f  God be. worshipped .at. this season of 
the year  (??) as tiie supreme Mother  o f  the universe,  the essen
tial principles of Hinduism will not be offended thereby.” 
Of  course, not. But  where is tho vaunted “ Theism ? ’’

“ We  know of  no agency more powerful to restore God to 
the Country thau the New Dispensation,” it modestly puts  in and 
adds ;■—-“ Let  us by pract ice show that  the Mother  whom our 
countrymen ignorantly worship is the sublime Goddess of 
Theism,  the only Goddess  of  the New Dispensation.”

Do so by all means.  Bu t  liow about  ar i thmet ic  and mono
theism ? F i r s t  it was “ Fa the r”—-S o lo  ; then came the mother
less son—-two ; and now, to complete the new t r in m r t i  there 
eomos the “ M o t h e r ”, our  o l d . acquaintance D u r g a ,  “ the 
only goddess of  the New Dispeiisatiou.” . In every count ry of 
the world,  three t imes one  1 make three,  v iz .  P o ly th e is m ,  
our  g o o d  friends, tho “ Apost les  ”.

To wind up, having declared in another  editorial called 
D o g m a  a n d  L i f e  tha t  the “ Theist s  ”— duly by' 110  means 
“ M on oth e is ts ' ’, i f  you please,— “ of the New Dispensation 
bolieve in tho Joctrii ie of  Tr ini ty— they accept  the Fa ther ,  tiie 
Son and the Ho ly  S p i r i t ’,— without  informing 11s. this once, 
what  becomes of  our  friend "  Durga”, aiid whether  it is she  
“ the holy spiri t”— the M ir r o r  propounds a doctrine,  whieh for 
its novelty,  beats even August e  Comte’s “ I’emiiiiue mystery ” 
and “ artificial foundation”. i lappi iy  for Itself the pious organ 
confesses tha t  part icular  mystery Connected with God and 
Chr i s t  working upon the Babus nei ther— “ so much history, 
so much biography; so much metaphysics,  Or so much theo
logy,” with which iiefinit,ion we fully Concur. Fo r  otiee, the 
rhetorical  blossoms which overshadow 'rather too thickly the 
roots of  wisdom concealed in the fathomless depth - of  the 
editorial— are culled,  the reader discovers il, as pertaining' '  to 
pure p h y s io lo g y .  Chr i s t  is viewed— “ as u ball of fire carryi ' ig 
heaven and salvation into the sinner’s heart ,” and— stomach 
“  When he, (Chr i st )  enters into the liis ol a •.Bralnuo” explains 
the S u n d a t f  M i r r o r — “ he enters as a  living principle,  a 
burning idea, ft consuming file that  changes tho entire lifd, 
anil creates every thing anew. He is sw a l lo w e d ,  he is diucsted ,  
aud lie is converted into life-blood . ” ( ! ! ;  Etc .  etc. e t c . . , . . .  
Stop,  oh S u n d a y  Mirror,  stop ! This  is pure Anthropophagy 
and threa t  11s to ti espuss the bounds of  even Oriental  'me* 
taphor.  YVhat difference. Mien, would the iSridimos of  the N.D,  
lhake between the ‘ Lamb” of  god und u lauio cutlet  ? ' !

T u u u  H u m i l i t y . — The celebrated A boo Yusuph.  who Wits 
chief j udge  ot' Bagdad,  iu tli6 njigu of  Caliph l ladee,  was a 
very remarkable instance of  tha t  humili ty which dist inguishes 
t rue wisdom. Ou one occasion, after a very pat ient  invest iga
tion of facts, he declared that  his knowledge was not competent  
(.0 decide upon tho case before him. “ Pray do you uxpeut,” 
said a pert  court ier  who heard this declaration, “ tha t  the Caliph 
is to pay  your  iguorauco ?” “ I  do not,” , was the mild r e p l y ;

the Cal iph pays me, aud well, for what  I  do kuow ; i f  ho were 
to a t temp t  to puy me for whati  I do not know, tho t r easures  of 
J jjs  C lU ^ iry  w o u l ^  uot s u f l jo g .” ; }■■ H'



A n  E n t i c i n w  P j c t u h k  o f  C i v i l i z a t i o n . — Tlie London 
Correspondent  of  the New York “ Turf -Fie ld  and F a r m ” speak
ing ot tlic “ Life in London ” says :— “ The workmen of  London 
brace up for a carousal when ■aturday n ight  comes. Mlny 
crowd the grog shops, and get  rid of a good portion of  thei r  
earnings before the clock strikes the hour  o f  midnight .

1 Women,  as well as men, pack themselves around the bar and 
dr ink to excess. When twelve o’clock rings out  upon the 
n ight  the boozy throngs pour into the street.-, and tairly block 
the sidewalls. The  shut ters  a ie  put  up and the l ights t urned 

,down.  The law is severe,  ami no one ventures  tu uisobey it 
i by lagging a lew minutes over the specified closing time. A l te r  
midnight  immoral i ty Haunts hersel f  ever  more boldly in your  

' f»ce than before. The  soiled doves emerge  from the 
Aqua r ium and from the many dr i nking dives and concentrate 

"in ivegent and Piccadilly Circus. I h e  s t reet  in front of 
the Criterion is impassable.  A  modest  woman could not 
venture  there a t  such ail hour.  Tho  atmosphere is heavy 
with drunken breathings,  foul words grate  upon the ear, 
nnd obscene actions repel the eye. I t  is a mystery to me why 
the authorit ies of  a grea t  and enl ightened nn tropol i s  should 
tolerate this beastly orgie.  All day Sunday London looks like 
a funeral. Everyl l i ing is closed as tightly as a  drum.  Th e  
thirsty reveller, however,  is not cheateu out  of  his dr i nk,  l i e  
purchases a railway ticket to one of the suburbs,  and with il in 
his possession can imbibe as often as he pleases. You cull tor 
I r ish or cold Scotch whisky.  Th e  barmaid asks— * Are  you u 
p a s s en ge r? ’ You exhibi t  your  bit of  pasieboard,  and the law 
as wed as you r appet i te  is satislied. Yrou can repeat this as 
long as you are able to stand aud not violate a Sunday ordi
nance. At  six o’clock Sunday evening the shut ters  come down 
as by magic, and Loudon again blazes with l ight aud shameless 
immorali ty.  The  revelry lasts unti l  eleven, when every body 
is expected to go to bed and get  ready for the mor row’s work.  
A queer old place is London.  He r  mask is as puri tanical  as 
was once that  of  New England,  whim the actual  cu r r en t  of  her 
life is feverish with debauchery.”

“ A  L o n d o n  P l tV s te lA N  ANt) a  P r o t e s t a n t , ’’ w r i t i n g  in  t h e  
“  U o c k  ’’ n e w s p a p e r ,  c h a r i t a b l y  l o d g e s  t h e  f o l lo w in g  a c c u s a t io n  
a l  t h e  d o o r  o f  t h e  h e r e d i t a r y  e n e m y  ol t h e  f r o t e s t a u t s  :—

‘ S i l t ,— f e r h a p s  y o u  a r e  n o t  a w a r e  t h a t  a  c las s  o f  t o - c a l l e d  
r e g i s t e r  o l l ices  lo r  s e rv a u l ; i— p a r t i c u l a r l y  f e m a le  s e r v a n t s —  
c o n d u c t e d  by la d ie s  h a v o  a  w i d e  r a m i t i c a l i o u  iu t h i s  c o u n t r y .  

- S e r v a n t s  e n g a g e d  f rom  s u c h  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  h a v e  s e c r e t  p r i n t e d  
p a p e r s  g i v e u  th e m ,  n a m e d  a n d  n u m b e r e d ,  w i n c h  t h e y  a r e  b o u n d  
to  o b e y ,  viz.  : A l t e r  a  s h o r t  t i m e  to  r e p o r t  to  t h e  l a d i e s ’ c o m 
m i t t e e  t b e  fo l lo w in g  iu  a n s w e r  : 1. K e p o r t  t h e  n a m e  a u d  c la s s  
o f  ta m i ly .  2.  U o  t b e y  h a v e  m o r n i n g  a u d  e v e n i n g  p r a y e r s  ?
3. W l i a t  is t l i e i r  r e l i g io n ,  a u d  d o  lu e y  a t t e n d  c h a p e l  o r  c l i u r c h  ?
4. Are  tliey moral ? 5. What  class of  company do tln-y keep,
and if so, early or late hours ? G. Are  tliey temperate  or  in
temperate ? 7. Are  tliey kind to the servants '( How ninny
do they keep '( 8. State tlio general  opinion of  the habits of
the master and mistress,  also solid aud daughters .  ‘J. Kepo'  t 
secretly as desired the contents of  the printed papers.  A friend 
ot mine discovered such a printed paper  in possession o f  a 
female servant.  1 hope tho public will open their eyes to such 
conduct,  and dismiss all servants that  refuse to answer  i f  they 
nre directed by a commit tee of  lomales suborned by priestcraft .—  
1 mil, &c.,

A L ondon P i iysician and  a P rotestant .

. To wliieti denunciatory epistle is added the following 
\Editor's note :
■ [  Heads of households ought  to look well to this fact. This
‘is not the lirst t ime that  such information has lunched us. This  
creeping into families by means of  tbe servants,  who aro tbe 
tools of such persons,  is so utterly uu-Eugl i sh that  we can only 
r egard it as ono of the many devices of  J e s u i t r y . ]
( And now wc wonder,  of  what  liuture will be the missile sent 
by the sons of Loyola iu retaliation a t  the head of  the I ' rotest- 
tauts ?

A  P e r j u r e d  F r e e m a s o n — S o l u t i o n  o k  a  M v s t k u y . — Tho
‘present  generat ion will have forgotten part iculars of  the M o r 
gan mystery.  For  many a year  it was one of  the chief  topics 
o f  talk in Amer i ca  and entered largely into the polities of  that  
country.  The f'Ctn iij brief, are these In 1^27, on<* J " l» i

Morgan,  a Freemason,  published at  Batavia, in the State of  New 
York,  a book which was yupposed to reveal tbe secrets of F r ee
masonry.  Short ly after  the publication some men who wore 
masks entered Morgan's  house, carried him away, aud he wus 
never  seen al lerwnrds.  I t  was repor ted tha t  tho masked 
brothers  bad carr ied him to Niagara  and flung him into tho 
river.  Tha t  ho was murdered,  there could be no doubt,  but  
where his body was laid was the mystery,  which has only now 
received solution. Morgan’s remains havo been found in the 
little town of  Pembroke,  eleven miles from Batavia,  in the State 
of  New Yoik.  Workmen were engaged on Wedner-day in open
ing a stone quar ry,  when they found a skeleton under  thick 
layers of  rock. They also discovered a r ing bearing Morgan’s 
initials, and a tobacco box containing a paper which under  a 
microscope,  was seen to bear the words ‘‘ mason,” “ liar,” 
“ prison,” kil l ,” and the full name of  Hen ry  Brown.  Brown 
was a lawyer,  and fanatical r egi rding  Masonry,  and in 1929—  
two years after tbe t r agedy— he published a so-called “ Nar ra 
tive of the Ant i -Masonic Exci t ement .” T h e  belief is now 
that  Brown was one of  the Morgan’s murderers.  T h e  men 
who abducted him, and whose names were Cheesebro, Sawyer,  
Sheldon and Lawson,  did so on Morgan ’s discharge from prison, 
where tbey had confined him on a potty charge.  Th ey  forced 
him into a carriage,  and passed from place to place. Even t 
ually tliey took him across the Canadian bonier  to For t  Nia
gara,  where ho was bl indfoldel  and manacled.  F rom that  
time he disappeared for ever.  His  abductors were tried, con
victed, and scnteuced to short  terms of imprisonment .”

Tempora nmtantur, nos cl mutumur in ill>s. Now that  the 
Masonic secrets i un tho streets no one ever  thinks ol killing 
any one else.

B aUV R e v e r e n d s— A t the Methodist  conference last week, 
the Whi t e  Tied Ones si t t ing in holy conclave were sorely 
exercised by the fact tha t  some of  the nice little baby-boy 
preachers smoked.  Th is  is awful  when you come to think 
about  it solemn-like. J u s t  fancy the potent  archangel  Gabriel  
looking down into these youngst ers’ studies, and finding tlio 
incipient Reverend To mmy Kl inker  or the beardless Reverend 
Bill Bloie furt ively tuking a cigar or a pull a t  a pipe of  
bird’s-eye 1 I t ’s terrific to think o f  the words which would eoine 
to, and fall from, the blessed archangel ic lips. Bu t  I  must  
pipe a lay to this subject.

Snd and solemn, sad and sorry,
Sat  the Metliodist ie crew ;

Sail aud solemn, sad and sorry,
Fo r  they knew not  what  to do.

Vain they searched all t hrough the Fathers ,
Searched t he Saints,  the Gospels too ;

B u t  those careless,  careless writers 
Had not banned narcot ic’s dew.

“ I f  St.  Punl ,” they wept  in chorus,
“ Had  but  saiil th at  pipes were damned,  ,

I f  St. J am e s  the less had told us .

Smokers  would in fire be ri immcd ;
“ 11 St.  Pe te r  had bu t  slogged at

Bi rd’s-eye, Black J a ck ,  shag,  nnd snuff,
We  could then havo told these youngsters  

Bueey wus tho devil’s stuff.”

Sti ll  these gray-beards,  croaking sadly,
Fe l t  the batt le mus t  be fought,

So they hinted tha t  flayed badly
Wou ld  bo s t udents  smoking caught .  i • ' '

700 ,000,000  o f  s o u l s , deprived of  the true bread of l i l b 
aud fa l l in g  like snow inlo hell for want  of  generous men to 
break to them that bread much more precious than the mate
rial one ” ! are the awe-inspir ing words published in tbo 
“ T a b l e t ” over  the signature of  no le^s. a a u t h p r j t y  than 
t  Edward,  Bishop of  Eucarpi a  Vic. ■ Apos;v<if  a h e  ..Malacca 
Peninsula.  Of  cnurtift those odd “ 71)0,000,000 e f  souW’,: ijr0
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“ heathen”, unbaptized souls, “ wait ing for t r u th  and life,” 
and the wri ter  i.s t rying to s t rengthen t.he J e s u i t ’* Imrnls and 
I'umis for missionin'}' work.  A s  statistical infonriation is often 
needed,  we will ext r ac t  h few sentenced from this toueliing letter. 
We are told that  only “ The  J e s u i t  order,  n o b o d y  o f  mis
sionaries exeepled,  possesses flie element necessary for br inging 
heathens to the knowledge of  our Divine Lord aud Saviour  
aud t lmt . . . “  it  is .in imperious duty on them to at tend carefully 
to the spiri tual  wants of  these English Catholics,  and the more 
soon  account  of  the grea t  dangers they are exposed to by the 
presence of innumerable societies of  Protes tants  of  every de
nomination,  which societies are very busy about  perver t ing 
our Catholics j us t  to console themselves for the a lmost  useless 
a t t empt  made to gain  pagans to tlieir pretended Chris t iani ty.” 
“ Pre t ended” is good, very very good. A nd  now,  we are 
informed that  “ Tlie Catholic missionaries have much more 
work than they can possibly do in a t tending to tlieir con
gregat ions of  European,  semi-European and native Chris t ians,  and 
in endeavouring to convert  t he hundreds of mill ions of  Pagans 
waiting as an abundant  harves t  for these successors of the 
Apostles.

“ These figures of  h u n d r e d s  o f  m il l io n s  may seem to be an 
exaggerat ion,  but  allow me to g ive your  readers official ac
counts.

“ T h e  last, Census made iu Indi a in this year  of Our  Lo rd  
1 SB 1, in the month of  Apri l ,  gives 274,0(10,000 as being 
tinder the Viceroy of  Judin, and owing to the general pre
judices which make these poor people believe tha t  such in
quiries arc mn.lc in order  to have them taxed,  I  can say for 
certain that  these figures are under  the reality.

“ Now pul. at 300,000,000 the inhabi tants o f  the vast. Empi re  
of China,  these two countries will then give you nearly 
G00,000.000, of poor souls wait ing for t ruth and life. Tak e  now 
the kingdom of  Siam, Cambodia,  the Empi res  of  Anuam and 
J apan,  I lien you will have no difficulty in ge l l ing  some
100,000,000 more.

“  Do good and pious Catholics really think of this ? Do they 
refleet on there being but, a little over 2,000,000 children of  
God among these 700,000,000 of souls redeemed like ours at  the 
pricc of  Ihe most  precious blood of  Christ ,  and t.hi■- only in Asia, 
without  therefore speaking of  the other  parts of  the world ?”

F rom this wc gather  two consoling facts :  (1)  that, notwi th
standing f o r c i b l e  and apparent  conversions t.h- re are ye t  after 
18 centuries of  preaching aud toiling 700 000,d0O, of poor 
“ heathen” S>00 millions of  Mahouiedans, in all 1,0(10,000,000 
who have not yet ,  happily for them, been perverted from the 
religions of  their  forefathers;  and (2) that  it  would not “ be 
reasonable to endeavour  to n a k c  new converts when those who 
already belong to the fold o f  Christ  would be abandoned and 
exposed, as I said, t.o become the prey of  the ministers of  
er ror— read— “ Protestant  Padris .” Veri ly 11 a house divided 
agains t  itself shall not s t a n d ! ”©

What, with the pet ty quarrels and mutual  showings-np in 
which our  Catholic and Protestant  friends indulge,  we Hen- 
then are likely to get  much information about, the st.»te of  
their  Missions t hroughout  the world. Our  old contemporary 
the C atholic  M i r r o r  says:— ■

“ Every  now and then wc furnish our  renders wi th P ro 
tes tant  test imony t'l the barrenness of Prot es tant  missions. 
The latest witness is tho Rev. Theodore L. Cuyler,  who, 
wri t ing from the Holy Land to tho New York Independent, 
declares tha t— ‘ neither  here (Palest ine)  nor in Egyp t  have 
two dozen Mussulmans been ye t  converted. ’ Th is  is positive 
and direct  evidence of  a st r iking fact which should induce 
our separated brethren to consider the reason why Catholic 
priests with n ex t  to 110 material  resources aro in Asia  nnd 
Africa bringing lens of  thousands annually to a knowledge of 
Christ,  while I ' rotestant missionaries, with Bibles, aud schools, 
aud money for all o t he r  accessories of  thei r  work,  do really, 
notwithstanding their glowing reports some of  heavy crops 
hoped for, make no converts.  Th is  reason is tha t  tho Holy 
Spir i t  of  God cannot  prosper sects nnd heresies” !

It, was only the other  day that  the Protestants  charged 
the Catholics with the fraud of  mumbling prayers ove r  the 
principal wells of  au Indian village, and then repor t ing all 
iidia.bit.ants as baptized Christians. Alaekadav that hret lnen 
tdioul l take to call ing name? ' fter that, fas-hiun. .
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C o y l o n :  I s a a c  W c c r e s o o r i y a ,  D e p u t y  C o r o n e r ,  D o d a n d m v a :  J o h n  R o b e r t  

d e  S i l v a ,  S u r v e y o r  G e n e r a l ’ s  O l l i c c ,  C o l o m b o  :  D o n  T i m o t h y  K a r u i i a r a t n e ,  

K a n d y .  C h i n a  :  K e l l y  a n d  W a l s h ,  S h n n g l i a f .  !  ’

P r i n t e d  a t  t h o  Industrial Prrss b y  B .  C u r s e t j e e  &  C o . ,  a n d  p u b l i s h e d  b y  

t h o  ) ' b e o « o j i l j i e a l  S o c i e t y  a t  b r o a c h  C a n d y ,  B o m b a y .



S U P P L E M E N T
TO

THE THEOSOPHIST-
V ol. 3. No. 2. BOMBAY, N O V EM B ER , 1881. No. 20.

O U R  C E Y L O N  W O R K . '

Advices from our President, Colonel Olcott (da ted  10th 
Oct.) state th a t  lie had this season delivered thirty-two 
public lectures, since leaving Galle. The receipts aver
aged about Rs. 300 cach lecture, and the  Sinhalese 
National Fund was steadily increasing. A plumbago 
vein was donated to the President for the  1' und, and 
arrangements arc being made to have it  worked. I h e  
donor is Mr. Proctor II. A. W. Molligode.. of Kaigalle.

U dam itta  lecture (2nd  Oct.) was a g reat success; 
enthusiasm of villagers being shown by the ir  pu tt ing  150 
men and 5(j carts to work from Sept. 20th to Oct. 2nd, 
to build a brick culvert and open and grade a new road 
of l i  mile in length ( from the  Negombo high road to 
the  temple of Sangha Issa, Priest). Over this bit 
of road they erected 47 arches of greenery, such as 
the  Sinhalese make so prettily ; while a t  tlie entrance 
rose a high portal, framed in squares witli arecan tree 
trunks and huge bamboos, a lter the  South Indian  
fashion, with clusters of king cocoanuts pendant in each 
square and tlie framework wreathed with flowers. Priests 
from neighbouring pansalas a ttended the lecture, and 
arranged for 10 more to be sriven in the ir  several localities,O
beiriimiiiG: with Nov. ].

An order has been given to prin t th e  10th thousand 
of the Sinhalese Edition of the  Catechism.

Our latest advices from Ceylon were to the  16th October, 
on which day the President-Founder and delegates were 
to have sailed for Tutticorin from Colombo by the  B. I. S. 
N. Co.’s weekly steamer. B u t the  vessel, it appears, 
called at  Colombo two days before her advertised time ; 
and, Colonel Olcott being then away, lecturing in the  Ben- 
tfita district, and the delegates scattered a t  their  respective 
homes, the  party were, of course, left behind, and the 
departure had to be postponed to the  following week.

(A. P». 2425)

O U R  B R A N C H E S .

B U O T lllilU IO O l).

Other societies have preached the  Brotherhood of man 
and some have done much to cultivate the germs of th a t  
noble sentiment. B u t we th ink  it  no injustice to claim 
for the Theosophical Society tho greater credit of having 
practically realized this “ Utopian dream of the poet and 
the philanthropist ” in a distinct degree. I t  will be 
remembered th a t  when the  Founders of tho Paren t 
Society visited Ceylon last year, the  Bombay Branch 
sent mixed delegation of H indus and Parsis to be present, 
on its behalf, a t  the ' organization of th e  proposed new 
Buddhist Branches, and so testify to the  fact th a t  the 
members of the  Theosophical Society, the world over, had 
sunk the prejudices of race and religion which keep men 
from working together for the  good of mankind. The 
following document, which we now publish with joyful 
satisfaction, shows th a t  the generosity of our Bombay 
brethren is not forgotten by the Sinhalese Buddhists. 
They embrace the opportunity of the  flying visit to 
Southern In d ia  to inaugurate the Tinnevelly Theosophical 
Society, to send a jo in t  committee from the Colombo and 
Galle Branches to assist on their  behalf. The document 
was most artistically engrossed by J .  R. De Silva, Esq., a 
talented member of the Colombo Branch ;—  ■

A t a  regular m eeting of the  Colombo Theosophical 
Society, held ou tl ie  evening of the  30th of September, 
1 SSI, (A. B. 2425) the  following Preamble and Resolutions 
were, upon motion of Mr. W. D ’Abrew, seconded by Mr. 
C. P. Gunawarda.na, unanimously adopted :—

W h e r e a s ,—  The  B o m b a y  Theosophical Society, moved 
by k i n d  aud  brotherly spirit, d id  o n  the occasion o f  the 
first v is i t  o f  the F ounders  lo Ceylon, i n  the m o n th  o f  
M a y  1S80, send a special Delegation o f  H in d u s  a n d  Parsees  
to assist i n  the, f o r m a t io n  o f  the B u d d h is t  branch societies 
in  this I s la n d  )and ,

W h e r e a s ,—  T his  s p i r i t  o f  religious tolerance is h igh ly  
honourable  a n d  worthy o f  im i ta t io n ,  especially by B u d 
dhists, whose r e l ig io n  is im b u e d  w ith  the p r inc ip le  o f  
Universal b ro th e rh o o d ; avd ,

W h e r e a s ,—  The P res iden t-F ounder ,  Colonel H e n ry  S. 
Olcott, has accepted an  in v i ta t io n  to proceed lo T in n e
velly, in the M a d ra s  P re s id e n c y ,  for the purpose  o f  i n 
augurating a new B ra n c h  o f  the P a re n t  Society  : Now,
Therefore, He it
R e s o l v e d — T hat the P res iden t a n d  Secretary, o f  the 
Colombo Theosophical Society be requested, lo convcy to 
the B ro ther  Theosopliists a t  Tinnevelly our fra terna l salu-  
tcitions. a n d  best ivishcs f o r  the success o f  the new Branch, 
with  which it w i l l  a lways give us the greatest p leasure  to 
correspond. ; and.

R e s o l v e d .—  That a special Committee o f  this Society be 
selected by  the chair, to accom pany  the President-Found\cr  
to In d ia ,  a n d  on o ur  behalf, lay  this P rea m b le  a n d  these 
Resolutions before the Tinnevelly Theosophical Society, 
when tlic sam e shall have been du ly  organized.

By Order,
A t t e s t :—• . .

(Signed) A n d r e w  P e r e r a , 

President,
W. F. W ij a y a s e k a r a ,

Secretary.
Colombo, Ceylon, 30th September 1881.

T H E  COLOMBO T H E O S O P H IC A L  SOCIETY.

D uring the  first half  of October, the  National Fund 
had been increased by popular subscriptions to the amount 
of Rs. 3,130, this bringing the total up to about Rs. 13,000. 
The interest seems to be steadily increasing, both among 
priests and laity. The Observer  and other pro-Christian 
journals in vain reprin t all the  scurrilous and defamatory 
articles against us th a t  have currency in the European 
and American press. The Buddhists now realize tha t  
these are bu t covert attacks upon them and their reli
gion, and their  affection for their  white champion is daily 
growing stronger. In  the Bentota  district, Colonel 
Olcott was escorted from village to village by pereheras 
of great processions, with flags, banners, standards, instru
mental music, songs, costumed dancers performing national 
Sinhalese dances, and the  other striking features of tho 
ancient rejoicings upon the  visit of the ir  native kings. 
Miles of road were lined with “ olla” decorations, and 
trium phal arches were erected a t  favourable points. Ho 
has ordered the construction of a travelling cart, to be 
drawn by a pair of bullocks and ingeniously devised to 
servo as a carriage, dining and writing room by day, and 
a sleeping apartm ent by night, with comfortable beds for 
four people. Locked cupboards under the floor will give 
ample space for the  stowage of clothes, books and tracts, 
food, and cooking utensils. The President’s permanent



pnrt}- includes, besides himself, the  famous Megitu watte 
Priest, William D’Abrow, Esq., interpreter, Mr. James, 
DeZoypa, clerk, and a servant.

T I IE  VLSIT FR O M  C E Y L O N  TO S O U T H  IN D IA .

I t  was originally expected th a t  tlie delegation to ac
company Colonel Olcott to Tinnevelly, would comprise 
representatives of the Galle and Kandy branches as well 
as th a t  of Colombo. Circumstances, however, interfered 
nt the  last moment, and the Colombo Com m ittee— Messrs. 
Samuel Perera, W. F. Wijesekara, our indefatigable 
Secretary, and myself reported for duty. W e left Colombo 
by the steamer “ Huzara” a t  .r>-7 p. m., on the 21st, and 
after a very smooth passage anchored offTuticorin a t 
10-7 a.m., on the 22nd. A t  the je t ty  nearly all the 
principal Hindu gentlemen of the  place were in waiting 
to receive us, and a crowd of some hundreds of the  more 
or less common people thronged tlie shore. They escorted 
ns with native music to the  hotel and lingered there for 
hours. There was no mistaking the  heartiness of our 
welcome. As there was such a desire to hear Colonel 
Olcott speak, he consented and delivered a lecture tha t  
very evening a t  the  H indu vernacular school to a densely- 
crowded gathering. A t  th e  door of the  school-house we 
were m et by some Brahmins with a lota covered with 
netted  cords and wreaths of flowers, and one of the B rah
mins, while handing the  lota to the  Colonel, recited some 
Sanskrit stanzas which I  believe were a blessing invoked up
on our President. Mr. l ’liibbs, a European, the  Port Officer 
of Tuticorin, who introduced the Colonel to the  audience, 
heard him very attentively, as did several other European 
gentlemen present. A t about 7 o’clock in the evening, Mr. 
G. V. Chinnatamby Pillai, President of the  Tinnevelly 
Theosophical Socicty, arrived by tra in  and came to the 
hotel where we were pu t  up. W ith  him was Mr. T. 
Mnttoo Iyer, F .  T. S. They accompanied us this morning 
in the train to Tinnevelly. A t Gengunden, a half-way 
station, a crowd had gathered, and we were presented with 
wreaths, limes, plantains and cocoannts. A t  last when we 
arrived a t  our place of destination, th e  crowd of Hindu 
gentlemen who came to welcome us was so large, and the 
enthusiasm they and the  whole populace of Tinnevelly have 
shown is so great, th a t  I  have no words to describe them. 
W e were taken from the platform of the railway station 
in a coach by the  pensioned Judge  of the  H igh  Court a t 
Trivandrum, Mr. Vedathadridas Muddalier, to an upstair 
building a t  South New Street, the  largest dwelling in town, 
which we found decorated with flags and flowers. To this 
place the processions followed from the  railway station, 
accompanied by an elephant, players on all kinds of native 
musical instruments and with flags and banners. I  may 
here express the  feeling th a t  I  had on witnessing person
ally the reception tha t  Colonel Olcott has had from the 
Hindus. W e Sinhalese had become so accustomed to look 
upon him as our exclusive property, and solely engaged in 
promoting Buddhism, th a t  wo could not realize th a t  any 
other Asiatic people had as warm an affection for him. 
B u t our visit to Madras Presidency now shows us practi
cally th a t  the labours of the  Paren t Society are spread 
over different lands, and confined to no single race. The 
street before onr house has been blockaded all day by a 
crowd. This evening is devoted to initiations of new 
m em bers : to-morrow the  President is to lecture for the  first 
time in public. I append the  names of some of the 
gentlemen who have greeted us a t  Tuticorin and Tinne- 
velly. A t Tuticorin :—

B. Gopalaswamy Naidu, Honorary Magistrate.
M. Soobraya Pillai, Ditto.
V. Streenivasa Charlu, District Munsiff.
R am anuja  Naidu, Assistant Commissioner, Salt D e

partment.
M uttuswamy Pillai, Preventive Inspector, Salt D e

partment.
Parthasarithy Iyengar, Sub-Collector's Slieristedar.
Captain Phibbs, Alaster A ttendan t  (Chairman). 1

Ramasamy Iyer, Head-Clerk Sub-Collector’s Office.
. Thiagaraja Iyer, Station-Master, Tuticorin.

K ulta tana lha  Pillay, Clerk, Sub-Collector’s Office.
> Sadagopa Naidoo, Merchant.

B. Subrayaloo Naidoo, Sub-Registrar.
S. Sankeriah, Sub-Magistrate.
A. P. Pachiperumal Chettiar, Honorary Magistrate 

and Municipal Commissioner.
R. Chockalingani Pillay, Broker. •
Rengasamy Moodeliar, Sea Custom Superintendent. 
Narenasamy Iyer, Pleader. .
Ahvarrappa Pillay, Do. >
M. Balwstreennvasa, Barrister-at-Law.
C. A. R. Cocq, Merchant.

The Gentlemen present a t  Tinnevelly were :— 
Vedathadridas Mudalier, Pensioned High Court 

Judge, Trevandram.. .  O ' ,  ,
Mr. Sheppard, Principal, Tinnevelly College.
Teroomalai Row, Sub-Judge. Tinnevelly.
Rji m a I in ga M ood el i ar. 

t • • • .  1 A Kristnasamier Iyer, Vakil Dist, Court, Tinne-
velly. ,

Annasaniy Iyer, Do.
A Litarainier, B.A. Do.
Ram akrishnier Do. .
Kuppcesainier Do.
Vadcvalaghianumalia Pillay, Do.
NeIIiknnia.ru Pillay Do.
Poiiduranga Row Do.
Subbusamier Do.
Navcenelhakrishna Pillay, B.A,, Assistant Master, 

Tinnevelly College.
K rishna Pillay, B.A., Do. (
Soondramier Do.
Thcllenayagam Pillay, B.A,. Slieristedar, Collector’s 

Office. , ,
G. Ramasamy Pillay, Dist. Munsiff Tiniievelly. 
Chennalambia Pillay, Tahsildar.
Ramasamy Jycr, B.A., District Registrar.
Subbiah Pillay, Honorary Magistrate.
Savadi Pillay Do.
Shumningakum arasam y Moodalier Do. 
Somnsoondram Pillay Do.
Peramana.ya.gain Pillay Do.
Moothoovier, Commissioner.
Veeravagu Pillay, Temple Trustee.
K an th ithu th  Pandiyagi. ;
Soobarayn. Iosier. ■
T. S. Moothia Pillay, Honorary Magistrate.
Sitaram Pillay.
San kara.l i nga 111 Pillay,
Pelti Chockalingani Pillay.
K an th in ia tha  Nat.ha Pillay, Vakil.
Ambalavana Pillay, D eputy  Magistrate.
A yranainar Pillay, Police Inspector.
A Pelchandy Iyer.
A Rungasamier, Vakil.
A Ramasamier, Vakil.
Zem indar of Self liur. ..
Samenada Iyer, Vakil.
Sankaranarayana Pillay. ■

Our movements here are not as yet decided upon, bu t 
we return to Ceylon in the steamer of November 3. ,

W ith  the best wishes of the Sinhalese delegates. iJD / '
I  am faithfully yours ever, r

W. D k A b r e w . 
Tinnevelly, 23rd October 1881. ■>

After the above was p u t  in type, the  following telegram 
was received from Col. O lco tt :— '

I  re turn  to Ceylon by the  steamer of the 27th. • 1T

T H E  G A L L E  T H E O S O P H IC A L  SO CIETY . !>. 
The H ead-M aster of the High School, having fa ile^1 

to give satisfaction, was, by a resolution of the Society 
adopted on the  8 th  of October, obliged to resign; T h e 1



vaoancy was temporarily filled by the promotion of the 
•Assistant Master, W. Seuiweratna.

T H E  B E N T O T A  T H E O S O P H IC A L  SOCIETY.

An inefficient President has prevented this Branch 
from doing much work during the  past year, bn t  as a 
change was to be made at the  annual election, we expect 
to have more encouraging report to make in future. Among 
other things there is talk of erecting a hall and school- 
building, and a site has been secured for tho purpose.

K A N D Y  T H E O S O P H IC A L  SO CIETY .

The a ttem pt on the  par t  of the  Church of England peo
ple to prevent the erection of the  new Thcosophical Hall 
and School-building at Kandy has failed. The foundations 
fire being laid, and tho enemy are laid out. I t  was a poor 
business for so high a Church dignitary ns tho Yon. Arch
deacon to be engaged in, and the result reflects no credit 
upon him, or those he enlisted as helpers. The m atter  
being referred to Government, they  very sensibly decided 
tha t  the occupancy of the site was perfectly legal and de
clined to oust onr Kandyan colleagues. T in  trouble was 
th a t  the plot of ground adjoins the Archdeacon’s Church, 
and th a t  was entirely too much of a good th ing  !

T H E  BOMBAY T H E O S O P H IC A L  SO CIETY .

A.t a  regular Monthly Meeting of the  Branch held a t 
the Paren t Society’s Head-quarters  a t Breach Candy 
on Sunday the 9th October, a t .‘5-30 P. M., Mr. Sohrabji 
J. Padshah read an interesting paper on “ Prophets 
and Their Modern Representatives.” The lecture was 
very much appreciated, and, at the  instance of many 
Theosophists, Mr. Sohrabii J .  Padshah delivered it  before 
a larger audienco a t  .Framjee Gowasji In s t i tu te  on 
29th October.

After a vote of thanks to tho ablo young lecturer, the  
Meeting’ was adjourned.

C U R R E N 1  E V E N T S .
( A  letter from  the R eco rd in g  Secre ta ry  o f  the N eiu  Y o rk  

Theosoph ica l Society to the N .  Y. S u n  A u g u s t  22 .)

T H E  T H E O S O P H IS T S  I N  CEY LO N .

To t h e  E d it o r  o f T h e  S u n — S ir  : In  t h e  S u n  you 
notice a paper published in Ceylon by the Theosophical 
Society, but I  am sure th a t  you are so overwhelmed by 
near American news, you could not dive into tha t  journal, 
printed as it is in Sinhalese. As I  am possessed of some 
facts about the work th a t  society is doing in Ceylon, in
teresting those numerous readers of yours who are in the 
habit of paying out their  hard-earned money for missions 
in India, Timbuctoo, and other heathen places, I  offer 
them to you for publication, which is justifiable, because of 
tho silence of the missionary agents here, and as the 
family motto of the Maharajahs of Benares declares, “ thero 
is no religion higher than  t ru th .”

Besides publishing the paper you have noticed, and the 
magazine called the T i-ie o so p h ist , now in the  second half 
of its second year, the society have opened campaign in 
Ceylon, and as a first step have established what are called 
there “ Buddhist schools.” These Schools have the 
countenance and support of nearly all the influential na
tives of the island, carrying- along with them, of course, 
th e  less influential. They are only opposed by the Protest-, 
an t  missionaries and their organs, and, -mirabile, d icta , are: 
for the  present, a t  least, encouraged by the  l lom an Catho
lics and their organs.

The Ceylon Catholic Messenger on May 10 says : “ T h e ’ 
Theosophists cannot in any case lie worse than  the sec ta - ' 
rian missionaries, and if Col. Olcott can induce the 
Buddhists to establish schools of their own, as he is trying 
to do, he will be doing us a service. Because, if the 
Buddhists would have their own denominational schools,; 
as we have ours, they would pu t a stop to the dishonesty ' 
now practised by the sectarian missionaries of obtaining

Government money for proselytising purposes, under the 
pretext of grants in aid of education.”

In  the  C ey lo n  D io ce sa n  Gazette, the Lord Bishop of 
Colombo says of the  high-sehool for boys at Galle, which 
then had !i80 pup ils :  ‘‘A local branch of this society of
atheists is in full activity between Galle and Buona 
Vista. * * * * I ts  a,vowed intention is to counteract the 
work of the Christian missionaries. There  can be no 
doubt th a t  for the present the  opposition is an evil. * * * * 
Buddhists in great numbers have been pledged to send 
the ir  children t.o the  rival school, and not to any under 
Christian influence. Meanwhile the  wluone seems to 
prosper. Tho- Wesleyan school, which is within a stone's 
throw of the rival one, lias been nearly emptied, the 
Roman Catholic School a t Kalluwella has sulk-red, and so 
also has even the  Government school in Gallo itself, 
where certainly the Christian teaching is as colorless as 
possible.”

In  all, the  scholars num ber about 000, and the schools 
are in a very flourishing condition. Text books are being 
printed, anci the  scheme, as the Bishop of Colombo calls 
it, is on a solid basis, with prosperity for its future. Money 
will not be lacking, as a fund is now being made up by the 
wealthy natives to make sure its foundations and s trength
en its young powers.

Can tho tru thfu l re,porters of mission work afford to 
ignore it in the ir  s ta tem ents  of sneer about its stability ?

These, sir, are facts.
W l Q. JlJDUK,

Recording Secretary Theosophical Socicty.

D A Y A N A N D A  SA R A SW A T I A N D  H IS  
, F O L L O W E R S .

To t h e  E ditoh  of t h e  “ T iikosoi’Iiist .”
M a d a m  : The following is a .very important notice re

ceived from Benares. Please publish it  in your columns, 
aud give your readers an opportunity of judg ing  thereby 
for themselves.

Yours very Truly,
P a n d i t  G o pi  N a t h ,

E dito r  M it lr a  V ilusa.

•‘ Being led away by the  misleading reputation of 
Swami Daya N anda Saraswatee, we, the undersigned, re 
paired to him to hear his Vedic lectures and act according 
to his dictates. B u t no sooner had we heard him than we 
became convinced th a t  he was no true  reformer. Our 
doubts now having been removed by our Vedic Guru P an 
dit Jugulkishore Pathak , a member of Tiie Brahmamrit 
Varshini Sabha, we, made penance, as commanded in our 
Shastras, for th is  mistake and sin ot ours, and we hereby 
promise never to deviate from the true  and just way taught 
by our Guru.”

“ S ita  Rama, Babu Nand Pande, Krishna Ram a Shukul 
. “ and R a m a P ia sd a  Dube.

“ Published by
“  P a n d i t  J i r u r h K i s i m i t E  P a t h a k ,

“ Brahmanu-it Varshini Sabha 
.Benares.”

E d ito r 's  Note.-— T r u e  lo our po licy  n f  perfect, im part ia l ity ,  
to the prom ise  tha t  every religion, sect, a nd  school o f  p h i 
losophy .w il l  be g iven  a chance o f  a fa ir  hearing  be fore the 
public ,  a n d  the adheren ts  perm it ted  lo de fend  their respect
ive opinions in our jou rn a l ,  we arc forced  to m ake room  
f o r  the above m anifes to . B u t  we do so w ith  -regret, f o r  this  
is no ph ilosoph ica l p r o o f  tha t the d oc /1 iurs ta u g h t  by the 
learned  I ’und it  in  whose fa v o u r  it is issued, -namely— Pundit  
Ju g u lk i sh o re  P a th a k — are more ph ilosophical,  or in  any  
w a y  more true  thau  those exp ounded  by Swami. D a y a n u n d  
S arasw at i .  A s  it stunds, the declaration is s im p ly  the, con

fe s s io n  o f  a short- l ived  apostacy, aud, a public, contrit ion in  
consequence o f  it. To-m orrow  the disciples o f  S iram i D a y a -  
n a n d  m a y  send us in their  rep ly , an d  :ire w o u ld  have  fo 
p u b l i sh  it  in  our n e x t  on the same princip le .  I f  ever a n y  
good  is ca lcu la ted  to come out o f  such mutual, denunciations ,  
then, o ug h t  the two learned  pa nd its  to fu rn ish  us, at least, 
w ith  ’p a p e r s  p r o  a n d  contre their respective interpretations'



o f  the Vedas : and so leave the verdict to the opinion o f
the viipartitfl readers. Otherwise such denunciations are 
calculated to do more harm than good.

W E S T E R N  “ A D E P T S ” A N D  E A S T E R N  
T H E O S O P H I S T S .

Since tlio first appearance of tlie Occult World  tlie 
London Spiritualist, undertook a series of regular weekly 
attacks upon it. On tlie ground th a t  Mr. S innett  had 
ncvei himself seen Koot Iloomi, the  existence ol’ the la tter 
was doubted. This doubt was followed by the arbitrary 
hypothesis tha t no one else ever had seen him. Then, 
when seven Theosophists (four natives of Ind ia  and three 
Europeans) had declared over their  own signatures tha t  
they had. seen our Brother, a pretext for invalidating their 
testimony was immediately invented. An objection, loosely 
grounded upon the  fallacious and not very delicate insi
nuation, th a t  as no one in England knew w hether the lives 
nnd characters of the witnesses entitled the ir  evidence to 
bo accepted without protest, a very small degree of con
fidence could be placed upon it. Besides that, it  was 
urged tha t  as neither Mrs. A. Gordon, nor Colonel Olcott 
had given their  testimony,— the latter, moreover, having 
never declared to have seen the “ Brothers ”— the claim 
would receive no attention. Both of the above-named 

ersoiis havo now sent in the ir  evidence. I t  remains to 
e seen, whether in the first place the ir  letters will be 

published ; and if so, what a t tem p t will be made to dis
credit them.

Meanwhile, for over a period of three months, and week 
after week, the Spiritual isl never appeared w ithou t  con
taining an attack or two of more or less doubtful literary 
refinement upon the Theosophists in general, the Founders 
of the Society in particular, and Koot Hooini and lim e . 
Blavatsky— especially. A t  times, the epithets  to their 
address, and tlie peculiar phraseology characterizing them, 
reached a degree of eminence th a t  placed the  Sjiiritualist—  
with its hitherto immaculate columns which ought to be 
solely devoted to the  necrologies of distinguished dis
embodied angels— on a level with the  choicest political 
daily of America, during the Presidential elections. The 
editorial “ passes'’ having been somewhat, obstructed by 
the  seven avalanches of the  Theosophical witnesses, the 
Spiritualist  bethought itself of another  expedient. When 
Ita ly  had fallen into impious doubt and infidelity, Pius
IX. resorted to the expedient of being protected by foreign 
hirelings, and a body of “ Papal Zonaver” was duly 
organized. W hen tho Editor o ftl ie  Spiritual)si  saw h im 
self in danger of being floored by the accumulated testi
mony to the  existence of the  “ Brothers”— from India, he 
found out, a “ Kabalist,” and formed with him an alliance— 
offensive only ; as, so far no one went to the trouble of 
attacking him. T ha t  Spiritualist  “ Zonaver” was J .  K., 
the miritic “ adep t” and a “ widow’s son” to boot ; a —
“ Hinani A biff ” reared up and raised by illustrious grand
master— a “ Hierophant of W estern origin” as J .  K. h im 
self introduced him.

So far, so good. The Kabalistic arrows directed by 
J . K. against the  Theosophists, shooting over the ir  heads, 
h u r t  no one hu t the Spiritualist,  whose columns were, for 
a time, filled with the  pompous self-glorifications of the 
Occult “ Sir Oracle.” These articles provoking homcric 
fits of laughter among those of the  Anglo-Indians who 
read them, were ra ther a t rea t than a nuisance. Had J. K. 
proceeded in tha t strain, no one would have ever paid the  
slightest a ttention to his harmless diatribes and, as stated 
in the  October TliEOSOi’lllST th a t  would have been the 
first and the last time th a t  we would have noticed him in 
our columns. B u t the alleged “ adept ” has now resorted 
to personalities. Forgetting  tha t  the  “ Theosophists ” of 
Bombay aro private and nnn-professional characters who 
neither sell quack medicines, for a livelihood, nor ad 
vertise “ Magnetism classes a t  one guinea for the  course, 
or 5s. a lesson,” he permits himself to speak of better 
people than himself ill a deprecatory tone which, a t  best, 
m ight be assumed only by a regular proficient in the 
Occult ait and knowledge, recognizcd as such the world

over. To make use of such .phrases as— “ Madame Bla
vatsky— evidently knows nothing of our art, (! ?) I  ( ? ! )  
do not hesitate  to state ( of course; how should a  Kabalist 
of his “ ca l ib re” hesitate at any thing ?) th a t  the  volumi
nous work ( Isis Uvreiletl) is a thoroughly misleading one 
.. she has not grasped the  right m ean in g ’’...etc., etc. 
the  critic must have proved himself ns great as Paracelsus 
or, at the least, as wise as the “ H ierophant ” who initiated 
him.

Instead of that, w hat do we find ? W ho is tha t  J .  K. 
who like his Fn-soph  is ever “ speaking of himself, to 
himself, and through himself?” Since he did not hesitate 
to name Mine. Blavatsky and tried to show her so inferior 
to himself, we do not see why we should feel the slightest 
scruple to lift up the “ brazen mask” which shrouds the  face 
oftlie Kabalistic beau domino. W e declare then in our turn, 
proofs in hand, th a t  M. Ju lius  Kohn is a very conceited, 
vain, young gentleman, who, JiaHly weaned from the
A. B. C. of Occultism, puts on the  airs of a mysterious 
grand adept— de.rtro tempore, writes pretentious articles 
under the safe cover of two initials, and so obtains a 
public hearing under false pretences. There is no K aba
listic organ, and even the  third-class London Weeklies would 
throw his articles in the  waste-basket, had he offered 
them. W h a t  hotter opportunity, then, taking advantage of 
the ill-feeling of the Spiritualists toward the  Tlieoso- 
pliists to g e t  room in a journal wherein to ventilate his 
vagaries? I lencc his articles in the Spiritualist, and the 
declarations tha t there are no spirits in nature other than 
human  sp irits ; and the  magisterial, ridiculous verdict 
“ I f  the Theosophists study the elementals, they study 
only mideve/oprd human  spirits.”

“ The disciple is not above his m aste r . . . i t  is enough 
for the  disciple tha t  lie be as his master and the 
servant, as his lord ;’’ reads verse 24, Chap. X. of 
Mathew. Hence Ju l iu s  Kohn has e ither to abide by 
his “ Lord and M aste r 's” decision, or, maintain th a t  lie is 
above his “ hierophant,” adding, moreover th a t  his 
In i t ia to r  of “ W estern orig in” ( so designated by him, we 
suppose, in contradistinction to his own which is Eastern) 
does not know what he is talking about. W hatever our 
“ a d e p t” may say in his excuse in the future, tha t  
is the  in teresting  information th a t  the said Master 
(whose full name, if ho would like to sec it published, we 
are as ready to give, as wc gave his own)— says of 
his disciple, of whom otherwise, Mr. W. * * * seems to be 
very proud :— “ M. K ohn” he tells a friend “ has been 
under my direct, guidance for several years and w ent on 
reading in all languages every Kaba.listical work to be pu r
chased here and in G erm any........b u t  he does not; go in
for Astrology to any extent. Tie has not yet made his 
entrance into tlw a d y t u m / but his 'intuitions are working 
up and he gets very lucid glimpses of things hj times.
l i i s  dreams  are ge tt ing  very interestingly spiritual........
B u t  he eschews niediumship. Although he has not yet 
confronted the ‘ lied Elixir,’ (i.e., made the perfect junc
tion of the  soul with the spirit) ........yet he iso?) the. fa ir  way
of it, for ‘of tha t  day and hour knoweth no m an’. . . ”

Quite so. No one knoweth of it, no more tlie master 
than the disciple, we see. W c have good reasons to be
lieve that the  former will not take the risk of denying his 
own words, so religiously quoted by us, as in the contrary 
ease, we m ight add to it  some other trifling particulars, 
which wc will abstain from mentioning at  present. . We 
do not know th a t  gentleman personally, and we m ight 
have pcrchancc more respect for him, if we did have tha t  
honour, than wc arc likely to ever entertain for his 
pupil. W c have proved the  essential points, and tha t  
suffices for our purposes. On the authority of the  person, 
more likely to exaggerate the achievements of his disciple 
than to lower them  in the  world’s estimation wc are inform
ed. (1.) th a t  J .  K. “ has not yet made his entrance into the 
adytum ,’’— which amounts to confessing before any one 
who knows anyth ing  of Hermetic phraseology, th a t  his 
pupil knows n o t h i n g  yet of the essential, final, and 
higher mysteries, evolving, meanwhile, liis “ involitional 
soul ” out of the allegorical interpretations of his "  in ter



esting dreams,” during the  ?fo»i-lueid interludes be t
ween his “ in tu i t io n a l” lucid glimpses of t h i n g s ; ” 
(2.) th a t  J. K. “ eschews mediumship,” having, as we 
were told in one of his articles, his own notions about 
“ spirits,” i.e., in every case as heretical as those of the 
theosophists, only perchance, less correct. (N. B. the 
Editor of the Spiritualtst  thus seeming to be wanning a 
viper in his bosom ); and— (3.) not having yet “ confronted 
the  Red Elixir,” namely, having never succeeded so far, in 
uniting his spirit with his soul, which alone makes the 
adept for a time a divine being existing in the region of 
absolute wisdom. J. Kohn is but an humble chela* in 
the  school of magic, and no “ a d e p t” a t  all, as he would 
like to have us believe.

I t  is this dabbler in occultism, who, in his pretentious, 
bombastic style, so full of audacious conceit, speaks of such 
adepts as were the old Indian Rishis, of the authors of such 
philosophies as the FctZas, the  Vedanta  and the . ankya, 
of such men as our Brother Koot Iioomi, as it they knew 
nothing worth know ing! To show his own ignorance,— 
Oh,shadows of K ap ilaand  Patanjali!— J. K. calls “Akasa”—  
a F I G M E N T  !' I f  readers would only believe him :  “ Taking 
erroneously some esotcric sentences from Paracelsus in 
their literal wording, the late Abbe Alphonse Louis 
Constant (Eliphas Levi), or the  man who wioLe his books 
on Magic, inven ted^  1) out of the sidereal influence of Para
celsus an objective astral light, and theorised thereon 
tha t the great work of adeptship is to subjugate and 
direct this force.” “Combine therew ith” lie adds “ a prac
tice of bullying tho elementals in all the four kingdoms, 
and you are, according to Eliphas Levi, an accomplished 
master-magician.”

Combine with ignorance, a practice of bullying all those 
who differ from you, especially those who refuse to recog
nize in M. Ju liu s  Kohn anything higher than a “ figment- 
a d e p t” and, you are, according to J .  K., “ an accomplished 
master magician.”

Aud now to the  truthfulness and reliability of his criti
cisms upon Isis. “ In  Paracelsus,” he says,” “ as in all other 
Kabalists, the  letter is for the uninitiated, the  spirit for 
the  initiated. The viediceral adepts were, by ihe aye, they 
lived in, compelled, to hide their knowledge f r o m  ihe church.” 
(W hat wondrous news. The first levelation of a t ru th  
which every school-boy knows). “ They used, therefore, a 
veiled language, and physical symbols stood for purely 
spiritual things. The author of Isis  seems to have over
looked this,” adds our learned adversary. AVell, the 
“ author of Isis” did nothing of the  kind, however. O u tl ie  
other hand, the  author of “ The Adeptship  of Jesus Christ” 
must have never done more than skip Isis, if lie overlooked 
th e  fact tha t  both its volumes are full of references and 
explanations as to the “ veiled language” of the  Kabalists, 
Christian as well as Pagan— the former' dreading to 
divulge their meaning on account of the persecution of the 
Church, the  la tter  owing to the terror of the  “ initiation 
Oftth” pronounced during the “ mysteries.'” T h a t  J .  K. only 
pretends to have overlooked the  fact is still more likely. 
However it  may be, the whole work is an exposition of tha t  
which the London “ adept” trios to teach, but makes a sad 
mess of. Nor was the  author of Isis, ever unaware of 
the  well-known fact, tha t  most (not all) of the physical 
symbols stand “ for purely spiritual things.” W hoever 
has read Isis  will see how reliable are J .  K .’s criticisms.

“ Elemental” spirits, goes on to pa.rrorize the critic “ are 
not creatures evolved in earth, air, fire or water. There 
are uo doubt spirits who prefer to dwell in one of the  said 
elements, bid they are human ( ! )  Tlie method ordinarily 
resorted to for entering into communication with Elenient- 
nls by offering them some favorite food, .shows th a t  they 
are simply not very advanced hum an spirits.” The last 
argument is charmingly logical, and worthy of the 
“literary calibre” of a great “ adept.” J u s t  as if only 
h um an  beings ate food, and men and the ir  spirits alone 
could be offered “ some favorite food'’ ! Tho Elementals 
are  all “ hum an” he maintains. And what are the “ She- 
d im ” o fh is  Jewish Kabalists ? W hat of Robert F ludd—

* TUo dfceipk of tt foyi-E i).  Tuus.

the grand master of the mediaeval “ F ire” philosophers, who 
were the greatest Kabalists living— who says tha t as there 
are an infinity of visible human creatures, so there is au 
endless variety of non-human beings among the spirits of 
the  elements ? ’ , And what of the endless variety of the 
“ Demons” of Proelus, Porphyry, lamblichus, and of the 
“ N a tu re  Spirits ?”... Verily, it  requires a very small 
am ount of intelligence in a critic to write— “ le t  ' The 
Church,’ so-called, go to the Devil of her own creation.”* 
or again— “ Theosophy is Diabolosophy...which gets but 
the Sophistries of His Satanic Majesty” ; but it  requires 
a good deal of wisdom which cannot be imparted by any 
“ H ierophant” to understand true  Theosophy. I t  is as easy 
for a cabman as for M. Kohn, to u t te r  words of abuse ; 
and the former is as free to point out the Royal Socicty as 
a gin-shop, adding th a t  all its Fellows assemble there but 
to get drunk with liquor, as to the adept to call Theosophy 
“ Diabolosophy.” Both can do so with perlect impunity. 
For, no moie than  the  said cabman will ever get admitted 
within the  sacred precincts of learning, can a man using 
such a language hope of ever entering within the circle of 
true  theosophy, or— “ confront the Red Elixir.”

The real gist, the pith  of the  stuff of which all J'. K .’s 
articles are made up is explained by the following:— 
Notw ithstanding all his self-glorification of “ adeptship” 
neither the “ a d e p t ” nor even his “ h c i ro p h a n t” whom 
we know b e tte r  than both may imagine, wotdd be able 
to produce the slightest phenomenon at v i l l  • even of 
th a t  kind which incipient mediums and sensitive children 
often produce, say raps upon the table without contact. 
Hence his diatribes against the phenomena described in 
the  Occult World ; his bombastic and long-winded prattle 
about th e  powers of adeptship being ‘'only  jmrely spirit
ual.” I t  i.s so easy and it  offers such secure ground to 
assume “ pow ers” which have to remain, on the said prin
ciple, for ever theoretical. But it  becomes rather more 
dangerous for h im  to declare th a t  “when Koot Hoomi 
is alleged to say repeatedly: “ 'The adept, is the rare
efflorescence of a generation of enquirers,’ he ventilates 
this idea purely to bring recruits to the Theosophical 
Society.”

I t  is dangerous, we say, for besides being a glaring 
falsehood and a calumny, the disciples of Koot Hoomi 
m ight easily re tort  to M. Ju lius  Kohn and ask :  And
what may be the secret meaning of this sentence of yours 
which directly follows the preceding ? “ AVhoover attem pts 
to arrive a t  Divine power b y  diabolic 'Means labours in a 
most deplorable delusion.” “ Aniesthetics and drugs 
should never Le experimented with. Also with the prac
tice of organic mesmerism must be united great care not 
to abuse the power, combined with an uncompromisingly 
pure life.”

I f  the  “ adept ” refuses to inform the readers of the 
real occult meaning of the above, we will. Combined with 
other, very frequent allusions in his verbose articles— we 
may ju s t  call them sub rosa advertisements— it is meant 
to call the  a tten tion  of the  reader to certain wonderful 
books on mesmerism, in close relation with professional 
“ classes of m ag n e t ism ” and 8 arid 1 guinea the course. 
The said occult meaning is simply “ to bring recruits ” 
within the fold of the happy lnagneto-Kabalistic trimn-rti• 
th a t  triad we mean, well-known to the Theosophists in 
London, which under three different names represents iu 
reality bu t  two, if not one, and ought to bear in any case 
the name of the  “ H ie ro p h a n t” though it  does sail under

* J .  K ’s .  a r t ic le  “  T h e  A d e p t s h i p  of  J e s u s  C h r i s t ” iu  M e d i u m  
a n d  D a y b r e a k ,  S e p t e m b e r  2, 1881, p. uOG.

_ t  t 'u c h  a d v e r t i s e m e n t s ,  fo r  in s tanc e ,  a s  t h i s  on e  \vu f ind in s e r te d  
in  liis a r t i c l e  “  u p o n  tlie A d e p ts l i ip  of  J e s u s  C h r i s t . ” “ T h e  fo l low 
in g  e x t r a c t s  f rom  t h e  t h i r d  ed i t io n  o f  Miss C l ian d o s  Le igh  H u n t ’a  
e x c e l le n t  a n d  m o s t  v a lu a b le  ‘ P r iv a te  I n s t r u c t i o n s  on° O rg a n ic  
M a g n e t i s m , ’ wil l  g iv e  a se ientil ic  d e s c r ip t io n  o f  t h e  S o u l -P ow or  
a n d  t h e  m e a n s  to  a t t a in  t h e r e to  .-'’— Follow s th e  “ sc ien tii ie  d e s c rm r  
t i o n ” in  w h ich  J e s u s  C h r i s t  i.s h o n o u re d  w i th  th e  t i i l e o f  " l i e d  
m a g ic i a n . ' ’ F u r t h e r  on ,  J .  lv. r eco m m en d s  once m o re  “ tho  ,\c<ji;i.si- 
t i o n  OK THE INVAJ.UAHI.E w o u k  j u s t  q u o te d ,  w h i t e  th o s e  w h o  W-C b ij 
to r a  i t y  fa v o - u r r d .  s h o u  d  n o t  f a i ’ to  g e t  i>eh>-onai. i n s t r u c t i o n . ” 
N o "  th i s  we call  s e a rc h in g  u--x " r e m i t e ” w i th  an  u n p n ra l le ls i i
s e a l - t o ,  1 Bjjua.



a triple compound name wliicli is no longer its own. Wc 
are sorry to say, even so much, of persons with whom we 
are not in tho least concerned. B u t  we sincerely th ink  it
a kindness to Mr. W ........ the  “Hierophant,,” as wo are told,
is a man of sense and learning, th a t  his pupil is sorely com
promising him. L e t  him, then, use his occult powers to 
force upon his too indiscreet disciple— (a) th a t  he who 
lives in a glass-house ought never to throw stones a t  tha t  
of his ne ighbour; and lb) th a t  he should not exhibit his 
ignorance in such a flagrant manner, by speaking of the 
doctrines of G autam a Buddha, as if he knew, or could 
know  anything of H js  csotcric doctrines! Hear him ja b 
bering about Sakya-Muni, and dogmatizing righ t and left 
in the following strain :— “ W hatever the  sapient critics 
and book-makers do not understand, they label with a 
false name and th ink  th a t  thereby they have explained it.” 
J u s t  i l .  J .  lvohn’s position, who pretends to explain all 
tha t  he knows nothing about. “ I f  the  books o f l ’hilo and 
John are productions of Neo-Platonists, then, the  teach
ings of Gautam a Buddha, which contain the same doctrine, 
only in other wording, m ust also be Neo-Platonism.” 
(The Adeptship o f  Jesus Christ.)

So immeasurably arrogant and vain of his supposed 
learning is M. J .  Kohn that lie actually insinuates in the 
above his thorough knowledge of the  secret, meaning of the 
doctrines taugh t by Gautam a Buddha I Wc advise him to 
limit his ravilations to the Jewish Kabala, as his superficial 
comprehension of it may yet throw, with an appearance 
of some reason, glamour in the eyes of the too confiding 
reader innocent of any groat proficiency in the Kabalistic 
lore. But will he have the additional effrontery of m ain
taining or even of insinuating th a t  lie understands better 
the  Buddhistic “ I lahat ” doctrine than  tho most learned 
Buddhist priests, of whom we have such a num ber among 
the Fellows of the Thcosophical Socicty a t  Ceylon, Burmali 
and Tibet I W e would not wonder. Tho too Kabalistic 
“ J. K.” winds up the article under review with the 
following W 'o r d s  of wisdom :

“ The errors here set forth appear in tho toxt-books of 
the  Theosophists. I f  1 have said hard things of the 
Theosophical Society, I  m ean the Society cxchisire o f  the 
Western members who I  believe are all  I n t e l l i g e n t  and 

AMIABEK individuals  as such 1 esteem them, bu t not as 
Theosophists......... ”

How occult and pompous, yet how transparen tly  clear. 
Let i l .  Ju l ius  Kohn give up, however, th e  sweet illusion 
th a t  lie, or any adept of his sort, is capable of saying 
“ hard th in g s” whether of the Theosophical Society or of 
its members. He has ventilated quite  a  num ber  of " i m 
pertinent ” things, bu t this affords ra ther  .merriment than 
inflicts pain upon those who know how far ho deserves 
the sell-imposed title  of “ adeptship.” By “ the  Society, 
exdusire o f  the Western m em bers” ho means the Paren t 
Society,now in India, of course; and, he is kind enough 
to believe our “ W estern m em bers.. . in te lligent, aud am i
able individuals”— (read enthusiastic bu t  amiable fools)-- 
nnd thus closes his denunciatory article with ano ther  un
truth. For, we happen also to know, how his “ dreams” 
and occasional “ glimpses of th in g s ” bring him to see 
intuitively through the fallacies of such writers a s ” one 
of the most prominent of the  British Theosophists, who 
will remain unnamed. And, wc are also aware of the  
contempt with wliich lie speaks of many of these “ intelli
gen t and amiable individuals.” I f  he flatters them in his 
article a t all, it  is because these individuals, living in 
London and some of them  receiving him a t  the ir  houses, 
he has sense enough to avoid irrita ting them  too un
necessarily. A t  tho same t ime the “ E astern” Thcosophists 
arc far away in India, and, as he thinks, can know nothing 
of him, his “ spiritual dreams” having failed to reveal him 
tha t  they did know something— M. J .  K ohu’s “ adept
ship ” as will be seen, excluding neither  cunning, nor yet 
an eye to business.

Nevertheless, we owe him a deb t  of gratitude, for 
enlightening us as to the various colours of the many 
various kinds of magicians. “ The W hite  Magician,” he 
writes, quoting enthusiastically from a  “ gifted Lady

m agnetist’s” work (the legitimate wife, we are told, of his 
“ H ierophant-In itia tor,” though we never heard yet of a 
jiruct'isuiy H ierophant Magician who was nunried)-—“ the 
white Magician is a high lorm ot Adeptship, and lew there 
are who reach i t ;  tower still who become l \ad  Magicians. 
The difference between the. former and the la tter  j s ,  tha t 
the senses and the  world possess certain temptations for 
the While Magician, which he sees and feels though he 
conquers. Bui nothing can tem pt the l ied  Magician to evil 
any more than  Uod can be tempted. The passive While
Ma gician is to be founil in the J.vetirjieuse” (Z !! nuns? ) ........
and “ Black Magic is (in part) the a r t  ot applying the 
science ol i.Lagnetism to the obtaining ol worldly riches, and 
to the influencing ol jjersons to obey your W ill, with results 
injurious to themselves, l l n s  part ol the art 1 do not teach.”

We should say not. Even in this our century of scepti
cism it would not bo quite sate to advertise “ classes” for 
imparling the bla ck ,  Art. However, although modestly 
withholding from his reade rs  knowledge his own par t i
cular shade, we suggest the hypothesis of a colour that 
might be correctly term ed— “ chameleonic.” His publish
ed iucubratioins warranting1, anil his alleged abstinenceO' O
from wine’  forbidding us to accejjt the theory offered by 
one of our I r e n c h  Occultists who, writing a b o u t ‘"J. K.” 
says of h im — “ Lc miujtcuin eat yris,” we can find no 
better  nuance for him than  tho indefinite irredesccnce of 
the chamelion, th a t  jn e t ty  animal lcllectmg every colour 
it  approaches.

And now' to close. The Theosophists “ exclusive of the 
Western members” hope, th a t  their learned critic will 
henceforth diiect his sole attention to the grand revelation 
he gives the world upon the “ Adeptship ot Jesus Christ ” 
— the l ied  Magician, and leave the Theosophists—■ 
W estern anu Easte rn— strictly alone. For, although the 
.amount of incomprehensible metaphysical twaddle and 
quite unlnslorical s ta tem ents  •)• contained in it, almost 
jneclude the  possibility of anything like an elaborate 
criticism upon i t— yet they might find a word or 
two to say oil the  advtrtisunj portions of the mystical 
paper. Having, as mentioned elsewhere, in his powerful 
Kabalistic jiliraseology, sent the Chiistian “ Church to 
the Devil” and 'Ibeosoplnsts along with it, let M. Julius 
K ohn rest on his laurels, as it  behooves a Christian 
Kabalist-—the la t te r  appellation being applied to him, 
on the  authority  of fiis owu words. “ Whenever 
dem anded” lie writes (^jiiritiialist , Septem ber !J) “ whe
ther  1 know a special process whereby to acquire magic 
power, whereto my reply ever is ‘ beyond the  Christ-life 
there is n o th in g . . . ’ ”— this particular “ Christ-life” nota 
bene to be studied according to his, M. J .  Kolin’s in te r
pretations, never as taugh t by “ the Devil’s Official Church” 
(sic) as he elegantly pu ts  it. We are, however, glad to 
learn from tiie above th a t  this promising mystic is a con
vert to Christ, as th a t  news is calculated to save his 
“ adeptshij) of Jesus  Uhrist” from more than one scathing 
criticism. For, viewing the  production with a thoroughly 
unbiassed eye, who should, or could ever know more about 
the  “ magical powers” of' Christ than the direct liileal 
descendant ot those who insulted Jesus  in . Jerusa lem ' by 
saying ; “ l i e  casteth out devils through the prince of the 
devils ?” '

* I t  i.s not enough for a  “ hierophant ” or au “ adep t” to abstain 
from wine and liquor ; h e  m m t  a v o i d  l e a d i n g  o th e r s  i n t o  t e m p t a t i o n ,  
if lie cares to deserve the glorious name. We would then .put,the 
following question to those, who, denying our Eastern Brotherhood 
accept as “ hierophants '’ and “ adepts ” peisons having 110 r igh t to 
the appellation : what nmn acquainted but with the A. 13. 0 .  of 
Occult sciences would dare inaintaiji th a t  even a simple pupil—let 
alone au adept in Occultism—would, while pursuing the d i v i n e  
science at the same time obtain a n d  h o l d  a  p a t e n t  f o r  th e  i n v e n t i o n  
o f  a  d i s t i l l i n g  a p p a r a t u s  f o r  th e  m a n u f a c t u r e  o f  a n  im p r o v e d  w h i s k y  ! !  
Imagine a modern Paracelsus or Jaenb Coeuie, proprietor of a dram 
shop and erecting distilleries iu London and Ireland ! T r u l y 1 our 
age i i  an A g e  o k  I j K a s s . — E d .  ' 1 ' h k o s .

f  For instance, when he writes :—-“And, down to th o :present 
time, ollicial priests take fermented wine—which is au impure 
intoxicant, aud from which Jesus abstained all his life,”— what is it 
but an arbitrary, foolish statement, founded ou 110 .authority,' tliat 
the author could point out, except his own lucubrations ? £d . Theos <
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