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T H E R E  I S  N O  R E L I G I O N  H I G H E R  T H A N  T R U T H .

[ F a m i ly  m o tto  o f  th e  M a h a r a ja h s  o f  B e n a re s .]

T H E  T E E O S O F E I C A L  S O C I E T Y *

ONE of this most interesting’, if not one of the most unexpected, 
phenomena of our days, is the attempt now being made to 

establish and constitute in the world a new Society based on the 
same foundations as Buddhism. Although only in its beginnings, 
its growth is so rapid that our readers will be glad to have their 
attention called to this matter.

It is still in somo sort in the missionary stage, and its propaga
tion is being accomplished without noise and without violence. 
It has not even a definite name; its members are grouped under tho 
Oriental names placed at the head of their publications : Isis, Lotus, 
Sphinx, Lucifer. The common name which prevails among them 
for the moment is that of the Theosophical Society.

This Society is very y o u n g ; yet it already has a history. It was 
founded in 1875 at New York by a very small group of persons 
disquieted by the rapid decadence of moral ideas in the present age.

* TranRlated from  th e  R e v u e  d e s  D e u x  M o n d e s , (Paris) Ju ly  1888. This is tho  
concluding p a r t of a  long a rtic le  on “ The Influence of Buddhism  in th e  W est.”  
Tho w riter, M. E. B urnouf, is a  scholar of g rea t erudition and influence, nnd 
H onorary  D irector of tho E c o le  d ’A t h tn e s .  H e lias compiled a S an sk rit D ictionary, 
tran sla ted  tho  Bhagavad G ita, and  w ritten  m any im p o rtan t w orks, am ong 
which m ay be m entioned T h c  H is to r y  o f  G reek  L i te r a t u r e , T h e  S c ie n c e  o f  R e l ig io n s , 
and  L ife  a n d  T h o u g h t .  Ho ia th e  son of the  g rea t M. Burnouf, who m ay be Raid 
to  have in troduced  th e  s tu d y  of S an sk rit to th e  W estern  w orld. The R e v u e  d e s  
D e u x  Monde.Sy from  w hich wo e x trac t th is critic ism , is perhaps tho m ost influen
tia l of tho E uropean review s, and is said to have a  la rg e r  circulation than  any o th er 
publication  of its  k ind  in th e  w orld. Our readers w ill no doubt notice some m inor 
m istakes in th e  critic ism , show ing th a t tho au th o r’s acquain tance w ith tho deta ils  of 
th e  Society’s w ork and  teach in g  is im p e rfe c t; b u t th c  appearance of such an artic le  
by such a  m an and  in such a  m agazine undoubted ly  shows th a t the  Theosophical 
Society has a lready  a tta in ed  a  position in the  w orld of W estern th o u g h t which ita 
m ost a rd en t supporters could hardly  yo t have cxpcctcd, considering tho tremendoiin 
forces against which it lias to s trugg le .
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