
<( exhn nstcd,** ns W es te rn  w r i t e r s  p u t  ifc. H o w  is t h i s  a c c o m p l i s h e d ?  
I f  fche Jaw of K  i n n a  be fche law  of c a u s e  a n d  effect,  how  c a n  w c e x p e c t  to  
a r r iv e  a t  a  c a u s e  afc th e  en d  of t h e  k a r m i c  rope  w h ic h  w il l  n o t  p r o d u c e  
a n  effect ? T h e  facfc is thafc t h e  effect d i s a p p e a r s  f ro m  o ne  p l a n e  a n d  
a p p e a r s  in  a n o th e r ,  b e y o n d  o u r  v i s i o n ; j u s t  as we c a n n o t  see t h e  v a p o u r
t h a t  r ise s  as  t h e  r a in  d r ie s  a w a y  f r o m  th e  g r o u n d .  K a r m a  h a s  f o r
Vehicle t h e  a s t r a l  b o d y  o r  L in g a d e h a ,  a n d  ifc is o n ly  w h e n  t h a t  is d i s 
so lved  t h a t  a  m a n ’s K a r m a  ceases to  effbct h im .  I t  is on ly  “  t h e  a b so lv e d  
a s c e t ic ”  w h o  g e t s  r i d  of  h is  L i n g a d e h a  ; b u t  th e  e te rn a l  law  o f  c a u s e  a n d  
effect,  a n d  also th o  law  of t h e  “  c o n s e rv a t io n  of  e n e r g y , ” — b o th  o f  w h ic h  
n re  re co g n ize d  to the f  id lest extent by t h e  O c c u l t i s t ,— d e m a n d  thafc L a v in g 1 
n o  lo n g e r  t h e  L in g a d e h a  fo r  i t s  veh ic le ,  i t  s h o u ld  r e -a p p e a r  in  t h e  f o rm  
of  so m e  o t h e r  fo rce  o r  p o ten cy  o r  in f lu en ce ,  in  a  p l a n e  w h e r o  w e  cannofc 
fo l lo w  ifc, a n y  m o r e  t h a n  w e  c a n  fo l lo w  a n  a b so lv e d  a sc e t ic  in fo  t l ie
a r n p a  w o r ld .  L e t  A l e x a n d e r  l i s te n  to  a  p a s sa g e  on  t h e  su b j e c t  in  t h e
“  S h r i  Y a k y a  S-udha,” t r a n s l a t e d  by  P r o f e s s o r  M a n i la l  N a b h u b h a i  I>vi-  
v o d i , a n d  p e r h a p s  h is  s o m e w h a t  f l ip p a n t  id eas  m ay  be  m od if ied  ; i t  r e la te s  
to  t h e  m a n n e r  o f  g e t t i n g  f ree  f r o m  th e  b o n d s  of K a r m a ; bufc w o  m u s t  
r e m e m b e r  t h a t  t h e  h ig h e s t  a d e p t s  h a v o  t h e i r  p ro p e r  K a r m a ,  so h a v e  t h e  
w or lds ,  a n d  e v e n  t h e  w h o le  “ c r e a t i o n s ”  t h a t  su c ceed ,  a n d  i n h e r i t  f r o m  
c a c h  o t h e r  t h r o u g h  a l l  e t e r n i ty  ; t h e r e f o r e  to  g e t  f ree  f ro m  K a r m a  c a u  
m e a n  a t  m o s t  f o r  us,  to  g e t  r i d  of t h e  K a r m a  of h u m a n  b e i n g s :—

“  T h e  id e n t i f ic a t io n  of  t h e  p h e n o m e n a l  a s  well  a s  t h o  n o u m e n a l  w i t h  
t h e  o n e  e t e r n a l  u n c h a n g e a b l e  B r a h m a  b e in g  r e a l iz e d ,  th o  k n o t  (of t h o  
u n r e a l  id en t i f ic a t io n  of  A h a n k a r a  w i t h  A t m a n )  of th e  h e a r t  is  a t  o n c e  
s p l i t  o pen  ; a ll  d o u b t s  v a n i s h  in  a  m i n u t e  ; a n d  a ll  K a r m a  (Sanchita* .  
P r a r a b d h a ,  a n d  K r i y a m a n a )  is  d e s t r o y e d  in  t h e  v e ry  b u d .*  [ K a r m a  does  
n o t  a ffect  th e  a b so lv e d  asce t ic .  P r a r a b d h a  o r  t h a t  p a r t  of S a n c h i t a ,  o f  
w h i c h  t h i s  l i fe  i s  a n  e v o lu te ,  r u n s  i t s  c o u r s e  a n d  e n d s  w i t h  t h i s  l i f e ;  
K r i y a m a n a ,  o r  thafc w h ic h  i s  b e in g  d o n e  afc p r e s e n t  i n  o b e d ie n c e  t o  
P r a r a b d h a ,  h a s  n o  s t a b i l i t y  i n a s m u c h  as  i ts  s t o r e h o u s e  is d e s t r o y e d  
b y  th e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of t b e  L i n g a d e h a  ; a n d  S a n c h i t a  (o r  t h a t  p o r t i o n  of* 
p a s t  K a r m a  w h i c h  h a s  n o t  y e t  b o rn e  f r u i t ,  p lu s  t h e  r e s u l t s  of  p r e s e n t  
K a r m a  w h ic h  a r e  to  b e a r  t h e i r  f r u i t )  a lso  h a s  no  ro o m  f o r  i t s  o p e r a t i o n ; 
f o r  t h e  L in g a d e h a ,  t h r o u g h  w h ic h  a l l  i t s  f u t u r e  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  o n  tho- 
p l a t f o r m  of o u r  p h y s i c a l  f r a m e  b e co m e  poss ib le ,  h a s  no  e x i s te n c e .” ]

T h e r e  is  n o t h i n g  in  t h i s  p a s s a g e  su ff ic ien tly  e x p l i c i t  o r  authorifcativcv 
to  w a r r a n t  a n y o n e  b u i l d i n g  a  p h i lo s o p h y  of K a r m a  u p o n  ifc, b u t  i t  is  a* 
b r i c k  w i t h  w h ic h  to b u i ld ,  w h e n  a  h e a p  o f  o t h e r  s i m i l a r  b r i c k s  h a v e  
b e e n  c o l le c ted ,  e x a m i n e d ,  a n d  s o r t e d  o u t .— Ed.~]

# This. S liru ti is tak en  fro m  th e  M a n d u k a  Upanishad*-
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f W r e s s  a t  A llahabad . Two m ost serious changes w eie m ade in  
Congiess. a t  a h , re .oriranization oE the adm inistra tive
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P res id en t-!  o im der as th f  axle, of th is w heel of many spokes under



th e  car of P rog ress. Upon a careful read ing  of the  R evised Code of 
B uies i t  w ill be  seen th a t the  G eneral Council has m erely been div i
ded  up  in to  sections, or groups, w hich a re  to act, each in its special 
te rr ito r ia l division, as the  overseers, d irectors and  leg isla to rs of th e  
T heosophical m ovem ent, and  of the  te rrito ria l B ranches of w hich 
th e  m em bers of th e  Council are  respectively  P residen ts . F o r 
exam ple, th e  P resid en ts  of th e  B ranches in th e  M adras P residency , 
o r Bombay, o r B engal, or of are In d ia  m ay be grouped  to g e th e r 
and  form ed in to  th e  Council of th e  M adras, Bombay, B engal or 
In d ian  Section, as th e  case m ay b e ; ju s t as the  P resid en ts  of 
B ranches in  A m erica, and  those of the  B ranches in the  U n ited  
K ingdom , have already  organised  in  th e ir  respective countries as 
Councils of th e  A m erican and  B ritish  Sections of the  Theosophical 
Society. A t th e  same tim e, these and  all fu tu re  sections a re  o r will 
b e  in separab ly  u n ited  w ith th e  cen tra l po in t where the  P resid en t- 
F o u n d e r rep resen ts  and  w ields the  executive au th o rity  of th e  
en tire  und iv ided  body know n as th e  Theosophical Society.

A s re g a rd s  th e  change of financial policy, i t  resu lts from  th e  
conviction, based  upon experience as backed by statistics, th a t  i t  is 
th e  safer, m ore dignified and  p rac tica l p lan , to tru s t th e  su p p o rt 
of the  Society to  vo lun tary  contribu tions, ra th e r th an  p re ten d  to 
count upon th e  fru its  of an  invo lun tary  im post which has no t, nor 
ap p aren tly , ever will yield enough to keep the  w ork m oving on. 

'M ore need  no t be added  here, in  view of w hat is said in th e  P resi- 
d en t-F o u n d e r’s A nnual A ddress and  th e  several docum ents th e re 
un to  appended . The only o th e r fea tu re  of any g re a t note is tho  
abandonm ent, a t  th e  instance of th e  M em bers of Council them 
selves, of th e  experim ent of an  E xecu tive  Council clothed w ith  all th e  

' executive functions, and  th e  re tu rn  to  th e  old-established p lan  of 
‘v estin g  all such functions in  th e  P residen t-F ounder.

T he C onvention assem bled a t  N oon on th e  27th D ecem ber, aa 
constitu tionally  provided.

THE PRESIDENT-FOUNDERS ADDRESS.

BR O T H E R S, D elegates of In d ia , Ja p a n , Ceylon, E u rope  an d  
A m erica, I  b id  you h ea rtily  welcome to th e  T h ir te e n th  

A nnual C onvention of the  G eneral Council, an d  declare  th e  Session 
du ly  opened.

T he w ork th a t  w e shall have befo re  us, you w ill find ex trem ely  
im portan t, an d  dem and ing  y our m ost carefu l consideration . I  re ly  
upon  your com ing to  conclusions respec ting  it, w ith  a sing le  eye 
to  tlie  param o u n t in te rests  of th e  Society and  the  m ovem ent as a  
w hole, reg ard less  of sectional o r personal p rejudices an d  p re d i
lections. F o r  m y p a rt, I  w ish m y existence an d  personality  to  
m erge  in to  th e  m ovem ent, an d  to  do, and  to have done, th a t  w hich 
is  fo r its  g re a te s t good. A nd  th is  b rin g s  mo to the  v ita l 
questions w h e th e r I  am th e  b e s t m an available for th e  office 
of * P re s id en t, a n d  w hether I  should  be le ft th e  w idest d iscretion , 
w ith  p ro p o rtio n a te  responsibility , o r b e  p a r t  of an  executive 
adm in is tra tio n , in  w hich I  should  have b u t one vote, w ith  
* ' ta s tin g  ro te  in  caee of a  tie  in  tho Council. A b you

know , my pow ers w ere practically  unrestric ted  from  th® 
beg inn ing , in 1875, to th e  y ear 1885, w hen the Executive Coun
cil w as form ed, w ith  my consent, and  w ith  the  declared object of 
te s tin g  prac tica lly  th e  schem e of jo in t responsibility  which h ad  
been  u rg ed  upon me by  certa in  E uropean colleagues, then  resi
d e n t a t H ead -q u arters . M y repeated  public declarations— n o t
ab ly  m y A nnual A ddress before the D ecennial Convention, when I  
s trong ly  urged , to no purpose, tho acceptance of my official resig 
nation  and the  choice of a  successor— will p repare  you for the  s ta te 
m en t th a t I  have loyally tried  to  remove every hindrance in th e  
w ay of th e  schem e in question. I t  is fo r you who m ost closely 
occupy yourselves w ith our Society’s affairs to say w hether th e  
change  was an im provem ent or not. I  th in k  it was not. I  have 
n o t been relieved of the  sm allest portion of m y sense of responsi
b ility  for our business affairs, everth ing  of g rave  m om ent has been 
le ft to my discretion, tho w ork has gone on exactly  as before, thero  
h as  been  no notable b e tte rin g  of our prospects or unprecedented  
q u ick en in g  of the  m ovem ent, th e  expenses have been about as 
g re a t  as ever w ithou t any  increase of revenue outside thafc 
traceab le  to  m y own personal exertions ; and  all th is tim e I  have 
been  oppressed w ith  the  feeling  th a t we w ere giv ing trouble to th e  
h onorab le  gentlem en of th e  E xecutive Council, which m ight be 
avoided  u n d er the  old theo ry  of P resid en tia l responsibility . P e r
h ap s I  should  have allow ed th in g s to go on as they  w ere for a  
w hile longer, b u t th e  D elegates of th e  A m erican and  B ritish  
Sections b ro u g h t up th e  subject in a  recen t Session of Council, 
an d  ifc is now im peratively  necessary  th a t i t  should be settled  for 
good an d  all, one w ay o r th e  o ther. I  m ean th a t i t  shall. M y 
offer to re tire  was re jec ted  by  unanim ous vote by  th e  Convention 
o f 1885, and  I  was to ld  I  m ust serve th e  Society d u ring  m y life, 
I  y ielded  my own inclinations to th e  sense of duty; and  th e  tim e has 
com e w hen I  should say, m ost d istinctly  an d  unequivocally, thafc 
since I  am to stay  and  be responsible for th e  progress of the  work, 
I  shall no t consent to any  p lan  or scheme which h inders me in the 
perfo rm ance of m y official du ty . T hat d u ty  is, first, to th e  unseen 
y e t  rea l personages, personally  know n and  b u t recen tly  seen b y  
m e and  ta lk ed  w ith, who ta u g h t me the  w ay of know ledge and  
show ed me w here m y w ork lay w aiting  a  w illing w orker ; nex t, 
to  m y  colleague, friend , sister and  teacher who, w ith m yself an d  a  
few  o thers, founded  th is  Society, and  has given h e r services to ifc 
th ese  p a s t th irte en  years, w ithout fee or hope of re w a rd ; 
an d , th ird ly , to  m y thousands of o ther associates in  all p a rts  
of th e  world, who aro coun ting  upon m y steadfastness and  
p rac tica l m anagem ent fo r keep ing  the Society m oving forw ard 
in  its  chosen line of usefulness. The p ractical p a r t  of its business 
is m y special d e p a r tm e n t: I  form  and keep alive tho body which 
contains tho indw elling  sp irit called Theosophy. I  have never 
in te rfe red  w ith th e  esoteric or m etaphysical p a rt, nor set myself 
u p  as a com petent teacher. T h a t is M adam e B lavatsky’s spec ia lty ; 
a n d  th e  b e tte r  to  enuncia te  thafc idea. I  have jusfc issued a ^ O rd e r  in  
Council, in  London, c rea tin g  an Esoteric Section under her solo 
d irection , as a body, or g roup , entirely  separate  and distinct from



tlie  Society proper, and involving th e  la tte r  in no responsibilities 
tow ards those who m ight choose to enrol them selves in  h e r lis t of 
adheren ts. W ith  our forces united , each doing th e  w ork m ost 
congenial and a ttrac tive , we two have, u n d er the  favor, o r ra th e r  
th e  benevolent sym pathy, of our T eachers, b u ilt up th is  Society, 
Created the first nucleus of its  lite ra tu re , g iven the first im pulse 
to  the now w orld -in teresting  movem ent, w liich has ra llied  thousands 
of sym pathizers around our initial nucleus, revived H induism  in 
Ind ia , rean im ated  B uddhism  in Ceylon, m ade th e  princip les of 
A siatic Philosophy and  th e  nam es of th e  Sages know n in  d is tan t 
lands, estab lished  m any relig ious schools and  journals in  A siatic 
countries, and  several h igh-class M agazines in  Europe, A m erica and  
A ustralasia , palpably  affected th e  views of th e  lead ing  S p iritua lists , 
an d  proved the  unity  of tru e  Religion w ith  tru e  Science. A m i not speak
in g  w ith in  th e  tru th  ? H ave not all these resu lts been accom plished 
already  ? C ertain ly , none can doubt it. W ell, then , th is is m y d e te r
m ination :— to be obedient and  loyal to  th e  T eacher we two p e r
sonally know, and  loyal*and staunch  to th e  colleague you and  I , an d  
a ll of us know, and  a few of us app rec ia te  a t  her tru e  w orth . T his 
is  m y last word on th a t s u b je c t; b u t in  say ing  it  I  do n o t m ean to  
im ply th a t I  shall no t freely use ray own judgm en t, independen tly  of 
M adam e B lavatsky ’s, in every case calling  for my personal action, 
n o r th a t I  shall no t be ever m ost w illing  an d  anxious to receive 
a n d  profit by  the  counsel of every tru e  person  who has a t h e a r t  th e  
in te rests  of th e  Society. I  cannot p lease a l l : it  is folly to t r y ; th e  
wise m an does h is d u ty  as he can see i t  before him .

C ertain  sub jec ts inv ite  your a tten tio n , am ong them  th e  co n stitu 
tio n  of the  G eneral Council and  the  C o n v en tio n : of th e  E xecu tive  
Council, m ention has been m ade above. A s I  p a rtly  exp lained  in  
m y A nnual A ddress of 1885, th e  o rig inal g roup  of 1875 wrhich  took 
to  itse lf th e  nam e Theosophical Society, h ad  th e  usual executive 
officers and  a  Council. Before th e  rem oval of H ead -q u a rte rs  to  
In d ia  in  1878-79, th e  follow ing reso lu tion  of Council was adop ted , 
nem  con., on th e  27th of A u g u st 1878 :

 ̂ “  R e so lv e d  t h a t ,  in  c a s e  t h e  H e a d - q u a r te r s  o f  t l ie  S o c ie ty  s h a l l  b e  a t  a n y  
t im e  e s ta b l is h e d  in  a  f o re ig n  c o u n t r y ,  th e  P r e s id e n t  * * * * * *  s h a ll  h a v e  fu l l  
p o w e r  a n d  d is c re t io n  to  m a k e  s u c h  ru le s  a n d  r e g u la t io n s ,  a n d  do  s u c h  t h in g s  
as h e  m a y  c o n s id e r  n e c e s s a ry  f o r  th e  w e lf a r e  o f  t h e  S o c ie ty  a n d  th e  a c c o m 
p l is h m e n t  o f t h e  o b je c ts  w h ic h  i t  r e p re s e n ts .  A ll  B y -la w s  in c o n s is te n t  w i th  
t h e  a b o v e  a re  h e r e b y  re p e a le d .” [C o u n c il  M in u te  B o o k , p . 42].

U n d er th is a u th o rity  I  form ed B ranches in In d ia  an d  Ceylon and , 
in  N ovem ber 1882, a t  Bom bay, called a  C onvention of B ran ch  
P re s id e n ts  and  o th er Fellow s, an d  a  Code of R ules su itab le  fo r a  
society com prising m any sca tte red  g roups, o r B ranches, w as 
ad o p ted . T he N ew  Y ork  nucleus h a d  now, you see, expanded  b e 
yond  its local bounds ; the  P re s id en t and  C orresponding  S ecre ta ry  
co n stitu tin g  th e  ra lly in g  nucleus an d  F o u n d ers  of th e  en la rg ed  
organ iza tion . T he pow ers of th e  G enera l Council w ere shadow y 
a t  first, no in te rfe ren ce  being  a ttem p ted  w ith  th e  full d iscre tionary  
pow ers of th e  F ounders. The R ules of 1879 p rovide fo r a  
G eneral Council, in  w hich Fellow s in  E aste rn  an d  W este rn  
Countries should  be re 2̂ resented, an d  w hich was to be composed

of the “ P resid en t-F o u n d er, two V ice-Presidents, C orresponding 
S ecre tary , T reasu rer, an d  L ib rarian  of the  P a re n t Society, and as 
m any Councillors as m ay, from  tim e to tim e, be found necessary to 
rep resen t all the d ifferen t p a rts  of th is U niversal B ro therhood.”  
Y et th ere  w ere no B ranches in existence then , save one in London 
and  one in Greece. The P resid en t-F o u n d er appointed th e  m em bers 
of C o u n c il; and  he was declared  to “ have the  d irection  of the  
w hole.”  T he R ules of 1880 reaffirm  those of the previous year, 
defin ing  th e  jo in t g u a rd ian sh ip  of th e  G eneral Council and  
P res id en t over the  w hole S o c ie ty ; and, for th e  first tim e, s ta tin g  
th a t  the  la tte r  “ lias been conventionally  d ivided for adm inistrative 
purposes in to  Local B ran ch es.”  T here  w ere now 11 of them  
u n d e r ch a rte r. F rom  th e  first, they  w ere em powered to adm inister 
th e ir  own dom estic affairs fo r them selves, subject, of course, to 
th e  b ro ad  constitu tional fea tu res  of th e  Society’s own autonom y. 
T here  w as no change u n til th e  C onvention of 1885, w hen th e  
clause was m ade to read  as follows :

“  T h e  w h o le  S o c ie ty  is  u n d e r  t h e  sp e c ia l  c a r e  o f o n e  G e n e ra l  C o u n c il  a n d  
o f  t h e  P re s id e n t ,  i t s  F o u n d e r .  T h e  m e m b e rs  o f th e  G e n e ra l C o u n c il  s h a l l  
a n n u a l ly  b e  e le c te d  b y  th e  C o n v e n tio n , a n d  t h e i r  d u tie s  s h a ll  c o n s is t  in  
a d v is in g  th e  P r e s id e n t - F o u n d e r  in  r e g a r d  to  a l l  m a t te r s  r e f e r r e d  to  th e m  
b y  h im .’*

R ule IY  provided  t h a t :
“ T h e  P r e s id e n t  is th e  c h ie f  e x e c u t iv e  a u t h o r i ty  a n d  official r e p re s e n ta t iv e  

o f t l ie  G e n e ra l  C o u n c il , in  w h o se  n a m e  a n d  b e h a lf  h e  is  e m p o w e re d  to  is s u e  
s p e c ia l  o rd e r s  a n d  P ro v is io n a l  R u le s . ’'

T he change to  th e  p re sen t system  w as made, u n d er certain  
p rom ptings needless to  m ention , in  1886, w hen it  was provided 
t h a t :—

“  A  C o n v e n tio n  o f th e  G e n e ra l  C o u n c il a n d  o f D e le g a te s  f ro m  th e  d if fe re n t  
B r a n c h  S o c ie t ie s  s h a l l  m e e t  a n n u a l ly  in  D e c e m b e r  a t  th o  H e a d - q u a r te r s ,  
A d y a r ,  M a d ra s / 1

T he E xecutive au th o rity  of th e  P resid en t was superseded, and  
R ule  14 was adopted, p rov id ing  th a t.

“  T h e  g e n e ra l  c o n tro l  a n d  a d m in is t r a t io n  o f th e  S o c ie ty  s h a l l  v e s t  in  o ne  
G e n e r a l  C o u n c il .”

T he E xecutive Council, to consist of no t less than  seven m em bers 
of th e  Society resid ing  in  o r n ea r th e  H ead-quarters, was now 
form ed, and  given pow er to  perform  “  all executive functions of 
th e  Society .”  T he P res id en t, C orresponding Secre tary , o ther 
S ecre taries , T reasu re r and  L ib ra rian  to be ex-officio officers of the 
G enera l Council, Convention, and  E xecutive Council. T his order 
w as n o t d is tu rb ed  by th e  Convention of 1887, and  so is operative 
a t  th e  p re sen t tim e.

I  have a t some len g th  traced  th e  grow th of th e  G eneral Council 
an d  C onvention, th a t  you m ay have a  succinct view of th e  evolu
tio n  of th e  parliam en tary  idea. Y ou will observe th a t it  was nofc 
a  g ra d u a l b u t a  sudden “  change of base,” an d  if you will connect 
i t  w ith  th e  adven t of certa in  persons inim ical to  myself, you will 
p robab ly  be n ear th e  tru th . I  fe lt m y s tre n g th  so thoroughly, 
a n d  w as on such a  perfec tly  independen t footing* in the Society, 
th a t  I  w as w illing to  countenance, and even loyally help to m ake, 
th e  experim ent w hich is b ro u g h t today to the  b a r of our judgm ent.



I t  is tho sub jec t of constant rem ark  th a t our In d ian  B ranches aro 
continually  show ing signs of a lte rn a te  ac tiv ity  and  depression : 
o ften  a  B ranch  which had  been am ong th e  m ost no ted  for useful 
w ork , grow s suddenly lifeless, and  perhaps sh rinks down to a  few  
m em bers. N o th ing  is easier to explain . O ur Ind ian  B ranches 
a re  largely, som etim es alm ost exclusively, composed of G overnm ent 
officials, sub ject to tran sfe r from place to place a t  the will of th e ir  
superiors and  the exigencies of the public service. Thus, a Fellow w ho 
was the  h e a r t and  soul of a given B ranch, and  led it easily tow ard  
th e  doing of useful w ork, m ay be tra n sfe rre d  to ano ther s ta tion , 
an d  th e  g roup  w ithout its  head lapses in to  idleness and  rep in ings. 
I f  one listens to  the  doleful com plaints of local Je rem iah s, 
w hether in one coun try  or ano ther, he m ay easily be m ade to th in k  
th e  Society ready  to collapse. To g e t a correct idea of th e  s ta te  
o f the  m ovem ent, a survey of all th e  fields of its  ac tiv ities ia 
requ ired . A nd th e  yearly  sta tistica l com pilations a ttached  to m y 
official addresses aid  in  th is respect.

B u t th e re  is an  elem ent of n a tu ra l selection a t w ork in our 
m em bership, by  w hich the  indifferent, th e  indolent, th e  vain , th e  
selfish, th e  m orally  tim id, the  unsp iritua l, w eed them selves out, 
perhaps tu rn  hostile, and  the staunch  and  tru e  rem ain . To com
prehend  Theosophy in its  several aspects and  relations requ ires a  
superio r m ind ; m oreover, a sp iritually  illum ined and  in tu itive  ono. 
W e m ay ta lk  as we will of being  a Theosophist, b u t in fac t such a 
superio r person is rara avis in  terris. I t  is easy to be sec tarian , or 
m ateria list, or u tilita rian , bu t not so to be a Theosophist. Y e t th e re  
a re  certa in  e lem entary  and  indispensable elem ents of Theosophy 
w hich can  be and  should be p rac tised  by every  m em ber of ou r 
Society, v iz ., clean living, h igh  th in k in g , b rave sp iritua l s triv ing , 
a n d  th e  cu ltivation  of to lerance, eclecticism  an d  altru ism .

A n A m erican jo u rn a l of local rep u te  (The S t. P au l Pioneer 
Press, of A pril 22nd, 1888) says of us :—

“ B u t  i t  lia s  to  b e  re m e m b e re d  t h a t  T h e o s o p h y , a s  su c h , h a s  a  h ig h  a n d  
s e v e re  m o ra l  c o d e  o f i t s  ow n . I t  te a c h e s  t h a t  th e  p o w e r  o f th e  s p i r i tu a l  o v e r  
t h e  m a te r ia l  is  c o n d i t io n e d  u p o n  th e  h ig h e s t  s p i r i t u a l  d e v e lo p m e n t ; t h a t  
to i ls o m e  s tu d y  a n d  th e  m o s t  p a t i e n t  a n d  c o n s is te n t  p r a c t ic e  o f t l ie  v i r tu e s  
a r e  e s s e n t ia l  to  e n t r a n c e  in to  th e  s p h e re  o f o c c u lt is m . I t  is  n o t  a  f a i t h  fo r  
t h e  v u lg a r ,  a n d  is  p e c u l ia r ly  u n s u i te d  to  t h e  q u a c k . A u d i t  h a s , a m o n g  
p eo p le  o f h ig h  in te l l ig e n c e  a n d  n o b le  a im s , i t s  n u m e ro u s  d e v o te e s . I t  is  in  
th i s  l ig h t ,  a s  a  n e w  m o ra l  fo rc e  in  a  so c ia l o r d e r  f ro m  w h ic h  so m e  o f t h e  o ld  
fo rc e s  a r e  d is a p p e a r in g ,  t h a t  i t  b eco m es of p e c u l ia r  in te r e s t .  *  *  *
"We m u s t  a t  l e a s t  g iv e  to  T h e o so p h y  th e  c r e d i t  o f s t a n d in g  n p o n  a  p ia n o  
v e r y  d if fe r e n t  f ro m  t h a t  o f  t h e  o ld  a n d  f a m i l ia r  f r a u d s  u p o n  th e  p u b l ic .  I t  
c o n ta in s  th e  g e r m s  o f  a n  e th ic a l  s y s te m  of a  h ig h  o rd e r .  I t  a t t r a c t s  i n t e l l i 
g e n c e  a n d  v i r tu e .  I t  o p e n s  a  f ie ld  o f s p i r i t u a l  p o s s ib i l i t ie s  w h ic h  m a y  
w e ll  be  s u b je c t  to  c o n s id e ra t io n  a n d  to  s u c h  e x a m in a t io n  a s  c a n  b e  g iv e n  i t ,  
e v e n  th o u g h  i t  b e  p ro v e d  t h a t  w e  c a n  n e v e r  e n t e r  i t  w i th  o u r  f e e t  r e s t i n g  
u p o n  f irm  g r o u n d .”

You m ay havo come to know  th a t  d u rin g  m y recen t to u r to  
E urope I  h ad  th e  honor and  ad v an tag e  of becom ing acq u a in ted  
w ith  th ree  renow ned  O rientalists— P rof. F  M ax M uller, and  M essrs. 
E m il B urnouf an d  Leon de R osny, of P aris . I  h ea rd  w ith  somo 
surprise from  th e  last-nam ed au th o rity  th a t  th e re  a re  now no t less 
th an  12,000 B uddhistically -inclined  F renchm en , who are  in  re a lity

full B uddhists save in namo. I was presented by him with a aniall 
pho tograph  of an Im age of L ord B uddha, wliich was recently  erected 
in  N orm andy I  found these th ree  gentlem en cordially in terested  
in tne  branch of our Society’s work represented  by the  A dyar 
L ib ra ry  and  its learned  D irector, by the Bombay Thoosopliical Publi
ca tio n *  und ot Mr. Tookaram  T atya, and  by tho Publication Office of
« w he°sT  a ."(,1 o thcr of our m agazines. The O rien talists of
the  W est have ne ither patience w ith  our in te rest in th a t esoteric 
in te rp re ta tio n  of the  A siatic  S crip tu res we so prize, nor in our 
belief (or know ledge, in the  case of some of us) in th e  existence of 
bad h u s, Sages and  M ahatm as, endow ed w ith  developed psychic  
powers. / I  hey re g a rd  us as an excellent an d  convenient agency 
or arousing  a  taste  for O rien tal lite ra tu re  and  research , and  to 

th a t e x te n t wish us all success. You will see in  the  following list 
of ou r books and  o th e r publications of tho year, th a t our lite ra ry  
ac tiv ity  has been fu lly  as g re a t as in previous years.

L i s t  o p  P u b l i c a t i o n s  d u r i n g  t h e  t e a r  1888.

1. Secret Doctrine in  2 Vols., by M adam e II. P. B lavatsky
2 Discourses on “ Bhagavadgita , ” by M r. T. Subba Row:
o. liu d dh ist Catechism, in Russian.

Do. in Swedish.
Do. in Canarese.
Do. in H indi.
L)o. in  Bengali.

n ’ r -  t E ng lish  (London E dition).
«.. L ig h t on the P a th , tran s la ted  in to  S ansk rit.

1 0 . The fir s t A sh tak  o f the B ig  Veda Sam hita , w ith  Bhashya.
11. Compendium o f R a ja  Yoga. *
12. A  new E dition  o f Bhagavadgita y in S anskrit.
13. K rishna  Yajurveda, in S ansk rit, D evanagari type
M ' 0  Do- in Do- T elugu, d o .’
15. Secret Sy7nbols o f  the Rosicrucians, by D r. F . H artm ann
lo . Jehoshua ,
17. D ivya  S u r i Charitram, by  A. G ovindacharlu.
18. M agic, W hite and B lack , 3 rd  Edition, by D r. F . II .
10. Reincarnation, by E. D. W alker.
20. Sudhanachatushtaya , by  R. Jag an a th iah .
21. The Morals o f B harat am, by R. S. P and iah .
22. The D estiny o f  M an, by D r. B uck.
23. The M oral Panacea, by  D u rg a  Das Roy.
24. P hysica l Proofs o f  Another L ife , by F . J .  Lippitfc.
25. A n  Introduction to the K abala , by A. D. Ezekiel.*
26. The Desatir, by  D hunjibhoy J .  M ehta.
27. R a ja  Yoga , by M anilal N . Dvivedi.
28. Sayings o f  Grecian Sages, P a r t  I I .
29. F ifteen  useful pam phle ts published b y  th e  Theosophical

P u b lish in g  Co., L d., London.
30. Yoga Philosophy, by  D r. N . C. P au l, tran sla ted  into U rdu  
J l .  Selected portions fro m  the P ractica l Instructions for Student*

e f  Otoultism, tran sla ted  into U rdu .



32. Usool Tims, E tahw .
33. E lix ir  o f L ife , transla ted  iuto U rdu .
34. Ancient Iranian, and Zoroastrism Morals, 2nd Edition.
35. Yoga Vidya and the Ancient Ira n ia n s , in G uzerati.
36. Mesmerism , in G uzerati, by M anilal N . D vivedi.

M agazins.
27. The Buddhist.
38. The Hestia.
39. L .y In itia tio n .

Of course, the g re a t event of th e  y ea r and  the m ost im p o rtan t 
lite ra ry  event in  our history, is the com pletion and publication  of 
M adam e B lava tsky ’s “ Secret D octrine.” I  have had  the oppor
tu n ity  to look over th e  proof-sheets of th e  book, and  can prom ise 
you such a ra re  body of esoteric instruction  and scientific su gges
tion as no o th e r book of like ch a rac te r has supplied in m odern 
tim es.

T he A dyab L ibrary.
The A dyar L ib ra ry  issues of the  y ea r to the  Convention are  

th e  H indi tran sla tio n  of the  “ B uddh ist C a tech ism /’ by B abu M ano- 
h a ra  Lal, F . T . S., and  the  S an sk rit edition of th a t rem arkab le  
m onograph, “  L ig h t on tho P a th ,” tran s la ted  by the  learned  P a n d it 
B hashya C harya in to  beautifu lly  idiom atic S ansk rit, and  destined  
to  be a  classic. H e will p resen t to you a  special rep o rt upon his 
w ork th ro u g h o u t the  year in the  province of M ysore, p u rsu an t to  
an  u n d erstan d in g  betw een m yself and  H is Excellency K . Slie- 
shadri Iyer, th e  D ew an, and  w ith the  benevolent concurrence of H is 
H ighness the M ahara jah  B ahadur, G. C. S. I .

As the  T reasu re r’s R eport shows, th e re  is a cred it balance of 
only Rs* 26 in  favour of the  A dyar L ib ra ry , a f te r  expend ing  tlio 
Rs. 700 of P rin ce  H arisingh ji, (which m ust be refunded  w hen tho  
en tran ce -g a te  is erected , fo r whicli ifc w as given,) and  th e  special 
donations of the  year, am ounting  to R s. 760-3-0. I  inv ite  yo u r 
earliest a tten tio n  to  tho  subject. T h ere  m ust be m oney if we 
w ould re ta in  fche invaluable  services of o u r g re a t P an d it, defray  
h is trav e llin g  expenses, purchase  books, keep  those we have in 
good order, an d  susta in  the  d ig n ity  of th e  L ib ra ry  in th e  eyes of 
th e  g rea t In d ia n  P an d its  and  W e ste rn  O rientalists, who aro 
beg inn ing  to  h e a r of and  app recia te  o u r w ork. D u rin g  the  p as t 
y e a r  51 S an sk rit books have been acqu ired  by  th e  E aste rn  Section 
b y  purchase, an d  82 b y  d o n a tio n ; an d  th e  collection of th e  
W este rn  Section en riched  by 359 volum es by  donation and  purchase.

T he read er of cu rre n t W este rn  lite ra tu re , especially fiction, is 
im pressed  w ith th e  fa c t of th e  very  s tro n g  ta s te  for occultism  
w hich p revails, an d  w hich is no doub t la rg e ly  due to  th e  rap id  
g ro w th  of T heosophical lite ra tu re .

J apan.
M y expec ta tion  to bo called  in  th e  b eg in n in g  of th is y ea r to 

Ja p a n -w a s  n o t realized, tho  local C om m ittee in ch a rg e  of tho 
m atte r h av in g  changed, th e ir  p lans. T hey  have a t la s t p e rfec ted  
th e ir  a rran g em en ts  fo r m y tour, and  we have th e  p leasure today

^ tr p K iBsdd- t fc Committee ^^o g o u c l.i, who has come to  escort t  Society, Mr. Zenshiro
expect to sail n ex t m onth This In m  ° coun^ X  w hither I
become one of the  moa " t L n S  ° U'' Se6mS like1^
s tra n g e  h isto ry  o f our Society and* f h ePls°des iu tho
fo r my success. ^  aud  1 besPeak J™ r good wishes

. _ T ue Movement to Date.

confined to tho United°St'Up Ul’anclies 13 this year m ainly
servative  y e t * A “ enCa' W,,ere’ »»der th e  o l Z
Executive CoinmiUee and STST"t r ^
public in te rest in our work is ran id lv  •ouncil1 of h ,s . Section,
to the  p resen t tim e i ^  owmg a,1(l spreading. U p
«t is true , y e t from  w in t I  b n  A f r i c a n  B ran ch ed
countrym en I sho ii Id no t lio * " f t 0 C° Untry  and  & I W ‘
b an d  when there  will be i l rPV  “T  , the  tim e w ere n ear afc 
a re  afc p resen t in India Thpoq1̂ ] ^  ^  couu r̂y  th an  thero
cans, b i t  th e re  has been fo r ,def 8 ,ar.e new to A m eri-
A m erican m ind tow nrd- Hip V r I I  g radua l inclination of tha
E soteric Philosophy O ur s e l f  f Ug p r e s e n t e d  in A sia tic  
f i g u i - e s P J UU1 sta tlstlcs of g row th  show the follow ing

Y e a u .

C harters issu
ed u p  t o  

close 
year.

I
|l875j,870j1877jl87sJl8rrJl88o|l88118g2 13bJ l8,4

4 11 27 93 104

1885

121

1886 1887 1888

136 1 58 179

new  B ran d ie s  are  d istribu ted  as f o l l o w  eof r‘!PJllca%> the  y e a r 's  
4 ;  U. S. A m erica 13; N e w z S la n d  J Z *  r r '*  (!,‘ld k )  3 ’ 
estab lished  in the  following* P resid rn n '1 ntj idn B ^ancJle^ a re  now 
K  W . P ., Oudo and  P u n k b  23 £  T p  ^ n g a l  26; Behar 8 ;  
K ath iaw ar 2 ;  M adras 4(5 • Ceylon 1 0 - B u r m a £ uc« s 4 ;  Bom bay 7 ;  
th e  w orld we have, in E ng land  4 • ^ o r  , e r Pa rts  of

1888.Clle3 o a  the  J e c l b e r !

a - F inancial.

• j d  I S  o f  E e ' Z u r t t  i t ‘ T *  ! °  l ' ,C ™ ° m°
th e  C onvention a  condensed s u m m Z  „f exIJ° dlen t ^  lay before 
a ll .o u rc e , and  F o r d S 4 T S l l w V ” ‘ lre -“ “ P18  ,K>”  
F ounders le ft New Y ork f o r  b I u  \  ’ y e a r  l n  w L i c h  th e

.he ia h V I X r L S  I S S K W S S



liad  realized about fifteen lakhs of rupees from th a t source .alone ! 
T he w ild absurd ity  of such fa iry -ta les is not its w orst fea tu re  : 
they  tend  to alienate the  benevolen t sym pathy  of m any good 
people who would be quick to help  us if they  knew  the  tru e  
sta te  of th ings. Following, I  give you a carefu l ca lcu la tion  
of the Society’s receip ts du rin g  the  ten  years 1878 to 1887, in c lu 
sive :

I n c o m e .

Y e a r . F ro m  D o n a tio n s . | F ro m  E n t ra n c e  F e es .

1878 to  A p r il  1881 R s. 1,0G0 0  0 R s. 4 ,200  0  0
l l e s t  o f 1881 1 00  0  0 1 ,8 3 8  0 0

1882 190 0  0 4 ,163  0  0
1883 12 ,582  0  0 9 ,432 0  0
1884 12 ,754  0  0 5,696 0  0
1885 8 ,682  0  0 3 ,895  0  0
1886 9 ,895  0  0 1 ,954  0  0
1887 9 ,0 5 0  0  0 3 ,649  0  0

T o ta l . . . 54 ,313 0  0 34 ,827  0  0

O ur expenses of all k inds, inc lud ing  th e  purchase, up-keep, an d  
fu rn ish ing  of the  H ead -q u arters  e s ta te ; th e  b u ild ing  of the  A d y ar 
L ib rary , its  fu rn ish in g  and  purchase of b o o k s ; construction of new  
b u ild in g s ; r e p a ir s ; trav e llin g  ; and  a ll o th e r su ndry  expenses, have  
been abou t E s. 30,000 or 40,000 m ore th a n  th e  re c e ip ts ; 
w hich deficit has been m ade up  b y  th e  F ounders from  p riv a te  
resources u n d e r th e ir  personal control. To show for the  m ajo r 
p a r t  of th is  ou tlay  we have the  m oveable and  im m oveable p ro p erty  
of th e  H ead -q u arte rs , w orth  p erhaps 35 to  40 th o usand  rupees ; 
th e  sum of R s. 9,267-8-3 in  G overnm ent securities, and  cash in  
Savings B ank , co n stitu tin g  to g e th e r  th e  P e rm an en t F u n d ; an d  
E s. 3,000 to  th e  c red it of th e  A nniversary , H ead -quarters , Sub- 
barow  M edal, an d  L ib ra ry  F unds.

The generous offer of H . H . th e  M ah ara jah  of D u rb an g h a  of a  
donation of E s. 25,000, w hich he te le g ra p te d  me d u rin g  la st y e a r’s 
Convention, has n o t y e t been paid .

Lo, the vast accum ulations of th is  active Society, w ith  its  
173 B ranches in  all p a r ts  of th e  g lobe ! Of th e  E s. 54,000 of 
donations, it  is b u t  fa ir  to  say th a t  E s. 40,000 have been c o n tri
b u ted  by Ind ian  f r ie n d s ; E s. 7,000 by  E uropean , of w hich alm ost 
a ll has been given b y  a  dozen in d iv id u a ls ; an d  th e  m agnificen t 
re s t  and  residue, am ounting  to  some E s. 700, by  A m erican  
sym path izers. Calculate the  E upee  a t  15 to  th e  £  sterling , an d  
you  observe th a t the Society has d raw n  in  donations from  th e  
b enevo len t public an average of £360 p e r annum — as m uch 
perhaps, as m any of our rich  Fellow s spend  on th e ir  stables and  
coachm en ! T h a t we have not had  an y th in g  like our fa ir  share  of 
th e  v o lu n ta ry  contributions of th e  public tow ards learned  an d  
ph ilan th ro p ic  Societies is, no doubt, solely due to the  fac t th a t  w e 
have never b eg g ed  for help, nor th ru s t our necessities upon publio

n o t i c e .  I f  w e  h u d  to n  t i m e s  o u r  a v e r a g e  i n c o m e ,  w e  c o u l d  f i n d
t w e n t y  t i m e s  t h e  u s e s  t o  a p p l y  it, to  f o r  t h e  public-  g o o d .  A t  l e a s t
t h e  b o u n d e r s  a r e  g l a d  to  h a v e  i t  k n o w n  t h a t  t l i e i r  support, a n d
e v e n  a n y  e x t r a v a g a n c e s  o f  w h i c h  t l i e y  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  c h a r g e d  o r
suspected, have been no d rain  upon the Society’s m eagre pecuniary 
resources. 4 o r  j

'l’he A m erican and B ritish D elegates are  instructed  to lav beforo 
you a suggestion  for a rad ical change in our financial policy, viz.

ie a, )rogation of the fee payab le  upou acquiring  m em bership 
and the  annual dues. I  have exposed before you our exact finan
cial situation , and  shall expect you to decide this g rav e  question 
in a  sp irit of en ligh tened  discretion . T here  is much to be said 
no doubt, on both  sides, and  I  am  not sure b u t th a t th e  w eieh t of 
reasons is on the  side of th e  theory  of voluntary  donations. 
W hichever policy is now determ ined  upon, 1 shall do my best to 
carry  out. J

E u r o p e a n  a n d  A m e r i c a n  A f f a i r s .

I t  was by th e  E xecutive Council found expedient tlia t I  should 
proceed to E urope and  a ttem p t to  b rin g  our affairs in to  order 
V\ e saw th e  C ontinental B ranches langu ish ing  for lack of superin 
tendence and  reciprocal work, a lthough  there  was reason to hope 
th a t th e  m ovem ent m ig h t be g re a tly  stren g th en ed  and  expanded  
u nder a  p roper o rg an iza tio n ; w hile in the U nited Kino-dom a 
strong  desire had recently  shown itself for an active p ropaganda 
sim ilar to th e  A m erican and  Ind ian  ones, which could only be 
effected by  th e  organization  of a  section of th e  G eneral Council 
to ac t as a  L o a il Com m ittee of supervision and adm instra tiou . 
A ccordingly  1 sailed from  Bom bay for Brindisi on the  7th 
A u g u st v isited London, L iverpool, C am bridge, Glasgow, Paris 
and  Bologna, on Society business, and  re tu rn ed  to H ead-quarters  
on th e  lo th  Novem ber. I  form ed new B ranches a t L iverpool, 
Glasgow and  C am bridge; d ischartered  the  old “ Isis” B ranch afc 
P a ris , and  ch arte red  a new one, th e  “  H e rm e s ;”  called two Conven
tions in London of represen ta tives of the B ritish Branches • oro’aii- 
ized and  ch arte red  a B ritish  Section of the  Theosophical Society • 
and  issued an o rder in Council form ing an  esoteric section’ 
of th e  Society, w ith  M adam e B lavatsky  as its responsible head. 
I h e  tio u b le  m  tlie P aris  B ranch was solely due—as we havo 
alm ost invariab ly  found to be th e  case— to personal jealousies and  
d isagreem ents. Ih e  landm arks of the  Society had been oblite
ra te d  and  fo rgo tten  there  h ad  arisen  a  strife  for suprem acy, and  
instead ot se ttin g  th e  public th e  exam ple of zealous fra te rn a l 
union for th e  p ropagation  of our ideas, the members had  fallen to 
m utual abuse, oral and p rin ted . Both parties were to blam e as 
1 found, a fte r  a p a tien t exam ination of the  docum ents a n d ’so 
w ithout exonera ting  either, I  first tried  to g e t the  d issentients to
w ork harm oniously  under th e  old c h a r te r ;  and  then, th is f a i l i n g  
dissolved th e  B ranch com pletely, cancelled th e  charter, and  offerd 
ch a rte rs  to both  parties and  every  facility for organization of two 
B ran ch es.^  Only one was accepted, and  so one new B ranch 

H erm es, came in to  existence, under officers for whom I  feel f?r ea t 
resp ec t and of whom I  expect much. I  firmly believe th a t, w ith



m eans a t my command to employ necessary  help, we should 
soon see several F rench  B ranches sp rin g  np. The F ren ch  
m in d  is, in my opinion, alm ost as ripe  for the  recep tion  of th e  
sound  philosophy of In d ia , as the  A m erican m ind. B efore con
c lu d in g  this b rief notice of my observations and  acts in F rance , I  
liave pleasure in  g iv in g  than k s on your beha lf to a very sincere  
an d  devoted lady  m em ber, M adam e d ’A dhem ar, for th row ing  open 
h e r draw ing-room  to  all Theosophists fo r a weekly social g a th e r in g . 
I t  is in the  g re a t W este rn  capital a very  s tro n g  support to  any  
m ovem ent to have such social centres, w here m em bers and  e n q u ir
in g  friends of a Society can m eet on n eu tra l g round  for th e  
exchange of ideas. I  shall leave the  D elegate  of the B ritish  Section 
to  acquain t you w ith  the  d e ia ’ls of the  new organization  and  th e  
views of his colleagues, which he is expected  to  lay before  th e  
C onvention.

Charities.

I t  is a p leasan t th in g  to say th a t th e  charitab le  in stitu tio n s 
connected w ith  th e  Society are  k ep t up as heretofore. In  various 
quarte rs  m edicine is g iven  to  the  sick poor, food and clo th ing to  th e  
needy , and schools m ain tained  for th e  teach in g  of S an sk rit an d  
o th e r languages and  of religion. Our g re a t Bom bay C harity , th e  
Hom oeopathic C haritab le  D ispensary, has increased its benefactions 
over thoso of la s t year. M r. Tookaram  T atya , its  F ounder an d  
D irector, repo rts  th a t an  average of 90 p a tien ts  is now daily receiv
in g  m edicines as com pared w ith  an average  of 75 in  1887. T hero  
is to the  c red it of the  D ispensary  F u n d  abou t Rs. 5 ,0 0 0 , m ade up  
of donations and  collections from  th e  C harity  Box, k e p t in th e  
D ispensary . Our hope is to g e t m oney in  tim e to  buy or e rec t a  
su itab le  bu ild ing , and  our num erous P a rs i m em bers, especially  
th e  all-accom plishing M r. K . M. Shroff, m ay succeed in  th is  by  
ta k in g  sufficient troub le .

M y visits to  B ologna and  Rioli, w ere to  see Count Cossar M atte i, 
th e  founder of th e  new school of H om oeopathy, g re a t accounts of 
whose effioacy had  reached  me. The benevolen t gen tlem an  k in d ly  
o rdered  a la rg e  supply  of his m edicines to  be sen t g ra tis  to  M r. 
Tookaram  for experim ent.

Conclusion.
Y o u  will observe th a t an unusually  sm all num ber of D elega tes 

a re  here to-day an d  will share in  my re g re t th a t  th e re  could  no t 
have  been a fu ll rep resen ta tio n  of th e  B ranches when such im por
ta n t  changes in  th e  R ules a re  to  be proposed. I t  is useless to 
deceive ourselves as to th e  m ain cause. This is th e  po litical 
up h eav a l in In d ian  society w hich has produced  th e  N atio n a l 
Congress^ and  draw n all In d ian  th o u g h t in to  th e  vortex  of politics. 

■The firs t effect of th e  theosophical m ovem ent w as to  arouse an  
in tense  in te re s t in  th e  ancien t re lig ions an d  philosophies, a n d  a 
g re a t  cu riosity  to  learn  if th e  claim s of th e  school of anc ien t 
occultists w ould  stan d  the  te s t of scientific inqu iry . A  tida l w ave 
of pa trio tic  em otion rushed over In d ia , as i t  g rew  m ore an d  m ore 
clear th a t  th e  sages of A ry av arta  w ere sages in  th e  b est sense of 
th e  w ord, an d  th a t  th e  probabilities w ere  g re a t th a t  th e  p rac tica l

Yogi knew , in fact, more about, the  laws of n a tu re  th an  the best 
m odern professor. Tho Ind ian  hea rt swelled w ith  emotion ns 
these long-sm ouldering fires of self-respect, patrio tism , and  
sp iritua l conviction blazed up from tlie ashes. W herever we 
fo re ig n ers  w ent we w ere m et w ith  benedictions, w ith ferven t 
expressions of love and joy. S anskrit, and  H indu relig ious schools 
sp ran g  in to  being  the ro ste r of our local B ranches rap id ly  
ex tended  itself, and  Theosophy becam e a household and  dear word 
in every  H indu home. The addresses presented to us teem ed w ith 
expressions of tho belief th a t  th e  iron ru le of K ali Yuo-a w is  
broken  and  th e  dawn of th e  rev ived  Golden A ge had  come. A ll 
th is  w as na tu ra l, b u t it  was unhealthy  and  feverish. A  re-action 
was inev itab le  b u t how or w hen it was to come was no t clear. W e 
now perceive it, for i t  is upon us. The w reaths once woven 
io r  us a re  now being  h u n g  around  the  necks of the political leaders 
who a re  th o u g h t to be lay ing  the  bases of the  fu tu re  Ind ian  
E m pire  g re a te r  than  A k b a r’s or C handragup ta’s, endu rin g  as 
a d a m a n t! A nd the  national emotion is flowing in th e  channel 
In ter  armas silent leges. Politics stifle Religion, as a  toothache 
or a  b an k ru p tcy  m akes one fo rg e t N irvana  ! traced  by the  pro
jec to rs of the  Congress. A n o th er reaction is inevitable, fo r we 
m ust no t fo rg e t th a t th e  H in d u  is the  m ost deeply and abso
lu te ly  re  igious n a tu re  in th e  world. W hen it comes, the  old 
blood will assert itse lf and  a tten tio n  be again  g iven to those 
m aste r problem s of hum an life and  destiny  beside which all 
tem poral concerns are  v u lg a r and  insignificant. L e t us not try  to 
hasten  th e  day, for the  p resen t ag ita tion  is useful and  healthy  in 
being a  force to arouse th e  In d ian  m ind from its fa ta l h ab it of 
indolence and  dorm ancy, the  g rea te s t curse and calam ity which 
can befall a  race. L e t us only keep  on in the  line of our altru istic  
ac tiv ity , free from discouragem ent, s teadfast in purpose, tru e  to the 
behests of conscience. G entlem en, th e  Convention is now declared 
open to r  business.

SECKETARY’S REPORT OP THE INDIAN BRANCHES.

^ H ^ BeoretalT  then  read  tI,e b lo w in g  sum m arised repo rt of
1 8 8 8 : -  ±r° m SO m eof B ranch  S odeties d u r i n ^ T y e a r

w e t l T ' I T t h ^ X r ^ l  S,0CIETY- This B ranch W d  m eetings 
L ec tu res  w ere d e l i v e r e r o c c ^ i S r b ^ t f b ' v ^ p 111 • ?ubJects-

H induism  and  C h ris tian ity ,-  &c„ On anniversary  day  r fc e T n d  
m oney w ere d istribu ted  to m ore th an  2 0 0  people. Several a rden t 
m em bers w ere tran sferred , b u t they  a re  crea ting  J r f  l  
in te re s t in  Theosophy. A S anscrit School a t  H hfdopnr Z » , “

X ^ B r M c r  ° f  R  P - B .  A .  V ic e - P r e s id e n t

a n * , ™  oB/:f f ic “ e l i  7  m e e t i n g 3



u

Hai B ahadur B aroda P rasad  Basu continues his very im portan t 
publication of the “ S abdakalpad rum a”— th e  S an sk rit Encyclopaedia. 
The school founded by him  is in a flourishing condition. The 
B ranch  L ibrary  is d is trib u tin g  g ra tis  books and  journals to sp read  
theosophical know ledge.

B enares T heosophical Society .— This B ranch  held  w eekly m ee
tings. The m ain w ork of the  m eetings has been the  careful s tudy  
of the Vedantasara, a com parison of its system  of philosophy w ith  
the  m odern E uropean , and  an elaborate discussion of all im portan t 
points in it. This has insp ired  some of th e  m ore in te llig en t class 
of m inds w ith  in te res t and  sym pathy  and it  is expected  th a t  ere long  
these will increase th e  num ber of its m em bers. This b ran ch  cele
b ra ted  its 3 rd  A nniversary  w ith  the  usual eclat and solem nity, a t th e  
B enares Town H all, an d  red irec ted  th e  a tten tio n  of th e  w hole 
educated public tow ards sp iritua l m a tte rs  w hich, tho u g h  p ressin g  
closest upon us, a re  seldom  heeded by  our b re th re n  of th e  19th cen
tu ry . A ddresses w ere delivered  in  E ng lish , U rd u  and  H ind i, 
by  the m em bers of th e  Sabha. F o r w an t of funds a p ro jec ted  
charitab le  Homoeopathic d ispensary  could no t be o p e n e d ; b u t 
g ra tu ito n s d istribu tion  of Hom oeopathic m ediciues by  ind iv idual 
m em bers continues as before, w ith  very  good resu lts, and  is abou t 
b e in g  w idened in  scope. Some very  valuab le  and  h itherto  u n p u b 
lished  S ansk rit w orks on m etaphysics and  eth ics, have been b ro u g h t 
o u t by  two of our m ost devoted b re th ren . T he ISanlcshepa SariraJca 
H arim ide S tu ti , E a rita tw a  Mulctavali, an d  Sidhan tab indhu  a re  
considered to  be trea tises  of h ig h  m erit b y  P aram ah an sa  B hask- 
a ran an d  Swami an d  P a n d it  H a ri N a th  Ju b e . T he L ib ra ry  of th e  
b ranch  has been enriched  b y  26 new  volum es. The m ajo rity  of its  
m em bers have done th e ir  best to im prove, alike  by m eans of p recep t 
an d  exam ple, th e  m oral and  in tellectual condition of th e  society in  
w hich they  live an d  move. The S abha th an k fu lly  acknow ledges 
rece ip t of a le tte r  from  H is H ighness, th e  M ah a ra jah  of D u rb an g h a , 
g ra n tin g  th e  sum of Ks. 300 in  a id  of th e  proposed Hom oeopathic 
charitab le  d ispensary .

Coimbatore T heosoph ical Society .— O ur B ranch  has, as usual, h e ld  
w eekly m eetings, th e  program m e of w hich  consisted in  s tu d y in g  
s tan d ard  w orks on V edantisin , good artic les in th e  Theosophist, o r 
carry ing  on discussions upon V edan tic  sub jec ts generally . O ur 
re g u la r  m eetings keep  up  an  in te rest in Theosophy, w hich is alw ays 
g row ing  and w hich a ttra c ts  in te llig en t ou tsiders to our m eetings. 
A  host of m isconceptions re g a rd in g  th e  scope and  aims of our 
Society  have now cleared  aw ay, an d  th e  a ttitu d e  of m any  
is rea lly  o n e , of sym athy  tow ards us ; an d  th e  dem and fo r 
T heosophical publications is increasing  every  year.

B u la n d sh a h r  T heosophical S oc ie ty .— In  consequence of tra n s 
fe rs  th e  B ranch  w as no t able to  have m eetings. H ow ever the  Journal 
o f  M an  an d  P a th  w ere subscribed fo r fo r the  use of th e  B ranch . 
T he in fan t in s titu tio n s  of “ M ith a  B elas” an d  “ B ai S ab h a”  th a t  
w ere s ta rted  some tim e ago, and  from  w hich g re a t resu lts  w ere 
expected , could  n o t be k ep t up  ow ing to  th e  abovem entioned  
tran sfe rs  of ea rn e s t w orkers in  th e  field of Theosophy.

G untite  THKOsoraioAl, S oc ie ty .— This Branch hold bi-weeklv
i I* : l . w '! artic les from  the Theosophist an d  im portan t 

publications b ea rin g  on Theosophy w ere read
L u c k n o w  T h e o s o p h i c a l  SociETY .-M em bers of th is B ranch  m et 

vear V ii  i “ J? ere haS been  a  decided advance upon the last
X S a r  r l  B ®  Z T n g \ ° \ th e  Presen t ? ear i j u l a r .  The B ranch  hopes to show b e tte r  results in fu tu re . The
t Z  h o l X i t f  l' eS l ed by S riloh°te  Parm ham sji two years
o f t h e  B r a n c h H  T  T ’7  S unday  evenin.^  a t  th e  house 
TT iT j  C o P rem den t’ w here  E a rn e d  P an d its  read  and  expound

c i r v e t u d t e n c r ^  ^  “ ° red SaQSkrit WOrks to  aPPre-

to  S r fln ? E0 S7 HICAL ? 0CIETY-~ T h is  B ranch  reports th a t, owing 
Hon S Snh ° f . ,nT,P°rtf ntT a “ d earnest men, like R ai B ah ad u f 
Mon. S. S ubram ania Iy er, C. I. E . an d  M r. 8 . Ramaswami Iy e r  thero 
was no reg u la r  m eeting. Besides, the Congress m ovem ent has

The°permanen t infliT^7’ ,inJfUi»|nc.e> Public SP ^  or patriotism, 
beinĝ felt everywher̂ 1106 °f ^  ^  ^  ^  ^

SocIETT— P « teen  im portan t m eetings 
eneJa. Ih e  subjects of the  meeting's w ere Vednnta Vnrva Q i 

D u ty  K a m a , F a tJ  and  th e  like d i? c u s"o „ I 7 t p S  K h

tran sla tio n s of"' V ' r i  lM  P f ? d lt ,fu-va ®“j» E o*- Portions of Tamilansiations ot V. D. C atechism  tran s la ted  by P and it T V enkata
R am a Iy e n g a r w ere read  and  approved . The translation  is readv 
fo r publication . H e has also tran s la ted  in to  Tamil the Epitom e of 
A ry an  M orals and  of Theosophy. S adhu  R aiaim nda K m ,  

m sa gave  h in ts  which have  produced  effect. Tlie Secret-irv is 
m ak ing  th e  b est use of th e  books and  journals in th e  B S c  '
L ib ra ry  an d  ad d in g  useful books. n e c i a n c J i

a e u 3 3 n r E l \ S0C ,," ' ~ The ^ e - t o f t h i .  B ranch  h a ,
•li i i ! - ! ,tte,n  lectures on prac tica l Raiayoara. These lech,rP« 

wi be published  when funds a re  available. A  book called “  Snbnrlln
m a d  ?  -P U b I ish e d - T h e  b 0 ° k s  0 f  S a t u i t a n ^ W ? S a b i  
m ade good im pressions i n  some p a r ts  of G uzerat, and niem bers are 
de livering  lectures for im provem ent of th e  domestic Bo d a ” nnd 
relig ious conditions of A ryans. N irbh ay an an d a  S w a m i  F  T  S  
delivered a  lectu re  to th e  S an a tan a  D harm a S a b h ^  which m ade a 
good im pression upon th e  m inds of th e  hearers 

M o r a d a b a d  T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y .— M eetings were irresrularlv
S o l  f8 r a r ° T g t ° S° me of th e  being S  red
Som e of th e  m em bers a re  do ing  th e ir  utm ost indivfdually to f«r-‘
th e r  th e  cause of th e  Society. The L ib rary  of the  B ranch  has
a so increased. The President has begun to practise Homeopathy
an d  d is trib u te  m edicine g ra tis . One of the  m em bers has t r a n s h i /
ed in to  U rdu , Y oga Philosophy, E lix ir of Life, and o th e r books.

ey a re  being  prin ted . W ish  every  success for the Convention"
, j i ^ AMP0I!K ■lHE0S0r'HACAL S ocie ty .— D uring  th e  year th is B ranch 
held 46 re g u la r  m eetings m th e  B erham pore G ran t H all. Of th e  
m em bers on th e  roll th e re  w ere tw enty-five resid ing  a t the  station 

7 h,0“  exh ib ited  earnestness and in te rest in discussing th e  
sub jec ts  before the m eeting. The subjects were about the teach ings



o f th e  sages regard ing  K arm a and G yana K andam s. Babu D ina 
N a th  G anguly, the  devoted P resid en t of th e  B ranch, v isited d u rin g  
th e  year branches a t  B ankura , R ajm ahal, and  C alcu tta, and  
k e p t up theosophical com m unications w ith  th e  b ro th ers  of 
N oakhally  and o ther B ranches. Babu N afa r  D as Roy, m em ber 
of th is branch, effected some rad ical cures by  g iv ing  m ere 
mesmerised w ater. B abus B unw arilal M ukerjee, Ram a R am  
Singh have cured  75 p a tien ts  by H om eopathic trea tm en t. T hey  
have d istribu ted  m edicines free of cost and  given food to some who 
were found very  ind ig en t. Some valuable w orks, a t a  cost of 
rupees 112-8-0, have been added to the  B ranch  L ib ra ry  from  th e  
Savina'S of th e  m onthly  contributions of the  m em bers of th e  B ranch . 
T he B ranch  Society is h igh ly  indebted  to R aj D anpat S ing  B aha
d u r, of B aluchar, fo r th e  valuable p resen t of a com plete se t of 
w orks on Ja in  R elig ion, which he has published  a t  a  considerable
cost. ,

The P resid en t is pub lish ing  a t his own cost a pocket edition  o t 
B hag av ad g ita , con tain ing  S ansk rit tex ts  w ith  th e ir  short analysis. 
P and it K eshub C h an d ra  V id y ara tn a  has pub lished  a  book called 
J ib sh ik sh a , con tain ing  th e  fam ous p recep ts of J ib a  Goswami. 
T hrough  the  exertions of th e  m em bers, th ree  public m eetings w ere 
h e ld  a t  th e  B erham pore G irls’ School bu ild ing , in  which learned  
P a n d its  delivered  lectu res on A rya  D harm a. T he deaths of 
D r. Ram  Das Sen and  of C handra N a th  M ittra  have been felt b y
a ll the  m em bers.

The Ja in  Sam aj a t B aluchar has shown g re a t sym pathy  th ro u g h 
o u t the year to bur Society, and  received th e  m em bers who visited  
i t  w ith fra te rn a l re g a rd  an d  kindness.

M asulipatam T hjsosofhicai, Sociuty.— U n d er th e  auspices of th is  
B ranch  a  m ovem ent for th e  establishm ent of H in d u  G irls’ Schools 
w as u n d ertak en  in th is  tow n, and it has been a  success. A  L ib ra ry  
w as estab lished . M eetings w ere held every S unday , and  B hagavad
g i ta  was read  and  explained  to the m em bers of th e  Society by tho  
B ran ch  Society’s P an d it. The P resid en t an d  o th e r m em bers of th e  
B ranch  "a v e  lectu res on Theosophical sub jects. On the  whole th e  
w o rk  done in  th e  p resen t year has been a success, and  it is hoped  
th a t  even m ore su b stan tia l good will be done in  th e  c u rre n t yea r.

N agi’UK T hkosophical Society .— R eg u la r w eekly m eetings w ere 
h e ld  th ro ughou t th e  year, w hen philosophical sub jects w ere d is
cussed and th e  “  B h ag av ad g ita”  and  th e  “  L ig h t on th e  P a th ” w ero 
stud ied . The B ranch  L ib ra ry  contains of theosophical and re lig ious 
books over 125. A nd  it  is open to th e  ou tsiders on paym ent of 
sm all subscriptions m onth ly . The receip ts  from  subscrip tion  
am oun ted  to iwpees 134 iu  1887-88 as ag a in s t rupees 188-8-0 in tho 
p rev ious year. Tlie decrease in  receip ts w as p a rtly  due to  th e  
tra n s fe r  from  N ag p u r of some E uropean  gentlem en who wero 
re a d in g  m em bers of the  L ib rary . T he B ran ch  also collected funds 
fo r  th e  purpose  of prom oting S a n sk rit s tu d y  and  reliev ing  th e  
w an ts of th e  poor and  needy. A  m onthly  subscrip tion  of R upees 8  

is g iven  to  a  prom ising  S an sk rit s tu d en t. T he S ecretary  paid  a  
fittin g  tr ib u te  to th e  u n tirin g  P resid en t F o u n d e r of th e  Society, one 
of the la test in stances of whose ennobling presence was afforded

by tlic M uglis of C h ittagong , who had given np d rin k in g  for his 
sake. I t  is under contem plation to oiier prizes for the encourage
m ent of S an sk rit studies.

C uddapah T iieosopiiical S ociety.— A Sanskrit school has been 
opened a t th e  beginning  of th is y ea r and  has been doing good w ork. 
Owing to th e  transfers of m em bers to outstations, 110 reg u la r 
m eetings were held

N ainital T fikosopitical S ociety.— T his B ranch was s ta rte d  only 
in O ctober last. Tho m em bers d ispersing  for the season to rejoin 
in May nex t, tho B ranch is in its  p relim inary  stage. I t  hopes to  
be of some use ere the n ex t C onvention.

Jam alpore  T heosophical S ociety .— D uring  the y ear m eetings 
w ere held every S atu rday , and  artic les from  the Theosophist and  
passages from  a few sacred books w ere read  add discuszed.

H yderabad  Theosophical S oc ie ty .— D uring  the year 4 7  reg u la r 
m eetings were held, and 17 new books w ere added to th e  L ib rary , 
w hich m akes the total num ber of books to be 162. Lucifer, 
Theosophist, Platonist, P ath, A rya  M agazine and Ja m iu l JJloom 
have been subscribed for. The S an sk rit school under th e  auspices 
of the B ranch Society is p rog ressing  well and  members a re  takino- 

g re a t in te rest in its progress. M any lectures w^ere delivered an d  
discussions held betw een th e  local P an d its  and  Sastris. B ro ther 
D arabji D osabhoy and  o th er m em bers explained th e  “  L ig h t on 
the  P a th .” P a n d it R anga C h aria r of the  Sanskrit school a tten d ed  
th e  m eeting  and  explained S ankya K arik a  and B hag av ad g ita . 
N ara in  T h ir ta  Sanyasi Swami, of G uzerat, who has devoted a  
g re a te r  portion of his life to s tu d y in g ;V ed an ta  and p ractical yoga 
a t  B enares and o ther places, a tten d ed  several m eetings and  
explained  “  W h a t is self” ? “ W h at is ignorance” ? the  difference 
betw een th e  system s of D w aita, V iscsh tadw aita  and A dw aita, and  
th e  d ifferent stages of experience know n as Laloka, Sam ipa S aru p  
and  Sayujia, and  the au thorities for and  ag a in st them . T he mem
bers, finding th a t good lessons can be g leaned  from his lectures, havo 
resolved to re ta in  the  Swami a t H yderabad  fo r 4 or 5  m onths more* 
W ish every  success for the m ovem ent th roughout the world.

Bombay T heosophical S ociety .— This B ranch held six ty  m eet
ings d u rin g  tho  year, a t which lectures on various subjects w ere 
delivered. D r. Je h a n g ir  C. D aji gave  a series of lectures on tho 
M ateria l U niverse and on the  U n ity  of Forces. H e also read  a  p ap er 
in E nglish , g iv ing  substances of “  The lectures on A tm agyan , by  
b ro th e r N irb h ay an an d a  Swam i of H a tta ra , near M athura. *Mr. 
Jo h n  M ann held  a  discourse on Phreno logy , with experim ents. 
Select portions from  “ The M ysteries of A ges,” a n d "  Ainoncr th e  
R osicrucians” w ere read  and  discussed. D uring  the  m onth of 
N ovem ber “ The Discourses on th e  B h ag av ad g ita” and  the  “ L ig h t 
on  th e  P a th ” wero read  w ith  P a n d it B haw ani Shanker. 2 1  

m em bers w ere added to tho  list th is  year, am ong whom there  aro  
some valuab le  and  d istinguished men. A  public reception w as 
given to the  P residcn t-F ounder and  the D elegates from Europe an d  
A m erica, and  arrangem en t m ade for a  public lecture a t  tho 
F ram ji C aw asji’s Institu te . Tho lecturo was delivered 011 tho 
“ M ysteries of T h o ugh t-read ing” by the P resident. I t  w as very

o



scientific sind was very well apprecia ted . S hort addresses were 
g iven  by Messrs. C. Johnston  and 1 1 . l la r te  about the  rap id  pro 
g ress of the movem ent in Europe and  A m erica. The whole p a rty  
w ere taken  to E lep h an ta  Caves and  an en te rta in m en t was given.

The Theosophical P ublication  F u n d  Com m ittee have published 
d u rin g  the year, “ D iscourse on th e  B h ag av ad g ita ,” by M r. T. 
S ubba Row, “ Com pendium  of R ajayoga ,” “ Y oga Philosophy, 
by  D r. P a u l / ’ “ The K ris tn a  Y a ju r Y eda S am hita ,” and the  first 
“ A shtak  of the R igveda Sam hita, w ith B hashya,” by S ayanacharya, 
in addition to th e  books published in previous years and repo rted . 
I t  has obtained  perm ission from the  R oyal A siatic Society of 
B engal to re p rin t th e  E nglish  transla tion  o f tlie  first 12 U panishads 
w ith  th e  C om m entary of S ri S an k ara  C harya. “ A ncien t Iran ian  
an d  Z oroastrian  M orals” 2nd E dition , is pub lished  by S ir D inshaw  
M . P e tit . T he Z oroastrian  and  some o th e r A ncient System s is 
pub lished  by a  m em ber of th is b ranch . A  book on M esmerism is 
pub lished  in G uzerati, by  M r. M anilal N . D v iv ed i; 1,500 copies 
of Epitom e of Theosophy, by  M essrs. W . Q. Ju d g e  and  A . 
F u lle rton , was re p rin te d  and  d is trib u ted  g ra tis  th roughou t In d ian  
B ranches. N irb h ay an an d a  Swami, u n d er in struction  of th is B ranch , 
v isited  S ura t, A hm edabad , B aroda, B h au n ag a r and  o ther places, 
a n d  gave lectu res on tlie  necessity  of a pu re  and  active life.

The H om eopathic C haritab le  D ispensary continues its good w ork. 
T he average daily  a ttendance  has increased  from  75 to 90. Two 
cases of polypus w ere cured  by th e  electro-hom eopathic medicines of 
C ount M attei. Two cases of cancerous tum ours in  the  b reast were 
cu red  simply by  m esm eric trea tm en t. E pilepsy  and  m any o th er 
a lleged  incurab le  diseases w ere cured  by hom eopathic and  m esm eric 
trea tm en t.

K a p u r t h a l a  T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y  :— T here  was a m eeting  held  
in  H ard w ar in  1887, w hich has been know n as H ard w ar m eeting  of 
B h a ra t D harm  M aha M andal. M any people from  N . W . Provinces, 
P u n ja b  and  B engal took p a r tin  this m eeting. One]of the  objects w as 
to  provide m eans for th e  revival of the  S a n sk rit lan g u ag e  and  fo r 
th e  diffusion of th e  tru e  know ledge of th e  doctrines of H indu  re li
g ion. F rom  th is  m onster m eeting  an inv ita tion  was sen t to th c  
P resid en t-F o u n d er to  a tten d . H e k ind ly  accep ted  it  and  delivered  
able lectures on th e  S an sk rit lite ra tu re  an d  th e  efforts w hich tho 
Theosophical Society  w ere ta k in g  for its  revival. T he M aha 
M andal m eeting  recognized  th e  L ib ra ry  a t  A d y ar as a na tiona l 
one, and th an k ed  th e  P re s id en t an d  g ra te fu lly  acknow ledged th e  
lab o u r of his Society in  en lig h ten in g  th e  w orld  abou t th e  ancien t 
w isdom .

P a n d it  Tota Ram , one of th e  M em bers of our B ranch , w ho was 
fo rm erly  a  revenue official, tu rn e d  a  S adu , res ig n ed  his appo in t
m ent, and  took to jou rney ing  to d ifferen t cities and  tow ns in  N o r
th e rn  and  S ou thern  In d ia . H e  was p resen t a t  th e  A nnual Conven
tion  of the  Theosophical Society a t  M adras in  D ecem ber 1887, an d  
th en  proceeded to  Ceylon, w here he spen t alm ost a  m onth . H o 
has been d e livering  pow erful lec tu res on m orality , w hich he is 
of opinion s tan d s in  g re a t need  of im provem ent am ong tho 
an d  T ru th . T here  w ere th ree  .special m eetings, M r, K rish n a

r ," iia ' T., ',o se  lc c t n m s  l i : m ' e v e r y w h e r e  b e e n  h ig h ly
his ^n o ril • 1 num ber of young men, a fte r hearing

s inoi.il adm onitions, have vowed never to tell lies, a t  least 011

ev erv m 'rm t^  fl T  11" evor.V, monf h ; lor instance, the  first day of 
y  nontli, the full 1110011, the  A tnavas Ac., p repara to ry  to tak in g  

ano ther vow of absta in ing  from te lling  lies altogether* . T he P an d it
t r i n s E o V  t le  w m °  o f .S w n ,n >' N ir b h a y a n a n d . T h e  S o c ie t y  is  
n o te J  fo r  L  f ' n o w  a n d  th e n , w ith  c o p io u s  
"re m  b i L  ° n * n a t iv e s  o f  U p p e r  In d ia .  T h e s e  H y m n s  

m e m L w  i f  f l j n i ? a m p i ’ * t h °  o r iS in a ls  in  S a n s e r i f  T h o
c r n i  l  f <2 re very  busy officers of the  s t a te ; they
c a u s e  Of T l T re T lft,Cie,nfc t im c  t0  d o  im p o r ta n t  s e r v ic e  to  t h e
2-ood to  | , m  7  a r e  h l l l .y a w a r e  is  d o in g  so  m u c h
S i p a r t ic u ] a i ,am  ^  th °  sa c r o d  r e % io n  o f  th e  H in d u s

B a n q a io b b  T iieo so ph ic a i. S o c ie t y .— T h is  B r a n c h  h a s  in c r e a s e d

w e r e  h o ld  f o 1*?! I  10  d “ r m £  t l ie  y e a r - E ig h t  C o u n c il  m e e t in g s  
w e r e  h e ld  f o r  th e  t r a n s a c t io n  o f  t h e  o r d in a r y  b u s in e s s .  I t  w a s  n o t
lo w e v e r  fo u n d  e a s y  to  c o n v e n e  g e n e r a l  m e e t in g s  w h e r e in  o n e - th ir d  

^ .  e d ^ r f ]  rCqT e d  t0  f ° rm  a  q ^ '- u m . S e v e n  n o t ic e s  w e r o
with onlvm;V?. ffenerttl "!oetln" s> bllfc OI,ly threo of them  wero held, 
w tl, onlv minimum num ber necessary  to m ake the proceedings legal
I h e  S o c ie t y  is o p e n  a t  a ll h o u r s  o f  t h e  d a y  a n d  n ig h t  to  f u i t  t h e  

m e e T d X 0 in  H m e m b e r s  a n d  s y m p a th iz e r s  ; a  f e w  o f  th e m
" y  s e s h H ,n > ’V  l,G e v e n ,n f  st,l(1y  “ K a iv a ly a n a v a n e e tu m ,”  
P n m lT  r i  v a T US V e d a n t lc  w o r k s - th e  h e lp  o f  a  T a m il

1 t Z g Hg  ° r " f t  pU rP ° Se- N .  B h a s h y a  C h a r y a
fo r  t h e  s t i i d v l a f 1 M fa|v o l'(1>d tJl°  m e m b e r s  w ith  p r a c t ic a l  h in ts  

‘ I  7 ' P l'i lp so p lu c a l a n d  r e l ig io n s  b o o k s , a n d  d e l iv e r e d
t h e S n S l  ’ !> r ' aiI1,1; ’Sa,n‘V M o o d a l ia r ’s S c h o o l H a ll  o n  b e h a l f  o f  
th e  S o c ie t y  P a „ d , t. B h a w a n i S h a n k e r ,  w h o  r e m a in e d  w ith  u s  fo r

ex ten t '"m / v X  ^  th ° ™em bera in direction to a  certain  ex ten t, M . S. N aram asam i C hetty , B. A., F. T. S., Dewan of V enk i-

?< T VdJ n  BJT."ch ; >2 ’ 0 0 0
sold • })nf fl 01f l 8 \N u e  P 1 lu ^°^ »-ud o n ly  a  le w  co p ie s  w e re
sold ; b u t th e  Secretary , however, hopes to secure a speedy sale for
c ' . t i m V V  f ”  aUi 8Ul°  l) ro c e e d s  wil1 1)0 c o n s t i t u te d  a  “  P u b l i -
cation I und which will be utilized o n ly  fo r  publishing books 
Ih e  financial sta tus is on the  whole S ood, bu t the Secre tary  h o p e s

c o n ta in s  T o 7  l ^ ’ f in a n * '» l rf u l i  th a u  a t  p r e se n t , T h e  l ib r a r y
<nh; t p  t l  r  'lm es\  s  B r a n c h  su b s c r ib e s  to  t h e  Theoso- p h ir t, P a th ,  a n d  Journal o f M an.

N o a k h a u  y T hk osoph icai. S o c iety .— T h e  m e m b e r s  m e e t  tw ic e  a  
w e e k  ii, t h e  H a ll  o f  th e  S o c ie t y .  H a d  (J8 o r d in a r y  m e e t in g s  d u r i ^  th e  
y e a i . I h e  m e m b e r s  a r e  t r y in g  th e  u tm o s t  in  th e ir  p o w e r  to  s p r e a d  th o  
'n o w  e t  g e o f  I h e o s o p h y  a n d  to  a d d  to  th e  n u m e r ic a l  s t r e n g th  o f  th e  

B r a n c h . D is c u s s io n s  on  r e l ig io n s  a n d  o c c u lt  s c ie n c e s  a n d  r e a d in o  
d is c o u r s e s  fr o m  T h e o s o p h ic a l,  a n c ie n t  a n d  m y s t ic a l  l it e r a tu r e

A r0,; tmf% WOTk o f th e  m eetings. B abu B asw ant K um ar 
tra , A ssistan t Secre tary , delivered two lectures on Occultism

* Too good  n o t to  q u o te  iu  iuJ!



D a s  Vedanta Bagio delivered two lectures on tlie superiority uf 

ancient Aryan religion and the necessity of idol worship, &<:•.

T h e  anniversary of the Branch was a great success, Babu  Krishna 

Charanguha made a present of books to the Branch library. The. 

library is at present in a poor condition and attempts are being m ade 

to enrich the same.

M eeru t T heosophical Society .— This Branch held meetings 

every fortnight, and for some time, every week. The  work done 

this year was the preparation of the members for the theosophical 

w ork  by private discourses and reading portions of Sankya  Karika, 

a n d  Manusmriti. Som e other books were also read and explained. 

O n e  m ay depend upon the increased information and sense of duty 

of the members. Arrangem ents were m ade to circulate the Thro- 

sophist am ong the members. The  library of the Branch was during 

the year strengthened by new  purchases. M em bers take interest 

in the work, and it will increase in numerical strength and organis

ed  work.

C a lc u tta  T heosophical S ociety .— T h e  meetings are held every 

fortnight, but owing to paucity of attendance, no real good work 

lias been done. T he  learned Pandit w ho  used to discourse 011 
H in d u  theology and philosophy did not attend regularly on account 

of pressure of work and ill health. This is one of the causes 

of the paucity of attendance. Arrangements are now  m ade to 

m ak e  the meetings interesting and ensure good attendance. Th e  

Bengal Branch is still as loyal to the cause as any other branch 

[but very m uch occupied with the Congress.— J?d.].

L ah o re  T heosoph ical S ociety .— The present circumstances of 

our Lahore Branch do not permit our sending any delegate to the 

Convention this year. T h e  members have no time to undertake the 

long journey. W e  at the same time heartily wish the Convention 

every success and hope the Society will go on prospering and 

m ak in g  its hold am ong the right-thinking public of India.

C E Y L O N .

REPORT ON THE BUDDHIST WORK OF THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCT.

T H I S  year has been one of progressive activity of an unusual 

character in the expansion of the interests of the Society 

in general and  Buddhism  in particular.

T h e  Colombo Branch  early in the year deputed ^Messrs. L e a d 

beater and Hevavitarana to proceed on to the Sabaragam uw a  Dis

trict on an addressing tour. They  delivered addresses to large 

audiences in B a k w a n a , Pelmadulla, M a d a m p e  and Batnapura ; and 

initiated several persons, one of w h o m  is a lady of the Sinhalese 

aristocracy.

A  vernacular school at B a k w a n a , and an English school at 

Batnapura  were opened by  M r . Leadbeater. In  M a y  last Messrs. 

Leadbeater and  Hevavitarana went on an extended tour as far as 

Galle, addressing the Buddhists in every town and village between 

Kalutara and  Galle. Thousands of Buddhist tracts and  publica

tions were sold during this tour.

The  W e s a k  festivities, commemorating the birthday of our 

L o rd  B u d d h a , were universally observed by the Buddhists in

d o i n g  a l l  k i n d s  of  m e r i t o r i o u s  w o r k ,  a n d  t h e  d a y  is now' a  n a t i o n a l  
h o l i d a y ,  t h a n k s  t o  t h e  e x e r t i o n s  o f  o u r  b e l o v e d  C o lo n e l  O l c o t t .
 ̂ lh e  publication oi the first Buddhist English m agazine is an 

important event in the history of our movement, Thanks to the 

liberality of our sympathisers, who in response to our appeal m ade 

contributions for the purchase of English type— to them the 

establishment of The, B uddhist is due. T he  specimen num ber was 

issued on the full-1110011 day of Esala— July— iu commemoration of 

he first preaching of the law by our Lord B uddha  to the five 

Brahm an  disciples— and the regular issue of the magazine com- 

menced 111 this month. O ur  thanks are clue to Brother P . V .  

k ubbiah for the assistance he has rendered us in the selection and 
purchase of type.

la;st Messrs. Leadbeater and  Hevavitarana went to examine 

th e  flourishing B uddh ist schools n t B alap itiya  and A m ba langoda 
A n o ther im p o rtan t event is tlie ch an g in g  of C hristian  names 

which were h ith e rto  in vogue am ong the  B uddhists, in to  B uddhist 
A ryan  nam es. Tlie in itial im pulse to this, as to all o th e r national 
m ovem ents, w as g iven by th e  Theosophical Society, and  h u n d red s 
°  fm 1 S have already  changed  th e ir  C hristian  nam es.

lh e  Buddhist H ig h  School of the K a n d y  Theosophical Society is 

progressing very satisfactorily. It had  its first annual prize

< istribution on the loth of this month. Tlie present attendance of 

boys is about 130. A  Fancy Bazaar was held in connection with the 

school 011 last M a y , and the sale of articles realized Bs. 250 . The  

school premises have been enlarged at an expense of about 

Kupees 800 about three-fourths of the amount being donations 

received from the local Buddhists. T h e  success of the Institution 

is largely due to the self-sacrificing labours of the Secretary ofthe 

Branch and of the Headm aster oi the school.

I h e  G am pola A nglo -V ernacu lar B u d d h ist school is also  p ro 
g ressin g  ; an d  its prize d is trib u tio n  wus held  on tho 2 0 th  in stan t 
M r .  L e a d b e a t e r  p r e s i d i n g .  9
' A  vernacular school was formally opened by M r . Leadbeater 

in June last near Panadure, where lie addressed tho people on the 

importance of educating the children under Buddhist influences.

Ih e  following schools are under the m anagem ent of the Theo
sophical Society.—

Ih e  Colombo ... . .. English H ig h  School.

„  K a n d y  ............  D G.

,, Matale ..........  A .  V .  Boys* School.

„  Gampola................ A .  Y .  Boys'-School.

„  Balapitimodera... A .  V .  Boys'School.

„  A m balangoda  ... Boys 'School.

>, Girls' School.

„  Kalutara ..........  A .  Y .  Boys' School.

Tlie following are this year's publications in Sinhalese :__■

The  Life of Arliat K asyap a  ................. 1,000 copies.

The  Child's Buddhist Catechism ; by M r .

Leadbeater, 7th ed ; ............................... 2,000

A vavada  Sangraha .............................. 5,000

O n  M ady apana  Ml .............................. ^QOO  „



L eaflets em bodying B uddhist P recep  - ^  Copies.
and  Maxims ... ... ••• ••• ’ o

N am pota (Book of A ryan  N am es). ...
D h a m m a p a la  J a ta k a  . . .  ••• •"  Y n n n
S in h a le s e  New Y ear T ra c t ... -  ”
Christianity and Buddhism  Com pared J ,W U  ,,

The Colombo A nnual F ancy  B azaar w as held  on jfcc  2 U t 
an d  following days. T he s a l .  o( last »»*
O ur best th an k s a re  dne to those B uddh ists ot Ja p -  ,
Q u e e n s la n d  " h o ,  w i t h  c h a r a c te r ,s t .c  k .n d n e s s  , ^  

v a lu a b le  a r t ic le s  t h e r e t o .  W e  l l0 P® T [ g a n g a  R a ja  o f

L  w o ’rU o f

o u r Society, and  so a re  so™e o f  ^ ^ 0° first tim e in  tho

o rg a n  of the  our Society, ou r
influence has been  th e  m eans o t m aking  certa in

B “S t r S S '  a ls o  h e l d .  F a n c y  B a,aar l a s t  O c te h e r . A n

e s t e e m e d  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  B r a n c h , M r . K "” '* r ™ ^ “ t(,d C w it h in  ‘ t h e  
c h i ,  m a d e  a  g i f t  o f  a  h o u s e  a u d g a r d e n  s . t u a t e d

t o  s i ,  B u d d h is t

schools annually . n ^ n r- li  ln,ve ad d ed  a  new  w ork toT he lead in g  m em bers of th e  Branchh ha*re j i  d  hill{f
th e ir  program m e, th a t  of g onlg  fu tu re  befo re  it, and  if only
t o  th e  p e o p le  T h is  B r a n c h  h a s  . g o o d  J t hci l . 
th e  m em bers th in k  m ore o t it, they  can l u  j  
sp h ere  of usefulness to  th ® c°™™“ mtJf* , Rcllool a t  R a tn ap u ra

w as m ade a  g ift to  th e  tfran c  y school depends on
R a t e m a h a tm a y u . T h e  f u t u r e  I ' y K 1 ,  j  th e  R a te m a h a t -
t h e  a c t iv i t y  o f  th e  m e m b e r s ,  a n d  t o  » « e  °w  k u s ,  t lm t

padris are  reso rtin g  to unfair m eans to in tim idate the  B uddhists. 
I 11 the recen tly  held  Synod, the  Bishop of Colombo and  his con
freres have appealed  to the  C hristians no t to give any help, in w ord 
or deed, to the  B uddhists. They say th a t since the  arrival of 
Col. O lcott in th e  Island , a revival is go ing  on, an d  signs of 
B uddhist ac tiv ity  are everyw here visible.

The circulation  of anti-C hristinn  and  B uddhist tracts am ong tho 
people, the  w ide circulation of B uddh ist papers, the education of 
B uddhist ch ildren  in th e ir  ancestral re lig ion ,— all these have been 
the m eans of c rea tin g  a popu lar en thusiasm  and public sp irit 
am ong our long-neglected  people.

I t  m ust be rem ark ed  here th a t these an ti-ch ristian  trac ts  are  not 
c ircu lated  in any  sp irit of in to lerance, b u t only as a m eans of 
correc ting  th e  false rep resen ta tions of th e  M issionaries abou t th e ir  
religion and  ours. I f  they  had confined them selves to th e  tru th , 
we should never have m olested them .

T here are  243 M issionary A gen ts w ork ing  in Ceylon for prose
ly tising  th e  B uddhists, and  yearly  th e  M issionary Societies spend 
abou t £ 1 1 , 0 0 0  s te rling  for th is ob ject, and  since 1822 th ey  have 
spared  n e ith e r pains nor money for th is consum m ation. S ix ty -six  
years of labour and  expense have not m ade Ceylon a  C hristian  
c o u n try ; on th e  con trary , they  find th a t  C hristian ity  is a failure. 
E ig h t years of Theosophical activ ity  has b ro u g h t a reaction  in 
favor of B uddhism , the final outcom e of w hich will be the  rehab ili
ta tio n  of p rim itive B uddhism  in Ceylon. In  1882, M adam e 
B lavatsky , w ritin g  abou t th e  B u d d h ist education in Ceylon, 
recorded  these  prophetic  w ords : “  E very  influence— social, 
jou rnalistic , and  o ther, seems em ployed to h inder the resuscitation  
of B uddhism  an d  force C hristianised  school education upon the  
people. B u t th e  p ad ris ’ p lo t will no t succeed : m ark our w ords 
— it will n o t  succeed. T he D utch  au th o rities  resorted  to severe 
an d  a rb itra ry  m easures to compel the  B uddhists to renounce th e ir 
f a i th ;— m easures affecting th e  legitim acy of th e ir children, tlie 
ten u re  of th e ir  p roperty , and  th e ir  r ig h t to testify . They filled the  
Is lan d  w ith  hypocrites: th a t  is all. W hen tlie English succeeded 
th e  D utch, th e  sham  stru c tu re  of official C hristianity  crum bled to 
d ust. The M issionaries are now try in g  to effect by secre t 
cunn ing  w h at th e  D utch had  failed to g e t by  open force. T hey 
will no t succeed .”  These words, rem arkab le  in them selves, w ritten  
b y  our d ear M adam e B lavatsky  with all the  force of h e r  con
victions, have a  p rophetic  rin g  about them  ; and  these few years 
of our w ork show th a t  the  M issionaries have been discouraged a t 
th e  resu lts of ou r activ ity . M issionary w ork will not succeed.

The necrology of the  year has been a  painfu l one to us, indeed . 
D ea th  has rem oved from  us a  few noted B uddhist p riests— our 
co-w orkers— chief am ong whom are Illu k w a tta  M edankara, who 
a tten d ed  the  C onvention of 1886, to be p re sen t a t the opening of 
th e  A d y ar L ib ra ry , and  whose lam ented d ea th  is a national 
loss to  us ; W im alasaratissa  H igh  P riest, a  g re a t Pali and  S anskrit 
scholar ; N andaram atissa  P riest, himself also a scholar.

C. P . ( i O ON K WA R D E N E ,
Secretary Colombo T. S»



REPORT OF THE GENERAL SECRETARY, AMERICAN SECTION, 
THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY-

M r. R ichard H arte  then  read the  following- R ep o rt of the A m eri
can Section of the Theosophical Society :—

I  AM directed by tlie Executive Com m ittee to repo rt to th e  G eneral 
Convention concern ing  th e  affairs of the  Society in A m erica, 

and  have pleasure in su bm itting  the  follow ing, since it shows a 
g rea t increase of w ork and  grow th  since I v isited  In d ia  in 1884. 
A t th a t tim e there  was no t m uch in te rest in th e  sub jec t publicly  
expressed in A m erica, an d  th e  am ount of w ork done was lim ited  
by w an t of w orkers.

The rep o rt m ade to th e  la s t Convention by  Bro. A. F u lle rto n  
w as no t as full as the  fac ts even then  justified, because he being  aw ay 
from  N ew -Y ork a t the  tim e, had  not access to th e  records ; b u t even 
a t  th a t da te  the  people a t la rge  w ere becom ing g re a tly  in te rested  
in  th e  Society, and  inquiries from  all d irections w ere com ing in 
an d  form ation of new B ranches being  proposed.

T he first A m erican C onvention, subsequent to the  dissolution cf 
th e  Board of Control, was h e ld  in N ew -Y ork, A pril 1887, and  then  a 
constitu tion  was adop ted  u n d er w hich we a re  now a t w ork. T h a t 
in strum en t declares autonom y and  re ite ra tes  alleg iance to tho 
G eneral Convention. T h a t constitu tion has been found to w ork 
v e ry  well.

In  A pril 1888 the second A m erican Convention was held in Chi
cago, Illinois, and  was well a tten d ed . A  rep o rt of its proceedings has 
a lready  been published  in  the  Theosophist and  needs no repetition  
here .

Owing to the  increase of in te rest and  ac tiv ity , th e  num ber of 
B ranches has g re a tly  increased , and  they  now s tan d  as follow s;

P la c e . N a m e .

B o s to n , M ass. B o sto n , T . S .
C h ic ag o , I l ls .  

>>
C h ic a g o  T . S . 
R a m a y a n a .

C in c in n a t i ,  0 . C in c in n a t i  T . S.
L o s  A n g e le s , C al. L os  A n g le s  T . »S.
M a ld e n , M ass. M ald en  T . S .
M in n ep o lis , M in n . Is liw a  ra .
N e w g a te . A ry a n

P h ila d e lp h ia , P a .
O c c id e n t.
K e y s to n e .
K r is h n a .

S t ,  L o u is  Mo. A r ju  n a .
17 P r a n a v a .

S a n  F ra n c is c o , Cal.
E sh . M an n n .
C o ld e n  G a te  L o d g e  T.

S a n ta  C ru z  ,, P a r a n a .
W a s h in g to n ,  D. 0 . G n o s t ic .
O m a h a , N e b . V e d a n ta .
G ra n d  I s la n d ,  N eb . N irv a n a .
M u sk e g o n , M ich . L o tu s .
D e c o ra h , Io w a . Isis
M ilw a u k e e , W is. B ra h m a n a .
S a n  D ie g o , C al. I’o in t  Lonui T. S .
B r id g e p o r t ,  C o n n . Y a rm ia .

C le v e la n d , O h io . D h arm a .

B a te .

J a n u a r y  1 188(5. 
N o v e m b e r  27 1881. 
J u ly  27  1887. 
F e b r u a r y  24  188(5. 
N o v e m b e r  MO 1885. 
N o v e m b er 27 1885. 
D e ce m b e r 17 1887. 
N o v e m b e r  17 1883. 
J u u e  7 188-1*.
J u n e  21 18-S(J.
M ay  17 1887. 
S e p te m b e r  21 1882 
J u n e  10 1887 .
M a rc h  17 1888. 
N o v e m b e r  3 1885. 
J u ly  27 1887.
--------------  1884.
F e b r u a r y  27 1888 , 
J a n u a r y  7 J8 8 8 . 
A p r il  3 1883. 
S e p te m b e r  22 1888, 
N o v e m b e r  7 1888- 
M ay 15 1888.
M ay 21 1*88.
J u lv  2 5 1888.

I t  is thus seen th a t wo have 25 active branches. T here aro 
m em bers in m any tow ns w herein no branches exist, and they  rep o rt 
increasing in te re s t an d  probab ility  of new branches being form ed, 
All of those nam ed a re  active an d  do m uch tow ard sp read ing  theo
sophical doctrine an d  lite ra tu re  as w idely as possible.

The effect of th is  is th a t our m ovem ent is well-known all over 
the  U nited  S ta tes , and  th e  daily  P ress now speaks frequen tly  and  
more seriously of i t  th an  they  d id  heretofore .

M em bers dead, expelled  or res ig n ed  d u rin g  the  year, are, 4 .
Betw een N ovem ber 1st, 1887, an d  N ovem ber 1st, 1888, as G eneral 

Secretary, I  sen t to  H ead -q u arters  in  In d ia  fo r diploma and  C h arte r 
fees$  205. Since N ovem ber ls t,|1887 , n early  as m any new m em bers 
have been ad m itted  th ro u g h o u t th e  U n ited  S ta tes as in  the  p re 
ceding 1 2  years.

The B ranch  w ork in  A m erica consists of w eekly m eetings for tho  
discussion of theosophical doctrine, an d  th e  spread of our ideas 
in all directions. This is m ore easy in  ou r section, because of tho  
g rea t libera lity  of th o u g h t of th e  people, an d  the fac t th a t tho  
daily P ress is g lad  to  notice all th a t  is said  an d  done. H ence wo 
feel th a t th e  selection by  M asters of A m erica as the  p lace iu  
which to  s ta r t  tho  m ovem ent is now fu lly  justified, and  all tho 
signs po in t to  th e  p robab ility  th a t  before very  long the  g re a te s t 
am ount of w ork w ill be done in  th a t  section.

T here is need, how ever, for w orkers in  the  field, and  we have hoped 
th a t they will stead ily  come forw ard. M ost of th e  adm in istra tive 
work is now b e ing  done by a fe w ; b u t in  every B ranch th e re  is a  
grow ing in te res t an d  a  g rea te r  likelihood th a t  from th e ir ran k s  
new m en will arise to  do th e  will of M asters.

I t  is p ro p er to  te ll you th a t the  nam e and  fam e of M adam e H . P . 
B lavatsky  has sp read  over th e  land , and  th a t  there  are b u t few 
m em bers in  A m erica who do not th a n k  h e r for w hat she has done, 
and look fo rw ard  to  seeing her. T here  is also a desire to h e a r  
the P residen t-F ounder and  see him  in  person, and to th a t end 
arrangem ents are  b e in g  m ade to have him  here  in  1889 if p rac ticab le.

The situation  m ay be summed up th u s : The Society, its aims an d  
lite ra tu re , a re  w idely k n o w n ; th e re  is a  la rge  body of m em bers 
devoted to  the  cause who, whilo they  rem ain  independent, still re g a rd  
tho A m erican Section as a  un it in tho g re a t whole, and th ere  is & 
certa in ty  th a t  soon we will have increased  enormously.

R espectfully  subm itted .
W IL L IA M  Q. JU D G E ,

General Secretary«
N e w  Yokk, November 2 2 , 1888,

BRITISH [SECTION.
M r. C harles Jo hnston , D elegate of the  B ritish  Section of tho 

Theosophical Society, followed in  an  oral add ress in which ho 
conveyed to  the  C onvention the  fra te rn a l sa lu ta tions of th e  Fellows 
composing tho  Societies in th e  U nited  K ingdom , just g rouped  
toge ther in th e  B ritish  Section of tho Theosophical Society, fo r 
o rganizing  an d  ex ten d in g  the theosophical movem ent. Ho and

4



l i is  B ritish  colleagues are  fully convinced th a t th is step  will resu lt 
in  m ateria l benefit to th e  cause of the  Society. T hey believe tlia t 
i t  would be most advantageous to ex tend  th e  system  to the wholo 
fam ily  of B ranches th ro u g h o u t the  w orld. They also th in k  th a t  
th e  full executive au th o rity  should be resto red  to the  P resid en t. 
I t  was fu rth e r  th e ir  opinion tlia t Fees and. D ues should be abol
ished, and  the Society be placed upon a basis of vo lun tary  support. 
As the  P res id en t h ad  in tim ated  th a t he in ten d ed  to  place him  on 
th e  Com m ittee for the  am endm ent of th e  Buies, he w ould not m ake 
a n y  fu r th e r  rem arks a t p resen t.

The following are the  Rules adopted by  th e  B ritish  Section.

B ules of the B ritish S ection.
1. T he B ritish  Section of th e  Theosophical Society shall 

-consist of all Fellows of th e  Theosophical Society resid en t in  th e  
U n ited  K ingdom  of G reat B rita in  and  Ire lan d ,

2. F o r all purposes of organization, th e  Section shall consist of 
.all b ranches of th e  Theosophical Society w ith in  th e  above lim its, 
p rov ided  th a t th e  said  b ranches shall be d u l y  charte red  by tho 
Theosophical Society, or by such o ther a u th o rity  as shall bo 
d e p u te d  for th a t purpose.

8 . The governm ent of th e  B ritish  Section shall be  vested  in  a  
Council. The Council consists of th e  following : T he P residen ts

>of B ranches, ex-officio; one delegate from  each B ranch  for every  
tw enty-five m em bers, th e  G eneral S ecre tary , and such unofficial 
.m em bers of the  p resen t General Council of th e  lh eo so p h ica l 
Society as are residen t in  th e  U nited  K ingdom . T he Council is an  
in teg ra l portion  of tho  G eneral Council of th e  Theosophical 
Society ,

4. T he G eneral S ecre ta ry  shall be elected  annually  by th e  
Council, and  du rin g  h is tenu re  of office shall have  th e  vo ting  
pow er of a m em ber of Council, and shall be responsible for tho  
c a rry in g  on of th e  rou tine  business of th e  Section, and for tho 
due execution of all in structions conveyed to  him  by  th e  Council.

5 . T he  G eneral S ecre tary  shall fu r th e r  keep  a reg is te r of all 
m em bers of the Section, and  it  shall be th e  du ty  of S ecretaries of 
b ranches to  fu rn ish  h im  from  tim e to  tim e w ith  the  nam es 
.and addresses of m em bers of th e ir  b ranches. T h is reg is te r shall 
b e  open to  th e  inspection of P residen ts of b ranches.

6 . No person shall be  considered a m em ber of th e  Section 
whose nam e is not on th e  lis t of G eneral S ecretary .

7 . The Council of th e  Section shall m eet in London d u ring  tho  
m onths of A pril and  N ovem ber, and a t  such o th e r tim es as may bo 
considered  expedient. N ote  of such m eetings, to g e th e r w ith  
no tices of any resolutions to  be m oved, or business transac ted , 
shall be  forw arded to every  B ranch, a t  least tw enty-one days 
'before th e  date  fixed for such m eeting. Special M eetings shall be 
sum m oned by  th e  G eneral S ecretary , a t  th e  req u est of the  
rep resen ta tiv es  of any two Branches> in  w hich case notice shall be 
g iven  to  all b ranches, as above.

8 . A t m eetings of th e  Council, th o  m em bers p re sen t shall elect 
th e ir  C hairm an fo r th e  m ee tin g ; d u rin g  such election th e  G eneral

Secretary  shall take  the  Chair pro-Lem. ; tlio quorum of tho Council- 
shall consist ol one rep resen ta tive  from each of two B ranches,

J). Lach M em ber of the Council has ono vote on auy questions 
about which a division is tak en . Proxies, general or special, slialL 
be allowed. In  case of a tie, th e  m otion shall stand ad jou rned .

1 0 . The Council of the  Section shall have pow er to issuo 
charters  to  B ranches and diplom as to M em bers. I t  shall fu rth e r 
have pow er to  suspend charte rs  or th e  diplomas of u n a ttach ed  
m em bers, p end ing  an appeal to th e  P resid en t Founder.

11. E ach  B ranch  shall determ ine for itse lf the  qualifications o f 
its M em bers or Associates. B u t no M em ber of the Section shall 
have pow er to vote or be elig ib le to office in  more than  one B ran ch .

12. A ll difficulties or questions a ris in g  w ithin b ranches or b e 
tween u n a ttach ed  M em bers of th e  S ection , m ay be re fe rred  a t th o  
desire of e ith e r p a rty  to the  decision of th e  Council of th e  Section, 
A nd final appeal shall lie to the  P residen t-F ounder.

13. The Section shall have its  head -quarters  in London ; w hero 
a room or rooms shall be provided and  fu rn ished  as a read ing - 
room for th e  use of m em bers of the  Section. A L ib rary  of works- 
on Theosophy and  Occultism  shall be fo rm ed  for th e ir  u s e ;  th o  
expenses being  defrayed  out of th e  funds of th e  Section,

J4.  ̂The expenses of th e  Section shall be defrayed  by an annual 
subscrip tion from  each m em ber thereof. In  the  case of m em bers 
belonging  to a B ranch, th e  secre ta ry  of th a t  B ranch shall be res
ponsible to th e  Council for th e  collection of th e ir  subscriptions.

35. T he A nnual S ubscrip tion  of each  m em ber of the  Section 
shall not be less than  5s. p e r annum , b u t m em bers resid ing  w ith in  
20 miles of London shall pay an add itional subcription of 5 s . ; th is  
being  sub jec t to th e  action of th e  Council in special cases.

16. The con tribu tions of th e  Section to  the Theosophical 
Society shall be su b jec t to th e  action  of tho  Council from  tim e to  
time.

17. A lte ra tio n s of these B uies m a y b e  m ade by tho Council, 
sub ject to the  provision as reg ard s  notice, as above specified.

A r c h i b a l d  K e k j i i t l e y ,  Gen. Sec. p ro -te m

FRANCE.
H eport of the H ermes TnEosormcAL S ociety.

The B aroness de Kroum m ess, hav ing  been appointed b y  tho 
P residen t Special D elegate for th e  F rcnch  Branches, read  th e  fol
lowing repo rt of th e  “ Societe Theosophique H erm es.”

To T he P resident-F ounder.— Conform ably with your req u est 
we have the  honor to subm it to the G eneral Council of th e  
Theosophical Society, the  re su lt of our reflections upon th e  subject 
of the developm ent and  fu tu re  of Theosophy in  F rance.

W e m ay count upon a  solid developm ent of Theosophy in our 
country, p rovided th a t we m ake a  forecast of the  elem ents w ith 
which the  m ovem ent is obliged to reckon. These are, in a word, tho 
advanced m inds, th e  th inkers and  seekers of every  school, indepen
den t philosophers, socialists, litte ra teu rs, who a re  capable of u n d e r
stand ing  and app rec ia ting  th e  beauty  and  g ra n d e u r of the doctrines 
w hich Theosophy b rin g s to lig h t, $uch  persons as have a position



or a sectarianism to defend are, and always will be its bitter 

enem ies; wliile the official scientists and the clericalists will always 

do their best to cover it with ridicule while pretending to ignore 

the lofty aims which it has in view.

Thus all such as a re  accustom ed to b rave prejudices will be 
easily  drawn tow ards Theosophy, and  we should particu larly  include 
in  this category  the  la rg e  group  even of Spiritists. Spiritism  is 
covered w ith  th e  m ost p rofound rid icule in  F rance  by the  science of 
the Academ ies, and  it  needs a  certa in  courage to confess openly th a t 
one is in teresting  him self w ith  it. Y et th is has no t p reven ted  a 
very  w ide form ation of groups of Spiritists in  our c o u n try ; so truo  
is i t  th a t  the  rea lity  of phenom ena has g re a te r  influence upon the  
lium an m ind th an  th e  denials of th e  scientists.

H ow ever, m any superior m inds soon came to  lea rn  th a t Spiritism  
is  only a beg inn ing , an  a lp h ab e t whose developm ent they seek 
anxiously  to  discover. These are  a t once a ttra c te d  to Theosophy 
a n d  form  the  m ost solid nucleus of its  defenders and  proselytes.

F o r th is  reason our first d u ty  is to avoid a lienating  from  us by 
ind iscree t and unreflec ting  a ttacks, th is  precious source of power, 
a n d  to act theosophically  w ith  to lerance and  persuasion, so as to 
th row  new glim pses of life in to  th e  m inds w hich h ad  been h ith erto  
opposed to our doctrines.

I t  is th e  S p iritists of th e  provinces who are  likely  to en ter th e  
local B ranches in th e  capacity  of enqu iring  associates, and  who, 
w hen  once en ligh tened  by  th e  teachings of Theosophy, will become 
ed u ca ted  and  serious Theosophists capable of founding new 
branches.

T here is, m eanw hile, a  g re a t gap  for us to  fill. W e to ta lly  
lack  in  F rance  elem entary  books in  which our ideas will be clearly  
exposed, and  th is is one of the  im pedim ents to  our expansion.

M adam e B lavatsky’s “  Isis U nveiled” and  “  S ecre t D octrine,” and  
M r. S in n e tt’s “  E soteric  B uddhism ” are  no t y e t tran sla ted , and, n o t
w ith stan d in g  th e  lapse of so m uch tim e, are  no t y e t in the  w ay of 
b e in g  so. This is, nevertheless, a  necessary  p re lim inary  to  th e  
ra p id  developm ent of th e  Society.

The H erm es T heosophical Society in tends to  rem edy th is s ta te  of 
th in g s  in  proportion  to  its  m eans. I t  is a rra n g in g  for freq u en t 
lectu res upon th e  E so teric  D octrine, and  will exp an d  the  studies of 
its  m em bers to  the  fu ll ex ten t of its  pow er. W ith  th a t  purpose 
i t  has a rranged  for m onth ly  m eetings in w hich a re  to  be discussed 
a n d  trea ted  all in te re s tin g  questions b ro u g h t fo rw ard  by m em bers 
of th e  Branch, and  w hen a  sub jec t of special im portance arises it 
w ill ask the  advice of th e  C o-Founder and  in te llectual D irectress 
of th e  Society, M adam e B lavatsky , who we tru s t  w ill aid  w ith h e r  
lea rn ed  explanations h e r  b ro th e rs  in  F rance , w hom  she finds ready  
to  le a rn  and  to w ork.

S uch  a re  the  bases of our w ork npon w hich we rely  m uch 
to  rap id ly  form  new branches an d  speedily  organize F ren ch  
Section  of th e  G eneral C ouncil; an  ind ispensable step  if we w ould 
d o y e  fo rw ard  safely and profitably  in  our g re a t w ork.

G. E N C A U SSE ,
Corresponding Secretary»

The Secretary then rerul the Financial Keports, as follows 

A N N IV E R S A R Y  F U N D .

2 7 th  D ecem ber 1887 to 2 Gth D ecem ber  188S.

R E C E I P T S . A m o u n ts . e x p e n d i t u r e .

To B a la n c c  in  h a n d  
D e c e m b e r  1887 

S iv a g a n g a  B ra n c h

2 7 tl

, M ad u ra  
, A doni 

Arcofc 
, P o o n a  
, M a d ra s  
, N e llo re

d o
d o
d o
d o
do
do

B a n g a lo re  C ity  d o  
G o o ty  d o
B a r isa l d o

„  G alle d o
„  G u n tu r do
j, I lo s h a n g a b a d d o
,, C a lc u t ta d o
,, T o d a b e t ta d o
,, A n a n ta p u r d o
„  F y z a b a d d o
,, C h itto o r do
,, B h a u n a g a r d o
,, C o m b aco n u m do
,, D m n ra o n d o
,, D a k s h e n e s w a r  d o
,, B e n a re s d o
„  S e o n ic h a p a ra do
,, P o lla c h i do
,, U d a m a lp e t d o
,,  C o im b a to re d o
„  H y d e ra b a d d o
,, M a la b a r d o
„  N a g p u r d o
,, B o m b ay d o
p, S im la d o
,, M a s u lip a ta m d o
,, B o la ra m do
„  O d essa d o
,* D acca d o
,, K u rm a c h a l d o
j, B u la n d s h a h r d o
„  S a n a ta n  D a rin a  sa b h a  d o
,, S a ty a  M a r g a  B ra n c h
„  L a h o re d o
„  B e h a r d o
„  B e rh a m p o re d o

J e s s o re d o
„  J a m a lp o re d o

J a lp a ig u r i d o
,, B a n g a lo re  C ontonm cnfc
,, S a T v a h itk a ri B ra n c h
„  l to h ilu n d do
„  A tra a b o d h d o5, M e e ru t d o

960
4
3 
2  
1

46
30

8
2
8
2

24
35

6
33
2 2

5 
1 0

9
1
2

30
4  
4  
4  
G 
7
4 
3
7 
1

12
3

28
2
1
1
5
8  
8

15
1

15
23

5
11

3
26
10
1 0
17
7

Amount s .

(P e r m a n e n t  F ix tu re s .)  
B e n c h e s  o rd e re d  fro m  C a lle  
P r in t i n g  T w e lf th  a n n iv e r  

e a r y  r e p o r t  
S ta t io n e r y  
P r in t in g  G o ld e n  R u le s  o f 

B u d d h is m  
V is is h ta d v a i ta  C a tec h ism  .. 
C o n v e n t io n  c irc u la rs  
P i c tu r e  f r a m e s  
E x t r a  W ag es  
C o lo rin g  a n d  W ritin g  l e t te r s  

o n  th e  s h ie ld s  
L ic e n s e  fo r  P a c h a y a p p a ’s 

llall
F r e ig h t  on  L ig h t  on  th e  

P a th ,  in  S a n s c r it ,  a n d  B nd  
d h is t  C a tec h ism , in  H in d i 

S u n d r i e s : C a r th ire , la m p s  
z in c -s h e e ts  e tc  

S u p p lie s  o f v a rio u s  k in d s  
b o u g h t  fo r  th e  C o n v e n 
t io n  o f  1887-8

RS.

19

94
17

1 2
43

5
6  

27

12

145

13

2  G 

9  3

0



A N N I V E R S A R Y  F U N D .  (Continued).

27 th  December 1887 to 2Gth D ccem bcr 1888.

R E C E IP T S . A m o u n ts , E X P E N D IT U R E . A m o u n ts .

RS. A. p. RS. A. P.

T o  S .M e e n a k s h is u n d a ra m ly e r
P a ra m a k u d i 3 0 0

j, B a ro n  F ig a n ie ro 7 0 0
„  L ondon  B ranch. 18 5 7
„  H e rm e s  do 10 2 5
,, E d w a rd  E v e y  ( I lo b a r t)  ... 13 12 0
,, In d iv id u a l  m e m b e rs 94 2 9
j, I n t e r e s t  011 A n n y . F u n d — __

in  P o s ta l  S a v in g s ’ B a n k T o ta l  ... 394 H i
fo r  1887-88 2 6 5 0 B a la n c e  ... 1,273 15j 2

1 ,668 1 1 1,668 1

D O N A T IO N S  TO  T H E  S O C IE T Y ,
2*7th  D ecem ber  1887 to 2 6 th  D ecem ber  1888.

R E C E I P T S . A m o u n ts .

R u s to in j i  K . M od i (B o m b a y ) . . .  ... 5 0 1 0Thom B  G re en  (N ew  Z e a la n d )  . . .  . . . 3 8 l 0
W . H . N e w la n d s  (M e lb o u rn e ) 7 2 0
S . Y e n c a ta p a th i  I y e r  (N a m k a l)  ... 6 0 0
P h e ro z e sh a w  R u s to m ji M e b ta  (B o m b a y ) 25 0 0
C . S a m b ia h  C h e t t ia r  (M y la p p u r ) . . . 50 12 0
A p p a ra s u n d a ra  M o o d elia r (R o y a p u ra m ) ... 0 4 0
S a m u e l  J o h n so n  (N e llo re )  . ..  ... 0 11 0
B a r o n  F ig a n ie re  (F ra n c e )  . ..  ... ... 7 0 0
M ad a m e  M o u lto n  (F ra n c e ) 73 13 0
A  G e rm a n  F . T. S. . ..  . . .  . . .  £  50 744 2 11
A n  E n g l is h  F . T . S. . ..  . ..  . . .  £  5 74 6 9
F r a n s is c o  M o n to b i H o g a n s  (M a d rid ) 28 0 0
A n a n ta l a l  N a th j i  M e h ta  (B h a u n a g a r )  . . .  . .. 84 0 0
A  F r ie n d  o f d o  . . .  ... 8 0 0
B e z o n ji  A d e r j i  (S e c u n d e ra b a d )  . .. 10 0 0
M r. S in n e t t  (L o n d o n ) 120 C o p ie s  o f  E s o te r ic  B u d d h ism 345 0 0
3Vtr. A  H u m e  (S im la )  157 do  o f  H in t s  o n  E s o te r ic  T h e o s o p h y  N o l  ... 137 6 0
D o  D o N o. I I 109 '6 0
N egapafeam  B ra n c h  830  d o  o f P a s t ,  a n d  P r e s e n t ,  F u tu r e ,  in  T a m il ... 51 14 0
D o . F .  H a r tm a n n  (G e rm a n y )  500  C o p ie s  o f M ag ic 311 8 0
C o l. D . M. S tro n g  (C a lc u t ta )  do  c o p ie s  o f M o n a  S in g h  . .. 187 18 0
D e w a n  B ah a d u r P . S r in iv a s a  R o w  20 0 0  co p ie s  o f A ry a n  M o ra ls 62 8 0
R a m e s h w a r  P ra s a d  (A lla h a b a d ) 6 0 0  do  o f s a y in g s  o f G re c ia n  s a g e s  N o. 37 8 0
D o . Do. N o . I I . 45 0 0
S id h e s h w a r  G hosh (C a lc u tta )  56 c o p ie s  o f  A n im a l L ife  . ..
B a b u  N . K . B an e rji (B h o w a n ip o re )  2 0 0  d o  o f C a te c h is m  of H in d u is m

21 14 0

in  B en g a li 75 0 0
D o . D o , 30 cop ies o f T a tw a s o p a n a  in  Do. . ..  ... 5 10 0
D o . D o . 10  do  of P r a s n o th a r a  m a la  . ..  . . .  ... 1 4 0
D o - D o . 12 cop ies of S e lf  C o n tra d ic t io n s  o f th e  B ib le 2 4 0
D o . D o . 20  cop ies of H in t s  o n  E s o te r ic  T h e o so p h y  in  H in d i . 20 0 0
D o . D o. 100 do. of S e lf C o n tra d ic t io n s  o f th e  B ib le  in  U rd u 12 8 0
D o . D o. 10 0  do. of C iv iliz a tio n  t h a t  In d ia  N e e d s 6 4 0
D o . Do. 100 do  o f T a tw a  B odh  in  U rd u 6 4 0
D o . Do# 1 00  d o  o f P a s t ,  P r e s e n t ,  F a tu r e  in  H iiid i 12 8 0

T o ta l  ... 2 ,578 13 8

R E C E I P T S . A m o u n ts . E X P E N D IT U R E . A m o u n ts .

RS. A. p. RS. A. p .

T o B a la n c e  in  h a n d ,  2 7 th L o a n  r e tu r n e d  to  S o c ie ty ’s
D e cem b er 1887 ............. 789 15 4 F u n d ................................. 20 0 0

M . R a ja r u th n a m  (b in d e r ) C h a n d e lie r  ................................ 93 4 O
re fu n d e d 10 0 0 E n g lish  a n d  o th e r  W este rn

S . G o p a lae h a rlu  (B a n g a lo re ) .. 10 0 0 b o o k s  b o u g h t fo r  th e
C lii t to re  B ra n c h  m e m b e rs  ... 2tf 0 0 L ib r a r y  ................................ 386 1 0
S u ra j N a ra in  B a h a d u r F r e ig h t  on  d o . a n d  on  books

(L u ck n o w ) ....................... 5 0 0 p re s e n te d  ...................... 56 12 7
K . M . S h ro ff (B o m b a y ) 10 0 0 S a n s c r i t  b o o k s  b o u g h t 153 7 0
C. S a m b ia  C h e t t i a r  (M y la p u r) 50 0 0 F r e ig h t  o n  D o ................... 3 15 0
D e w a n  B a h a d u r  P .  S r in iv a s a C a r e ta k e r  ............................. 117 0 0

R o w . ... 75 0 0 P a n d i t  ....................... ’’’ " 322 0 8
E x  R a ja  o f Y e n c a ta g ir i 100 0 0 P a n d i t ’s t ra v e l l in g  e x p en se s 190 0 0
E d w a rd  W . P a r k e r  (A rk a n s a s ) 293 14 0 B ra ss -s m ith  a u d  C a rp e n te r .. . 57 4 0
R e d m a n  S u r ia  R ow B in d in g  bo o k s  ...................... 52 14 0

(V e n u k o n d a )  ....................... 45 0 0 C a ta lo g u e s  a n d  c irc u la rs 17 0 0
M . S u b b a ra m a n ia  P i l la y S u n d r ie s  (B ra ss  sh ee ts ,

(C o ta y a m ) ....................... 2 0 0 p la te s , k n o b s  e tc .) 51- 0 9
C ol. O lc o tt’s le c tu re  on  G h o sts 54 0 0
A n a n ta r a m  G h o sh  (G ya) 25 0 0
11. S iv a s a n k a ra  P a n d ia

(M a d ra s) ....................... 1 0 0
B aro n ess  K ro u m m e ss

(A d y a r)  ...................... 10 0 0 _ __
L o an  fro m  S o c ie ty ’s F u n d  ... 20 0 0 1,523 11 1
I n t e r e s t  a c c o u n t ........................ 23 5 0

B alan ce . 26 7 3

1,550 2 4 1,550 2 4

T . S U B B A  R O W  M E D A L  F U N D . 

27/7i D ecem ber 1887 to 2 Gth D ecem ber 1S88.

R E C E IP T S . A m o u n ts . E X P E N D IT U R E . A m o u n ts .

RS. A, P. RS. A.
1
ip*

T o  B alanco  in  h a n d 570 7 0 B y  N il L
„  I n t e r e s t  o n  th e  S a v in g s ’ 

B a n k 21 6 0 ,, B a lan c e  in  B a n k 591 13
1 0

T o ta l  R u p e e s .. . 591 13 0 T o ta l R u p e e s ... 591 13 0

L O A N S .

T o  M r. D c v ip ad a  R o y  o f C a w n 
p o re 700 0 0 B y T h eo so p h ist  Office. 1,642 15 10

T h e  T heosophist O ffice ... 1,642 15 10 „  B a la n c o  ... 700 0 0

T o ta l  R u p e e s ... 2 ,342 15 10
1

T o ta l  R u p ees  ... 2 ,342 15 10



27£/i D ecem ber  1887 to 26 th  D ecem ber 1888.

R E C E IP T S . A m o u n ts . E X P E N D IT U R E . A m o u n ts .

RS. A.
RS. A. P.

T o B alance  in  h a n d .9 ,010 0 0
T . H e rb e r t  W rig h t (N a g p u r) . 10 0 0 I n te r e s t  p a id  to  S o c ie ty  ... 213 10 4
R . P a d m a n a b h a c h a r ry

(T re v a n d ru m .) 1 0 0 — —
0 . A u th ic a s a v a lu  R ed d y

(B o la ra m ) 5 0 0 213 10 4
P . Iy a lo o  N a id u  (H y d e ra b a d ) . 100 0 0
I n t e r e s t  on  P e r m a n a n t  F u n d . 141 8 3 B a la n c e .. . 9 ,267 e 3
I n t e r e s t  on  P ro m iss o ry  n o te s .. 213 10 4

T o ta l  R u p e e s  ... 9 ,481 2 7 T o ta l  R u p ee s  ... 9,481 9 7

T R A V E L L IN G  F U N D .

T o  R ece iv ed  c o n tr ib u t io n  fo r B y  P r e s id e n t -F o u n d e r ’s to u r
tr a v e l l in g  e x p en s e s fo r  *elf a n d  s e r v a n ts
o f th e  p re s id e n t - to  O o ty  a n d  d u r in g
F o u n d e r :— h is  s ta y  th e ro  

„  D o . T o u r  f io m  O o ty  to
344 5 1

D o . f ro m  C o im b a to re ... 11 0 0 M adras, v ia  P o la c lii ,
D o . ,, U dam ulpetf ... 12 0 0 U d a m a lp e t t  a n d
D o . j, P o lla c h i 

, ,  T h e  T h eo so p h ist  Offico ...
12 0 0 P a lg l ia t 84 10 G

2 2 0 0 0 ,, D o . P r e s id e n t ’s t o u r  to
,,  B a la n c e 1,571 4 0 E n ro p o 1,297 4 5

T o ta l  R u p e e s .. . 1 ,7 2 6 4 0 T o ta l  ... 1,726 4 0

G E N E R A L  A C C O U N T .

D r • 2 7 th  D ecem ber  1887 to 2 Gth D ecem ber  18S8. C r•

T o  B a lan c e  in  h a n d 2 ,857 8 0 B y  F o o d  e x p en se s  d a r in g  th e
,,  D o n a tio n s  to  th e  S o c ie ty y e a r  ................................. 770 13 5

d u r in g  th o  y e a r 2,578 13 8 ,, F e o d in g  a n im a ls  do . 432 13 4
,, G a rd e n  in c o m e  do . 116 0 0 ,, S e rv a n ts ’ w ages do . ... 998 2 1
,, E n t r a n c e  F e e s  do, 2 ,125 1 1 ,, R e p a ir s  a n d  new  b u ild in g . 651 4 G
„  S a le s  ( F u rn i tu r e ,  h a lf ,, S u n d r ie s  as  p e r  P .C . B ook. 968 9 0

-coach , e tc .)  do* 222 4 0 ,, F u r n i tu r e , 119 1 6
,, L o a n s  re fu n d e d 88 10 0 „ L o an  re p a id 1,612 15 10
„  F ro m  B ra n c h e s  to w a rd s ,, T ra v e llin g  e x p e n se s 1,726 4 O

tra v e ll in g  e x p e n se s  ... 155 0 0 ,, L oan  p a id  to  L ib ra ry  F ’d.. 20 0 0
„  I n t e r e s t  a c c o u n t fro m — —.

S o c ie ty ’s F u n d  a n d 7,329 15 8
p a r t ly  fro m  P e rm a n e n t
F u n d 263 7 7 „ B alan c o , 1,076 12 8

T o ta l R u p ee s ... 8 ,4 0 6 12 4 T o ta l R u p e e s .. . 8 ,406 12 4

I  h a v e  e x a m in e d  a n d  a u d ite d  th e  a c c o u n ts  o f th e  T h c o so p h ic a l S o c ic ty  fo r  th o  
y e a r  c o m m e n c in g  f ro m  th e  2 6 th  D e ce m b e r 1887, a n d  I  h e re b y  c e r t i fy  th a t  th o  a c c o u n ts  
a ro  c o r re c t  a n d  t h a t  e v e ry  cliargc o f a n y  im p o r ta n c e  is s u p p o r te d  by  v o u ch o rs . T ho  
ite m s  o f r e c e ip ts  a r e  a lso  s im ila rly  s u p p o r te d .  T h e ro  w e re  som o s l ig h t  a r i th m e tic a l  
a n d  c le r ic a l e r ro r s  w h ic h  h a v e  been  p o in te d  o u t a n d  c o rre c te d .

R  R a g o o x a t i i a  R o w ,

'flic President then appointed Com m ittees on Library, Financcr, 
Subba Row M edal, and Rules.

A  number of congratulatory telegrams and letters were then 

read; after which thc Convention adjourned.

Second day, Friday, December 28 1888.

Tlie Convention met at Noon, and thc Secretary read further 

letters and telegrams, received since tlie day before.

The President called on the Secretary to read a resolution of 

the Bom bay  Branch, to thc effect that the President should 

urge upon certain ex-Fellows to resume their connection with the 

Society, and which he, the President, had been particularly 

requested to lay before the Convention. A  debate ensued, in 

which the unanimous opinion was expressed that such a step would 

be incompatible with the dignity of the Society. Thereupon M r . 

Harto moved, D ew an  Bahadur R . Ragoonath R ow  seconded, and 

Pandit N .  Bashyacliarya, and D ew an  Bahadur P. Sreenevas R ow , 

and Rai Barada Prasad Basu Bahadur, supported, a motion that 

tho document and the whole subject should be laid upon the table, 

which was carried unanimously.

To give the Committees time for their work, thc Convention 

then adjourned.

Celebration of tlie Thirteenth Anniversary.

The celebration of this year’s Anniversary was attended with 

more enthusiasm than any during the past three years. L o n g  

before the hour appointed Pachiyappa’s Hall was crowded and ifc 

is estimated that over a thousand persons were turned away for 

want of room. Th e  following was the Programme :—

I.— Concert by the Jubilee (Jayan Samaj.

11.— Addresses by Delegates from India, Ceylon, Europe and 

America.

I I I .— Sketch of Religion in Japan, in English and Japanese, by 

M r. Zenshiro Nogouchi, Special Delegate.

IV .— A ddress by the President, Coi,* Olcott.
The  audience, which comprised a considerable number of tho 

leading gentlemen ot‘ Madras, and ultimately packed every part 

of the Hall and the Terraces outside, seemed in a mood to be highly 

pleased, and was withal so orderly as to astonish Mr. Nogouchi, tho 

Delegate from Japan, who said he had seen nothing approaching it 

in his own country. The Concert of H in d u  Music was extremely 

good. The addresses were by M r. R . Harte of N e w  York , Pandit 

N .  Bashyacliarya, and Messrs. R . Sivasankara Pandiali, and P . 

Parthasarathi Iyengar, of Madras, N .  Ram aswam i Iyer, of Coimba

tore, Zenshiro Nogouchi, of Japan, and the President-Founder. 

Every good point was applauded to the echo, and an enthusiastic 

response was given to the powerful address of M r . Nogouchi. H e  

spoke in Japanese, but his address was afterwards read in English, 

and ran as follows :—

J A P A N .

B ro th e r  T heosophists and Hindu F riends,— I am very happy 

and much honoured to address you on the occasion of m y first 

visit to In d ia ; a lcind sacred inthe eyes and dear to tlie hearts of tho



Japanese  and all o ther B uddhists, as tlie b irthplace of the Founder 
of our religion, and tho country  w here his eloquent voice u tte red  
its  precious teachings. I  come from  the  “ L and  of the  R ising 
S u n ,” which lies tw en ty  days’ sail from here by th e  ocean, in the 
fastest steam ers. Y et it is no t to be considered as fu rth e r aw ay 
th an  a single yojana, or even the  w idth of th is hall, w hen we 
realize the fact th a t th e  tie  of a  common b ro th e rly  love really  
binds us toge ther in  a go lden  chain. T h a t tie  is our common 
in te rest in a g re a t m ovem ent for the  revival of religion, th e  
resuscitation of th e  m orality  ta u g h t an d  illu stra ted  by our 
ancestors, and  stric tly  illu stra ted  in th e ir  own lives. This m ovem ent 
is th a t  w hich was b eg u n  and  has, du ring  th e  p as t th irteen  years, 
been d irec ted  by th e  F ounders of the  Theosophical Society. I 
am  no t here  to  prove th a t  Buddhism  is a b e tte r  religion th an  
yours, b u t to te ll you som ething about th e  relig ious and  m oral 
s ta te  of my dear country .

W h en  you hear th e  fac ts yon will, I  am sure, g ive me and  my 
co-religionists your loving sym pathy  and  good wishes. F o r you 
will a t once recognize th e  tru th  th a t Ja p a n  is a t th is m om ent in  
alm ost exactly  th e  same condition as your sacred In d ia  was ten  
years ago, w hen Colonel O lcott and  M adam e B lavatsky  le ft 
A m erica and  came to  your shores. F o r ten  years th ey  have been 
h e lp in g  you to understand , an d  encouraging  you to  love, respect, 
a n d  defend  your relig ion from  its  unscrupulous enemies.

T hey  found  it  lifeless and  its  followers in despair. T hey have 
p u t  life  in to  its  enfeebled body and  courage in to  your h earts . 
Y ou w ere then  alm ost asham ed to confess yourselves H indus, b u t 
now  you are  p roud  to be so called. The day  of unchallenged  
slan d er and  m isrepresen ta tion  of th e  fa ith  of your fo refa thers has 
gone for ever. Y ou now, know ing  how m uch tru th  i t  contains, 
an d  w hat is your du ty  to your ch ildren  as reg a rd s  m aking  them  
u n d e rs ta n d  it, a re  b rave  and  confident to silence th e  lia r who 
a tta c k s  it. W e, Jap an ese  B uddhists, now ask  you to lend us th is  
w orker of social m iracles, th is  defender of religion, th is  teacher of 
to lerance , for a  little  tim e, so th a t he m ay do for th e  religion of m y 
co u n try  w hat he and  his colleagues have done fo r th e  religion of 
In d ia . W e are p ray in g  Colonel O lcott to come an d  help us; to como 
an d  revive th e  hope of our old m en, to  p u t courage in the  h earts  
of our young men, to  prove to  the  g ra d u a te s  of our colleges 
an d  universities, and  to  those who have been sen t to  A m erica and  
E urope for education, th a t  W este rn  science is no t infallible, and  
n o t a  substitute, b u t th e  n a tu ra l sister, of R eligion. H e is a B ud
d h is t of m any years stan d in g . H e has helped th e  B uddhists of 
Ceylon to  work a change fo r th e  b e tte r  in th e ir  re lig ion  so w onder
fu l, th a t  no one could believe it  w ithout go ing  to  th a t  Is lan d  and  
ta lk in g  w ith  the  p riests a n d  the  people. W h en  he first came 
th e re , in  th e  year 1880, th in g s  w ere worse for th e  B uddhists th an  
th e y  w ere fo r you in  In d ia , in  1879.

N ow  B uddhism  is reviving, th e  B uddhists a re  b eg inn ing  to be 
fu ll of hope an d  courage, schools fo r B uddh ist ch ildren  have sp ru n g  
u p  everyw here, societies have been  form ed, books a re  freely pub
lished, a sem i-weekly journal has been s ta rted  an d  has acquii'ed a

g rea t influence, an d  the Colonial (.iovernm ent has gazetted  tho 
W esak day of M ay as a B uddhist national holiday. Thisis the sort of 
help we need in J a p a n  as badly as a  starv in g  m an needs food. M r. 
L aurence O liphant, th e  E ng lish  en thusiast, a  b rillian t w riter, of 
m ystical and  relig ious tendencies, form erly  a m em ber of the  B ri
tish  P arliam en t, say s: “ A m o ra l pall shrouds this e a r th 's  surface, 
an d  it  is densest w hero our occidental civilization most prevails. 
J a p a n  was a re la tive ly  pure coun try  un til she felt tlie d e m o r a l i z i n g  
touch of W este rn  civilization, and  now how sadly has she deterio 
ra te d .”  I  am  sen t hero  by a very  influential national committee to  
beg  Colonel Olcott, ou r Am erican B ro ther, to come and give religious 
food to us. W ill you no t spare  him  to do th is  m eritorious work ?

The B uddhism  th a t  I  rep resen t is n e ith e r one of a corrupted  p ast 
nor of an  unborn  fu tu re , b u t one which is now w orking actively 
and  b rillian tly . I t  is generally  d ivided in to  two churches : tho 
G rea te r D octrine (M ahayana), and th e  Lesser D octrine, (H inayana). 
The countries w here the  H ig h er doctrine is believed are : Jap an , 
China P roper, Corea, T ibet, N epal, M antchuria , M ongolia, K ashm ir, 
B hu tan  and  Sikhim , L ieukhen  Islands, R ussian possessions, B ri
tish  possessions, D utch  possessions, and  Bali. Thc countries w hero 
th e  Lesser D octrine is believed by  th e ir  peoples are : Japan , Ceylon, 
U p p er and  Low er B urm ah, Siam, A nam , an d  am ong the  Ja in s.

Besides these, E u rope and  A m erica a re  now beg inning  to bo 
blessed by  the L ig h t of our L ord  B uddha, w hile Ceylon, Siam, and  
B urm ah a re  resum ing  th e ir  own ancien t religion— tho L esser 
D octrine. The coun tries in w hich both  th e  doctrines are  stud ied  
aro  Ja p a n  and  C h in a : and  m ost useful w ritings of B uddhism  
are  also k ep t in the  above tw^o countries. W hile  many p a rts  of tho  
la tte r  coun try  have  been devasted  by arm ies in m any wars, Ja p a n  
rem ains unharm ed . M y country , therefo re , has go t so good a 
rep u ta tio n  th a t i t  is s a id : “ I f  you wish to  read  B uddhist w ritings 
th en  go to Ja p a n  ; th e re  n o th ing  is fo rb idden  to be read .”  B ut I  
am very  sorry  to  say th a t Ja p a n  and  China rem ain conten t 
w ith  only tran sla tio n s of the  B uddh ist w ritings, and there aro  
none w ritten  in  th e  orig inal S an sk rit and  Pali.

Jap an ese  B uddhism , w hatever its sects, follows thc  H ig h er 
d o c tr in e ; an d th e  L esser doctrine is used as a common-school lesson 
a t  p resen t. I  am proud  to say th a t  m y country , unlike o ther coun
tries, keeps itself acquain ted  w ith  bo th  doctrines.

In  Jap an ese  B uddhism  are  m any sects, such as : Zen, Shin,
J i, Shingon, Jodo, N ich iren , Tendai, Hosso, Y udsznen-butsu, and  
each sect has m any  branches, except Shingon, J i, Y udsznen- 
bu tsu  and  Hosso.

In  th e  Jodo  sect, Jodoshuha, and  Seyzanha are the  branches.
In  th e  Zen sect, R inzaiha, Sotoshu and O baku are  the  branches. 
M oreover, R inzaiha is divided into ten small branches, as follows : 
Tenriu jiha, Shokokujiha, K enninjiha, N anzenjiha, M ioshinjiha, 
K enchojiha, T ofukujiha, D aitokujiha, E ngakn jiha , and Eigen- 
jiha. The Shin sect has also ten  branches as follows: H ongan jihu, 
O taniha, T akadaha, B utsukkojiha, Koshojiha, K ibclia, Idszm ojiha, 
Yam am otcha Jioshojiha, and  Sunpxontoha.



In  N ichiren  scct, N ichirenshuha, M iomanjiha, Komonlia, H ap- 
ponha, Y useijiha, H onriujiha, Fujufuscha, and  Fujufusekom onha 
a re  its  branches.

T he doctrine of the Shin scct is as follows : “ Believe th e  O ath of 
A m itabha B uddha, to rescue each and every m ind from m undane 
sinful states of this world, and bring  it to the  P u re  L and, and  only 
re ly  upon the suprem e pow er of A m itabha B uddha w ith  the  whole 
heart, and  give up ali idea of self-pow er.” This is the doctrino of 
th is sect. W henever death visits one who believes in th is tru th , 
he w ill be able to a tta in  B uddhahood a t th a t m om ent, and  th is 
is called “ Shintaim on.” A fte r accepting  th is tru th  persons aro 
recom m ended to keep to th e ir  occupation p roperly , and  to d ischarge 
th e ir  du ty , so as to be able to live in harm ony.

T hey should also cultivate th e ir  bodily health  and  reg u la te  th e ir  
fam ilies. They should keep order, and obey the  laws of the  G overn
m ent, and  do th e ir  best for the  sake of the coun try . This is 
called “ Zokutaim on.”

T he doctrine of the  Zen scct, or ra th e r the  general ch a rac te r of its 
doctrine, is briefly explained by  a special transm ission independen t 
of a common teach ing  and  no t established on any scrip tu re  or word. 
I n  short, it  is the  tru th  m ado ap p aren t by  one’s own th ough t.

The doctrine of the Shingon  scct is th a t, no m a tte r  w hether wo 
havo a t  p resen t the hum an body or not, if wc p ractise  th e  th ree  
secre ts of B uddha, the  p resen t body will become B uddha.

The doctrine of the  Jodo sect is to hope to be reborn  in the  P u re  
L an d  of A m itabha B uddha, th a t  is, by accum ulating  m erits in 
rep e a tin g  and  rem em bering  h is name.

The doctrine of th e  N ich iren  sect is th a t, in short, one should 
rem em ber th a t  his own body is the orig inal B u d d h a  (Honzon), 
th o u g h t is the  good law (Daimoku), and the  dw elling-place is tho  
P u re  L and  of constan t Calm L igh t (K aidan). Thus he should dwell 
in  the  D harm adlia ta , or sp iritua l s ta te  of his own th o u g h t.

T he doctrine of the  T endai sect is to encourage all m en, w h eth er 
qu ick  o r slow in understand ing , to exercise th e  p rincip le  of com
pletion  and  suddenness (endow w ith  four doctrina l d iv is io n s; ono 
o r all of w hich are  ta u g h t to  m en accord ing  to  th e ir  ability .) Tho 
object of the  doctrine is to  m ake men g e t an excellent u n d e rs tan d 
ing , p ractise  th e  good discipline, and  a tta in  to th e  g re a t f ru it of 
en ligh tenm ent. Thus they  can become useful to th e ir  country .

The doctrine of the  Y udsznenbutsu  sect is to  c ircu la te  am ong 
believers th e  m erits of rep ea tin g  and rem em bering  th e  nam e of 
A m itabha B uddha. I t  is said in th is sect th a t if wc b u t onco 
ca ll ou t H is nam e, th a t m erit will spread  itse lf over a ll th e  th reo  
th o u san d  worlds a t once.

T he doctrine of the  J i  scot is alm ost tho  sam e as th a t of tho 
Jo d o  sect, and  they rep ea t A im tabha B u d d h a’s nam e constan tly  
th ro u g h o u t the  hours of the  day. T herefore  th is sect is called J i  
(tim e) sect. The P itakas used in th is sect are  th e  sam e as those o£ 
th e  T endai sect.

T he doctrine  of the IIosso sect is to find out the m ean ing  of tho  
tru th  of the  c M iddle P a th ’ of tho V ydia M atra  (Y uisliiki), or tho 
Only K now ledge,

So many men, so m any constitu tions ; therefore  as m any differ
en t ways m ust th e re  be, ju s t as several patien ts need several 
medicines. O ur L ord  B uddha said th a t Buddhism  is like a golden 
staff which, th ough  b roken  into m any pieces, each one is still gold, 
and  when m elted to g e th er, they  will m ake a  golden staff again . 
In  short, all the  B uddh ist sects have the  same object, th a t is, 
salvation from all sins and  escape from ignorance to en ligh tenm ent 
th ro u g h  B uddha. To tu rn  from ignorance to en ligh tenm ent 
requires a long tim e, accord ing  to the  sou thern  B uddhist's belief, 
b u t our no rth ern  B uddhists say th a t it does not require a long 
tim e, b u t in stan tly  we should be able to a tta in  to Buddhahood by 
the  ways traced  out. Southern  B uddhists have a thorough  con
viction th a t the  H ig h e r D octrine was no t preached by B uddha, 
and  th a t five thousand  P itak as  of the  H ig h e r doctrine w hich aro  
ex tan t now in Ja p a n , in Chinese transla tions, m ust have been forged. 
I  say i t  is no t so. The H ig h er doctrine w hich is to be found in 
China and T ibet, w as tran sm itted  from In d ia , and it is identical.

Ih e re  is g re a t evidence to believe th a t th e  H igher doctrine has 
no t been fo rged  in the  n o rthern  countries. W hat is the  H ig h er 
doctrine ? I t  is very  difficult to  explain i t  in a lew words. I t  
teaches th a t by your m erits you not only save yourself b u t o thers 
from  all s in s ; while the  L esser doctrine teaches th a t salvation is 
to resu lt from  one’s own action. F o r instance, a woman is 
drow ning and  a  p ries t of th e  Lesser doctrine  cannot rescue h er 
lest ho should violate the  law  of his ord ination . B ut any man of 
the  H ig h er doctrine can rescue h er from  th a t  fa ta l danger, even 
a t  th e  risk  of the  loss of his own life.

Since an A m erican m an-of-w ar touched  the  shores of U raga , 
tho Ja p a n  of the  olden tim es has changed  its appearance and  p u t 
on a  foreign g a rb . The tendency  to change is rag in g  furiously  
from  the  soa-shore to the  in terior, and  from  town to village.

T he Em peror has left his old palace w hich was situated  in  
K iyoto, or Saikyo fo r Tokiyo, or Yeddo, w here was the old castlo 
th a t belonged to T okugaw a, b u t w hich is now rebuilt in E uropean  
style. H e abandoned  his a rtis tic  and  beau tifu l Japanese dress for 
the  E uropean  costum e. H o has changed  a ll the systems of Old 
Jap an . H e has new ly organized a C abinet, a Foreign D ep a rt
m ent, a  Hom e D epartm ent, a F inance D epartm ent, a W ar D ep a rt
m ent, a  N aval D epartm en t, a D epartm en t of Education, a D ep art
m ent of A g ricu ltu re  and  Commerce, a D epartm ent of Justice , a  
D epartm ent of Com m unication, an Im perial Household, a Senate, a  
B oard of A uditors, a  S ta tistica l B ureau, a B oard of D ecorations, a, 
B ureau, a  Colonial B ureau , C ity Offices, P refectures, W ard  
Offices, C ountry Offices, Com m unal Offices, Legations, Consulates, 
Custom Houses, P o st Offices, Civil Courts, Crim inal Courts, Courts 
of Peace, Courts of F irs t Instance , Courts of Appeals, Courts of 
C ausation, C ourts of C ontravention, Courts of M isdemeanor, Courts 
of Crime, H ig h  C ourts, besides m any Police Stations on th e  
E uropean  form s and  system s.

Y ou may suppose th a t, as the old E m peror has changed into a 
new Em peror, and  an  old G overnm ent changed  into a new G overn
m ent, the poople who s tan d  ujider their chairs must be expected



also to g e t new know ledge, tlia t is to say, European knowledge*. 
W ell, all Japanese aro now beg inn ing  to mould tlie ir m inds accord
in g  to  E uropean models of th o u g h t.

Sm oke curling  up from  m any chimneys, smooth brick  pavem ent 
in  m any roads, te leg raph  lines sp read ing  like spider webs, long  
trains, looking like sm all houses in  motion, la rge  steam ers liko 
iron-castles upon th e  surface of th e  sea, balloons th a t  m ake every
body th in k  of an enorm ous b ird , th e  sm oking of c igare ttes, d rin k 
in g  of w hiskey, w earing  of go ld  w atches, p lay ing  piano and  organ , 
(no m a tte r  how m uch harm ony is d istu rbed  by th e ir  own odd sounds) 
th e  u ndergo ing  of g re a t suffering by  w earing  small shoes, the  h an g in g  
of go ld  m edals on th e  chest,— all these are  the ou tw ard  signs of our 
change. To lea rn  Optics, Physics, E lectric ity , P h o to g rap h y , 
M agnetism , Chem istry, Biology, Archaeology, S u rgery , Geology, 
Palaeontology, M athem atics, M echanical Science, Economy, S tatistics, 
A stronom y, G eography, Philo logy , A nthropology, H isto ry , Logic, 
Philosophy, M oral Philosophy, M etaphysics, M aterialism , C hristi
an ity ,— these are  the  dom inant subjects now eng ag in g  th e  a tten tio n  
of Japanese , to  disguise a civilized country  in m odern garm ents.

This is th e  public opinion now in Jap an . Thus, you see, all 
people w ished for E uropean  know ledge in haste  and  eagerly, b u t 
m y coun try  could no t ob tain  th e  m eans sufficiently, fo r i t  was no t 
open to  fo reigners a long tim e. A t th is tim e of w an t and  h u n g e r 
A m erican  M issionaries supplied  them  w ith th e ir  w ants and  bribed  
them  w ith  m oney. T hey established D oshisha, which is a very  largo  
P ro te s ta n t U niversity , and  m any schools, nurse  schools, lib raries 
an d  churches. T hey a re  sca tte red  over alm ost all p a r ts  of Jap an , 
an d  th e  M issionaries are  converting  m any people an d  g iv ing  them  
elem entary  instruction .

B esides these, th e re  a re  R om an Catholics, no t to  speak  of 
o th e r C hristian  sects, who a re  w ork ing  for th e  conversion 
of th e  people. The Jap an ese  E m perors have h ith e rto  believed 
in  B uddhism , and  b u ilt m any  B uddh ist tem ples, w hich aro 
to  be seen m ostly in  K iyoto ; an d  m any P rinces and  P r in 
cesses becam e B uddh ist p riests  and  nuns ; of whom  some still 
rem ain  in  K iyoto. B u t th e  p resen t E m peror does no t rea lly  
believe in  B udddism . H e  has subscribed la rge  sums of m oney to tho  
B u d d h ist tem ples an d  churches. B u t i t  is no t for th e  advance
m en t of th e  cause of B uddhism  th a t  he gave money, b u t  as w ages 
to  those who g u a rd  th e  form er E m perors’ g raves, and  th e  ancien t 
relics and  m onum ents w hich are  k e p t in  those tem ples. E very  
B u d d h ist tem ple has funds, especially for the  observance of cere
m onies. R anks w hich w ere g iven  by the  form er E m perors wero 
ta k e n  aw ay from th e  C hurch au th o rities  by the  p resen t Em peror. 
T h e  B u d d h is t priests of th e  p re sen t day, b ask in g  in  th e  sunshine 
of w ealth  g iven  by the  E m perors, a re  spending m uch of th e ir  tim e 
in  p lay in g  flute, chess, d raw ing , an d  occasionally rep ea t th e  P ita k a  
before  th e  im age of our L ord  B uddha, though  ig n o ra n t of religion. 
T he p re sen t E m peror and his G overnm ent do not help  a t  a l l ; m ore
over, th e  feeble priests haye m ade m any opponents of the  m illions 
of B uddh ists.

Many of them  have become free-th inkers and m ateria lis ts ; and 
seventy-tw o thousand  and  one hundred  and  six ty-four tem ples are  
go ing  to decay, and  m any are a lready  in ru ins an d  cannot bfc 
rebu ilt. A bout one h u ndred  and seventy thousand  B uddhist 
priests arc  d is tu rb ed  from  th e ir long sleep by the m any opposing 
forces w hich a re  now iu motion in th e  phenom enally excited 
atm osphere of Ja p a n . They are now in a sta te  of confusion. 
Some have become laym en. Some tem ples are ren ted  to th e  
public. Some have been changed in to  E uropean hotels. B uddh ist 
w ritings and  P itak as , p roudly  k ep t in  th e  possession of tem ples 
an d  in veneration, a re  being sold.

B ut th e re  are  honorable exceptions am ong the priests, some are 
really  w ork ing  for B uddhism ; b u t they  are  few. W here is the  H igher 
doctrine ? The doctrine is there , b u t its  v ita l s tren g th  is very 
much reduced. Old J a p a n  is no m ore! The old g ran d eu r and 
p rosperity  of B uddhism , alas ! is no m ore visible. W h a t shall we 
do ? W h a t steps m ust we take  to  reform  the  B uddhists and  
give life to  B uddhism  ? H ow shall we w ipe off the  ru s t accum u
lated  on the  solid gold  s tru c tu re  of B uddhism , so th a t it m ay 
outshine th e  new  m ade brass s tru c tu re  they are try in g  to  
e re c t?  The first im p o rtan t step we m ust m ake is th e ° u n i 
fication of all B uddhists, no m a tte r of w hat sect th ey  are , 
no r of w hat country . Of course, i t  will be a  very  difficult 
task . T he second step  is to begin  to  m ake every p riest and  
laym an ed u ca ted ; and  this, too, is very  difficult, and  a  work of 
time. The th ird  step  is to re-convert th e  Japanese  to B uddhism : 
needless to speak  of its difficulty, in view of w hat I  have above stated! 
l h e  fou rth  step  is to encourage the  Japanese  to take  all th a t is 
good from  E urope, an d  to  re jec t all the  bad . Two opposing forces 
are  now w ork ing  to influence and m ould the  intellect of the  educat
ed Jap an ese— one asse rtin g  th a t ev ery th in g  European is good, 
and  th e  o th er the  co n tra ry . The balance of tho u g h t m ust change 
tow ards one scale o r th e  o ther, and  on th a t  th e  destiny of Jap an  
hangs. W h a t shall we do ? This is th e  echo of the cry  which is 
now rev erb e ra tin g  th ro u g h o u t Ja p a n . O ur B uddhist b ro thers 
have been aroused from  th e ir  long drowsiness, b u t there  is no help  
w ithin. To rescue ou r B uddhists from  th e  thraldom  of W estern  
vices we havo th o u g h t of only ono w ay. I  have h in ted  to you 
w hat th a t is ? I t  is to  ob tain  the  unselfish help of Colonel Olcott, 
th e   ̂ F ounder of th e  Theosophical Society, and R eform er of 
Religions. W e h ea rd  of th e  nam e of th is esteem ed and  honorable 
man, and of th e  good w ork his Society is doing for Buddhism  in 
Ceylon and  elsew here. A ll Japanese  B uddhists are now w aiting  
his visit, and  they  have nam ed him ( I m a s h a k a ) “ Bodhisafc of th e  
N ineteen th  C en tu ry .”  M y d ea r b ro ther an d  colleague, K inza 
H ira i, ex-Presidenfc of K iu  Society, sen t le tte rs  ask ing  him to give 
his services to  J a p a n  for th e  advancem ent of Buddhism . 
Mi'- 11 irai, w ith  th e  R everend  Sano, an  influential priest, a re  
form ing and  o rgan iz ing  a  branch  of th e  Theosophical Society afc 
K iyoto, and  they  are  w ork ing  vigorously in its  in terest. They have 
sen t me to this tw ice-blessed country  to a tten d  th e  A nnual Convention 
of the  Theosophical Society a t M adras, an d  a fte r  the close of its



Session to escort Colonel O lcott to my country, as a g u est of th is 
.Society. In  a few days I  shall be leaving th is for Ja p a n . M y stay  
here  and  among ray B uddh ist b ro thers in  Ceylon has been very 
agreeable, and I  leave you w ith  sorrow. I  shall n o t fo rg e t the 
hospitality  th a t I  have received here, nor the  b ro th e rs  w ith  whom 
I  have m ade lasting  friendship . L e t us help each o th e r an d  w ork 
m utually  for th e  advancem ent of our ancien t relig ions. W e, 
B uddhists, m ust form  a s trong  B rotherhood of co-religionists, of all 
p a r ts  of th e  w orld ; and for th e  realization  of th is  g ra n d  object, w ork 
earnestly , constantly , and  w illingly. W e m ust do good w ork for 
th e  sake of th e  world, as our L ord  B uddha did  an d  as Colonel 
O lcott, in  a  lesser ye t still m ost useful way, is doing. “ G ive me 
lib e rty  or give me d e a th / ’ said M r. P a tr ick  H enry , th e  A m erican 
revo lu tionary  pa trio t. I  will say  “ L e t me die or else do a  good 
w ork while liv ing .”

Z e n s h i r o  N o g u c h i ,  F . T . S.

Third day, Saturday, December 10,1888*
T he several Com m ittees h av ing  com pleted th e ir  labors, the ir 

R eports were read  in the  follow ing order, and  approved  :—
R e p o r t  o f  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  o n  t h e  A w a r d  o f  t h e  

“  T. S u b b a  Row ” M e d a l .

J P U R S U A N T  to the  R esolution of the  Convention of 1883 :
“ 'T hat a  m edal to  be called th e  ‘ T. S ubba Row* M edal, be 

annually  aw arded  to any  Fellow  of th e  Theosophical Society who 
w ould produce th e  best E ssay  on any one of the  th re e  follow ing 
subjects, n a m e ly :—

1. A ry an  occult scienco an d  philosophy.
‘ 2. B uddh ist esoteric philosophy.

3. C haldeo-Zoroastrian esoteric science and  philosophy.
4. Jew ish  K abala, and  esoteric in te rp re ta tio n  of th e  C hristian  

re lig ion .
The Committee have decided th a t  Mme. B lav a tsk y  is en

title d  to the  aw ard, for h e r series of articles en titled  “  T he Esoteric 
C harac te r of the Gospels,” ap p earin g  in  “ L u c i f e r , ”  Vols. I  an d  I I .

The Com m ittee fu rth e r  recom m end th a t  in  fu tu re  th e  m edal shall 
be aw arded on th e  follow ing te rm s :—

I. The m edal shall be com peted for each year, b y  E ssays 
w ritten  for th is purpose by  Fellow s of the  Theosophical Society.

I I .  Such Essays m ust reach  th e  E d ito r of th e  Theosophist 
n o t la te r  than  Dec. 1., each y ear, an d  shall be  m arked , “ T. S ubba 
R ow  M edal Com petition.”

I I I .  The best th ree  of th ese  Essays shall be selected by  th e  
P re s id e n t in  Council, and  shall be read  before th e  Convention ; th e  
M edal to  b e  given to the  best of th e  th ree  in  th e  opinion of the  
M edal Com m ittee.

IY . T he subjects prescribed b y  th e  resolution  shall be ta k e n  in 
ro ta tio n ,— one subject being proposed each year.

V . T he su b jec t for 1889 shall b e ; “ A ryan  O ccult Science, and 
Philosophy.”

^ I0  S(̂ e°tcd  Essay shall be published  each year by the 
Theosophical Society. * J

B. Bosu. [R ichard H arte.
b-Risii C handra. M anchersha K avasji.

TT Charles J ohnston, (Sec.)
H . S. Olcott, P . T. S.

Committee on F inance.
*° rc Po r  ̂th a t  we have genera lly  exam ined the accounts

T for the  y ea r en d in g  26th D ecem ber 1888, and found them  
correct. * o r  th e  com ing year, we beg  to  m ake the following* 
su g g e s tio n s :—  &

(d) I  here  shall be in fu tu re  only two account books k e p t ; aC ash  
A ccount, show ing details of expend itu re  in th e  body of the entries, 
according^ to th e  m odel subm itted  to th e  com m ittee by M r. P .
V enkata  Subbaya; and  a ledger as a t p resen t kep t, m aking provision 
however, for the several sub-heads under Society’s Fund.

I • ? i° r paym ents, for w hich separa te  vouchers are  no*
o jtam ab le , a separa te  p e tty  en try  book m ay be kept, and expendi. 
tu ie  under each head  signed  by  th e  d isburser.

(r) Receipts and  D isbursem ents should be num bered in th e  Cash 
Book consecutively th ro u g h  each m onth, and th e  num bers m arked on 
the vouchers. Dates^ of receip t and  p aym en t should be no ted  on 

ie \o u ch ers  for receip ts  and  d isbursem ents, respectively.
C. Sambiah.

. ^  R . S eshayer.
A d y a r ,  December 2 W i  1888. S .  R a m a s w a m i  A i y a r .

R eport of t h e  Executive Council.
r i lH P i  E xecutive Council makes), in com pliance with the Rules of
• ti ? nVL‘n t ,1011 of 1887> tlle following R eport of its proceed
ings th ro u g h o u t th e  p as t year. P

The Council m et ten  tim es. W ith  tho consent of the  T reasurer 
.md a fte r  the Gush A ccounts had been exam ined by M r. C ooper’ 
Oakley, and found correct, th a t gen tlem an  was empowered a s  

•special com m ittee of one, to employ a  clerk  to keep the Society’s 
books and accounts u n d er his personal d irection Such a clerk  
was obtained, and  has been em ployed th ro ughou t tho year a t  a sa la ry  
ot Rs l o p e r  m ensem  A n Inven to ry  of the  Society’s m oveable 
propei ty  was caused to be taken  by a professional Valuer, and  th is  
was_ found to be w orth, a t  auction prices, abou t Rs. 8  857-5-6 

Mr. feambiah C hetty , R e tired  S ub-E ngineer I). P. V  m ade an 
estim ate o t necessary  repairs, and  the  Council, upon his rep o rt 

ed an allowance oi Rs. 900 for u rgen t repairs. B y economical 
m anagem em eut M r. P  V enkata  Soobbiah has been able to mako 
them , as well as o thers le ft to  th e  P residen t’s discretion, fo r  tlio 
reduced  sum ot Rs. 651-4-6. ’ U 1 0

I h e  absence of the  P re s id en t from M adras on account of illness 
from M arch u n til Ju n e , in te rru p ted  the  sessions of Council- 
and th e  subsequent d ep a rtu re  of M r. O akley to the  Hills th rew  
the  whole bu rden  and  responsib ility  of su p erin tend ing  tho Society’s 
accounts upon M r. J .  \  ijia  K aghava C harlu. D espite the a rran g e-



inont whicli had been m ade to  relieve liim of tliis b u rd en  and 
responsibility , the whole care of these m atte rs  has rem ained  all 
a long  011 Mr. Chari u’s shoulders.

T rouble having arisen in E urope about Society business, th e  
Council requested  the P resid en t to proceed to F ran ce  an d  E n g lan d  
w ith  full discretionary  powers on its  behalf to settle  th e  difficulties 
and  to organize our m ovem ent 011 a more satisfactory  basis. H e 
re tu rned  in N ovem ber, reported  to th e  Council, an d  his official 
action was unanim ously approved and  ratified.

A t the  session of N ovem ber 25th Dewan B ahadur R . R ag h u n a tlia  
Row was appoin ted  a Com m ittee to au d it and  certify  th e  Society’s 
accounts. H e found them  correct and  his certificate is now before  
th e  Convention.

M r. Cooper-Oakley hav ing  resigned  from  th e  Society, M r. T. 
V ijia  R ag h av a  Charlu w as elected S ecretary  pro-tem.

D u rin g  the  year, M essrs. R . R ag h u n ath a  Row, N . B hashya 
C harya, an d  C. Sam biah C hetty , w ere elected M em bers of Council 
to  fill vacancies.

The Council, learn ing  th a t certa in  p ro p erty  h ad  been bequea thed  
to  th e  Society, b u t no t b e in g  satisfied th a t the  acceptance of i t  
w ould be judicious under th e  circum stances, has en te red  in to  
correspondence w ith  a local Fellow  of the  Society ab o u t it.

The Society’s income from  all sources d u rin g  th e  y ea r has been 
Rs. 7,399-9-8. The E xpenses, including  th e  em ergen t outlays for 
th e  P re s id e n t’s illness, and  his official v isit to E urope, w ere Rs. 
9,706-13-0. The Convention will a t once see from  th e  above th a t 
i t  is p rac tica lly  im possible to  comply w ith  the  w ish of the  la s t 
C onvention to  subm it an  A nnual B u d g et of Incom e and  E xpen
d itu re , w ith  ever-sh ifting  conditions affecting th e  one an d  tho 
o ther. T he Society has no fixed income, and  its expenses aro 
inev itab ly  controlled by  exigences whicli arise from  tim e to tim e 
unexpected ly . These considerations, and  a genera l survey  of the  
Society’s circum stances d u rin g  the  last four years, have led the 
Couucil to  the  conclusion th a t  i t  w ould be the  b e tte r  policy to 
a lte r  the  ch a rac ter of the  Council from  an E xecutive to  an  A dvi
sory one, and  restore  to th e  P resid en t the  powers th a t  he re lin 
quished in  th e  year 1885, in  o rd er to give the  p resen t schem e a  
fa ir tr ia l. A t the  Session of D ecem ber 9 th  in stan t, a  R esolution 
w as adopted, upon the  m otion of Dewan B ahadur R . R ag h u n a th a  
Row, seconded by Dewan B ahadur P . S reenevasa Row, to  recom 
m end tliis course to th e  Convention.

Resolutions w ere also adop ted  to  subm it fo r favourab le  conside
ra tio n  suggestions m ade by  th e  A m erican and  B ritish  Sections for 
th e  abolition of E n tran ce  Fees and  A nnual Dues, an d  for the 
re-o rgan ization  of th e  whole Society upon a  basis of Sectional 
D ivisions w ith an autonom ous charac ter, b u t dependen t an d  subject 
to th e  supervision and executive control of the  P re s id en t in Council, 
as rep resen ta tiv e  of the  collective autonom y of the  w hole Society. 
T he C ouncil is of opinion th a t  rad ical changes in th e  R ules aro 
needed, an d  recommend th a t  th e  whole sub ject be re fe rred  to a 
Com m ittee on Rules with instructions to rep o rt an  am ended Code 
to  the  p re se n t Convention, for its  approval.

In conclusion, the Executive Council congratu lates the Conven
tion upon the  encourag ing  aspect of the Theosophical m ovem ent 
as a whole, and  upon the  opening up of a new and prom ising field 
in Jap an , w hether the  P residen t is about to proceed, in company 
w ith M r. N ogouchi, the  special D elegate of the K iyoto B ranch of 
our Society in the  p resen t Convention.

A d y a r , ^  H . S. O l c o t t , President.
Dec. 1838. J  R .  R a g o o n a t i i a  R o w .

N . B h a s h y a  C h a k y a .
P. S k e e n  e v a s a  R o w .
C. S a m b i a h .

T H E  A D Y A R  L IB R A R Y .

a IH E  Com m ittee appoin ted  by the G eneral Council of the Theo- 
_ sophical Society on the 27th D ecem ber to recommend m easures 
for the  support and  extension of the A dyar L ib rary , have the  honor 

to subm it the follow ing suggestions for consideration.
1 . T hat the following Fellows form a Com m ittee for the m anage

m ent of the A dyar L ib ra ry  :—■
D ew an B ahadur R. R ag h u n a th a  Row.
R. S ivasankara  Pandia.
R . S. S hephard .
P a n d it N. B hashyacharya.
11. H a rte . Secretary ,

and the P rcsiden t-F ounder of the  Socicty as P resident Ex. Officio.
2. T h a t the whole of the  Staff of the  L ib rary  be under tho 

d irect orders of the  P resid eu t F ounder, an d  in his absence of any  
m em ber of the  Com m ittee duly authorized by him  in tlia t behalf.

3. T h a t all Fellows of the Society be appealed to th rough  tho 
P residen ts of the  B ranches to exert them selves for the purpose of 
collecting funds, books, and M SS. for the  upkeep of the  L ib rary .

4. T h a t the Suprem e and  Local G overnm ents be requested to 
furn ish  to the L ib rary  all books p e rta in ing  to  Oriental L itera tu re  
published by them .

5. T h a t an appeal be m ade to the M aharajahs and  noblem en 
of Ind ia , and  th e  Public generally , for help  in m ain tain ing  tho 
L ib rary  by sending orig inal M SS. in th e ir possession or copies of 
them , or by donations or subscriptions, and  th a t copies of tho 
Catalogue of the  books a lready  in the  L ib rary  be sen t w ith the  
A ppeal.

0 . T h a t all publishers of oriental books be requested  to furnish  
a Copy of each book published  by them .

7. T h a t till funds a re  available for the m ain tenance of tlio
L ib rary , the  Society m ain tain  it a t its own cost.

8 . T h a t the  staff of the  L ib rary  shall consist a t p resen t of a 
P an d it and  a L ib rarian .

9 . T h a t the P a n d it’s du ty  should be m ain ly  to collect M SS. 
and ed it O riental works and  prepare  Catalogues.

10. T h a t the  L ib ra rian  be responsible to  th e  President for th e
safe custody and  care of th e  books and M SS. in  the  L ibrary.



11. T hat tlie Committee should exert itself to bring- out at least- 
two publications annually.

N .  B h a s h y a  y a  C n A m ’A. C h a ir m a n .
R. H a v a n i  S .  S h e p h a r d , Secretary.
15. S h a n k  a k .
T. Y k n c a t a r a m a  A i y a x o a k .
L .  V e n k a t a  V a r a d a r a j u l u  N a y u d u .

A pproved.
IL  S. Olcott, P . T. S.

29— 12— 88.

T he R ules, as read  out one by one by the S ecre ta ry , wero 
d eb a ted  by  sections, am ended, and  voted upon. Tho P resid en t 
w as em pow ered, on m otion of M r. S. R am asw am ier, seconded by
S. R. R am akrishn ier, and  supported  by M r. Y. Cooppoosawmy Iy er, 
to  ed it th e  tex t, and  m ake necessary  corrections th ere in  beforo 
send ing  it  to th e  p rin te r.

T he P resid en t then  announced th e  appoin tm ents for officers of 
th e  E xecutive Staff, P res id en t’s Council, L ib rary  Com m ittee, and  
G eneral S ecre tary  and Council of the  Section in P a rtib u s.

T he follow ing R esolutions w ere passed :—■
Resolved .— T h a t the  B ranches in Ceylon be form ed into a separa te  

Section, an d  th a t M r. C. W . L ead b ea te r be the G eneral S ecretary . 
T his Section to be called the  “ Ceylon Section.”

Resolved .— T h a t the  P residen t in Council shall a t onco com m uni
ca te  to th e  In d ian  B ranches the  R ules adopted  by th e  C onvention, 
an d  ta k e  th e  necessary  steps to  organize those B ranches into a 
Section  o r Sections, w ith  th e  C harters, Rules, G eneral S ecre taries 
an d  Councils requisite  for th e  tran sac tio n  of business.

Resolved.— T h a t th e  P resid en t in  Council m ay from  tim e to  timo 
advance  sum s ou t of th e  P e rm an en t F u n d , to pu rchase  books for 
th e  L ib r a r y ; such sums to  be repa id  w ith  four p er cent in te res t ou t 
of the  L ib ra ry  fund  as funds shall becom e available.

U pon m otion, unanim ous votes of th an k s  w ere passed to Dewan 
B ah ad u r P . S reenevas Row, for his generous con tribu tion  tow ards 
th e  C onvention expenses, and  to R a ja  E sw ara Dass, fo r p ro cu rin g  
th e  loan of th e  A rcot S ta te  canopy.

T he P re s id en t then , in  an  im pressive m anner ad v erted  to th e  
w ork of th e  Session, bade the  D elegates farew ell, and  declared the  
Convention ad journed  sine die.

INTRODUCTORY EXPLANATIONS.
Thc C onvention of th e  Theosophical Society, held at A dyar in 

December, 1888, will be ever m em orable for the  bold and  thorough 
perform ance of the du ty  th ru s t upon it by the circum stances of tho 
Society’s developm ent. O riginally  a sm all and local g roup  of 
earnest and  sp iritually -m inded  men and women, the Theosophical 
Society has, d u rin g  th e  past th irteen  years, expanded into a g re a t 
B rotherhood, whose ram ifications cover the  whole world. This 
expansion has been a  n a tu ra l process of grow th, and th a t grow th 
has in some im p o rtan t respects taken  a direction neither foreseen 
nor in tended  by the  Founders. The Rules of the Society have 
frequently  been a lte red  an d  am ended, sometimes very considera
bly, b u t oftoner in a d octrina ire  sp irit th an  w ith the  in tention of 
g iv ing  tho Society itse lf opportun ity  to expand in a na tu ra l 
m anner. So little , how ever, has the Theosophical Society been 
dependen t for its g ro w th  upon forms and  ceremonies, or upon 
leading-sti ings of any  k ind , th a t the  curious and inadequate 
patchw ork of R ules a lread y  existing m igh t have sufficed it for 
m any years to come, h ad  n o t a num ber of circum stances conspired 
to absolutely  dem and such changes in the  Rules as would mako 
them  in rea lity  w hat th ey  professed to be-—the em bodim ent of tho 
princip les and  prac tice  of the  Society.

The circum stances in question are  briefly these :—■
F ir s t :  The form ation  of separa te  Sections of the Society in 

A m erica and  the  B ritish  Isles, w hich tho old Rules en tire ly  ignored; 
and  the existence of a  very  genera l feeling am ong the Fellows th a t 
th e  system  of local self-governm ent, thus inaugura ted , should be 
ex tended  to the  re s t of the  Society.

S e c o n d : The incom patib ility  which experience had shown to 
ex ist betw een the  o rgan ization  of the  Society in separate  Sections 
and  its governm ent by au  E xecutive Council, chiefly composed of 
H indu  gentlem on, resid en t in M adras, and  in which the P residen t 
occupied a  com paratively  subord inate  position.

T h ird  : The u rg en t necessity for reform  in the financial a rran g e 
m ents of the  Society, caused, in part, by the a b a n d o n m e n t^  
E n tran ce  Fees and  A nnual Dues in the case of the Am erican and 
B ritish  S ections; and, in p a rt, by the disinclination shown by  F e l
lows resid ing  in o ther place to fulfil th e ir  obligations to  th e  Society 
in tho face of these exam ples.

F o u rth  : The la te  o rd er of the  P residen t in Council in stitu ting  
a  separa te  division of th e  Society under the gu idance of the Corres
pond ing  S ecre tary , for th e  purpose of more particu la rly  a id ing  the  
p arties  in te rested  to ca rry  ou t the  th ird  object of the  Society.

These com bined reasons, to ge ther w ith  several m inor ones, 
induced  th e  C onvention, w ith  the  consent and  approval of th e  
D elegates from  tho A m erican  and  B ritish  Sections, to appoint a  
Com m ittee on Rules, com posed of H indu  gentlem en of national 
rep u ta tio n  and  of w hich Com m ittee tho D elegates aforesaid wero 
m em bers. Tho am endm ents proposod by  th is Committeo were,



afto r debate , accepted by the Convention in substance, and passed 
in tlie form in wliich tliey now appear as th e  R evised Rules 
of 1880.

In  several respects th is revision of the  Rules will ap p ear, afc 
first six-lit, to be of ra th e r a  rad ical character, b u t it w as found, 
both  by the Committee and th e  C onvention itself, th a t in view of 
the  a ltered  conditions in which the  Society now finds itself, tho 
work before them  could not be p u t off to ano th er year, nor be 
accom plished by any th ing  less th an  a thorough re-consideration  of 
the  old Rules in all the ir aspects and  applications.

I t m ust be borne in m ind th a t the  object of the  C onvention of 
1888, w hen it undertook the serious and  responsible task  of re
v ising  the  old Rides, was no t so m uch to devise am endm ents to 
d ifferent c l a u s e s ,  in order to m ake them  individually  m ore perfec t, 
as to m ake the  Rules as a whole expressive of the actual feelings of 
th e  Fellow s as a  body, and cause those R ules to cover and  legalize 
practices th a t had  grow n up in th e  Sections and B ranches, and  h a d  
acquired the sanction of custom, while they rem ained unau tho rised  
by the C onstitution and  Rules of th e  Society.

In  order, then , to  form a tru e  estim ate  of th e  w ork done by th e  
C onvention, it is necessary, no t so m uch to com pare th e  new Rules 
w ith  the  old ones, as to consider w hether the  new R ules a re  likely  
to  a tta in  th e  object, to accom plish which the  old ones fa iled ,— to 
provide, nam ely, for the  na tu ra l an d  spontaneous developm ent of 
th e  Society, in such a  way th a t self-governm ent of the  Sections and  
B ranches shall be combined w ith  th e  un ity  an d  so lidarity  of the  
Society as a  whole. If, bearin g  th is  im portan t point in m ind, th e  
Rules be critically  exam ined, it will be found th a t such is th e ir  
undoubted  tendency.

I t  m ust be rem em bered th a t tlie  Socicty has been, fo r somo 
years past, in a som ewhat peculiar position, ow ing to th e  ap p a ren t 
existence am ong its Fellows of two incongruous policies, o r p rin 
ciples, or theories, or spirits, as one m ay choose to call them . T he 
in troduction  of th e  au tocratic  elem ent, which is connected  iu  
th e  m inds o f  m any w ith  th e  h ig h e r gu idance of th e  m ovem ent 
though  seen to have been a  necessity  in th e  early  stages of the  
Society, has long been fe lt to be incom patib le w ith  th e  exercise of 
the  s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t  g u aran teed  to th e  Fellow s by  th e  S oc ie ty ’s 
Constitution and  R u le s ; and, indeed, w ith th e  profession of eq u a
lity  and  bro therhood m ade by  th e  Socicty itself. S till, it w as u n d e r
stood th a t th e  Society owed its b ir th  and  continued  ex istence to 
causes operating  chiefly on th e  sp iritu a l p la n e ; th a t  se lf-govein - 
m en t by  votes and m ajorities, w as com pletely a t  variance w ith  th is  
theory  of its  g o v ern m en t; and  th a t  any  o rgan ization  on such lines, 
w as ou t of touch w ith th e  influences com ing from  an o th e r, an d  a 
h ig h e r source. This paradoxical position of affairs, no t only gave  
rise to a p p a re n t differences betw een  th e  F ounders, th e  one re p re 
sen ting  m ore particu la rly  th e  esoteric, and  th e  o th e r  th e  p rac tica l 
a sp e c to f  th e  Society,—b u t it becam e th e  cause of rea l difficulties 
and  disputes am ong th e  Fellows, am ounting  a t  tim es, alm ost to  
th e  form ation of d is tin c t factions in  th e  Society.

This apparen t an tagonism  betw een the  esoterio and the exoteric 
aspects of tho Society is, in g re a t m easure, the  effect of a 
failure to perccive th a t  each has its own sphere, or p rov ince; of 
neg lec ting  to keep these  d istinc t in th e  m ind ; and of try in g  to 
b rin g  them  to the  sam e level in practice ; and  the problem  before 
the  C onvention was to  fram e such Rules as would enable each 
elem ent to develop freely  along  its own lines, w ithout in te rfe rin g  
with the  other, and  th e reb y  g iv ing  excuse o r opportunity  for any  
tendency to, separa tion  of the two to m anifest itself.

I t  was known and  acknow ledged by th e  Convention th a t the  
esoteric aspect of the  Theosophical Society is one which quite 
escapes the votes of m ajorities; which th e  eloquence of debaters 
cannot touch ; and  which is am enable to 110 Rules and Byc-Laws. 
I t  was fe lt by it th a t th e  work before it was to m ake as whole and 
sound, and as capacious as possible, th a t h itherto  som ew hat leaky 
vessel, th e  Theosophical Society in its exoteric aspect, into which 
it is th e  hope of all th a t  th e  precious w aters of know ledge and  
sp iritua l en ligh tenm ent m ay flow. In  a  w ord, it was accepted by 
the  Convention as th e  du ty  before it, to fram e such am en d m e n ts  
as would gain  fo r th e  R ules of th e  Society the support of its 
Fellows and  the  respect of th e  w orld a t  l a r g e ; and this, it hopes to 
have accom plished by m ak ing  the  R ules a  strong  fram ew ork upon 
which the  Sections, B ranches and  individual Fellows, may build up 
the  g ran d  edifice of Theosophy, according to the ir know ledge and 
opportunities, lig h ts  and  inspirations ; w hile it has left out of 
consideration the  reg u la tio n  of the  Society 111 its esoteric aspect, 
which is now acknow ledged to belong elsewhere, and to be in 110 
need of Rules and Byc-Law s, votes, m ajorities or resolutions.

B earing , therefore, in m ind the fa r t  tha t, under this new depar
ture, the  real function of the  Thcosophical Society is to bo a  s trong  
and healthy  body 011 th e  m aterial .p lan e , in which the tru e  'J he(£ 
sophical sp irit can m anifest itself, the  Convention, in its am end
m ents to the Rules, has endeavoured  to com bine freedom of action 
on the  p a r t of Sections, B ranches and  Fellows, w ith the s tren g th  
th a t conies from organ ization  of effort and un ity  of purpose. °

In  th e  fiist place, th e  wish of the  Fellows for self-governm ent 
has been respected, by m ak ing  the  Sections and  Branches as nearly  
autonom ous, in th e ir respective spheres, as is com patible w ith  the  
continued existence of th e  Society as a U nited  Brotherhood ; and  
th is has been done, no t by  in troducing  any  new principle, or 
even practice, b u t by confirm ing and ex tending  those a lready  in 
force in a  considerable an d  quickly grow ing p a rt of the Society 
w here they  owe th e ir  existence to the  free will and  untram m elled 
action  of th e  Fellow s them selves.

In  th e  second place, th e  equally  im portan t wish of the Fellows to 
have a  un ited  Society, w hich shall bo free from  the in te rn a l strife  
th a t  is b red  by  conflictof au th o rity  and division of counsels, andab lo  
to presen t a  firm and  solid fro n t to the  w orld, has been fulfilled • 
no t by any  novel m easures or experim ental legislation, bu t simply 
by  p u ttin g  th e  C entral G overnm ent back upon the  same basis on 
which it  stood d u rin g  th e  first ten, and m ost succesful, vcars of 
th e  Society’s ^existence. I t  was only in the year 1885' th a t the



P resid en tia l au thority  was placed ct in com m ission,” upon lho 
u rg e u t instance of a few persons, wlio tho u g h t th a t a division of 
th e  executive au th o rity  would be an im provem ent ; and, in tho 
opinion of the Convention, as, also, of the  Executive Council itself, 
an  experim ental tr ia l of nearly  four years has failed  to v ind icate  
the  innovation, and  fully justifies the  re tu rn  to tho sta tus quo ante .

The difficulty of com bining the  essentially  popu lar form  of 
G overnm ent a lready  estab lished  in the  Sections and  B ranches, 
w ith the  unham pered  d iscretionary  pow er wielded in fo rm er years 
by the  P res id en t, was no t so g re a t as m ight be supposed. On 
consideration, it was perceived th a t a  g re a t deal of the  u n certa in ty  
and  difference of opinion ex isting  am ong the Fellow s w ith  reg a rd  
to  the p ro p e r policy and leg itim ate  sphere of work of the  Society, 
h ad  been rem oved by th e  recen t form ation of the esoteric division 
thereof, th e  m em bers of which are no t dissociated in th e ir  theoso
phical lives from  the reg u la r  w ork of the  Society, b u t who, on tho 
con trary , will infuse into th a t wrork, and  into the B ro therhood a t  
la rge , a portion  of the  h ig h e r sp iritu a l en erg y  which charac terises 
them .

T he difficulty of the  task  d isappeared, fu rth e r, when it was recog
nised th a t th e  d istinction now m ade betw een the esoteric and  the  
exoteric aspects of the Society, le ft th c  Convention free  to ad o p t 
in  the  R evised Rules, if necessary, any of the  law ful exped ien ts 
usually  reso rted  to by Societies on th e  m aterial plane, for s tre n g th 
en ing  th e ir  o rganization  and  securing  th e ir  position iu the  w orld. 
So long as th e  au tho rity  of th e  P resid en t was liable to be quest
ioned or d ispu ted  in purely  secular m atters , in the nam e of any still 
h igher au th o rity , it was im possible for any Rule to enable  th a t 
officer to adequately  m aintain  his au th o rity  ag a in st the encroach
m ents of self-authorised m eddlers and  ag ita to rs, who fancied it to 
be th e ir  mission to d irect or revolutionize the Society ; b u t, onco 
i t  becam e acknow ledged, as it did w hen the  esoteric division way 
form ed, th a t  the  P residen t derives from  the  G eneral Council thp  
au th o rity  w hich cen tres iu his office, not only did it ap p ear perm is
sible for him  to defend th e  d ig n ity  and prerogatives of his 
office, b u t i t  becam e evident th a t to p rev en t the constitu tional 
au thority  en trusted  to him from being  encroached upon, o r fa llin g  
into abeyance, is no more th an  his d u ty  to those who elected  him, 
or confirmed his tenure  of office.

In  form ally resto ring  to th e  P resid en t much of his form er 
d iscretionary  power, the  C onvention h ad  in m ind two of the  fu n d 
am ental principles of popu lar g o v e rn m e n t; first, th a t any  pow er 
exercised by an individual officer o ugh t to be recognized as conferred  
upon him, and  not assum ed, as, ow ing to the  process of g row th , 
of th e  Theosophical Society was apparen tly  th e  case writh  its  
P re s id e n t ; second, th a t a person who is heldin sufficient tru s t  to bo 
e lected  to  pow er, should be supported  w ithout reserve in its  ex er
cise, how ever autocratic  it  may ap p ea r to some, fo r th e  simplo 
reason th a t  his pow er is liable to be tak en  from him  by those who 
conferred  it, should any abuse thereo f be a ttem p ted . In  the  caso 
of a P resid en t of the Thoosophical Society it may safely be said 
th a t it is im possible for tha t officer to in terfere  with the  autonom y

of th e  Sections and B ranches, fo r” th a t is jealously protected [by 
sta tu te . Thc functions of the  P residen t are  clearly defined in tho 
Rules, bu t, since these are  of such a n a tu re  th a t the ir adequate 
perform ance necessitates fu ll d iscretionary  pow er on his p a rt, 
sufficient powers have been conferred upon him  accord ing ly ; 
should, however, the  Society not be satisfied w ith the  discretion 
shown by the  P residen t, the  Rules provide the  necessary m eans 
for his re tirem en t a t any  m om ent, which, under the form er R ules 
could have been a ttem p ted  only by a revolt against his au thority , 
and, if he chose to resits, accom plished only by a revolution in tho 
Society.

The new Rules also provide for the  reg u la r election of the sue-, 
cessor to the  P res id en t in  office; a m ost im portan t point, since ifc 
reduces to  a  m inim um  the  d an g er of an  unseem ly s tru g g le  for tho  
office d u rin g  an  in te rregnum , and  tlie possible sp litting  up of th e  
Society into rival camps.

W hile , on th e  one hand , th e  Convention has’ m ade no new 'R ule  
w hich requ ires any m ateria l a lteration  in the  ex isting  Rules and  
Bye-laws of B ranches or Sections, on the  o ther hand , i t  has ren
dered  some im p o rtan t points clear and  com prehensible, aboufc 
w hich confusion ex isted  before. A m ong these, is the  natu re  of 
th e  Sections. The Sections owe th e ir  origin to two causes; 
firstly, the  difficulty experienced by the P resid en t and  o ther Officers 
a t  A d y ar in sa tisfacto rily  m eeting  the  dem ands m ade on th e ir  timo 
an d  a tten tion , in m atte rs  of local governm ent, by d is tan t B ranches 
or Fellows ; Secondly, th e  dissatisfaction w hich n a tu ra lly  arose in  
those d is tan t B ranches a t  w hat appeared  to them  very  like a  
n eg lec t of th e ir  in te rests  on th e  p a r t  of tho  central au thorities. 
A fte r  try in g  th e  experim en t of a B oard of Control, as a  local 
govern ing  body in  A m erica, and  finding ifc inadequate  and  im prac
ticable a fte r  a  certa in  stage  of g row th  h ad  been a tta ined , th e  
P resid en t issued an o rd er in  Council, fo r the  form ation of an  
A m erica Section of the  G eneral Council, g ra n tin g  powers thereto  
to  lo rm  the  A m erican B ranches of the  Society into a separata 
Section thereof, w ith  local self-governm ent. This p lan  was found, 
a f te r  m ore th an  two y ea rs ' tria l, to work so well th a t th e  same 
system  has la te ly  been applied  to the B ranches in th e  B ritish  
Isles w ith  th e ir  own unanim ous approbation. Some confusion, 
however, has h itherto  existed  in the  minds of certain Fellow s as to  
w h etn er these Sections of th e  Society are  te rrito ria l, or m erely 
g roups of B ranches com bining voluntarily  for certa in  purposes 
u n d er perm issive Rules of th e  Society. A sim ilar confusion has also 
ex isted  m  reg a rd  to th e  n a tu re  and sta tus of the  B ranches : fo r 
m any of th e  B ranches adopted  the  names of tho localities in which 
they  w ere form ed w ith some sort of idea th a t they  w ere te rrito ria l 
B ranches of tho  Society endow ed with prescrip tive righ ts , and  
th a t  no o ther B ranches could be form ed in the  same places.

T he u ncerta in ty  in both  of these cases arose from a previous un
ce rta in ty  and  confusion of ideas with re g a rd  to the  natu re  of
* ellowship m the  Society, and  the  consequent sta tus of a  Fellow. 
W hen  the  orig inal, or " p a r e n t "  Society began  to form branches, 
th e  idea g radua lly  spread  th a t the Theosophical Socicty was com



posed of its  Branches, a lthough its Rules d istinctly  sta ted  thafc 
Fellow ship was quite independen t of B ranch  m em bership, and  
although  there were, and alw ays have been, m any Fellows un 
a ttached  to any B ranch. This erroneous theory  of the C onstitution 
of the Society gave rise, unconsciously, to the  belief th a t  w hen 
once the B ranch was strong  enough to  adm inister its  own affairs, 
i t  acquired a r ig h t to set up as a Society by itself, independen t, ex 
cept by a  fiction, of the  “ p a re n t” Society, and  th a t  it  m igh t w ith 
out reproach a t any tim e cu t the  slender th read  of sym pathy  thafc 
still a ttached  it to A dyar. The consequence of th is has been  thafc 
few of the  Fellow s have exhibited  th a t  loyalty  to  the  Society as a

# whole, w hich alone can give i t  v ita lity  an d  power, or even ap p a
ren tly  realized  th a t such loyalty w as a v ita l necessity.

The evil effect of th is view of the  C onstitution of the  Theosophi
cal Society has been heigh tened  b y  th e  indiscrim inate w ay in  
which the  term s “ Fellow ” and  “ M em ber” have h ith e rto  been 
em ployed ; the  consequence of th is b e in g  a com plete fo rgetfu lness 
of the  fac t th a t  a Fellow  of the  Society has la rg e r in te rests  an d  
h ig h er responsibilities th an  those aris ing  from  m em bership in  a  
B ranch or Section. The resu lt of th is forgetfu lness has been tho  
prevalence of an  ex trao rd in ary  “  provincialism ” in  the  Society—  
m any of th e  Fellow s esteem ing th e  affairs and in te rests  of th e ir  
little  B ranches of m ore im portance th an  those of th e  Society afc 
la rge , and  ap p aren tly  expecting  all th e  re s t of th e  Society to  share  
th a t  v iew ; and  th is  is a  s ta te  of m ind  w hich, i t  need  h a rd ly  b e  
said, is em inently  conducive to  p e tty  jealousies and  personal van i
ties, as well as to s trugg les for pre-em inence, an d  w hich ten d s to  * 
deprive th e  Fellow s of all feeling of p ride  in, or even loyalty  to  
th e  Theosophical Society, to  w hich, as a  whole, they  belong. I n  
o rder to dispel any  delusions on these points, the  Convention has 
in serted  in  the  R evised Rules th e  sim ple declaration thafc “  th e  
Society is composed of its  Fellow s,” fo r if th a t  sim ple s ta tem en t be 
understood, a ll confusion in  o ther po in ts vanishes.

Ifc then  becomes clear th a t the  B ranches can be no m ore an d  no 
o ther th an  vo luntary , local g roups of Fellow s of the  Theosophical 
Society, who organise for purposes of study, theosophical w ork, 
social in tercourse, and  m oral encouragem ent, u n d er Rules in ten d ed  
to  facilita te  th e ir  efforts; an d  th a t  a lth o u g h  th e  B ranches do 
undoubtedly perform  in  addition  the  very  useful function of ra lly in g - 
points and cen tres of p ropaganda, in  th e ir  d istric ts, still these  func
tions are consequences of the  existence of th e  B ranch  and  n o t ita 
causes, and therefo re  confer no r ig h t  on it  to monopolise th e  w ork  
o f the  Society in  its  locality . I t  also becom es ev iden t th a t  th e  
B ranch  C harters confer no r ig h t on th e  B ranches to  tak e  p a r t  in  
th e  governm ent of the  Society, since is no t w ith  th a t  purpose  
th a t  th ey  are  g ran ted . W hen, how ever, th e  Sections w ere fo r
m ed, th e  B ranches w ere adopted  as un its in  the  Sections, because 
they  w ere th e  only available sub-divisions in th e  Society fo r p u r
poses of adm inistra tion  ; a lthough , as such, th ey  a re  im perfect, 
since they  a re  no t inclusive of a ll th e  Fellow s in  th e  Sections. T he 
sectional ru les, like those of th e  B ranches, confer no o ther r ig h t  
than  th a t of adm in istering  tho affairs of tho See tion, and  it  ia ev i

dent th a t any rig h t to tak e  p a rt iu tho general governm ent of the 
Society cannot lawfully be assum ed by these subord inate divisions 
them selves, b u t m ust be conferred  upon them  in a reg u la r m anner 
by the suprem e cen tra l au th o rity  in the  Society.

The suprem e au th o rity  of the  Society is the  G eneral C ouncil; 
bu t the  division thereof into Sections corresponding to the  te rr ito 
rial ones of the Society, the  expedien t resorted  to where the  first Sec
tion was form ed, m ade it p ractically  impossible for it to perform  its  
function of a legislative body, owing to the physical im possibility 
of collecting the m em bers thereof in one locality a t a  specified 
time, and  no provision ex is tin g  in the  Rules for the represen tation  
of d is tan t Sections by D elegates. U nder these circum stances ifc 
became necessary  to p rovide Rules u n d er w hich all the  Sections of 
the Society m igh t be able to exercise th e ir  p roper share in the  
adm inistration of th e  Society’s affairs. I t  was, however, found 
th a t no m eans could be devised for th is  purpose so long 
as the  Society was in a heterogeneous condition, composed in p a r t  
of fche tru n k  of th e  old Society, and  in p a r t of the new Sections 
which, adm in istra tively  speaking, w ere d riftin g  away, and  in fac t 
had become alm ost wholly dissevered from  the  body itself. In  
view of the  im m ediate prospect of the adm ission of a considerable 
num ber of Fellow s in Ja p a n , and  the  form ation of B ranches there , 
as the  f ru it of the  P re s id en t’s approach ing  to u r in th a t country, 
and recognising  th a t th e re  is g re a t p robability  of the  exam ple 
of Ja p a n  being followed by o ther E aste rn  countries, the  Committee 
advised th e  im m ediate extension of th e  sectional system  to th e  
whole of the  S o c ie ty ; an d  th e  Convention, perceiving th a t such a  
division thereof was in  no w ay con trary  to the  sp irit of its Consti
tu tion, and  was, m oreover, in conform ity w ith  the  spontaneous 
developm ent of the Society and  the n a tu ra l g row th  of the  movement, 
acted  upon th is  th e o ry ; adop tin g  the  principle in the  Rules, and 
voting  th a t the  Island  of Ceylon should a t once be m ade into a  
separate  Section— thc direction of the  m ovem ent in th a t Island  
hav ing  been all along in the  hands of the P residcn t-F ounder.

Thc Com m ittee strong ly  advised the abandonm ent of fche nam e 
“ P a re n t Society” as applied  to th e  Society as a whole, or to any  
p a r t  thereo f, on account of its m isleading connotations and  ten 
dencies. T he original Society is in  one sense the  P a ren t of all th e  
various B ranches th a t  have sp rung  out of the m ain tru n k , 
b u t in  an o th e r an d  m ore im portan t sense it is th e  whole 
Society itself. A s a  m a tte r  of fact, the  presen t Theosophical 
Society is only an  expansion or extension of the  orig inal Society 
founded  in New Y ork in 1875; there  are no o ther Fellows th an  
Fellow s of the  orig inal Society ,— a fac t which m akes i t  clear thafc 
th e  B ranches of the  Theosophical Society are  “  Societies” only in 
nam e and  by courtesy, and  can have no serious preten tions to any 
s ta tu s  th a t  would requ ire  o r ju stify  the  relegation  of the  Theoso
phical Society to  th e  position of simply a “  P a re n t” Society to a  
num ber of in d ependen t B ran ch  Societies, w hen, in fact, thoso 
local g roups a re  b u t fractions of one en tity , in reality  undivided 
and  in d iv isib le -^ the  Theosophical Society*



T he Convention, at the strong  recom m endation of th e  Com m ittee, 
lias abolished E n trance Fees and A nnual Dues and has m ade it th e  
d u ty  of the  P resid en t to receive vo lun tary  con tribu tions to th e  
S ocie ty ’s support. The Convention recognized th e  fac t th a t, for 
several years past, the  m aintenance of th e  Society as a m ateria l 
organization has been alm ost wholly due to the  in d efa tigab le  exer
tions of the  P residen t-F ounder. H e has un tirin g ly  gone rou n d  the  
country, delivering  free lectures, and  realiz ing  for th e  Society 
money in  the  shape of E n trance Fees and  D onations. B ut, m odest 
a s  are  the  expend itu res a t H ead -quarters , th e  am ount so collected 
lias been u tte rly  inadequate to m eet the  dem ands m ade upon th e  
S ocie ty ’s purse  by absolutely necessary w ork ; and  th e  H ead 
q u a rte rs  estab lishm ent would long ago have had  to close, and  th e  
Society  v irtu a lly  be wound up— as fa r  a t  least as its  co rpo ra te  
existence is concerned— had not th e  twro Founders tu rn ed  in to  tlio 
S ociety ’s em pty  coffers alm ost every cen t of profit accru ing  from  tlie 
Theosophist an d  the  Book t r a d e ; law fully  th e ir own p riv a te  
p ro p erty . This is shown by th e  Society’s accounts, as also th e  
lam entab le  fac t th a t  the  generosity  of th e  Fellows has been, in  m ost 
instances, in  inverse proportion to  th e ir  w ealth .

From  th e  first, i t  has been absolutely necessary  to  expend  th e  
E n tran ce  F ees in  the  curren t expenses of th e  Society. T hese, as a  
m a tte r  of princip le  and common prudence, ough t to  have been 
inv ested  perm anently , and  only th e  in te res t d isbursed, b u t h ad  
th is  been done th ere  would have been no th ing  to pay  th e  ru n n in g  
expenses. I t  was w ith  the  in ten tion  of obviating  th is  necessity  
th a t  the  P erm an en t F und  was in au g u ra ted  by  the  C onvention of 
1883, and  the  am ount already  subscribed  (Rs. 9,000 ; or abou t 3,000 
D ollars, or £  600) has been m ade up in la rg e  m easure by  th e  very  
em ail donations of very  poor b ro thers, natives of In d ia , anxious 
to  share as fa r  as they  could in the  good K arm a of Society,— an d  
i t  rep resen ts the  en tire  invested w orking cap ita l of th e  Theosophi
ca l Society. (The handsom e donation prom ised by the  M ah ara jah  
o f D urab an g h a  has no t been paid, an d  th e  da te  of its rece ip t is 
uncerta in .)

To abandon  th e  only source of incom e w hich th e  Society h ad , 
a n d  to  abandon it  a t a m om ent like th e  p resen t, when th e  tre a su ry  
contains less th a n  th ree  hundred  dollars (Rs. 900) cash, all to ld , 
an d  when th e re  seems to be a s tra n g e  d isinclination to help  th e  
Society on the  p a r t  of those who could easily do so, m ig h t a t  first 
s ig h t be deem ed an ac t of folly or of w ild enthusiasm . T he fac t, 
how ever, is th a t i t  was a necessity. The existence of th e  E n tra n c e  
F e e  proved an obstacle to the  sp read  of th e  Society in  E n g la n d  
a n d  Am erica. H ere, in  Ind ia , a  m iserably  pa id  G overnm ent officer, 
o r  a  poor student liv ing upon a  little  rice and  ghee, was d e ligh ted  
to  p inch  himself in th ings th a t  w ere alm ost necessaries of 
life , in o rd er to gain admission to  th e  Society,— deligh ted  to  con
tr ib u te , a t  a  serious sacrifice of his own com fort, to  a  w ork w hich 
h e  knew  to  be  a blessed one fo r th e  w hole w orld. B u t w hen h e  
lea rn ed  th a t  h is B reth ren  in th e  W est, who a re  no t one w h it b e
h in d  him  in expressions of adm iration  fo r Theosophy, an d  perh ap s 
outvie him  in th e ir  verbal recognition of th e  good w ork w hich th e

Theosophical Society has done, and  is doing, an d  who are , m oreover, 
fifty o r a hundred  tim es as rich as he is,— when he h ears  th a t these 
w ealthy, in telligen t, en thusiastic  B re th ren  delibera te ly  declare th a t 
th e ir  com patriots canno t be expected to con trib u te  as m uch for the  
sake of ob tain ing  Fellow ship in the  Society as m any of them  spend 
for a  single afternoon’s or even ing’s am usem ent, he very  n a tu ra lly  
beg ins to th ink  th a t  the  b u rd en  should no t be borne by him self 
alone ; and  the same th in g  m ay be said of y e a r ly  Dues. T hus it is 
th a t i t  becam e an  absolute necessity  bo th  in  equity  and  in  policy 
to abolish E n trance  Fees an d  Y early  D ues ; which, indeed  had  
ceased to be an y th in g  b u t a  delusion and  a snare , since th e y  gave 
to th e  Society the  appearance  of resources w hich it d id  no t possess 
— thereb y  m isleading th e  generous, and  afford ing  to th e  m ean an 
excuse for the ir n iggard liness. The C onvention, w hen it  abolished 
all com pulsory taxa tion  of Fellows, fe lt no anx ie ty  ab o u t th e  
fu tu re  su pport of th e  Society ; believ ing  th a t  w hen th e  tru e  s ta te  
of affairs is understood, an  effort will be spontaneously m ade by the 
Fellow s them selves to  p lace th e ir  Society on a  firm  financial 
basis.

In  conclusion, it  m ay no t be amiss to w arn  the  Fellows genera lly  
th a t no Rules can do m ore th a t  clear the  g ro u n d  for them  to w ork 
i n ; and  m aintain  o rder and  harm ony therein  while they  pursue th e ir 
labors. Rules, in  them selves, have no m otive power. They are  not 
th e  fire, nor the  boiler, no r y e t th e  engine, b u t they  have an  all- 
im p o rtan t function, for they  a re  th e  oil w ithout which th e  m achinery 
w ould soon g e t ou t of o rder an d  refuse to  operate. I t  cannot, th e re 
fore, be too strong ly  im pressed on the  Fellows th a t it is th e ir  du ty  
loyally to support th e  R ules as they  now stand , un til they  shall be 
am ended  in a  law ful m anner. I t  m ay be th a t  all of the  Revised 
Rules will no t please all of th e  Fellows, and  th a t some of th e  la tte r  
m ay th in k , no doubt justly , th a t  if they  had  been a t the  Convention 
the  R ules would have been am ended more wisely. B u t such Fellows 
m ust rem em ber th a t a perfec t body of Rules is an im possibility in 
practice , and  th a t all which the  w isest legislators can do is to m ake 
th e  b est compromise possible in any  given circum stances betw een 
conflicting in terests, dem ands and  rig h ts . To accomplish th is  has 
been th e  object of the  Convention, and  w hether or no t its  w ork has 
been well done^ rem ains for tim e to  show.

F . T. S .

REVISED RULES.

S e c t i o n  A .— C o n s t i t u t i o n .

1. T he title  of th is  Society, which was form ed a t  New Y ork, 
U n ited  S ta tes of A m erica, on th e  17th of N ovem ber 1875, is th e  
"  Theosophical Society” .

2 « T h e  Theosophical Society  is an In te rn a tio n a l Body.
3. T h e  objects of th e  Theosophical Society a r e :
F ir s t .— To form  th e  nucleus of a  U niversa l B rotherhood of 

H um an ity , w ithout d istinction  of race, creed, sex, caste or colour.
Second— To prom ote th e  study  of A ryan  and o ther E as te rn  

lite ra tu res , religions, philosophies and sciences,
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T h ird .— A th ird  object, pursued  by a portion of the  Fellows of 
th e  Society, is to investiga te  unexplained  laws of n a tu re  and  th e  
psychic powers of man.

[Tho Fellows in te rested  in th is th ird  ob ject now form  a d is tin c t 
p rivate  division of the  Society u n d er th e  d irection of th e  C orres
ponding S ecre tary .]

4. The Theosophical Society depends for its support upon volun
ta ry  con tribu tions.

5. T he Theosophical Society is en tire ly  u n se c ta r ia n ; and  th e  
m ost com plete to lera tion  of opinion shall always ex ist in  the  case 
of Fellows of different religious creeds.

6 . T he Theosophical Society does no t in terfere  w ith  caste ru les 
or o ther social observances.

7. T he Theosophical Society does n o t in terfere  w ith politics, an d  
any  such in terference  in  its  nam e is a b reach of its  C onstitu tion.

8 . The Theosophocial Society consists of its  Fellow s, who s tan d  
to  i t  as reg a rd s  Fellow ship upon term s of p erfec t equality .

9. T he Theosophocial Society shall no t be responsible for th e  
opinions expressed  on any sub jec t by  its  Fellow s as ind iv iduals ; 
no r shall its  n eu tra lity  in  relig ious questions be com prom ised by  
such expressions of opinion.

S e c t i o n  B . — F e l l o w s h i p  a n d  A s s o c i a t i o n .

1. The Fellow s of the  Theosophical Society are  e ith e r  A ctive, 
C orresponding, or H onorary .

A ctive Fellow s are  the  ho lders of th e  reg u la r d iplom a of th e  
Society.

C orresponding  Fellow s are  persons of d istinction  an d  lea rn in g , 
who are  w illing to  fu rn ish  in form ation  of in te re s t to th e  Society.

H onorary  Fellow s are  persons em inen t for th e ir  con tribu tions to  
theosophical know ledge, or for th e ir  services to H um anity .

2 . A dm ission to  th e  g rad e  of C orresponding or H onorary  F e l
low shall re s t w ith  th e  P resid en t in  C ouncil; bu t the  Councils of 
Sections m ay subm it to th e  P resid en t fo r approval th e  nam es of 
persons whom  th ey  consider w orthy  of th a t  honor. N eith er of 
these  two classes have th e  s ta tu s  o r responsibilities a tta ch in g  to  
A ctive Fellow ship.

3. The term s “ Fellow ” and  “ Fellow ship” occurring  in  th e se  
Rules signify  respectively  A ctive Fellow  and  A ctive Fellow ship, 
except as show n in  th e  two p reced ing  Rules.

4. Fellow ship in the  Society is open to  all persons w ithou t d is
tinc tio n  of sex, race , c reed , caste or c o lo u r; b u t no w ard , and  n o  
person  under e igh teen , shall be ad m itted  w ithou t th e  consent of 
th e ir  legal g u a rd ia n s ; th e  only sine qua non to  adm ission is sym 
p a th y  w ith  th e  objects of th e  Society, an d  a w illingness to  ab id e  
b y  its  R ules.

5. Fellow ship  in  th e  Society shall c rea te  no  obligation- o th er 
th an  loyalty  to  th e  sp irit of its  C onstitu tion  and  obedience to  its  
R u le s ; a n y th in g  more shall be left to  th e  prom ptings of each F e l-  
low’s m oral consciousness, and  to th e  g row th  of his sym pathy  w ith  
th e  Society’s declared  o b je c ts ; fo r th e  w ork of th e  Society, as woll 
as its support, rests upou a vo luntary  basis,

G. The application for adm ission into the  Society is understood 
to be addressed  to the  P resid en t of the Theosophical Society, and to 
no one else. J t m ust be signed  by th e  applicant, and  c o u n te r s ig n e d  
by two Fellow s of th e  Society. The sa id  application should be m ade 
on tlie form  provided  for th a t  purpose, and  in every  case m ust 
conform to th e  Rules of th e  Society.
• j ^ VeiT  a PPli?.ation for Fellow ship shall contain a declaration  

signed by th e  app lican t th a t  he understands the  ob iects of the  
Society, and agrees to ab ide by and  uphold its Rules, a n d  a solemn 
prom ise th a t he will never divulge the  signs and pass-w ords of the  
socie ty , should he elect to  receive the same.

8 . A ll applications for fe llo w sh ip  shall be m ade in duplicate 
and  w hen accepted one copy shall be k ep t i n t h e  Sectional 
A rchives, and  th e  o th e r forw arded  to A d y ar for filing, and  conse
cu tive n um bering  and reg istra tion .

9. A pplications m ay be forw arded to th e  P residen t, o r sen t to 
th e  G eneral Secretary  of th e  Section w ith in  whose lim its the  
ap p lican t resides ;; who, in th e  capacity  of ag en t for th a t  purpose 
of th e  P resid en t in Council, shall provide th e  app lican t w ith a
V i ? ^ 1. Fellow ship m  due form  under th e  seal of th e  Societv 
should th e  application  prove satisfactory.

1 0 . No one who is no t a  Fellow  of the  Society shall be a  m em ber 
of a B ranch  or a S ec tio n ; bu t a  person may be a  Fellow  of the  
soc ie ty  w ithout jo in ing  any  B ranch.

1 1 . N o B ranch  shall be obliged to  accept any  Fellow  as a 
m em ber who has no t been duly  elected by th e  B ranch , and who 
lias no t agreed  to abide by its  Bye-laws, b u t every Fellow  of the 
Society  resid ing  w ithm  th e  te rrito ria l lim its of a  Section thereof is

S !Tts Counci]mem ° f th a t  Section> and  wifchin th e  ju risd iction

1 2 . No .bellow shall be on th e  roll of active m em bers ( f  more 
th a n  one Branch a t once.

, }J- diffnity o r priv ilege shall be conferred  upon any  Fellow 
of th e  Theosophical Society, nor any  obligation accepted from  
him  th a t  conflicts w ith any  of the  Rules of the  Society, or is 
co n tra ry  to  th e  sp irit of its  Constitution.
• diplom a, certificate, d ign ity , privilege, or obligation
issued  or accepted, in con traven tion  to these Rules, shall be neces
sarily  nu ll and void.

15. B ranches shall have th e  r ig h t of e lecting  Associates to  the ir 
respective B ranches, and of issu ing  simple certificates of Association 
on a  form  approved by th e  P residen t in  Council; and every such 
A ssociate shall ran k  as an  A ssociate of the  Theosophical Society 
and  m ay become a Fellow  a t  any  tim e by th e  regu lar method.

16 . A l l  C e r t if ic a te s  o f  A s s o c ia t io n  s h a ll  b e  is su e d  in  d u p lic a te  
o n e  o f  t h e  o r ig in a ls  b e in g  s e n t  to  t h e  P r e s id e n t  fo r  r e g is t r a t io n  in  
t h e  A r c h iv e s  o f  t h e  S o c ie t y ,  a n d  e v e r y  c e r t if ic a te  o f  w h ic h  a  d u p li
c a t e  i s  n o t  so  s e n t  sh a ll  be  ir r e g u la r  a n d  in v a l id .

17 . A s s o c ia t io n  in  t h e  S o c i e t y  sh a ll  c o n fe r  n o  p r iv i le g e  n o r  
c r e a t e  a n y  o b l ig a t io n  o f  m e m b e r s h i p t h e  p u r p o se  o f  A s s o c ia t io n  
b e in g  to  g i v e  a n  o p p o r tu n ity  o f  e n q u ir in g  in t o  th e  a im s a n d  w o r k  
o f  t h e  T h e o s o p h ic a l  S o c ie t y  b e fo r e  fo r m a lly  j o in in g  a s  a  F e l lo w .



Section C.— S ections.
1. F o r fche convenience of adm in istra tion , tho Society shall bo 

divided into te rrito ria l Sections, as from  tim e to tim e the expansion 
of the  Society th ro u g h o u t th e  world and  th e  exigencies of its  
business shall m ake such organization expedien t.

2 . A  te rrito ria l Section of th e  Theosophical Society shall be 
composed of all the  Fellows who reside w ithin the  geo g rap h ica l 
lim its of th e  Section.

3. E ach  te rrito ria l Section of th e  Society shall have a G eneral 
Secretary , who shall be the  Executive Officer of the  Section.

4. T he G eneral Secretaries of th e  Sections shall be ex-officio 
S ecretaries of the  Theosophical Society, and , as such, the  
official agen ts of com m unication betw een th e ir  respective Sections 
and  the  P residen t-F ounder, and the  channel for th e  issue of c h a r
te rs  and  diplomas.

5 « A ll B ranches no t coming w ith in  th e  lim its of th e  te rr ito ra l 
Sections shall be grouped  into one Section, w hich shall be know n as 
th e  “  Section in P a rtib u s ,” and  w hich shall have a Council and  a 
General Secretary  to a tten d  to its in te rests , to be appo in ted  by th e  
P resident.

S e c t i o n  D .— O f f i c e r s .

1. The Society shall have a P residen t, a C orresponding S ecre
tary , a V ice-P residen t, ex-officio S ec re ta ries ,a  R ecord ing  Secre tary , 
a T reasurer and an A ssistan t T reasurer. The office of V ice-P residen t 
shall ran k  n ex t a fte r th a t of C orresponding S ecre ta ry  d u rin g  th e  
tenu re  of office of th e  p re sen t incum bent,

2. The r ig h t of th e  P residen t-F ounder, Colonel H . S. O lcott, 
to  hold th e  office of P residen t of the  Theosophical Society for life, 
is recognised and  re-affirm ed.

‘ 3. The sim ilar r ig h t of M adam e H . P . B lavatsky , as co-Foun-
der, to hold the  office of ̂ Corresponding S ecre tary  for life, is lik e
wise recognised and  re-affirm ed.

4. The office of C orresponding S ecre ta ry  shall no t be filled 
w hensleft vacant by th e  p resen t incum bent ; b u t it may be rev ived  
a t  any tim e by th e  unanim ous vote of the  Sections in favour of a 
specified individual. In  such case th e  new  incum bent shall not 
hold office for more th a n  soven years w ithou t re-election.

5. The V ice-P residen t has no adm in is tra tiv e  function  beyond 
those by Rule herein  provided.

6 . The office of P resid en t shall becom e vacan t by reason of 
any of the  following causes : E x p iry  of te rm  of office ; R e s ig n a tio n ;

'D e a th ;  or under Kule 8  of th is  Section.
7. T he resignation of a P re s id en t shall be addressed  to  tho

• V ice-President, who shall a t once com m unicate i t  to th e  G eneral
C ouncil; such resignation  to  tak e  im m ediate effect.

8 . I f  the  m ajority  of th e  Sections m ake application  to  the  
V ice-P resident to take the  sense of th e  Society on the  com petence of 
th e  P resid en t to  fill th e  P residen tia l office, th e  V ice-P resident 
shall issue vo ting-papers to th e  B ranches th ro u g h  th e  G eneral 
Secretaries, and the B ranches shall vote “ yea” or “ n ay ” on th e  
question of th e  com petence of the  P resid en t, and  consequent neces

sity of calling upon him  to resign. Such votes shall be returned  a t 
once to the  V ice-P resident, who, if the vote be yea by a t least 
a four-fifths m ajority  of the  Branches of th e  Theosophical 
Society, shall invite th e  P residen t to r e s ig n ; and such inv ita
tion, unless complied w ith, shall take  effect as a resignation  one 
m onth a fte r  a reasonable tim e has been allowed for it to reach the  
President. The votes of the  B ranches to be a tw o-thirds vote of all 
the m em bers on the roll, and  so certified by the  Presidents and Secre
taries in the re tu rns to the V ice-President. A ny B ranch n eg lec t
ing to vote shall be considered con ten t with the P residen t in office, 
and shall be counted as vo ting  accordingly.

9. On the  office of P resid en t becoming’ vacant, the  V ice- 
P residen t shall become A cting  P resident until a fter the  election 
of the new President.

10. On the V ice-P resident becom ing A cting  President, the  
office of V ice-President shall become vacant, and a new V ice-Pre
sident shall be elected a t the  same tim e, and iu the sam e m anner 
as the  new President.

11. T he re tirin g  V ice-P resident sliall be eligible for re-election, 
or for election to th e  P re s id en t's  office.

1 2 . The Sections shall, upon th e  dem and of the A cting  P resi
dent, a t once proceed to elect a P resident and V ice-President, each 
Section of the  G eneral Council voting  separately, and w ithout com
ing into session of the  whole. E ach  Section shall have for each office 
three votes, which may be given for the  same or for different p e r
sons. V otes to be sen t to the  ac ting  President.

13. In  case of a tie for e ith e r office, the A cting P residen t shall 
take the  votes of the Sections as to which of the candidates who 
tie shall be elected.

14. In  case of the  same Fellow being elected to both  offices, ho 
shall choose which he will fill, and the Fellow whose vote is nex t 
h ighest in the roll for the vacant office, shall fill the same.

15. In  case ot a Fellow duly elected to e ither office declining 
to accept the same, a fresh  election to th a t office shall tak e  placo 
as before.

10. In  all cases the G eneral Secretaries nnd Councils of tho Sec
tions shall take  m easures tha t the  sectional vote shall rep resen t 
the tru e  wishes of their respective Sections.

1 /. i ’he Vice-President shall rem ain in ofiice until his successor 
be appointed, or until his term  expires as provided by Rule 9  
of this Section.

18 The R ecording Secretary and Treasurers of theSociety shall bo 
appointed by the P resid en t,an d  shall hold office duringhisp leasure ; 
but such appoin tm ents shall become void by a m ajority  vote to 
th a t effect by the  General C ouncil; voting, as before m entioned, 
by Sections w ithout coming into session of the whole.

19. The General S ecretaries of Sections shall report to tlie P re 
sident a t  least ouce iu th ree  m onths concerning the progress of 
the Society, and  the form ation of new Branches, iu their respec
tive Sections, and shall a t all tim es collect aud forward to th e  
P residen t any special inform ation he may require concerning tho  
condition of the Society, or the  progress of Theosophy in their Sec-



t io n s .  T h e y  sh a ll  a lso  c o m m u n ic a te  to  t h e  B r a n c h e s  a n y  in fo r m a 
t io n  fu r n ish e d  th e m  w it h  t h a t  in te n t io n  b y  t h e  P r e s id e n t ,

S e c t i o n  E .— G e n e r a l  C o u n c i l .

1 . T h e  g e n e r a l  c o n tr o l  a n d  a d m in is tr a t io n  o f  t h e  T h e o s o p h ic a l  
S o c ie t y  s h a ll  b e  v e s t e d  in  o n e  G e n e r a l  C o u n c il ,  w h ic h  s h a ll  c o n s is t  
o f  th e  S o c ie t y ’s  O ffic er s  ex-officio m e m b e r s  u n d e r  R u le ,  t h e  G e n e r a l  
S e c r e ta r ie s  o f  S e c t io n s ,  t h e  P r e s id e n t s  o f  B r a n c h e s ,  a n d  s u c h  o t h e r  
F e l lo w s  o f  t h e  S o c i e t y  a s  b y  r u le  h e r e in a f t e r  p r o v id e d .

2 . F o r  p u r p o s e s  o f  c o n s u lta t io n  b e t w e e n  i t s  m e m b e r s  in  r e g a r d  
t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  in t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  S o c ie t y ,  a n d  fo r  th e  p u r p o s e s  s p e c i 
f ie d  in  t h e s e  R u le s ,  t h e  G e n e r a l  C o u n c il s h a l l  b e  r e g a r d e d  a s  in  
p e r m a n e n t  s e s s io n .

3 .  F o r  p u r p o se s  o f  a d m in is tr a t io n  t h e  G en er a l C o u n c il  s h a ll  b e  
d iv id e d  in t o  s e c t io n s  c o r r e s p o n d in g  to  t h e  te r r ito r ia l  S e c t io n s  o f

• t h e  T h e o s o p h ic a l  S o c ie t y .
4 .  T h e  S e c t io n s  o f  t h e  G e n e r a l  C o u n c il  s h a ll  b e  t h e  C o u n c ils  

o f  t h e  S e c t io n s .
5 .  E a c h  S e c t io n  o f  t h e  G e n e r a l  C o u n c il  s h a ll  h a v e  a u to n o m y ,  

w ith in  t h e  R u le s  o f  t h e  T h e o s o p h ic a l  S o c ie t y ,  in  t h e  te r r ito r ia l  
l im i t s  o f  t h e  S e c t io n .

6 . A  r e g u la r  S e s s io n  o f  t h e  G e n e r a l  C o u n c il  b y  D e le g a t e  s h a ll  
b e  h e ld  a t  t h e  S o c ie t y ’s  H e a d -q u a r te r s  o n c e  in  e v e r y  th r e e  y e a r s ,  
a n d  e x tr a o r d in a r y  S e s s io n s  th e r e o f  m a y  b e  su m m o n e d  a s  h e r e in 
a f t e r  p r o v id e d .

7 .  I n  t h e  S e s s io n s  o f  t h e  G en er a l C o u n c il  e a c h  S e c t io n  s h a ll  
h a v e  t h r e e  v o te s ,  w h ic h  sh a ll, i f  p o s s ib le ,  b e  c a s t  b y  t h r e e  s e p a r a t e  
D e le g a t e s .

8 . W h e r e  a  s e c t io n  is  n o t  r e p r e s e n te d  b y  D e le g a t e ,  a  s u b s t i t u t e  
D e le g a t e ,  w h o  s h a ll  c a s t  t h e  v o t e s  o f  t h e  S e c t io n  s h a ll  b e  a p p o in t 

e e  b y  t h e  P r e s id e n t .
9 . I n  S e s s io n s  o f  t h e  G en er a l C o u n c il t h e  Ct S e c t io n  in  P a r t ib u s ”  

fih a ll b e  r e p r e s e n t e d  b y  a  D e le g a t e  o r  D e le g a t e s  a p p o in te d  b y  t h e  
P r e s id e n t .  T h is  S e c t io n  s h a ll  h a v e  t h e  s a m e  v o t in g  p o w e r  a s  a  
t e r r ito r ia l  S e c t io n .

1 0 . E a c h  S e c t io n  s h a ll  c o m p le te  t h e  r o ll  o f  m e m b e r s  in  i t s  S e c 
t io n  o f  t h e  G e n e r a l  C o u n c il in  t h e  m a n n e r  p r e s c r ib e d  in  i t s  o w n  
R u le s  a n d  B y e - L a w s .

1 1 . S p e c ia l  S e s s io n s  o f  t h e  G e n e r a l C o u n c il  m a y  b e  s u m m o n e d  
a t  a n y  t im e  b y  t h e  P r e s id e n t ,  o r  o n  t h e  r e q u is i t io n  o f  tw o  S e c t io n s  : 
n o t ic e  o f  su c h  s p e c ia l  S e s s io n , w ith  p u r p o se  o f  m e e t in g s ,  to  b e  s e n t  
t o  t h e  S e c t io n s  n o t  l e s s  t h a n  th r e e  m o n th s  in  a d v a n c e .

S e c t i o n  F .— C h a r t e r s  a n d  D i p l o m a s .

1 . A l l  C h a r te r s , w h e t h e r  o f  S e c t io n s  o r  o f  B r a n c h e s ,  a n d  a l l  
D ip lo m a s  o f  F e l lo w s h ip ,  s h a ll  d r a w  th e ir  a u t h o r i t y  fr o m  t h e  P r e s i 
d e n t ,  a s  t h e  E x e c u t iv e  o f  t h e  G e n e r a l C o u n c il ,  a n d  m a y  b e  c a n c e l 
l e d  b y  t h e  s a m e  a u th o r ity .

2 .  T h e  lo c a l  a d m in is tr a t io n  o f  th e  S e c t io n s  a n d  B r a n c h e s  s h a ll  
b e  v e s t e d  in  t h e ir  r e s p e c t iv e  o ff ic e r s , a n d  n o  S e c t io n  s h a ll  e x e r c i s e  
ju r is d ic t io n  b e y o n d  i t s  c h a r te r e d  l im it s ,  n o r  a n y  B r a n c h  o u t s id e  i t s  
C h a rte r .

•3. The B rand ies shall enjoy com plete internal self-governm ent 
provided th a t they do not in fringe  the  C onstitution, nor contravene 
the  Rules of th e  Society.

4. E very  application to the  P residen t in Council fo r a  C harter 
for a b e c tio n  or a  B ranch, shall contain  an u n d e rtak in g  on th e  p a r t 
ot the  applicants th a t th e  said  Section or B ranch will ab ide  bv
the Rules of the  Society. J

5 N o C harter for a Section shall be g ran ted  unless there  be a t  
east seven ch arte red  B ranches w ith in  the territo ry  to be covered 

by said C harter.

6 . Every application for a C h arte r for a Branch shall be sifraed 
by a t le a s t seven Fellow s of the  Society. Such application  u.usb 
be addressed  to the  P residen t in Council, and sent to th e  General 
Secretary of the  ..ectiou m which th e  new Branch will be situa ted , 
lh e  G eneral S ecre tary , as ag en t of the President, shall then  issue 
a C h arte r as desnvd , provided th a t the application  be in o rder aud  
satisfactory,

7. No C onstitution, Rule, or Bye Law of a B ranch shall b e  
valid un til confirmed l.y the P residen t, or by the G eneral S ecre ta ry  
ot th e  Section in winch such B ranch  is situated, who shall bo 
ex officio the  agen t of the  President.

Section G.— T he P resident.

1. T he P resid en t shall be th e  chief Executive Officer o fthe  
Society. H e shall be responsible for the due p e .fonnance  of hia 
dutn-s to th e  G eneral council, from which he deiii-ea his authoritv.

i  !  i "? ° , . of  .n“ y “ tu re  P residen t shall be for sevenyears, b u t he shall be re-eligible indefinitely.
3. The P residen t shall be th e  custodian  of all th e  archives 

and records of the  Iheosophical Society.
4. T he P residen t shall be the  cx-otfido Chairm an of all Commit- 

tees, of tlie G eneral C ouncil.
ft. T he P residen t shall be th e  T rustee of the Society for all 

real esta te , funds, uninvested monies, and o ther property  of all 
kinds of which the Society is or shall a t any tim e become possessed • 
including  th e  A dyar L ib rary  and  every th ing  th e r .u n to  a p p e r
tain ing, and  the Perm anent F u n d *

6 . I t  shall be the  du ty  of th e  P resident to take ch arg e  of all
donations to the  Society, and to apply the  same to the  purposes 
for w hich they  are  in tended. H e shall also receive all vo luntary  
contributions m ade to the Society. ^

7. W h en  a donor does not specify any purpose fo r which ha  
wishes h is g if t  to be applied, the P residen t shall invest or disburse 
it accord ing  to his discretion.

8 . i h e  P residen t shall be th e  official recip ien t of all com m uni
cations addressed  to th e  Theosophical Society.

* “  T ho  P e r m a n e n t  F u n d .”  JSy R eso lu tio n  o f th<T 7 ; ^ ^  Cou n ei 
P e rm a n e n t  F u n d  w as  in s t i tu te d ,  to  be  fo rm e d  by v o lu n ta ry  con tw  ' l, u L ,  .n H  
in v e s te d  in  G o v e rn m e n t o r  o th e r  h ig h -c la s s  s e c u r i t ie s ;  th e  in te re s t  a c X ,  *  
eucli in v e s tm e n t  to  be  a v a ila b le  fo r  th o  c u r r e n t  ex p en se s  o f th n  i  . ™g  f E?,nj- 
a m o u n t up to  d a te ,  J a n u a ry  1 s t, 1 8 8 0 ,  iu  th e  F u n d  is  l 's .  9 2 0 7 - 8  3 y> °



9. The P residen t shall be the C ourt of F ina l A ppeal in d isputed 
questions arising* betw een Fellow s, or in or betw een B ranches or 
Sections. B ut all differences betw een B ranches or Fellows m ust, 
in  th e  first instance, be subm itted  fo r se ttlem en t to  th e  Council 
of the Section, appeal b e ing  reso rted  to only in  exceptional cases, 
o r  when th e  Council of th e  Section is unable to  decide th e  case-

10. The P re s id en t m ay, on th e  requ isition  of Sections or 
B ranches, depu te  Fellow s fitted  fo r the  w ork  to  v isit th e  Sections 
and  th e  B ranches in  th e  fu rtherance  of th e  ob jec ts of th e  Society. 
S u ch  Fellow s shall be  duly  fu rn ished  w ith  creden tia ls w hich they  
shall p roduce on th e  dem and of th e  Sectional or B ranch  au thori
ses.

11. To fac ilita te  th e  adm inistra tion  of th e  Society’s affairs in  
d is ta n t countries, w here no te rrito ria l Section has been organized, 
i t  shall be law ful fo r th e  P resid en t to  constitu te  ad in terim  
adm in is tra tiv e  com m ittees w ith  specially defined powers.

12. The P re s id en t shall have th e  pow er to  delegate  any one or 
m ore of his pow ers to  persons chosen by  him self, and  shall fill 
p ro  tem all vacancies th a t  occur in th e  offices of th e  Society w hen 
th e  G eneral Council is no t in  Session.

S e c t i o n  H . — T h e  P r e s i d e n t ’s  C o u n c i l .

13. T he P res id en t shall appoin t a Council to  assist him  in th e  
perfo rm ance of his official du ties, whose function  shall be advisory.

14. T he Council of th e  P resid en t shall consist of such Fellow s 
o f  th e  Society, re s id in g  a t  or n ea r A dyar, as th e  P residen t shall 
se lec t to  be his counsellors. I t  shall also include any duly  quali
fied rep resen ta tives of the  Sections who m ay be residen t a t  A d y a r ; 
an d  th e  S ecre tary  of th e  T heosophical Society shall be S ecretary  
o f th e  Council.

S e c t i o n  I .— T h e  A d y a r  L i b r a r y .

1. The A d y ar L ib ra ry  shall be under th e  control and direction  
of th e  P residen t, as T rustee , and  he shall be  a t liberty  to employ 
P a n d its  and  L ib ra rian s , as occasion requ ires, and  purchase books 
as  funds m ay becom e available. T he L ib ra ry  Com m ittee shall 
recom m end to  th e  P re s id en t books fo r purchase , and  select and 
superv ise th e  tran sla tio n  and  publication of such as they may th in k  
m ost w orthy of issue. The S ec re ta ry  shall conduct th e  L ib rary  
correspondence, issue calls for m eetings, an d  record  th e  p roceed
in g s  of the  C om m ittee.

S e c t i o n  J .— P u b l i c a t i o n .

1. The public shall be  m ade acquain ted  w ith  th e  objects and 
p rinc ip les of the  Society  th ro u g h  oral and  lite ra ry  agencies ; b u t 
th e  im partia lity  of th e  Society as defined in  R ule 2 , Section R , 
sh a ll no t be compromised in  any publication . The Theosophist 
sh a ll be  th e  channel fo r th e  official publica tion  of th e  Society’s 
p roceed ings an d  news.

S e c t i o n  K . — H e a d - Q u a r t e r s .

1. The H ea d -q u a rte rs  of th e  Society a re  p e rm a n e n tly  e s tab 
lished  a t A dyar, M adras, Ind ia .

2. No one shall be perm ittod  to reside a t H ead-quarters except 
the  m em bers of the  executive stuff of the Society, unless by 
inv ita tion  of th e  P resid en t in Council, nor rem ain there  w ithout 
his perm ission.

3. A jiy Fellow  who previously  obtains permission of th e  P resi
den t in Council, and gives to him  as T rustee  of the p ro p erty  of tho 
Society an u n d ertak in g  to defray  all the  incidental expenses, and 
to keep th e  same in good rep a ir  d u rin g  occupancy, m ay erect a 
bu ild ing  w ith  th e  necessary  outhouses, a t his own expense and  
upon plans and  in a position approved  beforehand by the  P resi
den t in  Council. The sam e to be occupied ren t free by the said 
Fellow, for purposes of residence only. Such build ing, &c., to 
become th e  p ro p erty  of th e  b'ociety im m ediately on com pletion, 
and to  be occupied by the  Fellow  who erects it du ring  th e  p lea
sure of th e  P res id en t in Council.

4. T he H ead -q u arters  of th e  Society, including all its  m o v e a b le  
and im m oveable p roperty , shall be in charge  of the  T rustee  here
in before p rovided , viz., th e  P re s id en t of the Society for the  tim e 
being.

S e c t i o n  L .— P r o p e r t y  O w n e r s h i p .

1. T he p ro p e rty  of th e  Society shall belong to th e  Society 
collectively, and  each Section shall have an equal, undivided in te r
est in the  same : b u t th is r ig h t of ow nership shall not en title  any 
Section to  th e  expend itu re  of any specified proportion of the in 
come of the Society for its  p a rticu la r advantage.

S e c t i o n  M . — S a l a r i e s .

1. No officer of the  H ead-quarters  staff shall receive any salary 
for his personal services, but all officers are  entitled to m aintenance, 
and shall receive i t  according to th e ir  needs and official requ ire
m ents.

S e c t i o n  N . — E x p k n d i t u r f .

1. T he leg itim ate  ob jects of expend itu re  shall be :
T he m aintenance of H ead-quarters , including rep a irs  and 

im provem ents to th e  property  ;
T he support and extension of the  A dyar L ib rary .
W ag es of employees.
P u rch ase  of books.
Office and travelling  expenses.
P ublications.
C onventions.
A n d  such o ther w orthy  objects as m ay from tim e to tim e
p resen t them selves.

2 . A ny  surp lus income, over and  above a reasonable provision 
for cu rre n t w ork ing  expenses, and  such o th e r d isbursem ents as 
m ay be prov ided  for by these Rules, shall be invested by th e  T rus
tee in G overnm ent or o th e r first-class securities, and added to  th e  
P e rm an en t F u n d , in au g u ra ted  by order of th e  Convention of 188o.



Skci ion 0 .— Accounts.
1. Tlie accounts of th e  Society shall be au d ited  yearly  by 

a Com m ittee consisting of one rep resen ta tiv e  of each Section, and  
one or more professional accoun tan ts.

S e c t i o n  P . — F e e s  a n d  d u e s .

83. All E n tran ce  Fees and  Y early  Dues are  h e reb y  abolished, 
and arrears cancelled. T he Society shall hencefo rth  depend  for its  
support wholly upon vo lun tary  contribu tions. T he Sections, b e 
in g  fractional p a r ts  of th e  Society, shall no t im pose E n tran ce  
F ees or A nnual Dues as a condition of Fellow ship  in th e  Theoso
ph ica l Society, or of enro llm ent in a Section. B ranches may 
collect funds defray ing  th e ir  own expenses and  those of the  Section 
to  w hich they  belong. Subscrip tions of any u n a ttach ed  Fellow 
tow ards the  expenses of th e  Section in w hich he resides shall be 
e n tire ly  vo luntary .

S e c t i o n  Q . — C o n v e n t i o n s .

T he A nniversary  M eetings of the Theosophical Society, held a t 
A d y a r  on th e  27th  and follow ing days of D ecem ber in each year, 
shall in  fu tu re  be C onventions of Theosophists from  all p arts  of 
th e  world for the  purposes defined in th e  R esolutions of the  Con
ven tion  of 1883,* T he P resid en t in  Council is c h a rg ed  w ith th e  
execution  of th is  Rule.

S e c t i o n  R .— O f f e n c e s .

1. A ny  Fellow  who shall in any way a tte m p t to involve the  
Society  in political d isputes shall be im m ediately  expelled .

2. No Fellow  Officer, o r Council, of the  Theosophical Society, or 
of any Section or B ranch  thereof, shall p rom ulga te  o r m ain ta in  
any  doctrine as being  th a t advanced or advocated  by th e  Society, 
since the  Society as a body does not advance opinions.

13. A ny Fellow of the  Socicty accused of s landering  an o th er 
F e llo w ; or of wilfully offending the  relig ious feelings of any  
o th e r  Fellow a t any m eeting  of any Branch or S ec tio n ; or of be
in g  gu ilty  of gross m isconduct; or any  Fellow  convicted  of any 
offence under the  Penal laws of the country  be in h ab its , involving 
m oral tu rp itu d e , shall be g iven  un opportu n ity  to defend  him self, 
a t  a special m eeting  of such B ranch or S e c tio n ; and on being  
found gu ilty , or fa iling  to m ake valid  defence, th e  accusation  am i 
proof shall be sen t to th e  P residen t in Council, who shall, if deem ed 
expedient, expel such F e llo w ; and  p en d in g  th e  P re s id en t’s deci
sion the  diplom a of such Fellow  shall be considered suspended.

S e c t i o n  S . — R e v i s i o n .

1. The presen t C onstitu tion  and Rules of th e  Theosophical 
S ociety  shall rem ain in  force un til am ended by  a full tw o-th irds 
v o te  of the G eneral Council assem bled by  D elegate  in regu la r or 
special Session.

*  T h o  .R eso lu tion  in  q u estio n  ra n  a s  fo llo w s  —
“  T h a t ,  a t  th e  fu tu r e  a n n u a l m e e t in g s  a t  th e  I le a d - q u a r te r s  o f th e  T h e o so p h ic a l 

S o c ie ty ,  w c  s h o u ld  a t te m p t  to  do  th e  sa m e  k in d  of w o rk  as  is d o n e  a t  th e  sc ien tif ic  
a n d  l i te r a r y  C o n g re ss e s  in  E u ro p e  a n d  o th e r  p a r ts  of th o  w o r ld , in  c o n n e c tio n  w ith  
t h e  s u b je c ts  c o m in g  w ith in  th c  scope  o f th e  in v e s t ig a t io n s  a n d  s tu d ie s  re c o m m e n d ed
by th e  S o c ie ty

K S t f i i  A t t :

m 3^  These R evised ltu le s  shall come iu to  force from  Jan u a ry  tlie  
F irs t 18S‘J .

S ection T .— A ffiliation.
1 I t  shall be com petent to  th e  P re s id e n t in Council to  affiliate 

any Society w ith  th e  T heosophical Society a t  his discretion.
Nofc.—T he fo llo w in g  havo a lread y  been  affiliated.

(i.) The Sanskkit Sabha of B enares, w ith  P and it B apu  D eva
S hastri as P res id en t. ..

\ l Society of B enares P andits, w ith  P an d it
I ta 'a i  S S  S S ,  of S - k b *  B en are . C o l l e g e

‘‘‘ ( S ' T ’ Sab. *,  t o * * *  M  " •  “ • A -

I . i i d , o f h K  H eligkm  an d  S a n sk rit L ite ra tu re , o o n v e n e d a t 
H aridw ai', SOth M ay 1S#7, th e  follow ing R esolutions w ere im am .

»7. sabha ssmsss

c o u n tr ie s  a  k n o w le d g e  of th e  te a c h in g s  o o u r  y p r inCes a n d  o th e rs  fav o r-
“  R c so lre d ,— T h a t  th is  S a h h a  c *r.n e 8 tly / * ^ ™ ^ t ' t h e  S ocie ty  a s  m u c h  a s  p o ss ib le

p ro je c to rs  in ten d ed , th a t  i t  a h o u ld  be.



OFFICERS, COUNCIL, SECTIONS, AND BRANCHES.

OP THE

T H E O S O P H I C A L  S O C I E T Y
AND

U N I V E R S A L  B R O T H E R H O O D *

PRESIDENT.
H e n r y  S. O l c o t t ,

(L a te  Colonel S . C. W a r D ep t., XJ. S . i l . )

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY.

H . P . B lavatsky.

VICE PRESIDENT.

W .  Q . J u d g e .

SECRETARIES, EX-OFFICIO.

C .  W  L e a d b e a t e r * A r c h i b a l d  K e i g h t l e y .
W m . Q .  J u d g e . R i c h a r d  H a r t e .

RECORDING SECRETARY.
T. VlJlARAGHAYA CuARLU.

TREASURER.
C .  R a m  i a  i r .

ASSISTANT TREASURER.
T. Y i j i a r a g h a v a  C h a r l u ,

GENERAL SECRETARIES OF SECTIONS.
C. W . L e a d b e a t e r ,  General Secretary, for the  Ceylon Section* 
Wm. Q. J u d g e ,  D o . do. A m erican „
A r c h i b a l d  K e i g h t l e y ,  D o . do. B ritish  „
R i c h a r d  H a r t e  D o . do. Section in P a rtib u s .

(O ther Secretaries will be added  as more Sections 
are formed.)



FINANCIAL AGENT.

B ertram  K e ig h tle y , 17,Lansdow ne Road, H olland P ark, W . London.

THE PRESIDENT’S COUNCIL.

D ewan B ahadur R . R agoo
nath R ow.

P andit N . B hashyacharya. 
R ai B ahadur, S. S ubramania 

I yer, c. i . e .

D ewan Bahadur P . S reenevas 
R ow.

C. Sambiah Chetty.
C. R amiah.
R ichard H arte.

LIBRARY COMMITTEE.

D ewan B ahadur R . R agoo
nath R ow.

R . S ivasankara P andia.

P andit N . B iiAsiiyacharya.
R. H a r te  [Secretary and Libra  

r ia n .]

AMERICAN SECTION, GENERAL COUNCIL.

W illiam  Q. Judge, General Secretary, P . 0 .  Box 2659, 
N ew  Y o rk .

BRITISH SECTION, GENERAL COUNCIL.

A rch ib a ld  K kioittleY , M. D. General Secretary, 17, Lansdowne 
Road , H olland P ark, London  I f .

CEYLON SECTION, GENERAL COUNCIL.

C. W . L ead b ea te r, General Secretary, 
61 M aliban S tree t, P e tta h , Colombo.

Se c t io n  i n  p a r t ib u s .

R . H a r te ,  General Secretary , A dyar, M adras.

W E B E R

Council.

D. A. Courmes ... F rance.
G. E ncausse............  do.
L ouis V ossion . .. „
B aron E rnst von

G ustav Gebhard . . .  G ermany. 
D r. B arbieri

d’I ntroini . . .  I taly. 
G ustave A. Zorn... R ussia.

.............Germany. W . H . T erry .. .  A ustralia.

The G eneral Council of the Theosophical Society is, under tho 
now Rules, com posed of tlie G eneral Councils of the Sections. 
These are m ade up of th e  P residen ts of Branches, General Secre
ta ry , certa in  additional m em bers chosen by  the Sections according 
to th e ir own Rules, and  th e  Executive Staff of the Society ex-officio.

O R D E R  O F T H E  P R E S ID E N T .

In  consequence of th e  im m ediate necessity  of my tem porarily  
absenting  m yself from  In d ia  on an Official Tour in Jap an , I hereby  
delegate  to the  undernam ed  persons, jo in tly  and severally, un d er 
the  Rules of th e  Society, the  Custody and  M anagem ent of th e  
H ead-Q uarters, and  of th e  C orrespondence and F unds of tho 
Society, and of the  O rganization  of the  New Sections, and, g en e r
ally, to exercise my E xecutive Functions in my nam e and on my 
behalf.

N am ely, to :  D ewan Bahadur R . R agoonath R ow, 
D ewan B ahadur P . S reenevasa R ow,
M r. R ichard H arte.

A dyar,

7th  January, 1889.

H . Si OLCOTT, 

President, Theosophical Society .
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(Form A.)

a p p l ic a t io n  for  f e l l o w s h ip .

u n d e rs ta n d in g  th e  ob jects o f  the T heosoph ica l S o c ie ty  a n d  being in  
s y m p h a th y  w ith  th e m , a n d  u n d e r ta k in g  to ab ide  by a n d  su p p o r t i t s  
R u le s , hereby m a k e  a p p lic a tio n  f o r  a d m iss io n  as a F ellow  th e reo f .

( S ig n a tu r e ) ------  --------- ---------------------------------------

r _______ ____
T o s t Office A d d r e s s . <j __________________________

I  ____________ ;____________

W e, the u n d e rs ig n e d  F e llo w s o f  the T h eo so p h ica l S o c ie ty , hereby  

c e r tify  t h a t ______________________________________________________

a c a n d id a te  fo r  a d m iss io n  to the sa id  S o c ic ty , is  a person  w ho, to the  

best o f  o u r b e l ie f  w il l  be a w o r th y  F ellow  o f  the  sam e.

D a ted  a t___________ t h i s -----------------d a y  o f_____________ 1 8 8 8 .

[Entrance Fees and Annual Duos are now abolished under the 
Revised Rules of 1889, but this does not prevent new members 
from gratifying the impulse, natural under the circumstances, of 
sending a donation to its Funds; but should have, rather, the 
contrary effect, as the Society is now wholly dependent for its 
support upon voluntary contributions.]

F o rm s o f  A p p lic a tio n  m a y  he o b ta in e d  f r o m  the  P re s id e n t or 
G enera l S e c re ta r ie s  o f  S ec tio n s .

( F o r m  B . )

D O N A T IO N S .
* I _______________________ of__________________________________

hereby give and d o n a te f_________________________________ ___

as hereinafter fully describedunto*t___________________________ 5 the
present President and Trustee of the Theosophical Society, for the 
purpose of the same being properly and faithfully used and applied 
by him, and by his successors in office, duly appointed according to 
the Rules of the Society for the time being in force,— for the sole 
and exclusive use of such Society.



(Form C.)

FOR R EA L  ESTA TE L EFT  BY W IL L

* I __________________„  of ----------- ---------

hereby devise my _________________________________ ______

as hereinafter fully described, unto * t ------------------ ------ -
the present President and Trustee of tlie Theosophical Society, for 
the purpose of the same being properly and faithfully use an< 
applied by him, and by his successors in office, duly appom ei 
according to the Rules of the Society for the time being in xorce, 
for the sole and exclusive use of such Society.

( F ro m  D .)

FOR PERSO N A L P R O P E R T Y  L EFT BY W ILL-

* I__ ____________________________of—

hereby bequeath m yt--------------------------------------- ------------------“

unto*+_______ :_________ -______________ the Present President and

Trustee of the Theosophical Socicty, for the purpose of the same 
being properly and faithfully used and applied by him, and by 
his successors in office, duly appointed according to the Rules of 
the Society for the time being in force,— for the sole and exclusive 
use of such Society.

* The nam e an d  p lace  of residence  of th e  D onor e tc  should  be in se rted  h e re .

+ T he p ro p e rty  should  be nam ed  h ere , a n d  fu lly  d escribed  a t  th e  end  of th e  deed 
o r  in s tru m e n t.

T he nam e of th e  P re s id e n t fo r th e  tim e  being  should  be in se rte d  here .  ̂ H en ry  
S teel O lcott, th e  p re sen t in cu m b en t, is P re s id e n t of the T heosoph ical S ocie ty  o r 
life .

[N . B. The necessary  docom ent o u g h t in  all cases to  be d raw n  u p  b y  a  co m p e ten t 
la w y e r of th e  C ountry  in w hich  th e  B enefac to r resid es ; w ho should  also be con
su lte d  as to  th e  w itnesses to  s ig n a tu re  req u is ite , re g is tra tio n  of th e  d ocum en t, c.J

T he T heosophical Society.

m O  avoid unnecessary correspondence, the following few explana-
I tory remarks concerning the Theosophical Society may be 

made h ere:—
From the objects of the Society it will be observed that its pro

gramme offers attractions chiefly to such persons as are imbued with  
(a )  an unselfish desire to promote the spread of kindly and tolerant 
feelings between man and man ; f b j  a decided interest in the study 
of ancient literature and Aryan intellectual achievements; or (c )  a 
longing to know something about the mysterious department of 
our human nature and of the Universe about us. The three broad 
departments of our research may or may not be equally attractive 
to any given person; he may sympathize witli either one and care 
little for the others, or with two and not w ith the third. In the 
Society are many who represent each of these classes, and the act 
of joining it carries with it no obligation whatever to profess belief 
in either the practicability of organising a brotherhood of mankind, 
or the superior value of Aryan over modern science, or the existence 
of occult powers latent in man. Looking, however on the Society  
as a whole, with one synthesized purpose, it may be truly said to 
appeal to the sympathies of anyone who wishes to do what lies in 
his power to make the world better and happier than it is now, by 
awakening in mankind a greater love of all that is noble, good  
and true.

W hatever may be a member’s religious views, he is at perfect 
liberty to enjoy them unm olested; but in return he is expected to 
show equal forbearance towards his fellow-inembers and carefully 
avoid insulting them for their creed, their colour, or their nationality. 
I f he belongs to a caste, he will not be asked to leave it nor to break 
its rules. For, while the Founders of the Society believe that in 
time every social barrier that keeps man from free intercourse 
with his fellow-man will be removed, they consider that this result 
can and should be brought about only by the parties concerned. 
They believe that in the natural order of things, with the progress 
of enlightenment, whatever is an obstacle and encumbrance to the 
development of human knowledge and happiness will pass away, 
as the mists clear after sun-rise. But they have no sympathy with  
those modern critics who, wise only in their own conceit, denounce 
old customs, laws, beliefs and traditions, as vestiges of an ignorant 
Past, before they have investigated them with impartial care and 
learnt whether they embody important truths, and should be clung  
to rather than discarded.

The promoters of the Society’s objects do not even dream of 
being able to establish upon earth during their times an actual 
loving Brotherhood of peoples and Governments. Nor, speaking 
of India, do they hope to obliterate the deep-rooted prejudices and 
race-antipathies which are the gradual growth of many gener
ations. But what they do hope and mean to achieve, is to induce 
a large body of the most reasonable and best educated persons of all



extant race's and religious groups to accept and pul inio practice the 
theory that, by mutual help and a generous tolerance of each 
other’s pre-conceptions, mankind will be largely benefited and the 
chances of discovering hidden truth immensely increased. The 
policy they advocate is that of benevolent reciprocity— the 
Golden Rule of “ doing as one would be done b y ,” which 
was preached by most of the great Sages of old, and has been tho 
watchword of true philanthropists in all epochs. They go on 
sowing this seed, leaving it. to germinate in the fulness of time, 
and to ultimately bear a rich harvest for the coming generations. 
A  chief agent to employ for this end is education, especially such 
special education as will enable the rising generation to read tho 
sacred literature of antiquity, and from the writings of the Rishis, 

'Arhats, Philosophers, and other sages of Aryavarta and her sister 
archaic lands, learn the sublime capabilities of human nature.

The Society, then, represents not any one creed bnt all creeds; 
not one, but every branch of science. It is the opponent of 
bigotry, superstition, credulity and dogmatism, wherever found or 
by whomsoever taught. So, also, is it the opponent of vice in 
every form and of all that tends to feed or propagate it. It 
expects every one who becomes a member to avoid doing what 
will be likely to throw discredit upon the Society and dishonour 
his fellow-members. W hile it does not look for saint-like perfec
tion in applicants for membership, it does hope, by holding up to 
them the ideal of a noble manhood, to make them ashamed of their 
vices and eager to extirpate them.

The Theosophical Society has many branches scattered over 
the globe, and, in India, enough already to make it possible for a 
Theosophist to find in almost every large city, from the southern
most cape of Ceylon to the foot of the sacred Himalayas, a group 
of brother Theosophists to welcome him. And these Branches aro 
composed variously of Buddhists, Hindus, Parsis, and Mussulmans, 
with eminent N ative leaders; each Branch being as much thought 
of and cared for by the Founders as every other Branch, and all 
equally devoted to the welfare of the common cause. The rapid 
growth of the Society has often been wondered at by outsido 
observers, but the solo secret is that its Founders believed that, 
in reciprocal kindness and tolerance of infirmities was to be 
found a strong, broad platform upon which all men could stand 
and work for the general good, and in the further fact that, 
however various its external manifestations, there is but one basic 
Truth, and that whatever dogmatists may say, “ There is no 
Religion higher than Truth.”

Ab regards the possibility of acquiring spiritual knowledge 
(B r a h m a g y a n a m )  and extraordinary powers ( S id d h is )  in some 
easy, expeditious way, it is enough to remark here that our Aryan 
and Iranian ancestors gained great psychical powers and a deep 
insight into Nature’s secrets, and they laid down the rules under 
which the same results may always be enjoyed. And, as the laws 
° f  pnpilage (chelaship) are fully explained in the Shastras and 
Gathas, the student in search of a guide is simply referred to 
those exhaustless treasure-houses. W e live in a so-called

e x t r e m e l y  p r a c t i c a l  a g e — a s  t h o u g h  a n y  a g e  c o u l d  b o  c a l l e d
practical which deals with only one-half of man’s interests!__and
tho proportion of the Society’s members who have joined becauso 
of the third of the Socioty’s avowed objects, is naturally small. 
So, whilo this may bo a chief attraction to a few, others do not 
even consider it, but like to see the Society founding Sanskrit and 
other schools, writing and publishing magazines and books 
and doing other useful works. It has its exoteric and its esoteric 
activities, and few members are occupied with both. It cannot 
supply a Guru, nor devote time to taking any one through a 
course of occult instruction, nor adopt his sons after the ancient 
custom (as the Flounders have frequently been begged to do), 
nor supply him gratis with books, nor forward his correspond
ence to the Mahatmas. No such expectation should be entertain
ed, for we have no more right now to expect favours that 
we have not yet deserved than had our ancestor, who never 
dared to hope for any reward or favour that he had not won 
the right to, by years of useful devotion and determined self-evolu
tion. But those who join the Society should do so because it 
gives the chance to help humanity, to gain happiness by assistiug 
to enlighten, raise and stimulate the moral nature of our fellow
men, to make the Aryan name once more the glorious synonym of 
every moral and spiritual excellence, and to show an age that is 
suffering from vicious tendencies and unhappy under stilled intui
tions that, in the bygone times, our common ancestors knew every 
psychical power latent in man, the development of which gives 
Wisdom and ensures Happiness.

A ll business letters must be addressed to the Secretary of the 
Theosophical Society, Adyar, M adras; and all upon other execu
tive business to the President.

Persons w illing to aid in establishing Societies of Hindu youth 
for the revival of Aryan Morals should address P. N. Muthu- 
sawmi, F. T. S., Teppakulam, Trichinopoly, President of Sanrnar- 
ga Sabha.

A  Catalogue of oyer 300 im portant and interesting  
W orks upon T h e o s o u h y ,  R e l i g i o n ,  M a g i c ,  S o r c e r y ,  
P h a n t o m s ,  S p i r i t u a l i s m ,  T h o u g h t r e a d m g ,  P s y c h o -  
m e t r y ,  A s t r o l o g y ,  P a l m i s t r y ,  H y g i e n e ,  etc., may be 
had free upon application  to the M anager o f the Theosophist, 
A d y a r , M adras. A l l  books are sent by V . P. P . in India.
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