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Suggestions!

ROSICRUCIAN EMBLEMS
0 Members desiring Rosicrucian emblems may obtain them from Head- 
Jj quarters. They are made of gold, beautifully inlaid with enamel, neat in size, and

consist of the triangle surmounted by the Egyptian cross. Men's style emblem 
with screw back. $1.85. Women’s style, with patent safety catch pin, $2.00.

HOME SANCTUM SUPPLIES
Rosicrucian Candlesticks: Beautifully designed to represent Egyptian col

umns like those in Egypt and in the Supreme Temple at San Jose, finished in 
dark red mahogany, mounted on double triangle base. Each will hold regular 
size candle. Price $2.50 per pair, postage prepaid.

Sanctum Cross: Design of this cross is like the famous Egyptian Crux 
Ansata (the looped cross), mounted on double triangle and finished to match 
the candlesticks, with red stone in the center of the cross. A very beautiful and 
symbolical ornament. Price $2.00. postage prepaid.

Student's M embership Apron: For those members who wish to wear the 
typical Rosicrucian triangle lodge apron while performing ceremonies at home, 
this symbolical device made in the ancient manner and easily tied around the 
body and containing the Cross and Rose within the triangle, will be found 
very appropriate. Price $1.35 each, postage prepaid.

Rosicrucian Incense: A very delicate perfumed incense, carrying with it 
the odor and vibrations of the Oriental flowers. Made especially for us in 
condensed form, so that a very small amount is necessary at one burning. 
Far superior to any high priced incense on the market. Price $ .65 for a 
box consisting of twelve large cubes sufficient for many months' use, postage 
prepaid bv us.

Complete Sanctum Set: Includes two candlesticks, the cross, box of in
cense. the ritualistic apron all described above. Special price if complete set 

| is ordered at one time. $5.00. postage prepaid.

1  RO SIC RU C IA N  ST A T IO N E R Y
Boxes of twenty-four sheets of beautiful blue stationery, broadcloth linen 

p  finish, with envelopes to match, club size. Each sheet bears a symbolic Rosi-
(C, crucian emblem. This is fine stationery to use in writing to a friend or acquaint-
J  ance to show your affiliation with the Order. Price per box, $1.25, postage
^ prepaid.

f  A U TO  EM BLEM S
■is Made especially for your automobile, but can be used anywhere. Made
P of solid Art Brass Burnished, with Red Metal Rose. Emblem is identical with 
(s the smaller emblem worn on lapels. Easily attached to radiator. Five and one- 
j  quarter inches high. Price. $1.30, postage prepaid.

j  A T T R A C T IV E  SEALS
if Beautifully printed and embossed gum seals about the size of a twenty-five
r cent piece in red and gold to be used in sealing envelopes or on stationery,

r Contains the emblem and name of the Order. Price 50c per hundred, postpaid.
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“T H E  M Y ST E R Y  O F LIFE'
A marvelous piece of sculpture depicting the thinkers of the world trying to solve the mystery of life.

Los Angeles. California.
This work is beautifully exhibited in FO REST LAWN, 

(Compliments of The Rosicrneian Digest)
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UNTO THEE 
I GRANT

B F someone were to formally present you with a document granting you a 
“  N E W  LIFE—a N EW  STA RT, a chance to make good, and a few simple 
rules to make your dreams become facts—would YOU accept? Of course you 
would. Although life does not owe you success, YO U owe it to yourself. You 
have struggled daily with obstacles of home and business, and have tried, 
thought, and planned, all without avail. Perhaps you are not asking for lux
uries, BU T you are EN TITLED  TO  PEACE O F MIND.

Your Inheritance
You do not need an X-ray to show you that there is some force working 

W ITH IN  YO U —something that does the RIGHT TH IN G at the RIGHT 
TIM E. Call it a hunch, or intuition, it is there, and it is your Divine inheritance.
It is the REAL YOLI, the subconscious power lying asleep within. Occasionally 
it advises you and pushes you ahead. Just think what a mighty factor for at
tainment would exist, if you understood this great power. REALIZE N O W  
that you can use it and make it work for you.

The sun always rises in the east. A kernel of corn always brings forth 
corn, not rye—these are dependable laws of Nature. The psychic faculties 
within you are just as dependable. Is it worth an hour's time once a week, 
spent in reading, to find your place in the great scheme of things? Remember, 
a few simple rules can unfold the reserve power of your inner self.

F ree  Book Explains
The teachings of the Rosicrucians, mentioned for centuries by all of the 

great writers of various times, have helped sincere students to make progress 
in their personal affairs. If you can give a few minutes each day to the 
study and application of principles that will bring you untold happiness, then 
you are ready to receive this most profound knowledge of life that has come 
down through the ages. Write a personal letter (not a postcard) and ask for 
a copy of the free book called, "TH E  W ISD O M  O F TH E SA G ES,” which 
will explain the wonderful aid extended by the Rosicrucian Brotherhood. Ad
dress your letter carefully as follows: SCRIBE, S.P.C.

ROSKRUCIAN BROTHERHOOD
* M f R C _~ ■ *, *̂1

SAN JO S E . * CALIFORNIA
(T hose who are members do not need this book)
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The
THOUGHT OF THE

IMAGINATION
MONTH

By THE IMPERATOR

The
Rosicrucian
Digest
August
1932

O T so long ago I 
c o m m e n t e d  in 
these pages on 
some of the pe
culiar factors that 
entered into the 
developm ent of 
human evolution. 
My remarks have 
been very widely 
commented upon 
and a number of 
our readers have 
t a k e n  v a r i o u s  

positions in regard to my remarks and 
some have taken issue with me claiming 
that my view-point regarding the social 
tendencies of human beings is not con
sistent with the facts as they have ob
served them.

I said that in a great many instances 
my observations had convinced me that 
many types and kinds of human beings 
lived in squaJlor, filth, disease, and ut
most despondency merely because they 
did not use a little effort that would 
lift them out of such conditions into 
better ones. I said that it was not a 
matter of cost nor of great effort but 
mere desire and determination on their 
part accompanied by the minimum 
amount of personal effort and no addi
tional expense would change the lot of 
many of these beings and he contended 
that all of them would gladly make a 
change if it was only a matter of a 
minimum amount of personal effort.

Mv answer to these remarks is that 
studying the problem in the larger 
American cities is like studying a great 
universal practical problem in the clinic

of a college or a class room. The beings 
under observation do not represent a 
true cross section of universal human 
nature. In the second place, I doubt if 
any of the slums in the worst sections 
of the larger American cities can equal 
by even a fraction the conditions to be 
found in most of the cities of the Near 
East and Far East and parts of Europe 
and South America. Western World 
civilization has raised the standards of 
living so high that even the lowest of 
these standards is superior to the aver
age standard in many parts of the 
world. A scientist or a humanist study
ing the living conditions of an Ameri
can city cannot possibly arrive at an 
appreciation of the living conditions in 
the Old World and to think of human 
nature generally and universally in the 
terms of what is observed in even the 
poorest and most degraded sections of 
an American city is to be self-deceived.

In the second place, conditions are so 
terrible in many foreign cities that or
ganizations and movements of all kinds, 
including special boards established by 
the government, have attempted to re
lieve the conditions by building and 
maintaining better living districts with 
better living conditions for those who 
desired them, with no increase in the 
personal cost of living. This is some
thing that we have not experienced in 
America. It is undoubtedly true that 
here every form of improvement in liv 
ing conditions is owned or controlled 
by personal capital and promulgated in 
a commercial sense for profit and every 
attempt to take advantage of an im
provement in living conditions brings

T w o  hundred forty-four



with it a demand for an increased cost 
of living. In foreign lands where the 
British government, the French gov
ernment and even the Austrian gov
ernment have made provisions from 
national funds for the improvement of 
living conditions and have offered these 
to the poor, a change from the lowest 
degree of living to better conditions 
entails no personal cost and often re
quires nothing more than mere desire to 
improve one's environment. In spite of 
this, however, thousands upon thou
sands of human beings in every part of 
these foreign lands continue to live in 
the most primitive, barbaric, filthy, un
healthy conditions imaginable.

One of my critics has pointed out to 
me that the lack of desire to lift one
self out of such conditions into better 
ones may not be due entirely to a lack 
of effort but may be due to sentiment. 
I know this to be a fact. I have talked 
to some old people and to some young 
people living in the most squalid section 
of Algiers, Constantinople, Greece, 
Jerusalem, Cairo, and other cities and 
they have frankly told me that their 
parents and their grandparents and 
even their great grandparents for many 
generations had been born and had 
lived in the same buildings now occu
pied by them and that it was their old 
home, their old estate, their old environ
ment, and they did not want to change. 
They have admitted that a slight 
change of environment would mean a 
slight change of custom and habit even 
in dressing and eating and while this 
would not have entailed any unbearable 
or impossible additional expense, it 
would have been the breaking away 
from old standards which they held 
sacred through pure sentiment.

But to blame the cause partly upon 
sentiment is not to change the argu
ment one iota. If we are to find any 
psychological reason as fundamental for 
this trait in human nature I would say 
that it was the lack of imagination. 
Imagination is the one great creative 
power within the human body. It is 
that which has built cities, built bridges 
over rivers, built tunnels through moun
tains, covered the oceans with steam
ships, the valleys and hills with rail
roads, and filled the air with airplanes. 
It has changed the customs and habits
T w o hundred forty-five

of human beings, their clothing, their 
food, their languages, and their ways 
of thinking. In fact, imagination is the 
keynote of human evolution and I agree 
with Napoleon in his estimate that im
agination will conquer the world for it 
will conquer every feature of human 
conception.

The individual who lacks imagination 
or lacks the use of it or who has not 
permitted this unusual divine faculty to 
develop is bound by ancient traditions 
and customs and is blind to the future 
in all of its creative stages. Such an 
individual can only live in the past for 
he can have no foresight and must 
therefore be lacking in ambition and 
creative desires.

Man has three ways by which new 
knowledge, new ideas, and new things 
may come into his life and into the 
process of human evolution. The first 
of these is Cosmic revelation, whereby 
attunement with the universal mind and 
with the divine consciousness gradually 
reveals to his individual consciousness 
the great wisdom that is timeless and 
deals with the past, the present, and 
the future. This wisdom inspires him, 
instructs him, guides him, and leads 
him on and teaches him the lessons 
learned through the errors of human 
existence and fortifies him against simi
lar errors in the future. It lays the 
foundation for contemplation and medi
tation. It supplies ideas in an embryonic 
state that may be evolved and matured 
into living things.

The second great gift to man is that 
of imagination by which he may take 
the inspired and embryonic idea and 
develop it, unfold it and reconstruct it 
mentally and in a mental world that 
knows no limitations. W ith this faculty 
he can build things out of nothing with 
invisible material, intangible substances 
and construct an immaterial and in
tangible edifice or an invisible and in
tangible nation. He can unfold in his 
mind the possible and impossible things 
alike. He can conceive of that which is 
beyond achievement today but possible 
of achievement tomorrow. His imagina
tion is like the draftsman’s sketches of 
the greatest architects who can plan 
and outline that which should be done 
without regard to cost, to time, to sur
rounding conditions. W ith it man can
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surround his consciousness with pic
tures of possible future achievements 
and hold these before him as the ideals 
toward which all his efforts may be di
rected. Imagination is the light that 
leads man on and it is the golden light 
that has led the movement of human 
evolution through all of the darkest 
ages.

The third great blessing is the power 
to mentally create. This is different 
from that of imagination for with the 
man who develops the faculty of men
tally creating, the plans and the designs 
conceived in his imagination are taken 
one by one and reconstructed not of 
intangible and invisible substances but 
of a very tangible essence radiating 
from the human mind into space and 
materializing into concrete, definite ma
terial forms out of which all of the 
world has been built and all of the 
universe made manifest.

Mentally creating is the process that 
God used when He conceived the idea 
of a world for man and breathed forth 
from His consciousness the power of 
the laws which set into motion that 
which was conceived in His imagination 
and out of chaos and darkness came 
form and light and the form of things 
was changed into great diversity of 
nature and all living things were con
ceived and created in the same manner 
and ultimately man himself created by 
the same great power. And then to 
man was given this divine power of 
God to continue the creation which 
God had started. W hile man mav im
agine great things and hold them in his 
consciousness as an ideal toward which 
to strive or dream about, to hope and 
pray for, the man who uses the mental 
creative faculty takes each imaginary 
picture of human conception and by 
concentrating upon it and focalizing 
the creative power of his being upon it 
brings it into concrete, material mani
festation. The mystic knows only too 
well the value and the danger, the 
goodness and the evil, that lies in the 
power of mentally creating. He knows 
that if he holds in his mind a picture

and gives to it the vibrations of living 
possibility and prophetically proclaims 
that it is to be or will be, he brings it 
about, he creates it in the world of 
actuality and transfers it from the world 
of reality to material manifestation. He 
knows that as each hour of the day 
passes the things which he has held in 
his imagination and which he now 
allows to pass into the chamber of 
mental alchemy are apt to be immedi
ately crystallized in earthly form and 
he must, therefore, he pure minded. He 
must be pure and holy in his imaginary 
concepts and he must keep the chamber 
of mental alchemy so clear and so
wholesom e and of such a high standard 
that no evil thought, no evil admission, 
no unholy concept of his earthly im
agination may take form there and 
grow and be bom in the world of
actuality.

Human evolution is the result of
Cosmic inspiration, human imagination, 
and divine mental creation, but where 
the center faculty of these three is lack
ing and imagination has not been per
mitted to develop, or is never used, 
there the human being stagnates and 
becomes a slave to the past and a vic
tim of the present. There are no hills 
of the future around him over which 
he may rise to see the grand perspective 
of valleys and plains beyond. There 
are no shops lying in port waiting to 
take him from the land of the old and 
the land of the past to the land of the 
new and the future.

Let your imagination, therefore, have 
full sway. Build it up until it is filled 
daily and hourly with the pictures that 
the lessons of the past and the trials 
of today suggest to your consciousness. 
Then analyze these imaginary things, 
select the best of them and take them 
into the laboratory of your creative 
powers and let the divine consciousness 
flowing through you reconstruct them, 
radiate them, and bring them to pass in 
your life and in the lives of those 
around you, thus adding to the world 
the assets of the future and the beauti
ful things of human evolution.

‘Human progress continues only so long as the human concept exceeds 
attainment.”— Validoar.
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Some Mysteries of An Expanding Universe
By F r a t e r  G. N. G a r r is o n

(AUTHOR'S PREFACE— Several months ago there appeared in The Rosicrucian Forum—  
Second Tear, Issue >{o. 1, pp. 28—a short article under the general heading, “As Above, So 
Below."

Ever since that article appeared we have received many requests for further information and 
further data concerning the similarity between the microcosmos and the macrocosmos.

In view o f the fact that all we said in our former article and all we could possibly say in 
any future article would be more or less speculative—because its interpretation would not fall in 
the category that would be approved or provable by “scientific” methods—and fearing lest toe 
be misunderstood and the Order criticized in consequence, we have with-held elaborating on our 
previous article as long as it was expedient so to do.

We feel now, however, in duty bound to continue our discussion and hasten to preface it 
with the positive statement that in what follows, the personal convictions o f the author alone are 
expressed, as it, in no sense, is part of the teachings o f  AMORC. It is presented as a theoreti
cal, speculative, controversal theory— nothing more.)

E a l l  know,  o f  
course, that  the 
smallest division 
into which matter 
is th e o re tica lly  
susceptible is the 
electron . Now, 
there are two dif
ferent kinds of 
e l e c t r o n s ;  t he  
positive electron— 
which science calls 
a "proton”—  and 
the negative elec

tron. In fact, we have been taught that 
in the electron, both positive and nega
tive, we have the very "building blocks" 
of the universe. Our physical bodies, 
the ground on which we walk, the food 
we eat, the very air we breathe— in 
short, everything that has three dimen
sions and possesses mass, weight and 
inertia, is made up of these positive and 
negative electrons and of nothing else. 
The only difference, physically, for in
stance, between a cake of soap and a
Tu>o hundred forty -seven

pair of shoes, between a tree and a 
tadpole, or between a house and a 
horse, is the relative proportion of the 
positive to negative electrons composing 
them.

A number of electrons together form 
an atom. And a number of atoms to
gether form a molecule. Although a 
molecule is incomparably greater in 
mass than an electron, still, it is so 
inconceivably small that it has defied 
detection by even the world’s most 
powerful microscopes.

Let us consider just what these state
ments mean in their relation to the uni
verse and to the macrocosmos.

The earth upon which we live is a 
planet, but only a minor one among 
several that revolve around the sun. 
W e have seen that an aggregation of 
negative electrons and at least one 
positive electron is known as an atom. 
In exactly the same sense, an aggrega
tion of planets and at least one sun is 
known as a universe.
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W e have seen also that an aggrega
tion of atoms is known as a molecule. 
Just so an aggregation of universes is 
known as a galaxy.

In other words: positive and negative 
electrons, which, together, form an 
atom, can be compared to suns and 
planets, which, together, comprise a 
universe. And an aggregation of atoms 
which constitute a molecule can be com
pared to an aggregation of universes 
which constitute a galaxy.

Carrying our reasoning one step fur
ther we find that an aggregation of 
molecules, forming all matter, can be 
compared to an aggregation of galaxies, 
which, for want of a better name, we 
shall call "S U P E R -M A T T E R ".

Just as the positive electron is the 
center of the atom, so is the positive 
sun the center of the universe of which 
it is a part.

But atoms are not all alike. One atom 
differs from the atom of another mole
cule in the number of negative elec
trons that revolve around its one or 
more positive electrons. Neither are all 
universes alike, for one universe differs 
from the universe of another galaxy in 
the number of negative planets that 
revolve around its one or more positive 
suns.

The negative electrons revolve around 
the positive electrons and they are kept 
in proper relation to each other by their 
velocity of rotation and develop suffi
cient centrifugal force to just balance 
the cohesion attraction of the greater 
mass of the positive electron. Should 
this cohesion attraction be over-bal
anced by centrifugal force, portions of 
the atom so affected would go flying 
off through space and we would have 
what is known as radio activity.

In an exactly similar manner the 
negative planets revolve around the 
positive suns and are kept in proper 
relation to each other by their velocity 
of rotation and develop sufficient cen
trifugal force to just balance the gravi
tational attraction of the greater mass of 
the positive sun. Should this gravita
tional attraction become over-balanced 
by centrifugal force, portions of the 
planet so affected would go flying off 
through space and we would have what 
is known as shooting stars.

The negative electrons revolve at 
various speeds around the positive elec
trons in the same manner that the 
negative planets revolve at various 
speeds around the positive suns.

And just as the negative planets re
volve around the positive suns at vari
ous distances from it, so do the negative 
electrons revolve around the positive 
electrons at various distances from it.

Since positive suns differ in physical 
size from each other, isn’t it reasonable 
to assume that positive electrons also 
vary in size from each other? Even con
trary to “scientific" opinion on the 
subject.

W e know that negative planets differ 
in physical size, one from another and 
it is, therefore, not illogical to assert that 
negative electrons also differ in size, one 
from the other.

Coming back once more to the ulti
mate constituent of all matter, the elec
tron. we believe that the most concise, 
common sense definition of an electron 
was that given by our Imperator when 
he said that, "Electrons are stressed 
cortexes of the universal creative power 
known generally as electricity, but being 
the fundamental vibratory radiations of 
the sun from which essence, in accord
ance with its various rates of frequency, 
all powers and essences in a universe 
are made manifest.”

Perhaps if we compare this definition 
with that given by science we may more 
fully appreciate the significance of the 
Imperator's positive statement. For 
science informs us that “electrons are 
negatively charged particles" and so- 
called "protons" are "positively charged 
particles". But when asked just what 
these "particles" consist of, science has 
no answer and even the great Sir James 
Jeans freely admits that science does not 
know. He does not admit, however, 
how much else science does not know.

To an observer located on one of the 
negative electrons, his "universe” would 
consist of the electron which he in
habited, the positive electron which he 
would know as his “sun”, a number of 
other negative electrons which he would 
call "planets”, if he had a sufficiently 
powerful telescope to discern them, and 
any other positive electrons that were 
within range of his telescope. These 
positive electrons he would, undoubt
edly call other "suns" or "stars”.
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And our observer might, if he were 
not too deeply seeped in pragmatism, 
conceive of other “worlds" and other 
"universes" each consisting of individual 
“planets” and individual “suns". No 
doubt he would also wonder if these 
other “planets" that he could see in his 
telescopes were inhabited by "human 
beings" like unto himself.

It would be almost an utter impossi
bility, however, for such a "being" to 
conceive of every-day, ponderous mat
ter such as we know it. It would be 
entirely beyond his small powers of 
comprehension or of observation. For 
he would have nothing with which to 
draw a parallel. He would have noth
ing in his world with which to compare 
it. In short, matter, to him, simply 
could not exist. His "scientists" could 
easily convince him of that.

Now, if someone told our hypothet
ical being in our hypothetical world 
that not only he but the earth on which 
he lived as well as his entire solar sys
tem and millions of other solar systems 
of which he had not the faintest know
ledge, formed a part of, and was in
herent in, a living, sentient, susceptible, 
and emotional being, with powers, 
abilities and capabilities infinitely su
perior to his own; such a person would 
undoubtedly be considered mentally 
unbalanced and would speedily be com
mitted to a suitable institution.

But cannot we draw an exactly paral
lel analogy with this speck of dust we 
call the earth and the collection of dust 
particles we call the universe?

On the microcosmic plane we have 
our electrons, our atoms, and our mole
cules which, together, constitute matter.

On the macrocosmic plane we have 
our planets and suns, our universes,

and our galaxies which, together, con
stitute SU P E R -M A T T E R !

And just as the matter of our hypo
thetical world constituted, or formed a 
part of, a living, sentient, susceptible, 
and emotional being; so, in this exist
ence we call life, may the SU P E R 
M A T T E R  of which we are such an in
significant and infinitesimal part, con
stitute, or be inherent in, some living, 
sentient, susceptible, and emotional 
Being, with powers as far transcending 
ours, as ours transcends those of the 
inhabitants of our hypothetical world.

Such a Being, man calls GOD!
And this Being, if He exists at all. is 

probably undergoing steady physical 
growth— getting larger. But if He is 
growing and getting larger, all of the 
"electrons”, “atoms”, and “molecules” 
(all of the planets, suns and universes) 
of which His person is composed, must, 
necessarily, be continuously getting 
further apart, since there is no evidence 
that additional material is being sup
plied to increase the sum total. To  our 
present-day scientists, inhabiting one of 
the minor “electrons" of this Super
Structure, the evidence all indicates 
that “the universe is expanding".

How petty, unimportant, trivial, and 
small appear the affairs of man when 
compared to the grandeur, the stateli
ness, the awesome splendor and mighty 
majesty of such a Being as we have 
been endeavoring to visualize!

Truly, such a phenomenon is tran
scended only by the mind of a critic 
who sees no sense in, or cents return 
from such speculations; and by the 
humble receptiveness of the Mystic 
who, freely admitting the limitations of 
the flesh, in reverence tries to under
stand.

V V V V V

DO YOU READ THE ROSICRUCIAN FORUM? ® •

WE THANK YOU
On behalf of the entire staff of the Grand Lodge, I wish to extend our 

thanks for the splendid co-operation received from the members everywhere 
in response to the recent communication sent every member. It is one more 
manifestation of loyalty to the principles of the Order, and a testimony of 
devotion to its objects.— Supreme Secretary.

T w o hundred forty-nine
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The Secret of Praying
A  LECTURE GIVEN IN THE ROSICRUCIAN AUDITORIUM 

SAN JOSE, CALIFORNIA

By H. Spen c er  L ewis, Ph. D., F.R.C.

W O U L D  like to 
say first, as an in
troduction, some
thing I shoul d 
have said during 
th e  announce
ments. It is neces
sary that I say 
this now in con
sideration of what 
I am going to say 
during my dis
course.

The Rosicrucian 
organization is not primarily an organ
ization for the study of religion, al
though its study does introduce the 
philosophy of religious principles merely 
as one of its subjects. The organiza
tion does not attempt to establish a 
new religion or a new church. In all 
of its many centuries of activities in all 
countries, it is still looked upon and 
considered a fraternal organization, 
and not as a religion. In fact, it does 
not ask its members to leave their indi
vidual churches or to change their re
ligions, and we are happy in the fact 
that we have both Protestants and Ro
man Catholics in our organization, as 
well as Jews and Gentiles, and those of 
every denomination, and we have those 
who are very active. W e have Rabbis 
who are still in charge of their syna
gogues. W e have Episcopalian clergy

men who are still in charge of their 
congregations, and they all carry on 
their ecclesiastical work without an> 
feeling of embarrassment with their 
connection with the Rosicrucian organ
ization.

W e encourage our members to sup
port the church of their choice even 
though they may not agree with every
thing the church might say, because, 
unquestionably, the churches are doing 
a good work and need the support of 
every moral, upright, law-abiding citi
zen, but despite this attitude of ours 
toward all religions, that of tolerance 
and kind feeling, it is our duty, as an 
organization devoted to the revelation 
of suppressed knowledge, as an organ
ization constantly digging up new and 
old information (when I say 'digging 
up' I mean it literally as well as sym
bolically, as we are members of an 
Egyptian Exploration Society, digging 
in the sands to get something out of 
the mystery temples); so we are dig
ging in every sense of the word, and 
it is our duty to reveal that knowledge 
which has been kept away from the 
mass: it is our duty to reveal the truth 
even in the form of criticism of certain 
standards: so what I am going to say 
tonight in regard to praying should not 
be taken as any criticism of any par
ticular denomination or religion, but of 
all systems that might be included in
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what I say, and I want you to under
stand that I am not saying it in a de
structive sense but constructively that 
you may benefit by what I say, by the 
statements I make.

Therefore, let me begin by saying 
that praying is one of the most di
versified customs and habits we find 
throughout the world. If I were to 
attempt to outline, briefly, the short 
dictionary definitions of the various 
forms of praying that exist in the 
world, it would take hours and hours 
to tell you about them. I would have 
you make yourself neutral for a few 
moments so far as nationality is con
cerned, and religion, and your presence 
here in what is supposed to be a Chris
tian country, semi-Christian and semi
Jewish, and think of yourselves as being 
a world citizen for a moment. Then let 
me tell you that the methods of pray
ing used by the Jewish or Christian 
religions are little known in newer 
parts of the world. These methods that 
are so familiar to us, are like hidden 
secrets to the average being on the 
face of the earth; and still these other 
beings have had prayers for ages, have 
had systems of praying for ages and 
they look upon their systems, their 
methods, just like you look upon yours, 
perhaps with even a better view-point.

I am very well acquainted with the 
fact that in America today one of the 
most popular questions that is being 
put forward in all religious sermons, in 
all ecclesiastical discussions, in all of 
the columns of religious magazines, in 
the talks over the radio on religion, one 
of the most popular questions is, "Is 
prayer efficacious? Are prayers ever 
answered? Can we depend upon 
prayers being answered?" Those are 
the popular questions here in this 
Western World. Among the Orientals 
and among that large portion of the 
population representing the countries 
of Asia, Europe, and Australasia, we 
find such questions never being asked. 
W ith their old systems of praying, their 
old methods of praying, there is little 
doubt in their minds as to the value of 
prayer. It is only here in the Occi
dental world where prayer is supposed 
to be the most highly evolved in its 
nature and methods that we have the 
paradoxical situation or find these
T w o  hundred fifty-one

highly evolved people doubting the 
value of prayer. There is some reason 
for this and that is one of the points 
I want to touch upon briefly.

W e  find in all of the foreign coun
tries and among the so-called Orientals, 
which include that great mass of hu
manity known as pagans and heathens, 
prayer is a very holy, sacred, rigid, 
systematic, devout thing. It is not an 
occasional thing. It is not a con
venience, but very often a considerable 
inconvenience at times. If you, for in
stance, had to pray definitely so many 
times a day, two or three times, and 
each time you pray, you had to stoD 
wherever you were and lead your way 
to the nearest prayer wheel and stand 
for one or two hours, where your 
prayer went around that wheel, you 
would find it an inconvenience; but in 
the Occidental World prayer is con
venient inasmuch as it is only used 
when needed, and then only badly 
used.

The man who thinks he never needs 
to pray at all, prays only when he gets 
into trouble, and then suddenly remem
bers there is a God, and says, “Oh. 
God. please help me.” That is a prayer 
of convenience. There is too much of 
this in the Occidental world, and none 
of it in the Oriental world, and why? 
In the first place, despite the fact that 
the Occidental world is so largely 
Christian and so largely Jewish, both 
religions having in them wonderful 
prayers, and despite the fact that Jesus, 
as a leader of the Christian religion, 
pointed out definitely how to pray, and 
gave a beautiful example as a stand
ard; nevertheless, praying on the part of 
Occidental people today is unsystematic, 
is very little understood; and therefore 
highly inefficient.

I am going to take that form of prayer 
which is used in the Christian sys
tem as the first one to criticize, and 
please keep in mind what I said in my 
introductory remarks. W e have a pe
culiar situation. W e have first of all 
the peculiar problem of knowing to 
whom we are praying. There is some
thing that the Oriental people don’t 
have at all. Even the pagan who builds 
his wooden or stone statue, knows to 
whom he is praying and never has to 
puzzle over it, and so it is with those
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who have a God that is ethereal, like 
Buddhists or Mohammedan Gods, or 
any of the gods of the Oriental re
ligions. They may be different gods, 
but nevertheless, they are definite to 
these people, and there is never any 
doubt in their minds as to whom they 
are praying. Even the great ecclesi
astics today admit it is difficult to think 
conveniently of God in this triune 
nature— three heads, three bodies—  
three in one, and in order that you may 
pray, and in order any prayer should 
be efficient, the first requisite is that 
you be as definite in your conception 
of the one to whom you are praying 
as you are definite in your problem.

If you found that some great prob
lem, some great obstacle could be 
solved or eliminated or taken care of 
by your going to some individual and 
asking him, pleading with him, to re
move that obstacle, to give you back 
your health, to save you from disgrace, 
to save you from contamination, to 
undo something you have done— if the 
individual can do it, you are going to 
ask for a special favor. The first thing 
you would say is, “W hat am I going 
to do?” You would hardly stand in 
the middle of the floor of your home 
or in a temple and pray to some in
definite, vague personality to do some
thing definite for you. Now the Or
iental knows his God. It may be a 
false god or false understanding of the 
real God, but he knows his God. He 
is definite in his own consciousness, and 
that is what the Christian is not.

All over the country the prayers 
used over the radio by the average 
church, and with my twenty-five years 
contact with churches, and having 
prayers taken down in shorthand so we 
might analyze this system of praying, 
we discover this: That the average 
Christian clergyman in starting out his 
prayer, starts out with “Oh. God," and 
in the next moment he is asking Jesus 
to do what he wanted God to do. Then 
he asks God. and then Jesus again. 
Now, to whom is that person praying? 
Jesus said, “There is none greater than 
my Father.” Jesus in His prayer that 
the Christian churches use, started, 
“Our Father, who art in Heaven." He 
directed His prayer to God. There is 
no prayer in the Bible or any other

place, or in any of His prayers, or his 
Disciples' where they pray to Him to 
do what God alone can do. In no place 
do we find Jesus putting Himself in 
that position of usurping the position 
of God, and yet that is what we find 
in the average prayer. It is not wil
fully done, but thoughtlessly.

If we are going to pray to a Deity 
at all, we must admit there is but one 
Deity that can be the Supreme, Omni
potent Ruler of the Universe. If you 
try to convince me there are two Gods 
(never mind about thousands of them) 
but just two. one more than the God I 
believe in, then I must lose faith in the 
Omnipotent God. I cannot understand 
how two Gods could agree and rule 
the universe and work in unison. There 
must be one God if there is any God 
at all. This is nothing new.

Amenhotep IV , the Pharaoh of 
Egypt in 1350, B. C., changed the re
ligion of 163 religions, 52 principal 
ones, to the worship of one, everlasting 
God, T H E  God, greatest of them all. 
This ever-living God was the beginning 
of a monotheistic God. That religion 
flashed around the world like a streak 
of lightning— the idea of only one God 
ruling the universe. There is little 
wonder that the religion lasted only 
twenty years. The Black Priesthood 
wiped it out, destroying the temples 
and even had their men go out with 
hammers and chisels and obliterate and 
destroy from the walls any mention of 
God. Obliterating this would have de
stroyed the religion, but thanks to the 
Hebrews, through their leader, Moses, 
this idea of one God, was carried on 
to a new land and it came down 
through the ages. In 1350 B. C., this 
great Pharaoh of Egypt said there is 
but one God. This became a symbol of 
light, an ethereal light. The Jews never 
pronounced His name. They said the 
name was unspeakable, and used a 
hieroglyphic mark for it. Thirteen hun
dred years after that came the birth of 
Jesus, and he taught there was but one 
God. After His going, came the com
ing-together of religious ecclesiastics, 
bookmakers and writers, etc., in the 
second, third, fourth and fifth centuries 
after Jesus, and they began to evolve 
the teachings of Jesus. They began to 

(Continued on Page 273)
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The “Cathedral of the Soul” is a Cosmic meeting place for all minds of 
the most advanced and highly developed spiritual members and workers of 
the Rosicrucian Fraternity. It is a focal point of Cosmic radiations and 
thought waves from which radiate vibrations of health, peace, happiness, 
and inner awakening. Various periods of the day are set aside when many 
thousands of minds are attuned with the Cathedral of the Soul, and others 
attuning with the Cathedral at this time will receive the benefit of the vibra
tions. Those who are not members of the organization may share in this 
unusual benefit as well as those who are members. The book called “Liber 
777" describes the periods for various contacts with the Cathedral. Copies 
will be sent to persons who are not members by addressing their request for 
this book to librarian S. P. C., care of AMORC Temple, San Jose, California, 
enclosing three cents in postage stamps. (Please state whether member or 
not—this is important.)
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O M E  m e m b e r s  
have difficulty in 
making contacts 
with the Cathedral 
and  w e h a v e  
asked those who 
had difficulty and 
finally made the 
contact to write to 
us about their ex
periences and give 
us helpful hints 
that we may pass 
on to others. The 

result of this Symposium is contained 
in the following instructions. In letters 
from those who had the most difficulty 
in making any contact at all with the 
Cathedral it appears that eventually
the contacts were made very clearly
and easily through complete relaxation. 
The experiences of these persons seem
T w o  hundred fifty-three

to be all alike. All of them discovered 
that they were not relaxed and that they 
were too tense and too expectant. In 
other words, they were as alert and as 
expectant as a person might be who is 
sitting quietly in the home listening for 
the least sound of an intruder or the 
most delicate sound of some strange 
nature. W ith eyes and ears thus active 
and the mind keenly alert there cannot 
be complete relaxation. Now all of 
these persons finally made their contact 
when they sat down and became re
laxed and gave up any idea or even 
hope of making the contact. In other 
words, they simply left the matter en
tirely in the hands of the Cosmic and 
proceeded to rest and merely meditate 
upon the spiritual self within and for
got about any Cosmic contact of any 
kind. This is an important point to 
remember.
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Others say that they have suddenly 
found themselves contacting the Ca
thedral during complete relaxation and 
spiritual thought while riding in an 
automobile, or in the street car, or in 
the theater, or some place where they 
were listening to good music and did 
not wilfully try to contact but simply 
put themselves into such perfect relaxa
tion that they were lost even to their 
immediate surroundings and were in
dwelling in the spirit of God.

A few others have stated that during 
their concentration period they have 
put themselves in such a position that 
they could look out of a window and 
let their gaze rest passively on some 
cloud or high steeple point, top of a 
flag pole or something high in the air 
and in that way let their gaze become 
passively fixed instead of intently fixed 
on some object in the room or intently 
fixed upon some idea.

A few others say that they have 
found it advisable to sit down and relax 
for five or ten minutes before the period 
of contact, and others say that they re
lax for a sufficient time beforehand to 
become thoroughly at ease and peace
ful and until they feel the vibration of 
rest and vigor passing through their 
bodies. Some say that they are able in 
this way to contact the Cathedral while 
in any locality or anywhere and even, 
as one Brother expresses it, while bath
ing in the water at the beach, and he 
says that his contacts have become so 
easy that he believes he could make 
the contact even if he were in a posi
tion of standing on his head in the 
sand. All of this indicates further a 
lack of that intensity of desire and 
stress of concentrated condition which 
too many practice and which actually 
prevents them from becoming passive 
enough to make the contact.

Quite a number say that total relaxa
tion of the mind is the final step in the 
process of preparing for the contact. 
This means eliminating from the mind 
any wilful attempt to visualize the Ca
thedral or to force a realization of any 
impressions of any kind and is equal 
to a complete abandonment of thought 
or desire or intent.

Others say that in sitting down or 
lying down for the contact they not 
only relax but try to attune themselves

toward a peaceful attitude toward all 
mankind and toward the universe. This 
means the elimination of all thoughts of 
business or strife, contest, ill will, 
hatred, enmity, jealousy, etc.

Everyone admits that the repeating 
of the Cathedral prayer two or three 
times is a big help if once is not suffi
cient. Others say that they add little 
prayers of their own and place them
selves in a prayerful attitude as though 
they were communing with God and 
hoping that He might take them into 
His own consciousness and reveal the 
Cathedral to them.

Quite a few others say that sitting in 
a darkened room or with eyes closed is 
a big help as it shuts out all sights of 
any kind that might distract the atten
tion. Some few say that the use of the 
vowel sounds is a great help to them 
and, of course, quite a number say that 
the use of the Cathedral phonograph 
records is an excellent help. A few 
others have discovered, after many, 
many failures, that they could make the 
contact by turning the thoughts of the 
mind or consciousness of their mind in
wardly toward the center of the body 
as though trying to reach the soul itself 
or holy sanctum within the soul.

A great many have made the com
ment that trying to contact the Ca
thedral of the Soul after having eaten 
a meal is far more difficult than 
attempting it upon an empty stomach, 
or after eating only a light meal. There 
is a great deal to this point and it 
should be carefully considered and 
tested by those who are having trouble 
in contacting the Cathedral. A great 
many say that before beginning the 
relaxation and concentration they read 
some inspiring passage like a verse or 
two from the Bible, or a verse or two 
from "Unto Thee I Grant— .' They 
say this helps to turn the mind in
wardly and toward the Cosmic and is 
a very great help. A majority say they 
found that by sitting so that they are 
facing toward the true geographical 
east there was more success than when 
they faced any of the other cardinal 
points of the compass.

Now all say that it requires nearly 
five minutes of preparation and that 
sometimes an additional five minutes is
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necessary for a complete realization of 
the contact to come. Most of those 
who have written state that the first 
sensation of contact was that of a sense 
of peace, often followed by a very 
bright light appearing in the room or a 
sense of lightness of weight and a sense 
of mild magnetic currents passing 
through the air of the room. A major
ity say that the first manifestation in 
the Cathedral is a vision of its outer 
form or the hearing of some great organ. 
Many agree that music is heard even
tually very mildly and sweetly, while 
others say their contact with the Ca
thedral has left them without any im
pression of music but only of beautiful 
sights and scenes like the interior of 
some magnificent place accompanied 
with visions of beautiful beings or dif
ferent nationalities assembled in one 
place.

Patience is the secret key to all these 
contacts and the fact that hundreds of 
letters are received constantly from 
those who were very discouraged and 
who eventually made wonderful con
tacts which they can easily repeat now 
at any time, should encourage each and 
every person to attempt these contacts 
whenever it is possible.

Special Contacts

The Imperator will make special con
tacts with members during the next 
four weeks as follows: On each Thurs
day night at 8:30 P.M., Pacific Stand
ard Time, which is equivalent to 12:30 
A.M. (midnight) Eastern Daylight 
Saving Time, or 11:30 P.M. Eastern 
Standard Time, the Imperator will put 
himself in touch with other members

and help them to contact him through 
the Cathedral of the Soul. At 8:30 
each Thursday evening members and 
our friends who are non-members should 
attune themselves with the Cathedral 
for ten minutes.

On August 4 the Imperator will con
tact those whose last names begin with 
the initial F. On August 11, he will 
contact those whose last names begin 
with the initial G. On August 18 he 
will contact those whose last names be
gin with H, and on August 25 he will 
contact those whose last names begin 
with the initial I.

Excellent reports are coming in daily 
to the W elfare Department and other 
departments regarding the contacts be
ing made with the Cathedral at the 
regular periods stated in Liber 777. 
Those contacted by the Imperator dur
ing the last month and whose last 
names begin with the initials A. B. C. 
D. and E., are now writing very appreci
ative letters and communications saying 
that the contact was quite complete. A 
great many were contacted but the con
tact had to be discontinued because the 
persons contacted were busily engaged 
in business affairs, social affairs, or 
other matters that inconveniently arose 
and prevented concentration.

Letters that we receive tell us that 
through the Cathedral much valuable 
advice and help is being given to those 
who are puzzled or in need of import
ant direction and guidance at various 
times during the week. Certainly, it is 
a convenient manner for you to make 
contact with the Cosmic. Those who 
wish to know more about the Cathedral 
contacts should read the instructions in 
the box at the head of this article.

V V V V V
DO YOU READ THE ROSICRUCIAN  FORUM? •  •

MYSTICS AT PRAYER
This book reveals the profound prayers of the mystics with their key to infinite 

power. It is the first complete compilation of the famous prayers of the renowned 
mystics and adepts of all the ages. The book also explains in simple language the reason 
of prayer, how to pray, and the Cosmic Laws involved. You will come to learn the 
real efficacy of prayer, and its full beauty dawns upon you. There are over one hundred 
prayers. There is a brief biographical sketch of each mystic, and a cross index. The 
book is artistic, attractive, well-bound, stamped in gold, printed on art paper in two 
colors, and it is only one dollar postpaid. Send order and remittance to Rosicrucian 
Supply Bureau, San Jose, California.
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The Eternal Truths
THE ANNUAL MESSAGE GIVEN AT THE OPENING 

OF THE 1932 CONVENTION

By T h e  Imperator

H A V E a message 
for all actual Rosi- 
crucians and all 
potential Rosicru- 
cians, and among 
the latter I include 
those thinking men 
and women who in 
these troublesome 
times a r e  lifting 
their eyes above 
the level of sur
roundi ng condi
tions and are see

ing over the hills and occasional moun
tain peaks to the beautiful valleys and 
horizon that lie beyond.

Human beings are tempted in these 
times to think that with the rapid 
changes taking place and the established 
value of things falling to lower values 
and lower degrees of worthiness and 
dependable foundations crumbling away, 
that there is nothing or no one thing 
that is permanent and sure and worthy 
of being the solid rock upon which to 
cling for safety and security.

But there are things upon which 
we human beings can depend and 
there are foundations upon which we 
can stand and build not only for the 

T h e  present but for the eternal future and
j™ • rest assured that as time changes and 

conditions vary and values of all kinds 
Lftgest rise ancj £a]j tĵ e foundat:i0n upon which
August we stand will remain adamantine and
1 9 3 2  eternally sure.

W e are seekers for truth and we 
pride ourselves upon the fact that in 
our search we have contacted the 
thoughts and philosophies, the discov
eries and speculations of the world's 
great thinkers. W e are happy in the 
fact that we are banded together as 
an organization or as a group of in
dividuals for the purpose of exchang
ing ideas and thereby coming closer 
and closer to the great truths of life. 
W e look upon these truths as the 
fundamental stones of a great founda
tion upon which civilization can build 
its structures and super-structures. W e 
are sure that there are many great 
truths still unknown to us and we 
never become weary of itemizing the 
many great truths that we now possess 
as fundamental principles in our lives.

W hen all is said and done, however, 
we are probably deceived by the 
thought of the multiplicity of truths 
and misled in our search for the great
est truths by the idea that there are 
many truths and that these are much 
involved. After many years of search 
and study and after many years of per
sonal contact with this great quest for 
knowledge, I have gradually come to 
the conclusion that there are only three 
great truths, three great eternal truths 
that constitute the entire foundation or 
the great rock of human knowledge as 
revealed by divine illumination. These 
three eternal truths are: God abides, 
man abides, and certain relationships
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between man and God abide. More 
than this we cannot be sure of. Our 
search must center itself around the 
mysteries of that truth which includes 
the relationships between God and man 
and man and God. Herein lies the 
foundation of material and spiritual 
values. Herein lies the entire field of 
Cosmic law and human obedience to 
such law. Herein lie the powers that 
man can exert and the powers that 
God does exert. Here is the mystery of 
our being, the mystery of our coming 
and our going.

It is in this field of study relating 
exclusively to the relationship of God 
and man that the Rosicrucians center 
their searching gaze and their inquir
ing mind. It, therefore, becomes a field 
of study, investigation, speculation, dis
covery, and ultimate revelation through 
experience. The knowledge we seek 
can come only through experience, for 
experience alone will reveal knowledge, 
and by re-experience of such knowledge 
we attain wisdom. The mere contem
plation of such experiences and the 
meditation upon the possibility of such 
experience leads us into theoretical 
speculation. Out of such theoretical 
speculation has arisen the systematic 
schools of religion, science, and phil
osophy, and it is there, too, that have 
been born the various forms of re
ligious worship, the various creeds or 
codes of interpretation and the arbi
trary establishment of artificial gods 
and saints.

This great center field of an ana
lytical study of the relationship exist
ing between man and God has been 
turned at places into quagmires and 
beds of quicksands into which men 
have blindly ventured and have been 
lost. It has also been the blood-stained 
ground of religious battles and places 
of human persecution. It has been the 
site of monuments of intolerance erec
ted by the self-appointed interpreters 
of untrue interpretations. It is the 
valley of Armageddon where millions 
of souls will be lost or millions saved.

In our search for the higher truths 
and the eternal truths we not only 
make the search more difficult and 
conceal the simpleness of the truths by 
our false belief that the truths are

many and difficult to understand, but 
we create artificial values whereby we 
may judge them and in doing so we use 
as a standard of valuation the ma
terial things of life.

Right now we are in the midst of a 
period when material values are losing 
their former stability and we are ac
tually coming to discover that ma
terial things have no value in actuality 
but merely in temporary reality. W e 
will find that the great rocks and foun
dations of material life are but the 
quicksands of our imaginary creation. 
The things that we have tried to hold 
fast to as being all that was worth
while and a saviour in time of trial and 
trouble are now proving themselves to 
be worthless and of such a corruptible 
nature that like the wooden beam that 
supports the walls of a home and is 
eaten by the termites, the outer form 
looks solid and dependable while the 
center is hollow and brittle and ready 
to crumble to dust at any moment.

The world's greatest materialists are 
learning the lesson and even those 
who in the past have centered their 
faith and hope upon material things 
now frankly admit that they have been 
grossly misled and have been fools in 
their thinking. Recently one of Europe's 
greatest economists. Sir Josiah Stamp, 
President of the London Midland and 
Scottish Railway and Director of the 
Bank of England, said to Bruce Bar
ton in a conversation, “W e used to 
talk about moral values and material 
values as though they were two differ
ent and contradictory things. The de
pression must have taught us that they 
were the same things, that without 
moral values there can be no material 
values. . . . There is only one basis 
of wealth, and that is character.”

The foregoing words were not the 
words of a preacher or a mystic or a 
philosopher but of a hard-headed, cold, 
and deliberating economist who with all 
of his materialistic tendencies has dis
covered what some of our philosophers 
have failed to discover and that is that 
the spiritual values are what constitute 
real wealth and real power in our 
lives.

Among other eminent men who have 
made a life study of material values 
and who must have walked deeply
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into the quagmire of materialism in 
that center field of study and specu
lation to which I have referred, is Roger 
Babson. This man has become as fa
miliar with the tendencies and trends 
of materialistic values as the biologist 
is with the unconscious processes of the 
living cell and as the pathologist is 
with the germs and their actions under 
the powerful scrutiny of his large mic
roscope. He can feel the distant and 
unseen pulse of business as keenly as 
can the trained physician feel the pulse 
of the human heart. He knows what 
every action will bring in re-action in 
the business world. He knows the value 
of time and its investment, of money 
and its power, of business and its pos
sibilities, of speculation and its dan
gers, and of all the material things 
that human minds can conceive and 
create. Yet listen to what he says: 
“Business depressions are caused by 
dissipation, dishonesty, disobedience to 
God's will— a general collapse of moral 
character. Statistics show this plainly. 
W ith equal precision, they show how 
business depressions are cured. They 
are cured by moral awakening, spiritual 
revival, and the rehabilitation of right
eousness."

The scientific and materialistic world 
was shocked a few years ago by the 
sudden transition of one of its most 
high-powered and most critical scruti
nizes of material laws, the eminent 
Charles P. Steinmetz, who was such a 
master of electricity and the other 
hidden secret powers of the material 
universe that he seemed to be almost 
equal with a God in creating and con
trolling artificial lightning. A distorted, 
crippled, and grossly unpleasant being 
to look at, physically, one would have 
been inclined to believe that with his 
personal regret at God's gift to him of 
a crippled figure and with his close 
study of nature's material forces, he 
would have been steeped so deeply in 
materialism that the spiritual values of 
life would have meant nothing to him. 
Yet this man said, and it is recorded 
of him in permanent form, in answer 
to a question as to what would be the 
next great field of research and revela
tion for the human mind, “I think the 
greatest discoveries will be made along 
spiritual lines. History clearly teaches

that spiritual forces have been the 
greatest power in the development of 
men and nations. Yet we have been 
playing with them, merely, and have 
never seriously studied them as we 
have the physical forces. Some day 
people will learn that material things 
do not bring happiness and are of 
little use in making men and women 
creative and powerful. When this day 
comes, the world will see more ad
vancement in one generation than it 
has seen in the past four.”

Think of an eminent scientist whose 
knowledge of and ability to control na
ture’s forces was so pre-eminent, cast
ing all of this knowledge and power 
aside and belittling its value and raising 
the standard of spiritual values to the 
heights of supremacy!

In a little pamphlet that I wrote last 
summer while returning from Europe, 
I tried to explain what the year 1932 
meant for you. It is going to mean for 
all mankind the turning point in civil
ization. It was by no coincidence of 
war or man-made conditions or condi
tions beyond our control but of a ma
terial nature that all of the world was 
rocked in its material value in the same 
years and that the great god of money 
was shaken from its high pedestal and 
thrown to the earth where those who 
had worshipped it in adoration with 
gaze upturned and with the great light 
of the heavens blinding them to the true 
picture before them, could now examine 
their god closely and see that it was 
made of that which is corruptible, that 
which is changeable, mortal, and of the 
earth's grossest material. It was de
creed in the Cosmic laws and plans 
that man might be given the opportun
ity to sail in the heavens of material 
power and rise to the artificial heights 
of vain-glorious worship in order that 
he might taste of the poison of material 
things and then drop to the earth sud
denly and be awakened from his dreams 
to true realities.

No government of any land, no ruler 
of any people, no political power of 
any class is responsible for the lessons 
being learned today, for God decreed 
and the Cosmic carried out the divine 
will. Out of the ashes of this inter
national fire will rise not only a new 
realization in the hearts and minds of
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those who have become old in their 
idolatry of material things, but there 
will rise a new generation of people 
who will cast the money changers out 
of the human temples and who will 
destroy the golden idols and replace 
them with spiritual things and char
acters of high morals and high ideals. 
Even the rising generation is passing 
through the crucible and through the 
fire of transition, and in preparation for 
its great awakening and first stage of 
evolution the new generation is in
tolerant ox old customs and habits of 
man-made morals and creeds, of age- 
old conventions and principles, and in 
the period of change they have thrown 
to the four winds that which we have 
considered their characters and moral 
fortitude. But it is only part of the 
great change taking place and already 
we see among the young people of the 
new generation the sign of restlessness. 
The sins that tenanted them out of the 
high places of security into the valleys 
of evil and sorrow are no longer 
powerful in their ability to tempt and 
have already revealed their shallowness 
and their lack of ability to fascinate 
and enthrall. Gradually the young 
people are realizing that in sin and evil 
there is an end to all pleasure and an 
end to the variety of life. They have 
tasted of the inside of the cup and 
have drunk to the very dregs at the 
bottom to find that the bottom was too 
close to the top and that life was not a 
mystery that could be found within the 
cup but rather on the outside of it. 
Out of this discovery is rising a con
viction that character counts, that good
ness has its own inevitable rewards, and 
that purity of mind and soul will bring 
joy and peace as nothing else will.

The closer we examine into the lives 
of those now in high schools and col
leges we will find that the abandon
ment of several years ago and the utter 
disregard of moral laws and principles 
of last year are being thrown into dis
card and that now goodness of some 
degree and that spiritual values of 
some kind are entering into their con
siderations. The boys and girls alike, 
even in their teens, have learned the 
lesson that we adults learned only late 
in life. The weak are being led onward 
while the strong ones are being led 
upward. Character is being re-made,
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spiritual truths revealed, and new values 
placed upon life. This will continue 
until these young people, reaching 
adulthood, will constitute the new gen
eration in a few years. To their hands 
will come the duty, the work, the labor, 
of re-building nations, re-building our 
business principles, re-building our 
home lives, and re-building our spir
itual existence here on earth. Into their 
hearts and minds will come the inspira- 
ations and the urges from Cosmic 
decrees to re-create life upon a new 
basis.

W e who are the losers today as 
adults will have to retire and re-mould 
our thoughts while looking upon the 
stage of fife and seeing our offspring, 
the rising generation, daring to do that 
which we dared not do. They have 
dared to taste of fife early. They have 
dared to find whether the material 
things of fife really held the power that 
we had claimed for them. They have 
seen us struggle and save, labor and 
stint, accumulate and sacrifice in order 
that we might place with our dependents 
these same material things that they 
are now finding worthless, deceiving, 
shallow, and easily discredited in the 
fight of truth. They have dared to ex
periment. They have dared to discuss 
freely and analyze those things that we 
looked upon as taboo or improper, un
conventional or mysterious. They have 
torn the multicolored robe from the 
figure of Truth and brazonly faced its 
nakedness with neither shame nor re
gret, and in their astonishment great 
fight has come to them revealing the 
hypocrisy of our fives and the false 
value of standards we had established. 
To condemn them now in the midst of 
their investigation, at the very hour of 
their desertion from what we made 
them to what they will become, is to 
condemn our own shortcomings, our 
own hypocrisy, our own false living, 
and our own weaknesses. They have 
dared to do what we did not dare to 
do, and they will dare to accomplish 
in the future what we have hesitated 
to do.

Character will become the standard 
of personal evaluation. Gold will be
come the footstool beneath their feet 
and physical and material power will 
be but as simple weapons in their
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hands compared to the spiritual power 
they will create and mature within their 
beings.

Three eternal truths will constitute 
the triangle that will represent the em
blem of their lives—the three truths 
that you and I must prove to ourselves 
now through our studies and our efforts 
to recreate our lives. Again, I say. 
these truths are the eternal truths 
which constitute the foundation of all 
existence: namely, God abides, man 
abides, and the relationships between 
God and man abide.

Let us go onward then and forward 
with our banner of Rosicrucianism not 
merely leading a grand parade of those 
who are leaders and pioneers in think
ing, but acting as a guide to those who 
would follow, ever mindful of the weak 
and the tottering, the lame and the 
halt, who strive to be with us and keep 
up with us and share in our knowledge.

Let us never push onward so rapidly 
that we do not have time to stop and 
reach back with a strong arm and 
hand to help those who cannot keep 
apace with us. Let our searching eyes 
move in all directions that we may be 
watchful for the signals sent out by 
those who would hail us and join with 
us. But ever let us keep the standard 
high that our banner may be above 
and beyond the reach of hands that 
would defile it or despoil it. Let it be
come pure in the light of the Cosmic. 
Let it be brightened by the sunlight of 
the heights. Let it be lofty in every 
sense. Let us honor it but never wor
ship it. Let us respect it but never 
adore it. Let us add power to it but 
seek no power in it, for our worship, 
our adoration, should be given to God 
and in Him alone should we find the 
source of all power and all human 
earthly values.

•  •  DO YOU READ THE ROSICRUCIAN FORUM ? •  •

V V V V V

NOTICE TO ALL MEMBERS

During the middle of July the Imperator will be extremely busy with 
Convention details, interviews and lectures, and immediately after the Con
vention and for four weeks thereafter the Imperator will be away from his 
office on his annual period of meditation, contemplation, study and psychic 
contact. The Imperator, therefore, desires that we ask all those who usually 
write to him regarding certain lectures, lessons, or certain spiritual matters, 
to refrain from doing so until after the first of September, because such 
letters will not reach him and he will not be able to answer them promptly. 
All usual letters pertaining to studies, teachings, dues, etc., should be di
rected as always to the other departments. Such departments ask your kind 
assistance in making your letters complete but brief, and in making your 
reports, remittances and answers to questions very prompt throughout the 
entire summer so that there will be no congestion of the correspondence at 
any time. Just as you are expected to maintain your regular study periods 
during the summer so every department will continue to serve you.
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& SANCTUM MUSINGS

RUNNING FROM LIFE

O D E R N  civiliza
tion,  in normal  
times, offers every 
man effectual ways 
of attaining some 
position of aver
age importance in 
life. From the pri
mary school to the 
university  th e  
basis of our sys
tem of modern ed
u c a t i o n  i s  t he  
recognition of an 

equality of intelligence— uniform stock, 
as it were. When this same human 
stock has passed through the various 
processes of preparation and finishing, 
it is more than likely equal in every 
didactic sense. The outside world of 
industry and business accepts the in
dividual for the finish he has acquired 
in the process. If he thoroughly mas
tered the curriculum of his profession 
or trade, he is permitted to establish 
himself in it on a par with others who 
have mastered it alike. The intelligence, 
the raw substance upon which was 
superimposed education, is not per
mitted to add its merit to the standard 
qualifications. Thus, native intelligence 
is valued alone as an attribute in direct
ing one’s acquired education to one's 
best advantage.

Intelligence that has not been placed 
in the "category” of a profession or 
trade is thought of as crude and un
polished. Self-expression, incited by 
pure reason and intelligence, is check
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mated by the phrase, "W hat authorities 
can vou name to support it?” Thus, 
we find many noble works and ideas 
only finding appreciation decades later 
in remarks of approval by contempo
raries who, strange to say, become the 
authorities of another's pristine concept. 
W hy do modern men and women en
dure being routed through this mill 
of standardization— standardization in 
news reports, bv radio, newspapers, 
periodicals,— standardization in litera
ture, by book-of-the-month clubs, and 
traveling lecturers on current topics—  
standardization in music through the 
medium of thousands of pieces of sheet 
music, and tons of phonograph records? 
Even in the worship of the Deity are 
we instructed as to how and when to 
worship by potentates, high councils, 
and ecclesiastical assemblies.

The answer is quite simple; it is the 
way of least resistance. It has been 
decreed by society that by the perfor
mance of a certain, well-defined routine 
in whatever channel man has placed 
himself, he will ultimately reach the 
head of that channel. Barring depres
sion, competition, ill health, and other 
acts of politics, economics, and God, 
undoubtedly he will attain the head of 
a particular channel in life. Yet when 
he arrives there he finds others who 
preceded him and who are not pleased 
with the prize that civilization offers for 
professional or business success. They 
are restless, seeking they know not 
what. They concentrated upon their 
training, their acquired knowledge, until



it brought to them all that had been 
depicted for this specialization in know
ledge. Yet it was an empty victory.

UndouDtedly, all through life such 
individuals who have attained the so- 
called success as outlined by society 
for one who rigidly abides by the 
standards of his educational training 
and the code of his profession or busi
ness, have felt an urge to pursue other 
paths. T h ey  have wished to give vent 
to a compelling, haunting desire. W hen 
in brief meditation like a flash thrown 
upon an inner, mental screen have pic
tures appeared in all their details of the 
station they should assume in life, and 
the falsity of the customs being prac
ticed. To only dare cast aside the 
hypocrisy of the system, to be able to 
venture in quest of this subtle some
thing that throbs within their breast!

Upon further contemplation, the in
dividual comes to weigh the values, and 
voluntarily determines that experience 
gained in following a pursuit for which 
he is trained is safer. It is economically 
sound, though undoubtedly lacking in 
the element of joy in work that pleases 
and thrills. He selects the security of 
habit, well-formed though drugging to 
his soul in contrast to the freedom and 
the romance of inspired self-expression. 
This struggle for supremacy continues 
through life, the searing inner flame 
needing only to be fanned into a fire 
of zeal, fighting a losing battle with 
the plodding, methodical consciousness, 
which is lashed into submission by will. 
This constant turmoil is not inducive to 
peace of mind or well-being; it in
culcates restlessness, irritability, and 
cynicism.
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Perhaps the greatest crime of all to
day is the 'Running Away From Life'. 
W ith continuous propaganda being 
promulgated for selecting a career early 
in life and ‘sticking to it notwithstand
ing.' many suppress the Cosmic urges 
of their own natures as emotional in
terferences with their academic prac
tice. They never hesitate a moment in 
the mad race of existence with its cus
toms, habits, and conventions, to an
alyze their psychic impressions. W hen
ever they are engulfed in the exhilarat
ing wave of psychic insight that tingles 
every fibre of their being and seems to 
cry out in every cell to “embrace me

for but a brief time so that I may show 
you the splendors of the world of indi
vidual creative ability,” they shake 
themselves like a dog in the surf, cast
ing it off. There are others who have 
caught the vision’s splendor in all of its 
grandeur and immensity; they have be
come conscious of a magnificent occa
sion to accomplish the unusual in life 
— to create that which is non-existent 
in form, to give to the world a new 
form, beauty, or ideal. They are aware 
of a vast means for manifesting that 
which is yet unborn in the world of 
reality. Then they drag downward this 
vision, while yet intangible, to the earth 
to be tainted with the temporal. They 
attempt to classify it, to embody it in 
the order of the day, to compare it 
with the existing things which re
semble it and which the world has 
called fine. It becomes limited, its orig
inality becomes an oddity, a disparity, 
and that is all. Instead of reaching 
upward to the vision, they have brought 
it down to criticize it. They fear its 
non-acceptance by the world of men 
because of its distinctiveness. It will 
require courage to introduce the new. 
the strange, to combat with the old 
order of things— the accepted. “Forget 
the dream, the ideal, the aspiration,” 
say they; “It is too difficult; it would 
require pioneering, subjecting oneself to 
ridicule, criticism, and affront for dis
turbing conventions." Then again, who 
are they? W hat authorities are they 
on the subject? Can they say, “I have 
an idea, a concept; it is alone mine. I 
am without support by the established 
authorities. My idea challenges that 
which is accepted and revolutionizes 
the theories of the time. I know it is 
possible; it is simple. Yet I have not 
studied any orthodox, academic works 
that teach or propound it; but I know 
it can be accomplished.” They feel that 
to propose any such consideration of 
their Cosmic inspiration— be it in mu
sic, art, philosophy, or science— would 
be too gigantic a task for them, its 
responsibility too great; it requires too 
many sacrifices. They run from life.

It is impossible to avoid the distress 
that this stifling of the inner urge pro
duces— the uneasiness, the restlessness 
that tears at the soul and mind. These 
must be appeased or one dwells in men-
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tal inferno. Complete occupation of 
the outer consciousness—  the objective 
mind— prevents the subjective impulses 
from penetrating into the realm of real
ization. They therefore plunge into the 
mass of details piled high about them: 
the petty things of their daily occupa
tions keep their consciousness in har
ness without relaxation. A moment's 
relaxation and meditation and they find 
their desire throbbing, pounding for re
lease: and accompanying it, the attend
ant fear of making the try. W hen 
away from business affairs, the sensu
ous pleasures are indulged in to pro
duce the same effect— occupation of the 
mind. Always they attempt to prevent 
facing the question, Shall I give my 
whole self to this inspired thought re
gardless of the consequences? Shall I 
seek in it the happiness that awaits me 
regardless of its eccentricity? Shall I 
repudiate my adopted life with indif
ference to the criticisms of staid, 
illiberal orthodoxy?" Never do they 
admit to themselves their own pro
crastination, their constant self-excuse 
that they are engrossed in affairs of 
greater importance. W hat a humilia
tion to one's own soul to call a thought 
of one’s own or another that requires 
ponderance ‘ too deep”. W hat a shame 
to pass by a concept as being "beyond 
one” and not entertain it long enough 
at least to realize one's ignorance or 
knowledge of it. Such indolence is 
even more than running from life; it is 
a sacrilege; it is a wilful attempt to 
exterminate intelligence and supplant 
intellectual automatism.

The moral coward is also quite pre
valent. He fears not the jeers of the 
throng nor the scoff of the pedagogue, 
but he stands aghast at the profundity 
of his own ideas. W hen on the horizon 
of his thoughts there is mirrored a re
flection of the workings of Infinity, he 
is staggered by its clarity. He cannot 
conceive that a human mind can em
brace such thoughts. He fears that it is 
a sacrilege to dare believe that it is 
possible for him to venture into the 
realm of the unknown. W hen the Cos
mic flash of light illuminates the 
darkened corners of his mind and he 
perceives clearly Infinity’s purpose, he 
is overawed. He rebukes what he be
lieves is his own audacity. It seems to
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be an illicit light. He has stolen a glance 
into Infinity. He becomes overwhelmed 
with the vastness of it and suppresses 
the memory of the experience as a 
weird fantasy, thrilling but frightening. 
If he ever again turns to the Cosmic 
light, he approaches it timidly as though 
it would suddenly consume him and he 
would lose his identity in this sea of 
Infinite wisdom which he waded into 
unawares. He fears to make his revela
tion known; so startling is it to him 
that he believes the utterance of it 
would reverberate throughout the world 
until it became a maddening roar that 
would drown out all the existing illu
sions. These illusions of the world— be 
they wrong— are hoary with tradition, 
and he dares not— so he feels— disturb 
them in their error.

Throw off the shackles of mental sub
mission to standardization of thought, 
and practice introversion. Project your 
consciousness inward; let the light of 
I lfinite wisdom shine through you. Do 
not run from life. True living is not 
conformity to channels of thought or 
expression; but true living is giving full 
and unrestricted expression to every 
constructive Cosmic urge you receive. 
Everything is in motion and going 
through change. Even one’s own 
thoughts and consciousness are not 
stationary; that which never changes in 
form is unnatural. Standardization of 
thinking and doing is a violation of 
natural law. In all forms of nature we 
find a flux, a shifting, a change. It is 
but natural that man today should have 
thouqhts that transcend all that is now 
known. If the light of your visionary 
ideas is so intense that its brilliance 
absorbs the past light of ages, it is 
worthy of the reflection it casts. Man 
can never transcend his rightful heri
tage of knowledge. Man's right to 
know is unlimited. Man, therefore, no 
matter how presumDtous his concept, 
is never a trespasser. All that man’s 
mind can circumscribe, he can know. 
Man is capable of answering any ques
tion that he can ask. Once the mind 
has formed the question, it has con
tacted the sphere wherein lies the an
swer in all of its Infinite simplicity. The 
question may always be answered for 
the one asking if he but continues his 
search on the same level of thought.



The Cosmic Genie
IT IS LIKE THE GENII OF ANCIENT FABLES
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N CE upon a time 
— a s aJJ s t o r i  es 
expl ai n —  many 
persons  believed 
in the existence 
of genii, and at
tributed to them 
the strange occur
r e n c e s  in life.  
Now science in
forms us that it 
has finally photo
graphed and given 

positive identifica
tion to a little cell of living matter 
which the learned scientists have chris
tened the “genie.”

According to these scientists, the di
vine purpose and mission of the little 
genie is so great and so ponderous that 
we wonder how such a microscopically 
small body of matter can be the master 
of so many millions of other cells as are 
found in the human body. In fact, it 
would appear that this little material 
and chemical genie has been credited 
with the duties and divine purposes of 
the Cosmic genie, if we are permitted 
to borrow the name, genie, and use it 
in this way.

In other words, science would now 
have us believe that the little cell which 
they have named the genie is respon
sible for much that we have attributed 
to a certain law or principle of the uni
verse, and we are naturally reluctant 
to allow this little new arrival in the 
field of scientific speculation to rob the 
Cosmic genie of all of its glory.

According to announcements from 
the Carnegie Institute at Washington, 
the little genii, known heretofore as 
chromomeres, are the little treasure 
caskets or sealed mystery cells which 
pass from one generation of being to 
another in a direct line, and constitute 
the inheritance chest. Within these 
sealed cells, so small that they must be 
highly magnified by a microscope be
fore even a large group o f  them becomes 
visible, is contained such chemical and. 
shall we say, special psychic matter or 
mental impulses that will determine 
whether the offspring will be blond or 
brunette, tall or short, a musician or an 
artist, a philosopher or a mechanic, or 
reap the harvest of sin already sown, 
or be fortunate and free from all worry 
and trials and tribulations. In other 
words, this little cell is the seal of in
heritance in which all of the charac
terization of father and grandfather are 
transmitted by parent to child, and is 
responsible for family traits, family 
likenesses, customs and habits. Being 
well born would mean having within 
one's body at birth one or more of 
these genii inherited from our forbears, 
and carrying within its little body the 
ideal characteristics of personality and 
behavior that are desirable. Being 
poorly born in a social and ethical sense 
would mean being born with some of 
these genii, carrying within their bodies 
certain undesirable attributes, tend
encies, and human qualifications. This 
reduces the whole of our inherited 
tendencies to a matter of chemical
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transmission via the genie. W e know 
as a positive fact, on the other hand, 
that what we inherit from our forbears 
in the way of characteristic tendencies, 
and habits, represents only a small por
tion of the undeveloped assignment 
which we must follow and obey, re
gardless of other Cosmic laws and 
principles or our own desires and 
wishes.

To those who believe that the in
herited characteristics of each human 
being are the most dominant and the 
most influential, the little genie will 
now stand out as a monument to scien
tific learning. To those of us who be
lieve that heredity and inherited influ
ences, transmitted to us by our forbears, 
represent only a portion of the char
acter that we will form as months and 
years go by the new explanations about 
the chromomeres as a genie will not be 
acceptable.

W e are not denying that inheritance 
plays a very prominent part in our 
general characteristics, mental abilities 
and processes of becoming a more 
evolved human being in accordance 
with the laws of evolution, but we can
not accept the chemical theory of in
heritance as being exclusive nor as be
ing more important than the spiritual. 
Rosicrucianism teaches that through the 
blood stream, through the chemical 
transfusion of matter from one genera
tion to another, we do inherit certain 
material, earthly tendencies and habits, 
and even of characteristics of speech 
and appearance. There are today two 
schools arguing the effect of these prin
ciples— the one claiming that inheritance 
is a dominating factor in our evolution, 
and the other arguing that environment 
overcomes all the effects of inheritance 
and is the real power in molding our 
lives.

The Rosicrucian steps in, however, 
and says that the real genie to be con
sidered is that genie of our past incar
nations which we call the soul. Here is 
something definite, concrete, divinely 
made and easily understandable.

Through each incarnation we build 
up in the soul or the psychic self a 
personality or character that is inde
structible and immortal. It is this inner 
self, the real genie of each being, that
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is transmitted from one incarnation to 
another, not chemically, not by blood, 
and not by human conception, but by 
divine conception and divine transmu
tation. This sealed self of inner perso
nality is an indelible record of all the 
past experiences which have been our 
lot in lives and times gone by. It is the 
great unforgettable record upon which 
are kept all of those experiences in 
other lives which have taught great 
lessons or revealed to us great laws and 
principles. It is our selves in the mak
ing of the ineffaceable mold which de
termines precisely what we shall be and 
what we shall do in our present lives. 
Each hour of the day at the present 
time, as in the past, each of us has 
been adding to this little record of the 
self within what we shall be and what 
we shall experience and what we shall 
do in the next life, and this is trans
mitted from one incarnation to another 
as a part of the soul that comes to us 
with the breath of life.

Again I say that it is absolutely true 
that certain parts of the cells of life, 
transmitted physically by parent to 
child, contain physical and even some 
mental tendencies, but these are all sub
servient to the immutable laws and 
powers of the greater cell within. 
Through the physical genie which 
science considers so important, we may 
inherit from our forbears physical 
weaknesses, tendencies toward certain 
diseases and chronic ailments, certain 
habits and many good points and 
powers. But the experiences of the 
past, the lessons really learned, the 
vows taken, the obligations willingly 
assumed, the determinations made, the 
conclusions reached, are all more potent 
factors in the guidance of our present 
lives and the working out of our char
acters in each incarnation than all of 
the genii that science has been able to 
find in the physical composition of man.

In the Cosmic genie, which each soul 
carried with it from incarnation to in
carnation, is the seat of the will power 
which man can exert and use to combat 
and overcome the inherited weaknesses 
of his forbears, or he can use this Cos
mic power to strengthen the strong 
points, the excellent qualifications, the 
good tendencies that he has inherited.

f o ]
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The entire physical make-up of man 
is under the rule and under the guid
ance of the Cosmic genie of the soul. 
This self within when awakened and 
given the opportunity to exert its power, 
transcends all physical tendencies, all 
physical inheritances and all physical 
effects of environment and blood. It is 
this Cosmic self that can bring the 
lowest and the most human of human 
beings to the greatest heights. It is this 
Cosmic self that can recreate the life of 
any human being and regenerate it and 
start it on a new career of victory over 
all of the physical tendencies and in
herited impulses of the human body.

The sole purpose of reincarnation or 
being reborn again and again is to give 
us in each incarnation the effect, the 
advantage, the power of our accumu
lated evolutions. Not one of us is born 
as a new being with merely certain 
tendencies attached to our inexperi
enced selves through physical transmis
sion. If that were true, then, un
doubtedly, the physical inheritance 
would be the dominating factor in each 
generation of each family. All the ex
periences of life tend to show that in 
each family where the Cosmic self 
within is awakened and allowed to 
bring to bear upon life the record of 
its past lessons and past experiences 
and the wisdom which it has acquired, 
it has changed the general tendencies 
of the person's life and brought him to 
a position of freedom from inherited 
conditions, and made him captain of 
his soul and captain of the change of 
life.

In many families we find sons and 
daughters who have gone on in their 
ordinary ways of life, living truly the 
impulses of inheritance and manifesting 
on the surface only that which lies just 
beneath the skin. In such families we 
often find, however, one child or per
haps more who have risen above the 
mild influences of inheritance and be
come masters of their lives through the 
awakening of the soul and the quicken
ing of the Cosmic genie within them. 
W hen this influence steps to the front 
and dominates the will and the think-

V V
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ing, the acting and the doing through
out life, we find the inherited tendencies 
being cast aside one by one until finally 
the child no longer looks like or lives 
like or is in any way spiritually, men
tally, or physically a replica of the in
herited tendencies of his forbears.

Through this marvelous law of the 
Cosmic man has been able to evolve 
beyond the limitations of inheritance. 
Families, like branches of a tree, would 
be much alike, and we would find new
ness of character, strength of perso
nality, power of exploration, uniqueness 
of thinking, all minimized if there were 
no Cosmic genie within us to overcome 
the physical tendencies of the inherited 
chromomeres.

None of us can know in childhood 
or even with sureness in adulthood 
what wc may have inherited through 
the physical genie or the Cosmic genie, 
nor acquired by environment. Once we 
awaken, however, the self within and 
learn how to develop its powers and be 
guided by its subtle influences through 
attuning ourselves with all of the Cos
mic principles, we discover our lives are 
being guided by a principle, a wisdom, 
an intellect, a divine law that is superior 
to all physical laws. It is this Cosmic 
self that will carry each human being 
and his various periods of incarnation 
on to the highest goal and the great 
pinnacle of success and perfection in 
life while the inherited tendencies of the 
chromomere or of the little physical 
genie will lift no man above the heights 
of his forbears or beyond the limita
tions of his antecedents.

For this reason, each one of us 
should give time and thought to the ex
pression of the self within. W e can do 
this by attuning ourselves with the right 
thinking, by studying how to quicken 
the self within and how to listen to the 
still, small voice, and by becoming 
attuned with Cosmic laws to such an 
extent that they operate perfectly and 
efficiently in us and through us. The 
object of the Rosicrucian Brotherhood 
is thus fulfilled through its teachings 
and through its constant guidance.

V V V
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MEISTER ECKHART
Each  m onth th e re  w ill appear excerp ts from  the w ritin gs o f fam ous teach ers and 

th in kers of the past. T h is  w ill give our readers an opportunity  o f know ing these minds 
through the p resen ta tio n s o f w ritin g s w hich ty p ify  th eir  thoughts. O ccasionally such w riters 
w ill be p resented  th rou gh  the tran s la tio n s or in terp retation s of o th er em inent au thors or 
th in k ers o f the past.

T h is  m onth we introduce to you M eister E ck h a rt. H e has been called the fa th e r of the 
Germ an m ystics, also  the philosophical, creativ e genius o f th e Germ an m ystics and the 
fa th e r of G erm an speculation. H is fam ous E ck h a rt m anu scrip ts are recognized by the G er
man Rosicruc-ians and by the R osicru eian  O rder throughout the world as the w ork of a 
R osicru cian . H e w as a learned m em ber o f the D om inican or preaching order and for some 
tim e lecto r b ib licu s at the U n iversity  o f P a r is , also o f the D om inican College of S t. Ja co b  
w here he w as given h is tit le  M eister by  P op e B o n iface  V I I I .

I t  is not ex a ctly  known, but it is th ought th at he graduated in Cologne in the S ch o lasti
cism  of A lbert M agnus (1205-1281) and T hom as A quinas (1226-1274) whose system  was at 
th at tim e rapid ly  acq u irin g  its  hold. H e held d ifferen t ad m in istrative and political posts in 
the province. H e was well known because of the fact that he preferred  teach in g  in what 
was term ed the 'vu lgar tongue' in co n trast to sch o lastic  L atin , He gained a great num ber 
o f fo llow ers am ong the m ass at larg e and the la ity . T h e  grow th of h is follow ing and popu
la r ity  alarm ed the chu rch  au th orities. T h ey  accused him of num erous th ings, prin cipally  
o f the fac t th at he preached in the "vulgar tongu e' instead o f L atin . He was excom m uni
cated by the Church in 1329, a fte r  h is  death. T h e  ch arges w ere num erous— in fac t, he was 
charged w ith preach in g seventeen d ifferen t, h eretical doctrines.

A s to his actual life  very l it t le  is know n. No date is given as to his b irth  and in fact 
the place o f h is b irth  is unknow n. Sp ecu lations are th a t he w as born about 1260 e ith er in 
S tra ssb u rg  or Saxon y.

I t  is a p leasure to give the student in m ysticism  and philosophy as well as to the R o si
crucian , some o f his w ritin gs, as p resented  by F ra n z  P fe iffe r  and translated  by C. De B . 
Evans.

THE DIVINE BEING

O MAN can tell 
of God exac t l y  
what he is. Ac
cording to St. Di
onysius, God is 
not anything we 
can say or think. 
S t. A u g u s t i n e  
cried: ’I who have 
ever been in God 
and ever more 
shall be, would 
sooner I had never 
been and never 

should be than that we found a single 
word that we could say of God. W ere 
we compelled to speak of God, in that 
case I should say: Verily, in no sense 
is God comprehensible nor yet unattain-
T w o  hundred sixty-seven

able. God is what thought cannot bet
ter.' Nay, I declare God beggars hu
man thought: he transcends all human 
conception. No man knows what God 
is. Aught that a man could or would 
think of God, God is not at all. It is 
the nature of the soul not to be satis
fied except with God. But all that heart 
can desire is small, is insignificant com
pared with God. Yet man's thought 
may be never so rich or so rare but 
his desire outstrips it. So he transcends 
man's desire as well as transcending 
human thought.

St. Dionysius says God is naught. 
Meaning that God is as incomprehen
sible as naught. St. Bernard says, I 
know not what God is; but what 1
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know not that he is that same is he. 
A heathen philosopher maintains that 
what we know of the First Cause is 
rather what we are ourselves than 
what the First Cause is. For that passes 
understanding. And in this strain the 
heathen doctor argues in his book, 
"The Light of Lights," that God is 
super-essential, super-rational, super
intelligible, i.e., beyond the natural un
derstanding. I speak not of gracious 
understanding. By grace man may be 
carried to the length of understanding 
as St. Paul understood who was caught 
up into the third heaven and saw un
speakable things. He saw, but was not 
able to express them. For what a man 
knows he knows in its cause or in its 
mode or in its effect. But in these re
spects God remains unknown, for he is 
the first. Further, he is modeless, i.e., 
undetermined. And he is without effect, 
that is, in his mysterious stillness. Here 
he abides apart from the names that 
are given him. Moses asked his name. 
God answered, He who is hath sent 
thee. Otherwise he could not tell it. 
God as simply being, in that sense he 
could never give himself to be known 
to creature. Not that he could not do 
it, but creature could not understand it. 
— I have often laid it down that God's 
lordship does not lie merely in his lord
ship over creatures; his lordsnip con
sists in his power to create a thousand 
worlds and dominate them all in his 
abstract essence. Therein lies his lord
ship. Dionysius and Gregory both 
teach that the Divine Being is not 
comprehensible in any sense; not to 
any wit nor any understanding, not 
even to angelic mind even at its 
clearest. It was said by a philosopher 
that whoso knows of God that he is 
unknown, that man knows God. For it 
is the height of gnosis and perception 
to know and understand in agnosia 
and a-perception. To know him really 
is to know him as unknowable. As the 
master puts it: If I must speak of God, 
then I will say, God is something 
which is in no sense to be reached or 
grasped; and I know nothing else 
about him. According to St. Augustine, 
what we say about God is not true: 
what we say that God is he is not; 
what we say he is not that he is rather 
than what we say that he is. Nothing

we can say of God is true. God's worth 
and God’s perfection cannot be put 
into words. When I say man, I have 
in my mind human nature. W hen I 
say grey, I have in my mind the grey
ness of grey. W hen I say God, I have 
in my mind neither God's majesty nor 
his perfection. Dionysius insists that 
the more we can abstract from God 
the better by negation than by affirma
tion. Hence the dictum of one master 
that to argue about God from likeness 
is to argue falsely about him, but to 
argue by denials is to argue about him 
correctly. Dionysius says, writing about 
God, He is super-essential, he is super
luminous; he attributes to him neither 
this nor that. For whatever he con
ceives, God far transcends it. There is 
no knowing him by likeness. Rather by 
attributing unlikeness may we make 
some approach to understanding him. 
Take an illustration. Supposing I de
scribe a ship to someone who has never 
seen one, then on looking at a stone he 
will plainly see that it is not a ship. 
And the plainer he sees that it is not 
ship-like, the more he will know about 
a ship. It is the same with God. The 
more we impute to him not-likeness, 
the nearer do we get to understanding 
him. Holy Scripture yields us merely 
privatives. That we should credit God 
with matter form and work is due to 
our gross senses. W e fail to find God 
one because we try to come at him by 
likeness. Dionysius cries: ‘Friend Tim
othy, if thou wouldst catch the spirit 
of truth pursue it not with the human 
senses. It is so swift, it comes rushing.’ 
God is to be sought in opposites; in 
knowing shall we know God; in forget
fulness of ourselves and all things even 
to the naked essence of the Godhead. 
Dionysius was exhorting one of his 
disciples. 'Friend,' quoth he, ‘cease 
from all activity and empty thyself of 
self that thou mayst commune with the 
Sovran Good, God, namely.’ Pray God 
we may seek him so that we shall find 
him nevermore to lose him. Amen.

Poverty

The really virtuous man does not 
want God. W hat I have I want not. 
He makes no plans, he sets no store by 
things. As God is higher than man, so
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is he readier to give than man is to 
receive. Not by his fasts and vigils and 
his many outward works does a man 
prove his progress in the virtuous life, 
but it is a sure sign of his growth if he 
finds eternal things more and more 
attractive than the things that pass. 
The man who has a thousand marks of 
gold and gives it all away for love of 
God is doing a fine thing; yet I say, it 
were far finer and far better for him 
to despise it, setting it at naught on 
God’s account.

A man should orient his will and all 
his works to God and having only God 
in view go forward unafraid, not think
ing, am I right or am I wrong. One 
who worked out all the chances ere 
starting his first fight would never fight 
at all. And if, going to some place, we 
must think how to set the front foot 
down we shall never get there. It is 
our duty to do the next thing; go 
straight on, that is the right way.

There are five kinds of poverty. The 
first is devilish poverty; the second, 
golden poverty; the third is willing 
poverty; the fourth is spiritual poverty; 
the fifth, divine poverty.

The first, or devilish poverty, applies 
to all who have not what they fain 
would have, outward or inward. That 
is their hell. ,

The second, golden poverty, is theirs 
who in the midst of goods and prop
erties pass empty in and out. If every
thing they own was burnt the effect on 
them would be to leave them quite un
moved. Heaven must needs be theirs 
and they would have no less.

The third is willing poverty and be
longs to those who, renouncing goods 
and honours, body and soul, leave 
everything with right good grace. These 
give judgment with the twelve apostles 
and by pronouncing judgment it is 
their judgment day who, knowing what 
they leave, yet set another in their 
heart and mightily bestir themselves 
about their own departures. Such are 
the willing poor.

The fourth are spiritual poor. These 
have forsaken friends and kindred, not

merely goods and honour, body and 
soul; further they are quit of all good 
works; the eternal W ord does all their 
work while they are idle and exempt 
from all activity. And since in the 
eternal W ord is neither bad nor good, 
therefore they are absolutely empty.

The fifth are godly poor, for God 
can find no place in them to work in. 
Theirs is riddance without and within 
for they are bare and free from all 
contingent form. This is the man: in 
this man all men are one man and that 
man is Christ. O f him one master says, 
“Earth was never worthy of this man 
who looks on Heaven and earth the 
same.' This man is object-free in time 
and in eternity.

Not enough of those who have no 
object in eternity, but one thing more 
of those who are objectless in time. 
W hat is meant by object? There are 
two objects; one is otherness (not I) ; 
the other is a man’s own proper self 
(his I).

The first otherness is becoming, all 
that has come into existence; such 
things breed otherness and pass away. 
This applies to the passage of time.

He who knows one matter in all 
things remains unmoved. For matter is 
the subject of form and there can be 
no matter without form nor form de
void of matter. Form without matter is 
nothing at all; but matter ever cleaves to 
form and is one undivided whole in 
every single part of it. Now, since form 
in itself is naught, therefore it moves 
nothing. And since matter is perfectly 
impartiable, therefore it is unmoved. 
This man then is unmoved by form or 
matter and is therefore objectless in 
time.

Man's other object is to possess his 
proper self, to identify himself with all 
perfection, with that most precious 
treasure his own aught; that is his 
quest. Now, when a thing has gotten 
its own form, no more nor less, that 
thing is all its own and no one else's. 
He who conceives this really is per
fect in the sense that he is wholly ob
jectless to eternity, etc.

V V V V V

"He who interrupts my thoughts, interrupts my life.”— Validvar.
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Sin
ITS PHILOSOPHICAL CONSIDERATION

B y  F rater C id G uzney

H A T is Sin?
Sin  is wrong 

action that brings 
s o m e  h a r m  to 
others and makes 
m o r e  f o r  o u r 
selves.

Then, what is 
right and what is 
wrong action?

R i g h t  a n d  
wrong like heat 
and cold,  have 
relative meanings. 

One and the same action performed by 
two different individuals may be right in 
one case and wrong in another. For in
stance, it is a right thing for a husband 
to kiss his wife, but it is a wrong thing 
for another man to kiss the same 
woman, while she is a faithful wife of 
the first one.

"W hat is meat for one is poison for 
another."

Or such example: It is undoubtedly 
sinful action to put to fire a house of 
somebody without the desire and per
mission of that person. By making war 
against our enemies, we destroy vil
lages and towns, and even kill per
fectly good men by thousands, yet 
assure ourselves that we are doing 
good deeds, that we don't commit any 
sin at all.

From the stand-point of our laws, 
we are obliged to destroy our enemies 
in any way we can, in order to save our

own country from the same or worse 
destruction. Do our laws agree or dis
agree with the Cosmic? W e don’t 
know exactly. But the mode of life is 
such that we are here to do something, 
and by doing things learn the laws of 
the Cosmic and the secrets of our suc
cess. The more we act and do things, 
the greater the capacity we develop in 
our nature for doing things. The 
greatest doers among men are really 
the most advanced individuals in our 
community, though they might be clas
sified sometimes as the greatest sinners.

Mighty doers always command re
spect and admiration of their contempo
raries and posterity, though they might 
be great sinners from our ordinary 
stand-point. Look into the history of 
humanity and recollect the deeds of 
Genghis Khan and Napoleon. Those 
two men by their doings destroyed mil
lions of human lives: they destroyed 
kingdoms and empires; consequently, 
they were the greatest of sinners. So it 
looks at a glance. But watch the his
tory closely, and you'll see that those 
mighty doers were epoch-makers. They 
broke the crystallized conditions in a 
certain part of mankind, if not in the 
whole world, and opened the way for 
new epochs of history, scarcely know
ing what they were doing or what they 
were doing it for. It means that they 
were nothing more than the tools in 
the hands of an Intelligence higher 
than that of man. They showed that
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they were good tools, but not sinners; 
they were too great to be ordinary sin
ners; they were above sin.

Now turning our attention to the or
dinary daily life, we might meet such 
actions as this: Suppose a little boy, 
three years old, burned a house, while 
playing with fire. Is the boy a sinner, 
or not? W hat kind of law could we 
apply to him and how could we judge 
him? W e are helpless to use our ordi
nary laws in this case, because the 
“criminal” is innocent and too ignorant 
for that. Or suppose that an idiot put 
to fire the same house while trying to 
have some fun for himself and others. 
Some sort of punishment should be 
applied to him, but in a small degree, 
because he is too weak-minded for any 
serious judgment. Or suppose the same 
home was set afire by a man of average 
intelligence, but one who was possessed 
with a beastly character and was seek
ing revenge of his neighbor for some 
old grievances. This man, if caught, 
shall be punished by the whole extent 
of the mundane law; nor can he expect 
any exemption from the Cosmic law.

It is proved in our life that the richer 
the man the higher taxes he pays. The 
riper the man mentally the more re
sponsibility he bears on his shoulders.

However, mentality alone never could 
be used as a standard measure for 
punishment. It might happen that the 
brainiest man in a community would 
commit the greatest crime and have 
slight, if at all, punishment. Suppose, 
for example, that a genius, like the late 
Thomas Edison, advised his best assist
ant to try in a laboratory some new 
chemical admixture. Suppose that ad
mixture. when tried, proved to be a 
terrific explosive, like dynamite, or even 
worse. Naturally, the whole laboratory 
and everything in it, including the 
assistant himself, was blown into atoms.

Indirectly, the genius is resoonsible 
for the death of his no less talented 
assistant. But who can judge the 
genius as a criminal? If he would come 
into court and frankly confess his sin, 
even then the severest punishment could 
not be applied to him.

Now, looking at those actions, or 
sins, from the standpoint of the actors, 
or sinners, we would observe that a

three year old boy. regardless of his 
innocence and ignorance, shall be im
pressed by his wrong action for the 
rest of his life. Afterwhile, being a 
father himself, he would be careful 
with his own children, and tell the sad 
story to his neighbors of how he did 
commit a crime by carelessness of his 
parents, and in that way teach other 
parents how they must be careful when 
training their children in regard to 
playing with fire.

An idiot, being caught and punished, 
which measure could be applied to him. 
would understand, as far as his brain 
could permit him, that to play with 
fire is not so much fun, after all.

An average, but beastly man, would 
learn that the evil doings always bring 
evil results; therefore, they never should 
be repeated.

But the greatest lesson would be 
learned by the genius. His wrong ac
tion or sin would teach him that un
known chemical substances should be 
handled with great precaution in order 
to avoid such terrible unhappiness. 
More than that, he would remember the 
formula he gave to the assistant, and 
naturally repeat the admixture in better 
conditions and make a new invention, 
which may revolutionize the whole line 
of a certain work.

Analyzing those wrong actions, or 
sins, from the outside, enables us to 
learn a good lesson for ourselves. It is 
clear to us that the three year old boy 
committed his crime with no evil inten
tion, but through his ignorance. The 
idiot who set fire to the house for the 
fun of it performed that action, or sin, 
through his utter ignorance. The ma
ture man, setting fire to a house, knew 
perfectly well that he committed a 
crime, or sin. But he was ignorant 
about the tricks of policemen and the 
psychological experiments of the judge, 
who might find a criminal even without 
witnesses. Still more, he was ignorant 
about the Karmic law, from which no 
evil doer ever can escape. Finally, a 
great genius, who was indirectly re
sponsible for the death of his assistant, 
committed that sin by his utter igno
rance in this particular case.

It is clear now why. “Ignorance is 
the mother of all sins."

( 6 )
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Ignorance is the worst sin that any 
man ever could have. Annihilate the 
mother— ignorance, and the children—  
sins, would not be born in this life. 
“Knowledge is light and ignorance is 
darkness,” runs the proverb. Ignorance, 
as the greatest sin, and with it the 
smaller sins, disappears from the field 
of knowledge like darkness from light. 
As in darkness we cannot see that a 
snare might be in our pathway, so 
when sinning, we don’t realize what 
horrible consequences will inevitably 
follow.

Here we reach a very interesting 
point in our reasoning. Many people, 
knowing not what is good and what is 
bad, refrain from actions at all. trying 
to save their souls, without knowing 
that:

"He who wants to save his soul shall 
lose it. and he who loses his soul shall 
find it."

In this expression of the Master is 
hidden great wisdom. It teaches us 
that by our actions— good or bad— we 
are going ahead to the supreme heights 
of knowledge, and that without actions 
we perish from stagnation, and rot 
morally and spiritually.

Observe your own actions, and those 
of others around you, and you will see 
that there is no action in this world 
that perishes in vain. Right actions 
teach us what we shall do in this life, 
and wrong actions, or sins, teach us 
what we shall not do. Both of them, 
right and wrong together, move us 
ahead in our advancement. In other 
words, not only our good actions, but 
also all our sins could be used as step
ping stones for our success in the 
future.

Lost are those individuals who re
frain from actions, because they are 
afraid to make mistakes, or commit 
sins. Pious and lazy undoers are

averted by their appearance, while 
great sinners are admired by the people, 
and the Cosmic expects from them 
great and good things in the future. 
All great sinners have proved that they 
could do great things, that they have 
enough courage, and dare to do things 
on their own account, taking all the re
sponsibility for themselves, be it neces
sary, without shrinking from any pun
ishment. For a while they are great 
sinners, harm doers for themselves and 
for others. But the time will come 
when they shall realize the law of life, 
that they are compelled to reap what 
they sow in their past, and then those 
great sinners will turn their abilities to 
do great things to the right side, and 
become great doers in the right way. 
They will do good things with the same 
might as they committed their sins. 
Providence always directs the actions 
of the brave.

“The greater the sinner the greater 
the saint," and the more a coward 
might try to be a saint, the more sinful 
he would be in the final result. Great 
doer are good and sincere workers in 
the vineyard of their creators: while 
lazy undoers are sleepers right on the 
spot where they were left in their last 
incarnation.

Wisdom of life manifests in all our 
actions. Good and bad work together 
for the final good in the universe. Only 
by doing things in this life may we 
learn what is good and what is wrong 
and why. Therefore, dare to do things 
in your own way, sowing those things 
which you would like to reap in the 
future, and knowing that your today 
is the child of your yesterday and the 
mother of your tomorrow. Coin your 
own destiny, whatever you choose, be
cause you are the master-builder of 
your destiny.

o ® DO YOU READ THE ROSICRUCIAN FORUM?
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CHILD CULTURE INSTRUCTIONS
Because of the constant demand for literature pertaining to the cultural training of 

children, we are again pleased to announce an attractive, free booklet explaining the 
Rosicrucian methods of child culture.

T hose  who would like to avail themselves of this book explaining about the Child 
Culture Institute should address a letter to the Child Culture Institute, College Heights, 
San Jose. California, and inclose three cents in stamps and the booklet will be sent. It 
is worth your while to know how you may receive this method of training for children.
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The Secret of Praying
(Continued from P age 252)

make God complicated. Do you know 
where the doctrine of the Trinity orig
inated? It is a fact, horrifying in a 
way.

It was in 1127 when the Fourth 
Lateran Council was being held for the 
purpose of prosecuting heretics. In this 
Council when one at the head of the 
church foolishly, in a moment of for
getfulness, said to the man of France 
who came to him and asked, "How 
are we going to tell who are heretics 
and who are the chosen followers of 
God, Christians?" "Destroy them all 
and God will protect his own.” These 
men who formed this doctrine of the 
Trinity and many others, had some 
reason for it in some of the passages 
in the Bible, but they have never ex
plained them satisfactorily, and there is 
not a clergyman today who comes out 
and admits that that doctrine is real, 
but they accept, and I am not criti
cizing them. If he is a Christian clergy
man, he must preach the sermon. He 
can do nothing else himself but be 
faithful to the doctrines he reveals, but 
he is not convinced because he cannot 
understand how Jesus was the only be
gotten son of God, and yet understand 
the omnipotent power as being divided 
three ways, and yet further understand 
the Master Jesus saying, "There is 
none greater than my Father in 
H eaven."

Therefore, it is to this one Supreme 
Intelligence, God, this great Mind, to 
whom we must direct and petition and 
make our pleas. In this mind and in 
this God alone are the things possible 
that we ask. W e seldom ask in our 
prayers for things that we can do our
selves unless we are praying foolishly. 
W e look upon our prayers as an oppor
tunity to ask an omnipotent, Supreme 
Intelligence to do something that noth
ing on the face of the earth can do for 
us. That is why we pray, and there 
can be only one power that can take 
any one of the laws and make an ex
ception to it. There can only be one 
power that can set aside the course of 
events, only one power that can change
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this or that or another thing, and it is 
to that power, alone, that we pray. W e 
have the privilege of praying and right 
to pray, but we must do it understand
ing^.

Now the whole problem of praying 
is, after all, a mystical process. Pray
ing is not a scientific thing. According 
to scientists, it is just so much piffle. 
According to science, praying is some
thing inconceivable, childish, inane. I 
am not saying they never pray because 
some of them do, but from the scien
tific point of view all natural laws are 
immutable. W e also speak of the 
immutability of God's laws. It is one 
of the most wonderful things we have. 
If it were not for that, some of you 
would not be here tonight. Your car 
may not have run; the trolley may not 
have run, the roof may not be on the 
building, the seats might not hold you 
down, or in getting back home you 
might find perhaps your car would hop, 
skip, and jump, instead of running as 
it should, and everything would go 
wrong if it were not for the immut
ability of the laws. W e agree with the 
materialistic scientist in this respect; to 
ask God to make an exception or to 
change an immutable law is childish. It 
is like a child sitting on the floor with 
the sun shining in his eyes, and asking 
his mother to put a blanket over the 
sun. So praying is not a scientific pro
cess. It is something from within that 
transcends material, scientific life so far 
beyond the horizon and limit of the 
sky that it is incomprehensible to 
science. It is a mystical thing— some
thing of our soul and not of our brain 
— something of our inner selves and 
not of our outer selves. This mortal, 
carnal, flesh body has not a right nor 
privilege to ask God, the Creator of all 
things, to look down in His mercy and 
love and do something for us. Our 
body has no privilege to ask that, but 
the soul within has both privilege and 
right. It is part of the God conscious
ness. God, when He created man, said, 
"I make him in my own image." It, 
therefore, has a right, as a part of the



God consciousness, to commune with 
God and that is what prayer is. It is a 
communion of the inner self with the 
Creator.
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If you will look upon prayer as a 
communion, your whole aspect of 
prayer will change. Let us see what 
pagans and heathens say. W e were 
surprised on our trip to Europe, just a 
few years ago, myself and other Rosi- 
crucians, who went to study some of 
this praying business. ‘Business,’ we 
say, because a guide told us we would 
see in it such forms as were business
like. W e found that these guides were 
prejudiced. They thought we were such 
devout or narrow Christians that we 
would look upon them as heathens and 
pagans, and they thought we were like 
the average American and would not 
pay any attention to the praying; but 
I want to tell you something we found, 
something we saw, something the aver
age clergyman will not tell you unless 
you ask him, and that is this; That in 
all the Christian churches, shrines and 
temples, Christian meeting places, there 
was quarrelling, dissension and all 
kinds of unGodly things. The only 
places that revealed solitude and peace 
were in the so-called pagan mosques. 
All through the Holy Land guides took 
us to the so-called holy shrines, places 
that were supposed to contain relics of 
the Saints. W e had to pay money to 
get in and then we found postcards 
and things for sale. W e found that 
the men inside in ecclesiastical dress 
talked about things with common-place 
jokes, made fun of them. If you don’t 
believe what I am saying, ask some 
who were with us on the trip. In some 
of the holy places in Palestine, there 
were guides with a cross hanging on 
the front of them, and they would 
laugh at some of the stories they would 
tell, and if we showed signs of having 
heard them before, they would wink 
and say, "Oh, you have heard that one 
before?” W e saw here seven or nine 
holy places with alcoves and to keep 
peace between the sects of worshippers, 
keep them from fighting with one an
other the British soldiers were stationed 
near by. Guides point out the holes in 
the walls of the temples or in the 
shrines where the people on one side 
tried to shoot the ones on the other

side, with the holy sepulchre in the 
center; and they sell you postcards 
showing the holes in the walls.

W e went to mosques also— Moham
medan and Arabian mosques where at 
the door you had to take your shoes 
off and put on slippers. There were 
boys and men to take your shoes off. 
They make no charge, and refuse to 
accept any money. If you offer them a 
tip, they are insulted. W hen you enter, 
you find a large open space in the 
mosque covered with two or three 
thousand Oriental rugs, every one of 
the prayer rugs ages old, and we had 
to walk with these carpet slippers, 
around those who were praying. Here 
and there and elsewhere were Moham
medans and others at prayer, some 
quietly chanting, perhaps tears in their 
eyes, but they were at prayer. They 
did not look at the sightseers coming 
in, and look to see if we had paid our 
admission fee as there was none, and 
wonder if we had bought postcards to 
pay for the lights, because at the other 
shrines they reminded us that they 
needed the money in order to carry on. 
W e never stayed in those Oriental 
places among those who were praying 
half as long as we did in the other 
places because many of the Christian 
edifices were like museums, some dis
played a thorn from the crown, a piece 
of the cross on which Jesus was cruci
fied, a piece of the loin cloth around 
his body. W hy, my friends, if all of 
the pieces of the cross that are for sale 
in the Christian shrines in Palestine 
were to be put together, it would make 
a cross that would reach from here to 
New York City; and as to the crown 
of thorns, not only sold there, but in 
other places as well, that crown of 
thorns must have been enormous.

There is something wrong when the 
sacred things of religion can be peddled 
off for twenty-five or thirty cents. In 
the temples of the so-called pagans and 
heathens, these things are not sold and 
there is nothing charged, and there is 
the utmost reverence and silence. It 
was so impressive that you could not 
come out of those places without tears 
in your eyes, while you came out of 
the other places with a throbbing in 
your heart and regret that you had 
seen what was supposed to be the
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center of Christian religion. I have 
those facts and I am not painting a 
picture of contamination or criticism of 
any religion but to permit you to realize 
that a religion can be so misunderstood 
and involved by doctrines, arguments, 
and that God can be divided into three, 
and the mass does not know to whom 
they are praying,

W hat do the Orientals say about 
prayer? It is a communion. The night 
we started across the desert, we left 
Cairo and the Pyramids, and the 
Sphinx, and started with our train of 
camels (there were seventy-eight per
sons, American citizens and many 
Canadians) traveling across with the 
chief of the Arabs of the desert, a man 
in charge of 6,000 tribesmen, and Brit
ish police to protect us; we started out 
over the desert at sunset. There was 
nothing but the setting sun to guide us. 
and once in a whole a sand dune would 
even hide the sun. Many women were 
on camels that had never been alone 
any place in the world before. Going 
we knew not where. W e knew we 
would land at the tent of Abdul and 
spend the night as his guests. As we 
neared the tent, it was then beginning 
to get dark and still we could see the 
camel men take the rugs from the backs 
of the camels, their prayer rugs, and 
Jay them down, facing the East and 
pray. W e were watching, yes, but it 
did not make any difference; they must 
pray— sunrise and sunset. There are 
others that pray at midnight and noon, 
and others that pray when awakening, 
whatever the hour may be, and when 
they go to sleep. There are some that 
never pray before washing their hands 
and feet and some say this: “It is un
thinkable to go into the presence of 
God and commune, unclean of body." 
Think of that! That is the pagan idea, 
the heathen idea.

W e have thousands and thousands 
of members who pray privately in their 
own sanctums at home, where they can 
be quiet and alone, except for the pres
ence of God, but they know how to 
pray; and that is the important point. 
They know it is a mystical communion 
with God. They know that first of all 
they have no right to come before this 
God of their conception, this God of 
the Universe as the Omnipotent, Su
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preme Ruler of the Universe, without 
first of all in a prayer, in a word, a 
heart of thankfulness for the privilege 
of praying, and secondly an apprecia
tion for life, itself. So their prayers 
begin with thankfulness instead of 
"M y God, I want’’. They know in the 
first place that whatever they ask for 
is a benediction and a blessing. Life, 
itself, is not a thing that man can de
mand for it is only a Divine blessing 
for which he must be eternally thank
ful. So the first attitude is one of 
thankfulness and one of relief that 
nothing can be demanded; and then the 
great important point that the Christian 
and many others overlook is this: That 
God is not ignorant of man’s neces
sities, is not ignorant of man's present 
trials and tribulations, and to come be
fore God and say, "God, here is my 
situation: Perhaps you don't know or 
see me. Perhaps you don't understand. 
Let me tell you what the trouble is I 
am in,” and so they say, "God, let me 
tell you what the solution is; let me tell 
you what to do to change the course 
of my life.” That is presumptuous. You 
could not go before a court and lay 
your legal troubles before the judge in 
such a presumptuous attitude and tell 
him how to solve the problem. Perhaps 
he has an idea that is better than your 
own. How many go to God feeling 
that God knows better than they do?

The first thing to do is to get down 
and speak to God as friend to friend, 
soul to soul. Talk with God, walk with 
God, commune with Him in a sacred 
way. Here is what I would say, “I un
derstand that blessing, that love in giv
ing me life, giving me consciousness. 
I understand that goodness in creating 
all this that is so good. But I have 
gotten into wrong in some way. I have 
a problem I think I have created. I 
don't know what to do! I am coming 
to you. God, for light, for inspiration. 
I cannot tell you what to do, God; I 
don't know. My finite understanding 
does not let me comprehend the scheme 
of things enough to understand, let 
alone tell you what to do. Let me lay 
in thy bosom of love and sleep while 
you work out my problem." That is 
the way to do. Is that the way you 
pray? And the way you understand 
prayer?

fo ]



I have a book I am going to quote 
from, containing a collection of prayers. 
You can see how mystics have this un
derstanding of prayer; and if you will 
follow these prayers, or could pray 
like them, you would find what the 
efficacy of praying is. In the first place, 
the mystic knows better than to come 
and ask God to give him money or give 
him a lot and house and give him ma
terial things as though God had them 
on a tray and would let them slip, fall
ing into their laps. The theme of the 
mystic’s prayer is thankfulness for life 
— and if your judgment does let me 
have more, then more I shall have. If 
it is the end of my days, then I will 
accept it. If this is my lot in life, then 
I will accept it. There is but one God 
and even Jesus, the other point of 
the Trinity, called upon God on the 
cross.

Now let me show you in this book 
some prayers. Take the prayer that 
Jesus gave to us when learning to pray. 
In that prayer in the translation you 
see it says. "Lead us not into tempta
tion,” yet God never leads man into 
temptation. The original, however, 
says, "Lead us when in temptation, but 
deliver us from evil.” There are hun
dreds in there, but I wanted to call 
your attention to another one. This is 
one of St. Augustine's. "Oh, God who 
dost grant us what we ask, if only 
when we live a better life.” Another 
one of St. Augustine's is, “Oh, God, 
where was I wandering to see Thee? 
Oh, most infinite beauty, I sought Thee 
without and Thou wast in the midst of 
my heart.” Such prayers as these tell 
us how to pray. And then we have 
many others. I would like to read them 
all but my time is limited. There is one 
here from the famous Earl of England 
who learned how to pray. “Oh, God, 
I thank Thee for all the joy I have had 
in life in communion with Thee.” Sister 
Cawdry, whose most beloved prayer

was this one: "Oh, God, Thine is the 
Kingdom, the power and the glory for
ever and ever, Amen.” So this book 
called. "Mystics at Prayer.” contains 
all of these wonderful prayers of the 
mystics. This book shows the way to 
pray, how to form your prayers. (The 
book "Mystics at Prayer” may be had, 
printed in two colors for $1.00, post
paid from the Rosicrucian Supply Bu
reau, for those who wish it.)

Remember that prayer is communion. 
It is the most sacred, the most religious, 
the most vital, the most beautiful bless
ing and privilege that man has— to talk 
to God at any time, any where he may 
be. Lift your thoughts. Lift your 
voice, if you wish. Lift yourself higher 
but find God at the same time within 
you. Talk quietly to the soul and con
sciousness within— talk with joy, a note 
of cheer and appreciation of thankful
ness in your voice. Thank God even 
for the trials and tribulations because 
of the lessons they contain. Thank 
God for every stumble that has caused 
you to fall, because in rising you have 
learned a lesson, how to lift yourself 
up. Thank God for the lesson— good 
or bad from your judgment. They may 
be all good in the mind of God. You 
are not the judge. But two or three 
times a day talk with God as you 
would walk with God and tell Him 
what you think. Tell him your troubles 
and trials.

Talk to God as you would talk to 
your closest companion, your dearest 
friend. Be acquainted, be intimate, be 
friendly and happy with God. Don't 
fear God, for God is all love and 
mercy. God does not want you to fear 
Him. There is no fear of any God that 
is real; there is no anger nor jealousy 
in any God. for the one God above all 
is the God of love and mercy. And you 
have the privilege of praying to this 
God and having your prayers answered.

•  •  DO YOU READ THE ROSICRUCIAN FORUM ? •  •
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THE ROSICRUCIAN CONSTITUTION
Every Rosicrucian member should have a copy of the Constitution and statutes of 

the Grand Lodge of AMORC. This Constitution and statutes governs the membership 
and the activities of the Order. Avail yourself of a copy. Send 10c (not in stamps) to 
the Rosicrucian Order, AMORC, San Jose, Calif.
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“BU ILD IN G  T H E  P Y R A M ID S”
An artist's conception of the Pharaoh reviewing the craftsmen and slaves laboring in the torrid sun to erect the 

greatest edifices of their time—Painting by Gustav Richter. (Compliments of The Rosiccucian Digest)
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DO YOU KNOW THE 
ROSICRUCIAN ANSWERS 
TO THESE QUESTIONS?

How do you contact past incarna
tions? What is the real purpose of 
sleep? When is mental telepathy pos
sible? What is the cause of psychic in
harmony?

How can visualizing and dreaming be 
made practical? Is there real sex su
periority? Can cancer ever be cured? 
What is the meaning of psychic border
line experiences?

The "Rosicrucian Forum" reader knows the answers. These are but a few of the sub
jects explained in each inspiring issue he receives. Subjects in the "Forum" are in
timate, human; they are about affairs of the day that you and I confront. The "Rosi
crucian Forum" is a private magazine for members. Its matter is written in a conver
sational style as though you were present listening to a session in the Grand Lodge. 
It has no articles— just plain statements of fact. The "Rosicrucian Forum" is frankly 
one of the greatest assets to the Rosicrucian student that the Brotherhood has ever 
published.

An Encyclopedic Companion
The "Forum" is known to its thousands of readers 

as "The Rosicrucian Companion." Yet, it is more 
than that; it is an encyclopedia of practice of the 
teachings. A t the end of each year's subscription 
you receive an index of all subjects contained in 
each issue for your complete reference. So that 
you may benefit by it, this special reduction is 
offered.

Special year’s $ 14 0
Subscription Only 1

Last offer at this rate; terminates AUGUST 30th 
(Foreign countries 30 days' extra time)

■

H

■

THE ROSICRUCIAN FORUM - - San Jose, Calif.
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to the m agazine. These  books a re  not pam phlets, but a re  vo lum es o f the 

JCawv R o sicru c ian  L ib ra ry . Ju s t  send in  yo u r com plete nam e and address w ith  
$1.50 to the specia l address below, nam e the book you w a n t, and i t  w il l  

be sent w ith  your f ir s t  copy of the m agazine , w itho u t cost.
H e re  is indeed an unusual o ffe r o f 2 in  1— a 5 m onths’ subscrip tion  to the m aga

zine and a free, in s tru c tive  book, both fo r  o n ly  $1.50. M ake out you r check  or 
m oney order to A M O R C  F U N D S  and send to : (T h e  book m ust be asked fo r w ith

not a fte rw ard s , o therw ise i t  cannot be sen t,)subscrip tion ,

Department 8

ICR U C l AN B R O T H E R H O O D
(AMORC)

San Jose, California, U. S. A.

ROS

N O T E : A no the r special o ffe r a t th is  tim e  is  a s ix  m onths’ subscrip tion  to th is  m aga
zine fo r  O N L Y  $1.00. (T h is  does not include a  free  book.)

P R I N T E D  I N U . 8 . A .
R O S I C R U C I A N  P R E S S ,  L T D .  . S A N  J O S E ,  C A L I F ,
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BoSicructan library
The following books are recommended because of fhe special knowledge fhey contain, not to be 

found in our teachings and not available elsewhere.

Volume I. RO SIC RU C IA N  QUESTIONS AND AN SW ERS AND CO M PLETE H ISTO RY OF THE ORDER
T h e story  of the R osicru cian  ideals, trad itio n s, ac tiv it ie s , and accom plishm ents is told in terestin g ly  in th is  

book, and th e scores o f q u estion s form  a  sm all en cyclop ed ia  of know ledge. Over 300 pages, printed on fin e 
book paper, bound in green  silk , and stam ped in gold. P r ice  $2 00 per copy, postpaid

Volume II. R O S IC R U C IA N  PRINCIPLES FOR THE H O M E AND BUSINESS.
A very p ractical book dealing w ith the solution o f h ealth , fin an cia l, and bu sin ess problem s in th e home and 

o ffice. W ell printed and bound in red s ilk , stam ped w ith  gold P rice  $2 00 per copy, postpaid

Volume III. TH E M YSTIC A L LIFE O F JESU S.
A rare account o f the Cosm ic preparation , b irth , secre t studies, m ission, c ru cifix io n , and la te r life  o f the 

G reat M aster, from  the records o f th e Essen e and R o sicru cian  B roth erh ood s A book that is demanded in 
foreign  lands as the m ost talked about revelation o f  Je s u s  ev er m ade O ver 300 pages, b eau tifu lly  illu strated , 
bound in purple s ilk , stam ped in gold P r ice  $2.25 per copy, postpaid

Volume V. "UN TO  THEE I G RA N T . . .
A stran g e book prepared from a secre t m anu scrip t found in tlie m onastery o f T ib e t It  is filled  w ith tlie 

most sublim e teach in g s o f th e ancient M asters o f th e F a r  E ast T h e  book has had m any ed itions. W ell 
printed  w ith  leath ere tte  cover. P rice  SI 25 per copy, postpaid.

Volume VI. A  TH O U SAN D  YEA RS O F YESTERDAYS.
A beautifu l story  o f re in carn ation  and m ystic lesson s. T h is  unusual book has been translated  and sold in m any 

languages and universally  endorsed W ell printed and bound w ith a ttra c tiv e  cover P r ice  85c per copy, postpaid.

Volume VII. SELF M ASTERY AN D FATE, W ITH  THE C Y C LE S  O F LIFE.
A new and astou n ding system  of determ in ing you r fortu n ate  and unfortunate hours, w eeks, m onths, and 

y e a rs  throughout you r life. No m ath em atics requ ired . B e tte r  than any system  o f num erology or astro logy . 
Bound in silk , stam ped in gold. P rice  $2.00 per copy, postpaid.

Volume VIII. TH E R O S IC RU C IA N  M AN U AL.
Most com plete ou tlin e of the ru les, reg u lation s, and operation s o f lodges and student w ork of the O rder, 

w ith m any in terestin g  a rtic le s , b iograp hies, exp lan atio n s, and com plete D iction ary  o f R osicru cian  term s and 
words Very com p letely illu strated  A n ecessity  to ev ery  student who w ishes to p rog ress rap id ly , and a  guide 
to all seekers. W ell printed and bound in silk , stam ped w ith gold P r ice  $2 00 per copy, postpaid

Volume XI. M AN SIO N S O F THE SOUL, THE C O S M IC  C O N C EPTIO N .
T he com plete d octrines o f re in carn atio n  explained T h is  book m akes re in carn ation  easily  understood W ell 

illu strated , bound in silk , stam ped in gold, e x tra  large . P rice  $2.20 per copy, postpaid

Volume X II. LEM URIA— TH E LOST CO N TIN EN T O F  THE P A C IF IC .
T he revelation  o f an an cien t and long forgotten  M ystic c iv ilization . F a sc in a tin g  and in trig u in g . L earn  how 

th ese people, cam e to be swept from  the earth  Know of th eir  vast know ledge, much o f which is lost to m ankind 
today W ell printed and bound, illu stra ted  w ith  ch arts  and m aps. P r ice  $2.20 p er copy, postpaid.

Send all  orders  fa r  books, with re mittances,  direct to R O S K 'K l ’C’ IAN s l ’ l ’ P J .Y  B l 'K M A l’ , Hosierucian P ark ,  San J o s e ,  Cal.


